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developments that are or will be owned by 
local government units, a housing and re- 
development authority, or a nonprofit hous- 
ing organization. 

Sec. 25. PROVISIONS SEVERABLE. 
If any provision of this act, or if any application of this act to any person or 

circumstances held unconstitutional gig void, the remainder o_f a_ct remains 
valid. 

Sec. 26. EFFECTIVE DATE; EXPIRATION. 
Sections 1 t_o Q _2E E’: Ed g5_ fie effective August L 2004, an_d expire 

December EL 2009. Sections E g9_, Q Ed 2_4 ar_c: effective E L 2004. 
Presented to the governor’ May 18, 2004 
Signed by the governor May 28, 2004, 5:01 p.m. 

CHAPTER 264-—_S.F.N0. 1530 
An act relating to animals; imposing limits on ownership and possession of certain animals,‘ 

requiring registration; providing criminal penalties; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota 
Statutes, chapter 346. ' 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [346.155] POSSESSING REGULATED ANIIVIALS. 
Subdivision DEFINITIONS. Q E definitions subdivision apply tg 

th_is section. 

(b) “Person” means any natural person, firm, partnership, corporation, or 
association, however organized. 

§c_) “Wildlife sanctuary” means _a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that: 

Q operates a place o_f refuge ‘where abused, neglected, unwanted, impounded, 
abandoned, orphaned, E displaced wildlife E provided Laure §)_r their lifetime; 
Q does _no_t conduct gig commercial activity with respect to a_ny animal o_f which 

the organization E owner; argl 
Q) does not buy, sell, trade, auction, lease, loan, o_r breed E animal o_f which th_e 

organization is an owner, except as an integral git _o_i_‘ the species survival plan o_f me 
American Z03 Kid Aquarium Association. 

(d) “Possess” means to own, care for, have custody of, or control. 

_C£) “Regulated animal” means: 
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(1) all members of the Felidae family including, but not limited to, lions, tigers, 
cougfi,Eopards, cheetcllis, ocelots, and servals, butrgtifiluding doinestic cats or 
cats recognized as a domestic breed, i'e_gistered asaudfiestic breed, and showh—as—a 
Emestic breed 6? E national o_r' international multibreed c_at registry as§)ciation;_

_ 

Q2 bears; arg 
(3) all nonhuman primates, including, but not limited to, lemurs, monkeys, 

chimpanzees, gorillas, orangutans, marmosets, lorises, and tamarins. 

Regulated‘ animal includes any hybrid g cross between a_n animal listed clause 

(1), (_2_.)_,l<_)r (3) and a domestic animal and offspring from a_l1 subsequent generations of 
those crosses .p_1_' hybrids. 

(f) “Local animal control authority” means an agency of th_e state, county, 
municipality, or other governmental subdivision o_f—t_he state that responsible _f_o_r_ 

animal-control operations jurisdiction. -
» 

' 

Subd. POSSESSION OF REGULATED ANIMALS. gal Except _a_s provided 
i_n section, unlawful fo_r a person to possess z_1 regulated animal. 

(b) A person who possesses a regulated animal on the effective date of this section 
has 9~f)~days _t_o 

cm into compliance regulation; promulgatedflby ll; United 
§te§‘D~ep-artment of A*g-rviaculture for regulated animals under the Animzfwfiare Act, 
Public Law 89—544,_and its subseqfie-nt amendments, and the regulations adopted 115%} 
that act-relating tofi<:i_lities and operations, ani_r1_1a~lb-liflealth El husbandry, and 
veterin_ary care fofregulated ani—rn~'als. 

Q Except E provided paragraph Q a person must not take possession o_f a 
regulated animal after the effective date pf section. 

(cl) Except g provided paragraph £5), a_ 
person must E allow regulated 

animals their possession to breed after E effective date o_f section. 

