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capacity and perform Q13 duties, functions, £1 responsibilities required b_y statute until 
the completion o_f me term of office tg which me person LS elected or until 3 vacancy 
occurs in tire office, whichever occurs earlier. 

Subd. 4. PUBLISHING RESOLUTION; PETITION, REFERENDUM.E 
county board may provide for the appointment (_)f a county oflice as permitted 
section if the resolution to m—alce”t:he ofiice appointive is approved by‘ at least 80 percent 
of the members of the county board. Before the adoption o_f the resfiolutir, tie county 
Eaaiii must publi_sh~zfieso1ution notifying tl;e~p_ublic of its inte—nt t_o considerEr__e option 
once each week fof two consecutive weeks in t_h_e oIfic—ial publication of the county. 
fi)Tlovv-ing fiuI)hc.a—ti_on, the county boardshall provide an opportunfiy at n_e)Lt 

regular mee_ti_f1g for public c:c>—1rt1nent relating FE option, prior to formally adopting 
the option. The resolution may be implementedwithout the submission of the question 
t—o“the votersof die count3mle_ss, within 30 days afterTh~e second pubhcation of the 
resohttion, _a 

petition requesting a referendvtirrrmggtyat least ten percent <3? FEE 
registered voters of the county, filed the county athid-it_<)-r.Tap~etition is filed,E 
resolution may be implemented unless disapproved b_y _a majority of the vaers of {BB 
county votfiggfi question at _a regular g special election. 

_ — _— 
Subd. EFFECTIVE DATE; LOCAL APPROVAL. section effective 

Q13 _c_1_5a_y 
after th_e governing body o_f Polk county afil chief clerical oificer timely 

complete their compliance Minnesota Statutes, section 645.021, subdivisions g 
and 3. 

Presented to the governor March 20, 2002 

Signed by the governor March 22, 2002, 2:11 p.m. 

CHAPTER 259—S.F.No. 2627 
An act relating to health; requiring optometrists and ophthalmologists to give patients 

copies of their prescriptions for contact lensesgestablishing other requirements for access to and 
the content of prescriptions for contact lenses; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota 
Statutes, chapter 145. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [145.711] DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision APPLICATION. Eor purposes of sections 145.711 t_o 145.714, th_e 

following definitions apply. 

Subd. DISPENSING. “Dispensing” means 313 retail delivery 9_f ophthalmic 
goods t_o a patient. 

Subd. 3. FITTING. “Fitting” means the performance 9;“ mechanical procedures 
and measurements necessary to adapt ailficontact lenses after an fie examination 
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E1 supervision o_f th_e trial wearing g E contact lenses, which may require revisions 
during the trial period. 

Subd. OPHTHALMIC GOODS. “Ophthalmic goods” means eyeglasses, fie E more eyeglass components fir which a prescription required, o_r contact lenses. 

Subd. OPHTHALMIC SERVICES. “Ophthalmic services” means the mea- 
suring, fitting, adjusting, fabricating, pr prescribing o_f ophthalmic goods after an 313 
examination. 

Subd. OPTOMETRIST. “Optometrist” means Q individual licensed 9 
practice optometry under sections 148.52 9 148.62. 

Subd. 8. PRESCRIPTION. “Prescription” means a written directive from an 
optometristdr physician for contact lenses that must include the manufacturer’s brarfi 
name, powe_r, base curv—e, the name anfielephone numfier of the prescribing 
optometrist or plI§7s_ician, patit;’s name, Hi the expiration d_at_e_: _oi’—:lEEescription. If 
‘applicable, th_e prescription may al_s2 infide diameter, axis, add power, cylinder, 
peripheral curve, optical zone, g center thickness, 

Subd. PHYSICIAN. “Physician” means Q individual licensed to practice 
medicine under chapter 

Sec. 2. [145.712] REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTACT LENSES PRESCRIP- 
TIONS. 

Subdivision 1. COPY OF PRESCRIPTION. An optometrist or physician must 
provide a patient_with a copy of the patient’s presF~iption upon Empletion o-1% 
patient’s—eye exarn1TnaTio_r1E<i_fitting.‘-An optometrist or physician may refuse toqgii/E 
a patient Topy of the patiafs prescrfiion until after_t-he patient has_paid for t—he—5Ie 
exarninati_on and—fitfig, but only if the optor—r1_s=Trisj firsician wEld_l1—a\IT3-Irefiilig 
immediate pa—3Irnent fro_n_1_t_l1? p_atE1t if the exaTnination had reveE that no 
ophthalmic goods were requgi. 

_ — —~ __ - 
Subd. 2. PRESCRIPTION EXPIRATION DATE. A prescription written by an 

optometrist—or physician must expire two years after it iswfitten, unless a diffe~re_nt 
expiration dzfe is warranted by the patient’s oculfieaitli If the prescriptidn is valid 
for less thadTwo_ years, the 0-ptoI—nTetrist or physician must notemre medical reason for E pTs<?ri_ptiE_s expiratidn date in the I-)atient’s record ant-fl.rT1i1;c>rally explain to the 
patient a_t the fig o_f the eyeEami§ion th_e reason 3% prescription’s expiration 
date. 

