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Section 24 is effective f_ot claims §o_r refund filed_or_1 o_r after th_e dfl following final 
enactment. 

Signed by the governor May 2, 1997, 3:25 p.m. 

CHAPTER 85——S.F.No. 1 

An act relating to welfare reform; establishing the Minnesota family investment program-—sta- 
tewide and work first program pilot projects; making changes to public assistance programs; mak- 
ing technical changes; making program integrity initiatives; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, 
sections 13.46, subdivisions 1 and 2; 13.82, subdivision 1; 84.98, subdivision 3; 1364.125, subdivi- 
sion 2; 196.27; 237.70, subdivision 4a; 254B.02, subdivision 1; 256.01, subdivisions 2 and 4a; 
256.017, subdivisions 1, 2, and 4; 256.019; 256.031, subdivision 5, and by adding a subdivision; 
256.033, subdivisions 1 and 1 a; 256.045, subdivision 3; 256.046; 256.736, subdivision 3a; 256.74, 
subdivision 1, and by adding a subdivision; 256.81; 256.82, subdivision 2; 256.935, subdivision 1; 
25 6.9354, by adding a subdivision; 256.98, subdivisions 1, 4, and 8; 256.981; 256.983, subdivisions 
1 and 4; 256.984, subdivision 1; 256.986; 256.986], subdivisions 1, 2, 4, and 5; 256B.055, subdivi- 
sions 3, 5, and by adding a subdivision; 256B. 056, subdivisions la, 3, and 4; 256B.05 7, subdivisions 
1, 1b, and 2b; 256B.06, subdivision 4, and by adding a subdivision; 256B.062; 256D.01, subdivi- 
sions 1, 1a, and 1e; 256D.02, subdivisions 6 and 12a; 256D.03, subdivision 3; 256D.05, subdivi- 
sions 1, 2, 5, 7, and 8,‘ 256D.051, subdivisions 1 a, 2a, 3a, and by adding a subdivision,‘ 256D.055,' 
256D.06, subdivision 2; 256D.08, subdivisions 1 and 2; 25 6D.09, subdivision 6, and by adding a 
subdivision; 256D.435, subdivision 3; 256D.44, subdivision 5; 256E.03, subdivision 2; 256E.06, 
subdivisions 1 and 3; 256E.07, subdivision 1; 256E.08, subdivision 3; 25617105, subdivision 5; 
256G. 01, subdivision 4,‘ 256G. 03, subdivision 2; 256G.05, subdivision 2; 257.3573, subdivision 2; 
259.67, subdivision 4; 260.38; 268.011], subdivisions 5 and 7; 268.0122, subdivision 3; 268.552, 
subdivision 5; 268.6751, subdivision 1; 268.676, subdivision 1,‘ 268.86, subdivision 2; 268.871, 
subdivision 1; 268.90, subdivision 2; 268.916; 268.95, subdivision 4; 270A.03, subdivision 5; 
388.23, subdivision 1; 393.07, subdivisions 6 and 10; 477A.0122, subdivision 2; and 550.37, subdi- 
vision 1 4; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 256; 25 6B ,' and 25 6D; pro- 
posing coding for new law as Minnesota Statutes, chapters 256]; and 256K; repealing Minnesota 
Statutes 1996, sections 256.12, subdivisions 9, 10, 14, 15, 19, 20, 21, 22, and 23; 256.72; 256.73, 
subdivisions 1, 1a, 1b, 2, 3a, 3b, 5, 5a, 6, 8, 8a, 9, 10, and 11 ; 256.7341; 256.7351; 256.7352,‘ 
256.7353; 256.7354; 256.7355; 256.7356; 256.7357; 256.7358; 256.7359; 256.736, subdivisions 
16 and 18; 256.7365, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9; 256.7366,‘ 256.737; 256.738; 256.7381; 
256. 7382 ,' 256. 7383; 256.7384; 256. 7385 ,' 256. 7386; 256. 7387; 256. 7388,‘ 256. 739; 256. 74, sub- 
divisions 1, 1a, 1 b, 2, and 6; 256.745,‘ 256.75; 256.76, subdivision 1; 256.78; 256.80; 256.81; 
25 6.84,‘ 256.85,‘ 256.86; 256.863; 256.871; 256.8711; 256.879; 256D.02, subdivision 5; 
256D.0511,' and 256D.065. 

Presented to the governor May 1, 1997 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
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ARTICLE 1 

MINNESOTA FAMILY INVESTMENT PROGRAM—STATEWIDE 

Section 1. [256J.01] ESTABLISHING MINNESOTA FAMILY INVEST- 
MENT PROGRAM-STATEWIDE. 

Subdivision 1. IMPLEMENTATION OF MINNESOTA FAMILY INVEST- 
MENT PROGRA—M—STATEWIDE (MFIP—S). This chapter and chapter 256K may be 
cited as the Minnesota family investment programprstatewide (K/TIP—S). M—I*TII’:S—§tHe 
Is-t‘aEvt7i‘d_e_implementation of components of the Minnesota family investment_1)TaE 
(MFLP) authorized under Ection 256.031——and_Minnesota family investment plan?- 
Ramsey county (MFIP-R) section 256.047.: 

Subd. 2. IMPLEMENTATION OF TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR 
NEEDY FAIVIILIES (TANF). The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Rec- 
onciliation Act of 1996, Public Law Number 104-193, eliminates’ the entitlementp_rE>: 
gram of aid to+faEilies with depefiit children (AFDC) and replaces? with block gra—1it§ 
to states for temporary assistance for needy families (TANF). TANF provides cash assis- 
t—ance for? limited time to familicg with children and to pregnant women. MErE:sota’s 
T7ANF3§sistance willTe p_rovided thr"6u_gh a statewiTe§pansion of MFIP. The modifica- 
tions specified in this chapter E necessary to comply with the new federal la_v_v and to 
improve lv£FIP.Elt—Eble applicants and recipients of AF_l)—C,f—amWgeneral assistajce, 
and food stamps will be converted tzfiie MFIP—Sprogram. Effective January 1, 1998, 
E37 rEV7applicatioFrec_eived for fam_il-y_5ash assistance will be processed under tie rules 

256]. Case maintenance corn/_e—rsion for existing AFDC and FGA —c?s_e?t—5 
MFIP-S as described in chapter 256] will begin JTnuary 1, 1998, an(lTontinue through 
March 3_1,_ 1998. 

— :__ — __ 

Subd. 3. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER STATUTES AND RULES. MFIP—S re- 
places eligifility for families with children and pregnant women under the general ass? 
tance program, ggverned by Tcfions 256DT)1 to 256D.21 and Minne§o_ta Rules, parts 
95001200 9 95001270. 

__ _ _— —— 
Subd. 4. CHANGES TO WAIVERS. The commissioner of human services may 

negotiate an—d obtain changes in the federal waTers and terms andeonditions containefifi 
MFIP, MFIP—R, and MFIP—S. The commissioner may also terminate federal waivers by 
directing Q Eapplicable E plan. T—__ .- 

Subd. 5. COMPLIANCE SYSTEM. The commissioner shall administer a com- 
pliance systgm for the state’s temporary assistTnce for needy fanfl§s (TANF) prdgram, 
the food stamp p—rogE1m, emergency assistance, gefiral assistance, medical assistance, 
Q:ne_rEassistance medical care, emergency, general assistance, Minnesota supplemental 
aid, preadmission screening, child support program, and alternative care grants under the 
powers and authorities named in section 256.01, subdivision 2. The purpose of the com- 
pliance system is to permit the—commissioner to supervise tl1?aTmmistratioF(T13ublic 
assistance prograrTs and to 'e?force timely and" accurate distfiribution of beneffi, com- 
pleteness of service afiefficient and effecti%rogram management rad operations, to 
increase u—n_iformity 7am—ci consiste1I537 in the administration and delive%f public assis: 
tance programs throufiout the state, BE reduce the poss_il§lity of sanaion and fiscal 
disallowances for noncompfifnce @eE=.ral regul—ations an_d stzj statutes. 

_— 
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Sec. 2. [256J.02] FEDERAL TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE FOR NEIEDY 
FAMILIES BLOCK GRANT. 

Subdivision 1. COMMISSIONER’S AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER BLOCK GRANT_FUNDS. The commissioner of human services is authorized to re- 
ceive, administer, and expencifinds available under the TANF bloc_k grant autho'r_iied 
under title I of PublTLaw Number 104-193, the Perscfil Responsibility and Work Op- 
portunWRec_onci1iati_o—rTfl of 1996. 

_* ‘I. 1 
Subd. USE OF MONEY. State money appropriated E purposes o_f section g TANF block grant money must E E 
Q financial assistance t_o or pp behalf o_f am_y gngr child flip a 

state under section 256J .12; 

£22 employment and training services under chapter E chapter 256K; 
Q2 emergency financial assistance an_d services under section 256148; 
Q diversionary assistance under section 256J .47; id 
_@ program administration under chapter. 

Subd. 3. CARRY FORWARD OF FEDERAL MONEY. Temporary assistance 
for ncflfzfnilies block grant money must be appropriated for the purposes in this s_ec: 
_t_T9n @ available expended. 

—”' — _~‘ _ — _“ 
Subd. 4. AUTHORITY TO TRANSFER. Subject to limitations of title I of Public 

Law NTJTEJE 104-193, the Personal Responsibility and Work OpportunityTR_ec_oncilia- 
Hon-Act of 1996, the legfiature may transfer money_fr_om the TANF block grant to the fir chapter 119f9r th_e E Q block gT§nt under section 256T3.5T 

Subd. 5. INDIRECT COST LIABILITY. Notwithstanding the provisions of sec- 
tion Iémfi, the statewide and agency indirect cost liability identified as part3f—tlr_e 
TANF grant for—any current fis_cal year shall be lim_1't_ed to no more than the Euntzpref “—‘ “ ‘“ ‘ 

Sec. 3. [256J.06] COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. 
The MFIP—S program must be administered in a way that, in addition to the county 

agenmither sectors in the comrfiinity such as emp—lo%rs—f_r—51F the pub1i?an—d private 
sectors, not—for—profi?bEinizations, edfiiofial and social service agencie?;)rog1'a1n 
participants, labor unions, Ed neighborhood asso%ions are involved. 

Sec. 4. [256J.08] DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision SCOPE OF DEFINITIONS. fie terms used chapter hfie 

t_lE following meanings unless otherwise provided f_or by t_ex_t. 
Subd. ABSENT PARENT. “Absent parent” means 3 minor chi1d’s parent _v_vho does n_ot th_e same home as tl1_ce_ child. 
Subd. 3. AGENCY ERROR. “Agency error” means an error that results in an over- 

payment orbnderpayment to an assistance unit and is not caused by an applicant’s or par- 
ticipant’s failure to provide_a<I€quate, correct, or tim_eIyInformation about income, prop- 
311% household cbmposition, 55 other circumstances. 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by s‘er-ikeeut-
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Subd. APPEAL. “Appeal” means a written statement from in applicant E _r£r_- 
ticipant wig requests a hearing under section 2561.31. 

Subd. APPLICANT. “Applicant” means a person who has submitted t_o a county 
agency a_n application aid whose application @ no_t been acted upon, denied, 95 volun- 
tarily withdrawn. 

Subd. APPLICATION. “Application” means the submission by or on behalf ofa 
family to 3 county agency of a completed, signed, and dated form, prescribed by the com- 
missioner, t_l'l£t_ indicates tlfi desire to receive assistance. 

Subd. ASSISTANCE UNIT OR MFIP—S ASSISTANCE UNI’I‘. “Assistance 
unit” or “MFIP—S assistance unit” means a group of mandatory or optional people receiv- 
gig g applying f9_r MFIP—S benefits together. 

Subd. 8. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE. “Authorized representative” 
means a pers_on who is authorized, in writing, by an applicant or participant to act on the 
applicant’s or pzmTipmt’s behalf 5 matters iHvo—lving the apfiication for a?siE1n_ceE 
participation_E MFIP—S. 

“ ‘ — ‘ 
Subd. 9. BASIC NEEDS. “Basic needs” means the minimum personal require- 

ments of subsistence and is restricted to food, clothing, sfilter, utilities, and other items 
for whEh the loss, orTaek_of basic needs, is determined by the county age—‘ncy to pose a 

direct, im1EiWe~tl—1fe_at_t_-o?_1e_ physical health 9_r safety Et_F_e_ applicant or parficirfiff 

Subd. BUDGET MONTH. “Budget month” means fie calendar month which 
fie county agency uses t(_) ‘determine me income E circumstances o_f an assistance Q 
calculate the amount o_f tlfi assistance payment in th_e payment month. 

Subd. 11. CAREGIVER. “Caregiver” means a minor child’s natural or adoptive 
parent or paregits who live in the home with the minofchild. For purposes of d_etermining 
eligibili_ty for this_pr_oEan_1, ‘cZr€gTer—a1§6Eeans any of tE'fol1owing'i_ndividua1s, if 

adults, Wl'l(_)—Ii\F\)‘Jitl1 and provide caraznd support—t_o_a rn—inor child when the mino_r 
child’s nafirflor E(TptW parent orEr—er_1F do not resi—de_in the same home: legal custo- 
dians, grandfather, grandmother, bTother, sist?r,Epfather,_st$mother, stepbrother, step- 

sister, uncle, aunt, first cousin, nephew, niece, person of preceding generation as denoted 
by prefixes of “gref,” “great—great,” or “great—great:great,” or a spouse of fly person 
Emed E above groups egg fle_r@ marriage e_nds_ b_y_ @ or divor_c<=..— 

Subd. CLIENT ERROR. “Client error” means an error @ results a_n over- 

payment Q underpayment and is due to an applicant’s Q participant’s failure to provide 
adequate, correct, or timely informationwconcerning income, property, housefild com- 
position, or other circumstances. 

Subd. COMMISSIONER. “Commissioner” means fie commissioner o_f E1; 
man services p_r tfi commissioner ’s designated representative. 

Subd. CORRECTIVE PAYMENT. “Corrective payment” means an assis- 
tance payment grit made t_o correct a_n underpayment. 

Subd. COUNTABLE INCOME. “Countable income” means earned and un- 
earned income ga_t n_ot excluded under section 25 61.21, subdivision 5 gr disreg—21r<Y:d 
under section 256J .21, subdivision 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout-
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Subd. 16. COUNTED EARNINGS. “Counted earnings” means the earned income 
that remains7a:f_ter applicable disregards under section 256J .21, subdivision fl_, have been 
sTbtracted from gross earned income. 

Subd. 17. COUNTY AGENCY. “County agency” means the agency designated by 
the county lfird to implement financial assistance for current pro_grams and for MFIP—~S_ 
If: the agency re?ponsib1e for enforcement of chil<i—support co1lection,—aT1El-a_<:ounty or 
m—I1lt_iE>unty agency that is afiiorized under sections 393.01, subdivisiofzaid 393.07, 
subdivision _2_, t_o adnTié?er MFIP—S. 

Subd. COUNTY BOARD. “County board” means a board gt commissioners, a 
local services agency a_s defined chapter Q3; 3 board established under the Joint Pow- 
e_m section 471.59, gr a human services board under chapter 

Subd. COUNTY OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY. “County o_f_f_ir;aricL1l 
responsibility” means the county ty has financial responsibility for providing public as: 
sistance a_s specified chapter 256G. 

Subd. COUNTY OF RESIDENCE. “County o_f residence” means th_e county 
where the caregiver h_as established a home. 

Subd. DATE OF APPLICATION. “Date o_f application” means th_e ye 92 which th_e county agency receives E applicant’s signed application. 
Subd. DEEM. “Deem” means t_o treat ah o_r pit o_f me income <_)far_1 individual who n_ot th_e assistance unit, b_11t who financially responsible Er members git me assistance unit, as were income available t2 th_e assistance unit. 
Subd. DEPARTMENT. “Department” means the Minnesota department ofhu- @ services. 
Subd. DISREGARD. “Disregard” means earned income ga_t n_ot egg when determining initial eligibility or ongoing eligibility arg calculating the amount o_f 

the assistance payment £o_r participants. 
Subd. DOCUMENTATION. “Documentation” means a written statement or 

record that substantiates or validates an assertion made by a personbr an action taken 
person, agency, o_r entity. 

Subd. 26. EARNED INCOME. “Eamed income” means cash or in—kind income 
earned throrgli the receipt of wages, salary, commissions, profit_f?5r_n_emp1oyment acti- 
vities, net profit—from self——employment activities, payments magy an employerfi 
regu1arIy_ accrued?/acation or sick leave, and any other profit fr5m_activity ear1ie_d 
through efflt or lalir. 

_ ~— _— — 1 
Subd. 27. EARNED INCOME TAX CREDI'I‘. “Earned income tax credit” means 

th_e paymenfilhich can be obtained by a qualified person from an empl—oyer or from the 
Internal Revenue Scfvice a_s provided—fl section 290.0671 E fiiited States_Code, 915 
2_6, subtitle Q chapter L subchapter 5 pz_1_r_t 5 subpart 9 section 

Subd. EMERGENCY. “Emergency” means a situation or a set of circum~ 
stances E causes o_r threatens t_o cause destitu 

Subd. EQUITY VALUE. “Equity value” means the amount o_f equity gal or personal property owned b_y _a person and detennined by subtracting any outstanding encumbrances from the fair market value. 
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Subd. EXCLUDED TIME. “Excluded time” l_121_s E meaning given section 

256G.02. 

Subd. EXPEDITED ISSUANCE OF THE FOOD STAMP PORTION. “Ex— 
pedited issuance 9fth_e food stamp portion” means the issuance of the food stamp portion 
t_o eligible assistance units o_ntl1_e5iay of application as provided section 393.07, subdi- 

vision Q3 
Subd. FAIR HEARING OR HEARING. “Fair hearing” g “hearing” means 

tlg evidentiary hearing conducted Q th_e department appeals referee tg resolve disputes 
§ specified section 2561.40, g n_ot applicable, section 256.045. 

Subd. FAIR MARKET VALUE. “Fair market value” means 313 price tha_t an 
item Q a particular make, model, size, material, gr condition would s_ell Q E the open 
market t_h_e particular geographic ‘area. 

Subd. FAMILY. “Family” includes: 
(1) the following individuals who live together: a minor child or a group of minor 

childE1r_elated to each other as siblfisrlfilf siblings,_stepsiblings, 5Fa§ioptive—s_iblings, 
together with tharfiral, ad—o_ptive pare1Ts,_ stepparents, or caregiver as defined in sub- 
division 

_ _ _ —_ 

Q_) :_1 pregnant woman no other children. 

Subd. 35. FAMILY WAGE LEVEL. “Family wage level” means 110 percent of 
are transitiohal standard. 

1 _ 
Subd. 36. FEDERAL INSURANCE CONTRIBUTION ACT OR FICA. “Fed- 

eral Insurarfie Contribution Ac ” or “FICA” means the federal law under United States 
$ie, title 26, subtitle C, chzfief 2-1, subchapter A, s<e—ctions 310_1—to 3126, that requires 
withhoilfifi direct p—a_yment goji earned incor_n‘e. 

" -— 

Subd. 37. FINANCIAL CASE RECORD. “Financial case record” means an as- 
sistance uni-t? financial eligibility % _— F._ 

Subd. 38. FULL-'I‘IME STUDENT. “Fu1l—time student” means a person who is 
enrolled in agraded or ungraded primary, intermediate, secondary, GED prepafiri 
trade, techniucal, vocational, or post-secondary school, and who meets the school’s stan- 
gag E fu1l—time attendancg ——_ —_ _-_ 

Subd. 39. GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OR GED. “General 
educationafivelopment” or “GED” means the general educational development certifi- 
cation issued by the Minnesota board of education as an equivalent to a secondary school 
diploma undeTl\7I?mesota Rules, it 3500.3100,?ubpart 

-- 

Subd. 40. GROSS EARNED INCOME. “Gross earned income” means earned in- 
come fromemployment before mandatory and voluntary payroll deductions. Grcgs 
earned—E)me includes salaries, wages, tips_,Eratuities, commissions, incentive pay- 
ments from work or training programs, payments made by an employer for regularlfa-c: 
crued vfation or s_ick leave, and profits from other activity-eamed by an_Edividual’se—f- 
fort or labor. Gmsyéxmed mTm11e includes uniform and meal allowadces if federalE 
c(7r_ne_tax is deducted from the allowance. Gross earn~ed_income includes flexible wcfk 
benefigréceived fiomjafirrfioyer if the employee has the option of receiving the bene- if —_—_— — — — — ”_ —_.— 
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Subd. GROSS INCOME. “Gross income” th_e sul o_f gross earned EE 
a_n_d unearned income. 

Subd. 42. GROSS RECEIPTS. “Gross receipts” means th_e money received a_ 
business beEe th_e expenses of die business are deducted. 

Subd. HALF-TIME STUDENT. “Ha1f—time student” means 
_a 
person flip 

enrolled a graded Q ungraded primary, intermediate, secondary, GED preparatory, 
trade, technical, vocational, or post~secondary school, a_n_<_l_ w_ho meets die school’s stall 
d2_1_r§l_ of half—time attendance. 

Subd. 44. HOME. “Home” means the primary place of residence used by a person 
g me bag'§_f day—to—day living and dogg include locations used g @ drops; 

Subd. 45. HOMESTEAD. “Homestead” means the home that is owned by, and is 
the usIlTe§i-dence of, the assistance unit together with tl1—esurrouElgpropert}WllEE E 
H: separated from the home by intervening propeW)wned by others. Public riflfof: 
way, such as 1% Wich runThrough the surrounding propér_ty and separate it from the 
ho-m‘e','EnFtFa<:tthe exemlation of th_$roperty. Homestead inchfies an asset—tlFs' H6? 
real prfierty that the assistance unit uses as a home, such as a vehicle.- 

Subd. HOUSEHOLD. “Household” means a group of persons who live togeth- 

Subd. INCOME. “Income” means gag g in—kind benefit, whether earnedg 
unearned, received b_y g available t_o gr applicant o_r participant th_at n_ot E asset mld_er 
section 256J .20. 

Subd. 5 INITIAL ELIGIBILITY. “Initial eligibility” means tll_e determination 
9; eligmibility §o_r E MFIP—S applicant. 

Subd. 49. IN-KIND INCOME. “In-—kind income” means income, benefits, or pay~ 
ments which—are provided in a form other than money or liquid assets, including the forms 
of goods, produce, services, privileges, or payments made on behalf of an applicant or 
firtlcipant by a third party. 

“ — ‘ ‘ “ 
Subd. 50. INQUIRY. “Inquiry” means a communication to a county agency 

through maihl,-Ielephone, or in person, by which a_person or authorizal fepresentative re- 
quests information about_pu_blic assistance. The‘ county zfgency shall also treat as anE 
quiry any communication in which a persofr-equesting assist2F:e"5'ff'e_rs_iH'cEn?t'iE 
about tll—eperson’s family cTrcumstan_ces that indicates that eligibility for public assis- 
‘;°@t9_Xifi 

— _ Y 
Subd. LEGALLY AVAILABLE. “Legally available” means 3 person’s {ii 

under the 1a1_w t_o secure, possess, dispose o_f, E control income or property. 
Subd. 52. LOW—INCOME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM ‘OR 

LIHEAI’. ‘TI:ow—income home energy assistance program” or “LIHEAP” means the 
program authorized under United States Code, title 42, chapter SW, subchapter II, secticm—s 
8621 t_o 8629, Ed administered _b_y th_e Minnesota department o_f economic security. 

Subd. LUMP SUM. “Lump sum” means nonrecurring income that not ex- 
cluded section 2561.21. 

_" __ _" 
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Subd. MEDICAL ASSISTANCE. “Medical assistance” means tl'1_e program 
established under chapter 256B E Title E o_f t_h_e Social Security 

Subd. MFIP—S HOUSEHOLD REPORT FORM.‘ “MFIP~S household re_- 
pgt form” means a form prescribed lg the commissioner that a participant iisg t_o report 
information t_o a county agency about changes income aid other circumstances. 

Subd. MIGRANT WORKER. “Migrant worker” means 3 person who travels 
away from home 9 a regular basis, usually with a group of other laborers, tp seek em: 
ployment an agriculturally related activity. 

Subd. 57. MINNESOTA FAMILY INVESTMENT PROGRAM—STATE- 
WIDE OR -M_FIP—S. “Minnesota family investment program—statewide” E “MFIP—S” 
means th_e assistance program authorized chapter a_nd_ chapter 256K. 

Subd. MINNESOTA SUPPLEMENTAL AID OR MSA. “Minnesota supple- 
mental aid” E “MSA” means Q program established under sections 256D.33 t_o 

256D.54. 

Subd. MINOR CAREGIVER. “Minor caregiver” means a person who: 
(_1_) i_S under th_e E o_fE 
Q_) has never been married or otherwise legally emancipated; arm 

Q either th_e natural parent o_f a minor child living the same household or 
eligible E assistance paid to a pregnant woman. 

Subd. 60. MINOR CHILD. “Minor child” means a child who is living in the same 
home of a parent or other caregiver, is either less than 18 years of—z§,;E(f is undeTtEage of 
19 years and is regularly attending as a full—time student and is expected to complete a 
h_igh schoTor_a secondary level couTse_ of vocational or techfical training designed to fit 
Edd-ents £o_r—gainful employment beforereaching _aE—‘l9_. 

-‘- 

Subd. MONTHLY INCOME TEST. “Monthly income test” means are t_es_t 
used to determine ongoing eligibility an_d fie assistance payment amount according t_o 
section 256J .21. 

Subd. NONRECURRING INCOME. “Nonrecurring income” means a form 
of income which is received: 

(1) only one time or is not of a continuous nature; or 

(_2_)_ a prospective payment month tilt n_o longer received fie corresponding 
retrospective payment month. 

Subd. OVERPAYMENT. “Overpayment” means the portion of an assistance 
payment issued lly me county agency tit greater than £15 amount Q v—v_hi—c_h th_e assis- 
tance eligible. 

Subd. PARENT. “Parent” means a chi1d’s biological g adoptive parentE 
legally obligated to support tg child. 

Subd. PARTICIPANT. “Participant” means a person Q currently receiv- 

ig cash assistance and th_e food portion available through MFIP—S a_s funded lg TANF E th_e food stamp program. A person who §_il_s_ to withdraw or access electronically any 
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portion of his or her cash assistance payment by the end of the payment month or who 
returns zm}IR1Eisl1—ed~asTs—istance check and witEir?1§f—rbrh th—e program n_ot a fir—t'i(T 
pant. ATrson who withdraws a cash Eistance payment lffelectronic transfiar or re- 
ceives_and cashe-sTcash assistancefick and is subsequentlyI_(ieterrni11ed to be ineligible 
for assijnce for that period of time is a pEci_pant, regardless whether thifi a_ssistance is 

caregiver relative and the miTr child whose 
needs ar<§1cTled in the assistance payrfiit. A person in an a%ance un_it who does not 
receive a cash assisance payment because he or she hasbeen suspended from MFIP--S or 
because Hi_s_§r lg _1§:e_d l?all_s below the {SQ minimuwni payment le_v_el a participa:n_t. 

Subd. PAYEE. “Payee” means a person to whom an assistance payment is made 
payable. 

Subd. PAYMENT MONTH. “Payment month” means tl1_e calendar month fer which fie assistance payment paid. 

Subd. PERSONAL PROPERTY. “Personal property” means g it_ern o_fy_ah1_e 
th_at n_ot r_e_2d property, including th_e value of a contract fo_r deed @ b_y a seller, §;_sf_ts 
held in trust on behalf of members of an assistance unit, cash surrender value of life insur- 
ance, value of a prepaid burial, savings account, value of stocks and bonds, and val11eg 
retirement accounts. 

Subd. PROBABLE FRAUD. “Probable fraud” means the level g evide_r_1_c_e 
ty, proven a_s E would establish th_at assistance E been wrongfully obtained; 

Subd. PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION. “Professional certificatigri 
means: 

(_12 a statement about _a person’s illness, injury, or incapacity mat signed by a censed physician, psychological practitioner, o_r licensed psychologist, qualified by E9: fessional training a_n_d experience t_o diagnose a_n_cl certify the person’s condition; g 
g_2_) z_1 statement about an incapacity involving 3 spinalsubluxation condition that signed bl a licensed chiropractor qualified by professional training an_d experience t_o 

diagnose a_r_1_d_ certify th_e condition.
_ 

Subd. 71. PROSPECTIVE BUDGETING. “Prospective budgeting” means a 
method gf determining _t_l_lE amount pf Q assistance payment which th_e budget month 
and payment month are the same. 

Subd. 72. PROTECTIVE PAYEE. “Protective payee” means a person other than 
t_h_e caregivrer—c>f an assistance unit who receives the monthly assistance payment 011-39: 
half of an assisfince unit and is—r‘e_sp3n~s_ible to prox/Te for the basic needs of the assis-tariee 
flit t_o the extent of th_at_ payment. 

Subd. QUALIFIED NONCITIZEN. “Qualified noncitizen” means 
_a person: 

(1) who was lawfully admitted for permanent residence pursuant to United States Code, 

Q who fins admitted to the United States § a refugee pursuant t_o_ United States 
Code, section 1157; 

Q) whose deportation being withheld pursuant to United States Code, L1e_§§e_c_- 
tipn 1253(h); 
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(i)_ wig E paroled fo_r 3 period <_)fa_t least 93 _ye£ pursuant to United States Code, 
E13 §, section 1182(d)(5); _ 

Q _v1h_o_ was granted conditional entry pursuant to United State Code, title _8_, section 
1153(a)(7); , 

(_6) who was granted asylum pursuant tp United States Code, t_itle § section 1158; or 
Q determined t_o E a battered noncitizen 11 th_e United States Attorney General 

according t_o the Illegal Immigration Reform gig Immigrant Responsibility {E _o_f 1996, 
Title V o_f tlg Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations Public Law Number 104-208. 

Subd. REAL PROPERTY. “Real property” means lgd aid a_1l buildings, 
structures, a_nd improvements, g other fixtures Q t_h_e land, belonging Q appertaining to 
t_h_e land, all all mines, minerals, fossils, E trees on 3 under me land. 

Subd. 75. REASONABLE COMPENSATION. “Reasonable compensation” 
means the Value received in exchange for property transferred to another owner that is 
consisten-twith fair marketvalue and equ—als or exceeds the seller? equity in the propgty, 
reduced lg co_st_s incurred th_e sa_1e;

_ 
Subd. 76. RECERTIFICATION. “Recertification” means the periodic review o_f 

eligibility factors t_o determine gr assistance unit’s continued e1igIb—ility. 

Subd. RECOUPMENT. “Recoupment” means t_h_e_ action of t_h_e county agency 
t_o reduce a family ’s monthly assistance payment to recover overpayments caused by 
e_nt or agency error :15 overpayments received while a_n appeal pending. 

Subd. RECOVERY. “Recovery” means actions taken b__y a county agency 3 
reclaim th_e value o_f overpayments through voluntary repayment, recoupment from th_e 
assistance payment, court action, revenue recapture, pr federal Er refund offset program 
a:TRoP). 

Subd. RECURRIN G INCOME. “Recurring income” means a form of income 
which 

(1) received periodically, and may be received irregularly when receipt can be antic- 
ipated even though E E pf receipt cannot E predicted; an_d 

(_22 from th_e same source g o_f th_e same tlg that received mid budgeted aE 
spective month £1 received fie pr both o_f th_e t\_2vp retrospective months. 

Subd. REEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. “Reemployment insurance” 
means th_e insurance benefit E1i_d t_o 313 unemployed worker under sections 268.03 t_o 
268.23. 

Subd. RETROSPECTIVE BUDGETING. “Retrospective budgeting” means 
a method o_f determining £13 amount o_f th_e assistance payment which fie payment 
month th_e second month after ’th_e budget month. 

Subd. 82. SANCTION. “Sanction” means the reduction of a family ’s assistance 
payment byaspecified percentage of the applicabletransitional st_an_dard because: a non- 
exempt par-ticipant fails to comply with the requirements of sections 256J .52 to 256155; 
a parental caregiver-E1fis7vithout gcY)d—c—a_u—se to cooperate?/ith the child suppo—rt enforce- 

ment requirements; or a participant @ to amply th_e ins—urance, t£r_t liability, E 
other requirements if chapter. 
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Subd. 83. SIGNIFICANT CHANGE. “Significant change” means a decline 
gross income—gf §_5_ percent or more from tl'1_e income used t_o determine the grant fo_r th_e 
current month. 

Subd. 84. SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME OR SSI. “Supplemental 
Security In5<3?ne” gr “SSI” means th_e program authorized under E o_f t_lE Social 
Security 

Subd. 85. TRAN SITIONAL STANDARD. “Transitional standard” means the ba- 
sic standardf3r a family with no other income _<£ a nonworking family _an_d_ a combina- 
£T_n o_f th_e _ca_Th_a1ssistance ne$s @ food assistance needs f()_r a family pf that ye; 

Subd. 86. UNEARNED INCOME. “Unearned income” means income received 
by a personnthat does not meet the definition of earned income. Uneamed income in- 
Efiides incomfirfl Entract f5r‘deed,’ interegt, dividends, reemployment insurz1nc_<:, 
disability insuraffce_p?1yments, ve—tcarans benefits, pension payments, return on capital in- 
vestment, insurance payments or settlements, severance payments, and payments forW 
ness or disability whether the pfimium payments are made in whole_o? in part by aT1_eE 
;31‘6§cT9_r participant. 

~_ -_ ~ _ I‘ 1 F‘ _- 
Subd. VENDOR. “Vendor” means a provider o_f goods pr services. 
Subd. VENDOR PAYMENT. “Vendor payment” means a payment authorized 

b_y a county agency to 2_1 vendor. 

Subd. 89. VERIFICATION. “Verification” means the process a county agency 
uses to esta51—ish the accuracy or completeness of informatififrom an applicant, partici- 
pant,Third party,E other sourge as that inform—a-tion relates to progfim eligibility or an 
assistzfifc? paymem. 

"’ — _ W_ 
Sec. 5. [256J .09] APPLYING FOR ASSISTANCE. 
Subdivision WHERE TO APPLY. A person must apply §)_r assistance at the county agency me county where th_at person lives. 
Subd. 2. COUNTY AGENCY RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE INFORMA- 

TION. A co_unty agency must infonn a person who inquires about assistance about eligi- 
bility requirements for assistance and how to ap_p_J7 for assistance, including diversionary 
assistance and emergency assistance. A cofinty agency must offer the person brochures 
developed —9_r—z1pproved by fire commis—sioner g1a_t describe lg t_o7aEp1y f_or_ assistance. 

Subd. 3. SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION FORM. A county agency must 
offer, in pers_on or by mail, the application forms prescribed by the—commissioner as E555 
as a pe—rson makes a writteffdr oral inquiry. At that time, theTounty agency mustinfofi 
tHe_person that assistance be_g-infivith the da—tv-:31-5 signed?pp1ication is received by the 
'c_5i1nty ageriey or the date all eligil§il_ity_5rit<Ta_a_re met, whichever isTater. The coTir_fty 
agency must infirgffhfllficant that any delay in—sub_1n3~itting the appficationwifi reduce 
the amount of assistzm—ce paid for tE:~fnE1-th of arflication. A county agency m_u—s_t inform 
Efperson tha_t_the person 11-1-a_y_sT1'l7mit the appfication before an interview appoTtr—neE_'I‘—o 
apply forWsi—stance, a {$011 must_siibmit a signed applic_ation to the county agenc—y_. 
Upon ifieipt of a signgd application, the courity agency must stamp_tl1—e7late of receipt on 
the face of the—application. The counfiagency must process the applififfwithin th_e 
tie__p'e_riFd"r?quired under S31-bdivision Q aphplfimt E wfidraw th_e applicationvg 
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any time by giving written or oral notice to the county agency. The county agency must 
is_su¢Evri_tt—en notice confin_niii7g—the withdra—w.al. The notice mu%form the applicant of 
th_e county agency ’s understanding that the applicant has withdrawn the application and 
no longer wants to pursue it. When;/i_th—iT ten days 0%: date of the agency’s notice,—ari 
a—pplicant inform—s_a county_ agency, in writi_n—g,'t_h§ ?H6?p'pT1i?aFtEes not wish to with_— 
draw the applicatio_n, the county agefiy must reiFtaTe_ the applicaE2m—dfEE1~proces- 
si_n_g E application. _— — —_ 

Subd. VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION ON APPLICATION. A 
county agency must verify information provided by an applicant g required in sectio—ri 
256J.32.

_ 

Subd. 5. PROCESSING APPLICATIONS. Upon receiving an application, a 
county agency must determine the app1icant’s eligibil—ity,—approve or deny the applica: 
tion, inform the applicant of its—decision according to the notice pTovision?i-n section 
$53.31, and,—i_f eligible, issuahe assistance paymefi t3—the applicant. When_a county 
agency isT1n—able to process an apfiication within 30 days_,tE=,‘county agency must inform 
the applicant of the reason for the delay in writing. When an applicant establishes the in- 
$ility to proWde—r-equiredWri_fi?:ation within the 30—dayprocessing period, the Eoirfi 
agency—r_ng E us_e me expiration of _lJ1'l_8._t_ perio—d§ Ere basis EL denial. — 

Subd. 6. INVALID REASON FOR DELAY. A county agency my pit del_a_y a 
decision on-eligibility p_r delay issuing Q3 assistance payment except t_o establish state 
residence 

(L) treating th_e 30—-day processing period § a waiting period; 
(2) delaying approval E issuance o_f th_e assistance payment pending the decision o_f 

th_e county board; 93
- 

(3) awaiting the result of a referral to a county agency in another county when the 
counvreceiving tfiapplicatfon does not—be_lieve it is the county of financial responsil-ii E __ ___ _ 

Subd. 7. CHAN GES IN RESIDENCE DURING APPLICATION. The require- 
ments in subdivisions 5 and.6 apply without regard to the length of time thatafiipplicant 
remains‘, or intends to remain, a resident of the coun_ty in which Ee—ap—plTcati3n is made. 
When an—applicant -leaves the—county wEre__applicati3n was m_ade but remains in the 
state, sation 25 6J .75 appliesand the county agency may rfiest addi—ti_5nal inforrfatfi 
from the applicant about chan'g&—jcircumstances refited t_o the move. 

Subd. 8. ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS. Until a county agency issues notice of 
approval orienial, additional applications submitted by an applicant are void. However, 
an applicaion for monthly assistance and an applica_ticH for emerg§cy assistance or 
emergency general assistance may ex1§_concurrently. MSE than one application for 
monthly assistance, emergency*zis—sistz1_Tce, or emergencyE1eTal— asfitance may LE 
concurrently when the county agency decisi<§1s on one or more earlier app1icatio_E have 
been appealed to thT3_commissioner, and the ap;Tli<?ant?ss—er§that a change in circ_u-11; 
fitness has occufrathat would a1low?igi_bTlity.A county agenqT111ustrequh§a.ddition— 
al application forms or supplemental forms as prescribed by the commissioner when a 

payee’s name changeggg when a caregiver requests E ad<ii_ticH_o_f another person—t_fE 
assistance unit. 
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Subd. 9. ADDENDUM TO AN EXISTING APPLICATION. An addendum to an 
existing app_lication must be used to add persons to an assistance unit regardless of wh_eth_— 
er the persons being added are required to be in the assistance When 

a_ 
person is add- 

aib—y addendugan assistance unit, eligT5iTity for that person begins on the first of the 
Hofih the addendum was filed emtept as proviEliTsection 25 61 .74fs_1EcE/i_si-3n7_, aa'u‘s3(_1—)_.j—”"‘ " ‘ 

Subd. 10. APPLICANTS WHO DO NOT MEET ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE- 
MFIP—S. When an applicant is not eligible for MFIP—S because the appli- 

cant does not meet eligibility requirements, the county agency must determine whether 
thT3afi)li_caEis—eligible for food stamps, mecli_cal assistance, divefionary assistance, or 
hT1s a need foremergencyzassistance when th_e applicant meets t_h_e eligibility requir; 
ments E those programs. 

Sec. 6. [256J .10] MFIP—S ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. 
To be eligible E MFIP—S, applicants must meet the general eligibility requirements 

i_n_ sections 256J.11 t2 256J .15, E property limitations section 2561.20, an_d the come limitations section 256J.21. 

Sec. 7. [256J .11] CITIZENSHIP. 
Subdivision GENERAL CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENTS. §a_) "[2 be 9% ble Q AFDC or MFIP—S, whichever is in effect, a member of the assistanceunit must be 

aeitizen of the‘ United States, a qualifie7d noncitfien as defing in section 2557.08, o_rE' 
noncitizen_@ otherwise residing lawfully E United StaEs. 

Q) A qualified noncitizen @ entered the United States E g after August _22_, 
1996, is eligible for MFIP—S. However, TANF dollars cannot beused to fund the MFIP—S 
benefits Q E individual under paragraph fix: a period of _f_iv_e years after E _c_l_a_t_e_ of 
entry unless th_e qualified noncitizen meets o_r1e o_f Q13 following criteria: 

“I 

(1) was admitted to the United States § a refugee under United States Code, § section 11—57; 

Q) E granted asylum under United States Code, _ti_tl_e §, section 1158; Q E granted withholding o_f deportation under the United States Code, t_i_tle § section 1253(h);’
’ 

(4) is a veteran of the United States Armed Forces with an honorable discharge for a 
reason other than nofifien status, or is a spouse o_r unmarried minor dependent child of 
the same; or 

(5_) an individual on active duty the United States Armed Forces, other than Err 
training, E a spouse g unmarried minor dependent child of th_e same. 

(c) A person who is not a qualified noncitizen but who is otherwise residing lawfully 
;1_1_ fie United States eligible E MFIP—S. However, TANF dollars cannot lg fil t_o fund t_lE MFIP—S benefits _f_o_r gr individual under paragraph. 

(d) For purposes of this subdivision, a nonimmigrant in one or more of the classes 
listed? United States C_oT,title 8, section_1101(a)(15), or a_r1Tfr1_clc7:L1rTrite<'l immigrant 
who resides in the United Sta§v”i‘thout the approval or aafifiscence of the Immigration 
End Natura1izaTi3n Service, E eligible §)_r MFIP—S. 
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Subd. 2. NONCITIZENS; MFIP—S FOOD PORTION. For the period January 1, 
1998, to JurE 30, 1998, noncitizens who do not meet one of the e&Eions in section 417 
of the PersonTResponsibility and Work Opportunity R_ecE1ciliation Act of 1996, but 
€v"e?e‘residing in this state as arm; 1, 1997, are eligible for the food porTon_of MFIPE. 
'IEvever, fede—r-a1IE()cTt2tr—np—c“l5W1'rs_<:Ea Eused to fu—r1_<l—tl1-e-‘E351 portiomof MFIP~S 
benefits gar an i11d.i\/final under 

subdivi§§)—ri.——:——_ _ 
Subd. BENEFITS FUNDED WITH STATE MONEY. Legal adult noncitizens 

who have resided th_e country fg @ years E more, whose benefits a_re_ funded entire- 
l_y with state money, and who afi under 70 years o_f age, must, as a condition of eligibility: 

Q) E enrolled E literacy class, English as a second language class, Q a citizen 
class; 

(2) be applying _fp_r admission t2 a literacy class, English a_s a second language class, 

11:! i_s_ 92 2 Waiting 

Q_) be the process of applying for a waiver from tlf Immigration Ed Naturaliza- 
ti_or_1 Service 9_f fie English language g civics requirements o_f tlg citizenship t<e._st_; 

(4) have submitted an application 3 citizenship to the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service Qd waiting E a_ testing gate g a subsequent swearing ceremony; or 

(5) have been denied citizenship due t3 a failure to pass me test after twp attempts3 
because of an inability to understand E rights and responsibilities of becoming a United 
States citizen, as documented by th_e Immigration ap_d_ Naturalization Service g me 

If the county social service agency determines that a legal noncitizen subject to the 
requirflefints of this subdivision will require moreTlfan_ one year of English 1angT1ag_e 
training, then tfierequirements of (Ese (1) or (2) shaWirTpos_edafir the legal nonciti— 
zen has resided in the country for three years. Individuals who reside in a facility licensed 
under chapter 144A, 144D, 245A, or 2561 are exempt from the requirements of this sub- 
division. 

_ —_ ~— : —_- _ : __" 
Sec. 8. [256J.12] MINNESOTA RESIDENCE. 
Subdivision SIMPLE RESIDENCY. '_I‘p if eligible E AFDC E MFIP—S, 

whichever is effect, a family must have established residency in this state which means 
th_e family present the state. a_r_1_d_ intends to remain here. 

Subd. 1a. 30—DAY RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT. A family is considered to 
have establis—hed residency in this state only when a child or ca-r—egiver ha? resided in thfi 
sTtt:for at least 30 days withth~?i1WeITticTnof makihg the ;Erson’s hom?here and 15:13? 
an}77te-rHriomTy1)T1"rp_Ee_TiE<a—fi)ent in a shglter for ba—tt:¢red women shall—couFt—()—\>-va_rd 
satisfying the E dag residency requfernent. — —_ 

Subd. 2, EXCEPTIONS. (a) A county shall waive the 30——day residency require- 
ment where unusual hardship wouldresult from denial gF—assistance. 

Q) PE purposes of section, unusual hardship_ means a family: 

g_)_ without alternative shelter; g 
Q without available resources E food. 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by str-ike'eut—.

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



513 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 85, Art. 1 

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, the following definitions apply g1_) “metropoli- 
tan staEs_t'i-Eal area” is E Eined by the U.’S'.‘Census Bureau; (2) “alternative shelter” in- 
cl—udes any sh'e—l't—eTth‘afis located—vvit—l-iinfia metropolitan statistical area containing FIE 
countyand for whiTth_e family is eligibla provided the family doesWt have to trafi 
more thE'2T)~miles toTeach the shelter and has acce§s_to transp—cEtatiT We—slT€lE-E 
‘CIa_u_s<Wi§ d3e@afi3@:o_1mties thfi/Ii”-n}1_eapolis—St. Paul metropo1i_tarTstatistical 
area. 

(d) Migrant workers, as defined in section 256J.08, ag t_h_e£ immediate families fie exempt from the 30-day residency requirement, provided the migrant worker provides 
verificafirrtlrt the migrant family worked in this state wit—hin the last 12 months and 
earned at lea§_I§1',_(I00 in gross wages during tHeTfi_n<Wl1_e migrant"v_vofir'worked 
ESE 

_ 1 T — *—— 
Subd. 3. PAYMENT PLAN FOR NEW RESIDENTS. Assistance paid to an el:igi- 

ble faifiiryinwhich all members have resided in this state for fewer than _1_2’—E6Y1s—e‘c_iTti_T_e 
cfiendar mdnths immediately pr%ing the d3t'c*,fia‘13Fit':Ec§aIl—I3_:3Rthe standard 
a_nd_ Ere form specified section 256JA—3.: _‘ Z — T — _'—— 

Subd. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. Ifany subdivision in this section is enjoined 
from implementation E found unconstitutional b_y any court o_f competent jurisdiction, 
me remaining subdivisions shall remain valid @ shall bf given E effect. 

Sec. 9. [256J.13] MINOR CHILD IN ASSISTANCE UNIT; PHYSICAL PRES- 
ENCE. 

Subdivision 1. MINOR CHILD OR PREGNANT WOMAN. The assistance unit 
must include at least one minor child or a pregnant woman. If a minorehild is a recipieht 
of_§1pplemer1_taTSeci1—rIty Income or IVIinnesota supplementalaid, the assisfince unit is 
eligible for MFIP—S, but the needs_of the minor child receiving—Supplemental SeF1Eit_y' 
Income gr Minnesotafisdpi->Iementa1aidTnust not be taken into account when the county 
agency determines the amount o_f th_eEsistanc-épzgment tc_>3_e_paid t_otl1_e assisfice u_n_it_. 

Subd. PHYSICAL PRESENCE. A minor child 2_1n_d _a caregiver must li_\E ti gether except as provided th_e following paragraphs. 

gz_12I'l1_e physical presence requirement m_et when a_ minor child required t_o lirg away from the caregiver’s home to meet gig need for educational curricula that cannot lg 
met l)_y, E is approved bl th_e local public school district, the home is maintained E th_e minor child’s return during periodic school vacations, _aE_tl1_e cafigiver continues t_o 
maintain responsibility _fg the support a_nc_l care o_f E minor child. 

Q) E physical presence requirement m_et when an applicant caregiver gr appli- cant minor child is away from the home due to illness or hospitalization, when the home 
maintained f_0r the return 9_ffl1_e absent family member, the absence n_ot expected to 11st more than months beyond Q13 month o_f departure, a_ng the conditions o_f clause 
Q); 2 (1) aPP1y= 

Q_)_ when tfi minor child aid caregiver lived together immediately prior t_o th_e _a_b_- 
sence, E caregiver continues t_o maintain responsibility Q tfi support an_d care o_f t_h_e minor child, a£1 tlg absence reported at th_e time o_f application; Q when the pregnant mother hospitalized or g1to_ft_lre home _dL1_e t_o t_l1e_ pregnan_-_ %E 
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Q when fire newborn child and mother ar_e hospitalized a_t me time o_f birth. 
(c) The absence of a caregiver or minor child does not affect eligibility for the month 

of departure when the caregiver or minor child received assistance for that month and 
lived together immediately prior?) the absence. Eligibility also exists-in—$e fo1lowFg 
month when the absence ends on 6} t_)eI'ore the tenth E of th_at_ month. A temporary ab- 
sence of a caggiver or a mindr-child whicl-1_continues fiyfll the month of departu_r5 
must not aifect eligibility when the home is maintained for the retgn of the absent family 
member, the caregiver continuestc-J maintain responsibifiy for the support and care of the 
minor E gig of clauses _(1_) t_o applies:

— 
(1) a participant caregiver or participant child is absent due to illness or hospitaliza- 

tion, and_the absence is expectcfi to last no more tfin six mbffths beyond_ the month of E)an?fia;__:'_—_—~——_“¢——-’*'——‘I'_—_ 
(2) a participant child is out of the home due to placement in foster care as defined in 

section. 260.015 , subdivision 7, when the placement will not be paid under title IV—E of 
the Social Security Act, and when the absqence is expe?te_d t—o—la_s_tr—1or_nore thans_ixEo-n'th_s 
beyond me month o_f departure;

_ 

(3) a participant minor child is out of the home for a vacation, the vacation is not with 
an absent parent, and the absence is expected to last no more than two months beyond the 
—rrTonth_o_fdeparture; 

—_____———_—~_—_——_—_ 
(4) a participant minor child is out of the home due to a visit or vacation with an ab- 

sent parent, the home of the m—inFrchildErrEinsVithThe c_ar_egWefihe absence—rrE<?sE 
conditions of this paragraph and the absence is expected to last no more than two months 
beyond tli§Tno—mh o_f depart1Tre#;_— 

_ In _t__ 
(5) a participant caregiver is out of the home due to a death or illness of a relative, 

incarc'e_ra_tion, training, or employn§>r_1tsear—c:l$is.uit_21bl_<:-afiarfiefrents haveb_een made 
for the care of the minor child, or a participant minor child is out of the home due to incar- 
ceratioffa-rrduthe absence is exficted to last no more than two months beyond the month §f?<epTt1'1Fc:‘;"_—_—_-’__‘_—____"?—-“II: 

(6) a participant caregiver and a participant minor child are both absent from Mime- 
sota _d_u_e to a situation described in clause Q except for incarceration, _an_dfl1_e absence 
expected t_o l_a_s_t no more than o_n_e month beyond E month pf gig departure; gr 

(1) a participant minor child lla_s E away from home, fl1_d_ another person h2§ r1_o_t 
made application _f_o_r_ Qt minor child, assistance must continue f_or rig more than tvfl 
months following E month oi‘ departure. ' 

Sec. 10. [256J.14] ELIGIBILITY FOR PARENTING OR PREGNANT MI- 
NORS. ' 

(a_) E definitions paragraph 9nl_y apply to subdivision. 

(1_) “Household of a parent, legal guardian, E other adult relative” means the place g residence on 
Q a natural g adoptive parent; 
(3 a legal guardian according t_o appointment gr acceptance under section 260.242, 

525.615, or 525.6165, and related laws; E 
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3 caregiver. 

(2) “Adult—supe1'vised supportive living arrangement” means a private family set: 
ting xfifich assumes responsibility for the care and control of the minor parent and minor 
Ehfid, or other living arrangement, r_1_<)_tFclu<Hf1g-afipublic instifiion, licensed bfthe com- 
missioner of human services which ensures that the minor parent receives adult supervi- 
sion and supportive services, such as coun—s‘el‘ir-FE guidance, independent living skills 
trai_ning: o_r supervision. 

—" "- 
(b) A minor parent and the minor child who is in the care of the minor parent must 

resid€ii1t_he household ofa—1)2E§nt, legafgificfir, Ktfirfiirfiriatadult relative, or 07:11- 
er caregiver, or in an adult——supervised supportive living arrangement order tg receive 
l\7IFIP—S un1e”s's.:‘

“ 
(L) the minor parent hzg no living parent, other appropriate adult relative, gr legal guardian whose whereabouts known; 

(_2_) E living parent, other appropriate adult relative, o_r legal guardian pi‘ th_e minor 
parent allows Q19 minor parent t_o th_e parent’s, appropriate adult relative’s, o_r legal 
guardian’s home; 

9) th_e minor parent lived apart from the minor parent’s own parent or legal guardian 
f_or _a period o_fa_t lLst ge gar before either th_e birth o_fg1_e minor child _or tfi minor pg ent’s application E MFIP—S; 

(fl) t_l§ physical pr emotional health pr safety o_f the minor parent o_r minor would be jeopardized if the minor parent and the minor child resided in the same resi- 
dence with the minor parerTt’s parent, other_eEpTo_priate adult relative, 9? 1&1 guard—ian_; or 

(5) an adult supervised supportive living arrangement is not available for the minor 
parerfind the dependent child in the county in which the riirfi currently Tsi—d7€s. If an 
adult s11_p—e_r\7‘s-ed supportive livin_g §Fangemen_tbecomé.7s3vai1able within the countyftfi 
minor parent _a_rE child must reside fl1_a_t arrangement. 

