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CHAPTER 345-H.F.No. 3042 
An act relating to regulated industries; modifying certain provisions of power purchase con- 

tracts and biomass fiiel exemptions; lengthening exemption period for large telephone company to 
change rates; modifying provisions for public utilities commission to assess costs of certain pro- 
ceedings; providing additional antislamming and disclosure requirements on long—distance service 
providers; clarifiiing requi. ements relating to notification of price increases; requiring provision of 
international toll blocking; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 21 6B.2424, subdivision 3; 
237.295; 237. 66, subdivisions la, 3, and by adding subdivisions; 237.74, subdivision 6, and by ad- 
ding a subdivision; and 325E692, subdivision 1; Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, sections 
216B. 1645; 23 7. 072; and 237.163, subdivision 8; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Stat- 
utes, chapter 23 7; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 325E692, subdivision 8; Minnesota 
Statutes 1997 Supplement, section 237.66, subdivision 1 b. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, section 216B.1645, is amended to 

read: 

2l6B.1645 POWER PURCHASE CONTRACTS OR INVESTMENTS. 
Upon the petition of a public utility, the public utilities commission shall approve or 

disapprove power purchase contracts or investments entered into or made by the utility to 
satisfy the wind and biomass mandates contained in sections 216B.2423 and 2l6B.2424. 
The expenses incurred in accordance with the contract and the reasonable investments 
madebyapubfieufifityudththeapprwalefflieeemmissienshdlbeiaemdedbythe 

in its determination efjust and reasenablerates: by the utility over the dura- 
tion of the approved contract or useful life of the investment slfilfirecovefiefinm the 
ratepayers of the utility, to the extent they are not offset by utility revenues attributable to 
the contract-s'c7r_investtn§1E Upon petition bfi publicutility, the commission shall ap- 
pfove or apprdve as modified a rate schedule providing for the automatic adjustment of 
charges to recover the expenses or costs approved by the commission. Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to determine the _manner or extent to which revenues deriva 
from otl1?gen_eration facilities of the utimi may be Ednsideredin determining the recov- 
ery of the approved cost or expenses associated with the mandated contracts or invest- 
E131}; event th§i_? retail competition @—CEEtT'lT(? energy. 

‘- 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 2l6B.2424, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. FUEL EXEMPTION.vOver the duration of the contract of a biomass pow- 
er facility selected to satisfy the mandate in subdivision 5, fuel sources that are not bio- 
mass may be used to satisfy up to 25 percent of the fuel requirements of abiomass power 
facility selected to satisfy the biomass power mandate in subdivision 5 . A biomass power 
facility selected to satisfy the mandate in subdivision 5 also may use fur? sources that are 
not biomass during any period when bio_mass fuel sources are not reasonably available to 
Efacility due to anWircumstances constituting an act of Gofiiuel sources that are na 
%mass used duriiié such a period of biomass fE:1?)drce unyilability shall Etfi 
counted t'(mTrd the 25Wcent exemption providain this subdivision. Forfi<FesT)f 
this subdivision, “acgf God” means any natural disa§eEr other naturalmenomenon Sf 
Exceptional, inevitable, o_r irresistible character, inclu_cIing, IE n_ot limited tg flood, 
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fire, drought, earthquake, and crop failure resulting from climatic conditions, infestation, 
or disease. 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, section 237.072, is amended to read: 

237.072 LIMITATION ON RATE CHANGES. 
(a) After December 15, 1997, the commission, notwithstanding any provision to the 

contrary, shall not allow an incumbent telephone company with more than 1,000,000 ac- 
cess lines in Minnesota to change its retail rates for telecommunications services without 
a determination of its revenue requirement pursuant to section 237.075 unless the incum- 
bent telephone company is regulated pursuant to sections 237.76 to 237.773. 

(b) If, prior to December 15, 1997, the incumbent telephone company petitions the 
cormnission to become subject to an alternative regulation plan under sections 237.76 to 
237 .773, paragraph (a) shall not apply to the petitioning company until 4:80 270 days after 
the date of the filing of the petition.