(e) Except as provided in paragraph (g), a person who possesses a valid United 
States—f)epartment o_f Agricufure license 53% in compdiznrce with the“United States 
Department of Agriculture Animal Wel% ‘ACT regulations Ed—s—t_a—ndards on the 
effective dateof this section may breed, purcha_s-e‘, Q otherwise E-cauire pg reg-uladad 
animals after the effective date o_f section order tci 

effective date of this section; 
(1) maintain the operating inventory if regulated‘ animals possessed E t_he 
Q §e_ll regulated animals E other United States Department p_f Agriculture 

licensed 2_1n_d_ compliant facilities within Minnesota fg replacement purposes § 
provided clause

’ 

Q sill regulated animals outside Minnesota; o_rV 
Q2 sel_l regulated animals to persons eligible under paragraph Offspring under 

si_x months g a_ge shall get be counted for me purpose pf determining die number _cE° 
replacement animals that can E possessed under paragraph. 
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(f) Except as provided. in paragraph (g), a person who does not hold a United 
States_Depart1nent of Agriculhire license ftfiegulated ar'1_i—nTal_s—,-fi)ssT,ssm r_egulated 
animal on the effective date of this section—,and has properly registered the'a—nimal may 
replace‘-.the—regulated arrmtfiw dies, but '1-nayfiplace it only org 

— —— 
(g) If a regulated animal dies of neglect or cruelty, is seized pursuant to 

subdiTsio_r1 5-, or if the person is invaved in illegal zfiivities, the_person cannot acquir—e 
a replacemen_tani_mE 

" I — 
A 

_ 

' 
i 
‘E I

1 

Subd. 3. REGISTRATION. (a) Within 60 days after theeffective date of this 
section, a person who possesses'a'—regulated 5rfi1H£i”mE§'t“n6rTfy in writing_t—he_'lca 
animal control auth_oEty using a registration form prefied by the—Minnesotzfilnima_l 
Control Association and approved by the Board of Animalflllea-l_th. The notification 
shall include the persofs name, address:-telephone? number, and la corfiate inventory 
ofieach regula_t_ed animal that the person possesses. The ingtory shall include the 
Ellfing information: nu$1:nd species g r—egu1ated animalflhe microchip 
number an_d manufacturer for each regulated animal‘ if available; the exact location 
where each regulated anima ins.-Kept; and age, sex,7:olor, weigh—t,—-scars, and any 
distingtfihing marks o_f eaih re_gulated :E1Tn?aT." 

—F W W —'__ _— _— 
(b) If a person who possesses a regulated animal has a microchip implanted in the 

anima1_f5'_identificz%1, the name_ of the microchip Enufacturer and the identiic; 
tion number of the microcfip must la-epfovided to the local animal—c3n—tr_ol authority. 
it regulated— arumal is seda—t:T‘for— any reason arid the animal does not have a 
1T1ic_rochip implanted, ahiicrochip nEstT_e implant@.the regulated anirm. Within 
30 days after the microchip implanted, the name of themicrochip manufacturer‘ and 
Eefialtmjltfil number of the microchipmust be pmovided -to the local animal confil 
fihority. A person selling—pr_transfe1ring owruersliip of offsp_riEunder six months of 
age as pro:/ided in subdivision 2, paragraph (c), is Qcouraged to haw; microchip 
mflgated in ‘the Eiimal prior to_t_he sale or trefifat. Within 30 day/soif acquisition, a 
person acquiri_n_g ownersh—ir7)f_arfiffEirE with a niicrochip-_i‘m_;Ente—d shall comply 
vm microchip information repbrting requi1'm7nts under this section. 1 

(c) If a local animal control authority performs an initial site inspection, a fee of 
up to—$5T) —may.be charged. An annual fee of $25 Er animmo register regulated 
animals up to a maximum of $250 annually per person may be charged. The local 
animal co—r1tml_autho1ity may charge an additfiial site irytmcam fee of E0_if-TE 
person acquires and pos%es another type of re@ted animal._A aarfcatepf 
registration must_b_.e-issued by me local animal—control authority t_o @ -person upon 
payment pf [lg f§ 

Subd. 4. REQUIREMENTS. (a) A person who possesses a regulated animal 
must-Eitefin health and ownershipmacmrds on eflanimal and_must maintain the 
1Te'c_o—rds for the life of fl? animal. If possession—ol’—tl1e regulate'd.an% is transferrfi 
tp anoth§pe_rs(K a_@ o_f t_lE lfaalth arid ownersT1ip records must accompany th_e 

_(_b_) A person who possesses ‘_a regulated animal must maintain Q ongoing program 
pf veterinary care which includes a veterinary visit to th_e premises itleast annually. 
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(c) A person who possesses a regulated animal must notify @ local animal 
control authority writing-within tep days of a change address gr location where 
th_e regulated animal kept. 