— _— 

(c) Minor applicants must be informed orally and in writing about the eligibility re- 
quirements and-their rights and obligations under tHe_MFIP~S program. The county miffi 
advise the minor of the possible exemptions and specifically ask whether one or more of 
these ezgnptionsfi a_pp1icable. If the minor afieges one or moreof these exeffipfims, then 
the county must assist the minor in obtaining the necessary verifications to determine 
Wether 

_o_r_ g these exe—rnptions zfiply. — — 
(d) If the county worker has reason to suspect that the physical or emotional health 

or safirbftlfe minor parent oEinor child would be_jeopT1rdized if th_ey resided with the 
minor par7ern—’s parent or legal guardian, then the county worker rnustjrnake a referral to 
child protective serviclfi to determine if pa?agr—aph (b), clause (4), applies. A—new deter_— 
mination by the county w—orker is not n_ecessary if onehas been made within Telast six 
months, uhlesTthere has been a sTg~ni—ficant changein—circ1i‘m§aT1iees—vs/'l1ich justEi_e$1ew 
referral fl determination. *- 

(e) Ifa minor parent is not living with a parent or legal guardian due to paragraph (b), 
clause (_1), (_2l o_r (4._),_ th_e minor parent must reside, when possible, a living arrange- ment tha_t meets the standards o_f paragraph _(a_), clause 
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Q')_ When a minor parent and minor child l_iv_e with another adult relative, or a_n 

adult—supervised supportive living arrangement, MFIP—S must IE paid, when possible, 
‘E t_lE form o_f a protective payment Q behalf _o_t: t_hE minor parent Qd minor child E 
cordance section 256J .39, subdivisions g tp 

Sec. 11. [256J .15] OTHER ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. ELIGIBILITY WHEN THERE IS SHARED, COURT OR- 

DERED, AND OTHER CUSTODY ARRANGEMENTS. The language of a court or- 
der that specifies joint legal or physical custody does not precme a determinati3rEz1t—a 
{E5135 absent. Arence m_\fst be determined IEPOT1 the actual facts of the abs_eE:e 
according t_o paragraphs Q to — '— _— _— 

(a) When a minor child spends time in each of the parents’ homes within a payment 
month,-the minor chi1d’s—lrFme sha11W:?<Esi—d<=.Tedtl1_e>_ home in which the majo—rity of the 
minor cF1Id’s time is sper1t—.VVhe_11Tl1§time is exactly equal within a pa—yment mont_h,_or 
when the pareHts_e1lE=.rnately live in—tl-1_e_n1-irr_c§17child’s home within a_payment month, th_e 
mE)_1"_child’s home shall be w—itT1E§tT)arent who is applying for MPIP—S, unless the m—i- 
nor child’s ne<e_tlfi<§r-t:l1:efuT;Tz1_}rTnT=,?1tmonth 15% already beer_11_net through the provi-si—on 
of assistance t_o gig other parent §o_r ga_t month. 

(b) When the physical custody of a minor child alternates between parents for peri- 
ods ofat least ofifpayment month, e2Eh_parent shall be eligible for assistance forE31_fu—ll 
firhent months the minor child’s Home is withitlflparent, except under fl1_e7:_5I17iiti5n—s 
:13 paragraph 

— — —— 
(c) When a minor child’s home is with one parent for the majority of time in each 

month—for at least nine consecuW=.c:"al_e1Ida?1'n_ohths, and_H1atTninor chil<i_\IisTs- oTV_aT21: 

tions wW1—tI1eE1§firent under section 256.7 .13, theTn—ir—1_oTchi1d’s home remafis with 
t—lEir—sfp_ar-ent even when the stay with the secondfirent is for all or the majority ome EIE th_e 

————— —“—— 

Subd. 2. ELIGIBILITY DURING LABOR DISPUTES. To receive assistance 
under MFIP:S, a member of an assistance unit who is on strike musfiave been an MFIP— 
S participant on the day before the strike, or have been eligible for MF[P——S 0? the day 

- strike does not cross the picket line for fear of personal injury, the assistance member 
is E a strikerf Except §o_r a member of an assistance who Q tlg bargaining 
that voted for the strike and who does not cross the picket line for fear of personal injury, a 
significant change cannot be invoked as a result o_f a labor dispute. 

Sec. 12. [256J .20] PROPERTY LIMITATIONS. 
Subdivision 1. PROPERTY OWNERSHIP PROVISIONS. The county agency 

must apply paragraphs (a) to (d) to real and personal property. The cfity agency must 
isfiheedfrity value of le——gaTly—av_a-ilT1e_r—e,a71l and personal propfi except propert}T:E: 
El1Ide—din subdivision-s—2 and 3, to determi?vvhé?her an applicant or participant is e1igib—le 

_f_o_r assistance. 

(a) When real or personal property is jointly owned by two or more persons, the 
counvagency in-_a_llassume Ext erg person owns a_n equal§1a—re:eYc3pTga_t eitherE 
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son owns the entire sum of a joint personal checking or savings account. When an appli- 
c21_rltT})z:1fi:irWcl<):c11r—rie1~1ts.—g?eater or lesser ownership, the county agency IEISI use 
tFaTgTeater or lesser share to determine_the equity value heldby the applicant or Errtici: 
IEL Other Epes o_f owner§1ip must befialuated accordin_gEl?___v§ _ - 

(b) Real or personal property owned by the applicant or participant must be pre- 
sumed—legTl3I?1vailable to the applicant or participant unlessfiie applicant or parti5ijK1_t 
documents that the propatyis not legal1y—aVailab1e to the applicant or partiapant. When 
real or persofilfioperty is noregally available, equity value r_nust not lg applied 
against the limits of subdivisifiis 2 and 3. 

—— 

(c) An applicant must disclose whether the applicant has transferred real or personal 
prope_rTy?F1lued in excess of the property limits in subdivisT)ns 2 and 3 fO%lCh reason- 
able compensation was no_tr~eceived within on? year prior to applicaitfi. A parflpaft fit disclose all trans—feE>f property valuedin e1_rc_ess of tfise limits, according to the 
reporting requir_ements in section 256J .30, subdivision 9._When a transfer of real or_p<T 
sonal property without Reasonable compensation E occurred: _ _~—'_ _~ _— 

(L) E person who transferred tfi property must provide th_e property’s description, 
information needed t_o determine gig property’s equity value, th_e names of th_e persons who received the property, fl t_h_e circumstances of Ed reasons tor the transfer; §1_d_ Q when the transferred property can be reasonably reacquired, g when reasonable compensation E be secured, Q; property presumed legally available t2 fire applicant g participant. 

Q) Q participant ma_y build fire equity value <_)_f_ nfl and personal property to th_e 
in i.“ 2 =19E 

Subd. REAL PROPERTY LIMITATIONS. Ownership or gal property _b_yQ applicant o_r participant subject t_o gig limitations paragraphs ga)_ an_d 

gal 5 county agency shall exclude th_e homestead 91? Q applicant or participant afi cording to clauses _(_Q E 
_(_1_) E applicant o_r participant who is purchasing §_a_l property through a contract ':lE()_r 

deed E using tl_1at_ property a_s a home considered ’tl1_e owner of El property; 
(2) the total amount of land that can be excluded under this subdivision is limited to 

surroH(i1'—11g—j_3_r3perty wlE:l~1Wr1T§¢p"z1Tted from the horFe— by intervenifig property 
owned by others. Additional pE>;_)e—rty must be afiefastoitslegal and actual availa_bi_l: 
i_ty according t_o subdivision 

~- 
(3) when real property that has been used as a home by a participant is sold, the 

countfafizjrfist treat theE1_sfir55c§dE)1Fthe sale a—s—e)—(cluded prop;rty~fa' ‘J 
months when thepa—rt'icTaHt_ir1_teEls to reinve?lfe_p'r—o‘Eee'ds_ir1 another home andTn_ai; 
Ens those prc§:eeds, unused fo_r otheTpurposes:i__n a separate_account; and 

—— 
gill when E homestead jointly owned, but the client does E reside because 

o_f legal separation, pending divorce, or battering or abuse by the spouse or partner, the homestead excluded. 

Q32 E equity value _o_f _re_a1l property that _n_c§ excluded under paragraph (1) a_IlE which legally available must E applied against t_l§ limits subdivision When t_l1E 
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equity value o_f the real property exceeds the limits under subdivision 3, the applicant or 
participant mayEaliTy to receive assistance when the applicant or participant continufi 
to make a goT)d faith effort to sell the property andygns a legall—y_binding agreement to 
E13z?yT1e‘afioTuim afisfancaessfchild sup1xTrt_ collected by the agency. Repaymefi 
must lieflmade within five working‘ days after the property FsEd. Repayment to the 
%t}7_21'g—e:r1'53-I must beT1the amount—o?asTta1Ee received if tl-1e—proceeds of the_szT, 
whicheveri_s§ 

_—fl__ — —"__ _——— 
Subd. 3. OTHER PROPERTY LIMITATIONS. To be eligible for MFIP—S, the 

equity valu<§)f all nonexcluded real and personal property~5ft_he assistarfe unit must fit 
exceed$T,()()0tbr applicants MWWO for ongoing recipierfsf The value 6f_c_lauses (1) 
t3 _(_1_8_) rnus_t bee—xcluded when'cl—eterrninin—g_tl1_e equity value pf ne§_ran_d personal prop; 
ty. 

(1) licensed vehicles up to a total market value of less than or equal to $7,500. The 
countyfagency shall apply Ey7§fce_ss_market véd11jetoTl1e_::t§sE111_it 'cEs?ribed in this ST 
tion. If the assistance unit owns more than one licensed vehicle, the county agen—5y_sha_ll 
du£rEriT1§ the vehicle _vFtl1_t—l1<a—higFs._t_1n-a1r_l<_c-cfizalue and count onlyfihe market value_o—s/Tar 
$7,500. The county agency shall count the market value of alTher vehicles and apply 
this amountto the asset 1irnitT3scr1'bed irmris section. Tl1e~V7alue of special equipment for 
alfandicapped memberoffie assistance unit is excluded. To establish the market value—o_f 
vehicles, a county agency must use the N.A.D.A. Official Used Car Guide, Midwest Edi- 

EL for newer model cars. The N.A.D.A. Official Used Car Guide, Midwest Edition, is 
incorp—c)rated by referenc'eTWTen a vehicle is not listed inTlE guidebook, or when the ap- 
plicant or partEipant disputes the value list<§l'iiTthe guidebook as mueasonable giwenfi 
conditicm of the particular vehicle, the county agency may require the applicant or partic- 
ipant to document the value by securing a written stam—m{3nt from {motor vehicle dealer 
licensed under section 168.2T stating the amount that the dealer would pay to purchase 
the vehicle. The county agency shall regburse thelfirlicant or participar_1t_fc>rthe cost of 
:a—u/ritten statement tl_1a_t docum$s‘a lower value; 

-— —~'_ 

_(2_) the value o_f fife insurance policies _f_g members o_f _tlE assistance unit; 

(3_) E burial gt E member o_f E assistance unit; 
(4) the value of personal property needed to produce earned income, including tools, 

implements, farm animals, inventory, business loans, business checking and savings ac; 
counts used e'3r—<:_lusively for the operation of a self—employment business, Ed any motor 
vehiclegfi vehicles are c:s—sential E Eself-employment business; '

— 
(_5_)_ tfi value pf personal property not otherwise specified which commonly used 

by household members day-to—day living such a_s clothing, necessary household f1_1r_- 
niture, equipment, an_d other basic maintenance items essential fo_r daily living; 

Q th_e value g re_al and personal property owned by a recipient g Social Security 
Income pr Minnesota supplemental aid; 

Q) the value o_f corrective payments, bit only fpr th_e month which tfi payment 
received and for the following month; 

(_82 a mobile home used by E applicant E participant a_s fire applicant’s E partici- 
pant’s home; 
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(9) money in a separate escrow account gag needed to E real estate taxes or surana E E used for purpose; 

(10) money held in escrow t_o cover employee FICA, employee tax withholding, 
salesTa~§ withho1$Eg,_employee worker compensation, business insurance, property 
rental,?roperty taxes, and other costs th_at are pay a_t least annually, l31_t hi often than 
monthly;

— 
(11) monthly assistance and emergency assistance payments for the current month’s 

needs; 

(_1g) the value of school loans, grants, g scholarships for th_e period tliy are 
tended t_o cover; 

(_13_) payments listed in section 256J .21, subdivision 2, clause (9), which are Ed in escrow for a period not to exceed three months to replace orrepair personal or real pmpe; 
W; 

(111) income received 3 budget month through the eid 51' th_e budget month; 
(15) savings of a minor child or a minor parent that are set aside in a separate account 

designated specifically fir future education gr employment costs; 

(_1_§) the earned income tax credit and Minnesota working family credit in the month 
received a_nd_ the following month; 

(1_7)_ payments excluded under federal law as long as those payments are lild in a 
separate account from fly nonexcluded funds; Ed 

_(_18_) money received by a participant gf the corps t_o career program under section 
84.0887, subdivision Q, paragraph _(b)_, as a_ postservice benefit under the federal Ameri- 
corps 

Sec. 13. [256J.21] INCOME LIMITATIONS. 
Subdivision 1. INCOME INCLUSIONS. To determine MFIP—S eligibility, the 

county agency IIIIEIZ evaluate income received by—rnembers of an assistance unit, or'b_y 
other persons WIISSE income is considered available to the ass1'_sta-rice unit. All payments: 
unless specifically excludedé subdivision Q mus_(§Tounted § mmjf 

Subd. 2. INCOME EXCLUSIONS. L) E following must l_)_e excluded deter-- 
mining 3 faEily’s available income: 

(1) payments for basic care, difficulty of care, and clothing allowances received for 
providing family Ester care to children—oT1clu—l't§ under Minnesota Rules, part_s 
9545,0010 to 9545.0260 aH95§.505O to 9535 .6265, and payments received and used E ci1_r_e fl_maintenanceT_f_a third—partybeneficiary E not 3 household r—rie—mbe_r_; 

Q) reimbursements £o_r employment training received through the E Training 
Partnership éctl United States Code, Q2, chapter 1_9, sections 1501 t_o 1792b; 

Q) reimbursement for out—of—pocket expenses incurred while performing volun- 
_te_er services, duty, or employment; 

(4) all educational assistance, except the county agency must count graduate student 
teaching assistantships, fellowships, E other similar paid work as earned income fig 
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after allowing deductions EL any unmet an_d necessary educational expenses, shall count 
scholarships E grants awarded to graduate students E _d_o_ no_t require teaching g £e_- 
search as unearned income; 

Q) loans, regardless 9_f purpose, from public g private lending institutions, govern- 
mental lending institutions, pr governmental agencies; 

(6_) loans from private individuals, regardless pf purpose, provided an applicantQ 
participant documents t_h_a_t the lender expects repayment; 

(7_) state an_d federal income tzg refunds; 

(_8)_ state an_d federal earned income credits; 

(9) funds received for reimbursement, replacement, or rebate of personal or real 
propefy when these paym—e_nts are made by public agencies,—a_warded W a court, solicfid 
through public appeal, or made as a grant by a federal agency, state or local government, 
pr disaster assistance organizatiars, subse$1entt_o a presidentLTlde_claT2Ki3n pf disaster; 

(10) t_h_e portion o_f a_n insurance settlement t_hat used t_o pg medical, funeral, a_n_d 
burial expenses, E t_o repair gr replace insured property; 

(11) reimbursements EL medical expenses that cannot E paid b_y medical assis- 
tance; 

(1_2)_ payments lg a_ vocational rehabilitation program administered Q th_e state E: 
gar chapter 268A, except those payments thit ar_e fo_r current living expenses; 

(13) in—kind income, including any payments directly made by a third party t_o a pr_o_- 
vider 9_f goods an_d services; 

(14) assistance payments to correct underpayments, but only E the month which 

fire payment received; 

(1_5) emergency assistance payments; 

(16_) funeral fi cemetery payments as provided by section 256.935; 
Q7_) nonrecurring cash gifts of @ gr less, Q exceeding $22 pp_r participant a 

calendar month; 

(18) any form of energy assistance payment made through Public Law Number 
97—35,.fovv:IrTcE1e_Home Energy Assistance Act of 1981, payments ma-d—e—directly to 
energy providers by other public and private ag§n—ci—e—s, and any form of credit or rebat_e 
payment issued fl_energy providers; 

——" _-_ ——- _ — 

Q_9_) Supplemental Security Income, including retroactive payments; 

QQ) Minnesota supplemental Ed including retroactive payments; 
(_2_1_) proceeds fgnl Q fie 9_f_ I_ea_1 gr Eeggil property; @ adoption assistance payments under section 259.67; 
(2_3) state—funded family subsidy program payments made under section 252.32 to hi families gag fo_r children with mental retardation E related conditions; 
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(24) interest payments and dividends from property mat no_t excluded from and 
tliat doTes‘_r1c_)t exceed the asset limit; 

(2_5) git rebates; 
(26) income earned by a minor caregiver or minor child who a_t least a ha1f—th_ne studef — _ - 
(27) income earned b_y _a caregiver under age 20 who is at least a half—time student in Q approved secondary education program; @ MFIP—S child c_are payments under section 119B.05; @ a_ll other payments made through MFIP—S to support 3 caregiver’s pursuit pf 

greater self—support; 

(30) income a participant receives related to shared living expenses; 

(31) reverse mortgages; Q benefits provided b_y the Child Nutrition _A_c_:t o_f 1966, United States Code, t_itl_e 
4e_2, chapter 13A, sections 1771 t_o 1790; 

(33) benefits provided b_y_ the women, infants, _an_d children (WIC) nutrition pg 
gram, United States Code, 4_2_, chapter 13A, section 1786; ' 

(21) benefits from the National School Lunch E United States Code, gtle 4_2, 
chapter Q sections 1751 t_o 176%; 

(35) relocation assistance for displaced persons under the Uniform Relocation As- 
sistaricfind Real Property Acqtiisition Policies Act of 1970,fi1ited States Code, title’/TZ 
chapter 61"Tsubchapter II, section 4636, or the N atiorial Housing Act, United States Code, 
t_i_tE E chapter E sections 1701 t_o 1750jj; 

(36) benefits from the Trade Ag o_f 1974, United States Code, @ 12, chapter 
part 2, sections 2271 to 2—322; 

_(_3’_7) Err reparations payments t_o Japanese Americans and Aleuts under United 
States Code, 5_(), sections 1989 t_o 1989d; 

(_3__8_) payments t_o veterans gr their dependents as i:_l result o_f legal settlements regard: 
in_g Agent Orange o_r other chemical exposure under Public Law Number 101-239, _s_e_c: 
_tio_n 10405, paragraph (a)(2)(E); 

(Q income @ otherwise specifically excluded from E MFIP—S program con- 
sideration federal 1_a\_v_, state lal pr federal regulation; 

_(_4_0)_ security fl utility deposit refunds; 
(41) American Indian tribal land settlements excluded under Public Law Numbers 

98—1'2?98—124, and 99-377 to t11e—1\/rississippi Band Chippewa Indians ofihite Earth, 
Leech Lake, and ll/Elle Lacs re_ser\7ations and payments to members of the White Earth 
Band, under Ufited Stat_<§Code, tfi 2_i Eapter & sectidn 3_3£ E Ja51Te: 1_6, s_e_ct_io_n_ 
1407; 

(L2) a_ll income of the minor parent’s parent when determining the grant for the mi- 
rig parent in househo1_dst_l_ra_t include a minor parent living with a par51-t‘ on MFIP—S other dependent children; and 
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(43) income of the minor parent’s parent equal to 200 percent of the federal poverty 
guidelme for a fanfil-y_§ize not including the minor pareT and the m—i‘n—c§—parent’s child in 
households—tl1_zat incluclFa_11_1i'_nor parent lfing with a parerfifin MFIP—S wher_1d:c:t‘e; 
mining the giant for the minor parent. The rernafier of incoiHeis_deemed as specified in 
section $61.37, Ebmision L 

" “ " ‘ 
Subd. 3. INITIAL INCOME TEST. The county agency shall determine initial eli- 

gibility by cfinsidering all earned and unearned income that is rfxcluded under subdi- 
vision 2.TI‘o be eligible fo_r MFIP—SW1e assistance unit’s1?u1Tta$l_e income mfsthe dis- 
regard; in paragraphs (a) and (b) must be below the transitional standard of assistafi 
according t_o section 23_6J.Tf§_Fgi__T§zEassista1'E 

—‘ 

£a_) TE initial eligibility determination mist disregard tl1_e following items: 
(1) the employment disregard is 18 percent of the gross earned income whether or 

n_<”£?IIfi=b6ri§W°rking£u£:1n3§5_7PLfi£Hn_67_
" 

(2) dependent care costs must be deducted from gross earned income for the actual 
amount‘ paid for depEent care up to—the maximum disregard allowed under—tl1i_sT:hapter 
ar_1dcha1§c_r—11——9B;an_d 

—_—__— _' 

(3) all payments made according to a court order for the support of children not liv- 
ing indreassistance unit’s household shall be disregarde-cl—f—fom the income of the.;Ers—on 
witlrthnelegal obligagfo pay suppofproyided that, if there % been a (mange in the 
Fnanoialfifcumstances 0? thT person with the legEl_igationHpa—y—s_uI3port since E16 
support order was entere—d,the personWthWéTe_g—al obligationtofir support E1—s—pet—i: 
tioned fpr 3 mEication o_fE support_5fde—L 

1- — — —1 
(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), when determining initial eligibility for appli- 

cantswho have received AFDC, family general assistance, MFIP, MFIP—R, worlffirst, or 
MFIP4 in this state within four months of the most recent application for MFIP—S, the 
emp1oyment—dis?egard §_6_FeYcent _o_f E g?)ss earned income. — — 

After initial eligibility established, fie assistance payment calculation based 92 
me monthly income@ 

Subd. 4. MONTHLY INCOME TEST AND DETERMINATION OF ASSIS- 
TANCE PATEMEN T. The county agency shall detennine ongoing eligibility and the as- 
sistance payment amoifitaccording to the in?nthly income test. To be eligibleTo—r_l\7IF_-IT: 

§, th_e result oi"tl1_e computations paragraphs gal t_o £92 @315 at l£zi_st 
—_ 

(a) Apply a 36 percent income disregard to gross earnings and subtract this amount 
fromfie famil}7vTe1ge level. If the difference is equal to or grefier than theTfa—nsitional 
fin~dard, the assistance paym_erltis equal to thetransitional standard._I_f-tlTe'difference is 
less than tlfe_transitional standard,_the assistance payment is equal to thedifference. The 
e1TpEyn‘1Tt disregard paragraph pl1_us_t Q deducted_ every rnoifii there earrd 
income. 

(b) All payments made according to a court order for the support of children not liv- 
ing infi%sistance unit’s household mnst be disregardEi'fr_om the inc-dme of thep—(:rsE 
\_Tth—tlTe_legal obligafito pay supp(E3rKzided that, if tHer—e % been a chan—ge in the 
fii1an§a1_(7r7umstances cf thT person with the legaW>Hga—fi?r1T€pa_ysupport sincg t_lTe 
support order was entered‘, the PCISOHWITI-1-6 legal obligationmfir support has peti- 
tioned £o_r a modTfication o_f—Ee court cTrde_r.__ 

: _ __ -_ —' 
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(c) Subtract unearned income dollar for dollar from th_e transitional standard t_o_ Q: 
termine th_e assistance payment amount. \ 

(d) When income is both earned and unearned, the amount of the assistance payment 
must be determined by fgreating gross earned income as specified in paragraph (a). 
Afterdetennining thfirfiint of the assistance payment ufiler paragraph (a), unea1:i17e-(I 
income must be sulWr_acted frorfftlfi amount dollar E dollar to determine 3:“ assistance paymenfiofiit. ‘— _ 

(e) When the monthly income greater firm tfi transitional or family wage 
standard after apfiicable deductions and the income will only exceed the standard 'f_o_r_ _o_r§ 
month, t_h_e county agency must suspend E assistance payment £r)_rtl1_e payment riolfl 

Subd. 5. DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME. The income of all members of the assis- 
tance unit rfiist be counted. Income may also beamed from Heligible persons to the 
asTmaTm: unitffricome must be attri5fiedWlEperson @rns g to die assisErEe 
p_n_it accordingto paragraphs@ t_o 

_ — 
(a) Funds distributed from a trust, whether from the principal holdings or sale of 

trust p_roperty or from the interestand other earningsfitharust holdings, must becfiiii 
cred income when the income is legally available to an applicant or participant. Trusts are 
presumed legally avfilable unless an applicant or pafiicipant can document that the trifi 
is n_o1: legally available. 

‘T _ —‘ — T" --I 
932 Income from jointly owned property must E divided equally among property 

owners unless the terms o_f ownership provide Q a different distribution. 
(_c)_ Deductions g E allowed from th_e gross income o_f a financially responsible 

household member or by the members of an assistance to meet a current or prior debt. 
Sec. 14. [256J.24] FAMILY COMPOSITION AND ASSISTANCE STAN- 

DARDS. 
Subdivision 1. MFIP—S ASSISTANCE UNIT. An MFI_P——S assistance unit is ei- 

ther a group of individuals with at least one minor child?/ho live together who_s-e'ne?:<i—s, 
Es“s‘ét‘s, and ifiome are cor1sfiefed_t5_g_etFr and w§eFe_ive_MFIP—S assistance, or a 
pregnar1t—\voman whfieceives MFIP—S assis%:¢3.—In—dividua1s identified in subdivision 
2 must be included—'m'the MFIP—S assistance unit. Individuals identified in—§ubdivision_§ 
r_nust be—exc1uded ffc71rr—fl1e assistance unit. Ind_ivEluals identified in subdivision 4 may be 

in the assis-t.a‘nc—eunit at their_(;p—tion. Individuals not incfuded in the a§sis_tErE 
unit who artfiientified mEcti3rT23_6J .37, subdivision 1 F2, must havefieir income 
c_<)n‘sFered~when determ_ii1ing eligibility and benefits for—arTM-T*‘IP—S 2E2m—c3uT1K_KlI 
assistance unit members, whether mandatTy or electi\7e:vW1o live together and forfiivhom 
one caregiver or two caregivers apply must be included in a single assistance unit. 

Subd. MANDATORY ASSISTANCE UNIT COMPOSITION. ExceptE 
ngr caregivers 3% E a separate assistance unit, when gig following individuals Eve 
together, they must be included in the assistance unit: 

Q a_ minor child; 
Q Ere minor child’s siblings, half—siblings, % step—sib1ings; and Q th_e minor child’s natural, adoptive parents, E stepparents. 
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Subd. INDIVIDUALS WHO MUST BE EXCLUDED FROM AN ASSIS- 
TANCE UNIT. E following individuals must be excluded from E assistance unit: 

£_1_) individuals receiving Supplemental Security Income gr Minnesota supplemen- 
31 931.; 

(2) individuals living Q home while performing court—imposed, unpaid community 
service work dig t_0 a criminal conviction;

’ 

Q2 individuals disqualified from the food stamp program gr 1V[FIP~S, until Q13 
qualification ends;

’ 

0:) children 93 whose behalf fostergg payments under gtle IV—-E o_fth_e Social §e_- 
curity gt a_re made, except as provided section 256J .74, subdivision ami 

(5) children receiving ongoing monthly adoption assistance payments under section 
269.67. 

Subd. 4. INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY ELECT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 
ASSISTANCE UNIT. The minor‘child’s eligible caregiver may choose to be in the assis- 
tance unit, if the caregiver is not requiredto be in the assistance unit under subdivision 2. 
If the relati\7e—5§regiver cho—6s§ to be in the_a§§i§taT1Ee unit, that p?r—§on’s spouse must als5 
‘E E E 111“.- 

Subd. 5. MFIP—S TRANSITIONAL STANDARD. The following table repre- 
sents the WIP6 transitional standard table when a_ll member_sT_)l"tl1_e assistaEu_n_it ar_e 
eligiblTfr)_r both food a_nd cash assistance. 

Number pf Eligible People Standard 
$351 
$665 W5@ 

$1,025 
$1,165 
$1,273 
$1,403 
$1,530 
$1,653 

add £121 E additional member. 0 0H |< 
l—‘|l-i

O 

O|\OIDOl\IlO\IU1l-PIUJIIQII--\ 

The commissioner shall annually publish Q5 State Register me transitional stan- 
dard for an assistance unit sizes 1 to 10. 

Subd. APPLICATION OF ASSISTANCE STANDARDS. E standards a_p_- 
ply t_o t_l1_e number o_f eligible persons th_e assistance unit. 

Subd. 7. FAMILY WAGE LEVEL STANDARD. The family wage level standard 
is 110 perc§1t of the transitional standard under subdivi§iT)n 5 and ist_11—e§aErlard used 
Trlgthere is ‘e3E1Ed income in the assistance unit. As spegif-i—e7l Tmsection 256I._2T, 
earned income subtracted fIo—mWe family wag3Ie-vmo determin—e_the amount of the 
assistance payment. Assistance payments may _n_o_t exceel th_e transiti()—na1 standardE 
th_e assistance unit. 
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Sec. 15. [256J.25] RETURN OF UTILITY DEPOSIT. 
A county may require that assistance paid under MFIP—S in the form of a utility de- 

positless any arfint retainecTto satisfy out§a_nding utility costs_baeturnecfi5 the couifi 
when the person vacates the premises or be paid _f9_r th_e person’s nc=,_w housing as a_ vendorpayment. 

— — _ ‘H 
Sec. 16. [256J.26] PERSONS INELIGIBLE; VENDOR PAYMENTS. 
Subdivision PERSON CONVICTED OF DRUG OFFENSES. £a_) Applican_ts who have been convicted ofa _dm_g offense 3% fly _1_, 1997, may, otherwise eligilwli 

rTwive AFDC gr MFIP—S benefits subject to me following conditions: 
(_1_)_ benefits §)_r_ the entire assistance must _b_e paid vendor form Q); shelter an_d 

utilities during 
a_1_1_y_ 

time th_e applicant E of the assistance unit; 
(_2)_ g1_e_ convicted applicant shall be subject t_o random drug testing as a condition o_f continued eligibility and subject to sanctions under section 256J .46 following an_y pg-_ 

itive E f_0_r Q illegal controlled substance. @ subdivision alfl applies to persons @ receive food stamps under section 
o_f t_h_e Personal Responsibility ar1_d Work Opportunity Reconciliation E g 1996. 

(b) For the purposes of this subdivision, “drug offense” means a conviction that oc- 
curre'&“aE:?'J‘1fly 1, 1997,~o‘f—se~ctions 152.021 to 152.025, 152.0261, or 152.096‘.T)£@ 
offensefi Ee_an?a convic_tion in another juriscfiction of the possessioif use, or distribu- 
tion of {controlled substance, o?conspiracy to commFa—ny of these o’£f7r-.r1—se§if the (E 
f§1se_BEcurred after July 1, 199-7, and the conViction is a_f_el<my”3fEnse in thatju$cliE 
tigi, 95 th_e caE_9_f—_1\E\}/__Jersey,.a—L<gh misdemeanbif 

_ _— 
_ 

_' 

Subd. 2. PAROLE VIOLATORS. An individual violating a condition of probation 
or parole or_s—upervised release imposed under federal law or the law of any state is ine1ig_i: 
big t_o receive AFDC o_r MFIP—S. 

Subd. FLEEING F ELON S. Q individual % fleeing to avoid prosecutiorfi 
or custody, gr confinement after conviction {(5 a. crime th_at a felony under th_e laws o_f 
the jurisdiction from which the individual flees, 9‘ tlg gig _of New Jersey, a rfldemeanor, i_s'in'aigible ttireceive AFDC or MFIP—-S. 

Subd. 4. DENIAL OF ASSISTANCE FOR TEN YEARS TO A PERSON FOUND TO_HAVE FRAUDULENTLY MISREPRESENTED RESIDENCY. An in- 
dividual who is convicted in federal or state court of having made a fraudulent statgffierit 
or repres_e._rffiiti_on with respect to the_j)l—aEe_of resifiance of the individual in order to re- 
c—eive assistance si1—n_uItaneously— £1351. two or_n1ore states 1? irfiigible to receive AFD_C_o? 
MFIP—S {cg t_en Es beginning E th_T§E o_f fie convfction. _ 

Sec. 17. [256J.28] PROVISIONS RELATED SPECIFICALLY TO FOOD STAMP ASSISTANCE. 
Subdivision EXPEDITED ISSUANCE OF FOOD STAMP ASSISTANCE. 

__'I‘l1_e following households a_re entitled to expedited issuance o_f food stamp assistance: Q households with lc_ss_ th_an $150 monthly gross income provided their liquid 
assets do not exceedmo; 
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Q) migrant o_'r seasonal farm worker households yr/__l£ g destitute a_s defined 
Code of Federal Regulations, title L subtitle B, chapter % subchapter C, part E section 
273.10, paragraph (e)(3), provided their liquid assets £19 n_ot exceed $100;.an_d 

(3) eligible households whose combined monthly gross income and liquid resources 
ar_e le_s§ than me household’s monthly E-it g mortgage E utilities. 

The benefits issued through expedited issuance o_f food stamp assistance must be 
deducted from gig amount of E fu_l1 monthly MFIP4 assistance payment a_nd_ a supple- 
mental payment @ th_e difference must E issued. 

Subd. 3 FOOD STAMPS FOR HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS NOT IN THE AS- SISTANCE UNIT. §a_) E household members E purchase an_d prepare food gig 
MFIP—S assistance bit fie n_ot E1: o_f the assistance Ere county agency must 
determine a separate food stamp benefit based p_r_1 regulations agreed upon th_e 

United States department o_f agriculture. 

(_b)_ subdivision does 1_1p_t apply to optional members w_hg have chosen no_t to be 
m tlf assistance unit. 

§c)_ Fair hearing requirements E persons w_hg receive food stamps under this subdi- 
vision ag governed section 256.045, E Code pf Federal Regulations, title 7, subtitle E chapter E jg E section 273.15. 

Subd. E INCOME DISREGARD FOR CERTAIN PROGRAMS, FOOD AS- SISTANCE PORTION OF ASSISTANCE PAYMENT. LIE portion or die MFIP—S 
assistance payment t_l1a_t designated by die commissioner § the food assistance portion 
p_f fie assistance payment must bf disregarded as income th_e following programs: 

(_1)_ housing subsidy programs; 

(_2) low—income home energy assistance program; 

Q_) Supplemental Security Income, when determining interim assistance amount; 
and 

£12 other programs thit Q gt count food stamps § income. 
For the purposes of this subdivision, the food assistance portion of the assistance 

paym?n-t —nEans a prede_terr~Ened portion ofW:—l\7[F—IP—S assistance paym_erTt_that may be 
received in point_—of—pnrchase sites or asf—o5rT stamps. The predetermined poTorTof'tE 
assistance_ payment will yar_y pr—ofTIe, whichgaased o_n family Egg 

___ 

Subd. FOOD PORTION OF MFIP—S ASSISTANCE GRANT. §a_) lh_e MFIP— 
S assistance grant mustf reduced an amount equal to me food portion pf _tE transi- 
tional standard fpr a_n assistance when a relative caregiver chooses no_t t_o b_e E15 p_f 
die assistance a_n_d_ exempt from work activities under chapter. 

(b) The food portion of the MFIP—S grant must be reduced by $30 for MFIP—S recip- 
ients who are also recipients Q public housing subsidies. 

Sec. 18. [256J.30] APPLICANT AND PARTICIPANT REQUIREMENTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

Subdivision APPLICANT REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. E applicant 
must provide information o_n a_n application form gig supplemental forms about th_e ap: 
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plicant’s circumstances which affect MFIP—S eligibility gr th_e assistance payment.E 
applicant must report changes identified subdivision 9 while th_e application pend- 
ing. When?1_applicant does not accurately report information on an application, both an 
overpaymefi and a referT1f<3r3 fraud investigation may resu1t._W_hen an app1icanT£1oE 
not provide info—r'1I_1—ation or d&:Ementation, the receipt_of the assistancepayment may—bE 
delayed or the applicatioifmay be denied dtfiinding on_th_e-type of information refined 
arid eFec—tg eligibilityf 

M _ — 1 _ _—m_ 
Subd. 2. REQUIREMENT TO APPLY FOR OTHER BENEFITS. An applicant 

or pafpmift must apply for and follow through with appealing any denialsgeligibility 
fdr benefits fr<m1:oth—er_'“;no—gra'r11_s for which the afizant or partifiant is poEntia11y eli- 
gi-ble and wh-iarwould, if received—,offset assfitance payments. An applicant’s or part-E 
pant’sfTlure to complete application for these benefits withoutgood cause resfilts in de- 
nial or termination of assistance. Gootfiause for failure to apply for these benefitsisfi: 
l3v—ved when circumstances beyond the contro1—()*f the applicant orfirticipant prevenTtT 
applicant g participant from makingg applicatioh. — ‘- 

Subd. 3. RESPONSIBILITY TO INQUIRE. _1§n__ applicant or participant who 
does not kno_w or is unsure whether a given change in circumstances will affect the ap—pTi-‘ 
%t—’s__or participfifis MFIP—S eligibility or assistance payment musEntact tlTe_county 
agency_E information. ~_ — 

Subd. 4. PARTICIPANT’S COMPLETION OF RECERTIFICATION OF 
ELIGIBILITTY FORM. A participant must complete forms prescribed by the commis- 
sioner which are required—for recertification of eligibility according to segtfii 2561 
subdivision 

— _ _ 
Subd. 5. MONTHLY MFIP—S HOUSEHOLD REPORTS. Each assistance unit 

with a member who has earned income or a recent work history, and'eaEl—1 assistance Fifi Ehas incomrileefiad to it from a financially responsible p_er—soEust compleE§a 
mdntlfl-y MFIP—S l1ousehJd'reportf3rm. “Recent work history” means the individual 
received earned income in the report month or any of the previous three ca1Tdar months 
even if the earnings are exbluded. To be coE;)l7e:tl~1_:3_MFIP—S hcfiahold reportfiffr 
Hist Fe_signed and d3Ted by the caEgEers no earlier—than the last day of the reporting 

swered,@ documentation Q e_arned income must E included. : ‘E —— 
Subd. 6. SIX—MONT H MFIP—S HOUSEHOLD REPORT. Assistance units that 

are not requifed to report monthly under subdivision 5 must complete an MFIP—SE1T§e_- 
Ed7:port form—every months. To be complete, the MFIP—S household report form E be sign—ed_and dated by the caregiver or caregivcar—s no eailier than the last day of the 
reporfihg period._K1l questi_on_s_required toaatermine assi_stance paE:r1—teliEbili1:—yTn_1Is—t 
b_e answered flficumentation g earned income must E included. 

Subd. 7. DUE DATE OF MFIP-S HOUSEHOLD REPORT. An MFIP—S house- ‘ 

hold reportfirm must be received by the county agency by the eighthTlendar day of the Em following the reporting periEl—c3vered by the forr-1_f\Vhen the eighth Cale-ride? (1337 
of the month falls?) a weekend or holiday, the MFIP—S household report form must be 
r_eceived by tl'§)1—1_rity‘ agency the_first workfi day that follows the eighth c—z11ef1dar da—y_. 
The courfi agency must send_a—nFtice of terrnEatiT because _5f—a late or incomplae 
MFIP—S household report form. 
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Subd. LATE MFIP—S HOUSEHOLD REPORT FORMS. Paragraphs Q t9 
(1) apply t_o the reporting requirements subdivision 

(a) When a caregiver submits an incomplete MFIP—S household report form before 
the lagworking day of the month orfivhich a ten—day notice of termination canbeissued, E county agency must return the incomplete fonn on or before the ten—day notice dead- 
line g a_ny previously spit tenqay notice o_f termination invalid. 

Q) When a complete MFIP—S household report form E received Q a county 
agency before th_e la_st_ te_n days of th_e month which th_e form due, fie county agency 
must send a notice of proposed termination of assistance. When a caregiver submits an 
incomp1ete_form on or after the date a not1ce_of proposed termination has been sent, the 
termination valid unless t_l'§ caregiver submits a complete form before t_h_e _e£i_ pftl1_e 
month. 

(3) An assistance unit required to submit an MFIP—S household report form is con- 
sidered to-have continued its application for ass_istance if a complete MFIP—S houseflcl 
report f6?rn_Tsreceived witl1_in a calendarifonth after the month in which assistance was 
receive:(l:ar1<i_ assistance shall be paid for the per_io.dt7e_‘gimmg with the first day of—t-he 

month m—w-liich the repo—rt_fi_s7_ile_T 
— — —' —— W —_ _— 

(_d)_ A county agency must allow good cause exemptions from the reporting require- 
ments under subdivisions—5:1nd 6 when any of the following factorgause a caregiver to 
fail to provide the county §g‘eTc§ witFaTor@EEed M.FIP-S household report form b; 
fo—reThe end ofthe month in whicfiheform is $13 

—— 

(_12 E employer delays completion o_f employment verification; 
(_22 a county agency does no_t help a caregiver complete t_h_e MFIP—S household rg 

p_o_r_t form when th_e caregiver gs _f_(£ help; 
(3) a caregiver does not receive an MFIP—S household report form due to mistake on 

the part of the department or the county agency or due to a reported change in address; 

(_4)_ a caregiver E physically 9_r mentally incapacitated; or 
£5_) some other circumstance occurs that a caregiver could not avoid with reasonable 

fie which prevents the caregiver from providing a completed MFIP—S household report 
form before t_h_e erg 9_f th_e month which tlg form due. 

Subd. CHANGES THAT MUST BE REPORTED. A caregiver must report are 
changes or anticipated changes specified clauses (_1_) to £_1§)_ within te_n days o_f fire date 

the time of the periodic recertification of eligibility under section 25 6J .32, subdivision _6_,_ 
or within eight calendar days of a reporting period as in subdivision 5 or 6, whichever 
occurs firsTA_ caregiver {HE report other changes atthetime of the peiialicrecertificw 
tion of el-ifibfiity under section 25 6J .32, subdivisiorT6,—orTtl1e-‘eKd_of a reporting period mm; subdivision 5 or 6, as applicable. A caregiver m3sT1:TaEt%eTeports in writing to 
the county agency.—\Vheri71 county agerTcy could hzwTneduced or terminatedassistance H one or more payment months if a delay in repofifig a change_specified under clauses E t_oT1'6) had not occurred, the c_ounty agency must determine whether a timely notice 
Hderuse-<3-ti$2?6_.T.31, subdi\Tsion 4, could have_bE.n issued Q t_h_e E firat me change 
occurred. When a timely notice could have been issued, each month’s overpayment sub— 
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sequent t_o E notice must be considered a client error overpayment under section 
256J .38. Changes in circumstances which must be reported within ten days must also be 
reported on th_e MfiP—S household report-f_<_)F__r1_’nT)_r th_e reporting pe—ricEn W(—:l—1‘Ei:(>—s__t=: 
changes occurred. Within tg days, a caregiver must report: 
Q a change initial employment; _ 

(2) a change in initial receipt o_f unearned income; 

(3) a recurring change in unearned income; 

Q52 3 nonrecurring change 9:" unearned income thLt exceeds $30; 
('5_) gig receipt o_f a lump sum; 

(6) an increase in assets that may cause th_e assistance unit to exceed asset limi.ts;
_ 

§’_7_) a change in the physical or mental status of E incapacitated member of the assis- 
tance unit if the physical or mental status the basis pf exemption from an MFlP—S work 
arm training program;

‘ 

Q) a_ change employment status; 

(1) a change household composition, including births, returns to g departures from th_e home of assistance members _an1_(_i_ financially responsible persons, gr a change t_h_e custody 9_f a minor child; 

_(1_0) a change health insurance coverage; 

(11) the marriage or divorce o_f a_n assistance unit member; 

£122 tl1_e death 9f 3 parent, minor child, or financially responsible person; 

Q22 _a change address _o_r living quarters o_f E assistance unit; 
(1_4)_ th_e sLm purchase, p_r other transfer pf property; 
L11) 3 change school attendance o_f a custodial parent or gm employed child; ag 
(1:6) filing a lawsuit, 3 workers’ compensation claim, or a monetary claim against a third party. 

Subd. E COOPERATION WITH HEALTH CARE BENEFITS. Q }‘_l1_ec_a1e_- giver _o_f E minor child must cooperate with the county agency t_o identify % provide ii formation t_o assist th_e county agency pursuing third—party liability fpr medical §_e: 
vices. 

Q32 é caregiver must assign t_o gig department any rights to health insurance policy 
benefits the caregiver has during the period o_f MFIP—’S eligibility. 

available under th_e medical assistance program o_n behalf of th_e applicant _or participant and all other assistance unit members. 

(c) 13 caregiver must identify any third party who may be liable for care and service_s_ 

(d) When a participant refuses to identify any third party who may be liable for care 
and services, the recipient must be szfictioned a$<WiT<:cl*in'§e_6tion—EJ7l5E)'d_i\7is_io’ri 
1. The recipient is also ineligible for medical ‘assistance for a minimum of one month andW 
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Subd. REQUIREMENT TO ASSIGN SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE 
RIGHTS. To be eligible for MFIP—S, the caregiver must assign all rights t9 child support 
and spousal maintenance benefits according to section 256.74, subdivision 5, and section 
256.741, enacted. 

Subd. 12. REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE SOCIAL SECURITY NUM- 
BERS. Eaclfinember of the assistance unit must provide the member’s social security 
number to the county ag_en&, except for r_n?r'nbers in the assfiance unit who are qualified 
noncitizens who are victims of domestic violence a—sd—<afi11ed under_s—eEti_(F2_53J .08, sub- 
division 73,c:121u-sje—(7). Wh§1 a social security number is not provided to the co11Tty 
agency fo_r—\/erificatifithis requirement is satisfied when e_a5h_ member of Eewasgsistance 
unit cooperates with the_p-rocedures for Verification of nufnfiers, issuan_c<$f duplicate 
Eafis, and issuargofngw numbers wTich have been established jointly betw—een the So- 
<§ Security AdmirFsEation Ed _tE con1m_i§§oner. 

_w__ 

SEC. 19. [256J.31] APPLICANT AND PARTICIPANT RIGHTS AND 
COUNTY AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES. 

Subdivision RIGHT TO INFORMATION. E applicant g participant h_21s_ me 
right t_o obtain from th_e county agency information about th_e benefits, requirements, PE 
strictions, arg appeal provisions 9_f public assistance programs. 

Subd. 2. RIGHT TO AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE. An applicant or 
participant lfis the right to designate an authorized representative to act onThe applicant_’s 
or participa_nt_’s—17:ha1f. An applicant or participant has the right to be assisted or repre- 
sented by an authorizedTepresentative_in eligibility Ete~fiiTEior~1§,_recertificat$n, con- 
ciliatior_i_c3-nferences, the fair hearing process, and any other contacts with the cofity 
agency or the department: When a county agency—de-t<Ei1Te_s-t-liat it is nec—e§ry—for a per- 
son to assist an applicant or participant, the county agency must designate a staff member 
to assist the applicant or participant. Upon a request fiom71n—21pplicant or participant, a 

Kmnty ag—ency must pr—o_vide addresses and telephone numbgrs of organiz—ations that pro: E l_ega_l servi_c—e-s'a_t Q fig or pg gcfl t_o low—income persogs. ‘-1 
Subd. 3. RIGHT OF APPLICANT TO NOTICE. A county agency must notify 

an applicantbf the disposition of the applicant’s applicatiorf The notice mustE§_in writ- 
mg and on fo~rfn—sprescribed b}7th_e—commissioner. The county-agency mfiiifiifififi 
t-icfleialglast known 1nailir1g_acWess provided by t_h€applicant. When an a1f)l_iczTi()r1—i§ 
denie-cl,-the?ounty agency must notify the applicanfii writing of the reagons for the de—— 

PEL °_f FL; £511? 29 ‘‘PP. __e‘*1»@°_f Q12 Q3 t_o .LaPP.__17§"_‘ “S5i5?5‘1—°_€- 
— __ 

Subd. 4. PARTICIPANT’S RIGHT TO NOTICE. A county agency must give a 

participant written notice of all adverse actions aflecting tfi participant inc1iTingE1_y: 
ment reductions, suspensionsiterminations, and use of pr()t—ective, vendor, or two—par?y 
payments. The notice of adverse action mustWoTi-a form prescribed or appr—oved by the 
commissioKeTand mustbe mailed to the last lcr—§)v—s/i1#1na1%1ing address pr-ovided by th—e_p§r: 
ticipant. The coTnty agerfiy must sfiarmfe notice of adverse action the action it intends 
to take, thereasons for the action, the participant’s right to appeal the action, the condi- 

§n—21pp?a1_<i—e~':i_si_<)Ia£TdE-eE—e_- @ consequences pf th_e acti—o_1I ~ —— 

Subd. 5. MAILING OF NOTICE. The notice of adverse action shall be issued ac- 
cording t_o Etragraphs (_a2 t_o 

1 _ 1- *- 
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Q12 _A_ county agency shall mail a notice of adverse action a_t least te_n days before thf 
effective d_a_tg o_f fie adverse action, except a_s provided paragraphs (_b;) and 

(b) A county agency must mail a notice of adverse action at least five days before the 
effecth/‘e date of the adverse action when th_e county agency has factual information that 
requires an action to reduce, suspend, or terminate assistan<3<=._‘t)ased on probable fraud. 

£92 A county agency shall mail _a notice o_f adverse action before or on t_h§ effecti_\_re 
date of tl1_e adverse action when the county agency: 

g1_) receives the caregiver ’s signed monthly MFIP——S household report form tl1_at 
cludes information t_h_z_1t requires payment reduction, suspension, o_r termination; 

Q informed of the death of a_ participant E t:h_e payee; 
Q receives a signed statement from th_e caregiver that assistance E 1£r_ige_r 

wanted; 

_(fQ_ 
receives a signed statement from th_e caregiver t_h_at provides information £13133 

quires th_e termination o_r reduction g assistance; 
(5) verifies that a member of the assistance unitis absent from the home and does not 

meet temporary absence provisions section 256J .13; 

(6) verifies that a member of the assistance unit has entered a regional treatment cen- 
Er o_r a licensed residential facility for medical o_r psychological treatment or rehabi1ita— 
tion; 

' 
— W 

(7) verifies that a member of an assistance unit has been placed in foster care, and the 
provisions o_f section 2561. 13, subdivision a paragraph Q3; d_o not apply; 

(_8_) verifies tl_1a_t a member o_f Q assistance l_r_a_s_ 
been approved t_o receive asais; 

tance by another state; o_r 

_(_S_l2 cannot locate a caregiver. 

Subd. 6. APPEAL RIGHTS. An applicant, participant, or former participant has 
the right tofiquest a fair hearing wheir aggrieved by an action. or inaction of a comfy 
§gericy—.A_request fofa—fa—ir hearing and rights pendirgafiir hearing are set as Eaecified in 
section 2561.40. 

‘“” ‘ '”‘ 

Subd. 7. CASE RECORDS AVAILABLE. A county agency must make financial 
case recordsavailable to the participant or formerparticipant as soon as possible but no. 
late} than the fifth busiiiesfiay followingthe date of the request: W‘-l1en~t_l1e participant-of 
'fcT1fiarTc@t asks for'p—hotocopies <)i?—1n%L§ from the financialfise record, HE 
@_I1tz§&1«=.y_@'@2Iz2cm_<2?_§@L‘=a_t_I1_7-‘E 

_ "- 

Subd. RIGHT TO MANAGE AFFAIRS. Except for protective payment provi- 
sions authorized under section 256J .39, participants have th_e right t_o manage their own 
affairs.

é 
Subd. 9. RIGHT TO PROTECTION. Minor caregivers have the right to ‘protec- 

tioi The county agency must refer a minor caregiver to the sociarselrv-iEe1Tit _\5ithT3_0 Q oifthe date the applicatT)rfi§approved. The sociaTs?vice unit must afit the care: 
1_8 _y_e_§ E‘ fie t_o develop 3 plan E specified in section E61511; 
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Subd. 10. PROTECTION FROM GARNISHMENT. MFIP—S grants or earnings 
pf a caregivgfwhile participating in full or part—time employment or training sh—all be pro- 
tected from garnishment. This protection for earnings shall extend for a period of six 
I‘l10l'lthS—f1FII] the date of tefnfination from WFIP—S. 

—_ — I I‘— 
Subd. RESPONSIBILITY TO RETAIN CASE RECORDS. The county 

agency must retain financial case records and employment an_d training servg records 
f_or MFIP—S cases according t_o chapter 

Sec. 20. [256J .315] COUNTY AND TRIBAL COOPERATION. 
The county agency must cooperate with tribal governments in the implementation 

of MlW—S to ensure that't—he—program meeTtl'1e special needs of peTs(Tns living on Indian 
r.e-servationsbf This coo;TrEon must include,-bnt is not limited to, the sharing of MFIPnS 
duties includi_rTg_ initial screening, orientatiofassessments, aHi_p—rovision Sr’ employ- 
ment and training services. The county agency shall encourage_tribal goVern1Tents to as- 
sume'E1ties related tp MFIPTS and shall worl<Tooperatively with tribes that hat; 5; 
sumed responsibility for a portioT>f the MFIP—S program t_o expand tribalgponsibilif 
tiefi E t@ expansion_i_s_requestedEyTfl=,_ tribe. 

Sec. 21. [256J.32] DOCUMENTING, VERIFYING, AND RECERTIFYING 
ELIGIBILITY. 

Subdivision VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION. A county agency must 
only require verification of information necessary to determine MFIP—S eligibilityE 
the amount of tlfi assistance payment. 

Subd. 2. DOCUMENTATION. The applicant or participant must document the 
informatiodfequired under subdivision's_4-to 6 or autlidrize the cou11t_y—21<gency to verfiy 
the information. ‘The applicant or particip_a-IE RE the burden_o7f providing documentary 
e—VIidence to verif}7e—ligibility. Th_e county agen7:y sfill assist fit applicant or participant 
in obtainiFg required docum<§1E when the appliEaTtg parti—cipant is unzmle to do so. 
When a_n applicant 9_r participant and theaunty agency am unable to7Jbtain documents 
needed '9 verify information, tl1_eTc)—un—t3r agency may accept an affidavit from _a_n_ appli- 
cant Q participant a_s sufiicient documentation. 

Subd. 3. CONTACTING THIRD PARTIES. A county agency must not request 
infonnationfabout an applicant or participant that is not of public record—fr—().rfi source 
other than county zgencies, the department, or_tFe_UFit-ed_States Departm?rfi_of Health 
and HEn Services withoutfie person’s pricf\vr_itten consent. An applicant’s Egnature 
Han application form constit_utes consenTE17 contact with the §o_urces specified on the 
§ppl—ication. A cougtyagency may use a singg consent f—6r_mfo—contact a group of sT11T1iI;E 
sources, sucFas banks or insurance agencies, but the§1Ec_e_s to be contacted_ must be 
identifiedbjfi county_agency E t_o reques?1n_g—;_1 applicanI7s_consent. 1-_ 

Subd. FACTORS TO BE VERIFIED. TE county agency shall verify E13 El: 
lowing a_t application: 

Q identity o_f adults; 
Q presence o_f th_e minor child the home, questionable; 

Q2 relationship o_f a minor child to caregivers th_e assistance unit; 
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Q4_) _a_gE necessary t_o determine MFIP—S eligibility; 

Q immigration status; 
(6) social security number accordance with th_e requirements of section 256] 

subd%ion 

Q income; 
@ self—emp1oyment expenses used a_s a deduction; 
Q)_ source and purpose o_f deposits @ withdrawals from business accounts; 
(10) spousal support and child support payments made t2 persons outside the house— 

hold; Q 5211 property; Q vehicles; 
Q) checking gig savings accounts; 
(14) savings certificates, savings bonds, stocks, and individual retirement accounts; 

_(£)_ pregnancy, related t_o eligibility; @ inconsistent information, related t_o eligibility; 

(ll) medical insurance; 

g8_) anticipated graduation gite of E 18-year-old; 
(_19_) burial accounts; 

(_2_Q2 school attendance, related t_o eligibility;@ @ residence. 
Subd. 5. VERIFICATION OF IMMIGRATION STATUS. An applicant’s writ- 

ten authorization is required before the county agency contacts the Im—migration and_I\TeE 
Elization Service to verify immigfafion status under subdivision 4, clause (5). Howev- 
er, refusal to providesuch authorization is grounds for a finding of—i‘neligibil—ity'if the ap- 
plicant failsto produfiaroof of eligible_immigratiE>_n"s_tatus. 