1 
Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, section 237.163, subdivision 8, is 

amended to read: 

Subd. 8. UNIFORM STATEWIDE STANDARDS. (a) To ensure the safe and con- 
venient use of public rights—of—-way in the state, the public utilities commission shall de- 
velop and adopt by March-1-, -1-998 June 1, 1929, statewide construction standards for the 
purposes of achieving substantial sfixfide uniformity in construction standards where 
appropriate, providing competitive neutrality among telecommunications right—of—way 
users, and permitting efficient use of technology. The standards shall govern: 

(1) the terms and conditions of right—of—way construction, excavation, mainte- 
nance, and repair; and 

(2) the terms and conditions under which telecommunications facilities and equip- 
ment are placed in the public right—of—way. 

(b) The public utilities commission is authorized to review, upon complaint by an 
aggrieved telecommunications right—-of~way user, a decision or regulation by a local 
government unit that is alleged to violate a statewide standard. 

(0) A local unit of government may not adopt an ordinance or other regulation that 
conflicts with a standard adopted by the commission for the purposes described in para- 
graph (a). ~ 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 237.295, is amended to read: 
237.295 ASSESSMENT OF REGULATORY EXPENSES. 
Subdivision 1. PAYMENT FOR INVESTIGATIONS. (a) Whenever the depart- 

ment or commission, in a proceeding upon its own motion, on (T5-mplaint, or upon an ap- 
plication to it, considers it necessary, in order to carry out the duties imposed on it, to in- 
vestigate the books, accounts, practices, and activities of; or make appraisals o£ the prop- 
erty of—, a telephone any company, or to render engineering or aeeounting sewiees to a 
telephone company; the telephone company parties to E proceeding shall pay the ex- 
penses reasonably attributable to the appraisal, or service proceeding. The 
department and commission shall ascertain the expenses, and the department shall render 
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a bill for those expenses. to the telephone eempany parties, either at the conclusion of the 
imles&gatien;appraisahersepviees;er£remtimemtimeduéngitspregress proceeding. 
The department is authorized to submit billings to parties at intervals selected by the de- 
partment duringfi course o_f? proceeding. 7 _ _—-T— 

(b) The allocation of costs may be adjusted for cause by the commission during the 
coursfiofia proceeding, Encfiifilosing offie dockeTaHcTissuance of an order.Tn 
addition_t<W1e rights granted in subfivision 3:partTes to a pro—r:eeding mayflobject to tl§ 
allocation_at§1y time during tfi proceeding.VVithdrawalby a party to a-pr—oceeding_does 
not absolvelfimfrom paying allocated costs as d6t6I‘I'I—T1:lT6d by thebomnussion.-The 
Emmissiondnay decide that a party should not pay_ any allocatedbbfiof the proceedirg 

(c) The bill constitutes notice of the assessment and a demand for payment. The 
amoufiof the bills assessed by the department under this subdivision must be paid by the 
telephene eempany parties into the state treasury within 30 days from the date of assess- 
ment. The total amount, in a calendar year, for which a telephone company may become 
liable, by reason of costs incurred by the department and commission within that calendar 
year, may not exceed two—fifths of one percent of the gross jurisdictional operating reve- 
nue of the telephone company in the last preceding calendar year. Direct charges may be 
assessed without regard to this limitation until. the gross jurisdictional operating revenue 
of the telephone company for the preceding calendar year has been reported for the first 
time. Where, under this subdivision, costs are incurred within a calendar year that are in 
excess of two—fifths of one percent of the gross jurisdictional operating revenues, the ex- 
cess costs are not chargeable as part of the remainder under subdivision 2; but must be 

Q Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (e), for purposes g assessing the cost 
pf a proceeding t_o a party, “party” means a_n_y entity or group subject to E laws an_cl rules 
o_f state, however organized, whether public E private, whether domestic E foreign, 
whether E profit or ‘nonprofit, and whether natural, corporate, o_r political, such as a 
business or commer_cial enterprisEb_rganized as any type or combination of corporation, 
limited liability company, partnership, linn?=,Tl—i$Hi-ty_ partnership, Eoprietorship, 
association, cooperative, joint venture, carrier, or utility, and any successor or assignee of 
any of them; a social or charitable organization; and any type or combination of political 
subdivision, which includes the executive, judici-aT,‘<‘)1'—legi§la1t—ive branch of the state, a 
local government unit, an agery of the state. or a local_government unit, or a—co—fn_binatior_1 
o_f E o_f them. 

