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Presented to the governor April 4, 2002 

Signed by the governor April 8, 2002, 2:32 p.1n. 

CHAPTER 327—S.F.N0. 1811 
An act relating to drainage; allowing transfer of a public drainage system to a water 

management authority; defining water management authority; amending Minnesota Statutes 
2000, section ]03E,005, subdivision" 16, by adding a subdivision; proposing coding for new law 
in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 103E. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2000, section 103E.0O5, subdivision 16, is amended 

to read: 

Subd. 16. MUNICIPALITY. “Municipality” means a statutory or home rule 
charter city or a town having urban powers under section 368.01, subdivision 1 or la. 
13 purposes of sections 103E.315, 103E.611, and 103E.615, municipality includes a 
water management authority to which a po1‘ti(m—()f a drainage system is transferred 
under section 103E.812. 

_ _ — _ _ 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2000, section l03E.005, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. 29. WATER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY. “Water management 
authority” mans a county or municipality, watershed district, watershed management 
organization, storm water management district, lake improvement district, subordinate 
service district, joint powers organization or othei's—pecia1 district organized and formed 
according to 1avTor the purpose of manag31g storm, surface, and flood watas, or with 
he authoriT)IErIE1a—gta storm, sdrface, and flood waters. 

— _: 
Sec. 3. [103E.812] TRANSFER OF ALL OR PART OF DRAINAGE SYS- 

TEM. 
Subdivision DRAINAGE LIEN PAYMENT PERIOD MUST EXPIRE. 

After E period originally fixed E subsequently extended to pay £15 assessment o_f th_e 
drainage lien expires, _a1_1 _or part of a drainage system gy be transferred from th_e 
juiisdiction o_f tl'1_e drainage authority t_o a water management authority § provided 
gig section. 

Subd. PETITIONERS. gal lir drainage systems outside of _t_i_lE seven-county 
metropolitan area, and outside o_f LIE municipal boundaries pf a_t statutory or home rule 
charter a petition must be signed by a_t least §l percent of the owners o_f property 
assessed {or the construction@ die drainage system, E portiohifgie drainage system 
proposed to be transferred, or by the owners of not less than 51 percent of the area of 
th_e property assessed E th_e drainage system, g portion g E drainage system sought 
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t_o IE transferred. TIE water management authority t_o which tl1_e drainage system to 
be transferred must join the petition. 

(b) For drainage systems wholly or partially within the municipal boundaries of 
a statu—t<)r—3:)r home rule charter city, t1? city may pefifiofior transfer if the drainage 
system or rmrfiioifie drainage}-yste-rri-proE)s_ed to be Ensferred l_ies—-within the 
boundaries of the cityfiie water management authori_tyE which the dranage system 
is to be tran_sfe—rr_ed—rnus—tJToin the petition. 

— — 
(c) For drainage systems within the seven—county metropolitan area and within the 

jurisdi_cticTnal boundaries of an existing water management aufirfi the wat—ef 

management authority maypetfion for transfer if the drainage system or porfi of die 
drainage system proposed to be trzfiferred lies within the boundaries of the water 
management authority. 

_ _ _- — — — —— 
Q E93 the purpose gf E petition, th_e county tlfi resident owner o_f a_1l 

tax~forfeited property held by the state, under chapter 282, and assessed benefits for the 

Subd. 3. PETITION. (a) The petition must designate the drainage system, or 
portion thera)f, proposed tobe transferred and-‘show that the Ensfer is necessary £6} 
the orderly management of—s5rm, surface, (mood wEs,—i11c1uding management 5' 
Eter quality purposes. 

— —— - 
Q E petition must indicate E impact, any, % th_e transfer have on 

properties utilizing E drainage system fpr an outlet o_r otherwise benefiting from th_e 
existence g §1_e drainage system. 

Q:_) T119 petition must include Q engineering report, prepared by tlg transferee 
water management authority, establishing, {cg _t_l_1E record, E nature an_d extent pf ge 
drainage easement occupied by the drainage system, and the as—constructed, or 
subsequently improved, depth, grade, an_d hydraulic capacity g are drainage system. 