_ _—'_ 
Subd. _5_a_. INCONSISTENT INFORMATION. When th_e county agency verifies 

inconsistent information under subdivision fl clause (16), E under subdivision Q @183 
Q; the reason E verifying th_e information must IE documented ‘m fie financial case 
record. 

_~ 
Subd. RECERTIFICATION. Ih_e county agency shall recertify eligibility Q 

annual facer—to—face interview th_e participant Ed verify % following: 
Q presence o_f th_e minor child th_e home, questionable; 

Q income, including se1f—-employment expenses used a_s a deduction or deposits or 
withdrawals from business accounts; 

Q2 assets when th_e value within $200 o_f the asset limit; and 
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CL) inconsistent information, related _t_o eligibility. 

Sec. 22. [256J .33] PROSPECTIVE AND RETROSPECTIVE DETERMINA- 
TION OF MFIP—S ELIGIBILITY. 

Subdivision 1. DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY. A county agency must 
determine MFIP—S" eligibility prospectively for a payment month Eased on retrospecfivet 
ly assessing income and the county agency’s best estimate of the circumstances that will 
e—xist in the paymentvfion-th. 

— ___ 1: 
Except as described in section 2561.34, subdivision 1, when prospective eligibility 

exists, a comfy agency mu_st calculate the amount of the a§istance payment using retro- 
spective budgeting. T6_d&errnine M_FIP—S eligfifiy and the assistance payment 
amount, a county agen_cy must apply countable income, Escrfied in section 2561.37, 
subdivisions 3 53 lg received by members of an assistance o_r_b_y gig persons 
whose income counted f_or t11_e_assistance unifdescribed under sections 2561.21 Ed 
2561.37, subdivisions 1 and 2. 

This income must be applied to the transitional standard or family wage standard 
subject?) this section an_d sections7561 .34 to 2561.36. Incomereceived in a calendar 
month amincfi otherwiseexcluded under sectmn 2561.21, subdivision 2, mdstbe applied 
t_o the @ pf a_n assistance _ 

Subd. 2. PROSPECTIVE ELIGIBILITY. A county agency must determine 
whether theaigibility requirements that pertain to an— assistance unit, mcfcfing those in 
sections 2561.11 to 2561.15 and 2561720, will b_e~1Y1et prospectV=.Iy for the paymefi 
month. Except forfire provisioE—in section Zflfl: s1Tbdivision 1, the inc3m?test will be 
applied retrospectively. 

Subd. 3. RETROSPECTIVE ELIGIBILITY. After the first two months of 
MFIP—S elig_ibility, a county agency must continue to determir_1e_w'h—eTh57a_n assistance 
unit is prospectively_eligible for the payment month—by looking at all factcE§ other than 
in-c_orne and then determine wfilgthe assistance uniTis retrospectiyely income elifie 
by applyifg-firemonthly income test—to the incorriejfrdm the budget month. When the 
monthly income test is not satisfie(T,—t11e_as~si~stance payrnengust be suspended when—iT 
eligibility existsfoidny month or e~n—ded when ineligibility exisTs for more than one 
month. 

—— —~ _ — i— 
Subd. 4. MONTHLY INCOME TEST. A county agency must apply the monthly 

income test_fetrospectively for each month of MFIP—S eligibility. An assistance unit is 
not eligiblewhen the countafie Em equaE or exceeds the transiti—()r1a1 standard—cFtlE 
Emily wage levelfir the assistance unit. The inc_ome applied-against the monthly incofi 
test rl1ps_t include: 

(1) gross earned income from employment, prior to mandatory payroll deductions, 
volurfry payroll deductions, wage authorizations, arfi after the disregards in section 
2561.21, subdivision 3, and the allocations in section—2_56.T.—Z’:—6-,?nless the employment 
income specifical1y—e)E1dE under secticm 2561.21, subdivision

— 
(2) gross earned income from self—employment less deductions for self-employ- 

mente—xpenses in section 2561.37, subdivision 5, but pr}; to any reductons for personal 
or business stateand federal income taxes, persona_lI3‘ICA,p—e§nal health an_cfiife insur- 
Erce, and afythe disregards in section 2561.21, subdivision 3, and the allocafions in sec- 
tifl 2561.36; 

_ '" 
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(3) unearned income after deductions for allowable expenses section 2561.37, 
subdiv—ision 9, and allocations section 256.173’-6, unless th_e income Ebeen specifically 
excluded section 256J .21, subdivision 

Q gross earned income from employment g determined under clause $12 which 
received by a member of an assistance who 

a_ 
minor child o_r minor caregiver an_d 

less than a half~—time student; 

(5) child support and spousal support received o_r: anticipated t_o hf received hy ah 
assistance unit; 

(6) the income of a parent when that parent E included [he assistance Big 
(7) the income of an eligible relative and spouse who seek to be included in Q13 assis- 

tance unit;fl Q the unearned income gt a minor child included th_e assistance unit. 

Subd. WHEN TO TERMINATE ASSISTANCE. When Q assistance 
ineligible fir MFIP~S assistance £o_r_ _tw_o consecutive months, th_e county agency must 
terminate MFIP—S assistance. 

Sec. 23. [256J.34] CALCULATING PAYMENTS; SIGNIFICANT CHANGE; 
INCOME AVERAGING. 

Subdivision 1. PROSPECTIVE BUDGETING. A county agency must use pro- 
spective budgetingto calculate the assistance payment amount for the firsTwo7f1or1t_h§ 
for an applicant who has not recTived assistance in this state f<7r“a't—1_cezE)nTr>E1r—n~eE 
m—orH1 precedingftlie lt'_’1Et_r1—1~onth of payment undE a_c:~urrT1t ap'pHcHJ—r1.’_P5roF:<:iiW 
budgeting is not sul)_jectT(> overpay—ments or underpayments unless fraud is determined 

secti3n756.98. 
_ _ ‘S 

Q [hf county agency must apply Q13 income received o_r anticipated tlg 
month of MFlP—S eligibility against the need of the first month. The county agency must 
apply E income received o_r anticipated t_h_e-second month agfisttl1_e need of E set: E month. 

(_b_)_ When £13 assistance payment fig an_y_ pait o_f the first E months based c_)h 
anticipated income, th_e county agency must base tl_1e_ initial assistance payment amount 
_or1_ t_lE information available a_t fire time Q13 initial assistance payment made. 

(c) The county agency must determine the assistance payment amount 
tfl nEntTo_f MFIP—S eligibility b_y budgetifi both recurring a.n_d nonrecurring income 
fg those tfl months. ' 

(d) The county agency must budget the child support income received or anticipated 
to be received by an assistance unit to determine the assistance payment anfcnint from the 
month of application through tlgate in which MFIP—S eligibility is determined and as- 
sistancas authorized. Child su—pp—r)-rt'ir7:ome which has been budgeted to deterrn_'nTe H13 
assistance payment E initial two months is consi_d——er<E)nrecurring‘income. 
sistance must forward any payment of chic! support to the child support enforcement 
flit of the county agency following the date which assistance authorized. 

Subd. RETROSPECTIVE BUDGETING. 'I_‘h_e county agency must 1_i_s_e retro- 
spective budgeting 

_to_ calculate me monthly assistance payment amount after the Ex ment Q tl1_e E months h_as been made under subdivision 
New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut-.
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Subd. 3. ADDITIONAL USES OF RETROSPECTIVE BUDGETING. Not- 
withstandingsubdivision 1, the county agency must use retrospective budgeting to caT1c—\1— 
late the monthly assistance payment amount for the first two months under paragraphs (a) E Q - 

(a) The county agency must use retrospective budgeting to determine the amount of 
the asfisfince payment months o_f MFIP—S eligibility: 

—~ _ 
(1) when an assistance unit applies for assistance for the same month for which as- 

sistaria has b$n interrupte-d,#the interflption in eligmlfiy is less than 5% paymeTt 
month, th_e_as—si_st_ance payment Ethe precedingrnonth was issufiinfs ?ate, and the 
assistanc—epayment for the immedizfly preceding monthVas deternTin—ed_retrosp$iw; 
112: 

’ 
W‘ — 

(2) when a person applies in order to be added to an assistance unit, that assistance 
unit lfifs received assistance in this state_fo'r_ at least me‘ two precedinfinorfiis, and that 
p?ss<E1as been living with a?1(l_liastTerEn'an$Hy—EspE1sible for one or mor<:—rnE1—— 

his o_ft_h—it_Estance _t\v_o preceding months.— 
—~ _W 

(b) Except as provided in clauses (1) to (4), the county agency must use retrospec- 
tive l§11—clgeting and apply incdme received E the_bT1<—lget month by an—fiistarice unit and E financially_res‘ponsib1e household merfbywho is not n1clud_edin the assistanceinfnfi 
Eainst the appropriate transitional or family wa@fieveTstandard to_de—te_nnine the as? 
tance pzt}I—rnent t_o_ be issued _f_(_)r t_he E1ymentmonth'._— 

— —— 

(1) When a source of income ends prior to the third payment month, that income is 
not cdrisideredin calculating the assistancgpayfiargr that month. Wher1—a1 source of 
Eome ends prior to the fourthpayment month, that indorgis not considered when d; 
terrnining—§§7$?s't—an~E payment £93 £13 monthT_ 

_ — - 
membe_r leaves the household—if th_e assistance unit, th_e incomeo_f git departed house- 
hold member not budgeted retrospectively fig any _f11l_ payment month which t_h_a_t 
household member does not live with grit household and E included th_e assistance 
unit. . 

(3) When an individual is removed from an assistance unit because the individual is 
no lofier a minor child, the income of thfifid-ividual is notbluigeted retrdspectively fr; 
;2_ayment months in whichthat indivfihfi is not a mefnbefof the assistance unit, excefi 
that income of an—ineligible-Erild in the h(;lS?}l(;1d must continue to be budgeted retro- 
spfectively ag-ah1_sttl1_e chi1d’s needswhen the paren~t_or_parents offiraf child request al: 
location pf their income against a_n_y unr'net—needs p_f_ E ineligiblec_liild. 

(2) When a member of an assistance unit or a financially responsible household 

£43 When a person ceases t_o have financial responsibility £o_r one or more members 
o_f a_n assistance unit, £19 income o_f t_l3t person no_t budgeted retrospectively f_or th_e 
payment months which follow th_e month which financial responsibility ends. 

Subd. 4. SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN GROSS INCOME. The county agency 
must recalculate the assistance payment when an assistance unit exp<¥iences a signifi- 
cant change, as dEned in section 256J.08, resuming in a redu—ction in the gross income 
%ived in thepayment month from the gross incomereceived in thebifiget month. The 
county a_g-ery must issue a supplemental assistance payment_b_ased on the coiirfi 
agency ’s best esti_rnEe of the_assistance unit’s income and circumstances §?the_payment 
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month. Budget" adjustments that result from significant changes are limited to two in a 
12-month period regard1essoTthe the change. BudgeT§djustment_s E5 E3 5 
significant change in the amoT1nt_of direct sFppTrt received must not be made §e:rTh_e 
date the assistance required—t_o forward support t_o the childstipport enforcement 
Er? Egg subdivisfill paragraph 

Subd. 5. INCOME AVERAGING FOR PARTICIPANTS PAID WEEKLY OR 
For the purposes of stabilizing assistance payments, the county agency 

may average in—cFm_eTfor participzmts paid weekly Q biweekly. Montlfi income may be Eputed by adding income from all ;T3I<:hecks, dividing the sum by the number o_f—p-ay: 
checks, and~multiplying the r_<§_ultsby 4.3 if paychecks ara/@}7or_-Z 16 if payclieclrs 
are biweTly. The county_a_gency m7ay—no'tT1se income fieraging uHesTiis_c1§Wt—l1' E participan@ requested hy_ t_l§:partici~p5ai1t. —— 

Sec. 24. [256J.35] AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE PAYMENT. 
Except as provided paragraphs Q t_o Q th_e amount pf an assistance payme_n_t 

equal tp th_e difference between lg transitional standard Q th_e family wage level seg 
tion 256J.24 and countable income. 

(a) When MFIP—S eligibility exists for the month of application, the amount of the 
assistance payment for the month of appmamn must be prorated frorfthe date of 5;: 
plication or the datejot_l1er eligibility factors are meffir that app1icant:vvl—1i_c§e_v_e§ 
later. _'I_‘l£~1)rc>_vis—i?J'riapp1Ts'v"s/he>n an applicant 15s—es2_T1_ezEi-:g1_y pf MFIP—S 
ity. 

Q MFIP—S overpayments to an assistance must b_e recouped according t_o ic- 
tifl 256J .38, subdivision 

(_c2 An__ initial assistance payment must git be made to an applicant who r_1gt eligi- 
b_le_ in ty date payment made. 

Sec. 25. [256J .36] ALLOCATION FOR UNMET NEED OF OTHER HOUSE- 
HOLD MEMBERS. 

Except as prohibited in paragraphs (a) and (b), an allocation of income is allowed to 
meet the unm_et need of anTneligible spoE§eWaEne_ligib1e childnnder the age of 2i_f<§ 

a—l- 

location is allowed from the caregiver’s income_t51nTmttlFrrEEd~ofan ir1e1igib_leoi7e7<: 
eluded pason. That allocfion is allowed in an amount up_t_<)TcliTf<§:nce betwemitlfe 
MFIP—S familymwance for the assistance air when tfitgrmded or ineligible pe1‘S_O-IT 
is included in the assistance unit and the MFIIT family allowance forthe assistance unit 
@1313 the e§clTed or ine1igTlETrsE1 is not included in the assistance unit. These al- 
locatio_rE must be deducted from the caregiver’s countedeafings and E 
92I£@7L__1=1re_g:fl§£?2i"£'9L 

_"‘ "" 
Q Income o_f a minor child the assistance must n_ot E allocated to meet t_lie_ need gfa person who E a_ member o_f the assistance unit, including the chi1d’s parent, even when E parent th_e payee o_f£1e child’s income. 

Q Income o_f an assistance unit must not be allocated to meet the needs of a person EEIERT 
quirementga person_ineligible d1_1To fraud, or a relative caregiver and the caregiver? 
spouse w_h_o_ Q o_ut 9_f the assist_a_n—ce— _ _ ——— 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeuk

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 85, Art. 1 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 538 

Sec. 26. [256.I.37]» TREATMENT OF INCOME AND LUMP SUMS. 
Subdivision DEEMED INCOME FROM INELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLD 

MEMBERS. :13 income o_f ineligible household members must ti deemed after allow- 
in_g the following disregards: 

(L) tl1_e E percent of th_e excluded family member’s gross earned income; 
Q amounts t_l§ ineligible person actually E t_o individuals not living Ere same 

household E whom th_e ineligible person claims as dependents for determining federal 
personal income t_a)_r liability; 

9 child E spousal support _pai_d t_o a person who lives outside gfge household; and 
(4) an amount for the needs of other persons who live in the household but are not 

inclufii-in t_h‘ea’ssisKnEu?iFa1T1cl_21reTc31ildlE Te- 
pendents 'fbr_determining ~fT=,'d_<=,raTpT=,r-s<_)—r‘ral income tax liability._This amount is eqEiE 
the difEeréi1_ce between the MFIP—S need standard vvF=.n the exclfifii person isincluda 
Ehe assistance unit an—cl_t_he MFIP—§T_eed standard wheirg excluded persoh no_t 
‘cifiéd in the assistan_c—e_uT1E. 

Subd. 2. DEEMED INCOME AND ASSETS OF SPONSOR OF N ONCITL 
ZENS. All income and assets of a sponsor, or sponsor ’s spouse, who executed an affida- 
vit of sufifort for a rfofiitizen rfust be deemgi to be uneamed inc'o_rE of the non?itizen as 
specified in the Personal Res;w—-oTsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 
}_9_9_6_ Ed §15s_equently s_e,t o_ut federal @ T‘ — 

Subd. 3. EARNED INCOME OF WAGE, SALARY, AND CONTRACTUAL 
El\/H’LOYE~ES. The county agency must include gross earned income less any disre- 
gards in the initial—a_nd monthly income test. Gross earned income receixabfiersons 
emplofiddn a contwraaual basis must be pfiated over the period covered by the contract 
evfl when‘;-)a—yments are received 9333 a lesser period of time. 

_— 
Subd. 4. SELF—EMPLOYMENT. Self—employed individuals are those who are 

responsib1eTor their own work schedule and do not have coverage undg an empH)ye?§ 
liability insuEr1$()_rv_v5r~k?rs_’_«3ompensat—io—r1.§el—1?:er—rE1T)yed indiviEs‘g_ei1erally work 
for themselves rather than an employer. However, individuals employed in some types of 
services may be self—employed even if they have an employer or work art of another’s 
business lbgrtion. For example, real-e§ta~te#sa—lEpc$ple, individFals whdwrrrk for com- 
mission sales, man_u—facturer’s refiesentativgind independent contrfiors may—b—e self- 
employed. Self—employed individuals may 0@ not ‘have FICA deducte_d_gp_rn the 
check issued to them by an employer 9faEother party—. 

_—_ _— — 
Self—employed individuals may own a business singularly or in partnership. Indi- 

viduals operating more than one§,1_f—T1pl_oyment business ma3fi1s_e the loss fromhtfie 
business to offset self—emTplo—3I7fient income from another ’buflTess—.AT()—ss—f'roma—s¢K 
employmgnt business mg not offset income_ear_ned under subdivisi_6rE_ 

—_ — _— 
Subd. SELF—EMPLOYMENT EARNINGS. lh_e county agency must deter- 

mine self—employment income according t_o tlg following: 

(L) Subtract allowable business.expenses from total gross receipts. Allowable busi- E expenses include: 
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Q interest o_n mortgages E loans; 
(2) employee wages, except for persons who are part o_f th_e assistance or whose 

income deemed tg tl1_e_ participant; 

Q FICA funds paid on employees’ wages, payment of employee workers’ com- 
pensation, and reemployment insurance; 

(_4Q livestock _a_n_d_ veterinary g breeding fees; 
(_52 raw material; 

(_62 s_ee(_l and fertilizer; 

Q2 maintenance E ribs th_at a_re, n_ot iitall expenditures; 
Q_3_)_ tax retifl preparationE 
(_9) license fees, professional fees, franchise fees, and professional dues; 

Q9) tools an_d supplies tl_i_a_t a_r<s n_o:‘. capital expenditures; Q f_uel and transportation expenses other than fuel costs covered b_y tli_e fit rat_e 
transportation deduction; 

L12 advertising costs; 

(_1_§_)_ 
meals eaten when required t_o_ b_e away from the local work silz; 

£119 property expenses such as rent, insurance, taxes, and utilities; 

(£52 postage; 

(L6) purchase §o_st of inventory a_t time o_f sale; 

Q2 leg from another self—employment business; 
£1132 attorney fe_es allowed b_y 33 Internal Revenue Service;@ 
(19) tuition for classes necessary to maintain or improve job skills or required by law 

t_o maintain j_o_b status g salary as allowed b_y th_e Internal Revenue Service. 
(b) T_he_> county agency shall rfl allow a deduction f_or _t_l_l§ following expenses: 
(1) purchases of capital assets; 

Q payments Q the principals o_f loans fo_r capital assets; 
Q depreciation; 
E2 amortization; 
(_52 tl1_e_ wholesale costs of items purchased, processed, pr manufactured which ar_e 

unsold inventory; 

(@ transportation costs E exceed th_e maximum standard mileage % allowed fo_r 
u_se g a personal gar the Internal Revenue Code; 

(_’7_) costs, _ar1_y amount, Q mileage between E applicant’s g partieipant’s home Ed place o_f employment; 
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Q2 salaries afld other employment deductions made Q members g E assistance 
Eng Q persons who EYE th_e household f_o£ whom a_n employer legally responsible; 

g9_) monthly expenses excess pf S_B7_1 g each roomer; 
(ll) monthly expenses excess pi‘ the Thrifty Food Plan amount {gr 9_n_e person §>_r 

each boarder. IE purposes _o_f clause apd clause (11), “Thrifty Food Plan” _h_z§ th_e 
meaning given Code gt Federal Regulations; 

(_112 monthly expenses excess o_f th_e roomer rfi plus th_e Thrifty Food Plan 
amount E org person £o_r_ each roomer—boarder. there more than one boarder gr 
roomer—boarder, use the total number of boarders as the unit size t_o determine the Thrifty 
Food Plan amount; 

(12) a_n amount greater than actual expenses E fig percent o_f th_e estimated market 
value 93 a county E assessment form, whichever greater, _a_s_ a deduction {cg upkeep 
and repair against rental income; 

(_1_3_) expenses gt allowed 13 tile Internal Revenue Code; 
(14) expenses in excess of Q percent of gross receipts for in—home child care unless 

3 higher amount E b_e documented; Ed 
(ll) expenses mat fie reimbursed under t_he child mid adult E food program its 

authorized under me National School Lunch éc_t, United States Code, title 
Subd. SELF—EMPLOYMENT BUDGET PERIOD. E self—employment 

budget period begins E month pf application E th_e month pf se1f—employ- 
ment. Gross receipts must If budgeted tlg month received. Expenses must be budg- 
eted against gross receipts in the month the expenses are paid, except for paragraphs (a) to 
(£1 

(a) The purchase cost of inventory items, including materials which are processed or 
manufactured, must Q deducted § a_n expense a_t _tlLe time payment received _fgr the 
sale of the inventory items. 

Q Q 12-month rolling average based 9 clauses £1_) to Q2 must be used t_o budget 
monthly income. 

(1) For a business in operation for at least 12 months, the county agency shall use the 
average monthly self—-employment income from the most current income tax report for 
the 12 months before the month of applicatic)_rr.—'fI_‘l1e_coE agency shall dete—n—nine a new 
morfirly average by adding in the_actual self—employment income Expenses froirfie 
previous month an_d dropping th_e month from me averaging period. 

(2) For a business in operation for less than 12 months, the county agency shall com- 
pute fife average for the number of months the business has been in operation to deter- 
Eeamonthly avaatg-5. When dafia are availa—b1e for 12 or?1-ogmonths, average_ month- 
ly self—employment income d7et_ermined under clause 

(_32 l1_’tl1_e business undergoes a major change, th_e county agency shall compute 3 
new rolling average beginning with the month gfire major change. 12 t_h_e purpose 
p_f clause, major change means a change tl1_at affects the nature End scale gt the busi- 
ness Sag r_1_cg merely th_e result _of normal business flucfiations. 
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(c) For seasonal self—emp1oyment, the caregiver may choose whether t_o E actual 
inconfi inT1e month of receipt and exper1s—es in the moritlrincurred or the rolling average 
method Ffcdmputaticfr. The cho—ic‘e must be n3‘aEé” once per year at E E2 of application 
or recertification. For the purpose of this paragraph, seasonal means working six 9rles_s 
months pg _3Er_. 

_- _ — 1 — 
Subd. 7. FARM INCOME. Farm income is the difference between gross receipts 

and o1TeEirTg expenses. The county agency mu_stTot allow a deduction for expenses 
(b). Gross rec<§f)ts—in5lT1d3sales, rents, Sl_l_l.'—)_Si(TSE 

conservation paymerfis, production_dErived from livestock, and income him home--[HT 
duced £c_)o_ci. 

Subd. 8. RENTAL INCOME. The county agency must treat income from rental 
property as earned or unearned incomafncome from rental profirty is unearned income 
unless the_assistanE unit spends an average ofTeFhours per week on maintenance or 
manage_nTent of the p%rty. Whe'rTthe ownefspends morcfiran ten Haurs per week on 
maintenance Ffrepairs, the earnin,<gTare considered se1f—?1plb_y~ment eaTnings. A11 
amount mustbedeductedfmupkeep an<i—r<:pairs, as specified in subdivision 5, paragrfi 
(b), clause (12), real estate taxes, insurance, utilities, and interest on principa—1 payments. men the afixnfor participant lives on the rental prfiierty, expen_ses for upkeep, taxes, 
insurance, utilities, and interest must be divided by the number of rooms to determine 
expense per room anfixpenses d—e—du‘cte_d must be Edu—cted only fcfth_e number of rooms 
rented. 

Subd. 9. UNEARN ED INCOME. (a) The county agency must apply unearned in- 
comc:,'—mcl‘uding housing subsidies as in paragraph (b), to the tran?i31filTmdard. Whfi 
determining the amount of uneamedhrcome, the county—z?gency must deduct the costs 
necessary to ‘same payments of unearned incofi. These costs include legal fecg medi- 
c_al §ee_s2 £71 mandatory deductions sgg as federal a_nd % income Q“. 1": 

(b) Effective July 1, 1998, the county agency shall count $100 of the value of public 
and assisted rentalsdbsflies provided through the lfiartment of Hoiisfig and Ur—ban De- 
velopment (HUD) as unearned income. The full amount of the subsidy must be counted 
a_s unearned income-when th_e subsidy @._s_—£r1_1 $100.M—_ 

--—_—_ 
Subd. 10. TREATMENT OF LUMP SUMS. (a) The county agency must treat 

lump—sum payments as earned or unearned income? tlTlump—sum paymTm_is'iT 
cluded in the categorfif income’-identified in subdivisi5f1_9, it must be treated £13; 
earned Ecmre. A lump—§um is counted as inE>me in the mdnth receive—d and budgeted 
either prospectiv~e‘ly or refspiactively depending 03$? budget cycle at tgime of re- 
ceipt. When an indivfiual receives a lump—sum p:§n1_ent, that 1uH's‘uE1HusT)ecc>m7 
bined with alfither earned and unearned income received irfiz same bWget month, and 
i_t must_b€ap_p1ied accordinfiparagraphs (a) to (c). A lumpfin may not be carried ova; 
into subsequent months. Any funds that reffain in the third month afterthemonth 51$ 
cefiat ac counted t_h_e fit limit. _~ _—~_ —_—— “- 

(b) For a lump sum received by an applicant during the first two months, prospective 
budgeting used t_o determine th_e payment and tl1_e_ lump sum must E combined \_v_i_tl_1 
other earned or unearned income received a_nd budgeted that prospective month. 

((3) _I_«‘g z_1 lump si received by a participant after tl1_e t\_2v_g months o_f MFIP_—S 
eligibility, tlg lump E must E combined with other income received E budget 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout-

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 85, Art. 1 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 542 

month, apd E combined amount must b_e applied retrospectively against t_lE applicable 
payment month. 

(d) When a lump sum, combined with other income under paragraphs (b) and (c), is 
less th—ar1 the trzfi1sitionaT§tandard for t@pplicable payment month, the as§ta_nEe_pay- 
1-f<§1t_r1-1usThe reduced according to~the_ainount of the countable income.—When the cofib 
able income is greater than the transitional standard or the family wage standard_, the as- 
sistance payment _nr_1§t—b_?sii§pended for the paymerfrwfnth. 

—— 
Sec. 27. [256J .38] CORRECTION OF OVERPAYMENTS AND UNDERPAY- 

MENTS. 
Subdivision 1. SCOPE OF OVERPAYMENT. When a participant or former par- 

ticipant receives an overpayment due to agency, client, or A'I‘l\"/‘I error, or dueto assistaT1E 
received while an appeal is pending and the participant or former participant is deter- 
mined ineligible—for assistance or for lc§ass_i_stance than was received, the countfagency 
1l1u_st recoup p_r recover th_e overpayment under E conditions pf section. 

Subd. 2. NOTICE OF OVERPAYMENT. When a county agency discovers that a 
participant Fr former participant has received an overpayment for one or more months‘, 
the county agency must notify theparticipant or_former participa?1toW1e7)We_r1§yment in 
writing. A notice o—f'5x7erpayment must specify the reason for the overpayment, the au- 
thority £6; citing tfia overpayment, the time perifiin whiclTt—heB-verpayment occTrr?d, 
the amount of the—(;/erpayment, ancFhe_p§ticipant§or formgparticipanfs right to ap- 
$11. No limfi Tplies to the perio<i_in—u/hich the county agency is required tcfioufch 
E)?/e—r-§_6verpaymentT<:ording E subdivisions E an_d _ _ _ 

Subd. 3. RECOVERING OVERPAYMENTS FROM FORMER PARTICI- 
PANTS. A county agency must initiate efforts to recover overpayments paid to a former 
participan_t. Adults and minor caregivers of an assistance unit at the time ahdverpayment 
occurs, whether receiving assistance or not,_are jointly angindividually Hable for repay- 
ment of the overpayment. The county agency must request repayment from the former 
particEan—ts. When an agree_ment for repayment is not completed within s§fnoht_l1s of the 
date of discovery or when there is a default on an agreement for repayment after six 
1—r1~o'nth-s, the countyagency must initiate recoveryconsistent with—r:hapter 270A—,WseE 
tion 541.75. When a personh_z1s‘been convicted of fraud und€rTection 256.98, re$v7y fit be sought regardless ofTheTn1?)mt of overpayment. When an overpayment is less 
than 55, and is not the re—si1FT)f a fraud—conviction under sectiTn 256.98, the 51316 
a-ge_t1c:~y—i1_11E—no_t Tel<_recovery_un?.ler this subdivision. The county agency fit retain 
information about a_1l overpayments regardless o_f the al.'_lTO-1-Int. When E adult g minor 
caregiver reapplies _fo_r assistance, Ere overpayment must If recouped under subdivision 
4. 

Subd. 4. RECOUPING OVERPAYMENT S FROM PARTICIPANTS. Apartic- 
ipant may Wfluntarily repay, in part or in full, an overpayment even if assistan-ce is re- 
dfidurfier this subdivision,unTiTth?totaKmEnt of the overpaynfefi is repaid. Wha 
an overpaymherfoccurs due toTu1cfiHe—cT)unty agency—rnust recover teifpercent of the 
finsitional standard or the-an—1ount of E3 monthly w—hichever i§ié§s“. 

When a nonfraud overpayment occurs, the county agency must recover three percent of 
Q3 transitional standard g th_e amount ELTE monthly assistance payment, whicheverT_s 
less. 
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Subd. 5. RECOVERING AUTOMATIC TELLER MACHINE ERRORS. For 
recipients re~ceiving benefits via electronic benefit transfer, t_lE overpayment a res—ul_t 
of an ATM dispensing funds in error to the recipient, the agency may recover the ATM 
e_rr§ lfinmediately the recipient’s elecTr§1ic benefi-t-tfansfer 
accoufi, up to the amount of the _eEo_r. 

E.“— 
Subd. 6. SCOPE OF UN DERPAYMENTS. A county agency must issue a correc- 

tive paymerfi for underpayments made to a participant or to a person vfi would be a par~ 
Hcipant if anfiency or client error cfis-ing the underpayhment had-Fit occurred: ‘TF6 
county agency must issue fie ctfiective payri-Tit according to smiivision 

‘- 
Subd. 7. IDENTIFYING THE UNDERPAYMENT. E underpayment Qty be 

identified fig county agency, lg a participant, by a former participant, or by a_ person 
w_l1o would l3 a participant except fo_r agency gr client error. 

Subd. 8. ISSUING CORRECTIVE PAYMENTS. A county agency must correct ' 

an underpayment within seven calendar days after the undeTpayment has bee'r1—i<i_e1it;_i_f?l, 
by adding the corrective payment amount to tl1§nB-nthly assistance payment of the par- 
Eipant orbyissuing a separate payment t3a_participant or former participanE—o'rTiy_re: 
ducing am Jisting overpayment balance._When an undefiayment occurs in a 1§1}7rne—r1_t 
month a_nd is not identified until the next paymentmonth or later, the county—agency must 
first subtract tl1'<->‘underpayn§=.'rit‘f'r~()_m any overpayment baTance before issuing the correc- 
Wepaymentfihe county agencyfdust not apply an underpayment in a current payment 
Enth against_aT1_overpayment balanceTVhen an_underpayment inthe current payment 
month is identfied, the corrective payment must be issued withinséven calendar days 
after the underpaymfi is identified. 1 _ 1 1 

Subd. 9. APPEALS. A participant may appeal an underpayment, an overpayment, 
and a reduction in an assistance payment 1Ee to recdrip the overpaymerf under subdivi- 
sion 4. The participant’s appeal of each issue must be timely under section 256.045. 
Wlfifafipeal based on the noti7: Eed under_§1_bd_ivision 2 is not timely, t1Efi<Tm 
the amo_unt of thafiavegrpziyfiant must not be considered as a part (T1’a—later appeafir7:luEl'— E E appealo_fE reduction a_n_ assistance payment t_o_recoup that overpayment. 

Sec. 28. [256J.39] PAYMENT PROVISIONS; VENDOR PAYMENTS. 
Subdivision PAYMENT POLICY. j_h__e following policies apply t_o monthly a_s- 

sistance payments and corrective payments: 

Q2 Grant payments may IE issued tlfi form Sn? warrants immediately redeemable 
‘E cash, electronic benefits transfer, o_r by direct deposit ii th_e recipient’s account a 
financial institution. 

Q _'I;h_e commissioner shall mail assistance payment checks t_o the address where a 
caregiver lives unless E county agency approves ar_1 alternate arrangement. 

(3) The commissioner shall mail monthly assistance payment checks within time to 
allowfifi service de1ivery—t6_‘o?:c1i—1' no later than the first day of each month. M—5K1T1E 
assistance payment checks must be datedmgfi Etl1_<;15r‘1tF—'I-‘he comm@oE 
shall issue electronic benefits transfer payrrEnt—s-so ITIEE <§re_g_ivers hav§cess to the pa—}r- 
ments no later than the first of the month. 
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0:) E commissioner shall issue replacement checks promptly, but E later tlfl 
seven calendar days after th_e provisions o_f sections 16A.46; 256.01, subdivision an_d 
471.415 have been m_(:t; 

Subd. PROTECTIVE AND VENDOR PAYMENTS. Alternatives 9 paying 
assistance directly to a participant m_21y b_e used when: 

(_12 _a county agency determines E a vendor payment tlfi most efiective way to 
resolve E emergency situation pertaining t_o basic needs; 
Q a caregiver makes a written request to the county agency asking that part g a_ll p_f 

the assistance payment be issued by protective g vendor payments fcn shelter and utility 
service only. The caregiver may withdraw request writing at ar1_y time; 

(3:_) a caregiver _ha_s exhibited a_ continuing pattern pf mismanaging funds § deter- 
mined b_y Q13 county agency; 

(4_) t_l_1e_ vendor payment is part of a sanction under section 25 63' .46, subdivision E 
£5_) fire vendor payment required under section 2561.24 pr 256143. 

The director of a county agency must approve a proposal for protective or vendor 
paymen—tfor mone'y_riiismanagement. Eng the time a protectiveor vendor pa_yment is 
being made, the county agency must provide s—er_v§:e_s(iesigned to afieviate the causes (Tr 
EeTnismanag—ement. 

—— _ 
- 

— - 
'I_'l1e continuing need Q Ed method o_f payment must lg documented and reviewed 

every 12 months. E director o_f a county agency must approve th_e continuation o_f pro- 
tective pr vendor payments. 

When it appears that the need for protective or vendor payments will continue or is 
likely to coflinue bey6'n—d_t75 y3aFsEcause the county agency’s effortslgve not resulted 
in sufficiently improved use of assistance on behalf of the minor child, judicial appoint- 
ment g a_1 l_egag guardian—9r_other ligg 1re—1)resentaE/ejflst be sought by E county 
agency. 

Subd. 3. CHOOSING PAYEES FOR PROTECTIVE OR VENDOR PAY- 
MENTS. A?ounty agency shall consult with a caregiver regarding the selection of the 
form of payment, the se1ecti5rio—f a protectixfiayee, and the distributionof the assist_arE 
payment to meet the various costs incurred by the assistance unit. When choosing a go: 
tective payee, the county agency shall notif~y~tH=._caregiver ofeiiconsultation date.lf the 
caregiver fails to—respond to the COW agency’—srequest for consultation by th%ect% 
date on th;1oti—ce, the cofinfagency must choose a protective payee f6r_tlT1t payment 
Efrtfafisubsequer-it payment rnonthsnntil the caregiver responds to-th—eTg‘ency’s re- 
quest f()r—consultation. The county agenc3Es'tnotify the caregiver ofTl1e—right to appe—al 
the dehermination that a protective or vendor payment should be ma_de—orco_rFiE1ed and 
tdappeal the select-ifi cf the payee._If a county agency is not afi to find_ another profic- 
tive payec=,,—a county age_nc-yustaff member may serve as a prote3We—pa—y?e. The following 
persons may not serve as protective payees: a member of the county boafdof commis- 
sioners; Tecou—nt}I‘_fgerEy staff member determining finanitfil eligibility forfiie family; 
special investigative or resofice staff; the staff member handling accoufinghr fiscal 
processes related t2 tl1_? participant; Q a landlord, grocer, or other vendor dealingdirectly 
with E participant. 
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Subd. 4. DISCONTINUING PROTECTIVE OR VENDOR PAYMENTS. é 
county agefiy shall discontinue protective or vendor payments in two years g in the 
month followinfia county agency’s failure—to grant sbhmonthjfival t_o a money 
management planT_whichever occurs first. At_1east once every 12 months, 5 county 
agency shall WWW the performance omraecfw fieEng7nder subdi?/BE 
clause (3)70 determi—n_e whether a new payee should be selected. When a participant complafi flout the performance—o%)rotective payee,~a review flail occur withinQ 
calendar day_s. 

— — _ 

Sec. 29. [256J .395] VENDOR PAYMENT OF RENT AND UTILITIES. 
(a) Effective July 1, 1997, when a county is required to provide assistance to a recipi- 

en_t vendor form fg rerrt fi utilities under chapter _2§6_, 256D, 256], o_r 256K, g 
of utilities for a given family may be assumed to be: 

(_12 the average g th_e actual monthly _eo_st o_f utilities E that family E th_e pgg 1_2 
months a_t th_e family ’s current residence, applicable; 

_(g)_ the monthly p_1@ amount, g set b_y fire local utilities E that family at Que 
family’s current residence; o_r 

(3) the estimated monthly utility costs for the dwelling in which the family currently 
residE— E“ — 
Q E purposes o_f section, “utility” means any of the following: municipal wa- 

te_r an_d sewer service; electric, is, or heating fu_e,l service; or wood, E th_e l_1_e_ating 
source. 

Q In any instance where a vendor payment for rent is directed to a landlord not le- 
gally enfie—dTo the payment, the county social seWi5<§agency shalIimmediately_iHsTi: 
tute proceedin—g—s_t-o_collect thea—rnount of the vendored rent paymgfi-t-,‘which shall be con- 
Efered a d_el3t unger sectio_n_270A.03,_su_b_division 

1 1“:- 
Sec. 30. [256J .396] SUPPORT FROM PARENTS OF MINOR CAREGIVJERS 

LIVING APART. 
Subdivision 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS. A minor caregiver and the minor ’s de- 

pendent child livirTg outside of the home of the adufi parent must meet the criteria in sec- 
tion 25 6J . 14, to be eligible 5r3§sistanc?fiThe MFIP—S program. A~parent whcTlivTs 
oTside the homeof a minoraiild who is ar1_un—emancipated minor caTegiver of_an—aissis- 
tance un~i—t‘isfE1c—ially resp6I1‘s—i—l§1§<)1"E1Eminor caregiver unless the parent—isa_recipi- 
ent ofpiibli: assistance, SSI, MSA, 1Fe_dTc7l assistance, general assist—ance, or general as- 
si—fiance medical E aifi court order d_c_)e_s n_ot otherwise provide a suppofi obligatimf. 

Subd. AMOUNT OF SUPPORT PAYMENT. TIE amount o_f support t2 b_e paid 
by a parent, except a parent specified subdivision g must _b_e determined according t_o 
paragraphs gal to 

Q A minor caregiver must provide information required Q th_e county agency to 
identify the whereabouts of th_e minor caregiver’s absent parent E parents. 

_@ A county agency must notify an absent parent of the parent’s legal responsibility 
to supportg minor caregiver Ed shall request that tlfi absent parent provide the follow- 1% 
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(1) the amount of the parent’s earned and unearned income for the previous tax year; 

Q) th_e amount o_f the parent’s earned and unearned income fcg the current month; 

(3) the number and names of dependents who are claimed or could be claimed by t_h_e 
parent o_n federal income ta_x forms; 

(:4) EL ;=m_°u1t 93 $1 gfical 215 me In fi1_= mgr 
£52 “J @111‘ °_f gm HIE CL“ I1=1i_d H Eh: £a£9n_t: 
@ the costs E utilities a_n_d repairs t_o me home which E E131 byfl1_e paienti and 
(7_) tlg amount of annual educational costs f£r_ family members _p_aid lg th_e Eagg 
(c) When a parent of a minor caregiver does not provide the information requested 

underparagraph (b), the_c5unty agency musfrefifthe matter tB_the county attorney. As- 
sistance to the mi1Fr Ea—regiver must not l3ed—erK<aT,del_ayed, red_uEd, or ended becauseof E la_<:l_<§f—<5operation g gig minor caregiver’s parent. _ 

Q When E information requested under paragraph Q3) received b_y a county 
agency, th_e county agency must compare ’th_e parent’s income against th_e scale s_et forth 
below using th_e conditions an_d procedures specified paragraph £e)_. 

Size of Family Federal Poverty Guideline W“ 
as 9,288 
12,432 
15,576 
18,720 
21,864 

Ull-l>|b)][\.)[)—\ 

13% each additional family member a_dd $3,144. 

(_e)_ _T_h_e parent’s income th_e parent’s gross earned income pfi unearned income, 
determined lg _tli_e methods section 2561.21. E determine family size, each person 
claimed or who could be claimed by a parent as a dependent on federal income tax forms, 
exclusive of the minor caregiver, must be included. A deduction from income must be - 

allowed for—tlie_amount that medicaljediicational, andhousing costsTgether exfid 36 
percent o_f_tlfi)arent’s irfome. When the amount (Ti-ncome, after the allowable dedu—c_— 
tion, excfiefithe annual income level iiiparagraphfcl), a parenmliafie to pay one—third 
o—ftlie excess f_oT the annual support ofthe minor cafiix/_er. Thesepaymentsfiust be paid 
Ho—n'thly to fl1_ETnEor caregiver E to_g1§:ounty agency E behalf of fie min%re—g%rT 

(f) A county agency must notify the parents of the minor caregiver that they are li- 
able fo_r the amount of suppfiort-detennirgi by the ccnirfi agency as specified—in'—pEaE1r)—h 
@"When the supprfi payment is received by the minor caregiv—er, it must be treated as 
u_rEarned irfome of the assistance unit. Wl16—I1tTe support payment—is_ri()Tr<§eived, 0% 
lesser amount reaeiv_ed m1_y pay_nTnt montlffhe county agency @“r_efe_r tmg mafier 
t_o t_h_e county attorney. 

Subd. 3. REVIEWS. A county agency must review financial responsibility every 
12 months until minor careghzers reach the age—ofT8 or are otherwise emancipated. When 
a parent reports a change in circumstances, the county agency must review the required 
amount o_f paym_ent withing calendar day?

— 
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Subd. 4. PARENTS UNDER COURT ORDER FOR SUPPORT. A parent who is 
required under an existing court order issued under some other authority state or_f:_ecler3 
al law to pay child support for a minor caregiver is subject to the conditions of that order in 
lieu of the requirements and contribution levels subdivision 

Sec. 31. [256J .40] FAIR HEARINGS. 
Caregivers receiving a notice of intent to sanction or a notice of adverse action that 

includes a sanction, reduction in benefits, sdspension 5f_b—enefits,denial of benefitsfi 
termination of benefits may reirest a fair hearing. A request for a fair hearing must 1% 
submitted in_writing to Rcounty ag<F:y or to the_commissiZ>n€rHl must begrfrailed 
within 30 days after aparticipant or former firfieipant receives vsTtterT)ti_ce—o?E 
agency’bs‘a<_:'tH1E/it_hin 90 days when a participant or former participant showsgood 
cause for not submitting th?r<:7q11—est within 30 days. Afiirmer participant who receives a 
notice_o_fEerse action E to an overpaym—c§1t may appeal the adverse acfi according 
t_q tlf requirements t_lii:~secti—on. Issues that fi7b_e appeT:dg 

(_1) th_e amount o_f th_e assistance payment; 

(2) a suspension, reduction, denial, ortermination of assistance; 

Q me basis fo_r gr overpayment, fire calculated amount 9_f E overpayment, ar1dm_e 
level o_f recoupment; 

Q t:h_e eligibility E a_n assistance payment; gig 
(5) the use of protective pr vendor payments under section 2561.39, subdivision 5 

clausE§_1_) t_o 

A county agency must not reduce, suspend, or terminate payment when an ag- 
grieved participant requests aiair hearing prior to the—effective date of the adversea(3ti<)—n 
or within ten days of the mailingof the noti3<3—<§?adVerse action,W<§eWr is later, 51-13% 
the partici_parit_r_e-q_11_e§ts—in writingrfit to recege continued assistance pencfing a hearing 
d§:ision. Assistance issued pendirTg~aTair hearing is subject to recovery under section 
2561.38 when as a result of the fair heariifidecision die participant is determined ineligi- 
ble for assistana:_orTar361—1n_tEthe assistance received. A county agency may increase 
or reduce an assistance payment “file an appeal is pending when the circtimstances of 
the particip_ant change and are not relatefio the issue on appeal. The_c_ommissioner’s 0? 
d—e1' is binding on a counTy'a§EI.‘No addifiarl notice—is requireclt7)' enforce the comm? 
§—oner’s order. 

—
1 

A county agency shall reimburse appellants for reasonable and necessary expenses 
of attE1dance at the hea?i1T,'g, such as child care andt‘ransportatiorEsts and for the trans- 
pcrtation expens§ of the appe~1Hn7sWi‘tr‘15s?:s-Hi representatives_t3armrEn—tl1-e hear- 
ing. Reasonable and_ne—c_essary expenses do notfilude legal fees. F‘_2{i~r_lTéz£s‘1n‘1isE 
mjnducted at a re'a_s5nab1e time and date Wan‘ impartial refer§e7eTn_p—lFyed by theTpart7 
ment. The h—earing may be cojmluctefi Heffhone or at a site that is readilyfiaceessible to perso@ disab—iliT:s_.' _ ————— — _ 

The appellant may introduce new or additional evidence relevant to the issues on 
appeafikecommencfims of the appT|ls_referee and decisions of the com1—nis§ioner mifi 
be based on evidence in thefiieaiing record and arenot lirnitedfifi-review of the county 
agency ac_ti-on. 

_—~ —_————_—__j__‘——_‘ 
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Sec. 32. [256J .42] 60—MONTH TINIE LIMIT.- 
Subdivision 1. TIME LIMIT. (a) An assistance unit in which any adult caregiver 

has received 60 months of cash assist-anc'e_funded in ME ET in part I;y—tlET_ANF block 
gTant, MFIPQS: AFDC, o—rE1_nily general assistance, funded_i.rTvvTc)_le_()r—iT1 part by state 
appropriations, is ineligible to receive M.FIP—S. Any cash assfitance funded—wi_th—TA-NF‘ 
dollars, or MFIP:S assistancefunded in whole or_ifi)a—rWy state appropriatio%at was 
receivecfiy the unit on or after the date TANF was implemented, including any assistance 
received in states of prior residence, counts toward the 60-month limitation. The 
60-month_l_imit appfis to a minor who is the head of a ho1Ts_ehold or who is married tofiie 
head of a household. The 60-month tifi period dpes not need to be consecutive months fis provision t_o zfply. — j _- 

(b) Months before July 1998 in which individuals receive assistance as part of an 
MFII’,—l\IIFIP—R, or MFlP7)TMFIP—Rcomparison group family under sectiorE2T60§1E 
256.0361 55 sections 256.047 t_o 256.048 are E included tlg 60-month fig limit. 

Subd. ASSISTANCE FROM ANOTHER STATE. E individual whose needs 
have been otherwise provided Q another state, whole E par_t by g1eTANF block 
grant during a month, ineligible to receive MF]P—S fg th_e month. 

Subd. 3. ADULTS LIVING ON AN INDIAN RESERVATION. III determining 
the number_of months for which an adult has received assistance unde_r~MFIP-S, the 
c—<)11nty agenc_y must disfigard any month dufiffg which the adult lived on an Indian resert 
vation durinjffi month: 

— “- 
Q a_t least 1,000 individuals wereyliving o_n tlf reservation; Ed 
Q at least 5_0 percent Q fie adults living o_n th_e reservation were unemployed. 
Subd. 4. VICTHVIS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. Any cash assistance received 

by an assistance unit in a month when a caregiver is comply_'1ngwi'tl'1 a safety plan under 
.’t_lTeT/lFIP——S emp_l—o_yn§=.r_1t and training_component7loes not courIt—t3ward the _60:month 
Eitation Q assistance. 7- —T— — 

Subd. EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN FAMILIES. @A_fl c_a_sl_1 assistance re: 
ceived by an assistance unit does not count toward the 60-month limit on assistance dur- 
ing a month in which the:1)2trentaE1regiver t_h:—category in sectioF256J .5 6, c151Ts‘é 

@211: exemption appfies for the period of time the caregiver Felongs to one of tfi cate- 
gories specified subdivision. 

_@_ E cash assistance received Q a caregiver L110 complying with th_e require- 
ments o_f sections 256J .14 an_d 256J .54, applicable, does not count towards th_e 
60-month limit on assistance. 

Sec. 33. [256J.43] INTERSTATE PAYMENT STANDARDS. 
(a) Effective July 1, 1997, the amount of assistance paid to an eligible family in 

which—all membersfaveresided in— this state fo_r fewer than Ecalerfiar months immedi: 
ately pngceding the fttalof applicati—61TshalI be-the lesscTof either the payment standard 
Edwould haveEenTec?ived by the fafi fr—or;the stat§)f immed—Tate prior residence, 
Fhe amouT1t—c_al—cIfited in accofdafie with ATD_C_oT MFIP—S standardsfi lesser pay- 
ment mist continue the family meets t_l_1e_ 12-month requirement. Payment _rI£st_.b_e 
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calculated by applying this state’s budgeting policies, @ _th_e_ unit’s r_re_t income must be 
deducted from the payme—r1t; standard in the other state or in this state, whichever lye}; 
Payment in vendor fon_11Er_rent_5Il<i_l1miEes,—1‘1;$he limit o_f the firm 
amount, zmTlr'esi_dual~a“rn_6unts, if 21V,slWlEpa1_'_§ directly EE §§§i§fifce 

(b) During the first 12 months a family resides in this state, the number of months 
that afimily is eEgil3l‘e_to?=.ceive AFDC or MFIP—S Eanefits is lirnfied to the mimber of 
m—m1ths the fa—r_nily wouldhave been eligilfi to receive similarbenefits @st_a_te ff mediate_i>r residence. 

jj _ 
(_c2 policy applies whether g E E family received similar benefits while r_e: 

siding th_e % o_f previous residence. 
(d) When a family moves to this state from another state where the family has ex- 

haust? that stafe’s time limit fo17r‘<:—c‘c?i‘vi1i:gl3$afits under tlTstate’s TKNF progra_rE The 
family w_illhot be elfiale to receive any AFDC or MFIPjbenefits in state for 12 
months"r?6_m“g§‘ 51333 th_e fa_mi1y movfifl “ ”‘ “‘ “ '“ 

(e) l7_o_r the purposes o_f section, “state o_f immediate prior residence” means: 

_(_12 th_e state which th_e applicant declares fie applicant spent th_e most time in tl1_e Q days prior t_o moving to state; or 

Q gig state which E applicant who a migrant worker maintains z_1 home. 

(3 Ihe commissioner shall annually verify £1 update all other states’ payment 
standards gs th_ey a_r<=. to be eflect £1.ll:y_(;')_f_‘_t2§lC_h year. 

§g_) Applicants must provide verification of their state o_f immediate prior residence, 
i_n_ the form o_f ta_x statements, a driver ’s license, automobile registration, int receipts, or other forms 9f verification approved by th_e commissioner. 

(h) Migrant workers, as defined in section 2561.08, and their immediate families are 
exemptfrom this section, provided themigrant worker provides verification that the mi: 
grant famfivvdrked in this state within the last 12 months and earned at leasT1,_0_(l0—iH 
_g_£c§s wages during Et_ir—_11e—t_liE migranW<3rl§=.r—vvorked stajte. 

— ~_— _—_ _" 
Sec. 34. [256J .44] INITIAL SCREENING OF MFIP—S APPLICANT. 
Subdivision SCREENING. E county agency, or at county option, the county’s 

employment 
_an_d_ 

training service provider as defined in section 256J .49, must sc:reen 
each applicant t_o determine immediate needsfld to de_t—ermine E applicant may be eligibleE 

(1) another program tg not partially funded through the federal temporary assis- 
tanceE needy families block grzfi under title I of Public Law—Number 104—193, includ- 
ing theexpedited issuance of food stampsmfder sectionT56J .28, subdivision 1. If the 
apIJliTa1nt may be eligible forarfitlfer program, a county caseworker must providcTtlE 51; 
propriate Ferral t_o gig pfiram; _ 

_(_2_2 th_e diversionary assistance program under section 2561.47; E 
_(_3_) me emergency assistance program under section 256J .48. 
The applicant is required to attend the screening. If the applicant is not diverted from 

applying Q MFIP~—S under clauses Q t_o (3_), and fie applicant meets tfi MFIP—S ek 
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gibility requirements, then an orientation under section 25 6J .45 and an initial assessment 
under section 256J.52 must lg completed; 95 the case o_f caregivers who ar_e under me E o_f 2% a plan under section 256J .54 must lg completed. 

Subd. 2. SUPPORT SERVICES TO ATTEND SCREENING AND ORIENTA- 
TION. Upon a caregiver’s request, the county agency must arrange for transportation 
and child carebr reimburse caregiversior transportationE child care—expenses neces- 
£55; to en$E c_aregivers to attend the irTi§al screening und—e?this sectidn and orientation 
Ede}-section 256] .51 if saieduleddria day other than when tl1_e—c:—aregivern1—akes applica- 
tion f9_r assistance. 

Sec. 35. [256J.45] ORIENTATION. 
Subdivision 1 . COUNTY AGENCY TO PROVIDE ORIENTATION. A county 

agency must provhie each MFIP—S caregiver with a face—to—face orientation. The care- 
giver must attend the Ertation. The county age} must inform the caregiverfiit fail- 
ure to attend the oi'Entation is corgered a first occurrence of non—c3mpliance vvTtl'i E6 
Eflfiequirerfints, Ed flfisult gig i]T1[?Siti0I1 gt a sanction under section75-SJTIIF. 