(e) For assessment and billing purposes, “party” does not include the department of 
publifierfice or the resid?1tial utilities division of the7fT1ce_of attorney_g-eneral; any en: 
tity or group instituted primarily for the purpose of mutual Help and not conductedfl 
1_)r_otl—t_; intervenors awarded compen_s2H)n under se_ction 237.T75,—Sl_.lBd_l-V—lSl0Il 10; or an—y 
individual or group or counsel for the individual or group representing the interests 3.fe—ml— 
users or classes of end users of services provided by telephone companies or telecommu- 
nications car1iers,—£_determined Q fie commisfiin. 

Subd. 2. ASSESSMENT OF COSTS. The department and commission shall quar- 
terly, at least 30 days before the start of each quarter, estimate the total of their expendi- 
tures in the performance of their duties relating to telephone companies, other than 
amounts chargeable to telephone companies under subdivision 1, 5, or 6. The remainder 
must be assessed by the department to the telephone companies operating in this state in 
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proportion to their respective gross jurisdictional operating revenues during the last cal- 
endar year. The assessment must be paid into the state treasury within 30 days after the 
bill has been mailed to the telephone companies. The bill constitutes notice of the assess- 
ment and demand of payment. The total amount that may be assessed to the telephone 
companies under this subdivision may not exceed one—eighth of one percent of the total 
gross jurisdictional operating revenues during the calendar year. The assessment for the 
third quarter of each fiscal year must be adjusted to compensate for the amount by which 
actual expenditures by the commission and department for the preceding fiscal year were 
more or less than the estimated expenditures previously assessed. A telephone company 
with gross jurisdictional operating revenues of less than $5,000 is exempt from assess- 
ments under this subdivision. 

Subd. 3. OBJECTIONS. Within 30 days after the date of the mailing of any bill as 
provided by subdivisions 1 and, 2, 5, and 6, thetelephoneeompaay patties to the proceed- 
ing, against which the bill hasnbeenuafisessed, may file with the commissionobjections 
Eting out the grounds upon which it is claimed the bill is excessive, erroneous, unlawful, 
or invalid. The commission shall within 60 days provide fora mntested oasehearing and 
issue an order in accordance with its findings. The order shall be appealable in the same 
manner as other final orders of the commission. 

Subd. 4. INTEREST IMPOSED. The amounts assessed against any telephone 
company or other party that is not paid after 30 days after the mailing of a notice advising 
the te1eph§1%n—p—a'Ily I?otT1er party of the amount assessed against it, shall draw inter- 
est at the rate of six percent per sign, and upon failure to pay the assessment the attor- 
ney general shall proceed by action in the name of the state against the telephone compa- 
ny Q E to collect the amount due, together with interest and the cost of the suit. 

Subd. 5. ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING COSTS; APPROPRIATION. Any 
amounts billed to the commission or the department by the office of administrative hear- 
ings for telephone contested case hearings held pursuant to section 237.25 shall be as- 
sessed by the commissioner or the the Qephone company parties to 
the proceeding. The assessment shall be paid into the state treasury within 30 days after}; E which constitutes notice of the assessment and demand for payment of it, has been 
mailed to the telephone eornpany parties. Money received shall be credited to a special 
account and is appropriated to the commissioner or the department for payment to the 
office of administrative hearings. 

Subd. 6. EXTENDED AREA SERVICE BALLOTIN G ACCOUNT; AP- 
PROPRIATION. The extended area service balloting account is created as a separate 
account in the special revenue fund in the state treasury. The commission shall render 
separate bills to telephone companies only for direct balloting costs incurred by the com- 
mission under section 237.161. The bill constitutes notice of the assessment and demand 
of payment. The amount of a bill assessed by the commission under this subdivision must 
be paid by the telephone company into the state treasury within 30 days from the date of 
assessment. Money received under this subdivision must be credited to the extended area 
service balloting account and is appropriated to the commission. 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 237.66, subdivision 1a, is amended to read: 

Subd. la. NOTICE TO CUSTOl\'IERS_;_ RIGHT E REQUIRE PRIOR AU- THORIZATION. (3) Each residential and commercial telecommunications carrier cus- 
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tomer may elect to require that the telephone company serving the customer receive au- 
thorization from thecustomer before a request to serve that customer from a different in- 
trastate telecommunications carrier than the carrier currently serving the customer is pro- 
cessed. 