Subd. FILING PETITION; JURISDICTION. @ I_f E drainage system 
administered by a county or joint county drainage authority and if all property assessed 

auditor unless the petition is signed by the board, in which case the petition must be 
made to the distiict court ofthe county Were the dfainage sy§em_is located anridfiled 
with tin: court adrningxtoizfithe board, acting as the drainage atfihority, isficm 
peTitifing water managemenfamlority, the petitiaiaist be made to the disfiictcourt 
of the county where the drainage system is 10% _‘a.n_d_file—cl ‘with the court 
administrator. If propert3I—assessed for benefits 1? in two or KoremntiT, the—13etitfi 
must be filed with the auditor or cofi adrriinistr.'at_c7r3f‘t=,i—t:l1e-3% the countfivhere the 
pofioif o—fTheTraE1ge systeir-1 sought to be transferred exis—ts;_T2) the county IR 
petitioning E»? the transfer; or (3) the coun—tywhere the majority of tEdEnage system 
sought to be—trar-1‘sferred exi_st§_ 

F‘ — _ *-
~ 
@ I_f E drainage system administered b_y E board pf managers pf e_1 watershed 

district, E petition must Q filed with Q secretary g th_e watershed district. E 
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watershed district is also the petitioning water management authority, me petition must 
be filed with the court administrator consistent with the criteria in paragraph (a), 

clauses Q t_o 
(c) When the petition is filed, the drainage authority in consultation with the 

auditofor secreta*1T'y, or the co_urt admir1—istrator with the approval of th_e court, Eallset 
a time Emd location—Tor_a hearing on the petit'*To-n._The auditofsecrefi §E»I£E 
administrator shall git/endtice by mm and publicationof the time and location of the 
transfer hearing to all persons interested. The notice shall include a description o_f the 
property owner’s_ IE1‘: to object under subdivision {The drainage authority orE 
district court whe17e__t_E3 petition properly filed h_asTuEiction p_f E petition.“ “- 

Subd. 5. TRANSFER HEARING. (a) At the hearing, the drainage authority g 
courtEalT e§a1nine the petition and deterinfiievvhether stficient afil s_ha_ll Eg 
interes_tedparties. 

_. #- 

(b) If a property owner assessed benefits for the drainage system appears and 
makefi v_vri_tten objection to the transfer pf the dr21—i11aEe system, the drainage authorit-y 
or court shall appoint a technical panel to efimine the drainagegstem, the property, 
Ed the p—rop‘osed transfer and report toThe drainage_authority or court.TT1e hearing 
Efiffie adjourned to malEe_The exaifinatioii and report and a—-date must-be set to 
reconv_e_ne. The techacal panefshall consist, at717r1inimumTofa E-é§Ees’eEEa”vT: SHE 
drainage autT()rity, a representative of the commissioner, a representative of thesoil 
and water conservation district, a?ep_1esentative of thefiboard of water_aEl”s—o_il 
regources, g z_1 viewer. The technical panel shall fioéééd to examine the Z1EEin?gE 
system, the property, andfi property ownerflsmections tofiie proposefiransfer of 
the systeTT and repo1'tTsso—on as possible to the drainage a_uth3rity"or court with tlE 
merits pf fie objections. [lg technical panel §lEl1_l also determine the extent to which 
t_h_e transfer of tll3_ drainage system will damage or‘-take p1‘operty—.Nongovernmei1t 
employee meinbers of the technical pzmel must be compensated in the same manner as 
viewers under section —163E.645, st1bdivisi_<>n—§_:—' 

_ — _ 
- (c) The board of water and soil resources and the commissioner, if requested by 
the drainage authority or court, shall provide any technical assistance, including 
agineering, surveys, hydrologic anafies, or wateTEuality studies as requested by the 
drainage authority gr court. 

fl _ _— 
_(_d2 When gig hearing is reconvened, the drainage authority or court shall consider 

the technical panel’s report_and all evidenceoffered. If the drainage authrify or court 
Ttermines that storm, stirfaczofilood waters along tT1eTrainage system or within the 
benefited areaof the drainage sfitem, could E better ‘I-nfianaged b_y £_t water1—rianageme_rE 
authority, shall authorize the transfer g EIE drainage system. 