Subd. GENERAL INFORMATION. The MFIP—S orientation must consist pfa 
presentation @ informs caregivers o_f: 
Q t_h_e necessity t_o obtain immediate employment; 
(_22 th_e work incentives under MFIP$; 
(3_) t_h_e requirement tg comply with me employment plan Ed other requirements 9_f 

th_e employment a_nd training services component o_f MFIP—S; 

Q fie consequences §o_r failing t_o comply with th_e employment plfl an_d other3 
gram requirements; 

(5_) t_lE rights, responsibilities, and obligations o_f participants; 

£6_) t_l1e_ types z_m_d locations pf child c_ar§ services available through Ere county 
agency; 

(_7)_ t_h_e availability fl the benefits of the early childhood health and developmental 
screening under sections 123.701 t_o 123.74; 

Q the caregiver’s eligibility fg transition year child egg assistance under section 
119B.05; 

(9) the caregiver’s eligibility for extended medical assistance when the caregiver 
. loseseligifility £9; MFIP—S d_u_e t_o Fcreased earnings g increased child g_spousal §ll_p-_ 
port;E 

(10) th_e caregiver’s option t_o choose a_n employment an_d training provider gig 
formation about each provider, including but n_ot limited ti), services offered, program 
components, j_ob placement rates, j_(£ placement wages, ad jo_b retention rates. 

Sec. 36. [256J.46] SANCTIONS. 
Subdivision SANCTIONS FOR PARTICIPANTS NOT COMPLYING 

WITH PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS. (1) A participant w_l1o fiig without good 
cause to comply t_l§ requirements p_f chapter, and lhg no_t subject to sanction 
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under subdivision 2, shall be subject to a sanction as provided in this subdivision. Asanc- 
tion under this subdivision becomeseffective tendays after the required notice i_s_given. 
Ffipurposesbf this subdivision, each month tl_1—fi_a'1TrEanTfail_s t_o comply with aE 
Elirement of tliisciapter shall befisidered a separate occurrence of noncompliance. A 
participant?/l_1_cfi1as had o-n—e__ormore sanctions imposed must remain in compliance with 

six months in order for a subsequentoccurrence ofE compliance to'l7e$nsidereda—fi_r_s_t occurrerTce.
— 

Q Sanctions E noncompliance shall E imposed a_s follows: 9 E the occurrence g noncompliance, t_h_e participant’s grant shall b_e _r_e_— 
duced te,_n percent o_f gig applicable transitional standard. [lie reduction fie grant amount must be in effect for a minimum of one month, and shall be removed in the month 
following the month git th_e participantretums to compliance. 

(2) For a second or subsequent occurrence of noncompliance, the participant’s rent 
shallbe Veiiclor paid 15 to the amount of the MFIP—S grant for whi_cl1 the participanTs 
Qtaiice unit is~el7gibl'eT’AWounty option,—the participant’s ufiities mayalso be vendor 
paid up to thTarnount of the“MFI1’—S grant refitining after vendor pa}Irn:er1t_<-)ftlE;—>§1rtYi: 
pant’s rent. The vendor payment of rent and, if in effect, utilities, must be in effect for six 
monthfioin-the date that a sancti—<)_n'i?‘i1n-po_s§l—under this clause.—T'he_rEi$1firiici171t*<f 
the granfiifterfiandor payment, if any, must be reducefiz an amountequal to 30 percent 
5f_the applicable transitional sta—ndard before the residtial Epaid to the particfiant. The 
redfition in the grant amount must be in effectfir a minim1TmWone_n?)nth, and shrill? 
removed ir-i—the“rrE1t—l1 fo11owin—g—t-lTer—n5r_1ththattlieparticipantfifrfi to com13lT1'n'<:e."'l'lE 
vendor payment of rent and, if applicable, utilities, shall be removed six months after the 
month which Ee”parE(fi2E1t returns t_o compliance? 

_ _ _"* 
Q No later than during 212 second month that a sanction under paragraph (b), clause Q effect, die participant’s cz§e _fi1_e must E reviewed to determine 
£i_) th_e continued noncompliance E211 be explained gl mitigated by providing a needed preemployment activity, as defined in section 25 6J .49, subdivisionlijl clause 
(ii) th_e participant qualifies :r"o_r a good cause exception under 256J .57; or 

th_e participant qualifies _fo_r an exemption under 256J .56. 
If the lack of an identified activity can explain the noncompliance, the county must 

workTv—itl_1tEparti_cipant to provide thcafientified aaivity, and the county must re§toT 
the pa'rt:iTpa—11t’s grant amount to the fm amount for which tlrejafiistance unit is eligible. 
The grant must be—r?sl;ored retr3ac—tiv?)7 to the first_day of tl?e_month in whiTthe partici- 
fin} was found to lack preemployment a5NTm7>?5§i1fify for an_exempti6fcEo_(>_d 
caEe—_exception._ 

Z w _ — _ - 
If the participant is found to qualify for a good cause exception or an exemption, the 

county Eist restore th€partici1:Ent’s granttothe full amount for whichth_e assistance unit 
i_s eligible. I_ftl1_e participant’s grant is restored under this paragraph, thevendor paymeT1t 
o_f rent and if applicable, utilities, sh_all be removed six_months afterbtfie month i—n_W1iE 
the_s_au1cEn_was imposed and the (E6/“must consiaer a subse(1Tnt—o'5currenc?of71Ei—~ 
c_o_mpliance to—be a first os2T1rr§1ce. 

—_ _ 
’ 

—~‘ 
Subd. _1i TRAN SITIONAL RULE; SAN CTION S FOR AFDC, FAMILY GA, 

STRIDE, ACCESS, MFIR OR MFIP—-R RECIPIENTS. §_o_r purposes o_f detenninir1_g 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by str-ikeeut~.

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 85, Art. 1 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 552 

a sanction under subdivision 1, for the first occurrence of noncompliance with a provi- 
sion of this chapter or with s<§:tiTr12—56':fi1, if enacted,_a recipient of assisfemce under EC family general 2§istance, STRIDE, ACCESS, MFIP, or MFIP_—R who was under 
a sanction in the month immediately preceding the receipt of assistance under MFIP—S 
shall be sub_jeFt~to sanction as provided in subdivision 1, pgagraph (b), clause (1). The 
rauctibn in grarf amount must be in effect for a minimum of one month. For a sec_&1do_r 
subsequentoccurrence of noncofiffliance, Eiesanction shall be as providT(iin subdivi_- 

§o_n L paragraph Q clause '— __ _ — _ 
Subd. 2. SAN CTION S FOR REFUSAL T0 COOPERATE WITH SUPPORT 

REQUIREMENTS. The grant of an MFIP—S caregiver who refuses to cooperate, as de- 
termined by the child sTport enforcement agency, with support requirements undersec- 
tion 256.741, if enacted, shall be subject to sanction as specified in this subdivision. —'ITe 
as—sdstance uniFs grant m1me_r_educed 1525 percent_of the app1i5aTe transitional stTn: 
dard. The residual amou——nt—of_the grant, if-aTy, must be_pEl to the caregiver. A sanction 
underfifi-s subdivision beco—me3s—effectiveter1—d2Fs—afTu'tlEi'<§11TiTed notice is given. The 
sancti<§1—must be in effect for a minimum ()_f_c)r1<::rn<)—ritlT, Ed shall be removgl only wha 
fie caregi~v§<:_<5—operates fie support requirements.——_-— 

:—_ 
Subd. % DUAL SAN CTIONS. gal Notwithstanding E provisions o_f subdivi- 

sions 1 arm 2, for a participant subject to a sanction for refusal t_o comply with child sup- 
port requiremen_ts_under subdivision, subject fig concurrent sanction for refusal to 
cooperate with other program requirements under subdivision 1, sanctions shall 13 

' 

posed Q13 manner prescribed subdivision. 

A participant who has had one or more sanctions imposed under this subdivision 
mustremain in comfingwiththfpfivisions of this chapter for six montfiin order for a 
subsequent occurrence of noncompliance to be considered a first occurrence. Any ven- 
dor payment of rent or utilities under this subdivision must rern~ai_n_in effect for sifrnofhs 
after the month which the participant is no longer subject to sanction under subdivision 
1. 

_(b_) I_f t_h_e participant v_va_s subject t_o sanction f_o_ri 

Q noncompliance under subdivision 1 before being subject to sanction for non- 
cooperation under subdivision pr 

(_iQ noncooperation under subdivision g before being subject t_o sanction for non- 
compliance under subdivision 

the participant shall be sanctioned § provided ir1 subdivision 1, paragraph (b), clause (2), E t_h_e requirement E the county conduct a review § specified subdivision £ para- 
graph Q remains effect. 

(1) A participant who becomes subject t_o sanction under both subdivisions 1 
an_d 2 the same month subject to sanction § follows: ' 

Q th_e month pf noncompliance afl noncooperation, fie participant's grant 
must E reduced b_y gé percent o_f tlg applicable transitional standard, with gry residual 
amount paid t2 th_e participant; 

gi_i) in the second and subsequent months of noncompliance and noncooperation, the 
participant shall 15 sanctioned as provided subdivision 1, paragraph (b'), clause 
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The requirement that th_e county conduct a review a_s specified subdivision L 
paragraph 

gc_)_, 
remains effect. 

CL) A participant remains subject to sanction under subdivision 2 rig participant: 

(i) returns to compliance and is no longer subject t_o sanction under subdivision o_r 

(ii) has the sanction under subdivision 1, paragraph Q removed upon completion 
o_f th_e review under subdivision ll paragraph 

A participant remains subject tg sanction under subdivision _1_, paragraph Q); fire 
participant cooperates § 3 longer subject to sanction under subdivision 

Sec. 37. [256J .47] DIVERSIONARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 
Subdivision ELIGIBILITY. A family eligible t2 receive diversionary assis- 

tance once every gg months 

\ (_12 a family member h_as_ resided state fo_r a_t least §Q days; 
(2) the caregiver provides verification that the caregiver has either experienced an 

unexp<§:t_ed occurrence that makes it imposEeTo retain or J3-tain employment or tfi 
caregiver has a temporaryT<)ss of income, which is_not due 5 refusing to accept or 
nating suitable‘ employmerE Eafined in seotion75_6_J.EvWthout goodcause un—d€1§e3 
tion 256J .57, resulting g emergency: 

(_32 the caregiver is a_t o_f MFIP—S eligibility diversionary assistance E pro_— vided ag household income below fig percent o_ftl1e federal poverty guidelines; all Q th_e diversionary assistance resolve me emergency @ divert [IE family from applying g)_r MFIP—S. 

Eur purposes _o_f section, diversionary assistance means a one—time lump--sum payment t_o E individual _or third-party vendor t_o prevent long~term receipt of public 
assistance. 

Subd. COUNTY AGENCY DUTIES. County agencies shall: 
(_1_2 thoroughly explain t_o the caregiver Q13 consequences _of receiving diversionary 

assistance, specifically t_h_e_ resulting period o_f ineligibility under subdivision fl gar other assistance programs; aid 
9 determine eligibility _@ diversionary assistance within file working days of the receipt o_ftl_1e verification th_at_ substantiates eligibility or ineligibility. Verification means 

client declaration E the East determination o_f the county agency. 
Subd. 3. MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE. The maximum amount of 

diversionarfassistance that may be provided to a family is eqT1 to the amount of ti? 
MFIP—S transitional starmjrcflj th_e same famil_y—size and Fompositfofior four mo_nthE 
The assistance provided under‘tl3i§]7r5g'r'a_m must bTln:1s?d on the immed'i§<er1T:<EoIt_l1e 
Ia—mi1y. Counties must strive toprovide the n1(Tc~ost—effecTtiv—e_§olution to the one——_tine 
emergency. Diversio—nary assistance is n'a:Eeffective if the family’s-arficipated in- 
come added to the diversion paymentVvimio~t-b_e sufficientToc—over the family ’s immefi 
ate needs forfirreperiod of ine1igibilit3$rId~eTs_1Ibdivision 4,_beginniEwith the month of 
a—p_plication:ofinother emergency can reasonably be antiapated witl1in_tlYep—<=.riod ofin_- 
eligibility. 

“ “ ‘ ‘ ‘‘ 
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Subd. 4. INELIGIBILITY FOR MFIP—S; EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE; 
AND EMERGENCY GENERAL ASSISTANCE. Upon receipt of diversionary assis- 
tance, the family is ineligible for MFIP—S, emergency assistance, and emergency general 
assistance for a period of tin1e.—To determine the period of ineligibility, the county shall 
use the follaviiig f0rIn11—l.'«1: regardless of houselTold changes, the county agency mustca: 
c—uTate the number of days of ineligibility by dividing the diversionary assistance issu—ed 
by thefansitionalstariia-rd—a family of tlie_same size—ar-1d composition would have re- 
c—ei\7ed under MFIP—S, multiplied by 36, truncating—tl1efiff1lt. The ineligibility peTodb; 
_g£1§ E13 E tl'1_e diversionary assfiafie is issued. _'_ — 

Subd. 5. DIVERSIONARY ASSISTANCE GRANT; FUNDING. The commis- 
sioner shalldistribute diversionary assistance grants t_o counties. LE commissioner may 
_u_se federal block grant funding 9_r state funding for the grants. 

Sec. 38. [256J .48] EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE (EA). 
Subdivision EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. County human sci 

vice agencies shall grant emergency financial assistance to any needy pregnant woman or 
needy family a child under tlfi a_g_e o_f _%1_ 1h_o g firs within months prior t_o_ 

‘ 
application living with _a_n_ eligible caregiver relative specified section 256J .08. 

Except for ongoing special diets, emergency assistance is available to a family dur- 
ing one 30—d_ayperiod in a consecutive 12-month period. A county shall i?s1_1e assistar_1E 
ft§r1<e—eds that accrue before that 30-day period only when it is necessary to resolve emer- 
gencies a$_ii1g or continuing-during the 30-day period of eligibility. When emergency 
needs continue, ?county may issue assistance for up to 30_days beyond the initial 30-day 
period o_f eligibility, Ext §rT_r when assistance authogzedduring g1_e~fitial period. 

Subd. ELIGIBILITY. Notwithstanding other eligibility provisions of chap- 

ter, any family without resources immediately available to meet emergency needs identi- 
fied in subdivision 3 shall be eligible E an emergency grant under me following condi- 

(_1_) a family member has resided state fo_r at least 3_0 days; 

Q the family is without resources immediately available t_o meet emergency needs; 
(_3l assistance necessary t_o avoid destitution gr provide emergency shelterE 

rangements;fl 
Q) the fami1y’s destitution E need fg shelter or utilities E arise because me 

child _o_r relative caregiver refused without good cause under section 256157 t9 accept 
employment E training EL employment state g another state. 

Subd. EMERGENCY NEEDS. Emergency needs are limited to the following: 
(a) RENT. A county agency may deny assistance to prevent eviction from rented or 

leasedshelter of§n otherwise eligib-lgapplicant when the county agency determines that 
an app1icant’s aiifizipated income will not cover continfied payment for shelter, subjectto 
conditions in clauses (L) Q 

_- 

(1) a county agency must not deny assistance when an applicant can document that 
the aflicant is unable to 1ocateTabitable shelter, unless tlEcounty age}-1c—y can docum—en_t E 9113 Q more habitable shelters ge available the community E rgsu_lt a_t 
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least a 20 percent reduction in monthly expense E shelter E ga_t shelter willE 
cost—efEctive Q th_e applicant; 

(2) when no alternative shelter can be identified b_y either th_e applicant E the county 
agency: the county agency shall Lotdefiy assistance because anticipated income E 
cover refil obligation; and 

(3) when cost—effective alternative shelter identified, t_h_e county agency E afistance Q moving expenses a_s provided paragraph 

(b) DEFINITIONS. For purposes of paragraph (a), the following definitions apply 
(1) “metropolitan statisticzfirea” is as cgfined by thevS“.‘Census Bureau; (2) “altema— We shelter” includes any shelter $2? is 1ocated_vvitliin—the metropolitan st21t—isti<:—al7r—ea 
cbritainiiig the county 7am—dfor whicht_he— applicant is eligilT,, provided the applicant (E 
not have to tr—avel moretlfanio milesTo reach the shelter and has accessto transportafion 

in the 1'\7I?1n?a_po1is—SFPau1metrcfl 
itzm statisticalE 

(1) MORTGAGE AND CONTRACT FOR DEED ARREARAGES. A c_ounty 
agency shall issue assistance for mortgage E contract for deed arrearages on behalf of an 
otherwise eligible applicant according t_o clauses Q t_o 

(_1_) assistance fgg arrearages must Q issued only when 3 home owned, occupied, 
an_d maintained by th_e applicant; 

(_2_) assistance for arrearages must be issued only when 1_19 subsequent foreclosure 
action expected within £12 1% months following th_e issuance; 

(3) assistance for arrearages must be issued only when an applicant has been refused 
refinancing through a bank or other lending institution and the amount payable, when 
combined with any p?1yments_made by the applicant, will? accepted by the creditoffi 

arrearage; 
_ — _— — — — 1“_ 

(4) costs paid by a family which are counted toward the payment requirements in 
this cTaf1s<::m>:;)Tnciple and interest pfiments on mortgagesor contracts for deed, bal: 
17)?)-n paymeTt-S‘, homeow—ri?s insurance payments, manufactned home lorrental fir: Es, and tax or special assessment payments related to the homestead. Cgts Wl'l.lCl1t:l? 
p_(_)_t counted include closing costs related t_o th_e % 95-p—u—rchase 9_freLa1 property. ‘_ 

To be eligible for assistance for costs specified in clause (4) which are outstanding at 
the tifis of foreclosure, an applicmit must have paid at least 40 percent of the family? 
gT)s?incFme toward the§> costs in tl§on—tl_1—ofTap7p1—icatE1—af1d the 11:fnEth period 
immediately preceding gig month_o_f_a_pplicatioE 

_— — 
‘ 

_—__ 

When an applicant eligible under clause (ii a county agency shall issue assis- 
tance u_p t_o_ 3 maximum gf four times gig MFIP—S transitional standard E a comparable 
assistance unit. 

(d) DAMAGE OR UTILITY DEPOSITS. A county agency shall issue assistance 
for damage or utility deposits when necessary to_alleviate the emagency. The county fly require Fiat assistance paid in the form of adamage deposit or a utility dtfinsit, less 
a_n?amount -retained by theT1ndl—of<fio remaiy a tenant’s defanlt_iri payment of rent} 
o—tlier funds d1_1_et_o tl;el_an-@)rd under {rental agreement, o_r t_o restoTe th_e premises toE 
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condition at the commencement of the tenancy, ordinary wear and tear excepted, be re- 
turned to th—ea)—unty when the individifil vacates the premi§es—orWpaid-to the recipEn—t§ 
new landlord as a vendor p73/ment. The vendor payment of ret11Tn$f11"n_<i_s_shall not be 
c_o_n_sidered a IE“? use of emergency—as—§istance. 

— : —— ‘- 
_(_e2 MOVING EXPENSES". A county agency shall issue assistance £o_r expenses 

incurred when a family must move t_o a different shelter according t_o clauses (_1)_ t_o 

_(1_) moving expenses include t:h_e cost to transport personal property belonging t_o _a 
family, th_e c_os_t for utility connection, g t_h_e cost f_or securing different shelter; 

Q_) moving expenses must be paid only when fire county agency determines Exit 3 
move cost—eflective; 

Q2 moving expenses must be paid at th_e request of an applicant, ‘pit only when des- 
titution E threatened destitution exists; an_d 

0:) moving expenses must E paid when a county agency denies assistance t_o pre- 
vent an eviction because the county agency has determined that an applicant’s anticipated 
income nit cover continued shelter obligation paragraph £a_); 

Q2 HOME REPAIRS. A county agency shall pay for repairs to the roof, foundation, 
wiring, heating system, chimney, a_nd water 2_li)_(_l_ sewer system of a home iZ_l1_Zii owned 
mi E9 9 1; 92 311I£i9m_t- E applicant shall document, a_n_d Q3 county agency shall verify fie need Eg and 
method o_f repair. 

The payment must be cost—effective in relation to the overall condition of die home 
and iHr_e1ation to the cogand availability_o_f altemati\Ie—l1ousing. 

(g) UTILITY COSTS. Assistance for utility costs must be made when an otherwise 
eligiliefamily has had a termination or is threatened with a termination of municipal wa- 
ter and sewer service, electric, gas or heating fuel serViE, or lacks wood when that isfie 
heaTITg source, subject t_o fie Efidfiions CFISCS (L) an_'d— 

—__—_ 

g1_) a county agency must nit issue assistance unless t_h_e county agency receives 
confirmation from the utility provider that assistance combined with payment by th_e 2_1p_- 
plicant continue E restore me utility; id

' 

(_2) a county agency shall £1_(E issue assistance for utility costs unless a family gig a_t 
least eight percent pf E family’s gross income toward utility costs du_e during EE 
ceding 1% months. 

Clauses (1) and (2) must not be construed to prevent the issuance o_f assistance when 
a_ county agency must take immediate an_d temporary action necessary t_o protect t_h_e l_if_e 
or health of a child. 

(h) SPECIAL DIETS. A county shall pay for special diets or dietary items. The 
needf—()r‘ special diets or dietafii items mugbepfescribed by 5-lTe1i§ed physician. Cfis‘ 
for_s-;w—cial diets—sE1ll_be detennined as percentages of tHe_a_llotment for a one—person 
Eusehold uThrW€TEmy Food P153 as defined by_th7e:_United States_D_epartment of 
Agriculture. The Srpes of diets and thcfiierflcentages <Fth—eTI‘hrifty Food Plan that are cov: 
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(1) high protein diet, at least §Q grams daily, § percent o_f Thrifty Food Plan; 
(2) controlled protein diet, 40 to 60 grams and requires special products, 100 percent 

o_f Thrifty Food Plan; 

Q2 controlled p_r<)tiir1 E lfi tlfl £9 grams aid requires special products, 1_2§ 
BEEEEEE 9f E Fil 3215 

gt) lo_w cholesterol diefi 2:: pe_rc£n_t o_f fla_n_; 

£5) E ESE .22 2EL°°_n* if Elflz E999 E315 
_(_6_2 pregnancy §n_d lactation I_*l§ percent of Thrifty Food Plan; Q gluten—free die_t, _25_ percent o_f Thrifty Food Plan; 
@ lactose—free get, 2_5 int o_f _FL)d 

£92 ant1'Td"mPi“8 it; E £9£°_*“:EE °_f E EILI PIA‘; 
Q92 hypoglycemic d_i_e_t, E percent pf Thrifty Food Plan; 3 
Q1_) ketogenic § percent of Thrifty Food Plan. 
Subd. VENDOR PAYMENTS FOR SHELTER OR UTILITY COSTS.Q ongoing MFIP—S grant may, at county board option, If fie form o_f vendor paymer_1t_s 

application E emergency assistance _fo_r shelter Q utility costs. 
Sec. 39. [256J.49] EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERVICES; DEFINI- 

TIONS. 
Subdivision L SCOPE. E tennis E451 £:tio_ns t_o Lave th_e 

S_ul_>_d. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. “Domestic violence’’ means: 
(_12 phyiml its mat result, g threaten t_o result physical injury t_o an individual; 

(22 ESE %=é 
Q2 sexual activity involving a minor child; 

caregiver o_fz_1 mil t_o gage nonconsensual grrual 
a_ct§ or activities; 

@ threats o_f, 3 attempts a_t, physical gr sexual abuse; @ 9_en_tal 21%3 
(_7)_ neglect or deprivation o_f medical ire. 
Subd. E EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERVICES. “Employment mid 

training services” means programs, activities an_d services gig aj designed t_o assist E5 
ticipants obtaining arm retaining employment. 

Subd. EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERVICE PROVIDER. “Em- 
ployment ag training service provider” means: 

(_1)_ a_ public, private, or nonprofit employment illg training agency certified by th_e commissioner of economic security under sections 268.0122, subdivision §, 
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268.871, subdivision 1, or is approved under section 256J.51 and included th_e 

county @ submitted under section 256J .50, subdivision 
(_2_) a_ 

public, private, E nonprofit agency tha_t n_ot certified b_y ’th_e commissioner 
under clause £1), t_)1_1t with which a county has contracted to provide employment an_d 
training services ad which included county’s plan submitted under section 
256J .50, subdivision p_r 

(_32 a county agency, if the county hasopted to provide employment and training ser- 
vices and E county has indicated tg E the pig submitted under section 256J .50, 
subdivision - 

Notwithstanding section 268. 871, a_n -employmentarg training services provider 
meeting definition may deliver employment a_n_(_i training services under chapter. 

Subd. 5. EMPLOYMENT PLAN. “Employment plan” ‘means a plan developed 
by the job counselor and the participant which identifies the participant’s-nTo-s_t direct path 
to unsubsidized employment, lists the specific steps that the caregiver will take on that 
path, irg includes a timetab1ef_oE§§ completion o_f @—s_tE£ 

__ : —1 
Subd. FEDERAL PARTICIPATION STANDARDS. “Federal participation 

standards” means t_h_e work participation standards as specified title I 9_f Public Lag 
No. 104—1'93, th_e Personal Responsibility a_n_d Work Opportunity Reconciliation Ag gt 
T956. 

Subd. INTENSIVE ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE PROGRAM. 
“Intensive English a_s a second language program” means a_n English a_s a second lai 
guage program fig offers at least 29 hours o_f class per week. 

Subd. JOB COUNSELOR. “Job counselor” means _a gait person employed by 
g under contract me employment and training services provider E delivers ser: 
vices § specified sections 2561.50 t_o 2561.55. 

Subd. 9. PARTICIPANT. “Participant” means a recipient of MFIP—S assistance 
who participates Q required t_o participate employment E Eaining services. 

Subd. PROVIDER. “Provider” means an employment all training service 
provider. 

Subd. 11. SAFETY PLAN. “Safety plan” means a plan developed by a victim of 
domestic violence or a person continuing to be at risk of cE>Estic violence with the assis: 
tance of a public agency or a private non—prBfit— agency, including agencies that receive 
designatibn by the department of corrections to provide emergency she1ter—se_rvices or 
support serviEes—1Tnder section 6_11A.32. A safety plan shall not include a provision that 
automatically requires a domestic violence victm7§sflT :1-r_1—or_cl<:r of piotection, o_?E 
attend counseling, § @ of gig safety plan. 

Subd. SUITABLE EMPLOYMENT. “Suitable employment” means employ- 
ment that: 

Q within me participant’s physical a_nd_ mental abilities; 

Q pays hourly gross wages pf n_o_t less than me applicable state g federal minimum 
wage; 
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Q meets health _ar1_d safety standards s_et IE federal, state and county agencies_; fl1_d_ 
(4) complies with federal, state, and local antidiscrimination laws. 

Subd. 13. WORK ACTIVITY. “Work activity” means any activity in a partici- 
pant’s apprcw—ed employment plan that is tied to the participantfimploymeift -goal. For 
purposes of the MFIP—S programranyaaivfil Ezat—is> included in a participant’s Kfifixam 
employment plan meets the definition of work activity as coun_te_d under the federal par- 
ticipation starfuds. Workactivity incl_udes, but is notlimited to: 

*- 
9 unsubsidized employment; 
(2) subsidized private sector or public sector employment, including grant diversion 

a_s specified section 256J .69; 

(22 work experience, including CWEP a_s specified section 2561.67, E includ- 
in_g work associated with fire refurbishing of publicly assisted housing sufficient E sector employment not available; 

_(4_) on—the—job training g specified section 2561 .66; 

§_) job search, either supervised or unsupervised; 

(6) job readiness assistance; 

Q) E clubs, including jg search workshops; 
Q2 jo_b placement; 

Q jo_b development; 
(_1£) job—re1ated counseling; 

Q12 job coaching; Q J'°_b £EPE£‘“fl 
(1_3) job—specific training o_r education ; 

@1532 skills training directly related t_o employment; 
(_1_52 me self—emp1oyment investment demonstration (SEID), as specified in section 

25 61.65 ; 
_~ 

(16) preemployment activities, based on availability and resources, such as volun- 
teer vflc, literacy programs and related aciivities, citizen§h—ip and Englishasasecond 
Hfguage classes, or participahtion in dislocated worker serviceafhemical (Ependency 
treatment, mental health services, peer group networks, displaced homemaker programs, 
.strength~based resiliency training, parenting education, or other programs designed to 
help families reach their employment goals and enhance thrir ability to care for their chiT 
dren; 

(17) community service programs; 

(_1§ vocational educational training or educational programs that can reasonablyE expected t_o lead t_o employment, a_s limited by th_e provisions o_f section 256J.53; 
(1_9)_ apprenticeships; 
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(.2_O)_ satisfactory attendance general educational development diploma classes or 
Q adult diploma program; 

(21) satisfactory attendance at secondary school, if the participant has not received a 

big school diploma;
' 

(32_) adult basic education classes; 

§_2_3_) internships; @ bilingual employment and training services; 
Q5_) providing child E services t_g :1 participant E working a community 

service program; _3£1£l 

(36_)_ activities included in a safety plan that is developed under section 256J .52, sub- 
division ~ 

Sec. 40. [256J.50] COUNTY DUTIES. 
Subdivision 1. EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERVICES COM- 

PONENT OF MFTP-S. (a) By January 1, 1998, each county must develop and imple- 
ment an employment and?ai_n—i‘ng service_scompo_r—17ent of MFIlT—_S_which is cEs—igned to 
put participants on the-most direct path to unsubsidized employment. Pa_r1icipation 5 
E56 services is rfiirfiatory for all MF_fi—S_ caregivers, unless the caregiver is exempt uh‘- 
gg section 256156. 

‘ 
"" 

(b) A county may provide employment and training services to MFIP—S caregivers 
who {:3 eirempt frc—)r—n—the employment and training services component but volunteer for 
@er_vices. 

— —- —_ 

Subd. 2. PILOT PROGRAMS. In counties selected for the work first or work fo- 
cused pilot programs, first~time applicfits for assistance mnstineet the re7q_uFements—o_f 
those jfirams in place of the requirements—5f_the MFIP—S program. A_county may, at it_s 
option, discontinue a wtfk or work program.

_ 
Subd. 3. TRANSITIONAL RULE; MFIP OR MFIP—R PARTICIPANT. A 

caregiver WFO was enrolled in MFIP or MF[P—R on the date the county implements tile 
employme_rEarTd_t_raining services component of MlTl7—S'a—nd—was making satisfactory 
progress toward the objectives specified in the_c_aregiver’s$pl—Fy-ment plan, may con- 
tinue with the ex_ist—ing employment planE)fi1_p to two years with the approvaT5fz1—jcE 
wTn—sa(E The job counselor may reH1ii—re?hE,<g?s—t?)-the:pl‘21r—1’—m_o—rd_<ar to be con—sisteE 

Subd. 3a. TRANSITIONAL RULE; STRIDE, ACCESS. (a) A county agency 
that is not aparticipant in the MFIP or MFIP——R field trials under-secfions 256.031 to 
f5.(_)3fisl_1all not enroll_a r—ecipient irfo project STEDE or ACCESS after the date that 
MFIP—S i_si—-mplehiented Ere counf 

-' j —’ __ __ 
(_l_)l A caregiver who: 
(i) was enrolled project STRIDE or ACCESS continuously since March 5 1997; 
Q no_t 3 pa__rt o_f E MFIP pr MFIP—R comparison group; an_d 

who is making satisfactory progress toward the objectives specified in the care- 
giver ’s employment plan, may, with me approval of 212132 counselor, continue with gig 
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existing employment plan Q up t_o tvfl years after E caregiver enrolled MFIP—S. 
For purposes of the federal participation standards, gig activities gig caregiver’s __e_rr£ 
pfyment plan—ar7e-work activities, as that term is defined in section 2561.49, subdivision 1_:$."‘""—'—_“T_”“—" T 

(c) Notwithstanding contrary provisions o_f section 256736, E employability p1_an 
of a czTregiver who enrolled project STRIDE E‘ ACCESS Q gr after J_u1y _1_, 1_92L must meet tl1_e‘r?=,7q—f1irements 9_f section 256J .53. 

Subd. 4. SERVICE PROVIDING AGENCIES. Unless the provisions o_f subdivi- 
sion 8 apply? a county must select at least two employment and training service providers. 
A county may o_pt tp provide services o_n _o_vvn a_s o_ne o_f these providers. 

Subd. 5. PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS FOR SINGLE-PARENT AN D‘-T—W_03ARENT CASES. A county must establish a uniform schedule for requir- 
ing participation by single parentsTMandat'5E/Tiarticipatioh must be requiredfithin six 
Hinths of eligibifity for cash assistance. For two—parent cas3s,—pa?ticipation is requiffi 
concurrent rfifiarif MFIP—S @_ assistance. ‘ T 

Subd. EXPLANATORY MATERIALS REQUIRED. The county must: 9 explain to applicants and recipients and provide explanatory materials regarding 
the relationship between t_he 60-month limit gr assistance funded TANF <_io_1— 
lars and the receipt of various benefits, including @ assistance, food stamps, medical 
assistance, and childcare assistance; and 

9 provide assistance to applicants and recipients 9 enable them t_o minimize the 
u_se_ pf their _6_g allowable months g TANF—funded assistance. 

Subd. LOCAL SERVICE UNIT PLAN. Each local 95 county service sl_1a_ll 
prepare @ submit 3 pg as specified section 268.88. 

Subd. 8. COUNTY DUTY TO ENSURE EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING CHOICES_FOR PARTICIPANTS. Each county, or group of counties working coop- 
eratively, shall make available to participants the chdice of atEast two employment and 
training providers as defined under sTtion 256_l=1_9,—s1ibKIision 4, exceptifi 
counties utilizing workforce_centers that use multiple employment and trainfig service?, 
offer multiple services options under?5olW>orative effort and can djiment that partici- 
pants have choice among employment and training services designed to meet specialized 
needs. 

Subd. 9. EXCEPTION; FINANCIAL HARDSHJP. Notwithstanding subdivi- 
sion 8, a couiity that explains in the plan required under subdivision 7 that the provision o_f 
alternative employment and training service providers would result in financial hardship 
for the county is not requiijd to make available more than one emplgyment and training 
p_r6\fier. 

——~ _ :'_"_?_”—_'— 
Sec. 41. [256J .5 1] EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERVICE PROVIDER; ALTERNATE APPROVAL PROCESS. 
Subdivision PROVIDER APPLICATION. Q employment and training gr; 

flc_e_ provider that is _n_q included a county’s plan under section 256J.50, subdivision 
because tl1_e county _ha_s demonstrated financial hardship under subdivision 2 o_ftl1_at see; 
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tion, may appeal exclusion to the commissioner of economic security under this sec- 
tion. 

Subd. 2. APPEAL; ALTERNATE APPROVAL. (a) An employment and training 
service proxdder that is not included by a county agency ir1_tlie—}3lan under sectio—rf256J .5 0, 
subdivision 7, and that meets the criteria in paragraph (b), may appeal its exclusion to the 
commissionerpofif-eedr-iomic sgurity, and_ may reques§t$ative appieval by the FOE 
missioner 9_f egnomic security to prtfiigervices fire county. 

— -_ 
(b) An employment and training services provider that is requesting alternative ap- 

provza-17nu—st demonstrate t3t_he commissioner that the pro_v?ier meets the standards spec? 
fied in section 268.871, subdivision 1, paragraph (b), except that the provider ’s past ex- 
fi=,.rit§1_ce may be in services and prog_rams similar—to_those spgfiain section 2-6-87871-, 
subdivisiEr1_,paExgraph 

_ _ 

Subd. 3. COMMISSIONER’S REVIEW. (21) The commissioner must act on a re- 
quest for alternative approval under this section v_vitlE30 days of the re'?ei_pfif71er_e-_ 
quest.—Ii*Tafter reviewing the provider’—srequest, and the—eouTy’s_plan submitted_un<E 
section‘-25—6.l—.50, subdivisfi 7, the commissioner—d_eter—mines that tfirovider meets the 
criteria under subdivision 2, paragraph (b), and that approvalT)'f_tl_1e—provider would n—ot 
cause financial hardship toThe county, the—c()Frit_y'n_1ust submit 21?=.v—ised plan under sub—d: 
vision 3 E includes fire approved provider. 

(b) If -the commissioner determines that the approval of the provider would cause 
financ—i2:1l_ha_relship to the county, the co1E£i§si_oner must Fofify the provider and the 
county of this determine-tion. The ahernate approval pr—o—c_ess undefiiis section §1—a_ll_b-e 
closed f(7o—tFe-r requests for alte—rn-ate approval to provide employmerf and trainfigse? 
vices irfihe county for up?) 12 months from thegdate that the commissioner makes adei —— —~ —_- -— — _—— _— 

Subd. 4. REVISED PLAN REQUIRED. The commissioner of economic security 
must notify_the county agency when the commissToner grants an a1Ernative approval to 
anTmp1oymer1_t and training service previder under subdivisiE 2. Upon receipt of HE 
Etice, the countyTtgency must submit a revised plan under section— 256J .50, subdivision 
7, that ir1—cludes the appro\Tlprovider._The cou_rFhas 90 days from the receipt of the 
ee1E£issioner’sn—otice t_o submit th_e rexfid plan. 

__ — _— 1 _- _— 
Subd. 5. REVIEW NOT REQUIRED. Notwithstanding subdivision 3, once a 

county meets the requirements of section 25 6J .50, subdivision 8, the commissio—ner_r-Ea): 
but is not required to, act on a request by an employment and trafing services profider E afiterhative app1r<)_\IJ-'m_tli_?1t county._ _ -— 

Sec. 42. [256J.515] OVERVIEW OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SER- 
VICES. 

During the first meeting with participants, job counselors must ensure that an over- 
view of empleynfit and trainirfservices is prcfided that stresses the neces?ty—and op- 
portun—ity of immedia§employment, out1i1Tes the job seEch resourecs offered, e?rrTla1in—s 
the requirements to comply with an employmerfpfin and the consequences for failing to 
comply, and explains th_e services lg ar_e availaI)l?t§s_11Eortj()_b search a_t_n_§ work.

_ 
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Sec. 43. [256J.52] ASSESSMENTS; PLANS. 
Subdivision 1. APPLICATION LIMITED TO CERTAIN PARTICIPANTS. 

This section appli<§ to participants receiving MFIP—S assistance \_2v_hg a_re_ not exempt E: 
dTrsection 2561 .56,_and to caregivers who volunteer I0_1‘ employment E training s_e: 
ices under section 2T6.l30. 

'—~ 

Subd. 2. INITIAL ASSESSMENT. Q fig counselor mu_s_t, th_e icmfl 
tion of the participant, assess the participant’s ability to obtain a_nd retain employment. 
Tliisiiiifil assessment must include a review of the participant’s education level, prior 
§n$loyment p_r work experience, transferablewcfi skills, :a_1n_d existing j_c§ markets. 

(b) In assessing the participant, the job counselor must determine if the participant 
needsrefiesher courses_for professiorm c_e?tification or licensure, in wlfichcase, the job 
search plan under subdivision 3 must include the courses necessary_to obtain the ceftifi: 
cation rficensure, in addition_tc75tlfer work aTvities, provided the_combinaEn of the 
course?ap_d other @ activities fie at lid §)_r :19 pe_r_ week. 

__ 
(c) If a participant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the county agency that lack 

of proficieircy in Eng1ish—is a barrier to ob_ta_i_n~ing suitable er_npT)yment, the job COTSEE 
must include p-a_rticipation_ir_1 an intefiive English as a second languagepfogfim if avail- 
able or otherwise a regularfirrglish as a second language program in the individua_1’s em— 
plo—yrnent plan under subdivision 5'.“Lack of proficiency in English is not necessarily? 
barrier to Employment. 

I. I" _ — I“ I 

(_d2 IE j_o_b counselor flay approve a_n_ education o_r training plan, E postpone tfi 
jo_b search requirement, E participant has a proposal f_or g education program which: 

g1_)_ can be completed within 1_2 months; 

(22 meets E criteria pf section 256J .53, subdivisions E, i E fl Q likely, without additional training, tp l<a_awd_ t_o monthly employment earning_s 
which, after subtraction o_fthe earnings disregard under section 2561.21, equal pr exceed 
the family wage level fcg E participant’s assistance unit. 

L) A participant who, a_t E time of th_e initial assessment, presents a plan fiat jg cludes farming E a self—employed work activity must have an employment plan devel- oped under subdivision §_ th_at includes th_e farming a_s an approved work activity. 
Subd. 3. JOB SEARCH; JOB SEARCH SUPPORT PLAN. (a) If, after the initial 

assessment,_the job counselor determines that the participant posses_sz=.s#sEie—I1—t skills 
that the participzutis likely to succeed in obfairfig suitable employment, the participant 
fifcmnduct job search foraperiod ofip to eight weeks, for at least 30 hcfirs per week. 

accefiany offerI)‘t"s'1IiEl>lc;Te1nploymerrT par- 
ticipant must develop a job search support plan which specifies, at a minimum: whether 
fl3_j_ob seTch tg be siipervised or unsupervised; support service_sthat will be provided 
while the participarIt—conducts_ ob—search activities; the courses nece’s_s—a‘ryT Etain cerl:i_- 
fication-or licensure, if applica I13, and after obtainirfihe license or certifiE1te, the client 
must comply with sub—division 5; andhdvmequently th—e_participarF must report Ethe j ob 
counselor pp the status o_f jg participant’s _io_b search activities. 

@_ During th_e eight—week jo_b search period, either gag counselor pr _t_l§ partici~ pant may request a review o_f th_e participant’s job search plan Ed progress towards ob; 
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taining suitable employment. lfa review is requested by the participant, the job counselor 
must concur that the review is appropriate for th_e participant at Qa_t time. If a review 
conducted, make a determination t_o conduct a secondary assess- 
ment prior t_o fie conclusion 9; t_h§ jig search. 

(e) Failure to conduct the required job search, to accept any offer of suitable employ- 
ment, to develop or comply with a job search support plan, or voluntarily quitting suitable 
employment without good cause results in the imposition of a sanction under section 
2561.46. If at the end of eight weeks the Far-ti—cipant has notobtained suitable employ- 
ment, the_job E51175-eltf must conduct-a_ secondary as—s-essimnt of the participant under 
subdivision: 

-'— — _- 
Subd. 4. SECONDARY ASSESSMENT. (a) The job counselor must conduct a 

secondary a-susessment fol those participants who?‘ 
-—_ _— ~__ _ 

(_1_)_ the judgment 91? me job counselor, have barriers t_o obtaining employment that w E 13 overcome with a j_ob search support gap under subdivision 
(_22 have completed eight weeks of job search under subdivision g without obtaining 

suitable employment; or 
(3) have not received a secondary assessment, are working at least 2_0 hours per 

week,—ald the participant, _j9_b counselor, E county ag§cy requests a secondary assess- 
ment. 

(b) In the secondary assessment the job counselor must evaluate the participant’s 
ski1ls_§id_pH5r work experience, famivcfieumstances, and abilities, need for 
preemfioyment activities, supportive, or educational services, andfie extent of arT37bari 
Es to employment. E job counselrf must use the informatEn gathered tEo—ugh_-the 
secorfl-ary assessment t_o develop an employmE1tp_l_a1_n under subdivision 

—_ 

Subd. 5. EMPLOYMENT PLAN; CONTENTS. Based on the secondary assess- 
ment undersubdivision 4, the job counselor and the participant mus-tdevelop an employ- 
_rn—er1‘t plan for the participa—r1T’tl1—at includes sfiific activities that are tied to E employ- 
E27? gjarfl aplan for long—En se1f—sufficiency, and that isTesig—nedt?)_move the par- 
ticipant along the m6§ direct path to unsubsidized employment. The employment plan 
must list the s1J7Ei$steps tha—t_v_v-ill—be taken to obtain emp1oyme—rH—and a timetableTo_r 
Eorfpfiixf of each oft:h—'7e_st<$..Th'e_j5b couns—elor and the participanTn_11ist sign the dc; 
veloped plan_tc')E_ic7c1t5gE§1€nt_l)Fween the job—(3un§=,lor and the 1§rt—ic@t7oritlTe 
contents~c)__f_tl1—e-$1}; 

— — . * —~_ 
Subd. 6. SAFETY PLAN. Notwithstanding subdivisions 1 to 5, a participant who 

is avictirn o?dornestic violence and who agrees to develop or has—devel5ped a safety pla_n 
meeting th—e_definition under section 256J.49, subdivision 11, is deferred from the re- 
quirement—s_of this section, section 2561.54, and section 25TJ.5_5 for a pt}IT6a—0f-Ella 
months fiomThedate the safety plan is approvcfi A participant defer—red_under thi?subdi- 
vision must submfia safety plan status report to the county agency on a quarterly basis. 
Based on a review 0? the statnu’-sreport, the coun-t'yTgency may approve or renew the par- 
ticipant’§ deferral eac:l1—(1uarter, providathe personal safEr_ of the participant i§§iTat E and the participant is complying Ea_n_. A partici1Hnt—1-vho deferralimclef 
this subdivision may be deferred for a total of 12 months under a safety plan, provided t_h_e 
individual complying lg terms _o_f Q13 plan. 
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Subd. 7. REVISION OF PLAN. If the employee has lo_st or a_ 
job ggd 

cause, g1ej_5_l—3 counselor must ascertain figreason Q tliefi lis_;1_d_ fie [_)a_r- 
ticipant to amend the job search support plan or employment plan, whichever i_s effect, 
as necesfinry to ad_d_re§he problem. If afisearch support plan is in effect, the partici- 
pant, county Zgency, OI‘-j_OT) counselor—rn:::y_request a secondaTy_a_sse_ssment a_t— 

Sec. 44. [256J.53] POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION; LIMITATIONS ON 
APPROVAL, JOB SEARCH REQUIREMENT. 

Subdivision 1. LENGTH OF PROGRAM. In order for a post—secondary educa- 
tion or training pro_gran1 to be approved work activfi as defined in section 2561.49, sub- 
d_i\I~is?>n 13, clause (18),YHust be a program lastingT2 months3r less, _an_d th_e 
pant mu§t_meet tl1e'reT111'irerTf1ts_o7f subdivisions 2 and 3. A pro_gr2T lasting up to—24 
'rr1—or—1t.l1_sEayVaf)—1')_roved on an exce—ption basis if the c§)_rTdi_t_iJ1s specified in sub<l‘i{/isibns‘ 
2 to 4 are met. A participant may not be approved for more than a total of 24 months of ju _ 1‘ ~_ I ~— I‘ _ jg— 

Subd. 2. DOCUMENTATION SUPPORTING PROGRAM. In order for a post- 
secondary education or training program to be an approved activity inaparti_cipant’§3nT 
ployment plan, the parficipant or the empldyment and training serviéprovider must fir}; 
vicfi documentation E _— 

(_1_) th_e participant’s employment p_121_n identifies specific goals E gr pr1l_y be met with the additional education gr training; 

_(_22 there are suitable employment opportunities fiat requires t_lE specific education 
(_)r training the are_a which the participant resides or willing t_o reside; 

Q th_e education E training result significantly higher wages Q th_e partici- pant th_an the participant could earn without me education o_r training; 
£4_) th_e participant cg meet th_e requirements for admission intg th_e program; and 
(_52 there 3 reasonable expectation that th_e participant complete th_e training 

program based _o_n such factors 2_1stl1_e participant’s MFIP—S assessment, previous educa- 
tion, training, _a_n_d_ work history; current motivation; and changes previous circum- 
stances. 

Subd. SATISFACTORY PROGRESS REQUIRED. I_n order for a post—st:(:_- ondary education or training program to be an approved activity a participant’s em- ployment plan, the—participant must maintain satisfactory progress in the program. “E55 
isfactory progres?’ in an education or training program means (1) th?pHr_ticipant remains 
in good standing whfie the participafi: is enrolled in the progranfiisdefined by the educa- 
fion or training institutifi, or (2) the participant malw—ssatisfactory progress_a§ the term is 
defined th_e participant’s—employment plan.

_ 
Subd. REPAYMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ASSIS- 

TANCE. In order for a post—secondary education or training program lasting between 13 g 24 months t_o E an approved activity in a participant’s employment plan, the partiH:' 
pantmust agree to repay the amount of empldyment and training funds paid byTlie county 
to support the individual’s participation in each month of an education or training pro- 
gram after th—e 12th month of the program._As*si§ance obtained by the participant through 
E_f_eder_a1 P_ell grant program o_r other federal o_r §tat_e programs pf higher education ag 
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sistance must be excluded from the amount to be repaid by the participant. The partici- E and the ccfinty agency must_<Evelop a m_utfil1y acceptable repayment pTa_1I The re- 
paym-eTtpl_an must not assess any interestcharges on the cost of the funds to befiaii E lo_an_i§—cc)@erat_o E Lrfrepayment wheri:_ 

__ _ — —__ —_ 
(1) the participant completes the program and obtains suitable employment that flfinfifi _g_r2_s_s wages o_f a_t l£as_t_1_§Q percent o_T Q13 federal poverty level; or ‘- 

Q £12 participant leaves tlg program before completion of the program and obtains 
suitable employment grit pays annual gross wages g at least 15_Q percent of t_I_1E federal 
poverty level. 

I " 

Subd. 5. JOB SEARCH AFTER COMPLETION OF WORK ACTIVITY. Ifa 
participant’s_employment plan includes a post—secondary educational or training p?o- 
gram, the plan must inclucle_:E1 anticipated completion date for those aaivities. AtTe 
time th§eclEcEtim1_—or trainingis-completed, the participarEus't_pa_rTiEi~pate in job se_ar_<:—l1—. 

Ifiafter three months of job search, the partfipant does not find a job that_is consistent 
WitTlTe participant’s erhfiyment grid‘, the participEm—1is-t a_caept3iiy_o—fl3eT of suitable 
Efip-lhoyment. 

—_ 1 _ 
.Sec. 45. [256J.54] NIINOR PARENTS; EMPLOYMENT PLAN. 
Subdivision 1. ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS AND 

NEEDS. The coungz agency must document the educational level of each MFIP—S care- 
giver whoF1nder the age of 20 and determineif the caregiver—lEt§o—l§tafi1ed a high sch6o_1 
diplofmTor its equivalent. If the caregiver has not obtained a high school diploma or its 
equivalen_t, arid is not exem_pt—fr_om the requTnTnt to attend_s(-:Rol under subdivisiB_n-5‘, 
the county aEn5yH1st compE_arFndividual asse?sment for the caregiver. The asses; Em must be perfcTr_r1Ed as soon 2? possible but within 30 days__of determining MFl'P—S 
elifiaifity-fo—r the caregiver.Th—e assessmentmist provicl_ear1—ini_tia1 examination of the 
caregiver ’§—€(lu7:.ational progres_s and needs, 1it?acy level, cfild care and supportiv-eIs_eT 
vice .needs, family circumstancesfiills, and work experience. I1Tfie$e of a caregix/:61‘ 
-u_nEer the age of 18, the assessment must als5 consider the result§)_feithTtlE Earegiver’s 
or the caregiver ’s minor child’s child and teen checkup under Minnesota Rules, parts 
—9_3(-)5—.0275 and 9505 .1693 to 950§filE§_f a_vElable, and the effect of a child’s devcfi: 
ment and ed1Eationalneeds7on the caregiver’s abilityTo—pa_rt_icipate§i_the program. The 
county—agency must advise fl -cfiegiver that the careg—iver’s first goalfiust be to cdn: 
plete an appropriate educatio_rfal option ifoTe is_identified forfi c-a§g_i\7er_tEo~u‘gh the 
a_ssEs.sF1ent and, in consultation with eTluT1ti3nal agencieg Hist review the varioifi 
school complgong options with the_ca—regiver and assist in selecting the mgt a—m)ropriate 
option. 

——— —— _ —— _——— 
Subd. 2. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ASSESSMENT AND EMPLOYMENT 

PLAN. For caregivers who are under age 18, the assessment under subdivision 1 and the 
employment plan unde-rEbd—i\/ision fmtfi b—eT:omp1eted by the social services 561$; 
under section—§5_7.33. For caregivers who are_a_ge 18 or 19, t5 fiessment under subdivi- 
sion 1 and the employment plan under subd—ixIision 3 m1is_tbe completed by the job coun- 
sTor._'IK§s—oEial services ag$:y or the j ob counselo_rEE5nsult with reEes—enT21ti%bf 
educational agencies fig are required '9 assist developing educational plans under 
section 126.235. 

Subd. EDUCATIONAL OPTION DEVELOPED. I_f t_h§ 1313 counselor g 
county social services agency identifies 33 appropriate educational option, it must devel- 
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op an employment plan which reflects the identified option. The plan must specify flat 
p—arW:ipation in an e_d—u~<Eitional activity isiequired, what school-6?e<TatTral program 
most appropriate_, the services that will_be provided, the activities the caregiver will take 
p2Tin, including child care anTi_supp5rFve servicesjre consequerices to the c—aTr?giW=,r 
for_fzHing to partiEe0:r(:o—r111)ly with the specifiedaquirements, and_the—right to ap- E1 any adverse action.The emp1<%=.Fplan must, to the extent p_5s§il_)l_e,fieEtE Eemjces fg t_he caregir/7r.‘ 

_“ _ —‘ 
Subd. 4. NO APPROPRIATE EDUCATIONAL OPTION. If the job Counselor 

deterifmes mat there is no appropriate educational option for a caregiver—\2vlEs age 12% 
19, the job counselor must develop an employment plan, as defined in section 2567.15, 
§1YbcWisfi—on 5, for the caregiver. If The county social serv_ices agenar determines that 
school attendanEisTot appropriat_e Ha caregiver under age 18, the county agency shall @ tlfl caregiver to social servicesfg services § providgd section 257.33.

_ 

Subd. 5. SCHOOL ATTENDANCE REQUIRED. (a) Notwithstanding the pro- 
visions of se_ction 25 6J .56, minor parents, or 18- or 19—year:old parents withouta hig—h 
school drploma o_r equivalent attendgnfil unless: — “*- 

Q) transportation services needed t_o enable th_e caregiver tg attend school am _r_i_o_t 
available; 

Q appropriate child care services needed to enable th_e caregiver t_o attend school 
fie n_ot available; 

_(§_)_ th_e caregiver gr incapacitated seriously enough t_o prevent attendance a_t 
school; o_r 

(4) the caregiver is needed in the home because of the illness or incapacity of another 
member 9:‘ th_e household. This includes a caregiver Q a child E12 youngerE weeks QQ 

(L) The caregiver must be enrolled in a secondary school and meeting the schoo1’s 
attendan§equire1nents. An—enrolled ca_re_giver is consideredfibe meetingwthe atten- 
dance requirements when'tH: school is not in regfilar session, ir?:lT1?ling duringlioliday E summer breaks. _ —_ —M 

Sec. 46. [256J.55] PARTICIPANT REQUIREMENTS, RIGHTS, AND EX- 
PECTATIONS. 

Subdivision 1. COMPLIANCE WITH J OB SEARCH OR EMPLOYMENT 
PLAN; SUITABITE EMPLOYMENT. (a) Each MFIP—S participant must comply with 
the terms of the participant’s job search support plan or employment plan. When the_p§{r_- 
Tiapant haEcB—fnpleted the stepslisted m the empTo—yifiEnt plan, the par—tiEipant mufiflfi 
ply with‘s€c:ion 256J.53—,subdivision 5,”if‘app1icab1e, and theme participant must not 
rEu§7ai1y offer of suitable employmenf The participan—t_rHay_5lio$e to accept an—of-t§ar—<)_f 
suitable employment before th_e participant has completed th_e steps o_f the employment 
plan. 