{b}Fe£newmstalla%bns;atelepheneeempanyshaHae&BIa£e§denfial%e9mmeF 
eiflewmmere£the§gmdesedbedmpasagmph(a)whenflaewstemeriméaHyrequess 

(e)¥Afifineneyeare£Januafil4:l991;ateleeemmuniea&emem¥iershallne&£y 
eaehef#se9ésfingre§denéalaaéeemnerei$eufiememe£fi1eéghtdewébedinpm+ 
gmphéa%$heaetieemaybemadeasabiHingmsenTAayeusmmeraefifiea&ene£the 

mfllanguageandthefenmeentengmdstybefithewmeéaadeashfllbewnastemwith 

panye£thatdea§emNesepas%eeh&sgemaybeimpesedmthewsmme£ferelee&ngm 
awmketheéghtdesefibedinparagmphéaémmehangethfieleefiembutatelephene 
eempanymayreeeve£inmtesthereasenab1eeesme£aéministeéngtheeleefiem 

€e)L£awstemerhaseleewdwexereisethefightdemfibedmparagmph{a%thete1e 
phenewmpmryshallnetpmeessawquestwsenethewstemerbyaaeérertelemmmw 

eleetedwexereisethefightdeseébedinparagmph€a%the%mpmymaypmeessa£e 

€9Aeaa4e£may£equestsuehaehangeiftheeustemerhasau9)efizedtheehange 
eitheremflyermwéfingsignedbytheeustemeefitheemfiermquesmaehangeinawe 

Q9beab1empresengupeneemplaimbytheeustemegvedfiedwthefizatien£erthe 
ehangebytheeustemer: 

aatherieatienwasmade: 

ég-)Intheease’e£an9£alauthe1=1zat1en—' 
' ' 

earner’ deesaetre— 

fien;meemfiermu%eiQaerbea£theéskthattheehmgewmesewieee£meemfiawHlbe 

Qéimmedéatelyretumtheeustemerwflaesewieeefitheeuswmefiseégmalsewme 

£ersuehse£vieesi£therequestteservetheeuste}ne£hadnetbeeamade= 
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éhflftheearflerisnotablempresengupeneemplaintbytheeuswmeavedfiedaw 
therizatienreeeived from the.eustenaerasrequireelunderpa1=agraph(t1)andtlaeea1=rierdid 
notretumthe eustemertetlaeseevieeefthe eustemeriseriginalservieeprev-iderasre~ 
quiredunderparagraph(-g-);theehanget9these1=vieee£t1qeearriershallbedeemedtelae 
unaumefizedfiemflaedateflaeearfierrequeueddaeehmgelnthatwenadieearfier 
shall+ 

éBbearafleesm9finnnedmtelymmrmngtheeustemermfliesewieee£&ieeustem- 
er—’s eriginal sepviee previder—; and 

éfibearallwsmefseaéngthatwswmerdufingthepefiedefumutherizedsewiee: 

é}Forpurpesesefparagraphs{Q;ég%and(h%autherizaéenrequkedmth%epM+ 
gsaphsmaybevefifiedufihangmymethedthatiseensistemwiflifederalhwmdmgw 
latiem

‘ 

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 237.66, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. 1c. TIMING OF NOTICE; NEW CUSTOMERS. For new installations, a 
telephone cE1pany shall notify a residential or commercial cu%IEr_of the right de: 
scribed in subdivisicffi when The customerinitially requests intraex$aTge?e?vi<? 
Any cusEmer notification of the fights set forth in this section shall be provided utilizing 
uniform, competitively neutrafianguagezlhe form, conterfindstyle of the autho- 
rization shall be consistent with federal 15:7 aid“ regulation and §lE1‘1E1Eg'u_age pro- 
vided _an_T1ppEved by me pufiic uti1ities—c()KI1ission. 