Subd. 6. COSTS RELATED TO TRANSFER AND TRANSFER PROCEED- 
INGS. Costs, including engineering and attorney’s fees, related to the proceedings to 
transfer a drainage system must be pzfi by the proposed transferee water managemefi 
authority. If the drainage authority or court orders that the drainage authority should 
not be trd1_1sR=.—r-i'ed, E drainage aidhority shall r—eTnb~dr—se the water management 
afihdfity from E drainage system account—f_Tthe reasonabgvalue pi’ engineering 
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work conducted g pit o_f th_e transfer proceedings. 
Subd. GUARANTEE OF OUTLET; NO COMPROMISE OF EXISTING 

RIGHTS. (a) Any proceeding to transfer all or part of a drainage system to a water 
management authority must guarantee that all rights to an outlet are 
property assessed for baits on the trTsfe—r-red draifig—e_system-dfat least eqfl 
hydraulic efficiency as th_e rights t_o Q outlet that existed E me E of transfer. 

(_b) E transfer o_f a drainage system t_o a water management authority gt a 
compromise of any property right held by an owner of assessed property on the 
transferred drainage system. 

Q A_ water management authority shall compensate E owner o_f property 
assessed fo_r benefits Sm _tlE transferred drainage system for Q‘: hiss or impairment o_f E drainage rights occurring after transfer o_f 99 drainage system. 

Subd. 8. EFFECT OF TRANSFER. (a) Except as provided in this section, after 
transfer 9_f a— drainage system, g any part thedeof, to a v7ater managemefi authorityjtlie 
drainage system ceases to be subfi to_r‘egulation‘1in—der this chapter except that if only 
a portion of a drainage syst-em is trargferred, the water rhiiiagement authorityniafi 
assessed £5 improvements unddr section l03E—.215 or repairs under sections 10i'—75T 
to 103E.fi1 in the manner provided under sectmns 103E.315 and 103E.601 to 
E)3E.615. T_lre_\v2n—er management authority may manage water withigts jurisdictiona 
boundaries according to whatever law contrfithe function of the water management 
authority. The transferred drainagefitem shall become a wo—r‘l<—ah_d a responsibility o_f E transfereewater management authority. Q responsibility o_fW_e drainage authority 
fg the transferred drainage system ends. 

Q Activities conducted E transferred drainage system must continue t9 ye 
eligible §)_r z_1l_l exemptions 2_1n_c_l_ exceptions available E activities conducted public 
drainage systems under sections l03G.2241 and 103G.245. 

Subd. 9. EFFECT ON OTHER LAW. This section does not amend, supersede, 
E repeal an_y existing la_v_v providing f9_r me transfer o_f a draina—,<;e: system under 
chapter, chapter lO3D, pr other E b_l1t supplementary t_o those laws. 

Presented to the governor April 4, 2002 

Signed by the governor April 8, 2002, 2:29 p.m. 

CHAPTER 328—S.F.No. 2150 
An act relating to professions; modifying electrician licensing; requiring rulemaking; 

amending Minnesota Statutes 2000, sections 326. 01, subdivisions 5, 6g, by adding subdivisions; 
326.241, subdivision 1; 326.242, subdivisions .7, 2, 3, 5, 6, 6a, 6b, 6c, 7, 8, 10,‘ 12, by adding a 
subdivision; 326.2421, subdivisions 2, 9; 326.244, subdivisions Ia, 2, 5, 6; 326.245; Minnesota 
Statutes 2001 Supplement, section 326.243," repealing Minnesota Rules, part 38003500, subpart 
12. 
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