Q E a_ participant under th_e g gt _2_g who without a high school diploma pr general educational development diploma, E requirement t_o comply with the terms _o_f 
the employment plan means the participant must meet the requirements of section 
256J.54. 

—_ — : 1 '— *"—‘__ _ Z“ 
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(3) Failure to develop g comply with a_ j_ob search support plan Q a_n employment 
plan, g quitting suitable employment without good cause, shall result th_e imposition 

of a sanction a_s specified sections 256J .57 and 2561.46. 

Subd. DUTY TO REPORT. The participant must inform the job counselor with- 
'm three working days regarding any changes related to the participant’s employmentflE 

Subd. 3. MOVE TO A DIFFERENT COUNTY. MFIP—S applicants or recipients 
who move t3 a different county in Minnesota and are required to participatein employ- %t and training services are sifiject to the reflirgnents of thgdestination county. An 
emplcgrrnent plan that was cgeloped in—'tlEcounty of origirlmfibe continued in the dg: 
tination comfiflfi destination county §n_d_ E participantagree t_o £12E 

Subd. 4. CHOICE OF PROVIDER. A participant must be able to choose from at 
least two employment and training service pmviders, unles—'s_tl_1?a?o1'1n—t3I.lE1s demonfiated 
to the commissioner that the provision of multiple employment and training service pro- 
@175 would result ififiiifii-cial hardship_for the county, or the co_u—rIty is utilizing a WOIE 
force center as specified section 256J§)Ebdivisiof§— 

V I 

Subd. 5. OPTION TO UTILIZE EXISTING PLAN. With job counselor approv- 
al, if a participant is already complying with a job search suppofioremployment plan that 
was developed for a different program, the participant may utilize that plan and that pro- 
g§m’s services_,—su_bject to the requirer11—<ar1ts of subdivision 3, to l)t=,—inE1plE1rIc§v—sEli 
sections 25 6J .52 to 256J.'5—7_sc7long as the plan‘ meets, or is m5di_fie—dto_meet, the req1E 
ments o_f HE se—c?tions. _——_ _— —_ 

Sec. 47. [256J.56] EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERVICES COM- 
PONENT; EXEMPTIQNS. 

& MF[P—S caregiver exempt from th_e requirements of sections 256J .52 to 
256J .55 t_l1<a_ caregiver belongs E E pf E following groups: 

(_12 individuals E fie §g_e Q pr older; 
(2) individuals who are suffering from a professionally certified permanent or tem- 

poraryillness, injury_,_cF incapacity wh_icTis_expected to continue for more than 3_0 da—ys 
and which prevents th?person from obtaining or retairfng employ—rfient. Pe—r§)n—s-1'-n—tEs 
Jegory a temptgary il1ne§jury, or incapacity must E reevaluated at leLt_q1Tr_— 
terly; 

_(3_) caregivers whose presence the home required because o_ftE professionally 
certified illness g incapacity o_f another member the household; . 

‘ 

(_42 women who are pregnant, E pregnancy has resulted a professionally certi- 

fid incapacity _tha_t prevents th_e woman from obtaining Q retaining employment; 
(5_) caregivers o_f a child under £13 age of E year who personally provide full—time E9 Er tlfi child. This exemption may E used for only 12 months a lifetime. _I1_i two- 

parent households, only gig parent E other relative may qualify E exemption; 

(6) individuals employed at least 40 hours per week or at least 30 hours per week and 
engaged j_(_)_b 

search _fo_r at least E additional te_n hours E week; 
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(7) individuals experiencing a personal E family crisis th_at makes them incapable 
of par_ti'cipating in the program, as determined by the county agency. If the participant 
does not agree wihfie county agency’s determinat—ic'n, the participant rnzgseek profei 
sWal—(:ertificaE Elefined in section 25 6J .08, that £e_participant isEca;§5l—eE1:£r_— 
ticipating tl1_e profiam. 

_" — 
Persons in this exemption category must be reevaluated every 69 days; o_r 

@ second parents two—parent families, provided the second parent employed 
for 20 or more hours per week. 

A caregiver who is exempt under clause (5) must enroll in and attend an early child- 
hood—and family edlfiation class, a parenting mss, or some s_i'm~ilar activitytif available, 
duringWe period of time the caregiver is exempt under this section. N otwithsfinding sec- 
tion 2561 .46, failure tg attend the required activity sha_ll n_ot §c_:su_lt the imposition a 
sanction. 

Sec. 48. [256J .57] GOOD CAUSE; FAILURE TO COMPLY; NOTICE; CON- 
CILIATION CONFERENCE. 

Subdivision 1. GOOD CAUSE FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY. The county 
agency shall not irnpose the sanction under section 256J.46 if it determines tlWtl1~e—pa‘r7 
ticipantlias_goT>d cause fc>r—failing to comply with the requireinents of sectior1—256*JT4_5'—(§ 
sections—2§6J .52 t_o 2567755. Good— cause exist_Tvvlien: 

_ ‘- 

Q appropriate child gage hot available; 

Q) th_e jo_b dcgs E meet the definition o_f suitable employment; 
_(§_)_ t:lr_e 

participant 93 injured; 

Q a family member a_nd_ needs 13 b_y the participant tlLt prevents fie partici- 
pgrt from complying the 1% search support plan Q employment plan; 

£5) the parental caregiver unable h)_ secure necessary transportation; 

(6) the parental caregiver is in an emergency situation.that prevents compliance with 
th_e j_<& search support plan E employment plan; 
Q the schedule of compliance with hhe job search support plan or employment plan 

conflicts with judicial proceedings; 

(1) t_lE parental caregiver already participating acceptable work activities; 

(1) gig employment plan requires a_n_ educational program {ch a caregiver under ag_e 
all _bh1_t th_e educational program E available; 

(_19) activities identified gig ioh search support plan or employment plan are rig 
available;

_ 
(1_1) th_e parental caregiver willing t_o accept suitable employment, lh1_t suitable 

employment is not available; or 

(L) me parental caregiver documents other verifiable impediments t_o compliance 
with Q13 jo_b search support plan o_r employment E beyond the parental caregiver’s 
control.

— 
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Subd. 2. NOTICE ‘OF INTENT TO SANCTION. (a) When a participant fails 
without good cause to comply with the requirements of secti—oi1s 2561.32 to 256J.55,—tlE 
job coun_s$rTtl1-eF<)unty ag<mT:}I~rn—ust provide a nofize of intent to sancfion to the pa? 
tiapant specify_in§he program requirements that_were no't—comp1itEl_ with, infoTmEgWe 
participant that the county agency will irnpose—the s_aff5t3ris specifiedfiction 256J.476_, 
and informfitfiparticipant of the opportunity to request a conciliation conference as 
finecified in paragraph (b). Th—e_rEtice must alsostate that the participant’s continuing 
noncomplfince with the?pe<Tied requifric->rWs'Tvi_l_l_EsT1Tt‘ir1_aTdditional sanctions under 
section 256J.46,_vWt_h—out the need fior additionalT1o_tices orgonciliation conferences un- 
der this subdivision. If thfia?t—ic_ipant does not request a?onciliation conference withih 
te—n cfiandar days of themzailing of the WG-6? intent tosanction, the job counselor must 
fiify the county 2Ee:r1—cy that the assistance payment sh_ould be reduced. The county must 
then send a notice of adverse action to the participant informing the participant of- the 
%:ti~5r1_§1—at E_imposed, the reason-s'—f_or the sanction, the effecfire date of gesafci 
tion, gig the participant’s right_§ have a fiifrfiaring unde}_section 256170.- 

(b) The participant may request a conciliation conference by sending a written re- 
quest,_b-}Eaking a telepfine request: or by making an in-person request.The reque—st 
must be_received vvithin ten calendar daysof the ‘date the county agency mail?d the ten- 
Wngice of intent -to sanction. If a_t—i_rheE E11-1e§_fE a conciliation is ICCCIVTCTLTC 
Eiinty agericy’s servEe provider must conduct the conTerence within fivedays of there- 
quest. The job counselor’s supervisor, or a desighee of the supervisor, m\$e§I~i<Wtl1—e 
outcom—e_of_tlTe conciliation conferencejfthe concilia_ti(Tn—conference rfilves the m; 
comp1iance,t—he job counselor must promptfirflinform the county agency and requegvfifi 
drawal of the sanction notice. 

(0) Upon receiving a sanction notice, the participant may request a fair hearing un- 
der s<:—ction 256140, without exercising theTption of a con_cihation confreTence. In SEE 
cases, the county agency shall not requirefire participa_nt to engage in a conciliati(§rr:o—r1: 

to me fa_ir hE1_ri~ng—. 
__‘ H __ : 

Q E‘ E1: participant requests 3 fair hearing or a conciliation conference, sanctions 
v_vg E he imposed until there a d5rmination_o_f—noncompliance. Sanctions mustE 
imposed as provided section 256.1 .46. 

Sec. 49. [256J.61] REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 
The commissioner of human services, in cooperation with the commissioner of eco- 

nomi-c—s#ecurity, shall develop reporting requirements for c_o1Tnty agencies and employ- 
ment and traininnggervice providers according to sectgn 256.01, subdivifion 2, para- 
graph_(fi). Reporting requirements must, to the e§tent possible, use existing clierf track- 
ing systems and must be within the limits of funds available. TheTequirements must in- 
clfide summary-in~f3_rm—ation necessary for_§tate agencies andfi legislature to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the services. 

— : — — - 

Sec. 50. [256J.62] ALLOCATION OF COUNTY EMPLOYMENT AND 
TRAINING SERVICES BLOCK GRANT. ' 

Subdivision ALLOCATION. Money appropriated for MFl'P—S employment 
an_d training services must E allocated to counties as specified section. 
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Subd. 2. GUARANTEED FLOOR. Money shall be allocated t_o counties ing 
amount equal to the county’s guaranteed floor. _"I_‘_l§ county’s guaranteed allocation floor 
shall be calcufitcff as follows: 

(1) for fiscal 1998, the guaranteed allocation floor shall be calculated by multiplying 
th_e ccFnty’s STRIDE allocation received for state fiscal year 1997 b_y @ percent; 

(2) for each subsequent fiscal year, tlfi guaranteed allocation floor shall E calcu- 
latedby frflltfiring th_e county’s MFIP—S employment fi training services allocation 
received fie previous state fiscal E b_y E percent; ind 

(3) if the amount of funds available for allocation is less than the amount allocated to 
all counties for the previous fiscal year, each county’? previous year allocation shall be 
fe—duced in pE)pEtion to the 1:6-(l‘lElfiI1~S:Ei-1E’>Wld6 funding Q t_l1e—13l1rpose of esTaH§_E 
i_n_g th_e_ 

g—u_aranteed fl_c£_r—
- 

Subd. ALLOCATION OF BALANCE OF FUNDS. I_f there remain f_llE_(l§ t_o 
allocate afte_r establishing each county’s guaranteed floor under t_h_e provisions subdi- 
vision 2, the balance of funds shall be allocated as follows: 

(1) for state fiscal year 1998, the remaining funds shall be allocated based on the 
countyTs_aveEe numb<%’ AFDC71T1d family general asTtaE:e cases as c<TIr—rpaTed't3 
the statewide total number‘ of case§.—The average number of cases shzm be based cm 
aims of AFDCa?1d family g—eneral assi—stE1nce cases as of Mafih 3_1, @=,_§_(_):Septe_r‘nl§_ 
3_0, fiflbecember §_1_ SE calendar gr 1996; 

(2) for state fiscal year 1999, the remaining funds shall be allocated based on the 
county’s average numb'e_17>f AFD€family general as§tanHa, MFIP—R,~WII’,_zu7l 
MFIP—S cases as compared_to the statewide total number of cases. The average numlffi 
of cases shall bdbased on courfis of AFDC, fTily general assistance: MFIP—R, MFIP, 
and MFII1? cfies as of—IV/larch 31,—June 30, September 30, and December 31 of calendar 
E}_E~1_9_9_lTE1i_— 

_*____*_— __ -- 
(_3) for a_ll subsequent state fiscal years, the remaining funds shall b_e allocated Laid on the county’s average number of MFIP—S cases as compared to the statewide total num- 

ber of cases. The average number of cases mustbe based on counts of MFIP—S cases as of 
March g1, Ju}Te_§2, September 3_(), an_d Decemfir 3_1 o_f gig previous calendar year. 

Subd. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES LIMIT. E more th_a31§ percent o_f 
t_l§ money allocated under section may be used E administrative activities. 

Subd. 4a. STRIDE ALLOCATION. Funds allocated for STRIDE services for 
state fiscal ye—zar 1998 are allocated to county agencies based on tfi provisions of statutei—n 
effect on June 30, 1997. At the time that the AFDC program is replaced by the Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Fami_lies_pf5gram under title I of Public Law Number 104-193 of 
the Personafilesponsibility and Work Opportunity _R—€conci1iatEAct of 1996, any uh: 
e—>q)ended balance of a countyTSTRIDE allocation for that fiscal yeaT'refnains ax7ai—lable 
to the county for op_efation of MFIP—S employmenta—ncl7i1_1Trn:g_ services and for the op- 
Eiziffin o_f the §TRIDE prog-rr_am for the MFIP and Ml?IT—R field trial count?sfl:tliel3_2z—l: 
ance of thefiscal year. These STRIDE funds shall be incltiled int-he calcula—ti5rT3fTlie 

a-lEz1—ti‘on—uri<lc=,;r§1~__e—r)r—ovTs_ic)?s—<)_f—sf1b_<li?IF 

sion 2. 
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Subd. BILINGUAL EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING SERVICES TO 
REFUGEES. Funds appropriated t_o cover me costs o_f bilingual employment an_d train- 
i1__}g services to refugees shall be allocated tg county agencies as follows: 

~

~ 
(1) for state fiscal year 1998, the allocation shall be based on the county’s proportion 

of the total statewide number of AFDC refugee cases in the previous fiscal year. Counties 
with less than one percent of the statewide number of AFDC, MFIP—R, or MFIP refugee 
c—a—se§§El—l.n_d_t§eive an afodfiion of bilingual employment and training_services funds; 
and 

(2) for each subsequent fiscal year, the allocation shall be based on the county ’s pro- 
pofiidrT<)ffhe—t(§a1 statewide number of MFlP—S refugee cases in the pTevious fiscal 355; 
Counties with less than one percent of the statewide number of MFIP—S refugee cases 
flail no_t r—e:'c:§\7<=.—g—aE>c§don p_f bilfigfil employment Ed tr—aining services ftmds. 

Subd. WORK LITERACY LANGUAGE PROGRAMS. Funds appropriated 
to cover the costs of work literacy language programs to non—-English speaking recipients 
shall b_e allocated to county agencies § follows: 

(_1_)_ 
for state fiscal yeg 1998, the allocation shall be based on the county’s proportion 

of the total statewide number of AFDC or MFIP cases in the previous fiscal year where

~ 

~~~

~ 

~~

~ 

~

~

~

~ 

~~ tEl—aik o_f English a barrier E employment. Counties~wlE1_le§ than _tw_o per—cEt o_fg1e 
statewide number o_f AFDC g MFIP cases where th_e lik p_f English a_ 

barrier t_oE 
ployment shall E receive Q allocation o_f Ere work literacy language program funds; 
and 

(2) for each subsequent fiscal year, the allocation shall be based on the county ’s pro- 
portion g E total statewide number o_f MFIP4 cases fire previous fiscal year where 
the lack of English is a barrier to employment. Counties with l£s_s than _tw_o percent o_f th_e 
statewide number oflT/IFIP—S cases where the lack of English is a barrier t_o employment 
shall not receive an_ allocation o_f Q work literacy language prdgram funds. 

Subd. 7. REALLOCATION. The commissioner of human services shall review 

~~~

~
~ 

~~~ 

~

~ 
county agency expenditures of MFIP—S employment andtraining servicesflis at the 
end of the third quarter of the_first year of the bienniuin_and each quarter after thafarfi 
_rI{y_re@at?unencum3eTedEdrEfi)er—1d?d money app~rdpr—i§e_d under th?§ecT)rTo E county agencies tl_1a_t gandemonstrate 3 Led f_or additional money.—— _ 

Subd. CONTINUATION OF CERTAIN SERVICES. A_t Elf request o_f die 
caregiver, tl1_e county rufl continue _tg provide gust: management, counseling or other 
support services t_o a participant following the participant’s achievement of the employ- 
ment goal, f_or u_p t_o__six months following t—eEnination pf fie participant’§_eli_g_ibility g)_r_ 

~~ 

~~

~

~ 

~~ 

~~ 

A county mg expend funds Q a specific employment an_d training service f_or fie 
duration o_f d1_a_t service t_o aparticipant th_e funds are obligated E expended prior t_o fie 
participant losing MFlZP—S eligibility. 

Sec. 51. [256J.645] INDIAN TRIBE MFIP—S EMPLOYMENT AND TRAIN- 
ING. - - 

Sub division AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS. Effec- 
tive J_uly 1, 1997, th_e commissioner may enter ii agreements with federally recognized

~

~ 

~~

~ 
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Indian tribes with a reservation in the state to provide MFIP—-S employment and training 
servicesT6'f‘n<>mWe—rs of the Indiam trT3i?a'11.EiF) other caregivers who are a partoTthe tribal 
meid)er§MFIP—S a—s_sis_tance uni%r—firpo§s'5f this sectio—ri‘,7In—clizInTrib?’Ee-a‘r‘1‘s—a 
tribe, band, nation, or other fefit-r7a‘1Iy—recognized—grT1p or community of I.ndians. The 
commissioner may also enter into an agreement with a cdnsortium of Infian tribes pr_o_- 
viding the gover_h‘ihgWdy of efilifiidian tribe in tlT5o_nsortium complies with the prbvi: 
siis g section. 

Subd. TRIBAL REQUIREMENTS. 1'h__e Indian t_ri_b§ must: 
Q agree to fulfill E responsibilities provided under the employment an_d training component o_f'IT/IFIP—S regarding operation pf MFIP—S employment an_d training §:r_- 

vices, a_s designated by commissioner; 

(_2) operate employment gig training services program within a geographic se_r: 
vice area not to exceed fire counties within which a_ border o_f me reservation falls; 
Q operate program conformity section 13.46 g ELIE applicable federal 

regulations i_n tlg 153 of % about MFIP—S recipients; 
Q12 coordinate operation of program with the county agency, Jib Training Part- 

nership Act programs, and other support services or emp1oyment—related programs in the 
counties which §1_e_ tribal unit’s program operates; 

Q2 provide financial and program participant activity recordkeeping E reporting 
in the manner and using the forms and procedures specified by the commissioner and per- 
1n;it inspection pf program and records b_y representatives g th_e state; a_n_d 

(6) have th_e Indian tribe’s employment and training service provider certified by gig commissioner g economic security, gr approved by me county. 
Subd. §_. FUNDING. I_fthe commissioner and an Indian tribe are parties to an agree- 

ment under subdivision, E agreement E annually provide t_o fie Indian tribe Q13 funding amount clause Q2 o_r 
(1) if the Indian tribe operated a tribal STRIDE program during state fiscal year 

1997j1e_af1Eunt to beprdvided is the‘ amount the Indian tribe received frcTm‘ the statefbr 
operatfii of its triI>—a1—STRIDE prE)gTam in stataiscal yea—fi§97, except that the amount 
provided Erafiscal year may increase (3 Ec_reEei~nW1e~.same proportiKh_at‘the totaI 
amount of—sTate@s_:17aiIabIe for MFIP_—S employirieiitand training services—inc—re:§d 
SI .Le°r___°:“-ggfi £511 YPE _‘E—

- 
(2) if the Indian tribe did not operate a tribal STRIDE program during state fiscal 

year I§97,tlE comm$s.Tner_m—2ty provide to the Indian tribe for the first yea$"opera- 
fi_ons the ambdnt determined byfiiltiplyingthestate a11or:7ait_i3rEr—l\d1'*"fi~—S_eTn[-)_lZ)yment 
and training services t_o each county agency in the Indian tribe’s service delivery area by 
tlijepercentage of MFIP—_§Ecipients in that co—unTy who were members of the Indiafifibe 
during the previous state fiscal year. The resulting amount shall also be the amount that 
the comTnissioner mafirmé t_o-t'HeTdian tribe aImually_t—l'1§efirThrEgh an agre—e: Em under this subT\zision, ex?:erTut7;hat the arneunt provided for a fiscal year—may in-3 
crease g decrease in the same proporti—ori :17: the total amount ofitate fundsavailatde £31? MFIP—S employment an_d training services increased gr decreased git fiscal Ear; 
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Subd. 4. COUNTY AGENCY REQUIREMENT. Indian tribal members receiv- 
ing MFIP—S_benefits and residing in the service area of an Indian tribe operating employ- 
Ent and training serWes under ar_1_a§reementwithThe_commis§oner must be referred 
IE cou_1it-y agencies in E service_area t_o E12 Indgnfiibe for employmefafl training 
services. 

Sec. 52. [256J.65] THE SELF—EMPLOYMENT INVESTMENT DEM- 
ONSTRATION PROGRAM (SEID). 

Q12 A caregiver who enrolls and participates in the SEID program as specified in sec- 
Eon 268.95, may, at county option, lfi exempted from other employment and training 
participation requirements fcg a period of u_p t_o 24 months, except fo_r _t_h_e school atten- 
dance requirements as specified section 2561.54. 

(1) E following income a_n_d resource considerations apply t_o SEID participants: 
(1) an unencumbered cash reserve fund, composed of proceeds from a SEID busi- 

ness,is_not counted againsttlie-grant if those funds are reim/ested in the—l>—1Isiness and the 
valuebffie business does nE:xceed—$3,000. The va—h1e of the busEes§ is detennfiby 
deducti'r1gT)utstanding_eHcT1_mbrances from retained busE§§ profit; a_n'_d_

- 
Q E purchase pf capital equipment durable goods of an amount up t_o_ $3,000 

during a 24-month project period allowed a_s a business expense. 

(c) SEID participants with a county—approved employment plan a_te_ also eligible E): 
employment g training services, including child care aid transportation. 

Sec. 53. [256J.66] ON—THE—JOB TRAINING. 
Subdivision 1. ESTABLISHING THE 0N—THE—JOB TRAINING PRO- 

GRAM. (a) Counfi agencies may develop on—the—job training programs for MFIP—S 
caregiverfi/ho are participatin—g'in employment and training services. A cou—r1'ty agency 
that choosesm Ifirvide on—the—job training may-flake payments to employers for on- 
tT<:1job trainiifg costs that, during the period of—fl1e training, must n_ot exceed 50 ;Ter<§rE 
of the wages paid by theemployerfithe partici-pfit. The payrjntsare deemed to be in 
E>rn.pensatiorfio_r tKaextraordinary?o—st_s associated with training par—tEipants undefThi_s 
section and in compensation for the costs associated—w_ith the lower productivity ofTlIe 
participflduring training. 

— — 1 __ ——- _ —— 

_(_bl Provision o_f an on—the—job training program under tl1_eJ_ol3 Training Partnership 

A_cE E pf itself, does pg qualify a_s an on—the—job training program under gl- 

(c) Participants in on—the—j ob training shall be compensated by the employer at the 
sameTates, including_periodic increases, as ?11_nilE:ly situated empI53Es or trainees—aT1-d 
in .accordance with applicable law, but in :5 event less than the federal or applicable sfite 
minimum wag'e,_ié-vhichever isTglE'.'_—_-‘__—__ 

— — ? 
Subd. 2. TRAINING AND PLACEMENT. (a) County agencies shall limit the 

length of training based on the complexity of the job 2381 the caregiver ’s prev_ioi1sT);pc3~r: 
ence arid training. Placemen—tin an on—the—?o_b7raTning_pTsition with an employer is for 
thepiiiimse of training and empltgment with the same employer xfhoha-s agreed to retfiri E person upon satisfactory completion pf training. 
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(b) Placement of any participant an on—the—-job training position must be compa_t- 
_i_bge with the participant’s assessment and employment plan under section 256J .52. 

Sec. 54. [256J .67] COMMUNITY WORK EXPERIENCE. 
Subdivision 1. ESTABLISHING THE COMMUNITY WORK EXPERIENCE 

PROGRAM. To the extent of available resources, each county agency may establish and 
operate a work experience component for MFIP—S caregivers who are participating in 
employment and training services. This—option for county ageficiesfipersedes the ra 
quirement in sEion 402(a)(1)(B)(iv7(Ythe SociJSecurity Act that caregivers whEaW 
received assistance for two months and who are not exempt from work requirements - 

must participate in a work experience program. The purpose of the work experience com- 
ponent is to enhance the caregiver’s employability and se1f—su—fficiency and to provide 
meaning_fu_l, productive_work activities. The county s.l1—all use this programfian indivifi 
ual after exhausting all other employment opportunities. 'IK=f:~6unty agency shall not re- 
§1TirE1_caregiver tofirticipate in the community work e—xperience programTifiess.~tlTe 
caregiver lis be_e_n_given a_r1_ opfirtihiity tg participate other work activities. 

_- 

Subd. COMMISSIONER’S DUTIES. E commissioner shall assist counties 
i_n_ fire design fl implementation of these components. . 

Subd. 3. EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS. (a) Work sites developed under this section 
are lirnitedT4_3 projects that serve a useful public service such as: health, social service, 
eT1vironmen-tal protectioT,_educati—on, urban and rural dev—elTpffient and redevelopment, 
welfare, recreation, public facilities, public sfitfeommunity service,‘ services to aged 
or disabled citizens, and child care. To the extent possible, the prior training, ski1Ts,_aiId 
experience of a careg_i_\1_er-—rin5_11_st'Et=,—cc>n—s»ic—ler‘ed in making appr—<)13riate work experience_as—— 
signments. 

“W _ 

Q2 Structured, supervised volunteer work with an agency o_r organization, which monitored by E county service provider, may, with th_e approval 9i"tl1_e county agencyi 
be used a_s a_ work experience placement. 

_(_c2 Q a condition 91' placing a_ caregiver in a program under section, fire county 
agency shall provide E caregiver gig opportunity: 

Q) E placement suitable subsidized o_r unsubsidized employment through E: ticipation a _j_(& search; o_r 
(2) for placement in suitable employment through participation on—the—job train- 

‘mg, such employment i_s available. - 

Subd. 4. EMPLOYMENT PLAN. (a) The caretaker’s employment plan must in- 
clude th_e leFgth of time needed in the wo—rk Kperience program, the nee¢T<Fiti_nEe 
job—seel<ing_:7Eiv—itie‘sT;vhile part'i—cipzEing in work experience, and~tHe$=.g_ivc—r?e:-I-11: 
ployment goals. 

— — — _- 
g_b_)_ 

After each months gr 3 caregiver’s participation 3 work experience j_o_l3 placement, E at tl1_e conclusion o_f each work experience assignment under section, 
fie county agency shall reassess ELIE revise, as appropriate, the caregiver’s employment 
plan. 

_(c_) A caregiver may claim good cause under section 256J.57, subdivision 1, f_or {ail--_ 
fie t_o cooperate with a work experience j_o_b placement. 
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~ 
(d) The county agency shall limit the maximum number of hours any participant 

guy v7o—rfinder this section tdthe a—n—1o_uITFof the transitional standard divide-d by the fed- 
eral or applicab1e_sIate minimum wage, wh-ichever is higher. After a‘participan—t_h_a?b% 
§ss_ig_ned to a posfiif for nine months, the particip_ant may not continue in that assEn_- 
ment unl¢§s—the maxim—1Tm_n—umber of Hdurs a particip:amTwTrks is no greate-r—than the 
amount of thetfansitional standard divided by_the rate of pay for ind_ividuals empl5%d—i—r_1 
the same—6r_s_imilar occupations by the same—e_m_pIoE atthe-sa—me site. This limit does no_t 
a—p_ply would prevent a participant from counting toward the federal work participa- 
tion rate. 

Sec. 55. [256J.68] INJURY PROTECTION FOR WORK CE 
PARTICIPANTS. 

Subdivision APPLICABILITY. L) This section must be used to determine pay- 
ment of any claims resulting from an alleged Fry or deatliT)IaT}_)e-rs—()r1participatiJ1g_Ha 
county_cH tribal communityWk—experience prog?am that is approved by the comnfs: 
sioner E operated _—~ _—_ 

~~~

~

~ 

~~~~ 

~~~

~
~ 

~~ (_i2 th_e county agency; 

(_ii2 gig tribe;
~ 

a department pf th_e state; E 
~

~ 
(iv) a community—based organization under contract, prior to April 1, 1997, with a 

countfifincy to provide a community work experience program? or a foo_d stmpTm11: 
munity work experience program, provided the organization has ncfexperienced anfl 
dividual injury lo_s§ pr claim greater E $1,”®o. —_‘ '—_— 