(d) A person with a United States Department of Agriculture license for regulated 
animas _shall for—v_vEd_ a copy of their United S_tates Department 9f~Agr‘iculture 
inspectiorreport to the 1BcE1‘EfirnE1Kmr-or authority within 30* dag of receipt o_fE 
inspection report._ 

— — 
Q A person who possesses a regulated animal shall prominently display :_1 sign gn 

die structure where th_e animal housed indicating tlit a regulated animal 9n the 
premises. 

(f) A person who possesses a regulated animal must notify, as soon as practicable, 
local-law" enforcemat officials Sr any escape of a regulated anirirha-lfilre person who 
possefes the regulated animalg Wale for any _costs incurred by awperson, 
county, orvstate agency resulting from th—e_e§apr>f—a regulated_afi1a1 unlessfi 
escape d_u?_o a_ criminal act b_y another person E73 natural event.

— 
(g) A person who possesses at regulated animal must maintain a written recovery 

plan in the event 3f the escape 9f a regulated animal. The person must maintain 
traps, _o_r other equipment necessary E assist the recovery p_f die regulated animal. 

(h) If requested by the local animal control authority, a person may not move a 
regulIed_ animal Qomjtfircfin unless the person notifies the 
authority prior to moving the animal. Thenotification must in—clude the date and the 
location vdraftlre animal is moved, This paragraph does not apply_to-awregrdatecl 
animal transported t9 a licensed veterirrTi21n. 

~— —* ~—— _ w 

Q if a person who possesses a regulated animal can r_r9 longer care for the animal, 
th_e person shall steps to f_irii—long—term placemen-tlgg the regulated animal. 

Subd. SEIZURE. Q The local animal control authority, upon issuance o_f a 
notice of inspection, must be granted access at reasonable times t_o sites where E local 
animal control authority l_1§ reason to believe a violation o_f this chapter occurring 
or has occurred. 

gbl a person who possesses a regulated animal gt compliance with die 
requirements _o_f section, the local animal control authority shall take possession o_f 
gig animal for custody yd care, provided _tha_t t_h§ procedures this subdivision are 
followed. 

__ p“ 

(c) Upon request of a person possessing a regulated animal, the local animal 
contraauthority may allow‘ the animal to remain in the physical custcfiy of-We owner 
for 30 days, durinizvhich HE the owrfir shall tfieil necessary actions#to—come in 
compliance with this section. During the 30-day period, the local animal control 
authority _rr_1a_y—inspt?, at airy reasonable?me, E premises Were tl1_t=, animal kept. 

Q2 _a 
person who possesses a regulated animal not compliance with this 

section following t_h_e 30-day period described paragraph §<_:_), t_h_e local animal conrol 
authority shall seize fie animal gig place a holding facility th_a_t appropriate fir 
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the, species for up t_o E days. E authority taking custody o_f E animal under 
section shall provide a notice of the seizure _b_y delivering o_r mailing to the owner, 
b_y posting a copy o_f at E place where th_e animal taken infl custody, g Q 
delivering to a person residing on the property. E notice must include: 

(1) a description o_f the animal seized; the authority 9 aid purpose o_f t_lE seizure; 
gig timerplace, and circfistances under v7h_ich the animal. was seized; arid a contact 
person and telephone number; 

(2) a statement that a person from whom a regulated animal was seized may post 
securfi to prevent di_sE)s—iti'on~ of tmnimal and may request a hefig concer1Tg—tlle 
seizure and that failure to do so_wfiin five bfingdays of the date of the notice‘ vm 
resultl disposition ‘o_f E animal; 

(3) a statement that actual costs of the care, keeping, and disposal of the regulated 
animafare the respoEb%1’—tl—17e.pers.c)T1—f1—'c)_I_n whom the—animal was_seized, except 
to the efinrhat a court or he—am'Tg officer that theseizure orrnpoundment was 
not-s_11bstanti2Wj—ustified_l)y law; and 

1 — — 1 
Q a form that E E used Q z_1 person from whom aregulated animal w_as seized 

fir requesting a hearing under subdivision. 

(e) If a person from whom the regulated animal was seized makes a request within 
five tfifi&s days of the seizurfa hearing must belnzld within five b_usiness days of 
tlgrequest to¥t<e1?1iEthe validity of the seizure_ar§ljispositio_n-of the anim§._TlE 
j—u?lge E hearing oft"-icerfiay authorize—the return §th_e animal E. E person@ whom th_e animal Ls seig the judgt:—o_r hearing officer finds: 

Q Lit th_e person 313 and provide Q E required by 11 for E regulated 
animal; Ed

A 

(2) the regulated animal is physically fit. 