__ ”— —_ Z 
See. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 237.66, is amended by adding a subdivi- 

sion to read: 

Subd. 1d. CHANGE OF ELECTION. A customer may change the election under 
subdivisiofla at any time by notifying the telinhone COIIIIFI)’ of that decision. No sepa- 
rate charge may be imposed on the customer for electing to exercise the right des_<§1'_bed in 
subdivision la or to change that election, but a telephone company may recover in rates E reasonabfi c_ofi o_f admfistering g1ee—1«e<:_tion. ‘gm *-'- 

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 237.66, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

Subd. 3. ENFORCEMENT. If, after an expedited procedure conducted under sec- 
tion 237.61, the commission finds that a telephone company is failing to provide disclo- 
sure as required under subdivision 1, or the notification required under la; 
paragraphséb) and(e) subdivision 1_c, it shall order the company to take corrective action 
as necessary. ' 

Sec. 10. [237.661] ANTISLAMMING. 
Subdivision 1. ANTISLAMMING DUTIES OF LOCAL TELEPHONE COM- 

PANY. If a custormar has elected to exercise the right described in section 237.66, subdi- 
vision _1E,_ me telephone company serving E Ttomer shall Eat process a request to 
serve t_l_1_e customer lfl another telecommunfiuions carrieTitE1t prior authorizatitm 
from th_e customer. If a customer has not elected to exercise the right described in that 
subdivision, the cornpany may prcgsfirequest 5 serve tl1ec—IJs%=.r by anotheTt£ 
communications carrier. 

— _ _ — —* : 
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Subd. 2. ANTISLANIMIN G DUTIES OF SOLICITIN G CARRIER. (a) A tele- 
communiciions carrier may request that the telephone company sewing a cusfiierfi 
cess a change in that cust5fi§er’s 1ong—distance provider, if the customer_has authori-zed 
tlrauhange eith_er—<)—ra1ly or in writing signed by the customenfiior to requesfing a change 
i_-{fa customer’s long—distance service provider, the carrier must confirm:

_ 

Q th_e customer’s identity with information unique t_o t_h_e customer, unless t_h_e_ cus- 
tomer refused t_o provide identifying information, then Eat fact should be noted; Q tlLt Q3 customer h_as_ been informed o_f th_e offering made by the carrier; 

£1 than E customer understands th_at th_e customer being requested t_o change 
telecommunication carriers; - 

Q E fie customer has E authority t_o authorize tl'1_e change; and 
(5) that the customer agrees to the change. 

_(b)_ After requesting th_e change long—distance service provider, me carrier must: Q notify gig customer writing @ E request _l1a_s been processed; a_nd 
(2) be able to produce, upon complaint by the customer, evidence that the carrier 

verifi—e7d_ the—au_tl1oTization by the customer to Eiafge the customer’s lontcgjfislairce ser- 
vice provider. If the canierEeT1 negative check—off verification procedure as defined_ir_1 
subdivision 4, paragraph (c), the evidence must include a tape recording of tlg initial oral 
authorization. 

Subd. 3. PENALTY FOR SLAMMING. If the carrier is not able to present, upon 
complaint 131 the customer, evidence that complies“ with sub—di—iEitT2,_paragraph (b), 
clause (2), t-h_e—ch—ange to the service officarrier is deged to be unaut-Horized fromfie 
date th_§arFer requestcdftlg chang§_lE—% ever}, E carrEr?hall: :— 

(I) bear all costs of immediately returning the customer to the service of the custom- 
er’s original serviceprovider; and 

£_2_) bear all costs of serving E customer during the period o_f unauthorized service. 
Subd. 4. VERIFICATION PROCEDURES; EVIDENCE OF AUTHORIZA- 

TION. (a) fiistomer authorization for a change in the custorner’s long—distance service 
provider_r_nay be verified using a veri—fication procedufe that complies with federallaw or 
regulation. Except as provided in paragraph (b), the requirement that the carrier be abletd 
produce evidence of customer authorization is satisfied if the carrier uses a federally au- 
thorized verificatitm procedure. 