(b) This determination method is available to the community—based organization 
under—clz1us.e (iv) only for claims incurred by participants in the community work experi- 
grge program_9E t__l1_<:_—f_(Ei_ stamp communTy work experi—e‘n—ce_ program. 

~~~

~ 

~~

~ 
(c) This determination method applies to work experience programs authorized by 

the co7n'1mis—sioner for persons applying for or_receiving cash assistance and food stamp_s, 
Ed to the Minnesc)t—aparent’s fair share program and the_cEn1munity ser%firam un- 
der section 518.55 1, subdivision 5a, in a county with an approved community investment 
program f_or obligors. 

Subd. 2. INVESTIGATION OF THE CLAIM. Claims that are subject to this sec- 
tion rEisTbe—investigated by the county agency or the tribal pr3gTaE‘responsib_?leTor-st: 
pe17vis1‘Tg The work to de_term—ine whether the_cl-aimed injury occurred, whethe?E 
claimed maical expenses are reasonable, and‘ whether the loss is covered by the clair-11- 
ant’s insurance. If insuranceToverage is established, the-co‘uWa—gency or tri_bal—program E submit the claim to the appropriate insurance entity for payment. The investigating 
Eiinty agen(:y—'g tribal_p_ro-gram shall submit all valid cla—ims, E arliunt E o_fz1r1_y 
insurance payments, to th_e department Q human services. 

Subd. 3. SUBMISSION OF CLAIM. The commissioner shall submit all claims 
for permanent partial disability compensation_t5The commissioneroflabor and_industry. 
The commissioner of labor and industry shalIi'ev_iew all submitte—d—c1aims—fid recom- 
Hand to the departrnent of lifnan servicejr amount—cTf compensation com-jfirable to 
that whicfwould be provided under the permanent partial disability compensatioh 
Ehedule of sectionT76.101, subdivision—gi

~
~ 

~~

~
~
~
~
~

~

~
~

~
~
~

~
~ 
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Subd. 4. CLAIMS LESS THAN $1,000. The commissioner sfll approve a claim 
of $1:(T(i)—or_1ess for payment if appropriated funTsar§ available, th_e county agency gr 
tribal progTam7<fionsible f0? supervising the work has made the determinationsg 
quired by this section, and iffife work prograrn—vvas ope%d in compliance with the safe- 
ty provisifi of this secti3n'._The commissioner shall pay the portion of an approved 
c—laim of $1,oo6‘oEié§s that is ncT:overed by the clahnE1t_’sTns_ufance withE flee mondrs 
of the Elite of submission. On or before February 1 of each year, the commissioner shall 
s_11l3_1rTittTlE_ appropriate co—rnrFittees of the senat€andW€lmTeWrepresentatives 'a_1Ts't 
of c1ainEW$1,000 or less paid durirEt;l1—<: precedfiralendar year and shall be rei-E17 
bursed by l'egis1ative7a‘pEprTion for any“ claims that exceed theTcEg_i—r1-al_2F)rop'riaTiE 
providedto the commissioner to op(%te_tliis program: Any unsr>—ent money from this ap- 
propriation sfill carry over to_the secontfiar of the bfimiium, and any unfia-r1‘I:?of1_ey 
remaining z_1t_tl—ee_11d o_fTL? §Ed ygtr @ b§reT1rned t_o @-s_ieEeneral _‘ 

Subd. 5. CLAIMS MORE THAN $1,000. On or before February 1 of each year, 
the cofnfissioner shall submit to the appropriate cW1r—rIittees of the senate—a_ri_dtlTh—o_1fse 
ofrepresentatives a_fiTof c1aimsi1—1—excess of $1,000 and a listofaaims of $1,0l)0or less mam nWy1ic—l_l>—y_tE5i"nEs_s_i3ri<Et5,g—etli€rWit7lEriy‘ r%me1i—c'Et_- 
ti—61_1E\ppropriate_c51_lTpE1*sation. These claims shall be heard Edfiarmined by the 
appropriate committees of the senate and house of r_e'pEsehtatives_a'rId, if approved,_mi1s_t 
be paid under E legislati\7a— claims Wncedurefl 1*" 

Subd. 6. COMPENSATION FOR CERTAIN COSTS. Compensation paid und.er 
this sEti_o_nTs limited to reimbursement for reasonable medical expenses and p—erTnHaE 
fifftial disability compensation for disability in like amounts as allow? in section 
176.101, subdivision 2a. Compensation for injuHe§-esulting in datth shall incluvdfiai 
sonable medical expenses and burial expe—nses in addition to pfiment tcfiparticipanfis 
estate in an amount up to $W),000. No compensation shal1—be paid un_d_er_this section for 
pain arflEffering, lostwages, or otlfibenefits providellhi EzIpErT76—.Pafinents made 
Kc1~cer—tl1‘is section shjl be reduced by any proceeds recehzed by thecfiimant from any 
insurarfte policy caanfi the loss. FEW: purposes of this sec—ti5rf “insuranc$liFy? 
does not include the medica—la—ss:—istzir1_ceEogram autli5r'iz—ed under chapter 256B or the 
g’eF:ra—l_assistanc<a—rnedica1 

c_ar__e_ program authorized under chapter 256D. 
_ -- 

Subd. 7. EXCLUSIVE PROCEDURE. The procedure established by this section 
is exclusivebof all other legal, equitable, and statlifiry remedies against the st_ate_,its politi- 
cal subdivisions, or employees of the state or its political subdivisions. The claimant shall 
not be entitled to seek damages fro_m any state, county, tribal, or reservation insura—r1<:-5 
rfiicy o_r self—iTsfirTce program. 

_— _ 
Subd. INVALID CLAIMS. 

_A_ 
claim not valid for purposes of section if me county agency responsible _f_9_r supervising th_e work cannot verify t_o _tE commissioner: Q @_t appropriate safety training an_d information provided to a_ll persons being supervised Q the agency under section; an_d 

(2) that all programs involving work by those persons comply with federal Occupa- 
tional-'S‘aEyand Health Administration and state department of lab<)rT1d industry safety 
standards. A claim that not valid because of failure to verify safety training or com- 
pliance with sfiTqI§§1daH§ will n_ot be flby me department of human serv_ices or through th_e legislative claims process £1 must be heard, decided, arm paid, appropri- 
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g by th_e local government gr tribal program responsible £o_r supervising t_lE work 
o_f th_e claimant. 

Sec. 56. [256J.69] GRANT DIVERSION. 
Subdivision 1. ESTABLISHING THE GRANT DIVERSION PROGRAM. (a) 

County agencies nTay develop grant diversion programs for MFIP—S participants partic_i: 
pating in employ_111—e:r1t and training services. A county agency that chooses to provide 
grant diversion may div§t"to an employer part_or all of the MFIP§ash payment for the 
participant’s assifince uni—t,_iri_compliance_v—v1—'tl1_§=.fi<§r—al—rcegulations-anfilaws. Suchpa—y_— 
ments to an employer aretfifibsidize employfient for MFIP—S particpints as an alteiir; 
Eve to public assistance payments. 

(b) In addition to diverting the MFIP—S grant to the employer, employment and 
trainii _f\—in_d§ mg bgysid t_o sub—sidize th_e grant diimrhsmn placement. 

—— 

(c) Participants in grant diversion shall be compensated by the employer at the same 
ratesfincluding pericfiic increases, as similarly situated emplo—_yees or trainee; afi in ac- 
cordance with applicable law, but E no event less than the federal. or applicafestate 
minimumWfge, whichever_i_§lTgl1E 

_ ——‘ —_ ? — 
‘ 

_ —— 
Subd. 2. TRAINING AND PLACEMENT. (a) County agencies shall limit the 

length of trairrirrg to nine months. Placement in a granfiiversion training p5sTorWi_th—an 
employer is for the purpose of training and employment with the same employer who has 
agreed t_o retain th_e person upon satisfactory completion-E Eaining. 

(b) Placement of Ely participant a grant diversion subsidized training position 
- mustb—ecompatible \7ith the assessment and employment plan or employability develop- 
ment pla_n establishc§l?§ ye recipient under section 2561.52 g 25 6K.03, subdivision 

Sec. 57. [256J.72] N ONDISPLACEMENT IN WORK ACTIVITIES. 
Subdivision NONDISPIACEMENT PROTECTION. For lob assignments 

under j_o§ programs established under chapter gr chapter 256, 256D, pr 256K, the 
county agency must provide written notification t_o and obtain me written concurrence _o_f 
th_e appropriate exclusive bargaining representatives with respect §)_1(_>_b duties covered 
under collective bargaining agreements an_d ensure tl1_at rig work assignment under 
chapter _o_r chapter 256, 256D, gr 256K results 

Q termination, layoff, gr reduction o_f1:h_e work hours pf a_n employee gir t_h3E 
pose p_f hiring an individual under section; 

Q the hiring g E individual _2m_y other person gr layoff, including seasonal 
layoff, from th_e same Q E substantially equivalent j_c_)E 

(3_) any infringement pf t_h_e promotional opportunities o_f21r1_y currently employed 
individual; 

(i) th_e impairment pf existing contract f_or services o_f collective bargaining agree- 
ments; _o_r 

Q a participant filling E established unfilled position vacancy, except £o_r on—the— 
jpb training.

' 

E written notification must be provided t_o tl_1_e appropriate exclusive bargaining 
representatives a_t least g days advance p_f placing recipients temporary public s_er_- 
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vice employment. The notice must include the number of individuals involved, their work locations andmicipated hours o_f work, a summary of lg tasks to be performed, 
and a description—9_f how th_e individuals lg trained fl supervised. 

Subd. 2. DISPUTE RESOLUTION. (a) If there is a dispute between an exclusive 
bargfinfi Epresentative and a county provide? or empToyer over whether j 613 duties are 
within the scope of a collefie bargaining unit, the exclusivebargaining re~p?:sentatiW:',' 
the coun—t}r, the provider, or the employer may-133ti"tTon the bureau of mediation services to 
determine if the job dutiesare within the_s7:cpe of a collective bargaining unit, and :53 
bureau gig Efitfia bir1dir1—g_decision.— —. — ~'— _—— 
@ I_n th_e event 9_f a dispute under section, th_e parties may: 

(1) use a grievance and arbitration procedure of an existing collective bargaining 
agreement to process a dispute over whether a viola—ti(H of lg nondisplacement provi- 
sions has occurred; or 

Q E grievance fl arbitration procedure place, either party may submit th_e 
dispute t_o the bureau. :[‘_h_e commissioner o_f the bureau of mediation services shall estab- 
li_s_h 3 procedure for a neutral, binding resolution o_f die dispute. 

Subd. 3. STATUS OF PARTICIPANT. A participant may not work in a temporary 
public service or community service job for a public employer fofifiore tha?f67 working 
days or 536 ho_urs, whichever is grea—te:r:_as~part of a work pro—grEes—t‘a1T)lis—h%de.r 
-cl1a—r)tE E 256D, 256], or 256K A partic_ipa—n‘t_w_ho—e3r—cais the time limits in this_s1_1E 
divisioniTapublic emplofie, as that term is used? chapter 1'/TA.:I.I1)on the—writ—teriE 
quest of H16 exclusive bargair1"1r1,<;_1‘e]r‘3‘r"c:_s_<=,rEza.ti:\/(3,? county or publ'i.c:?rv?e employer 
shall nEk_e_availab1e to the affected exclusive bargaining representative a report of hours 
Wdrlred by participarfsitemporary public service or community service j_<)l)_s._‘ 

Sec. 58. [256J .74] RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER PROGRAMS. 
Subdivision 1. SOCIAL SERVICES. The county agency shall refer a participant 

for social servicesthat are offered in the coufiof financial respEb—ilW accordingfio 
E6 criteria establis@lFthat count_y Fgency unda Minnesota Rules, parts 9550.0010 t_o 
T500092. A payment issued from federal funds under title XX of the Social Security 
Act, state funds under the Comifimity Social Services Act,_EcE1l—c)1's—t:1te child welfare M1575 county fi1ndsirTa payment month must not resft MFIP——S_eli_-gibility or reduce 
_t_l§ monthly assistance—payment Er E participant. 

Subd. _CONCURRENT ELIGIBILITY, LIMITATIONS. A county agenfl must not count an applicant E participant as a member of more than one assistance 
a given payment month, except as provided clauses _(_12 

(1) A participant who a member of an assistance unit in this state is eligible to be 
inc1ud<§i 3 second assistance unit £5 fTrst full month gag t_h_T participant leave-SEE 
first assistance an_d lives with a second assistance unit. 

(2) An applicant whose needs are met through foster care that is reimbursed under 
title IV-:}3ff the Social Security Act1TrtTfirst part of an a;—1p1'i?:a1tTr1_ month is eligible to 

for the remai_tT1gpaF 5fTl1e?1<)_r1tT1— in which the applicant returns 
home. Title IV—E p_a-y‘nE1ts and adoption assistance payments mu§t_be considered pro~ 
rated pflnents rather _tl_1a2 a_du_plication o_f MFIP—S need. 

_ ‘- 
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Subd. 3. EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE, ASSISTANCE UNIT VVIT H A MI- 
NOR CHIIE). An MFIP-S assistance unit with a minor child or a pregnant woman with- 
out a minor child—is eligible for emergeTy Esistance when the assistance unit meets the 
Euirements in section 256Fl8, subdivision 

— _- - 
Subd. 4. MEDICAL ASSISTANCE. Medical assistance eligibility for MFIP—S 

participants—_s_lLll E determined as described chapter 256B.
— 

Sec. 59. [256J.75] COUNTY OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY POLI- 
CIES. 

Subdivision 1. COUNTY OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY. The county of 
financial responsibility is the county in which: a minor child or pregnant wE1'an lives5 
the date the application_is_§gned, uriess subdivision 4 applies. When more tl_iHon_e 
Eoirrfyfis-fi_nancially responsible for the members of an assistance unit, financiafiphcfi 
sibility r_nust be assigned to a sing—l?c—<Enty beginnEg—the first day of the calendar month 
after th<%s—is_t_ance unit n?1_fibers are required to be in_asiEgTe?ssis_taTce unit. Financial 
'r§p-on—sibility mustil-)e_assigned toThe county tfit_vs/E initially responsible?» the assis- 
tance unit merfifith the earfisfiate of a})_1-)EcTion. The county in whicht_lE assis- 
tance 11—nit is currentl—y?esi7ding becorHe?fEancially resptfiible for th_e entire awsgstance 
unit be_gi-nn_ing two full calendar months after the month in which—fi_nah—cial responsibility 
was consolidated in one county. 

Subd. 2. CHANGE IN RESIDENCE. (a) When an assistance unit moves from one 
county to aFother and continues to receive assistance, the new county of residence be- 
comes tfe county ffinancial responsibility when that%‘sis-ta—nce unit Ens lived in th—at 
county Fnonexcluded status for two full calendar m—c>—riths. “NonexcFdecTst-zfis7’ Eezfis 
the peri3'd of residence F1.tl.—f_l—SE)_llT)Il$3I‘Cd excluded time under section 25 6G.02, sub- 
dfiision 6.—When a mincTr?h_il<Fnoves from one c'ountyTcEnother to reside with a dif?r- 
ent caregfi/er, the Earegiver in the forrnT=.'r7oErEy is eligifie to recei_ve assist_aT1ce"for that 
c—hild only throu—gh the last dfi Ehe month of thenhove. The_caregiver in the new_c_6u—1ity 
becorfi-s_e1igib1e to receiv3a_ssTistance for tfiaild the fiEt_ day of theTn3rTtlT)llowing 
fire EB _o_r t_h_e d_a_t_e 9_f application, wli$he‘ve@l_atj—- -— T _' 

(b) When an applicant moves from one county to another while the application is 
pendiiig, the cofity where applicatio7r1Er_st—occurred isthe county of fir_1a-ncial respons? 
bility untiIt_he applicant has lived in thenrfw county fdr t-wwo full caie_ndar months, unless 

fie applTaiit7s move <§)v‘cer_eTun_de—r-s?c§on 256GT2:sT1.1l-3d—i\rision 

Subd. Ci RESPONSIBILITY FOR INCORRECT ASSISTANCE PAY- 
MENTS. A county of residence, when different from tlg county o_f financial responsibil- 
ity, will be charged by the commissioner for the value of incorrect assistance payments 
and medical assistance paid to or on behalf_o_f—2E:rson WFO was not eligible to receive that 
amount. Incorrect payments include payments to an ineligible person or family resulting 
from decisions, failures to act, miscalculations,—or_overdue recertificat_ion. However, fi- 
Eial responsibility does not accrue for a counfi when the recertification is overdue—a—t 
the time the referral is reTai\7e_d by the c'51in7;y of residence3r_when the county_ of financifi 
fiponsibility does not act on the re—c:<)mmendation of the c5unty of?§sidence. When fed- 
eral or state lavTec1Ei?e—s-t_hat medical assistance co—n_tiEe after assistance ends, this sub- 
Tit/_is§)@—g—overns finflial responsibility E th_e exteHE§i medical assistaria __- 

Subd. -4. EXCLUDED TIME. When an applicant or participant resides in an E1: 
eluded time facility § described section 2_5_6G.02, subdTvision _6_, E13 county 
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nancially responsible for th_e applicant o_r participant tlg county which tg Qiflearrt 
or participant last resided outside such a facility immediately before entering tl1_e facility. 
When an appli<:—ant or participant lEs—n3t resided in this state for any time other than ex- 
cluded_t_ime as defined in sectionf6F.02, subdi7I‘i§i5f1§1e—I:—oT1nty7tEt_is_fi—r17c1Eam 
responsfifoflr the applicant or participant is the county ifvmch the ap';Tc§1t or partici- 
pant resides'5rTt'l'1e date fire application figned. 

_ — - 
Sec. 60. [256J .76] COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE AID. 
Subdivision 1. ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS. Beginning July _1_, 1997, 

counties will recei% federal funds from the TANF block grant for use in suppciting eligi- 
bility, fraud control, and other related administrative functions. The federal funds avail- 
able for distribution, a1s.—<ieterlnined by the commissioner, must beg amount equal to fed- 
Ealadministrative aid distributed for fi—sca1 year 1996 under titles IV—A and IV—F of the 
fiial Security Actin effect priofi) 0ctoEr-'1, 1996. This amount ma includeE 
amount paid for h)—c_al—collabor%es_under sectimis 245.497 and 25613T13;butmustrTc3t 
include 2Ein—i'str.2Te aid associated with child care under secfion 119B.05,_with emer- 
gency assistance intensi—ve family preservation sewTces under section 256.871~1,—vvith ad- 
ministrative activities as part of the employment and training services under section 
256.736, or fraud.pre_v§1tEnEvestigation activities under section 256.983. 

Subd. 2. ALLOCATION OF COUNTY FUNDS. The commissioner shall deter- 
mine_ancTH13cate the funds available to each county, on a calendar year basis, faiafiofnfi 
al to the amount paid to each county for fiscal year 1996, excluding the amount paid for 
Ec§lc—ollaborative§I1rEl<:Tsections 245.4932 arW56F.13. For the peEd beginnfiifi 
1, 1997, and ending December 3_1, 1998, eghcoilnty &al1 percent o_f §5‘s_§ 
year a1lo—ca_tion. 

Subd. MONTHLY PAYMENTS TO COUNTIES. E commissioner shall pa_y 
counties monthly as federal funds ar_e available. E commissioner may certify the pay- ments @ fire three months o_f a calendar year.

- 
Subd. 4. REPORTING REQUIREMENT. The commissioner shall specify re- 

quirements for reporting according to section 256T, subdivision 2, Eragraph (17_). 
Each countyfiall be reimbursed at a r—ate of 50 percent of eligible expenditures up to the ———— —”—_*:—"__~_-* 

Sec. 61. NOTICE AND REFERRAL PROCEDURES FOR DOMESTIC VID- LENCE VICTIMS. 
The commissioner o_f human services shall develop procedures for the county agen- 

cies a_n§_ their contractors t_o identify victims rg domestic violence. The procedures must 
provide, at a minimum, universal notification t_o a_ll applicants id recipients of MFIP~S 
that:

_ 
(L) referrals t_o counseling £1 supportive services a_re available ffl victims of Q2 mestic violence; 

_(_2_) nonpermanent resident battered individuals married to U.S. citizens or perma- nent residents may be eligible t_o petition E permanent residency under fie Violence Against Women Act, and E referrals ‘Q appropriate legal services are available; Ed 
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(3) victims of domestic violence are exempt from the 60-month limit on assistance 
whilejie individual is complying wifir-an approved sa—fi3ty plan, as defintfi in section 
256J.49,_subdivision_l 

—_ _- — _ 
Notification must be in writing and orally at the time of application and recertifica- 

tion, when the indi—v_i_duaTis_referred to—the title IT/:l35lWl§i1pport agenc3I,—and at the be- 
gifiing of E 1'92 training or work_;>_la3em<§1t_§tarT program. —- _ ~—._ 

Sec. 62. DISCONTINUATION OF WAIVERS. 
If the federal government refuses to continue waivers granted on or before August 

11, 1996,-or the federal government refuses to modify such waiverfisfequested by the 
de_partmerfofTuman services, then the deparfment of h_uEan services may impfiiéfii 
the MFIP—S—program in complificefith the federaTmand'ate until theerfi of the next 
Egislative session. The_departmentofF1__mE‘services shall publi_ssh.it§d<acEoi1~t(_>i_m$ 
ment the federal mafiate in the State_ Register E propose legislationto addressthe con- 
flict in the next legislative~se—ssion. 

Sec. 63. COUNTY PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. 
£a_) Beginning w 1, 1998, g each quarter thereafter, the commissioner of human 

services shall inform counties g each county’s performance Q th_e following mea- 
Q_)_ _l@ p2_ts_e1Lcl reduction; 
Q2 a_v<=._rag_e placement _w_age_ its; 
(3_) rate of job retention fiter grg 
0:) placement % _’1n_t<) unsubsidized jpl3s_; 
§5_) federal participation requirements a_s specified title 1 o_f Public Law Number 

104-193 of th_e Personal Responsibility an_d Work Opportunity Ac_t o_f 1996; 

£62 me average length o_f time Q individual receives public assistance, beginning 
with ml MFIP$ applicants, ad th_e rite of recidivism; and 

_(7_) the Egg placement g an individual unsubsidized employment. 

(b) l_3y January 1, 1998, E counties and the commissioner shall establish perform- 
ance standards _f_(£ each gt: th_e measures para-graph (_al 

(_c_) _B_y Ely £ 1998, t_lE counties an_d _tl_1e commissioner shall develop a plan t_o allo- 
cate, if such sanctions occur, federal sanctions between th_e state @ counties resulting 
from a failure Q meet me performance standards specified file 19f Public Law Num- 
gar 104-193 of die Personal Responsibility a_nd Work Opportunity Act o_f 1996. 

_(d_) E commissioner shall report th_e plfl t_o IE legislature b_y October £ 1998. 
Sec. 64. FINDINGS; CONTINGENT BENEFIT STANDARDS. 
Subdivision FINDINGS. E95 purposes of Minnesota Statutes, sections 2561.12 E 256143, fire legislature makes the following findings: 
(L) th_e legislature statutorily required t_o_ balance E state budget, a_r_1$ balanc- E fie state budget, faces competing funding priorities with limited resources; 
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(2) the legislature expects that federal financial support fo_r state—administered ylel-_ 
fare Egfims, including th_e Minnesota family investment program, decrease th_e 
wake o_f the federal welfare reform legislation; 

(3) many states are using the flexibility given t_o them under @ federal welfare 1:-‘ 
form legislation t_o enact more restrictive welfare programs than Minnesota; 

(4) despite likely weaker federal financial support @ th_e trend other states _to_— 
wardrfiore restrictive welfare programs, the legislature wishes t_o continue tp reform th_e 
state’s welfare system and manage funds appropriated for the Minnesota family invest- 
ment program so that thc-Wate may provide meaningful zfififince Q all needy Minneso- 
ta families and their children; 

(5) the legislature intends t_o provide a safety E for recent interstate migrants Ed t_o 
encourage their se1f——sufficiency; 

Q Minnesota county human service agencies have reported t_o the commissioner o_f 
human services verified cases o_f individuals from other states t_o_ state a_t least flail 
because state has higher cash assistance benefits; 

Q) th_e legislature anticipates that, as other states further restrict their welfare pg 
grams, migration t_o state by families seeking higher welfare benefits increase 
significantly arm may cause expenditures in excess of lg funds appropriated for this pro- 
gram; 

(8) the policy of the state of Minnesota is to make welfare benefits a neutral factor in 
a family’s decision to—rEove to Minnesota, Whhzh is required for the state to continue its 
commitment to refofin its wefiare system and to prdvide meanfi,-gE1laTst§ice for needy 
Minnesota families an_dMQe_ir children; 

— — 
(9) if new residents experience any harm under Minnesota Statutes, sections 

2561.12 a_r-1d2:56J .43, such harm is mitigaTed, since new residents, if eligible, can receive 
benefits immediately tmder a hardship exemption; an—din all cases,i—feligible, % receive 
cash assistance after 30 days; if eligible, they will reTive the cash assistance based on the 
Es-—istance standard they would have received in their previous state of residence for fam- 
ilies of the same size; 

—'_ _--" 
(19) without Minnesota Statutes, sections 256J .12 E 2561.43, th_e hardship t_o tfi 

state E needy families £1 children would be great because significant reductions in 
welfare benefits likely occur; id 

_(_11_) Minnesota Statutes, sections 256J.12 fl 2561.43, advance the public interest 
o_f continuing t_o provide meaningful assistance t_o needy Minnesota families gig 
children while providing 

a_ safety n_et f_or recent interstate migrants. 

Subd. 2. REDUCTION IF COURT ENJOINMENT. In the event a court enjoins 
enforcemenTof Minnesota Statutes, section 256J .12 or 256J.4§:th_is §E1fiiv‘isTofi‘s1mtE 
ply. Beginning July 1, 1997, the commissioner of human services shall monitor the num- 
ber_of individuftpplicantsfir AFDC under Minnesota Statutesfcliapter 256,—and for 
pub]? assistance under this chapter who have lived in this state for less thanE:$§=,<—:i1-: 
_ti_\§ months and shall irfilement clHs7es(T) to (3) VvlEtlTe_cc7rEri1_is_si51Ter_determmE 
that the cumulfattiw/Tnumber of such app1iEaf1Esi—nce Julyf 1997, has reached at least 
1—,’5l)E_E commissioner sha_ll:'— 

__ fl — _ *- 
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(1) reduce the assistance standards for the AFDC program and the transitional stan- 
dardsT6r the MF_fi5—S program under thischapter for all recipierIts_b1_1WJnly in an amafrfi 
suffici<e—ntt—o remain within the forecagd budgetfiofihose programsTe_d1—r-cE)ns shall 
take effectbegirming with pa—yments made at the staTt_ of the second calendar montlmf: 
Killing the commissioner_’s determination tlTat—tHéc5i1¢i—iti'6ns specified in this paragrap_h 
have ocErred; make caregivers who havefrecfin this state for less than_17consecutive 
fills ine1igib"1FEo‘r child care a?meE;i?;VTd€dTE&rEm7ATbTMfIP$, MFIP- 
R, and MFIP progrhfitrs, and the basic sliding fee child care program. Education and train- 
ing are not work activities for purposes of caregivers who have lived in this state for less 
tlEn—12~rEonths. These caggivers shalnmmediatelymrrfiyu w_it_l1_j3b—sea_rEh—re-c1_uE:: 
Fnfitsfl until there is an offer of suitable employment, and the caggiw/T shall accept any 
9ff_e_r _c§?1r_itWe'e~mpToyE€nI;_ 

‘ 
~_ — —— — 

(_22 notify th_e fiscal and policy chairs o_f E house an_d senate human services com- 
mittees ga_t t_l_1_e reductions have taken place; and 

Q) formulate a p_k1_n tg b_e presented t_o t_hf Egg legislative session. 
Sec. 65. TRANSFER FUNDING. 
Effective 1311 £ 1997, ah funding related to t_h_e child E assistance programs up: 

d_er Minnesota Statutes, section 256.035, subdivision _8_, is transferred t_o Ere commission- 
er of children, families, and learning. 

Sec. 66. TRIBAL EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAM; REPORT. 
Subdivision 1. AUTHORITY. Effective July 1, 1997, the commissioner of human 

services, in conjunction with Indian tribes in t@tate, shall develop and pres§rt to me 
legislaturga plan for prorfidiirg state funds i_r1_su—pport ofjfi-mily assistan_—ce progra-rn ad- 
ministered B37-I—rr-dia'n tribes thatfiz a reservation in tEs—state and have federal approval 
to operate a~tribal pro_gHm.fiiE'n'-must identify—tlIcfi>ri~1T1ar—y—a-rr—anEe:ments needed to 
effect tribaI Eirristration aET1e?cEd funding, including agreements with a consortium 
of tribes, that accurately reflect thestate funding levels for Indian peopTe§ would other- 
wise be aV7a—iIable to MFIP—S proEar_nFecipients. This plan must be develfined consistent W the requirements set forth in the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Re_m)r1—dliation Act of 1996, Pulfidfaw Number 104-193, SEE’) 412(b)(1)(B). For 
purposes of thisTm:tT5n, “Indian tribeTneans a tribe, band, nation, or other federally rec: 
ognized grodp-or community o_f Indians. 

Subd. REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE. The plan referred to in subdivision 
1 gig E resulting proposal fg legislation must be presented t_o the legislature by% 
cember _1§_, 1997. 

Subd. TRIBAL AGREEMENTS. Once the plan in subdivision 1 is presented to 
gig approved by th_e legislature a_Il_C1_ signed TIE lzr_vs/, me commissioner authorized t_o 
enter ‘mtg agreements with Indian tribes E consortia of tribes consistent with fire plan. 

Subd. 4. TRIBAL AND STATE COORDINATION. The commissioner shall 
consult with_Indian tribes in the state when formulating generfiolicies regarding—th_e 
irnplem<:—rrtation of th—e@e_’s pE)li_cassistance program operated under title IV-—A of tl1—e 
Social Security lKct.—'I'l1e commissioner shall take into consideration cirarnstancgi 
fecting Indians, i_n-JuTng circumstancesT<lE1tIfElb—3I—Indian tribes, when designing HE 
state’s program. The state shall provide Indians withefiuitable access to assistance as pr? 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut:

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



585 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 85, Art. 1 

vided in the Personal Responsibility a_n_cl Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act _of 1996, 
Pub1ic_£a_w Number 104~193, section 402(a)(5). 

Subd. 5. EMPLOYMENT TRAINING. Nothing section precludes a_1EI_n; 
dian tribe in_this state from participating employment a.n_d training or child fig£ 
gfidns othe_rwYe available by law to Indian tribes under: 

_(1_) th_e MFIP program under Minnesota Statutes, sections 256.031 t_o 256.0361,Q 
its successor program; 

(2) project STRIDE under Minnesota Statutes, section 256.736, o_r successor pro- 
gram; 

(_3_) child care programs for tribal program participants; agl 
Q th_e Minnesota injury protection program. 
Subd. 6. TRIBAL SOVEREIGN STATUS. Nothing in this section shall be 

constn1_e:dto-waive, modify, exp and, or diminish the sovereignty—of'fe7ieral1y recognized 
Indian tribes, nor shall any Indian tribes be requhedin any way tojeny their sovereignty 
or waive tl1eir_i1nn1—un—itE:xcept asr_nandated by federE1v7a:s.-:3-rcacjfitarnjit of enterin—g 
into an ag—r<§§ment with the state Eider this section. 

—_ 
Subd. 7. PLANNING. The commissioner of human services shall assist tribes, in a 

collabfifive effort, with thefivelopment of tlE plan under subrliTsion 1 and elfdfts 
associated with such E27/elcfiment. Such effo?t§§l1afil'_n1c1ude, but not be lirfiifitifi 
collection receipt of public assistanceWndians, un<§npEjF1entrates_witlT 
tribal service delivery areas,'a—nd dissemination (F information and researclrlhe com- 
missioner shall provide techniTl assistance t_o tribal welfare reftfm task force1T1embers 
and tribes rfparding the implementation and operation of public assisfrce programs and 
asgstance t_o fies to develop th_e E filer subdivision — 

Sec. 67. FORECASTING FUNDS. 
The MFIP—S program is not an entitlement. For the assistance to families grants part 

of th<Edget, the commissidner of human serviceysfll not expend—more funds than the 
Epropriationsmade available byThe legislature. ApTq)HEions made available EEE1‘. 
clude the state appropriated funds and federal funds specified for this purpose and other 
availafi fms transferred from otflaccounts as allowed by Lfilrlescta law. Regardleg 
of this limitation on expenditures, the total projected costs of this program must be fore- 
c_z1satfi and recogn_ized in the fundb—2dan5e. 

-1 _ 
Sec. 68. STUDY; NONCUSTODIAL MINOR PARENTS. 
The commissioner shall study and report back to the legislature by February 1, 

1998,—with recommendaticafifor legifiive chang§reEtedto minor parents and theob; 
ligationsaf noncustodial minor—parents and their parents to cover the cost of carlfifirtle 
custodial parent and child who are living in households specified in Minnesota Statutes, 
section 25 6J .14,'sFbdivisiB'_n1,_paragraph (a), o_r in other adu1t:supervised living ar- 
rangements. 

_ — _ —‘— — 
Sec. 69. ADMINISTRATIVE RULES. 
The commissioner of human services may adopt rules to implement Minnesota Stat- 

utes, chapters 25 6] arm 256K. Because o_f E need Q flexible a_n£l swift means o_f imple- 
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menting this program statewide, the rules adopted by the commissioner to implement this 
program are exempted from Minnesota Statutes, chapter 14, until February 28, 1999. The 
commissioner shall prepare legislation for submission to the legislature in 1998 incorpo- 
rating the substa_nc7e pf any rules adoptedunder sc§tio—n gig repealing those rules. 

Sec. 70. STUDY OF WORKING FAMILIES EXCEPTION TO 60—MONTI-I 
LIMIT. 

The commissioner of human services shall report to the legislature by January 15, 
19983 the feasibility Sf establishing an aéption to_the—60—month lif?time limito—n 
TANF:fun_d_ed assistancgfor families inWhich the carggixfir or caregivers are en1pTyE 
for a substantial number Ehours eaar week Fare both employed andatending an 
Qludational program. 

_ __ — —_ j :2‘ —‘ _—~_ - 
Sec. 71. TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME COUNTED. 
Effective January 1, 1999, notwithstanding any provision of Minnesota Statutes, 

chapter 25 6)’ , to the confary, eligibility for assistaneg under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 
25 6J , the MinEs—ota family investment ;T()gram—statewide, must count income from all 
unrelatT:d individuals living th_e household order t_o qualw MFIP—S ass§ta—nc_e-. 

Sec. 72. REPAYMENT OF POST-SECONDARY EDUCATIONFUNDS; 
PROPOSAL REQUIRED. 

By February 15, 1998, the commissioner of human services, in consultation with 
repre§ntatives of c—oT1nty agen—<:ies, must develop_ and submit to the legislature a prop_o_s?l 
that specifies a rfithodology for the?payment of—funds under Minnesota Statutes 1996, 
-s-e:c_tion 25 61%, subdivision 4-lT_T1Tcommission'e_r ’s proposal must not apply the method- 
ologyretroactively to participants who had a post-secondary education or training pro- 
gram approved undef that section-baifefie date that the commissionefsproposal, if—en_- 
acted, becomes effective. 

__ — 
Sec. 73. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 
l__f afl provision pf ac_t enjoined from implementation pr found unconstitu- 

tional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions shall remain valid 
and shall be given full effect. 

Sec. 74. REPEALER. 
(a) Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 256.12, subdivisions 9, 10, 14, 15, 19, 20, 21, 

22, mi 23; 256.72; 256.73, subdivisions 1, 1a, 1b, 2, 3a, 3b, 5, 5£,‘fi,"8§,"9T1T,a‘fiHE 
2‘5‘67§4f256.7365, subdivisions 1, 2, 3,’Zt,”5‘, 6,‘73nfisT25‘6.7'36”6§5‘6‘.7§fi5‘6“.738; 
256.7381; 256.7382; 256.7383; 25‘67§<EZsK7_385;"2"5‘6.7386; 256.7387; 256.7388; 
256.739; 256.74, subdivisions 1, 1a, 1b, 2, and 6; 256.745; 256.75; 256.76, subdivision 1; 
256.78; 256.80; 256.81; 256.84; 256.85; 256.86; 256.863; 256.871; and 256.879, are re- 
pealed effective J_uly L , 

: _-— 

Q Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.736, subdivisions _1_6£d18_,a§ repealed V 

effective June 59, 1997.
- 

(_c)_ From January 5 1998, tg March ::_1_, 1998, me statutory sections listed para- 

graph (_a2 apply only counties th_at operate E MFIP field tial ag that continue Q pi-_ 
Xide project STRIDE services t_o members o_f th_e MFIP comparison group, gig those 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by star-ikeeutv

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



587 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 85, Art. 2 

counties tlE1_t have E completed conversion to MFIP—S employment an_d training se: 
vices. 

(d) From April 1, 1998, through June Q, 1998, t:h_e sections listed paragraph gal 
are effective 9r_ily counties th_at operate a_n MFIP field 11% th_at continue t_o provide 
pfiject STRIDE services to members gtl'1_e comparison group. 

Sec. 75. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Q Sections _2_, L gs, _1g % 3 Q 6_1, E 6_4 are effective {H 3, 1997. 
Q E remaining provisions of article are effective January § 1998, unless 

otherwise specified th_e section. 

ARTICLE 2 

WORK FIRST PROGRAM PILOT PROJECTS 
Section 1. [256K.01] WORK FIRST PROGRAM. 
Subdivision CITATION. Sections 256K.01 t_o 256K.09 may 3 cited astlg _work 

first program. 

Subd. 2. DEFINITIONS. As used in sections 256K.01 to 256K.09, the following 
words have_E meanings given them. 

a “Applicant” means an individual who has submitted a re uest for assistance and ___j__.___.______,______‘l_______-__ 
_l_i_a_s_ never received an AFDC, MFIP—S o_r a family general assistance grant through t_l§ MAXIS computer system as a caregiver, or an applicant whose AFDC, MFIP—S or family 
general assistance application Eng denied o_r benefits were terminated 512 E3 noncom- 
pliance with work requirements. 

@ “Application date” means the @ E Minnesota county agency receives a 
signed E dated combined application form@ 

(c) “CAF” means a combined application fonn on which people apply for multiple 
assiste1—nce programs, including: cash assistance,_r-&1—1g7_ee cash assistance, Minfisota sup- 
plemental aid, food stamps, medi—ca1 assistance, generalassistance medical care, cine}: 
gency assistan(:(:,Tnergency medical assistance, and emergency general assisfife med- 
ical care. 

@ “Caregiver” means a parent or eligible adult, including a pregnant woman, yfl 
i_s flit pf th_e assistance _tha_t E applied E o_r receiving an AFDC, MFIP—S, 3 
family general assistance grant. In a two—parent family, both parents are caregivers. 

(_e) “Child support” means 3 voluntary o_r court—ordered payment by absent parents 
'3 an assistance unit. 

Q “Commissioner” means the commissioner g human services. 
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(g) “Department” means E department gt human services. 
(h) “Employability development plan” or “EDP” means a plan developed by the ap- 

plicafiwith advice from the employment advisor, for the purposes of identifying an em- 
ployment goal, improving work skills through certif$ation or ed_ucation, trairririgfi 
skills recertification, and which addresses barriers t_o_ employnfint.

_ 
Q “EDP status report form” means a program form on which deferred participants 

indicate what Es been achieved t_lE participant’s employability development p_la_n_ an_d 
t_l§ types o_f problems encountered. 

(1') “Employment advisor” means a program staff member who is qualified to assist 
the participant to develop a job search or employatfiz deVé10pIFI1t plan, matcht_he par- 
ticipant with existing job openings, refir the participant to employers, and has an exten- 

fle knofidge of emfioyers tl1_e@._" 
_ __—_ 

(k) “Financial specialist” means a program staff member who is trained to explain 
the b<=.—ruefits offered under the program: determine—e—ligibility foififerent assistance pro- 
grams, and broker other res—ources from employers and the c_o~mmunity.

: 
£l_) 

“Job network” means individuals E a person may contact t_o learn more about 
particular companies, inquire about jo_b leads, o_r discuss occupational interests fig eg 
pertise. 

(in) “Job search allowance” means the amount of financial assistance needed to sup- 
port j_o_b search. 

(n_) “Job search plan” E “JSP” means th_e specific plan developed by me applicant, 
with advice from fire employment advisor, t_o secure a ]1 § soon as possible, and focus 
gig scope o_f 1:l1_ej'_(& search process a_n_c_l other activities. 

(0) “JSP status report form” means a program form on which participants indicate 
the number of submitted job applications, job interE\7Is—l1-eld, jobs offered, other out- 
Emes achiared, problemsencountered, and the total number—of_hours spent onTbb 
search perweek. 

—__ — j — _— j _ —_ 
Q) “Participant” means a recipient who required t_o participate I:h_e work 

program. 

(3) “Program” means th_e work first program. 

gr) “Provider” means E employment Ed training agency certified by me commis- 
sioner o_f economic security under section 268.871, subdivision 

(s) “Self—employment” means employment where people work for themselves rath- 
er than an employer, are responsible for their own work schedule, and do not have taxes or 
FICA withheld by an employer. 

(t) “Self—sufiiciency agreement” means the agreement between the county or its 
repres—entative and the applicant that describesfie activities that the aplfiant must—co; 
duct and the neTe§sa_Ty services 231- aid to be fufiished by th—ce—c<)1—1n-ty to enable—tl—1e'inTii: 
%a_1T)TnTeet the purpose of ei'ther—We_job search plarTor—employabFity developrfeifi E — —# _ —_ 

~ 

—— — __F 
(u) “Subsidized job” means a job that is partly reimbursed by the provider for cost of 

wages E participants Q13 progrgn. 
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Subd. 3. ESTABLISHING WORK FIRST PROGRAM. The commissioners of 
humafsefvices and economic security may develop and establishpilot projects whifi 
require applicantsT)r aid under AFDC, I7Il—7TP—S or fam—ily general as_sisE1nce t_o meet me 
requirements o_f fie?»/_ofi< program. E purpose o_f the program E 
Q ensure th_at the participant working as early a_s possible; 

(2) promote greater opportunity fo_r economic self—support, participation, all mg: 
bility the work force;E 
Q minimize th_e f_or long-—term welfare dependency. 

Subd. 4. PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION. The program must lg administ_eied_ 
in a \%'y“t’l‘1at', in addition to the county agency, othe§ctors in the'c_o_mmunity such as 
e_m'pl—o.yer_sW>rn the pub1ic_an(Tprivate sectors, not——for—profit cFga—r1izations, educational 
ar1_d social seWcT1gencies_,_labor unions, and neighborhood associations ar_e involved. 

Subd. PROGRAM DESIGN. 115 program shall meet th_e following princiifi 
Q work the primary means g economic support; 
(2) the individua1’s potential is reviewed during the application process to determine 

l_1_<_)_w_ tp approach ya‘ jo_b market aggressively; 

Q public a_id such a_s cash fl medical assistance, child care, child support assur- 
ance, E other cash benefits are used to support intensive j_ob search and immediate 
work; z_1_nd_ 

Q maximum E made o_f ta_x credits t_o supplement income. 
Subd. DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER. In addition to any other duties imposed 

by law, the commissioner shall: 

Q establish gig program according t3 sections 256K.01 to 256K.09 a_rd allocate money g appropriate t_o pilot counties participating the program; 

(_2_) provide systems development § staff training; 
Q accept and supervise th_e disbursement o_f E funds that may be provided fg 

other sources f_or use th_e demonstration program; and 
Q direct a study t_o safeguard fie interests o_f children. 
Subd. DUTIES OF COUNTY AGENCY. E county agency shall: 
Q collaborate with th_e commissioners of human services Ed economic security 

and other agencies t_o_ develop, implement, and evaluate gig demonstration g Ere work 
first program; 

Q operate th_e work first program partnership with private and public employers, 
local industry councils, labor unions, fli employment, educational, _a_nd social service 
agencies, according t_o subdivision E 

~ Q ensure LIE program components such a_s client orientation, immediate jo_b 
search, jpb development, creation g temporary public service jobs, jo_b placements, angl postplacement follow—up g implemented according t_o th_e work first program. 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by stpikeeuk

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 85, Art. 2 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 590 

Subd. DUTIES OF PARTICIPANT. E E eligible fg an AFDC, MFIP—S pr 
family general assistance benefit, 3 participant shall cooperate the county agency, 
th_e provider, gfl fire participant’s employer a1_l aspects pf @ program. 

Sec. 2. [256K.015] ELIGIBILITY FOR WORK FIRST. 
To E eligible fg work first, ap applicant must meet t_l_1e_ eligibility requirements 5:" AFDC 9_r MFIP$, whichever effect fie county, t_o E extent % those require- 

ments are not inconsistent with this chapter. 

Sec. 3. [256K.02] PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS; PROGRAM EXPECTA- 
TIONS. 

All applicants selected for participation are expected to‘ meet the requirements under 
the w3rl< first program. Payments for rent and utilities up to the AFDC, MFIP—S, or fami- 
Fgeneral assistance program benefits to which the assistance unit is entitled will be ven- 
d_or paid for as many months as the appficant is eligible or six E51515, whichever cofw 
Est_.fie~r3s—idual amount aftef V_/-6—I_ld0I‘ payment, if any,Vvim3e paid to the recipient, un- 

§ a wage sufiy under section 2%KE4:'§iil>_ci_ixE(_)rT
- 

Sec. 4. [256K.03] PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS. 
Subdivision 1. NOTIFICATION OF PROGRAM. Except for the provisions in 

this section, the pfovisions for the AFDC, MFIP—S, and family gig»? assistance a}; 
plication procgs shall be fomwe_d. Within two days afir receipt of a completed COE 
bined applicationWm,_the county agency 11Fst?fc:rT5E1e providgr the applicant who 
meets the conditions und—er section 256K.O2, amfirotif-y—tE: applicanfin writing of_th_e 
program-including tl1_e following provisions: 

_- — — _— 
_(_1_)_ 

notification that, a_s gg o_f th_e application process, applicants Lag required t(_) a_t- 
tend orientation, t_o E followed immediately by E jg search; 
Q the program provider, E date, time, Ed location o_f the scheduled program 

orientation; '
' 

Q tl1_e procedures for qualifying fcg 1n_d receiving benefits under me program; 
_(fl_) th_e immediate availability o_f supportive services, including, b_11t n_ot limited3 

child care, transportation, medical assistance, an_d other work—related Eg 
Q_) th_e rights, responsibilities, and obligations g participants tl_1§ program, 

cluding, b_1E E limited tg th_e grounds for exemptions an_d deferrals, th_e consequences E refusing or failing to participate fully, Ed tlg appeal process. 
Subd. PROGRAM ORIENTATION. E county must g1_'ve a face—to—face 

orientation regarding E program to E; applicant within Egg days after fie da_te pf ap: 
plication. ’I_‘he orientation must be designed t_o inform Q13 applicant 9_f_:_ 

£1_) tlg importance pf locating and obtaining a jo_b § soon § possible; 
_(2_) benefits t_o 2 provided t_o support work; 
Q the manner by which benefits shall lg paid; 
(4) how other supportive services such as medical assistance, child care, transporta- 

tion, 33 other work—related E shall _[ available t_o support jo_b search a_n_d work; 
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(5) the consequences for failure without good cause to comply with program3 
quireflants; gig 

g_6_)__tl1e appeal process. 

Subd. 3. JOB SEARCH PLAN; EMPLOYMENT ADVISOR; FINANCIAL 
SPECIALI§T. At the end of orientation, the provider must assign an employment advi- 
sor and a financifi sF(KisT to the applicz1I1—t. With advice from the Employment advisor, 
iii; applicant must develop a 3315?:-:arch plan ba_s‘e(ion existing _@narkets, fig employ- 
ment, work experience, and transferable work skills, unless exempt under subdivision 5. 
A job search must be plafid and conducted for a period of up to eight consecutive weefi 
from the date of application and for at least 32 hours per week. The types of and target 
n1irnbeTofj—ob_6penmgs to bjinféfia lgavaak mustlae writtenFthe jobsefh plan. E fol15wi.n°g activities '_riI_l§ includedin the j_5_l§§eEch pl_an_: _ — — ___ 

(_12 motivational counseling; 

Q2 j_o_l3 networking (3 training Q ll t_o locate j_ob openings; 
Q2 development g 3 personal resume; gig 
(32 information Q how t_o conduct j_ol_> interviews E establish a personal E 

work. 

Following the development of the job search plan or the employability development 
plan under subdivision 8, the finficial specialist must interview the applicant to d.eter- 
mTne eligibility for and tRe—:rtent of benefits under sections 25 6I{.()6—:1nd 256K.07 to sup- 
port the job search or employability development plan. The provider must attach to the 
Frcfiifi plan the_summary of the necessary enabling§vices and lE§fits to be_fE: 
nished by thermn/Tier. The provider or its representative and the amicant must_signTlE 
plan, WEE attachmerit,‘t—o indicate a_sHf—sufficiency afifint betweentEp_ro‘v—idE 
_a_1_1_c_l 

th__e'p-aft_icipant. 
_ _ — 

Subd. 4. IMMEDIATE JOB SEARCH. An applicant must be required to begin 
job search within seven days after the date of application for at least 3—fhours per Week for 
Etc eight weeks, unless exempt under subdivision 5 or deferred under subdivision—8_. 
_For~an applicant who is working at least 20 hours per week, job search shall consist of 1-2 
rm—1r—§ per week frfiafi) eight weacfvvifliin the fig five daygf j ob sea_rcli; the applieaif 
is required to initiate informational contacts with prospective employers, generate addi- 
tional jo_b @515 from th_e j_o_b network, reviewQerences and experiences from previous 
employment, and carry o_11ttl1_e other activities under the jobsearch plan developed under 
subdivision 3. 

Subd. 5. EXEMPTION CATEGORIES. (a) The applicant will be exempt from 
the job search requirements and development of aj‘o§:arch plan aT1d—an—employaEi?y 
development plan under subfiisions 3, 4,‘ and—§ iT1e applicejlfiirfis to any of the 
following grofi — — — ~ _— ___—_ _ _—_~ ——1 

(1) caregivers under age 20 who have not completed a high school education and are 
attending high school in a full—tirne basis; '

A 

Q individuals E are E §_Q gr older; 
£3_) individuals who a_re suffering from a professionally certified permanent g tem- 

porary illness, injury, o_r incapacity which expected t_o continue E more than Q days 
arid which prevents th_e person from obtaining E’ retaining employment; 
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(4) caregivers whose presence t_h_e home is needed because of illness or incapacity 
<_)_f another member gig household; 

(_5) women L110 E pregnant, lag been medically verified E t_h_e child % 
pected to be born within t_l1e_ rig months; 

(1) caregivers Q other caregiver relatives o_f a child under the a_ge 9_f three wh_o p_e_r: 
sonally provide full—time care for the child; 

(’7_) individuals employed at least §9 hours E week; 
(E) individuals f_or_ whom participation would require 3 round commuting time 

by available transportation of more than two hours, excluding transporting of childrenE 
child care; 

(9) individuals for whom lack of proficiency English a barrier to employment, 
provided such individuals ar_e pzficfiating in an intensive program which_lasts no longer 
than six months gig designed t_o remedy their language deficiency; 

(10) individuals who, because of advanced age or lack of ability, are incapable of 
gainirfiroficiency in English, as determined by t@5urEy-s—oFial workefshall continue 
to be exempt under this subdivision and are not subject to the requiremeru—tl-rat they be 
fifficipating Egfirfiage program; — * — _ — # : "- 

(11) individuals under such duress that they are incapable of participating in the pro- 
gr_aE § determined b_y th_e county social worlfer; or

— 

(12) individuals need o_f refresher courses E purposes o_f obtaining professional 
certification Q licensure. ' 

(_t_>) I_n a two—parent family, E E caregiver nfl be exempted under paragraph 
(a), clauses (4) and (6). 

Subd. COUNTY DUTIES. E county must a_ct o_n th_e application within 332 
days 9f the application date. E E applicant n_o_t eligible, fie application be denied 
an_d the county must notify the applicant o_f E denial writing. An__ applicant whoseE 
plication gs been denied may be allowed t_o complete geiob search plan; however, s_up: 
portive services n_ot 3 provided. - 

Subd. JOB SEARCH PLAN STATUS REPORT. E applicant or participant 
must submit a completed job search plan status report form t_o the employment advisor 

. every two weeks during tl_1_§b searclficess, with the completed form due 21 days 
after t_l?de1t_e o_f application. 

Subd. EMPLOYABILITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN. E me discretion El 
approval cf the employment advisor, th_e applicant may bf deferred from th_e requirement 
tg conduct a_t least :52 hours pf j_ob search Er week Q Q t_o eight consecutive weeks, 
during t_l§ development o_f _th_e jpb search plan, Elf applicant determinedQ 

(1) not have worked within the past 12 months and not have a high school or a gener- 
al eqfialenhcg/‘diploma provided—t_h_e—?1pplicant agrees to develop and carry out an em- 
;Tloyability development plan instemof job search, and_c_oncurrentlyi-N(nTkfor_2Fl§stfi 
hours per week in a temprgfiy publicsefiice job. Tfiemployability developEé_rit_pla-Ii 
must iflude tl_1e—émployment goals Ed specific3uTc3mes the participant must achiefif 
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(_2) be within six months of completing E post—secondary training program, pro: 
vided that‘ the appliant agrees_to develop and carry out an employability development 
plan in_sEad3f a job search, and—EoncurrentFwork rm Tflinimum number o_f hours per Eh in a ternpT>% public Evice job. The emplofibility development plan must in- 
clude thefemployment goal and specifigouteomes that the participant must_aclieve. TE 
applicant that is deferred under this subdivision may choose to work in a job other a 
public service7ob for a minimu'rn—r1umber of hofiag week—rather th__@Ea t<a_mporary 
public service job. For individuals who are participating in an educational program under 
this clause, and_w-ho are attending schocf full time as detenfned by the institution, there fig Work Fr-e.-q‘11Tr§n'er—1‘t. Er individualspT1rEat_ing a_n eduatfiial program Q a 
part—time basis as determined by the institution, the minimum number of hours that a par- 
ticipant must wofk shall be decreased as the participant increases the number of credit 
hours taken, exceptfi We participanTshal1 n_ot b_e required to wofic more g?_n eight 
h_°t1r_S_2<=_r:V_<2<=_1<_- 

__ _ _ 
During vacation periods of one month or more, the 16-hour per week minimum 

work requirement shall apply. 'fi1<%p1icant may be defe—rred for up to—six months. At 'the 
end of the the—1):;1rticipant mfidevelop ajobEeFclTp—1an and conductfi 
least 32 hours of job search per week for up to eight consecutive weeks, and submit re- 
136Ft's?i_§ $66 Efder sub<iiVs_i6fis_ §"§1_'cl_ 51:9; '‘ '_ 

(3) be in treatment for chemical dependency, be a victim of domestic abuse, or be 
home1_es§p}Bvided thatthe applicant agrees to dev_e13p an emfioyability development 
plan instead of a job s~eaTcElan, and immediately follow tfiough with the activities in the 
employability development plan. The employability development plan must include spe- 
cific outcomes that the applicant must achieve for the duration of the employabilityfi 
t/<Tlopment planEdE:tivities which are needeflomdress the ESTES identified. Und—t=,r 
Eris clause,_th__§zfi)licant E E defeT=,d _fg u_pT_o eight W-(3?l{S. 

Subd. EDP STATUS REPORT. The participant who is deferred from job search 
under subdivision 8 must submit a complfil employability development plan status re- 
port form to the employment adviser every 14 days as long as the participan_t-continuesfi 
@1e‘ré?Fed, E tl1_e gs; completed ro_rg Q Q days fltT_e % o_f applicatio11_. 

Subd. 10. JOB OFFER. The participant must not refuse any job offer, provided that 
the job is within the participant’s physical and mental abilities, pays hourly gross wages 
oTr13tT€§s than thapplicable state or federzfininimum wage, andrfiéets health and—s—z% 
standards set by federal, state, and county agencies. If a job is offered, the participant 
must infor1TtlEprovider immedia—tely to redetermine eTig—il:Wty_for and extent of ben&it_s 
and services to support work. To enhance job retention, the provider may provide ser- 
vices such ashaotivational coufieling or orfiite problem—s_olving for IE) six montlT 
The part-icifint who has completed at East six months of work in—a_n§1subKl%l_j35 E1 be encouraggzdtfiarticipate in: t—raTing program mat would improve the partici- 
pant’sability t_o obtafi a_ j_ob that @ a higher wage. —— — 

Subd. DUTY TO REPORT. The participant must immediately inform tl1_e;[Lc>- 
vider regarding E changes related t_o th_e participant’s employment status. 

Subd. REQUIREMENT TO WORK IN A TEMPORARY PUBLIC SIER- 
VICE JOB. Q) I_f after t_h§ completion o_f th_e maximum eight weeks pf jo_b search th_e 
participant has failed t_o secure a nonsubsidized g a_ subsidized Eb E at least 3_2 EE 
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per week, or does not earn a net income from se1f~employment that is equal to at least the 
EDC, M3511 Br_family ‘general assistance monthly grantfifihe household size, 
whichever is appliaible, the participant is required to work in a tz%p3r_ary public serTe 
job for up to“ 67 working cifys for (1) at 15st 32 hour? per week: or (2) a period equivalent 
t6—the resu1To_f_ dividing tlgonthly giant amount which the parhtichipfant would otherwise 
Ecfive, by the federal hourly minimum wage, or app1ical)l—ehourly state minimum wage, 
or the hourly rate of pay for individuals employed in the same ofipation at the site, 
Whichever is hifiest. ml1e—r—esult is more than 128 hovurfier month, the parti(3p'aE’s'E 
quirement E work Etgnporarypublic s—tn'V—i(3eJ—'§o_fij‘@-3)} Q Q hg1r_sE 
week. 

(b) Within seven days from the date of application, the participant who is deferred 
underfirbdivisionfllaifi (Tr(—2),7aE i—§participating Han educationmfrggram on a 
part—time basis must work iTaTeE)-o_rEy_public service jT)lW1s required under sub<ii—vi: 
s_i9n § clause 

_ _ ~__ 
(c) The provider shall strive to match the profile of the participant with the needs of 

the efifilo-yers tha_t Efiicipating z_1 
te11_1p-orary jtis-pmgram under sTti(fi256K.O§: 

Sec. 5. [256K.04] JOB DEVELOPMENT AND SUBSIDY. 
Subdivision 1. JOB INVENTORY. The provider must develop an inventory of job 

openings mcludmgmll—time, part—time, pe—’r-manent, teE;m—rary or seasonal, and training 
positions in partnership with private and public employers, loci industry caincils, and 
employmgit agencies. TThe extentfissible, the inventorymiist include specific? 
formation regarding j obfiigngs, must be updatefi on a weekly basis, and must be avaT 
&t_°a_11&ti2ir££§°_n29a_i1_yb_a£ 

__ _ _ 
Subd. 2. JOB SUBSIDY. The county may use all or part of the AFDC, MFIP—S or 

family gene_ral assistance benefffi a subsidy/Ito §Hp—l3y?rErfi1e_purpose of providing 
work experience or training to the participant who has complficithe job searai plan, pro- 
vided thit 

(1) the job to be subsidized is permanent and full time, and pays an hourly rate of at 
1_°a_S*—§E7i79~ 

I __ '__—-_ ‘I_—" 

(2) the employer agrees to retain the participant after satisfactory completion of t_lE 
workgrrfiience g training period; aid 

: _ 
@) tlg participant Es tried t_o secure a nonsubsidized j_@ b_y following meE 

search plan. 

'I_‘hE subsidy E E available E u_p t_o months. 

Sec. 6. [256K.05] TEMPORARY JOBS PROGRAM. 
Subdivision 1. PROGRAM ESTABLISHED. The provider must establish and 

operate a program?) provide temporary jobs to participa_nt—s who, afterTght weeks Offi 
search, are not hired into a nonsubsidized or a subsidized job, or z_ire—tl§ed undefig 
tion 25 6K.0—3,_ subdivision 8. The temporaryjbbs to be creaE 1Tf1<i—e>r this secti5rEsfi 
Elie-service jobs that ser\7ea—1Tseful publicgvibehsiich as: hefihjsifial service-,_en\E 
ronrnental prot?:c—tion, educatibn, urban and rural dexglopment and redevelopment, wel- 
fare, recreation, public facilities, pub1ic?fet37ommunity serwfce, services to the a_?d 
ordisabled citizens, and child care. 

_- 
New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut7

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



595 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 85, Art. 2 

Subd. ASSIGNMENT T0 TEMPORARY PUBLIC SERVICE JOBS. The 
provider must assign the participant who (1) is within completion o_f th_e required eight 
weeks o_fE)search afig failed tg_s<3-e1H:‘a_nonsubsidized pr 3 subsidized jgb fg at 
least 32 hours per week, or (2) does not earn a mat income fr_o_m_ self—employment flit 

AFD—C,~Mlfi’:S—o__r %ily general assistance monthly grant _f_or the 
household size, whichever is applicable, to a temporary public service job. The assign- 
ment mustH:_n_1ade seven d3ys before theerid of the job search and be IEE s_ection 
256K.O3, sfidivision 12. 'IW;aar:icipaEt‘tHis‘dEar?éE1 under §EiE1R;.(T3,‘sGEd_i— 
vision 8, will be assigned provider Efimporary public service jpb within seven gig a_fter the application. 

Subd. PARTICIPANT’S STATUS. The participant E working a tempo- gfl public service j_ob under section is not considered an employee for the purposes 
of unemployment insurance compensatioi rfiirement, or cfiil service 1avv—s, Ed shall not 
perform work ordinarily performed by a public employee. 

Subd. 4. CONTINUOUS JOB SEARCH REQUIREMENT. At the discretion of 
the prm/Tzfthe participant who is working in a temporary public serWce—job unde1'—s.‘e?:_- 
H03 256K.03§1bdivision 12Faybe requiredfi) continue to look for a jobfl up to eigfi 
hofirs per week in additiont—ovWkHg. The pa1Ticipant wh3_i§w_<)?k1_'rIgW 1Tast_2_(5—l'1<E 
per we.e—k but less‘ than 32 Hours per we%n a nonsubsi_diZed or subsidEedJ.'5b_rna_y”b_e 
fi11_ir—e‘d_ toT)Ec>r:z:1j5b~ for up W20 hours per week in lieu 6? work in theEm_17(Ear_y 
public ser—vi§]@—§_o~@_tl_i_§__@Ilio_11_rs@v7ofa@§eF:l1i__s 
per week. 

Subd. 5. EXCUSED ABSENCES. The participant who is working in a temporary 
pub1i§i?e job may be allowed excusecgsences from tl1T1s_signed tempoiary jobfi 
up to eight hours per month. For purposes of this subdivision, “excused absence” means 
a_bs?nce due to temporary i1lne—§§ or injury tfthe-caregiver or a member of the caregiver’s 
family, tlfe_unavailability of appTopriate Ehild care or urTa\7ailability Fffimsportzfidn 
needed to_go to and from tlg work site, a job int§vTew: or a nonmedicafimergeney. For 
purposes_(F thisfis-\Ib—divi_sicTn,—‘7caTn‘s':J:?m1c37’7 means a sud_den, unexpected occurrenc:<e_or 
situation plfagrious pr urgent nature @ requires_action. _ 

Subd. 6. MOVE TO A DIFFERENT COUNTY. If the applicant or recipient who 
is required t—_o participate in the work first program mo\7e§E) a differenT county infifs 
state, the benefits and en21_b—Ji11—gs<-,rvicEs—s_agreed upon in the§el_f—sufficiency agregfr-it 
shall b—e—provided bfihe pilot county where the applicanTo?r_ecipient originated, provided 
the move was part of the job search or employability development plan. If the applicant or 
recipient is moving to a different county for failure to comply with the requirements of the 
work first program, the applicant or recipient will not be eligible for MFIP—S in this state 
for atTea_st six mom? from the dfie of the mo:w:.—- * * _ 1Z 

See. 7. [256K.06] TRANSITIONAL BENEFITS TO SUPPORT WORK; 
' RENT AND UTILITIES VENDOR PAYMENT. 

Payments for rent and utilities up to the amount of AFDC, MFIP—S, or family gener- 
al assistance benefits to which the assistance unit is entitled shall be provided in the form 
ofvendor payments ff)? as many—rnonths as thefiplicant is eligT1_n'3‘<)r six months,—\Nhicl1— 
ever comes first. Tlferesidual amount after7endor payment, if an_y,Wll be paid to the 
AITDC, MFITS, gamily general assistfirce recipient, 
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dy under section 25 6K.O4, subdivision 2. ‘This provision shall apply to all applicants in- 
Eiding those meeting the exemption cat—e_gEes under secE256K.0—3', Ebdivision 5 ,7r 
deferral categories und—er section 25 6K.03, subdivision 8. To the extent needed, a job 
search allowance shall be provided for up to eight weeks t3c3ver_eXpenses related tbfi 
job search. BeforeTlE]5b search alldvvar-fceis issued, it mfit be approvedby the empldf 
n—1ent advisor an_d financial‘ specialist, £15! clearly desc%li_p the job se'aFcI1_pE1_. 

_ 

Sec. 8. [256K.07] ELIGIBILITY FOR FOOD STAMPS, MEDICAL ASSIS- 
TANCE, AND CHILD CARE. 

The participant shall be treated as an AFDC, MF[P——S or family general assistance 
recip§, whichever—i?app_licable, £6? fdbd stamps, mediczf assistance, and child care 
eligibility purposes. The participant'v_vT1cEves the program as a result of inareased ea; 
ings from employment shall be eligible for transitional Medical Assistaifie and child care 
without regard to AFDC, MFIP-S or ffily general assistance receipt in three of the six 
months preceding ineligibility. 

— _ _ —— 
Sec. 9. [256K.08] SAN CTIONS AND APPEAL PROCESS. 
Subdivision 1. GOOD CAUSE. (a) For purposes of this subdivision, “good cause” 

means absence d1E to temporary illne§s—6ri_njury of th?;Et_icipant or a member of the 
participant’s fambj-ly,Ee unavailability of appropriagrfild care or unavailability of Rafi; 
portation needed to attend orientation or conduct job search, or a nonmedical emergency 
as defined under s_ection 256K.05, sulfiivision 

“- 

(b) The applicant who is required, but fails, without good cause, to participate in 
orientaticnf complete th_e_j3b_search plan? employability developmenrplan, and con: 
ply with the job s'earcl'Tr_o:qTirements._1_in—cic§ section 256K.03, prior to being elig—il)le for 
A—FDC, MPIPTS or family general assistance shall be denied beTfit§’IThE1pp1icant wfi 
r_1p_t 3 eligible f_qr_ benefits state Q a_t@§x months. 1 

(c) If, after receiving a written warning from the county, the participant fails, without 
good cause, to conduct at least 32 hours of job search per week in any given two—week 
1)e:ric)d, the pa_rticipant w§l§mTn'ediate1y-Irtfiuired to v-v_(Ek for atTeas_t—16 hours per week 
in a temporary public servfie job. The required 32 hours per week of job search will be 
Educed t_o E hours. —_ : _ — — —_ __— 

(d) If the participant who is deferred under section 256K.O3, subdivision 8, fails to 
comply with th_e activities desc?ibed fie employability development plan, th_e partici- 
pant will lose the deferment status, provided Eat fie participant his received a_t least two 
written warnings from t_h_e_ provider. 

(e) If fire participant refuses to work in a temporary public service job, or is termi- 
natedficfn a temporary public service j_()b—f£_r failure t_o work, benefits t_;th_e3s§istance 
unit shall be terminated and the participant shall not be eligible for aid under the MFIP—S firam f? at least six months from the date of refusal or termination. If thefirticipant, 
before conipfiting amast four consec—11tive m—6nths of efnployment, vc)Tun—tarily quits or _ 

is terminated from a nonsubsidized or a subsidized 3'55, the participant shall 
be assigned to worfin a temporary pulalic service job for at least 32 hours per week for up 
to 67 working days unless the participant is hired oTreh§ed into a nonsubsfized or SWJE 
d_iZ_°E 13’.- 

Subd. 2. NOTICE OF SAN CTION S. If the county determines that the participant 
hg -failed o_r— refused without good cause, §defi_ned subdivision _1_,_t_o_c§J3perate 
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the program requirements, the county shall inform fire participant writing 9_f intent 
Efimpose an applicable sanction listed under subdivision 1 an_d the opportunity to have a 
Emciliationconference upon request Ed within five days 913% notice before a sanction 
is imposed. 

Sec. 10. [256K.09] FUNDING. 
Subdivision 1. LEVERAGING GRANT AMOUNT T0 SECURE OTHER 

FUNDS. The coufiy agency or the provider, in cooperation with the department, may 
leverage tlTgrant amount to sé$?e other funds from employers, foundations, and? 
communiFfor the purposeof developing additional components to benefit childfcnfl 
improve fl1_e_pic§gTam. 

— — 
Subd. EMPLOYER REIMBURSEMENT. TE employer shall be reimbursed E wages to participants under Minnesota Statutes, section 256K.04, subdivision 
Sec. 11. REPEALER. 
Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 256.7351; 256.7352; 256.7353; 256.7354; 

256.7355; 256.7356; 256.7357; 256.7358; Ed 256.7359, g repealed. 
Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Article effective 

:TL1_l_y_ 1, 1997. 

ARTICLE 3 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM CHANGES 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.031, is amended by adding a subdi- 

vision to read: 

Subd. 6. END OF FIELD TRIALS. Upon agreement with the federal government, 
the field tria—ls of the Minnesota family investment plan WiI1T1(I:II1_I16 30, 1998. Families 
FtlEE(3mpari§)rTgroup under subdivision 3, para_gra_p—l1_E)-,_<—:lau?(§,_receivir1g aid to 
fim~iTics with dependent children under sectidns 256.72 to—fi6.87, andSTRIDE ser_v1Tces 
under sectio_n 256.736 will continue in those programs un_til June 30j998. After June 30, 
1998, families who ceasereceiving assistance under the Minnesota family investment 
lian fl c0mpafi§>n group families E cease receihfig assistance under AFDC £12 STRIDE who are eligible for the Minnesota family investment program—statewide 
(MFIP—S)',.Eed~i~<:'al assistance, ge_neral assistance medical care, or the food stamp pro- 
grg slfl be placed gag consent 9 t_lE programs f£r—\Wi§rt_h'<=,y'E eligiblf 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.033, subdivision 1, is amended to.read: 
Subdivision 1. ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS. (a) A family is entitled to assis- 

tance under the Minnesota family investment plan if the family is assigned to a test group 
in the evaluation as provided in section 256.031, subdivision 3, paragraph (d), and: 

(1) the family meets the definition of assistance unit under section 256.032, subdivi- 
sion 1a; 
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(2) the family’s resources not excluded under subdivision 3 do not exceed $2,000; 

(3) the family can verify citizenship or lawful resident alien status; and 

(4) the family provides or applies for a social security number for each member of 
the family receiving assistance under the family investment plan. 

(b) A family is eligible for the family investment plan if the net income is less than 
the transitional standard as defined in section 256.032, subdivision 13, for that size and 
composition of family. In determining available net income, the provisions in subdivi- 
sion 2 shall apply. 

(c) Upon application, a family is initially eligible for the family investment plan if 
the family’s gross income does not exceed the applicable transitional standard of assis- 
tance for that family as defined under section 256.032, subdivision 13, after deducting: 

(1) 18 percent to cover taxes; £13 
(2) actual dependent care costs up to the maximum disregarded under United States 

Code, title 42, section 602(a)(8)(A)(iii);— and 

9») $50 ef ehild support eelleeted in that mantle. 

(d) A family can remain eligible for the program if: 
(1) it meets the conditions in subdivision 1a; and 

(2) its income is below the transitional standard in section 256.032, subdivision 13, 
allowing for income exclusions in subdivision 2 and after applying the family investment 
