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by consent of the parties or by the governor for good cause. The responsible
governmental unit shall determine the adequacy of an environmental impact statement,
unless within 60 days after notice is published that an environmental impact statement
will be prepared, the board chooses to determine the adequacy of arn environmental
impact statement. If an environmental impact statement is found to be inadequate, the
responsible governmenta] unit shall have 60 days to prepare an adequate environmen-
tal impact statement. '

EFFECTIVE DATE: This section is effective the day followmg final enactment.
Presented to the governor May 15, 2004 '
Signed by the governor May 19, 2004, 10:10 a.m.

CHAPTER 218—H.F.No. 2027

An act relating to human services; providing an exemption fo the moratorium on nursing
home construction; amending Minnesota Statutes 2003 Supplement, section 144A.071, subdivi-
‘sion 4c.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE ‘OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2003 Supplement, sectlon 144A 071, subd1v1s1on
4c, is amended to read:

Subd. 4c; EXCEPTIONS FOR REPLACEMENT BEDS AFTER JUNE 30,
2003, (a) The commissioner of health, in coordination with the commissioner of human
services, mdy approve the renovation, replacement, upgrading, or relocatlon of a
nursmg home or boarding -caré home, under the following condmons

(1) to license and certify an 80- bed city-owned fac111ty in Nicollet County to be
constructed. on the site of a new city-owned hospital to replace an existing 85-bed
facility attached to a hospital that.is also being replaced. The threshold allowed for this
projest under section 144A.073 shall be the maximum amount avallable to pay the
additional medical assistance costs of the new fac1hty, ahd . .

(2) to license and certify 29 beds to be added to an existing 69-bed fzicﬂit); in St.
Louis County, provided that the 29 beds must be transferred f10m active or layaway
status at an existing fac1hty in St. Louis County that had 235 beds on Apnl 1, 2003.

The licensed capacity at the 235-bed facility must be reduced to 206 beds, but the
payment rate at that facility shall not be adjusted as a result of thls transfer. The
operating payment rate of the facility adding beds after completion of this pI‘OJCCt shall
be the same as it was on the day prior to the day the beds are licensed and certified.
This project shall not proceed tnless it is approved and financed under the prov151ons
of section -144A.073; and :
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(3) to license and certify a new 60-bed facility in Austin, provided that: (i) 45 of
the new beds are transferred from a 45-bed facility in Austin under common ownership
that is closed and 15 of the new beds are transferred from a 182-bed facility in Albert
Lea under coﬁo?oWnEﬁlE(ﬂE?ommmsmnm of human services is authorized
by the 2004 legislature to negotiate budget-neutral planned nursing facility closures;
and (1 (lii) money is available from planned closures of facilities under common
ownelshlp to make 1mp1omentat10n of this clause budget -neutral to the state. The bed
capacity of the Albert Lea facility sha]l be reduced to 167 beds following the {ransfer.
Of the 60 beds at the new facility, 20 beds shall be used for a special care unit for

persons with Alzheimer’s disease or related dementias.

'(b) Projects approved under this subdivision shall be treated in a manner
equivalent to projects approved under subdivision 4a.

Presented to the governor May 15, 2004
Signed by the governor May 19, 2004, 10:15 a.m.

CHAPTER 219—S.F.No. 1080

An act relating to veterans; amending tuition and textbook reimbursement grant program;
updating and correcting certain language relating to veterans homes; amending Minnesota
Statutes 2002, sections 198.001, by adding a subdivision; 198.004, subdivision 1; 198.005;
198.007; 198.261; Minnesota Statutes 2003 Supplement, section 192.501, subdivision 2;
repealing Minnesota Statutes 2002, sections 198,001, subdivision 7; 198.002, subdivision 5;
198.003, subdivision 2.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2003 Supplement, section 192.501, subdivision 2,
is amended to read:

Subd. 2. TUITION AND TEXTBOOK REIMBURSEMENT GRANT PRO-
GRAM. (a) The adjutant general shall establish a program to provide tuition and
textbook reimbursement grants to eligible members of the Minnesota National Guard
within the limitations of this subdivision.

(b) Eligibility is limited to a member of the National Guard who:
(1) is serving satisfactorily as defined by the adjutant general,

(2) is attending a postsecondary educational institution, as defined by section
136A.15, subdivision® 6, including a vocational or technical school operated or
regulated by this state or another state or province; and

(3) provides proof of satisfactory completion of coursework, as defined by the
adjutant general.
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