~ — —— :_ —‘ 

(b) If federal law or regulation authorizes a carrier to use a negative check—off verifi- 
cation procedure, and the carrier does so, the carrier must be able to produce a tape re- 
cording of the initiEor_al_au,tl1oriza—tE1—b-37 E customer—tFcli_an_gTl5f1g—distan<:"cs's72'r_vic—e 
providers_2§videncTf the authorizatfirr The initial Gal authorization must include 
confirmatigr ff fire iternshsted subdivisior1_2_, paragra—})l1Q 

‘ Q “Negative check—oft” means a verification procedure _tl_rg consists 
(1) an initial oral authorization by the customer to change long—distance service pro- 

viders; and 
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(2) a mailing to the customer by the-soliciting telecommunications carrier regarding 
the chahge in service providers that informs the customer that if the customer fails to can- E E change service providers, E change E deemed authorized an_c_l verified. 

Sec. 11. [237.662] NOTICE AND DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS OF 
LONG-DISTANCE PROVIDERS. 

Subdivision 1. INFORMATION REQUIRED. When contacted by a customer re- 
garding the purchase of long-distance telecommunications services, <_)_r_\_;vhen soliciting 
customegvia mail or_telephone, a provider of long—distance services gig provideE 
customer w_ithme—f51_lowing information, if the service being offered to die customer, 
about the ser—vice_offering either orally 9ri_n_v»7riting: 

'- 

(l) the price or range of prices of interstate message Q service accessed by dialing “l+”§ “l0—xxx”, includmg any d_i-fference prices fo_r evening, night, _gr—weekend 
calls; 

(2) the price or range of prices g intrastate interLATA message toll service accessed 
by dialing “1+” _o_r “10—xxx”, including fly difference prices fo_r evening, night, g 
weekend calls; 

(3) the price or range of prices o_f intrastate intraLATA message toll service accessed 

by dialing “1+” g “10—xxx”, including a_riy_ difference prices fog evening, night, g 
weekend; 

(4_) E minimum volume requirements, fixed flat fees, service charges, surcharges, 
termination charges or other non—service—specit"1c charges, including £h_e_ f_ac_t E the 
provider o_f local service may charge a one—time k_e Q changing carriers; a_n_d 

(5_) ar1_y special promotional rate Q promotional offering related t_o @ services of 
prices described clauses Q) to Q above, including any limitations or restrictionsQ 
the promotional rates o_r offerings. 

Subd. 2. PRICE, TERMS, AND RESTRICTIONS IN WRITING. If a customer 
agrees to purchase telecommunications services from the provider of longifitance ser- 
vices oda presubscription basis, the provider shall sendfie customer-written informatfi 
regarding services subscribed to, containing: 

(1) the information regarding prices E charges described subdivision 1, clauses Qtgfl 
(2) the price for calls placed with a calling card issued to the customer by the provid- 

E Ed gig surcharge Q placing calls with a calling card; 
(I’>_)tl1_e price g)_r_ calls charged 39 £h_e customer when a personal “I-800” number fg 

long-distance services issued t_o fie customer by Q9 provider used; aid 

Q me price o_f directory assistance calls. 
This written information must E sent t2 th_e customer within seven business days 

from the date g t_h_e verification o_f th_e customer’s authorization, unless federal l_a_vs_/ or 
regulation requires notice t_o be sent b_y E earlier date. 

Subd. FILED TARIFFS N0 DEFENSE. That a telecommunications carrier has 
intrastate tariffs or price lists for the services listed in subdivisions 1 and 2 on file with the 
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public utilities commission E department o_f public service is not a defense to any action 
brought E failure to disclose intrastate prices for which disclosure required under 
section. 

Sec. 12: ‘[237.663] LOADING. 
gag Except § provided paragraph 92 o_r a telephone company E telecommu- 

nications carrier providing local service shall n_ot charge a telephone service subscriber, 
as defined in section 325E692, for a telephone or telecommunications service that is not 
required fl_t_h_e commission to b_?offered and fi which E subscriber not explicitly 
contract. 