plan treatment of earnings under subdivision la. 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.033, subdivision 1a, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 1a. TREATMENT OF INCOME FOR THE PURPOSES OF CON- 
TINUED ELIGIBILITY. To help families during their transition from the Minnesota 
family investment plan to self—sufficiency, the following income supports are available: 

(a) The $30 and oncwthird and $90 disregards allowed under section 256.74, subdi- 
vision 1, and the 20 percent earned income deduction allowed under the federal Food 
Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, are replaced with a single disregard of not less than 35 
percent of gross earned income to cover taxes and other work—related expenses and to 
reward the earning of income. This single disregard is available for the entire time a fami- 

ly receives assistance through the Minnesota family investment plan. 

(b) The dependent care deduction, as prescribed under section 256.74, subdivision 
1, and United States Code, title 7, section 2014(e), is replaced for families with earned 
income who need assistance with dependent care with an entitlement to a dependent care 
subsidy from money appropriated for the Minnesota family investment plan. 

(c) The family wage level, as defined in section 25 6.032, subdivision 8, allows fami- 
lies to supplement earned income with assistance received through the Minnesota family 
investment plan. If, after earnings are adjusted according to the disregard described in 
paragraph (a), earnings have raised family income to a level equal to or greater than the 
family wage level, the amount of assistance received through the Minnesota family in- 
vestment plan must be reduced. 
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(d)$hefirs€$§0e£any$imelysuppeHpayment£eramenthreeei¥edbythepubfie 
ageneyrespehsibleferehildwppenenfewememshahbepamwthefamilymddme 

States Gede; title 425 seetions 602(a)(8)QA)Qvi) and 654(b)é1—) ihis paiagsaph applies re- 
gardlemefwhethertheeamgwerismtrmsifiehalsmmsfisaiemptfiemdevdepmgm 
wmplymgméththeteamsefafamhysuppefiagieemengerhashadawhefiehhhpesed 
undersubelivisienél 

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.736, subdivision 3a, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3a. PARTICIPATION. (a) Exeept as pievieleel paragraphs (19) and (6); 
Participation in employment and training services under this section is limited to the fol- 
lowing recipients: 

(1) caretakers who are required to participate in a job search under subdivision 14; 
(2) custodial parents who are subject to the school attendance or case management 

participation requirements under subdivision 3b; 

(3) eaietakers whose paitieipatiehinempleymeht aheltrainingsewiees begarrpiiei 
mMay17l990;ifthe%wmke#sAEDGehgibflityhasnetheenihtermpwdfer§0¢wsm 
mereanétheeasewkefisempleyabflitydevelepmeatplanhashmbeeawmpleterh 

(4-flzeeipientswhearemembersefafiamilyinwhiehtheyeungestehileliswithihhvve 
yeass ef being ineligible £912 AFDC due to age; 

(5) eustedial pa-rents under the age 91324 when (i) have not eempleteel a high seheel 
edueatieh and who; at the time of applieatien fer AFDC; wese not enrelled in high seheel 
erinahighseheelequhhleneypregeamgeréifihavehadhtfleernewerkeiiperieheehi 
the preceding year—; 

(6) reeipients whe have reeeived AJEDG £91: 36 er mere meriths eat ef the last 60 
mehehs; 

tieh prejeet under seetieh 268795: and 

(8)weipien$wheparfieipMeihthenewehaaeewseMehahddemehsHahehprejeet 
under eehtraet with the department ef human serzviees and 

Q) after tlg county agency assures th_e availability _o_f employment § trainingE vices f_or_ recipients identified under clauses Q) gig Q and t_o th_e extent of available r_e: 
sources, a_ny other AFDC recipient. 

(mflthewmmiséenerdetermhiesthmpartieipafiehefpersehshgedmpamgraph 
(a)ihempleymentahdtrahaihgsePvieesisinsufiieiehteitherterheet£ede£alpe1=fei=mahee 
mrge$erw£ullyufihzefuhdsappwpfiatedunderthEseefien;the%mmEsmherrm§g 
afierhetifiymgmeehahsefithesmmefamflywnéeeseermhmefiheheusehealthand 
humahsewi%seemmifie%the£amflysen4eesdivimene£fl1esemw£amhyseHéeesmd 
healtheaweemmifleegahdthehummsewieesdivimmeftheheuseheahhaadhumah 
sewlees eemmittee,—pea=ra=iit adelitienal gieupseireeipientstepartieipateuntilt-laehext 
meetmgefthelegidahwadviserymmmissmmafieswhiehtheaddifimflgieapsinay 
eentihue te enroll fer pastieipatieh unless the legislative adviseivy eemmissien disap- 
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pwvesthe%minueéemellmen&$hecemmissmnershaHallowpaHicipafienc£add% 
fienalgrcupsmthefenewiagorderenlyasneededmmeetpeéemmcemrgemerfafly 

€1§recipienmwhchavereceived24mmeremcnthsefA$DGcutc£theprevieus48 
rncnthsgand 

€29recipientswhchaveaetccmpletedahighscheeleducafienerahighsehc9l 
equi-valeacypregram: 

(c)$etheexteme£mcneyapprep£mtedspecificaHyfe£thEpamgmph;thecemmi& 

mustbealbcmedwwuntyageaéesbasedenthewumyfispememageefpafiicipanmaw 
tew4demsen4cesunderthiss%&eninthepfimcalenda£yea&Gawtakemmustbese 

mpaficipat&$hecemmis§cnermay,maquaetedybasi%reaHeeawumsedaH%afieas 

mast be deemed eligible under paragraph (afi clause (3% 

(cl) Participants who are eligible and enroll in the STRIDE program under one of the 
categories of this subdivision are required to cooperate with the assessment and employ- 
ability plan development and to meet the terms of their employability plan. Failure to 
comply, without good cause, shall result in the imposition of sanctions as specified in 
subdivision 4, clause (6). 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.74, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. AMOUNT. The amount of assistance which shall be granted to or on 
behalf of any dependent child and parent or other needy eligible relative caring for the 
dependent child shall be determined by the county agency in accerdance with according 
to rules promulgated by the commissioner and shall be sufficient, when added to all other 
Ecome and support available to the child, to provide the child with a reasonable subsist- 
ence compatible With decency and health. To the extent permissible under federal law, an 
eligible relative caretaker or parent shall have the option to include in the assistance unit 
the needs, income, and resources of the following essential persons who are not other- 
wise eligible for AFDC because they do not qualify as a caretaker or as a dependent child: 

(1) a parent or relative caretaker’s spouse and stepchildren; or 

(2) blood or legally adopted relatives who are under the age of 18 or under the age of 
19 years who are regularly attending as a full—time student, and are expected to complete 
before or during the month of their 19th birthday, a high school or secondary level course 
of vocational or technical training designed to prepare students for gainful employment. 
The amount shall be based on the method of budgeting required in Public Law Number 
97-35, section 2315, United States Code, title 42, section 602, as amended and federal 
regulations at Code of Federal Regulations, title 45, section 233. Nonrecurring lump sum 
income received by an AFDC family must be budgeted in the normal retrospective cycle. 
When the family’s income, after application of the applicable disregards, exceeds the 
need standard for the family because of receipt of earned or unearned lump sum income, 
the family will be ineligible for the full number of months derived by dividing the sum of 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeeut:

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



601 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 85, Art. 3 

the lump sum income and other income by the monthly need standard for a family of that 
size. Any income remaining from this calculation is income in the first month following 
the period of ineligibility. The first month of ineligibility is the payment month that corre- 
sponds with the budget month in which the lump sum income was received. For purposes 
of applying the lump sum provision, family includes those persons defined in the Code of 
Federal Regulations, title 45, section 233.20(a)(3)(ii)(F). A period of ineligibility must 
be shortened when the standard of need increases and the amount the family would have 
received also changes, an amount is documented as stolen, an amount is unavailable be- 
cause a member of the family left the household with that amount and has not returned, an 
amount is paid by the family during the period of ineligibility to cover a cost that would 
otherwise qualify for emergency assistance, or the family incurs and pays for medical 
expenses which would have been covered by medical assistance if eligibility existed. In 
making its determination the county agency shall disregard the following from family 
1ncome: 

(1) all the earned income of each dependent child applying for AFDC if the child is a 
full-time student and all of the earned income of each dependent child receiving AFDC 
who is a full—time student or is a part—time student who is not a full—time employee. A 
student is one who is attending a school, college, or university, or a course of vocational 
or technical training designed to fit students for gainful employment and includes a par- 
ticipant in the Job Corps program under the Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA). The 
county agency shall also disregard all income of each dependent child applying for or 
receiving AFDC when the income is derived from a program carried out under JTPA, ex- 
cept that disregard of earned income may not exceed six months per calendar year; 

(2) all educational assistance, except the county agency shall count graduate student 
teaching assistantships, fellowships, and other similar paid work as earned income and, 
after allowing deductions for any unmet and necessary educational expenses, sl1a11 count 
scholarships or grants awarded to graduate students that do not require teaching or re- 
search as unearned income; i 

(3) the first $90 of each individual’s earned income. For self—employed persons, the 
expenses directly related to producing goods and services and without which the goods 
and services could not be produced shall be disregarded pursuant according to rules pro- 
mulgated by the commissioner; 

(4) thirty dollars plus one—third of each individual’s earned income for individuals 
found otherwise eligible to receive aid or who have received aid in one of the four months 
before the month of application. With respect to any month, the county welfare agency 
shall not disregard under this clause any earned income of any person who has: (a) re- 
duced earned income without good cause within 30 days preceding any month in which 
an assistance payment is made; (b) refused without good cause to accept an offer of suit- 
able employment; (o) left employment or reduced earnings without good cause and ap- 
pl-iedforassistaneesoastobeablelatertoretumtoemploymentwiththeadvant-ageoiitlae 
income disregards or (tel) (c) failed without good cause to make a timely report of earned 
income in accordance ME according to rules promulgated by the commissioner of hu- 
man services. Persons who are already employed and who apply for assistance shall have 
their needs computed with full account taken of their earned and other income. If earned 
and other income of the family is less than need, as determined on the basis of public as- 
sistance standards, the county agency shall determine the amount of the grant by apply- 
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ing the disregard of income provisions. The county agency shall not disregard earned in- 
come for persons in a family if the total monthly earned and other income exceeds their 
needs, unless for any one of the four preceding months their needs were met in whole or in 
part by a grantpayment7$hedisregarde£$30andene—thirde£eamedineemeinthis 
dauseshaHbeapphedmtheinéNidual%meeme£erapefiednetmaweed£eureemeew 

§emefsubelwses(a)w(d)shaHbe%n§daedwenee£the£eurmenth&Aaadditimal 
$30werkineenfivemustbeavaihb1eferanéghFmemhpefiedbegmnmginthementh 
feHewingthemstmemhe£theeembmed$3Qandenethkdwerkineenfiv&4§aEpefied 
mu$beinef£eetwhe$ermnetthepemenhas%medmeememiseligib1e£erAED&$e 

beaweipieme£aid£erapeéede£12eenseeutWementh&Whenanassismneem#be 
eemesme&gib1e£eraidduemthe£aathMthesediMegardsarembngerapphedwm— 
%m%thew§stm%un#shaHbeeligiblefermedieflas$stmeebene£fis£era12—memh 

(5) an amount equal to the actual expenditures for the care of each dependent child 
or incapacitated individual living in the same home and receiving aid, not to exceed: (a) 
$175 for each individual age two and older, and $200 for each individual under the age of 
two. The dependent care disregard must be applied after all other disregards under this 
subdivision have been applied; 

(6)thefirst$§Qperassismneeun#efthementhlysuppenebfigafieneeHeetedby 
thesuppeHandreeovery(BLD)uni&$he£kst$§09£peéed4esuppeHpaymen$eeL 
keteébythepubheauthe§tywspensible£erehfldwppefienfemememfiemapersen 
véthalegalebhgafienmpaymppeflfiramembereftheasfismneeunfimustbepaidw 

per-iedie suppert payments eeeur-red and must be disregarded when the 
ameunte£assismneeAmviewe£apaymeméeei§mmdertmsehusemu$bereque$ed 

daysafierreeeivmgthenmieeifigeedeauseeanbeshwmfernmmaldngthemquest 

(-7) that portion of an insurance settlement earmarked and used to pay medical ex- 
penses, funeral and burial costs, or to repair or replace insured property; and 

(8) (_7)_ all earned income tax credit payments received by the family as a refund of 
federal income taxes or made as advance payments by an employer. 

All payments made pursuant according to a court order for the support of children 
not living in the assistance unit’s household shall be disregarded from the income of the 
person with the legal obligation to pay support, provided that, if there has been a change 
in the financial circumstances of the person with the legal obligation to pay support since 
the support order was entered, the person with the legal obligation to pay support has peti- 
tioned for a modification of the support order. 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.74, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. MFIP AND MFIP—R COMPARISON GROUP FAMILIES. Notwith- 
standing subdivision _1_, th_e limitations pf subdivision apply t_o MFIP E12 MFIP—R 
comparison group families under sections 256.031 §)_ 256.0361. _’I:h_e disregard o_f thirty 
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dollars plus one-third of earned income in this subdivision shall be applied to the individ- 
ua1’s income for a period not to exceed four consecutive months. Any month in which the 

loses disregard because7);f_fl1_e provisions 9_f_ subclauses @ t_o Q ofsubfi 
vision 1 shall be considered as one of the four months. An additional $30 work incentive 
must be Emasre for an eiglftnrnorfirfirwbeginningin the montlTJllowing the last 
r$1th_of the combmefiiarofird one—third work incentive. Wis period must be in—e"ff_eE 
whether_or—not the persoflfisfimed income or is eligible for_1TFDC. To 
the earncfi income disregards. under this subch/Eion, the individual must not be a recifi 
EH of and for a period of 12 consecut1"_v—e months. When‘ an assistance unitW:oTnTesT:hi—eli: 
_gil‘)1?fE1iTi‘(lue to the Ec_t—t-hat these disregards are no lofier applied tmcome, the assis- 
tance unit shall be eligible for medical assistance benefits for a 12 month period begin- 

month o_fAFDC ineligibility. 
— _ M F": 

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.81, is amended to read: 

256.81 COUNTY AGENCY, DUTIES. 
(1) The county agency shall keep such records, accounts, and statistics in relation to 

aid to families with dependent children as the state agency shall prescribe. 

(2) Each grant of aid to families with dependent children shall be paid to the recipi- 
ent by the county agency unless paid by the state agency. Payment must be in the form of a 
warrant immediately redeemable in cash, electronic benefits transfer, or by direct deposit 
into the recipient’s account in a financial institution, except in those instances in which 
the county agency, subject to the rules of the state agency, determines that payments for 
care shall be made to an individual other than the parent or relative with whom the de- 
pendent child is living or to vendors of goods and services for the benefit of the child be- 
cause such parent or relative is unable to properly manage the funds in the best interests 
and welfare of the child. There is a presumption of mismanagement of funds whenever a 
recipient is more than 30 days in arrears on payment of rent, except when the recipient has 
withheld rent to enforce the recipient’s right to withhold the rent in accordance with fed- 
eral, state, or local housing laws. In cases of mismanagement based solely on failure to 
pay rent, the county may vendor the rent payments to the landlord. At the request of a 
recipient, the state or county may make payments directly to vendors of goods and ser- 
vices, but only for goods and services appropriate to maintain the health and safety of the 
child, as determined by the county. 

(3) The state or county may ask the recipient to give written consent authorizing the 
state or county to provide advance notice to a vendor before vendor payments of rent are 
reduced or terminated. Whenever possible under state and federal laws and regulations 
and if the recipient consents, the state or county shall provide at least 30 days notice to 
vendors before vendor payments of rent are reduced or terminated. If 30 days notice can- 
not be given, the state or county shall notify the vendor within three working days after 
the date the state or county becomes aware that vendor payments of rent will be reduced 
or terminated. When the county notifies a vendor that vendor payments of rent will be 
reduced or terminated, the county shall include in the notice that it is illegal to discrimi- 
nate on the grounds that a person is receiving public assistance and the.penalties for viola- 
tion. The county shall also notify the recipient that it is illegal to discriminate. on the 
grounds that a person is receiving public assistance and the procedures for filing a com- 
plaint. The county agency may develop procedures, including using the MAXIS system, 
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to implement vendor notice and may charge vendors a fee not exceeding $5 to cover noti- 
fication costs. 

(4) A vendor payment arrangement is not a guarantee that a vendor will be paid by 
the state or county for rent, goods, or services furnished to a recipient, and the state and 
county are not liable for any damages claimed by a vendor due to failure of the state or 
county to pay or to notify the vendor on behalf of a recipient, except under a specific writ- 
ten agreement between the state or county and the vendor or when the state or county has 
provided a voucher guaranteeing payment under certain conditions. 

(5) The county shall be paid from state and federal funds available therefor the 
amount provided for in section 256.82. 

(6) Federal funds available for administrative purposes shall be distributed between 
the state and the counties in the same proportion that expenditures were made except as 
provided for in section 256.017. 

(7) The affected county may require that assistance paid under the AF-DG emergen- 
cy assistance program in the form of a utility deposit or rental unit damage deposit, less 
any amount retained by the landlord to remedy a tena_nt’s default in payment of rent or 
other funds due to the landlord pursuant to a rental agreement, or to restore the premises 
to the condition at the commencement of the tenancy, ordinary wear and tear excepted, be 
returned to the county when the individual vacates the premises or paid to the recipient’s 
new landlord as a vendor payment. The vendor payment of returned funds shall not be 
considered a new use of emergency assistance. 

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.82, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

Subd. 2. FOSTER CARE MAINTENANCE PAYMENTS. Notwithstanding 
subdivision 1, for the purposes of foster care maintenance payments under Title IV—E of 
the federal Social Security Act, United States Code, title 42, sections 670 to 676, during 
the period beginning July 1, 1985, and ending December 31, 1985, the county paying the 
maintenance costs shall be reimbursed for the costs from those federal funds available for 
that purpose together with an amount of state funds equal to a percentage of the difierence 
between the total cost and the federal funds made available for payment. This percentage 
shall not exceed the percentage specified in subdivision 1 for the aid to families with de- 
pendent children program. In the event that the state appropriation for this purpose is less 
than the state percentage set ir1 subdivision 1, the reimbursement shall be ratably reduced 
to the county. Beginning January 1, 1986, for the purpose of foster care maintenance pay- 
ments under Title IV—E of the Social Security Act, United States Code, title 42, sections 
670 to 676, the county paying the maintenance costs must be reimbursed for the costs 
from the federal money available for the purpose. Beginning July 1, 1997, for the pur- 
poses of determining a child’s eligibility under title IV—E of th§c§1l—S$1rTy Etfie 
p1acing_agency slill E AFDC requirements Effect o_@ 1, —‘— 

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.9354, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. 8. SPONSOR’S INCOME AND RESOURCES DEEMED AVAILABLE. 
When deterTnining eligibility for any federal or sgge benefits under sections 256.9351 to 
256.9363 a_nd 256.9366 to 256.9369, me incdr-ne ind resources pf a_ll noncitizens whos_e 
sponsor signed an affidavit of support is defined under tl1_e United State Code, title 8,E 
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tion 1183a shall be deemed to include their sponsors’ income fl resources g defined in 
E?Personal Resfonsibilitfand Work Opportunity Reconciliation E o_f 1996, Bl, 
fiblic I._aw_ Number 104-193, sections Eg 

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.055, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. AFDC FAMILIES. Until March 31, 1998, medical assistance may be paid 
for a person who is eligible for or reTiving, or whcW5u1d be eligible for, except for ex- 
cess income or assets, public assistance under the aid to families with dependent children 
program in efiect as of July 16, 1996, as required by the Personal Responsibility and 
Work O@o_rt_1in_ityHI{_ecW:ili_a't'ion éc_t—o_f 1996 (PERWORA), Public law Numfi 
104-193. ' 

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.055, is amended by adding a subdi- 
vision to read: 

Subd. 3a. MFIP—S FAMILIES; FAMILIES ELIGIBLE UNDER PRIOR 
AFD—C.RTJIES. (21) Beginning January 1, 1998, or on the date that MFIP—S is imple- 
mented in counties? medical assistance m_ay—bepa17dfo_r aper§§1mTeivmg pubfic_assis_— 
tance under the MFIP4S program. 

————— ‘--E 

(b) Beginning January 1, 1998, medical assistance may be paid for a person who 
would—l1ave been eligible for—public assistance under the iric?n1?,aE1d_r<:s—ou_rce standafis 
and de1flti_on_r'equireme_1its, or who would have beeT1_e1igib1e bfiigor excess income or 
Eats, under the state’s AFDC—pla_nh1 effectas—c>ffi16, 1996:as—1equired b'3EPe_r_- 
sonal Responfiility and WorkT)pp5rtunity_ReEcF:iliWoi17X_5t—of 1996 (PITWERH, 
Public I:a_v\_r Number 1_0—4_—193. 

~_ _ 
Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.055, subdivision 5, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 5. PREGNANT WOMEN; DEPENDENT UNBORN CHILD. Medical 
assistance may be paid for a pregnant woman who has written verification of a positive 
pregnancy test from a physician or licensed registered nurse, who meets the other eligi- 
bility criteria of this section and who would be categorically eligible for assistance under 
theaidtefiamiliesuéthdependentehildreaprogram state’s AFDC plan in effect as of July 
16, 1996, as required by the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportu-nit3TeFc>i1ciE 
{fin Act of_1996 (1>RvW)T1“A), Public Law Number @2193, if the child had been born 
arfivfi living with the woman. For pur—p—6ses of this subdivision, a woman is considered 
pregnant for 60 days postpartum. 

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.056, subdivision 1a, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 1a. INCOME AND ASSETS GENERALLY. Unless specifically required 
by state law or rule or federal law or regulation, the methodologies used in counting in- 
come and assets to determine eligibility for medical assistance for persons whose eligi- 
bility category is based on blindness, disability, or age of 65 or more years, the methodol- 
ogies for the supplemental security income program shall be used, except that payments 
made pursuant according to a court order for the support of children shall be excluded 
from income in an amount not to exceed the diflerence between the applicable income 
standard used in the state’s medical assistance program for aged, blind, and disabled per- ‘ 
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sons and the applicable income standard used in the state’s medical assistance program 
for families with children. Exclusion of court—ordered child support payments is subject 
to the condition that if there has been a change in the financial circumstances of the person 
with the legal obligation to pay support since the support order was entered, the person 
with the legal obligation to pay support has petitioned for modification of the support or- 
der. For families and children, which includes all other eligibility categories, the method- 
ologies fertheaidte£amihes%4thdependentelfildrenpregramunderseefien256#3m- 
der the state’s AFDC plan in effect as of July 16, 1996, as required by the Personal Re: 
Efinffsfbility and workT)fiao“nun1ty riaéaxmafin Act ofi996 (1=RWT>R'A), Public L7 
Number 104-7193, shall be used. Effective upon fecfrafiipproval, in—kind contributTs 
to, and payments made on behalf of, a recipient, by an obligor, in satisfaction of or in addi- 
tion to a temporary or permanent order for child support or maintenance, shall be consid- 
ered income to the recipient. For these purposes, a “methodology” does not include an 
asset or income standard, or accounting method, or method of determining effective 
dates. 

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.056, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. ASSET LIMITATIONS. To be eligible for medical assistance, a person 
must not individually own more than $3,000 in assets, or if a member of a household with 
two family members, (husband and wife, or parent and child), the household must not 
own more than $6,000 in assets, plus $200 for each additional legal dependent. In addi- 
tion to these maximum amounts, an eligible individual or family may accrue interest on 
these amounts, but they must be reduced to the maximum at the time of an eligibility rede- 
termination. The accumulation of the clothing and personal needs allowance par-suant 
according to section 256B.35 must also be reduced to the maximum at the time of the 
eligibility redetermination. The value of assets that are not considered in determining eli- 
gibility for medical assistance is the value of those assets that are exeluded by the aid te 
families with dependent ehildren pregr-am excluded under the AFDC state plan as of July 
16, 1996, as required by the Personal Responsibility and WTrk Opportunity Reco—rici_liz; 
En Act of_1996 (PRVWTA), Public Law Number 101-193, for families and children, 
a_ndt—lie_s—u_pplemental security incomcrpfiigram for aged, blind, and disabled persons, 
with the following exceptions: 

(a) Household goods and personal effects are not considered. 

(b) Capital and operating assets of a trade or business that the local agency deter- 
mines are necessary to the person’s ability to earn an income are not considered. 

(c) Motor vehicles are excluded to the same extent excluded by the supplemental 
security income program. 

((1) Assets designated as burial expenses are excluded to the same extent excluded 
by the supplemental security income program. 

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.056, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 4. INCOME. To be eligible for medical assistance, a person must not have, or 
anticipate receiving, semiannual income in excess of 120 percent of the income standards 

' 

by family size used in under the aid to families with dependent children pregram state 
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plan as of July 16, 1996, as required by th_e Personal Responsibility E Work Opportuni- 
t‘y?£6Eci1’Ta'tiB‘fi Ac_t o_f 1996 (PRWORA), Public I_.aw Number 104-193, except that 
families and children may have an income up to 133-1/3 percent of the AFDC income 
standard. In computing income to determine eligibility of persons who are not residents 
of long—term care facilities, the commissioner shall disregard increases in income as re- 
quired by Public Law Numbers 94-566, section 503; 99-272; and 99-509. Veterans aid 
and attendance benefits are considered income to the recipient. 

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.057, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. PREGNANT WOMEN AND INFANTS. (a) An infant less than 
one year of age or a pregnant woman who has written verification (F a positive pregnancy 
test from a physician or licensed registered nurse, is eligible for medical assistance if 
countable family income is equal to or less than 275 percent of the federal poverty guide- 
line for the same family size. For purposes of this subdivision, “countable family in- 
come” means the amount of income considered available using the methodology of the 
AFDC program under the state’s AFDC plan as of July 16, 1996, as required by the Per- 
sonal Responsibility afidwork Opport1mi_ty~R<3EoTiliaToi17‘Tt3f 1996 (PRWCRAX 
Public Law Number 107—193, except for the earned income (Eeg—ard and employment 
deducti(>—n§: An amount equal to the amount of earned income exceeding 275 percent of 
the federal poverty guideline, up to a maximum of the amount by which the combined 
total of 185 percent of the federal poverty guideline plus the earned income disregards 
and deductions of the AFDC program under the state’s AFDC plan as of July 16, 1996, as 
required by the Personal Responsibility and—Work Opportu11iWRe<§ri5i'liaFi—51-1—Kr:—to—f 
1996 (PRWCFA), Public Law Number IOKI93, exceeds 275 percent of the federaffpov: 
erty guideline will be dedu_c"te_d for pregnant women and infants less than one year of age. 
Eligibility for a pregnant woman or infant less than one year of age under this subdivision 
must be determined without regard to asset standards established in section 256B.056, 
subdivision 3. 

(b) An infant born on or after January 1, 1991, to a woman who was eligible for and 
receifig medical assistance on the date of the child’s birth shall continue to be eligible 
for medical assistance without redetermination until the child’s first birthday, as long as 
the child remains in the woman’s household. 

Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.057, subdivision 1b, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. lb. PREGNANT WOMEN AND INFANTS; EXPANSION. (a) This sub- 
division supersedes subdivision 1 as long as the Minnesota health care reform waiver re- 
mains in effect. When the waiver expires, the commissioner of human services shall pub- 
lish a notice in the State Register and notify the revisor of statutes. An infant less than two 
years of age or a pregnant woman who has written verification of a positive pregna:ncy 
test from a physician or licensed registered nurse, is eligible for medical assistance if 
countable family income is equal to or less than 275 percent of the federal poverty guide- 
line for the same family size. For purposes of this subdivision, “countable family in- 
come” means the amount of income considered available using the methodology of the AFDC program under the state’s AFDC plan as of July 16, 1996, as required by the Per- 
sonal Responsibility afiwork Opport1mTyT{e_3oh5iliation Act—of 1996 (PFW_‘(-)_I3rA—), 
Public E Number 151-193, except for the earned income (HS-1'_CE.1‘d and employment 
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deductions. An amount equal to the amount of earned income exceeding 275 percent of 
the federal poverty guideline, up to a maximum of the amount by which the combined 
total of 185 percent of the federal poverty guideline plus the earned income disregards 
and deductions of the AFDC program under the state’s AFDC plan as of July 16, 1996, as 
required by the Personal Responsibility and—Work Opportunity Recorfiil-iation Act 6? 
1996 (PRVVORA), Public Law Number 101193, exceeds 275 percent of the feder:Tp_ov: 
erty guideline will be deducted for pregnant women and infants less than two years of 
age. Eligibility for a pregnant woman or infant less than two years of age under this subdi- 
vision must be determined without regard to asset standards established in section 
256B.056, subdivision 3. 

(b) An infant born on or after January 1, 1991, to a woman who was eligible for and 
receixfng medical assistance on the date of the child’s birth shall continue to be eligible 
for medical assistance without redetermination until the child ’s second birthday, as long 
as the child remains in the woman’s household. 

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.O57, subdivision 2b, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2b. N0 ASSET TEST FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS; EX- 
PANSION. This subdivision supersedes subdivision 2a as long as the Minnesota health 
care reform waiver remains in effect. When the waiver expires, this subdivision expires 
and the commissioner of human services shall publish a notice in the State Register and 
notify the revisor of statutes. Eligibility for medical assistance for a person under age 21, 
and the person’s parents or relative caretakers as defined in the aid to families with de- 

2§6Be0§§, 3 under the state’s AFDC plan in effect as of July 16, 1996, as re- 
quired by the Personal Responsfia-ility and Work O_r$5rTunity R_e_cc)_ncE1’ti3riAcT)'fT9—9_6_ 
(PRWOT-RAX Public Law Number 104-193, and who live in the same houselEld_as the 
person eligible und'er3_g_e21, must be determined without regard to asset standards estab- 
lished in section 256B.056. 

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.O6, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 4. CITIZENSHIP REQUIREMENTS. (a) Eligibility for medical assis- 
tance is limited to citizens of the United States and arias lawfiul-l-y ael-mitted for perma- 
nemmsideneemethewfisepamanemlyre§dmgmtheUnitedSmtesandertheeobro£ 
h%AJienswheareseddnglegalizafi9nunderthe%igmfienRef9rmaadGmHolAet 

éersubdivEien1andsee§em2§6B£§5m256B=062meefigib1ewweeivemedieala& 

wquHemen$e£medieflas§smneeundersubdivi§enlmeeHgible£erpaymeme£eam 
andsewieestmoughthepefiede£p$gnaneyandsn§weé$pestpa#amePaymemshaH 
alsebemadeferammdseaéeesthatamfunfishedwanafienfiegadlessefmnnigrw 

and%H4eesareneeessary£ertheReatmemefanemageneymedmfleendifiemawept 

temfiemergeneymediealeendifienflmeansamediefleendifienanemdmghbmmdde 
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livery; that if not immediately treated eeuld cause a person physical or mental 
eentinuation of severe pain; or deatlah, qualified noncitizens a_s defined 
sion, ag other persons residing lawfully th_e United States. 

(6) “Qualified noncitizen” means a person who meets one of the following immigra- 
ticm criteria: 

9 admitted fgr lawful permanent residence according t_o United States Code, file 
8; 

(_22 admitted t_o th_e United States as a_ refugee according to United States Code, ;ti_tl_e 
_8_, section 1157; 

Q granted asylum according t_o United States Code, § section 1158; 
Q granted withholding o_f deportation according t_o United States Code, @ §_, §e_c: 

ti_qn 1253(h); 

Q paroled Q a period of a_t E ge year according t_o_ United States Code, Ede§ 
section 1182(d)(5); 

Q granted conditional entrant status according t_o United States Code, tii _8__, sec: 
t_io_n 1153(a)(7); o_r 

Q determined t_o be a battered noncitizen by E United States Attorney General 
according to th_e Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Ag of 1996, 
gt_1_e y_ of the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations Public Evy Number 104——200. 
Q All qualified noncitizens _w_h_o were residing fie United States before August 

Q, 1996, who otherwise meet th_e eligibility requirements o_f chapter 256B, am eligible 
fpr medical assistance with federal financial participation. 

Q All qualified noncitizens w_lg entered tfi United States Q o_r after August 
1996, §u1_d wig otherwise meet th_e eligibility requirements of chapter 256B, are eligible Q medical assistance with federal financial participation through November fig 1996. 

Beginning December 1, 1996, qualified noncitizens who entered the United States 
on or after August 22, 1996,3nd who otherwise meet the eli—g-ibility requfements of chap- 
ter 256B are eligible for medical assistance with federal participation for five years if they 

39 following criteria: 
Q refugees admitted to the United States according t_o United States Code, fie fl,‘ section 1157; 

Q persons granted asylum according t_o United States Code, @ §, section 1158; 
persons granted withholding pf deportation according t_o United States code, 

_titl_e § section 1253(h); 
_(_i_\Q veterans o_f fie United States Armed Forces with a_n honorable discharge E a reason other than noncitizen status, their spouses and unmarried minor dependent chil- 

dren; or 
— —_ 

(V) persons on active duty in the United States Armed Forces, other than for training, 
their spouses £1 unmarried minor dependent children. 
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Beginning December _1, 1996, qualified noncitizens E _dp Emeet 93 o_ft_h§ 
teria in items to (V) are eligible for medical assistance without federal financial partici- 
pation as described paragraph 

(e) Noncitizens who are not qualified noncitizens as defined in paragraph (b), who 
are laT7v—fully residing Ehefifirfited States and who otherwise meet the eligibility—r7,fi1Kr; 
Ems of chapter 2561?, 5:? eligible for me—di<_:al-assistance under clauses (1) to (3). These 
individuals must cooperate with the Immigration and Naturalization Serviaewtdpursue 
any applicabfimmigrationfiatdgincluding citizenship, that would qualifyfirem for 
mElica1. assistance federal financial participation. 

1 - 
(1) Persons who were medical assistance recipients on August _2& 1996, ar_e eligible 

for medical assistance with federal financial participation through December _?$ 1996. 

Q) Beginning January _1_, 1997, persons described in clause (1) are eligible Q medi- 
gal assistance without federal financial participation § described paragraph 

(3) Beginning December 1, 1996, persons residing in the United States prior to Au- 
gust 52-, 1996, who were not re_c_eiving medical assistance_and persons who a~rri_ved—oKo_r 
aiT.rK1gust 2271996, arcgligible for medical assistance WEHOUC federal_f_i-nancial partic- 
Eafion as deEibed paragraph 

(f) Nonimmigrants who otherwise meet the eligibility requirements of chapter 256B 
are eligible for the benefits as provided in paragraphs (g) to (i). For purposes of this subdi- 
Wsion, a “nonjmmigran ” is a person in one of the classes listed in United States Code, 
_trt_1g § section 1101(a)(15)_._ 

‘ “ ” “ '“ “ 

(g) Payment shall also be made for care and services that are furnished to nonciti- 
zens,r—egardless ofEm—igr3ti_or1—s.t'at_11sT\'2t/H)-<>t—l1?rwise mee_t_the-eligibility requirements 
of chapter 256B,—'1fsuch care and servicesare necessary for thefieatment of an emergency 
medical condition, except i‘c_>r organ transplants and related c_ar_e an_d services Ed routine 
prenatal care. 

(h) For purposes of this subdivision, the term “emergency medical condition” 
means} n—1e—dical conditflnfirat meets the reE1fir¢Ee1_1ts of United States Code, title 42, 
section_1396b(v). 

— '“ _ —— 
(i) Pregnant noncitizens who are undocumented or nonimmigrants, who otherwise 

meett_he eligibility requiremer§fc—hapter 256B, are ehgible for medical zFsr'stance pay- 
ment without federal financial participation for care and services through the period of 
pregnancy, Ed 62 days postpartum, except fr? laF5r7@ delivery. 

— - 
(j) Qualified noncitizens as described in paragraph (d), and all other noncitizens 

lawfully residing in the United States as descfibed in paragra—FhE)_, vvlipaj ineligible for 
medical assistance with federal financial participation and who otherwisaneet the eligi- 
bility requirements_cTchapter 256B and of this paragrzfih, are—eligible for E&TiEaT assis- 
tance without federal financial parti(§;§1t_i3rT.T)ualified norE:-itizens as dgcribed in para- 
graph (d) are only eligible for medical assistance without federal financial partiapation 

fo_r fij/_e years from their datepf entry intg th_e United States. 

(k) The commissioner shall submit to the legislature by December 31, 1998, a report 
93 the number o_f recipients ag _c9_st <_)_f coverage o_fgr_e and services made according t9 
paragraphs grid 
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Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.06, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. 5. DEEMING OF SPONSOR INCOME AND RESOURCES. WhenE 
termining eligibility for any federal or state funded medical assistance under section, 
the income and resofies pf all noncitizens shall E deemed t_o include their sponsors’ 
ficome andrgources as required under tfi Personal Responsibility Ed Work Opportu- 
nity Recoffciiiation §ofo_i 1996, title rg Public Lfl Number 104-193, sections Q _a_n§l_ fig section effective ge_(l_:i—y following final enactment. 

Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256B.062, is amended to read: 
256B.062 CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY. 
Medical assistance may be paid for persons who received aid to families with de- 

pendent children in at least three of the six months preceding the month in which the per- 
son became ineligible for aid to families with dependent children, if the ineligibility was 
due to an increase in hours of employment or employment income or due to the loss of an 
earned income disregard. A person who is eligible for extended medical assistance is en- 
titled to six months of assistance without reapplication, unless the assistance unit ceases 
to include a dependent child. For a person under 21 years of age, medical assistance may 
not be discontinued within the six—month period of extended eligibility until it has been 
determined that the person is not otherwise eligible for medical assistance. Medical assis- 
tance may be continued for an additional six months if the person meets all requirements 
for the additional six months, according to Title XIX of the Social Security Act, as 
amended by section 303 of the Family Support Act of 1988, Public Law Number 
100-485. section repealed effective March QL 1998. 

See. 22. [256B.0635] CONTINUED-ELIGIBILITY IN SPECLAL CIR- 
CUMSTANCES. 

Subdivision 1. INCREASED EMPLOYMENT. Beginning January 1, 1998, med- 
ical assistance may be paid for persons who received MFIP——S or medical £sis7t—arIc?f<)_r 
Efmilies and chifefinfieafi three of suxirnonths preceding the_month in which the per: 
son beca'r_ne_ineligible_fo'f‘M?I’-—S or medical assistance, if thfineligibility was due to an %ease in hours of employment or employment income_or_d_ue to the loss'oTan_€aTned 
income di§regard.Tn addition, to receive continued assistarY:e—_11~ricErms—s§:ti_(>n,— p?rEf1—s 
who received medical assistance for families and children but did 11-0? receive MFIP--S 

sponsibfiity and Work Oppbrhinity ReEonciTtiTn Act ofT996 (PRWOR—A), Public Law 
Number 1047193, at the time medical assistance elfiility began. A person who is em 
ble for extended me—d—ic7al_a_—_ssistance is entitled to six months of asfitance witho1Fr?aE 
17lica—tion, unless the assistance unit ceases to inaude a dependent child. For a person un- 
der 21 years of age, medical ass—is._tance may not be discontinued withirTt_he six—moEE 
Eaiofi ifafteudefiiigioiiity until it has % H€t'eiTnined that the person is_n6t otherwise 
eligiblfior medical assistance. MedicT1'assistance may be—cE1Wn_ued for an additional six 
months the person meets all requirements for the additional six months, according‘t_o_ 
Title XIX Elbe Social Secifity Act, as amerrdefly section 3(B-I of the Family Suppo~r_t 
§“9f1—98‘s‘, 'rfib'1ieLa_vg N‘umb'emio’—‘485. 

”‘ ““ " 
Subd. 2. INCREASED CHILD OR SPOUSAL SUPPORT. Beginning January 1, 

1998, medifiil assistance rm_y b_e paid gar persons yfl received MFIP—S or medical 
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sistance for families and children in at least three of the six months preceding the month in 
which th_e person became ineligible for MFIP—S or medical assistance, if the ineligibility 
was the result of the collection of chiT or spousalsupport under part D of title IV. In addi- 
tion, to receive cfiltinued assistance under this section, person§l1_()_1'-<e?i\IH1i1_edica1 
a_s_si—st§1ce for families and children but did rfdfreceive MFIP—S n-‘inst have had income 
less than ofequal to the_as_sistance stanlifid f7 their family size uT1d—e:r Etat—e"s AFDC 
pTan—‘1rTef—fec?t7a1?)f_Ji1E 16, 1996, as required_bThe Person_a-l—Responsi_bi1ity and Work 
o—;;;ac)Ttu?if;T1$c6E1Ei“1E1tiE1 Act of—1996 (PRWTDRX), Public Law Number 1074193, at 
the time medical assistance elig—ibihty began. A person who is efgible for extended med: 
El assistance under this subdivision is entitled to four months of assistance without reap- 
plication, unless the assistance unit ceases to include a dependent child. For a person un- 
der 21 years of age: medical as?is_tance rnaynot be discontinued withinfie four—month 
E5436 ofeirtcmcaaligibflity until it has—b—eenEt§rnined that the person Eiot otherwise 
eligib1e__fg medical assistance. 

—__-— —_—_ _— 
Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.01, subdivision 1, is amended to 

read: 

Subdivision 1. POLICY. The objectives of sections 25 6D.01 to 256D.21 are to pro- 
vide a sound administrative structure for public assistance programs; to maximize the use 
of federal money for public assistance purposes; to provide an integrated public assis- 
tance program for all persens eligible households inthe state without adequate income or 
resources to maintain a subsistence reasonably compatible with decency and health; and 
to provide services to help employable and potentially employable persons prepare for 
and attain self—sufficiency and obtain permanent work. 

It is deelaredte be the policy of thisstate that per-sens eligible households unable to 
provide for themselves and not otherwise provided for by law anelwho meet the eligibil- 
ity requirements of sections 25 6D.01 to 256D.21 are entitled to receive grants of general 
assistance necessary to maintain a subsistence reasonably compatible with decency and 
health. Providing this assistance is a matter of public concern and a necessity in promot- 
ing the public health and welfare. 

Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.01, subdivision la, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. la. STANDARDS. (a) A principal objective in providing general assistance 
is to provide forperseas single adults, childless couples, or children as defined in section 
256D.02, subdivision 6, ineligible for federal programs~who are urnable to provide for 
themselves. The minimT1m standard of assistance determines the total amount of the gen- 
eral assistance grant without separate standards for shelter, utilities, or other needs. 

(b) The commissioner shall set the standard of assistance for an assistance unit con- 
sisting of an adult recipient who is childless and unmarried or living apart from children 
and spouse and who does not live with a parent or parents or a legal custodian. When the 
other standards specified in this subdivision increase, this standard must also be in- 
creased by the same percentage. 

(c) For an assistance unit consisting of a single adult who lives with a parent or par- 
ents, the general assistance standard of assistance is the amount that the aid to families 
with dependent children standard of assistance, in effect on July 16, 1996, would increase 
if the recipient were added as an additional mirlo—r_<?lHcl~tFarTs.si§ance unit consisting of 
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pamgsaph($gthefi£st$50e£mtflehfldwppefire%Nedbyanasdstmeeumtinamenth 
must be exeluded and the balanee eeunted as uaeamed income. 

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.01, subdivision 1e, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 1e. RULES REGARDING EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE. In order to 
maximize the use e£ fiederal iunds; The commissioner shall adopt rules; t9 the extent per- 

families with dependent ehildren; and under the terms of sections 256D.01 to 256D.21 
for general assistance, to require use of the emergency program under aid to families with 
dependent children or MFIP—S as the primary financial resource when available. The 
commissioner shall adopt rules for eligibility for general assistance of persons with sea- 
sonal income and may attribute seasonal income to other periods not in excess of one year 
from receipt by an applicant or recipient. General assistance payments may not be made 
for foster care, child welfare services, or other social services. Vendor payments and 
vouchers may be issued only as authorized in sections 256D.05, subdivision 6, and 
256D.09. 

Sec. 26. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.02, subdivision 6, is amended to 
read:

' 

Subd. 6. “Child” means an adult or minor child, a person who qualifies for assis- 
tance under section 256D.05, subdivision 1, paragraph (-21), clause~(E), or until lvfarch 31, 
1998, the minor of an individual. 

Sec. 27. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section.256D.02, subdivision 12a, is amended to 
read: 

‘Subd. 12a. RESIDENT. (a) For purposes of eligibility for general assistance and 
general assistance medical care, a person must be a resident o_f state. 

(b) A “resident” is a person living in the state for at least 30 days with the intention of 
makingthe person’s home here and not for any temporary purpose. Time spent in a shel- 
ter for battered women shall count toward satisfying the 30-day resiTn'cy_rTqu'i}enEr1_t. 
mlapplicants for these pTograms are required to demo-rfitrate the requisite intent and can 
do so in any of the following ways: 

(1) by showing that the applicant maintains a residence at a verified address, other 
than a place of public accommodation. An applicant may verify a residence address by 
presenting a valid state driver ’s license, a state identification card, a voter registration 
card, a rent receipt, a statement by the landlord, apartment manager, or homeovsmer veri- 
fying that the individual is residing at the address, or other form of verification approved 
by the commissioner; or 

(2) by verifying residence in aeeerdanee with according to Minnesota Rules, part 
95001219, subpart 3, item c.

‘ 
{b)(i)Anapp§eamMthehasbeenmthestate£orlessthan30daysshdlbeeonsi¢ 

eredaresidentifiheapplieanteanprevidedeeumentatione 
Qlathattheapplieantwasbeminthestater; 
(2)thattheappheanthasbeenaleng4imeresideme£thesmteerwas£ermerlya 

wsidemefthestaeferatleastaéédaysandmretuanngmthestaefiematemporay 
absenee;asthesetermsaredefinedinrulesadoptedbytheeemmissiener—; 
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(3)thmtheappheamhaseemewtheMatemjemadesesehfivewhieh;£erpu£peses 
efthmsubdwlsiemmemsaparenggrmdpaengbmthegfiswgspeusememldgm 

(4)thattheappheanthaseememthissmtemaeeeptabemfidee££ere£empbyrnem 
fer whieh the applieant is eligible; 

For general assistance medical care, a county agency shall waive the 30-day resi- 
dencyrequirement in cases of inelueling medical emergencies;erwhereun— 
usual hardship weulel result from denial ef general assistanee medical eare. For _g_e_I_1i1l 
assistance, a county may shgl waive the 30-day residency requirement in ease—sef emer— 

inelueling medical emergencies; as where unusual hardship would result from 
denial of general assistance. For purposes of this subdivision, “unusual hardship” means 
tl1_e applicant without shelter—o_r withohtfirilable resources f_or food. 

The county agency must report to the commissioner within 30 days on any waiver 
granted under this section. The county shall not deny an application solely because the 
applicant does not meet at least one of the criteria in this subdivision, but shall continue to 
process the application and leave the application pending until the residency requirement 
is met or until eligibility or ineligibility is established. 

((1) For purposes of paragraph (c), the following definitions apply (1) “metropolitan 
statisHEalTrea” is as dained by theffsofensus Bureau; (2) “shelter” in—(:1udes any shel- 
ter that is lTaTe-d \Tithin the mefiopohtan statistical areacontaining the count)r—au1d for 
\7vhi?:—l1tl1—e applicant is eligible, provided the applicanmies not have tc>—travel mo*r_e‘t.lfi 
20 mile'sTo reach theshelter and has accesfir transportaF6‘r1—tWre—s‘lTe‘lEE1sT2)‘ dyes 
not apply t2 counties th_e Minneapolis~St. PL1 metropolitan statistical ani 

(e) Migrant workers as defined in section 256J .08 and, until March 31, 1998, their 
imme—d_iate families are exempt from the 30-day residen(:3Teq_f1Ement, pm—videcW1EmT 
grant worker provides verification that_the migrant family worked in this state within the 
last 12 months and earned at 1eastW,0T0 in gross wages during_t:'heErnTt:l1e migrarfi WEE worked Ellis state._ ~_ _ — ‘Wu _ :-T 

Q2 l*‘_o_r purposes of eligibility E emergency general assistance, the 30-day residen— 
gy requirement paragraph Q shall no_t be waived. Q If arg provision o_f subdivision enjoined from implementation or found 
unconstitutional b_y E court _of competent jurisdiction, tl1_e remaining provisions shall 
remain valid an_d shall E given _f_u_ll effect. 

Sec. 28. [256D.024] PERSONS PROHIBITED FROM RECEIVING GENER- AL ASSISTANCE, GENERAL ASSISTANCE MEDICAL CARE, MINNESOTA 
SUPPLEMENTAL AID. 

Subdivision 1. PERSON CONVICTED OF DRUG OFFENSES. (3) If an appli- 
cant has been conficted of a drug offense after July 1, 1997, the assistanceEiTis_ineli§-' 
bTd<nTc§e§ts under this—<:h2—1pt?r until fivTw:aEaftE the applicant has corfilefed terms 
oTtlI(:—court—ordered sentence, unless thjerson isfirticipating in afiug treatment pro- 
Ea_1fi_, has successfully completed a drEtreatmerTt program, or ha_s.—l)'e§1-‘assessed bfilfi 
countyfid determined not to be in_rEed of a drug treatment pro:frarE.—Persons subjE:tt7o— 
the limifions of this s11lTiVi%rTw~l1_c)_lu§()—rrF=.ligible for assistance under this chapte_r 
@111 be sub} ect—tcfi§ndom drug tes,t:'1ng as a condition o_fT:ontinued eligibilifi/‘and shall 
@el_igibihty _f_cE benefits Efiia yearsdbeginning tl_1_e_month following: ‘_ __ 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strileeeue
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(1) any positive test result for an illegal controlled substance; or (2) discharge of sfi 
tence after conviction Q another drug felony. 

(b) For the purposes of this subdivision, “drug offense” means a conviction that oc- 
cuneffaffi my 1, 1997,_ofs——e?:tions 152.021 to 152.025, 152.0261, or 152.096".1")E§ 
offenseal-s6 552-,En?a conviction in another jurisdiction of the possessiorf use, or distr_ib—u—-_ 

tion of a controlled substance, o_r-conspiracy to commit afi of these offensegif the of- 
Eefloccurred after July 1, 199-7, and the conviction is a_faonyTfe—nse in thatJTuH§di—c—- “- 

Subd. 2. PAROLE VIOLATORS. An individual violating a condition of probation 
or parole orsupervised release imposed under federal law or the law of any state is ineligi- 

ge t_o receive benefits under chapter. 

Subd. 3. FLEEING FELON S. An individual who is fleeing to avoid prosecution, 
or custody, Kr confinement after convic_tion for a crirFe_tHat is a fel6r_1y—ufier the laws of 
the jurisdictfin from whichhfigindividual rEEs“, or in tE:a—se of New Jersey, isafifi 
misdemeanor, i_sT:ligib1e t3:_receive benefits und_er_cW>ter_. 

__ _ * —_ 
Subd. 4. DENIAL OF ASSISTANCE FOR TEN YEARS TO A PERSON 

FOUND TO— HAVE FRAUDULENTLY MISREPRESENTED RESIDENCY. An in- 
dividual who is convicted in federal or state court of having made a fraudulent statgaf 
or represefition with resp_ect to the—p1—ac§of resiaence of the individual in order to re- 
Eive assistance siT1Fltaneous1)7 E3 two oTm_ore statesfi ineligible to receive benefit—s 
uTler chapter E ten year_s beginriingan th_e E <_)_fT_he convictidn. 

Sec. 29. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.03, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. GENERAL ASSISTANCE MEDICAL CARE; ELIGIBILITY. (a) 
General assistance medical care may be paid for any person who is not eligible for medi- 
cal assistance under chapter 256B, including eligibility for medical assistance based on a 
spenddown of excess income according to section 256B.O56, subdivision 5, and: 

(1) who is receiving assistance under section 256D.05, or who is having a payment 
made on the person’s behalf under sections 2561.01 to 2561.06; or 

(2)(i) who is a resident of Minnesota; and whose equity in assets is not in excess of 
$1,000 per assistance unit. No asset test shall be applied to children and their parents liv- 
ing in the same household. Exempt assets, the reduction of excess assets, and the waiver 
of excess assets must conform to the medical assistance program in chapter 256B, with 
‘the following exception: the maximum amount of undistributed funds in a trust that could 
be distributed to or on behalf of the beneficiary by the trustee, assuming the full exercise 
of the trustee’s discretion under the terms of the trust, must be applied toward the asset 
maximum; and 

(ii) who has countable income not in excess of the assistance standards established 
in section 25 6B.056, subdivision 4, or whose excess income is spent down pursuant ac- 
cording to section 256B.05 6, subdivision 5, using a,six—month budget period, except thfi 
a one—month budget period must be used for recipients residing in a long—term care facil- 
ity. The method for calculating earned income disregards and deductions for a person 
who resides with a dependent child under age 21 shall be as specified in seetien 25644; 

-1 follow section 256B.O56, However, if a disregard of $30 and one—third of 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by Strikeout:

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



617 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 85, Art. 3 

the remainder described in section 256.74, subdivision 1, clause (4), has been applied to 
the wage earner’s income, the disregard shall not be applied again until the wage eamer’s 
income has not been considered in an eligibility determination for general assistance, 
general assistance medical care, medical assistance, or aid to families with dependent 
children or MFIP—S for 12 consecutive months. The earned income and work expense 
deductiorfi for a person who does not reside with a dependent child under age 21 shall be 
the same as the method used to determine eligibility for a person under section 256D.06, 
subdivision 1, except the disregard of the first $50 of earned income is not allowed; or 

(3) who would be eligible for medical assistance except that the person resides in a 
facility that is determined by the commissioner or the federal health care financing ad- 
ministration to be an institution for mental diseases. 

(b) Eligibility is available for the month of application, and for three months prior to 
application if the person was eligible in those prior months. A redetermination of eligibil- 
ity must occur every 12 months. 

(c) General assistance medical care is not available for a person in a correctional fa- 
cility unless the person is detained by law for less than one year in a county correctional or 
detention facility as a person accused or convicted of a crime, or admitted as an inpatient 
to a hospital on a criminal hold order, and the person is a recipient of general assistance 
medical care at the time the person is detained by law or admitted on a criminal hold order 
and as long as the person continues to meet other eligibility requirements of this subdivi- 
sion. 

(d) General assistance medical care is not available for applicants or recipients who 
do not cooperate with the county agency to meet the requirements of medical assistance. 

(e) In determining the amount of assets of an individual, there shall be included any 
asset or interest in an asset, including an asset excluded under paragraph (a), that was giv- 
en away, sold, or disposed of for less than fair market value within the 60 months preced- 
ing application for general assistance medical care or during the period of eligibility. Any 
transfer described in this paragraph shall be presumed to have been for the purpose of 
establishing eligibility for general assistance medical care, unless the individual fur- 
nishes convincing evidence to establish that the transaction was exclusively for another 
purpose. For purposes of this paragraph, the value of the asset or interest shall be the fair 
market value at the time it was given away, sold, or disposed of, less the amount of com- 
pensation received. For any uncompensated transfer, the number of months of ineligibil- 
ity, including partial months, shall be calculated by dividing the uncompensated transfer 
amount by the average monthly per person payment made by the medical assistance pro- 
gram to skilled nursing facilities for the previous calendar year. The individual shall re- 
main ineligible until this fixed period has expired. The period of ineligibility may exceed 
30 months, and a reapplication for benefits after 30 months from the date of the transfer 
shall not result in eligibility unless and until the period of ineligibility has expired. The 
period of ineligibility begins in the month the transfer was reported to the county agency, 
or if the transfer was not reported, the month in which the county agency discovered the 
transfer, whichever comes first. For applicants, the period of ineligibility begins on the 
date of the first approved application. 

_@ When determining eligibility E fly state benefits under subdivision, the income and resources o_f a_ll noncitizens shall be deemed t_o include their sponsor ’s 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout-
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come an_d resources a_s defined th_e Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act o_f 1996, tide’ 13 Public Law‘ Number 104-193, sections 421 an_d 

(Q (g)(1) Beginning Qeteber 1-, 4-993; An undocumented alien noncitizen or a non- 
immigrarf is ineligible for general assistance medical care other than emergency ser- 
vices. For purposes of this subdivision, a nonimmigrant is an individual in one or more of 
the classes listed in United States Code, title 8, section 1101(a)(15), and an undocument- 
ed alien noncitizen is an individual who resides in the United States without the approval 
or acquiescence of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

(2) This paragraph does not apply to a child under age 18, to a Cuban or 
Haitian entrant as defined in Public Law Number 96-422, section 501(c)(1) or (2)(a), or 
to an alien a noncitizen who is aged, blind, or disabled as defined in United States Code, 
title 425 seetien 1382e(a)(1) Code of Federal Regulations, title 42, sections 435.520, 
435.530, 435.531, 435.540, a:fizT3‘5341, who cooperates wrtrfiieifimjgration and Nat- 
uralization Service to pursneany app1icabl<?immigrationTat1E,_ including citi:{ens—lfiE 
th_at would qualify E lIldlVldlHfl medical assistance federal financial participa- 
tion.

’ 

(3) For purposes of paragraph (f), “emergency services” has the meaning given in 
Code of Federal Regulations, title 42, section 440.255(b)(1), except that it also means 
services rendered because of suspected or actual pesticide poisoning. 

(4_) Notwithstanding arfl other provision of law, a noncitizen who ineligible fg 
medical assistance dire-t_o Q13 deeming o_f 3 sponsor’s income an_d resources, ineligible 

f_or general assistance medical care. 

Sec. 30. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.05, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. ELIGIBILITY. (a) Each person or family whose assistance 
with income and resources are less than the standard of assistance established by the com- 
missioner and with a member who is a resident of the state shall be eligible for and en- 
titled to general assistance if the person or family assistance is: 

(1) a person who is suffering from a professionally certified permanent or temporary 
illness, injury, or incapacity which is expected to continue for more than 30 days and 
which prevents the person from obtaining or retaining employment; 

(2) a person whose presence in the home on a substantially continuous basis is re- 
quired because of the professionally certified illness, injury, incapacity, or the age of 
another member of the household; 

(3) a person who has been placed in, and is residing in, a licensed or certified facility 
for purposes of physical or mental health or rehabilitation, or in an approved chemical 
dependency domiciliary facility, if the placement is based on illness or incapacity and is 
pursuant according to a plan developed or approved by the county agency through its di- 
rector or designated representative; 

(4) a person who resides in a shelter facility described in subdivision 3; 

(5) a person not described in clause (1) or (3) who is diagnosed by a licensed physi- 
cian, psychological practitioner, or other qualified professional, as mentally retarded or 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by sB=ikeeut—.
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mentally ill, and that condition prevents the person from obtaining or retaining employ- 
ment; 

(6) a person who has an application pending for, or is appealing termination of bene- 
fits from, the social security disability program or the program of supplemental security 
income for the aged, blind, and disabled, provided the person has a professionally certi~ 
fied permanent or temporary illness, injury, or incapacity which is expected to continue 
for more than 30 days and which prevents the person from obtaining or retaining employ- 
ment'; 

(7) a person who is unable to obtain or retain employment because advanced age 
significantly affects the person’s ability to seek or engage in substantial work; 

(8) a person who has been assessed by a vocational specialist and, in consultation 
with the county agency, has been determined to be unemployable for purposes of this 
item; clause; a person is considered employable if there exist positions of employment in 
the local labor market, regardless of the current availability of openings for those posi- 

t tions, that the person is capable of performing. The person’s eligibility under this catego- 
ry must be reassessed at least annually. The county agency must provide notice to the per- 
son not later than 30 days before annual eligibility under this item ends, informing the 
person of the date annual eligibility will end and the need for vocational assessment if the 
person wishes to continue eligibility under this clause. For purposes of establishing eligi- 
bility under this clause, it is the app1icant’s or recipient’s duty to obtain any needed voca- 
tional assessment; 

(9) a person who is determined by the county agency, in acccrdance with according 
to permanent rules adopted by the commissioner, to be learning disabled, provided that if 
{rehabilitation plan for the person is developed or approved by the county agency, the 
person is following the plan; 

(10) a child under the age of 18 who is not living with a parent, stepparent, or legal 
custodian, but and only if: the child is legally emancipated or living with an adult with the 
consent of an ag—er1cy acting as a legal custodian; the child is at least 16 years of age and 
the general assistance grant is approved by the director of the county agency or a desig- 
nated representative as a component of a social services case plan for the child; or the 
child is living with an adult with the consent of the child ’s legal custodian and the county 
agency. For purposes of this clause, “legally emancipated” means a person under the age 
of 18 years who: (i) has been married; (ii) is on active duty in the uniformed services of the 
United States; (iii) has been emancipated by a court of competent jurisdiction; or (iv) is 
otherwise considered emancipated under Minnesota law, and for whom county social 
services has not determined that a social services case plan is necessary, for reasons other 
than that the child has failed or refuses to cooperate with the county agency in developing 
the plan; 

(11) until March 31, 1998, a woman in the last trimester of pregnancy who does not 
qualify rofiifi to families with dependent children. A woman who is in the last trimester 
of pregnancy who is currently receiving aid to families with dependent children may be 
granted emergency general assistance to meet emergency needs; 

(12) a person who is eligible for displaced homemaker services, programs, or assis- 
tance under section 268.96, but only if that person is enrolled as a full—time student; 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikecut=
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(13) a person who lives more than twe f(iu_r hours round—trip traveling time from 
any potential suitable employment; 

(14) a person who is involved with protective or conrt—ordered services that prevent 
the applicant or recipient from working at least four hours per day; 

(15)(i) until March 31, 1998, a family as defined in section 256D.O2, subdivision 5, 
which is ineligible for the aid to families with dependent children program. 

(ii) unless exempt under section 256D.051, subdivision 3a, each adult in the unit 
must participate in and cooperate with the food stamp employment and training program 
under section 256D.051 each month that the unit receives general assistance benefits. 
The recipient’s participation must begin no later than the first day of the first full month 
following the determination of eligibility for general assistance benefits. To the extent of 