(I) If a judgeor hearing officer orders a permanent disposition of the regulated 
animal, E1E_l0Cal arfmal control authority may take steps to find long-E1-inplacement 
for the aninT1l_\'Jvith a wildlife sanctuaryirfisorg zE)r_ize—d_by the Department of 
mtufil Resourc-egs,-or’_ar_1 appropriate United States Department 6_FAEicu1ture licensed 
facility. ‘ 

I 

(g) A person from whom a regulated animal is' seized is liable forall actual costs 
of caEk_eeping, and disposal o_f the animal, exceptto the eitent thatacart or hearing 
offE:—e.r_finds thatfi seizure v\7as_rE>t substantially jusfied by 1W 'fhe costs must be 
paid in full orwagmlihially satifitfi arrangement for payment Tnustfi 11?1d_e IEEEE 
T:l(—>(_:alani_m_al control authority and the personfiaiming an inter§t in the animal 
before return of me animal t_o th_e person. 

(h). A person from whom a regulated animal has been seized Atml this 
subdiv—i_sio—n may prevent dispositio_n of the animal by pEinEse_cun'ty in the amofi 
sufficient to filide for the actual costs-oft-zare and keeping of the animafTE security 
m_Te pzsmvahfifgmlevggggaelzure, agave o_f @713» g th_e 
seizure. — 
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(i) If circumstances exist threatening th_e E o_f 3 person E the Eff o_f a_n_y animal, 
local law enforcement g Ere local animal control authority shall seize z_1 regulated 
animal without E opportunity for hearing or court order, g destroy tlg animal. 

Subd. 6. DISPOSAL OF ANIMALS. Upon proper determination Q a Minnesota 
licensed vemrinarian, any regulated animal taken into custody under this section may 
be immediately disposgof when the regulated aniirfil is suffering and—is beyond FE 
firough reasonable care zmd treatmgnt. Elle authority talcing custody_of_ the regulatfi 
animal rnfl recover_a_1:lc~osts incurred under section. 

_ —‘ 

Subd. EXEMPTIONS. section _d_o_es gt apply tc_>_: 

Q2 institutions accredited by t_@ American _Z_o3 gig Aquarium Association; 

Q z_1 wildlife sanctuary; 
§)_ fur-bearing animals, as defined section 97A.0l5, possessed by a game farm 

th_a_t licensed under section 97A.105, gr bears possessed by a game farmE 
licensed under section 97A.105; . 

gfl_) t_he Department of Natural Resources, or a person authorized by permit issued 
b_y the commissioner o_f natural resources pursuant to section 97A.401, subdivision 

(5) a licensed gr accredited research or medical institution; or 

Q aiUnited States Department g Agriculture licensed exhibitor 9_f regulated‘ 
animals while transporting gr as p_ar_t _cg‘ a circus, carnival, rodeo, o_r 

Subd. 8. LICENSE TRANSFER. Nothing in this section precludes a person who 
ho1dfiTamd United States Department of Agriailture license from sellinfm 
transferring the entire business and the regufited animals covered by—th—at license 5 
another persJw_j_—liolds a vali_c1~Ur_1iEd States Department 9_f AgriT:ulttTre license.- 

Subd. 9. REPORT TO THE BOARD or ANIMAL HEALTH. By July 1 each 
year,~a-lo'5a—l_ animal control authority shall report to the Board of Ani'rE1l—IrI-ea_lth_on 
reg‘-L1l:i‘te_<mimals registered with _tE 1072111 animalgoiftfiol authority. The report sha—11 
include all registration inforrnation strmitted to th_e local animal corfrol autho—ri.ty 

under subdivision 3, paragraph (_a)_, gd inforifition on enforcement actions taken 
section. 

M 
' ‘*- 

Subd. PENALTY. A person wig knowingly violates subdivision _2_, 
g‘ 

4_l 

guilty of _a misdemeanor. 
4' <

' 

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Section 

_l_ 
effective January 11 2005. 

Presented to the governor May 18, 2004 
Signed by the governor May 29, 2004, 2:10 p.m. 
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