(b) If a charge is assessed on a per—use basis for a service described in paragraph (a), 
the charge must be zflplied as agedit to the subscr$eF’s next monthly bilfif the subscrib- 
er notifies the telephonecompany or telecommunications carrier that the subscriber did E utilizetE service _o_r not atfiiorize the utilization Q? E se—r_\dc—e._ — 

(c) A telephone company or telecommunications carrier that receives a notification 
fromfielephone service subscrfier under paragraph (b) shall ifinn the subscriber of the 
ability to block the services from future use by the subscriber, and shall block the services 
from future use by the subscriber, if the subscriber so requests. If a subscriber requests 
W1-t—the carri'eE)r_Eo7n"pany not blocT< E serviceor lzfer requests t_oI1ave the block lifted, 
Egsiibscriber E be resptmsible fcfcharges cau_sed by the futur_<=,‘1Hli_z21t;1T(>r1<>That ser- 
vice. lie carrier E" company may n_o_t charge a recurring £33 for blocking the service. 

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 237.74, subdivision 6, is amended to read: 
Subd. 6. TARIFF OR PRICE LIST CHANGES. (a) Telecommunications carriers 

may: 

(1) decrease the rate for a service, or make any change in a tariff or price list that 
results in a decrease in rates, effective without notice to its customers or the commission; 
and 

(2) offer a new service, increase the rate for a service, or change the terms, condi- 
tions, rules, and regulations of its service offering effective upon notice to its customers. 
Subject to subdivisions 2 and 9, a telecommunications carrier may discontinue a service, 
except that a telecommunications carrier must first obtain prior commission approval be- 
fore discontinuing service to another telecommunications carrier if end users would be 
deprived of service because of the discontinuance. 

(b) A telecommunications carrier may give notice to its customers by bill inserts, by 
publication in newspapers of general circulation, or by any other reasonable means. 
However, notice of increases for intrastate residential rates for the services referenced in 
section 237.662, Eibdivision T,-shall be made by bill mfitfififiiinentiy displaying if 
notice of price increase on the_c1Eo—m—ef’s bill}? Wa direct mailing or phone call to th—e 
customer. Customer not—iEe's—for increases -—<3f_ii1t_r:1s_ta_te rates for tho_se—services-frlufiE 
clude is 3 heading “NOTIC]E—(3F PRICE I‘1\TcREAsE”."“ 

“ —_ —— 
Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 237.74, is amended by adding a subdivi- 

~ sion to read: 

Subd. INTERNATIONAL CALL BLOCKING. A telecommunications gr: E 93 pwri pr conjunction with th_e telephone subscriber’s provider pf local tele- 
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phone service, shall offer comprehensive international toll blocking of nondomestic area 
codes fiat £13 part o_f th_e North American numbering plans, § 3 condition Q offering 
service Minnesota. 

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 325E692, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. DEFINITIONS. (a) For the purposes of this section, the following 
terms have the meanings given them. 

(b) “Information service” means a billed service transmitted exclusively orally via 
the telecommunications network that may include provision of information or advice, 
participation in trivia or other games, participation in adult conversation or other group 
bridging services, or provision of similar billed services. An information service may be 
accessed by an information service customer by various methods including, but not lim- 
ited to, dialing at 1-900 or 1-800 telephone number, or by the customer receiving a collect 
call from an information service provider following the customer’s 1-800 call. 

(c) “Information service customer” means a person who receives information trans- 
mitted from or participates in conversation enabled by an information service provider. 

(d) “Information service provider” means a person who provides information ser- 
vices and directly, or indirectly through a billing agent, either charges information ser- 
vice customers for use of the information service or includes the costs associated with 
providing information services th_e charge Q a_ long—distance c_a_ll. 

(e) “Telephone service subscriber” means a person who contracts with a telephone 
company for telephone services. 

Sec. 16. REPEALER. 
Q Minnesota Statutes 1997 Supplement, section 237.66, subdivision 1_b, re; 

pealed. 

_(b2 Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 325F.692, subdivision §_, repealed. 

Sec. 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, and 1_6, paragraph (b), are effective the diy following final enact- 

ment. Sections 6 t_o E E 'Ld l_6, paragraph (a), are effective £11! L 1998. SectionE 
effective January 1, 1999. 

Presented to the governor March 27, 1998 
Signed by the governor March 31, 1998, 10:52 a.m. 

CHAPTER 346——S.F.No. 2149 
VETOED 

CHAPTER 347——S.F.No. 2221 
VETOED 
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