Subd. 3. PRESCRIPTION VERIFICATION. An optometrist or physician must 
promptly regpond to any request received from a phy—sician, optome_t:r-‘ist, opticiafi 
contact lens retailer—to~v—erify a patient’s prescription information in order for the persdri 
requestifithe information to—accurately dispense the contact lenses. Veri_fi#<:2Ei-on must 
be requeste_d_ by telephone,_ fax, or through elecfronic communications during the 
prescribefs ngmal businessTour_s,. Consistently failing 9 respond t_o ver‘ificat1'o—n 
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requests within a reasonable period o_f time grounds fig disciplinary action lly_ the 
respective regulatory board. 

Subd. PROHIBITED CONDUCT. When filling a contact le_ns prescription,Q 
optometrist, physician, 3 contact IE retailer may: 

(1) substitute or any way dispense a diiferent contact lens than E contact lens 
ordered pp tlg prescription; 

(22 dispense a contact lens tor a period g time beyond th_e written expiration date; 
01‘ 

Q2 dispense contact lenses E Q not based on prescription parameters pursuant 
t_o a valid prescription. 

Subd. DISPENSING RECORDS. A copy of the dispensing records mustE 
_k£p_t o_n @ at the dispensing location Q a period o_f n_o Ii th_an_ 1;w_o years. 

Sec. 3. [145.713] OPTOMETRIST AND PHYSICIAN PRACTICES. 
Subdivision PROHIBITED CONDUCT. E optometrist E physician may: 
(1) condition the availability E‘ an eye examination or the release of a prescription 

t_o a tgtient on a reauirement that the_paIier1t agree to purchfia ophthalmic goods from 
the optometrist or physicianfligwperformed the eye examination or from another 
specified optomeirist g physician; 

— — _ —"— 
(2) charge a patient a fee in addition to the optometrist’s or physician’s 

examrnation aid fitting E a_sa—comiition of releash1—g the prescriptionTo the patient. 
An optometrist omysician may charge— a reasonable additional f§7or fitting 
Ththalmic goods_dispensed by-another practitioner if that fee is impos?l at— the time 
the fitting is performed; or 

_ _ T * _ T T‘ __- 

Q_)_ prescribe a manufacturer’s brand name contact lens E c_ap only E dispensed 
through % prescribing physician or optometrist’s office. 

§.l)_d_. 2. CONTRAINDICATIONS FOR CONTACT LENSES. If an optom- 
etrist or physician determines % a patient’s ocular health presents a con~t'ra_indication 
for contact lenses, the optometrist or physician must orally inform-the patient of the 
Eitraindication _an_d—rnust document the in the patie_n_t’s record;5 
optometrist or physician may exc1ud~e~—categories of contgtfinses where clinically 
indicated. 

~ .— - 
Subd. WAIVERS OF LIABILITY PROHIBITED. N2 optometrist or 

physician m;a_y_ place on a patient’s prescription, require a patient to sign, or deliverto 
a patient 'a form or notice waiving liability or responsibility for th:3—a1ccuracy of the e); 
exanrination or The accuracy of the ophthalmic goods E1cfi)phthalrr1icwser—vices 
dispensed by '2-1i1otl1—<:r practitioner: P—rdhibiting waivers of li2Flity under this subdivi- 
sion E IR impose liability on an optometrist or physician for the ophthmiic goods 
Ebphthalmc services dispensTe—d~l§y another praI:_titioner purstfirrfio the optometrist’s 
or physician’s prescription. 

_ I‘ I‘. 
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Sec. 4. »[145.714] ENFORCEMENT. 
Failure to comply with sections 145.711 t_o 145.713 shall E grounds Eor 

disciplinary action by th_e board o_f optometry or t_hc_3 board o_f medical practice. 
Presented to the governor March 20, 2002 
Signed by the governor March 22, 2002, 2:07 pm. 

CHAPTER 260——S.F.No. 3115 
An act relating to state government; regulating state energy savings contracts; amending 

Minnesota Statutes 2000, section 16C.14. 

BE. IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2000, section 16C..14, is amended to read: 
l6C.14 ENERGY EFFICIENCY INSTALLMENT PURCHASES. 

- Subdivision 1. CONTRACT CONDITIONS. The commissioner may ‘contract to 
purchase by installment payments capital or other equipment or services‘ intended to 
improve the energy efliciency E reduce E energy costs of a state building or facility 
if: 

(1) the term of the contract does not exceed‘ ten 15 years, with not more than a 
ten-year 15-year .payback beginning at the completion of the project; ' 

_

1 

' 

(2) the entire cost of the contract is a percentage of the resultant savings in energy 
costs only and measurable operational costs. “Savings in energy cost” means a 
comparison '3 energy cost and energy usage under the precontract conditions, 
including reasonable projections of energy cost and usage if no change is made to the 
precontract conditions, against energy cost and usage with the changes made under the 
contract. If it is impractical not cost effective to directly measure energy cost and/or 
energy usage, reasonable erfirgingng estimates may be substituted for measured 
results. “Savings in measurable operational costs” may include savings from inventory 
reductions and ouEide maintenance expense, but dfiiot include savings from -in-house 
_StiiT 1_a§95f— 

C A 
_ __ — 1* —~__ —— T7.- 

(3) the contract for purchase must be completed using a solicitation; 

(4) the commissioner has determined that the contract vendor is a responsible 
vendor; V 

(5) the contract vendor can finance or obtain financing for the performance of the 
contract without state assistance or guarantee; and 

(6) the state may unilaterally cancel the agreement if the legislature fails to 
appropriate funds to continue the contract or if the contractor at any time during ‘the 
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