available resources, and with the county agency’s consent, the recipient may voluntarily 
continue to participate in food stamp employment and training services for up to three 
additional consecutive months immediately following termination of general assistance 
benefits in order to complete the provisions of the recipient’s employability development 
plan. If an adult member fails without good cause to participate in or cooperate with the 
food stamp employment and training program, the county agency shall concurrently ter- 
minate that person’s eligibility for general assistance and food stamps fertwe mantles er 
untileemplianee isaelaieved;whiel=leverisshe1=ter; using the notice, good cause, concilia- 
tion and termination procedures specified in section 256D.051; or 

(16) a person over age 18 whose primary language is not English and who is attend- 
ing high school at least half time; 

(17) a person whose alcohol and drug addiction is a material factor that contributes 
to th<:;)—<:r§on’s disability; applican—ts_who—assert this cE1_1se as a basis for eli—gibility must 
b_<ea—ssessed by the county agency todefirmine ifiliey are a_menable Etreatment; if the 
Eplicant is detTmined to be not amenable to Treatr_n¢§1T, but is otherwise eligible for 
benefits, tfin general assfitfic-emust be paid_in vendor forfup to the limit of the infi 
vidual’s slifier costs; if the applicant is—det<e—rm_ined to be—§nerE)EtTtreat71‘1§1tTtl1e_r$ 
order to receive benefitsrthe applicantnrust be in a tre_at'fient progranf or on a waitElis—t 
31 gg benefits git 93 in 13 vendor f()_rr1:,_E_13_t_o gig liriit o_f th_e indivi-dual’s she1?r 
costs. 

®)Pemmser£amflieswhearenmsmtemsidenmbutwheareedaemiseeligiblefer 
general assistanee may reeeive emesgeney general assistance :9 meet emergeney needs: 

(6) As a condition of eligibility under paragraph (a), clauses (1), (3), (5), (8), and (9), 
the recipient must complete an interim assistance agreement and must apply for other 
maintenance benefits as specified in section 256D‘.O6, subdivision 5, and must comply 
with efforts to determine the recipient’s eligibility for those other maintenance benefits. 

(d-) (c) The burden of providing documentation for a county agency to use to verify 
eligibilityfor general assistance or for exemption from the food stamp employment and 
training program is upon the applicant or recipient. The county agency shall use docu- 
ments already in its possession to verify eligibility, and shall help the applicant or recipi- 
ent obtain other existing verification necessary to determine eligibility which the appli- 
cant or recipient does not have and is unable to obtain.

‘ 

Sec. 31. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.05, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 
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Subd. 2. USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS. Effective March 31, 1998, notwithstanding 
any law to the contrary, if any persen a single g chi1d1ess_c6fipleotherwise eligible 
for general assistance would, but for state statutory restriction or limitation, be eligible 
for a funded federally aided assistance program providing benefits equal to or greater 
than those of general assistance, the persen single E childless couple shall be eligi- 
ble for that federally aided program and ineligible for general assistance; provided, how- 
ever, that (a) nothing in this section shall be construed to extend eligibility for federally 
aided programs to persons not otherwise eligible for general assistance; (b) this section 
shall not be effective to the extent that federal law or regulation require new eligibility for 
federal programs to persons not otherwise eligible for general assistance; and (c) nothing 
in this section shall deny general assistance to a person otherwise eligible who is deter- 
mined ineligible for a substitute federally aided program. 

Sec. 32. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.05, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 5. TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY. The equity value of real and personal 
property transferred without reasonable compensation within 12 months preceding the 
date of application for general assistance must be included in determining the resources 
of an assistance unit in the same manner as in the aid to families with dependent children 
program under chapter 256 g MFIP—S plug chapter E. 

Sec. 33. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.05, subdivision 7, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 7. INELIGIBILITY FOR GENERAL ASSISTANCE. No persen single 
adult or childless couple shall be eligible for general assistance during a period oTdis_- 
EuaTfEation because of sanctions; from any federally aided assistance pregame er if the 
persen eeuld be eensidered an essential persen under seetien 256447 sulaelivisien 1. 

Sec. 34. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.05, subdivision 8, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 8. IIERSQNS INELIGIBLE CITIZENSHIP. (a) Beginning Oeteber 1-, 
1993;anundeeumemedaHenmanenhnmigrantEmeligiblefergenesflm$am%bene 
ffi&FerpurpesesefthiswbdivEiemamnimmig;amisanindwidualhaenemmemef 
thedassesHsmdmUn#edStatesGede,fitle&seeQen1191(a)Q§%mdannndewmerm 
eda§enisanmdividualwhemsidesmtheUn#edSmwswkhemtheappmvalmaeqnie& 
eenee eftlae lmmigratien and Sewiee: 

(l9)5l1hissubdi=visiendeesnetapplyteaehildunderage18;teaGubanerI=Iaitian 
enwantasde£medmPubHeLmvNumber96—4%2gseefien501(e)€19m(2)(a%erte;m 
al4enwheisaged;bli-nd;erdisabledasdefinedinI-lnitedStatesGede¢title4-Zqseetien 
-1382e(a)(—1-): (a) Eflective July 1, 1997, citizenship requirements for applicants and recip- 
ients under sections 256D.01 to 256D.03, subdivision 2, and 256D.04 to 256D.21 shall 

the same as unfit section 256J .11, exceptt_hat legal noncitizens wh<Ta_r'e 
fiplicants or recipients fiist have been residents of MinneTta on March 1, 199TI__egal 
noncitizenswho arrive in Minnesot_a-after March 171997, and bec_ome elderly or disabled 
after that date, and are otherwise eligible for general assistance can receive benefits under @ section. The income and assets of sponsors of noncitizens shall be deemed available 
t_o general asgstance appliiints aE_recipients according £9 t_h_E_P?rs3nal Responsibility 
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gig Work Opportunity Reconciliation 531‘. ff 1996, Public Eaw Number 104-193, Title 
B’, sections f_2_1 and 422. 

(b) As a condition of eligibility, each legal adult noncitizen in the assistance unit 
who his resided the country E fo_11r years gr more El who uricfifl years pig 
must: 

(_12 E enrolled 2_1 literacy class, English a_s 3 second language class, (_>r a citizen 
class; 

Q_) be applying _fp_r admission t_q a literacy class, English § 3 second language class, E i_S E 2 Waiting 
(3) be in the process of applying fi)_r a waiver from the Immigration and Naturaliza- 

tion Service pl‘ th_e Englishlanguage _o_r_ civics requireme—nts o_f the citiz§is_hip test; 

(4) have submitted an application for citizenship to the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service and is waiting for a testing date or a subsequent swearing in ceremony, or 

Q have been denied citizenship E to a failure t_o pass tl1_et<:_st after EL attemptsQ 
because o_f a_n inability t_o understand the rights an_d responsibilities of becoming a United 
States citizen, a_s documented by fire Immigration and Naturalization Service Q t_h_e 

Sec. 35. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.051, subdivision 1a, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. la. N OTICES; SANCTION S. 
(a) At the time thecounty agency notifies the household that it is eligible -for food stamps, 
the county agency must inform all mandatory employment and training services partici- 
pants as identified in subdivision 1 in the household that they must comply with all food 
stamp employment and training program requirements each month, including the re- 
quirement to attend an initial orientation to the food stamp employment and training pro- 
gram and that food stamp eligibility will end unless the participants comply with the re- 
quirements specified in the notice. 

(b) A participant who fails without good cause to comply with food stamp employ- 
ment and training program requirements of this section, including attendance at orienta- 
tion, will lose food stamp eligibility fortwementhseruntiltheeeuntyageneydeterrnines 

ty following periods: . 

(_1_) E the occurrence, f9_r pg month pr until ’th_e person complies with th_e r: 
quirements E previously complied with, whichever longer; 

(2) for the second occurrence, for three months or until the person complies with the 
requirements n_ot previously complied with, whichever longer; or 

complies with the requirements r1_o_t previously complial with, whichever longer.
' Q f_o_r_ th_e third Ed a_ny subsequent occurrence, for six months or until the person 

If the participant is not the food stamp head of household, the person shall be consid- 
ered an ineligible household member for food stamp purposes. If the participant is the 
food stamp head of household, the entire household is ineligible for food stamps as pro- 
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vided in Code of Federal Regulations, title 7, section 27 3.7(g). “Good cause” means cir- 
cumstances beyond the control of the participant, such as illness or injury, illness or inju- 
ry of another household member requiring the participant’s presence, a household emer- 
gency, or the inability to obtain child care for children between the ages of six and 12 or to 
obtain transportation needed in order for the participant to meet the food stamp employ- 
ment and training program participation requirements. 

((2) The county agency shall mail or hand deliver a notice to the participant not later 
than five days after determining that the participant has failed without good cause to com- 
ply with food stamp employment and training program requirements which specifies the 
requirements that were not complied with, the factual basis for the determination of non- 
compliance, and the right to reinstate eligibility upon a showing of good cause or the for 
failure to meetthe requirements; The notice must ask the reason for the noncompliance; 
and must identify the participantisappeal rights. The notice must request that the partici- 
pant inform the county agency if the participant believes that good cause existed for the 
failure to comply; must ofier the participant a conciliation conference as provided in 
paragraph (d); and must state that the county agency intends to terminate eligibility for 
food stamp benefits due to failure to comply with food stamp employment and training 
program requirements. 

(d)1I1he county agencymnst oflera conciliation conference to participants who have 
failedto complywithfoodstampemploymentandtrahimgprogramrcquirementstiihe 
purpose o£theconfereneeistodetennniefliecanse£ornoncomphance,toattemptmre 
solve the prohlemcausingthc noncomplianeesothatallrequirementsarecompliedwith, 
and to determine if good cause for noncompliance was present: The conciliation period 
shallrunfortenworldngdaystromthedateofthenoticercquiredinparagraph (own- 
formation about how to request a conciliation conference nmstbe specificdin the notice 
requiredinparagraphécpllfthe countyagencydeterminesthatthepartieipantldnringthe 
conciliation period; complied with all iced stamp employment and training program re- 
qnnemcnmthatthemcipientwasrequnedmeomplyMthpnormmddnrmgme%ncih- 
ation period; or ifthe county agency determines that good cause for failingto comply 
vdththemqunemmmwaspresengasmcdononmeparfieipanfisorhouseholdistood 
stamp eligibility shall not be imposed: 

(e) If the county agency determines that the participant did not comply during the 
period month with all food stamp employment and training program require- 

ments that were in effect prior to and during the conciliation period, and if the county 
agency determines that good cause was not present, the county must provide a ten—day 
notice of termination of food stamp benefits. ’-Fhe termination notice must be issued fol- 
lowing the last day oi the period: The amount of food stamps that are with- 
held from the household and determination of the impact of the sanction on other house- 
hold members is governed by Code of Federal Regulations, title 7, section 273.7. 

63 £9) The participant may appeal the termination of food stamp benefits under the 
provisions of section 256.045. 

Sec. 36. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.051, subdivision 2a, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2a. DUTIES OF COMMISSIONER. In addition to any other duties im- 
posed by law, the commissioner shall: 
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(1) based on this section and section 256D.O52 and Code of Federal Regulations, 
title 7, section 273.7, supervise the administration of food stamp employment and train- 
ing services to county agencies; 

(2) disburse money appropriated for food stamp employment and training services 
to county agencies based upon the county’s costs as specified in section 256D.06; 

(3) accept and supervise the disbursement of any funds that may be provided by the 
federal government or from other sources for use in this state for food stamp employment 
and training services; and 

(4) cooperate with other agencies including any agency of the United States or of 
another state in all matters concerning the powers and duties of the commissioner under 
this section and section 256D.052; and 

(5) in cooperation with the commissioner of economic security, ensure that each 
com[§)T1€r1_t of an employrfinfind training program carried out under this sectEi§—<E 
livered thro1_1—gHa statewide worfince development system, u—nless theco_mponent E n-(E 
available locally through §_uc_h_ a system. 

— ___ 

Sec. 37. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.051, subdivision 3a, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3a. PERSONS REQUIRED TO REGISTER FOR AND PARTICIPATE 
IN THE FOOD STAMP EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAM. (a) To the 
extent required under Code of Federal Regulations, title 7, section 273.7(a), each appli- 
cant for and recipient of food stamps is required to register for work as a condition of eli- 
gibility for food stamp benefits. Applicants and recipients are registered by signing an 
application or annual reapplication for food stamps, and must be informed that they are 
registering for work by signing the form. 

(b) The commissioner shall determine, within federal requirements, persons re- 
quired to participate in the food stamp employment and training (FSET) program. 

(c) The following food stamp recipients are exempt from mandatory participation in 
food stamp employment and training services: 

’ (1) recipients of benefits under the AFDC program, the MFIP—-S, MFIP, and MFIP- 
R programs, Minnesota supplemental aid ‘program, or tlfgeneral assistance_program; 

J;pa£agmph(b%isnotawmptnmessm&perwnquali£iesmderoneo£theremainmg 
exemption provisions in this paragraph; 

(2) a child; 

(3) a recipient over age 55; 

(4) a recipient who has a mental or physical illness, injury, or incapacity which is 
expected to continue for at least 30 days and which impairs the recipient’s ability to ob- 
tain or retain employment as evidenced by professional certification or the receipt of tem- 
porary or permanent disability benefits issued by a private or government source; 

(5) a parent or other household member responsible for the care of either a depend- 
ent child in the household who is under age six or a person in the household who is profes- 
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sionally certified as having a physical or mental illness, injury, or incapacity. Only one 
parent or other household member may claim exemption under this provision; 

(6) a recipient receiving unemployment compensation or who has applied for unem- 
ployment compensation and has been required to register for work with the department of 
economic security as part of the unemployment compensation application process; 

(7) a recipient participating each week in a drug addiction or alcohol abuse treatment 
and rehabilitation program, provided the operators of the treatment and rehabilitation 
program, in consultation with the county agency, recommend that the recipient not par- 
ticipate in the food stamp employment and training program; 

(8) a recipient employed or self—employed for 30 or more hours per week at employ- 
ment paying at least minimum wage, or who earns wages from employment equal to or 
exceeding 30 hours multiplied by the federal minimum wage; or 

(9) a student enrolled at least half time in any school, training program, or institution 
of higher education. When determining if a student meets this criteria, the school’s, pro- 
gram’s“or institution’s criteria for being enrolled half time shall be used. 

Sec. 38. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.051, is amended by adding a subdi- 
vision to read: 

Subd. 18. WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENTS. (a) To the extent of available 
resources, each county agency must establish and operate a w5rl(—<~§(perienceFomponent 
in the foodflnp employment and training pfiram for recipients who are subject to a 
—f'e<i_e—r‘al_1__i_@ 

o_f t_hE months of féfid stamp eligibilityfiany 36—moiitlTpEod. The 136; 
pose gt the work experiencegcomponent to enhance th_e participant’s employabilfi 
self—sufficiency, 2_1_nd_ to provide meaningful, productive work activities. 

(b) E commissioner shall assist counties in the design and implementation of 
these_c5mponents. The commifioner must ensure—tha—tTob placements under a work ex: 
perience componen?)mply with secti_o_n_§56J .72. W‘itt_er1 or oral 335 
duties of persons placed undythe community work expefiznce program shall—be‘E)l)_- 
tained Fol th_e appropriate exclhsive bargaining representative. _”— — _— 

(c) Worksites developed under this section are limited to projects that serve a useful 
publicservice such as health, social Efvice, environmentalprotectiofleducatiori urban 
and rural devefinart and redevelopment, welfare, recreation, public facilities, public 
§2Eety,——c_ommunity serviT, services to aged or disabled citizens, and child care. To the 
extent possible, the prior training, skfilaTnd?xperience of a recipienfisfiusedfi 
making approprizfi W experience assifinents. _ E : _ _-_ 
Q Structured, supervised volunteer work with ail agency g organization mat monitored by the county service provider may, with the approval of the county agency, be 

used a_s a work experience placement. 
(e) As a condition pf placing a person receiving food stamps a program under 

subdivision, tl1_e county agency shall provide t_h_e recipient tfi opportunity: 9 Q placement suitable subsidized g unsubsidized employment through par: 
ticipation jo_b search under section 256D.051; pr Q for placement in suitable employment through participation on—the—job train- 
i_n_g, such employment available. 
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(i) The county agency shall limit the maximum monthly number of hours that any 
particfizg 1Ly_ work in a wo—rl'<'exEeE: placement to a number equal_to the an$1_nTf 
the fami1y’s monthly £3021 stamp allotment divided by We greater of the fe—deT1 minimum 
gage SE th_e applicable Late minimum wage. 

After a participant has been assigned to a position for nine months, the participant 
may not continue in thatfifiment un1essThe maximumninnber of houra participant 
Wc§k—s—is no greater_tlE the amount of the food stamp benefit divided by the rate of pay 
for lI1dK7i_(-lTla1S empl3y_ecE the same3rs—im_Ei?occupations by the same—<aEp1_(fier—é§t—t1Te 
smne site. 

_ ———_ _— 
Q 'I_'h_e participant’s employability development plan must include t_l1<e_ length of 

time needed th_e work experience program, fie need to continue j_ob seeking activities 
while participating i_n work experience, £1 Q13 participant’s employment goals. 

(h_) After each months pg 3 recipient’s participation a work experience io_b 
placement, an_d at the conclusion of each work experience assignment under section, 

the county agency shall reassess fli revise, as appropriate, tl1_e participant’s employabil- 
i_t_37deVe1opment plan. 

(i) A participant has good cause for failure to cooperate with a work experience job 
placer_nent if, in the judgment of the erriploymentand training §*EiEe provider, the reason 
for failure is reasonable and_ ustified. Good cause for purposes of this section is defined in 
subdivision _1& paragraph 

(j) A recipient who has failed without good cause to participate m or comply with the 
work experience job placement shall be terminated from participation in workgperii 
erfcaob activities.~ITthe recipientis.—_n-ot-exempt from mandatory food stamp employment 
and training program participation under subdivision 3a, the recipient will be assigned to 
-o_ther mandatory program activities. If the recipient is exeTfpt from mandatory participa: 
tion but is participating as a volunteer,-theperson sha_ll be terminated from the food stamp 
employment an_d trainifighprogram. 

Sec. 39. [256D.0512] FEDERAL WAIVER. 
The commissioner shall exercise the authority granted by Public Law Number 

104-17, Title VIII, secti_on—824, and recfiast the secretary of £3 United STates Depart- 
ment pf Agriculture to grant waiv€r§_o_f fire fedefil food stamp work requirements of sec- 
tio_n 824, f_or every county gd reservation which: 

(1_) me county o_r reservation has an unemployment rzge over t_er_1 percent; o_r 
Q the county or reservation does no_t have a sufficient number o_f jgb_s to provide 

employment {o_r individuals. 
Sec. 40. ‘[256D.051_3] BUDGETING LUMP SUMS. 
Effective January 5 1998, nonrecurring lump—sum income received by a recipient 

or general assistance must be budgeted t_h_e normal retrospective cycle. 

Sec. 41. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.055, is amended to read: 

256D.055 COUNTY DESIGN; WORK FOCUSED PROGRAM. 
The commissioner of human services shall issue a request for proposals from coun- 

ties to submit a plan for developing and implementing a county-designed program. The 
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plan shall be for first—time applicants for aid to families with dependent ehildren (AFDC) 
and family general assistance EF-GA) Minnesota family investment program—statewide 
(MFIP—S) and, until March 31, 1998, aid t_o families dependent children a_1_1d family 
general assgngnd mustgnphasize the importance of becoming employed and ori- 

force in order to become se1f~sufficient. The plan must target public 
assistance applicants who are most likely to become self—sufficient quickly with short- 
term assistance or services such as child care, child support enforcement, or employment 
and training services. 

The plan may include vendor payments, mandatory job search, refocusing existing 
county or provider efforts, or other program features. The commissioner may approve a 
county plan which allows a county to use other program funding for the county work fo- 
cus program in a more flexible manner. Nothing in this section shall allow payments 
made to the public assistance applicant to be less than the amount the applicant would 
have received if the program had not been implemented, or reduce or eliminate a category 
of eligible participants from the program without legislative approval. 

The commissioner shall not approve a county plan that would have an adverse im- 
pact on the Mirmesota family investment plan demonstration. If the plan is approved by 
the commissioner, the county may implement the plan. If the plan is approved by the 
commissioner, but a federal waiver is necessary to implement the plan, the commissioner 
shall apply for the necessary federal waivers. 

Sec. 42. [256D.057] SUPPLEMENT FOR CERTAIN NONCITIZENS. 
(a) For the period from July 1, 1997, to June 30, 1998, for an assistance unit that 

contain_s.7a—r1_a7du1t or a m—'1n<§-leg-ed R1T<§t"'1zenvs/Tw—a_s.‘re—?idi1i'g—inW1is state as oflul-y_1: 
1997, ald_lost elifibility for the federal food §?5?n5?1d Supp1e'E1e'1fi‘1§u7it?IEo_1r1_e 
programs under the provisi—ons5f title IV3fTublic LavsTN umber 104-193, the standard is 
§§_Z _fo_r each E noncitizen under this section-. To be eligible for benefits under this sec- 
tion, each legal adult noncitizen _th:— assistance who Efisided the cou-nt—ry_H_r 
four years o_r more E under 29 years pf age must:

' 

(1) be enrolled in a literacy class, English as a second language class, or a citizenship 
class; 

_“— — 
§_2_) b_e applying E admission t_o a literacy class, English ga second language class, 

o_r 5 citizenship class, a_m;l_ enrolled within §Q days o_f receiving the increased grant amount under paragraph;
_ 

(3) be in the process of applying E a waiver from the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service gf th_e Bnglishlanguage E civics requirement g t_h_e_ citizenship test; 

(4) have submitted an application Q citizenship to the Immigration Ed Naturaliza- @ Service El waiting E a_ testing date o_r 3 subsequent swearing ceremony; gr 
(i)_ have been denied citizenship E t_o_ 3 failure t_o pass tl1_ett:_st after tlo attempts gr 

Ellie t_o a denial o_f th_e application fog naturalization because o_f ah inability _t9 understand 
th_e rights aid responsibilities of becoming a citizen. 

if th_e county social service agency determines gut a legal noncitizen subject E)_tl_1c_: 
requirements g subdivision require more than gn_e year of English languag_e 
training, then the requirements of clause (1) or (2) shall be imposed after the legal nonciti- 
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gin has resided the country for three years. Individuals whp reside a facility licensed 
under chapter 144A, 144D, 245A, or 2561 are exempt from the requirements of this sec- 
tion. 

—__—’j_’__——?_————-__: 
(b) The assistance provided under this section, which is designated as a supplement 

to rep—1§ce_l3st benefits under the food stamp program, mustbe disregardafas income in 
federal andstate housing subs—kl3T13T()grams, low—inco_rKe_h$ne energy as$tance pr; 
grams, Edger programs E do n_ot pit Qd stamps as income. __ 

Sec. 43. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.06, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision 1, a grant of general assis- 
tance shall be made to an eligible single adult, married couple, or family for an 
emergency need, as defined in rules promulgated by the commissioner, where the recipi- 
ent requests temporary assistance not exceeding 30 days if an emergency situation ap- 
pears to exist and (a) until March 31, 1998, the individual is ineligible for the program of 
emergency assista_r1-cefder aid tof_amilies with dependent children and is not a recipient 
of aid to families with dependent children at the time of application hereunder; or (b) the 
individual or family is (i) ineligible for MFIP—S or is not a participant of MFIP—'S_;a—rE 
is ineligible for emergency assistance under section 256J .48. If an applicant or recipient 
r_elates facts Ethe county agency which may be sufficient to constitute an emergency sit- 
uation, the county agency shall advise the person of the procedure for applying for assis- 
tance pursuant according to this subdivision. 

Sec. 44. [256D.066] INTERSTATE PAYMENT STANDARDS. 
(a) Effective July 1, 1997, the amount of assistance paid to an eligible assistance unit 

in which all members have resided in this state for less thfi 12 consecutive calendar 
months imT1ediately preceding the dat_e cfappfirtfirfillfi-tht-,_lesser of either the pay- 
ment standard that would have been received by the assistance unit from the state of un- 
Eiiate prior re-.§i_dence, ofhegmmt ca1cul_ated—in accordanc_e-with thfififlffiz 
lesser payment shall contfifiuei-mtil the assistance un_it meets the liinoiitli requiremg. 
Payment shall be—4Talculated b}Epl3T1g this state’s budgetinfiolicies and the unit’s net 
income slEll‘b7e_deducted from the pay11Fnt standard in the other state—<)riTthis state, 
whichevTs~lo_wer. At county option, payment shall bemzfi in vencFrfoHn_fo-r—rent_:aE 
utilities, up—to the liirTit of the grant amount, and residual amounts, if any, slKl_b_e_;Etfi 
directly t—o_tl_1_e a—ssis—tari-c:e_un—it. 

—— M : j _ —_ 
Q During th_e first 13 months an assistance resides state, the number o_f 

months that the unit is eligible to receive general assistance benefits is limited to the num- 
beg Q months t_h_e would have been eligible t_o receive similar benefits the state o_f 
immediate prior residence. 

9 This policy applies whether E no_t me received similar benefits while resid- 

ing t_h_e state o_f previous residence. 

(_d2 When a moves t_o state from another state where tlg has exhausted 
tha_t state’s time limit for receiving similar benefits, t_h_e n_ot IE eligible to receive 
any general assistance benefits in this state for 12 months from the date the unit moves Ee.—::"_“"—_'______"———_"__—_— 
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(e) Applicants must provide verification o_f their state o_f immediate prior resider_i_cE 
in thefcrm of tax statements, a driver’s license, automobile registration, in receipts, gr 
aher forms of verification approved lg th_e commissioner. 

Q Ear the purposes 9_f_ this subdivision, “state pf immediate prior residence” means: 
(i) the state which th_e applicant declares tlfi applicant spenttl1_e most time th_e 

30 days prior to moving to this state; or 

(ii) the applicant the migrant work stream and the applicant maintains a home 
another state. 

(g) Migrant workers as defined in section 2561.08 and until March 31, 1998, their 
immehdiate families are exe—mpt from this section, provideTtl1<T11igrant 
verification that themigrant fafrfilyxfiked in this state wit—hin the last 12 months and 
earned a_t @1330 gross wages during ETEJE migrantwofirworked 
state. 

See. 45. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.08, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. In determining eligibility of a iamilyg mariied eeuple; at individual 
there shall be exeluded an assistance the following resources shall be excluded: 

(1) real or personal property or liquid assets which do not exceed these permitted 
under the iederally aided assistance pregrara lenewn as aid te families with dependent 
children $1,000; and 

(2) other property which has been determined, in aeeerdanee with and subjeet ac- 
cording to limitations contained in rules promulgated by the commissioner, to be essai: 
tial to the family or individual the assistance unit as a means of self—support or self—care 
or which is producing income E is being useffcar the support of the individual erfamily 
assistance unit. The commissioner shall further provide by rule the conditions for those 
situations in—which property not excluded under this subdivision may be retained by the 
tamily er assistance unit where there is a reasonable probability that in the 
foreseeable future the property wfiae used for the self—support of the er fami- 
ly assistance n_n_it; and 

(3) payments, made pursuant according to litigation and subsequent appropriation 
by the United States Congress, of funds to compensate members of Indian tribes for the 
taking of tribal land by the federal government. 

Sec. 46. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.08, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. Notwithstanding any other provision of sections 256D.01 to 256D.21, the 
commissioner shall provide by rule forthe exclusion of property from the determination 
of eligibility for general assistance when it appears likely that the need for general assis- 
tance will not exceed 30 days or an undue hardship would be imposed on an 9; 
family E assistance by the forced disposal of the property. 

See. 47. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.O9, is amended by adding a subdi- 
vision to read: 
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Subd. 2b. DISABILITY VERIFICATION; DRUG OR ALCOHOL DEPEN- 
DENCY. If-a't_any time there is verification that the client’s disability is dependent upon 
the c1ient’s_c_511_tinued_drEa_ddiction or alcoglisfni, general assistance_for rent and utili- E must be made ETOIII1 of venan payments. 

— : *_—'— 
Verification‘ o_f drug addiction or alcoholism gin E received from: 
(_1)_ denial o_f social security benefits based 3 drug addiction g alcoholism; 
Q a statement from £12 state medical review team E fie person’s disability de: 

pendent upon continued drug addiction pr alcoholism; E 
(Z’:_) a doctor’s statement mat fie person’s disability dependent upon continued 

drug addiction E alcoholism. ' 

Sec. 48. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.435, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. APPLICATION FOR FEDERALLY FUNDED BENEFITS. Persons 
who live with the applicant or recipient, who have unmet needs and for whom the appli- 
cant or recipient has financial responsibility, must apply for and, if eligible, accept AFDC 
and E other federally funded benefits, including MFIP—S. 

Sec. 49. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.44, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 5. SPECIAL NEEDS. In addition to the state standards of assistance estab- 
lished in subdivisions 1 to 4, payments are allowed for the following special needs of re- 
cipients of Minnesota supplemental aid who are not residents of a nursing home, a re- 
gional treatment center, or a group residential housing facilitye: 

(a) The county agency shall pay a monthly allowance for medically prescribed diets 
payable under the AFDC program or the Minnesota family investment program—state- 
wide if the cost of those additional dEt§y needs carmot be met through some other main- 
terfiice benefit. 

(b) Payment for nonrecurring special needs must be allowed for necessary home re- 
pairs or necessary repairs or replacement of household furniture and appliances using the 
payment standard of the AFDC program in effect on July 16, 1996, for these expenses, as 
long as other funding sources are not availabLe—._:———- 

(c) A fee for guardian or conservator service is allowed at a reasonable rate nego- 
tiated by the county or approved by the court. This rate shall not exceed five percent of the 
assistance unit’s gross monthly income up to a maximum of $100 per month. Ifthe guard- 
ian or conservator is a member of the county agency staff, no fee is allowed. 

(d) The county agency shall continue to pay a monthly allowance of $68 for restau- 
rant meals for a person who was receiving a restaurant meal allowance on June 1, 1990, 
and who eats two or more meals in a restaurant daily. The allowance must continue until 
the person has not received Minnesota supplemental aid for one full calendar month or 
until the person’s living arrangement changes and the person no longer meets the criteria 
for the restaurant meal allowance, whichever occurs first. 

(e) A fee of ten percent of the recipient’s gross income or $25, whichever is less, is 
allowed for representative payee services provided by an agency that meets the require- 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout-

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



631 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 85, Art. 3 

ments under SSI regulations to charge a fee for representative payee services. This spe- 
cial need is available to all recipients of Minnesota supplemental aid regardless of their 
living arrangement. 

Sec. 50. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256G.O3, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. N0 DURATIONAL TEST. Except as otherwise provided in sections 
256.73, subdivisions 1 and 1b; 256B.056, subdivision 1; and 256D.02, subdivision 12a, 
and 2561.12 for purposes of this chapter, no waiting period is required before securing 
ccfinty or state residence. A person cannot, however, gain residence while physically 
present in an excluded time facility unless otherwise specified in this chapter or in a fed- 
eral regulation controlling a federally funded human service program. Interstate mi- 
grants who enter a shelter for battered women directly from another state can gain 16$ 
dency wlrile in the_ facility pT5vided the person can provide documentaW1tl_1EtEe% 
is a victim of domestic abuse as defined in section 2561.49, subdivision 2, and the county 
Teterrninefihat the placemenfis appropfite; and th_e commissioner of hnrfin Ewicesfi 
authorized t_<§_na—l<~e per diem payments undefsection 256D.05, subdivision 3, on befiilf 
_o_f sag individuals?‘ 

__ 
Sec. 51. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256G.05, subdivision 2, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 2. NON—MINNESOTA RESIDENTS. State residence is not required for re- 
ceiving emergency assistance in the general assistance, general assistance medical care, 
and Minnesota supplemental aid programs only. The receipt of emergency assistance 
must not be used as a factor in determining county or state residence. 

Sec. 52. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 259.67, subdivision 4, is amended to read: 
Subd. 4. ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS. (a) The placing agency shall determine 

use the AFDC requirements as specified in federal law, when determining the child’s eli- 
for adoption assistance under titE IV—E offia Social Security Act. If the child 

does not qualify, the placing agency shall certify a child as eligible for state funded adop- 
tion assistance only if the following criteria are met: 

(1) Due to the child’s characteristics or circumstances it would be difficult to pro- 
vide the child an adoptive home without adoption assistance. 

(2)(i) A placement agency has made reasonable efforts to place the child for adop- 
tion without adoption assistance, but has been unsuccessful; or 

(ii) the child’s licensed foster parents desire to adopt the child and it is determined by 
the placing agency that the adoption is in the best interest of the child. 

(3) The child has been a ward of the commissioner or a Minnesota—-licensed child- 
placing agency.- 

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, the characteristics or circumstances that may be 
considered in determining whether a child is a child with special needs under United 
States Code, title 42, chapter 7, subchapter IV, part E, or meets the requirements of para- 
graph (a), clause (1), are the following: 

(1) The child is a member of a sibling group to be placed as one unit in which at least 
one sibling is older than 15 months of age or is described in clause (2) or (3). 
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(2) The child has documented physical, mental, emotional, or behavioral disabfli- 
ties. 

(3) The child has a high risk of developing physical, mental, emotional, or behavior- 
al disabilities. 

(c) When a child’s eligibility for adoption assistance is based upon the high risk of 
developing physical, mental, emotional, or behavioral disabilities, payments shall not be 
made under the adoption assistance agreement unless and until the potential disability 
manifests itself as documented by an appropriate health care professional. 

Sec. 53. TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITIES FOR PROVIDING SECURE 
CRISIS SHELTER. 

In state fiscal year 2000, all of the powers, duties, and functions of the commissioner 
‘of human services relating tp E operation arm funding of shelters for battered women E transferred t_o the commissioner _o_f corrections acairdance with Minnesota Stat- 
utes, section 15.039, except _f_<£ personnel transfers under Minnesota Statutes, section 
15.039, subdivision 

Sec. 54. FINDINGS; CONTINGENT BENEFIT STANDARDS. 
Subdivision FINDINGS. f_o_r purposes of Minnesota Statutes, sections 256D.02, 

subdivision _1_2_a_, and 256D.O66, tl1_e legislature makes t_lE following findings: 

Q E legislature statutorily required t_o balance th_e state budget, and, balanc- 
‘mg tl1_e state budget, faces competing" funding priorities with limited resources; 

§2_) many states have more restrictive or nonexistent state welfare programs t_oE 
needy individuals without children; 

Q despite likely weakerufederal financial support and the trend in other states to- 
‘ward more restrictive welfare programs, the legislature wishes to coriinue to manage 
funds appropriated E t_lE general assistance program s_o gag E state may provide 
meaningful assistance §)_r needy Minnesotans without children; 

£4_) th_e legislature intends to provide E safety n_e_t f_or recent interstate migrants; 

(i) Minnesota county human service agencies have reported to me commissioner 9_f 
human services verified cases pf individuals from other states t_o state at least fit 
because state has higher cash assistance benefits; 

Q th_e legislature anticipates that, as other states further restrict their welfare pro- 
grams, migration to this state by individuals seeking higher welfare benefits will increase 
significantly and may cause expenditures in excess of the funds appropriated for this pro- 
gram; 

(7) the policy of the state 9_f Minnesota is to make welfare benefits aheutral factor E inWidual’s decision t_o move t_o Minnesota, which required for th_e state t_o continue 
its commitment to provide meaningful assistance 3): needy Minnesotans without chil- 
dfen; 

i (_82 new residents experience any harm under Minnesota Statutes, sections 
25 6D.O2, subdivision ya, gig 25 6D.06€,such harm mitigated, since pg residents, 
eligible, can receive benefits immediately under a hardship exemption; and in all cases, 
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eligible, can receive cash assistance after 30 days; if eligible, they will receive cash assis- 
tance based on the assistance standard they would have received in their previous s_tat_e_ of 
residence fo_r individuals without children; 

(9) without Minnesota Statutes, sections 256D.02, subdivision _1_2a_, g 256D.066, 
me hardship tg tli_e state E needy individuals would b_e great because significant gs; 
ductions welfare benefits likely occur; and 

§1_0) Minnesota Statutes, sections 256D.02, subdivision % @ 256D.O66, a;d- 
vance th_e public interest o_f continuing t_o provide meaningful assistance to needy Minne- 
sotans without children while providing a safety n_et Er recent interstate migrants: 

Subd. 2. REDUCTION IF COURT ENJOINMENT. In the event a court enjoins 
enforcemenTof Minnesota Statutes, section 256D.O2, subdivi§on—12T,(>—r 
subdivision shall apply. Beginning July 1, 1997, the commissioner of human services 
shall monitofinumber of individdzfip-plicants fo—r general assistanE under this chap- 
@Iho have Wad in this ‘state for less than 12 cor1s—ecutive months and shall iifplement 
c_1—a1rE$(T)_to‘(3_)TNl—1~erTthe_c5r‘nfiW)r1%:t?rrnines that the cumulal:-iv‘e_H1r_n§)—fE 
applicants since E 1_,—1997, E reached at Egg SEE commissioner shafi 

(1) reduce the assistance standards for general assistance program under this chapter 
for all recipients but only in an amount sufficient to remain within the forecasted budgets E We program; reductions Jail take effect beginning with paymenTs made at the start of 
the second calendar month following the commissionE’—s_determination thatfi condi- 
ti—ons specified clause gag occfied; 

—— 
Q notify th_e fiscal an_d policy chairs of the house and senate human services com- 

mittees tl1_at_t reductions have taken place; Ed 
Q) formulate a plan t_o b_e presented t2 tlg next legislative session. 
Sec. 55. TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME COUNTED. 
Effective January 1, 1999, notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, eli- 

gibility for public assisEnce, including, but not limited to, AFDC, famiE‘general assiT 
tance, MWP and MFIP—S, and general agstance must c_ount income from all unrelated 
individuals livifig in the ho'us_eho1d in order to qualify for any of these publicassistance 
programs. 

_ — _ _ — _“ _ __ j j—" 
Sec. 56. REPEALER. 

gal Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 256.8711; and 256D.065, are repealed July 1, 
1997. 

— _T_ 
(22 Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 256D.02, subdivision gig 256D.0511, are 

repealed March 3_1_, 1998. 

See. 57. EFFECTIVE DATES. 
Section E efiective the cbiy following final enactment. Sections 3_3 El_d £5 g e_f— 

fective March gi 1998. E remaining sections article am effective E £ 1997, 
unless specified otherwise th_e section. 
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ARTICLE 4 

TECHNICAL CHANGES; CROSS REFERENCES 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 13.46, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: ~ 

Subdivision 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this section: 

(a) “Individual” means an individual parsuant according to section 13.02, subdivi- 
sion 8, but does not include a vendor of services. 

(b) “Program” includes all programs for which authority is vested in a component of 
the welfare system pussuant according to statute or federal law, including, but not limited 
to, aid to families with dependent children, Minnesota family investment program—state- 
wide, medical assistance, general assistance, werkreadiness; general assistance medical 
care, and child support collections. ' 

(c) “Welfare system” includes the department of human services, local social ser- 
vices agencies, county welfare agencies, the public authority responsible for child sup- 
port enforcement, human services boards, community mental health center boards, state 
hospitals, state nursing homes, the ombudsman for mental health and mental retardation, 
and persons, agencies, institutions, organizations, and other entities under contract to any 
of the above agencies to the extent specified in the contract. 

(d) “Mental health data” means data on individual clients and patients of community 
mental health centers, established under section 245.62, mental health divisions of coun- 
ties and other providers under contract to deliver mental health services, or the ombuds- 
man for mental health and mental retardation. 

(e) “Fugitive felon” means a person who has been convicted of a felony and who has 
escaped from confinement or violated the terms of probation or parole for that offense. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 13.46, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

Subd. 2. GENERAL. (a) Unless the data is summary data or a statute specifically 
provides a different classification, data on individuals collected, maintained, used, or dis- 
seminated by the welfare system is private data on individuals, and shall not be disclosed 
except: 

(1) pursuant according to section 13.05; 

(2) pursuant according to court order; 

(3) pursuant according to a statute specifically authorizing access to the private data; 

(4) to an agent of the welfare system, including a law enforcement person, attorney, 
or investigator acting for it in the investigation or prosecution of a criminal or civil pro- 
ceeding relating to the administration of a program; 

(5) to personnel of the welfare system who require the data to determine eligibility, 
amount of assistance, and the need to provide services of additional programs to the indi-' 
vidual; 
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(6) to administer federal funds or programs; 

(7) between personnel of the welfare system working in the same program; 
(8) the amounts of cash public assistance and relief paid to welfare recipients in this 

state, including their names, social security numbers, income, addresses, and other data 
as required, upon request by the department of revenue to administer the property tax re- 
fund law, supplemental housing allowance, early refund of refundable tax credits, and the 
income tax. “Refundable tax credits” means the dependent care credit under section 
290.067, the Minnesota working family credit under section 290.0671, the property tax 
refund under section 290A.04, and, if the required federal waiver or waivers are granted, 
the federal earned income tax credit under section 32 of the Internal Revenue Code; 

(9) to the Minnesota department of economic security for the purpose of monitoring 
the eligibility of the data subject for reemployment insurance, for any employment or 
training program administered, supervised, or certified by that agency, or for the purpose 
of administering any rehabilitation program, whether alone or in conjunction with the 
welfare system, and to verify receipt of energy assistance for the telephone assistance 
plan; 

(10) to appropriate parties in connection with an emergency if knowledge of the in- 
formation is necessary to protect the health or safety of the individual or other individuals 
or persons;

' 

(11) data maintained by residential programs as defined in section 245A.02 may be 
disclosed to the protection and advocacy system established in this state pursuant accord- 
ing to Part C of Public Law Number 98-527 to protect the legal and human rights_ofie—r: 
firs with mental retardation or other related conditions who live in residential facilities 
for these persons if the protection and advocacy system receives a complaint by or on 
behalf of that person and the person does not have a-legal guardian or the state or a desig- 
nee of the state is the legal guardian of the person; 

(12) to the county medical examiner or the county coroner for identifying or locat- 
ing relatives or friends of a deceased person; 

(13) data on a child support obligor who makes payments to the public agency may 
be disclosed to the higher education services office to the extent necessary to determine 
eligibility under section 136A.121, subdivision 2, clause (5); 

(14) participant social security numbers and names collected by the telephone assis- 
tance program may be disclosed to the department of revenue to conduct an electronic 
data match with the property tax refund database to determine eligibility under section 
237.70, subdivision 4a; 

(15) the current address of a recipient of aid to families with dependent children or 
Minnesota family investment program—statewide may be disclosed to law enforcemefi 
oflicers who provide the name and social security number of the recipient and satisfacto- 
rily demonstrate that: (i) the recipient is a fugitive felon, including the grounds for this 
determination; (ii) the location or apprehension of the felon is within the law enforcement 
officer ’s official duties; and (iii) the request is made in writing and in the proper exercise 
of those duties;

' 

(16) the current address of a recipient of general assistance, work readiness; or gen- 
eral assistance medical care may be disclosed to probation officers and corrections.agents 
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who are supervising the recipient, and to lawenforcement officers who are investigating 
the recipient in connection with a felony level offense; 

(17) information obtained from food stamp applicant or recipient households may 
be disclosed to local, state, or federal law enforcement officials, upon their written re- 
quest, ‘for the purpose of investigating an alleged violation of the food stamp act, in ac- 
eerdanee with according t_o Code of Federal Regulations, title 7, section 272.1(c); 

(18) data on a child support obligor who is in arrears may be disclosed for purposes 
of publishing the data pursuant according to section 518.575; 

(19) data on child support payments made by a child support obligor may be dis- 
closed to the obligee; 

(20) data in the work reporting system may be disclosed under section 256.998, sub- 
division 7; 

(21) to the department of children, families, and learning for the purpose of match- 
ing department of children, families, and learning student data with public assistance data 
to determine students eligible for free and reduced price meals, meal supplements, and 
free milk pursuant according to United States Code, title 42, sections 1758, 1761, 1766, 
1766a, 1772, and 1773; to produce accurate numbers of students receiving aid to families 
with dependent children or Minnesota family investment program—statewide as required 
by section 124.175; andE allocate federal and state funds that are distributed based on 
income of the student’s family; or 

(22) the current address and telephone number of program recipients and emergen- 
cy contacts may be released to the commissioner of health or a local board of health as 
defined in section 145A.02, subdivision 2, when the commissioner or local board of 
health has reason to believe that a program recipient is a disease case, carrier, suspect 
case, or at risk of illness, and the data are necessary to locate the person. 

(b) Information on persons who have been treated for drug or alcohol abuse may 
only be disclosed in accordance with according t_o the requirements of Code of Federal 
Regulations, title 42, sections 2.1 to 2.67. 

(c) Data provided to law enforcement agencies under paragraph (a), clause (15), 
(16), or (17), or paragraph (b), are investigative data and are confidential or protected 
nonpublic while the investigation is active. The data are private after the investigation 
becomes inactive under section 13.82, subdivision 5, paragraph (a) or (b). 

(d) Mental health data shall be treated as provided in subdivisions 7, 8, and 9, but is 
not subject to the access provisions of subdivision 10, paragraph (b). 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 84.98, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

Subd. 3. CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, PHYSI- 
CAL, OR EDUCATIONAL DISADVANTAGE. (a) The criteria for determining eco- 
nomic, social, physical, or educational disadvantage shall be determined as provided in 
this subdivision. 

(b) Economically disadvantaged are persons who meet the criteria for disadvan- 
taged established by the department of economic security or persons receiving services 
provided by the department of human services such as welfare payments, food stamps, 
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and aid to families with dependent children E Minnesota family investment program- 
statewide. 

(c) Socially disadvantaged are persons who have been classified as persons in need 
of supervision by the court system. 

(d) Physically disadvantaged are persons who have been identified as having spe- 
cial needs by public agencies that deal with employment for the disabled. 

(e) Educationally disadvantaged are persons who have dropped out of school or are 
at risk of dropping out of school and persons with learning disabilities or in need of spe- 
cial education classes. 

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 136A.125, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. ELIGIBLE STUDENTS. An applicant is eligible for a child care grant if 
the applicant: 

(1) is a resident of the state of Minnesota; 

(2) has a child 12 years of age or younger, or 14 years of age or younger who is handi- 
capped as defined in section 120.03, and who is receiving or will receive care on a regular 
basis from a licensed or legal, nonlicensed caregiver; 

(3) is income eligible as determined by the office’s policies and rules, but is not a 
recipient of assistance from either aid to families with dependent children E Minnesota 
family investment program—statewide; 

(4) has not earned a baccalaureate degree and has been enrolled full time less than 
eight semesters, 12 quarters, or the equivalent; 

(5) is pursuing a nonsectarian program or course of study that applies to an under- 
graduate degree, diploma, or certificate; 

(6) is enrolled at least half time in an eligible institution; and 

(7) is in good academic standing and making satisfactory academic progress. 
Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 196.27, is amended to read: 
196.27 AGENT ORANGE SETTLEMENT PAYMENTS. 
(a) Payments received by veterans or their dependents because of settlements be- 

tween them and the manufacturers of Agent Orange or other chemical agents, as defined 
in section 196.21, must not be treated as income (or an available resource) of the veterans 
or their dependents for the purposes of any program of public assistance or benefit pro- 
gram administered by the department of veterans affairs, the department of human ser- 
vices, or other agencies of the state or political subdivisions of the state, except as pro- 
vided in paragraph (b). 

(b) The income and resource exclusion in paragraph (a) does not apply to the medi- 
cal assistance, food stamps, or aid to families with dependent children or Minnesota fam- 
fly investment program—statewide programs until the commissioner 6? human serviaes 
receives formal approval from the United States Department of Health and Human Ser- 
vices, for the medical assistance and, aid to families with dependent children or Minnesg: 
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ta family investment program—statewide programs, and from the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, for the food stamps program. The income exclusion does not apply 
to the Minnesota supplemental aid program until the commissioner receives formal fed- 
eral approval of the exclusion for the medical assistance program. 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 237.70, subdivision 4a, is amended to read: 

Subd. 4a. HOUSEHOLDS ELIGIBLE FOR CREDITS. The telephone assis- 
tance plan must provide telephone assistance credit for a residential household in Minne- 
sota that meets each of the following criteria: 

(1) has a household member who: 

(i) subscribes to local exchange service; and 

(ii) is either disabled or 65 years of age or older; 

(2) whose household income is 150 percent or less of federal poverty guidelines or is 
currently eligible for: ‘ 

(i) aid to families with dependent children or Minnesota family investment pLc)- 
gram-statewide; 

(ii) medical assistance; 

(iii) general assistance; 

(iv) Mirmesota supplemental aid; 

(V) food stamps; 

(vi) refugee cash assistance or refugee medical assistance; 

(vii) energy assistance; or 

(viii) supplemental security income; and 

(3) who has been certified as eligible for telephone assistance plan credits. 
Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 254B.02, subdivision 1, is amended to 

read: 

Subdivision 1. CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT ALLOCATION. 
The chemical dependency funds appropriated for allocation shall be placed in a special 
revenue account. For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1987, funds shall be transferred to 
operate the vendor payment, invoice processing, and collections system for one year. The 
commissioner shall annually transfer funds from the chemical dependency fund to pay 

- 

for operation of the drug and alcohol abuse normative evaluation system and to pay for all 
costs incurred by adding two positions for licensing of chemical dependency treatment 
and rehabilitation programs located in hospitals for which funds are not otherwise. appro- 
priated. The commissioner shall armually divide the money available in the chemical de- 
pendency fund that is not held in reserve by counties from a previous allocation. Twelve 
percent of the remaining money must be reserved for treatment of American Indians by 
eligible Vendors under section 254B.05. The remainder of the money must be allocated 
among the counties according to the following formula, using state demographer data 
and other data sources determined by the commissioner: 
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(a) For purposes of this formula, American Indians and children under age 14 are 
subtracted from the population of each county to determine the restricted population. 

(b) The amount of chemical dependency fund expenditures for entitled persons for 
services not covered by prepaid plans governed by section 256B.69 in the previous year 
is divided by the amount of chemical dependency fund expenditures for entitled persons 
for all services to determine the proportion of exempt service expenditures for each 
county. 

(c) The prepaid plan months of eligibility is multiplied by the proportion of exempt 
service expenditures to determine the adjusted prepaid plan months of eligibility for each 
county. 

(d) The adjusted prepaid plan months of eligibility is added to the number of re- 
stricted population fee for service months of eligibility for aid to families with dependent 
children, Minnesota family investment pro gram-—statewide, general assistance, and med~ 
ical assistance and divided by the county restricted population to determine county per 
capita months of covered service eligibility. 

(e) The number of adjusted prepaid plan months of eligibility for the state is added to 
the number of fee for service months of eligibility for aid to families with dependent chil- 
dren, Minnesota family investment program—statewide, general assistance, and medical 
assistance for the state restricted population and divided by the state restricted population 
to determine state per capita months of covered service eligibility. 

(f) The county per capita months of covered service eligibility is divided by the state 
per capita months of covered service eligibility to detennine the county welfare caseload 
factor. 

(g) The median married couple income for the most recent three—year period avail- 
able for the state is divided by the median married couple income for the same period for 
each county to determine the income factor for each county. 

(h) The county restricted population is multiplied by the sum of the county welfare 
caseload factor and the county income factor to determine the adjusted population. 

(i) $15,000 shall be allocated to each county. 

(1') The remaining funds shall be allocated proportional to the county adjusted popu- 
lation. 

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.01, subdivision 4a, is amended to read: 
Subd. 4a. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR IMMUNIZATION REMIND- 

ERS. The state agency shall provide appropriate technical assistance to county agencies 
to develop methods to have county financial workers remind and encourage recipients of 
aid to families with dependent children, Minnesota family investment program-state- 
wide, the Minnesota family investment-plan, medical assistance, family general assis- fia, or food stamps whose assistance unit includes at least one child under the age of 
five to have each young child immunized against childhood diseases. The state agency 
must examine the feasibility of utilizing the capacity of a statewide computer system to 
assist county agency financial workers in performing this function at appropriate inter- 
vals. 
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Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.017, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE. The commissioner shall adminis- 
ter a compliance system for aid to families with dependent children, Mirmesota family 
investment prograrn—statewide, the food stamp program, emergencynassistance, general 
assistance, week readiness; medical assistance, general assistance medical care, emer- 
gency general assistance, Minnesota supplemental assistance, preadmission screening, 
and alternative care grants under the powers and authorities named in section 256.01, 
subdivision 2. The purpose of the compliance system is to permit the commissioner to 
supervise the administration of public assistance programs and to enforce timely and ac- 
curate distribution of benefits, completeness of service and efficient and effective pro- 
gram management and operations, to increase uniformity and consistency in the adminis- 
tration and delivery of public assistance programs throughout the state, and to reduce the 
possibility of sanctions and fiscal disallowances for noncompliance with federal regula- 
tions and state statutes. 

The commissioner shall utilize training, technical assistance, and monitoring activi- 
ties, as specified in section 256.01, subdivision 2, to encourage county agency com- 
pliance with written policies and procedures. 

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.017, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read: , 

Subd. 4. DETERMINING THE AMOUNT OF THE QUALITY CONTROL 
CASE PENALTY. (a) The amount of the quality control case penalty is limited to the 
amount of the dollar error forthe quality control sample month in a reviewed case as de- 
termined by the state quality control review procedures for the aid to families with de- 
pendent children, Minnesota family investment program—statewide and food stamp pro- 
grams or for any other income transfer program for which the commissioner develops a 
quality control program. 

(b) Payment errors in medical assistance or any other medical services program for 
which the department develops a quality control program are subject to set rate penalties 
based on the average cost of the specific quality control error element for a sample review 
month for that household size and status of institutionalization and as determined from 
state quality control data in the preceding fiscal year for the corresponding program. 

(c) Errors identified in negative action cases, such as incorrect terminations or de- 
nials of assistance are subject to set rate penalties based on the average benefit cost of that 
household size as determined from state quality control data in the preceding fiscal year 
for the corresponding program. 

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.031, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 5. FEDERAL WAIVERS. In aeeerdanee with According to sections 
256.031 to 256.0361 and federal laws authorizing the program, the commissioner shall 
seek waivers of federal requirements of: United States Code, title 42, section 601 et seq., 
and United.States Code, title 7, section 2011 et seq., needed to implement the Minnesota 
family investment plan in a manner consistent with the goals and objectives of the pro- 
gram. The commissioner shall seek terms from the federal government that are consistent 
with the goals of the Minnesota family investment plan. The commissioner shall also 
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seek terms from the federal government that will maximize federal financial participa- 
tion so that the extra costs to the state of implementing the program are minimized, to the 
extent that those terms are consistent with the goals of the Minnesota family investment 
plan. An agreement with the federal government under this section shall provide that the 
agreements may be canceled by the state or federal government upon 180 days’ notice or 
immediately upon mutual agreement. If the agreement is canceled, families which cease 
receiving assistance under the Minnesota family investment plan who are eligible for the 
aid to families with dependent children, Minnesota family investment program—state- 
wide, general assistance, medical assistance, general assistance medical care, or the food 
Eta-nip program must be placed with their consent on the programs for which they are eli- 
gible. 

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.046, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. HEARING AUTHORITY. A local agencymay initiate an adminis- 
trative fraud disqualification hearing for individuals accused of wrongfully obtaining as- 
sistance or intentional program violations in the aid to families with dependent children, 
Minnesota family investment program—statewide or food stamp programs. The hearing 
is subject to the requirements of section 256.045 and the requirements in Code of Federal 
Regulations, title 7, section 273.16, for the food stamp program and title 45, section 
235.112, for the aid to families with dependent children program. 

See. 13. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.935, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. On the death of any person receiving public assistance through aid to 
dependent children or MFIP—S, the county agency shall pay an amount for funeral ex- 
penses not exceeding the amount paid for comparable services under section 261.035 
plus actual cemetery charges. No funeral expenses shall be paid if the estate of the de- 
ceased is sufficient to pay such expenses or if the spouse, who was legally responsible for 
the support of the deceased while living, is able to pay such expenses; provided, that the 
additional payment or donation of the cost of cemetery lot, interment, religious service, 
or for the transportation of the body into or out of the community in which the deceased 
resided, shall not limit payment by the county agency as herein authorized. Freedom of 
choice in the selection of a funeral director shall be granted to persons lawfully autho- 
rized to make arrangements for the burial of any such deceased recipient. In determining 
the sufficiency of such estate, due regard shall be had for the nature and marketability of 
the assets of the estate. The county agency may grant funeral expenses where the sale 
would cause undue loss to the estate. Any amount paid for funeral expenses shall be a 
prior claim against the estate, as provided in section 524.3—805, and any amount recov- 
ered shall be reimbursed to the agency which paid the expenses. The commissioner shall 
specify requirements for reports, including fiscal reports, according to section 256.01, 
subdivision 2, paragraph (17). The state share of county agency expenditures shall be 50 
percent and the county share shall be 50 percent. Benefits shall be issued to recipients by 
the state or county and funded according to section 256.025, subdivision 3, subject to pro- 
visions of section 256.017. 

Beginning July 1, 1991, the state will reimburse counties according to the payment 
schedule set forth in section 256.025 for the county share of county agency expenditures 
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made under this subdivision from January 1, 1991, on. Payment under this subdivision is 
subject to the provisions of section 256.017. 

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.981, is amended to read: 

256.981 TRAINING OF WELFARE FRAUD PROSECUTORS. 
The commissioner of human services shall, to the extent an appropriation is pro- 

vided for this purpose, contract with the county attomey’s council or other public or pri- 
vate entity experienced in providing training for prosecutors to conduct quarterly work- 
shops and seminars focusing on current aid to families with dependent children and Min- 
nesota family investment program—statewide program issues, other income maintena—nE 
program changes, recovery issues, alternative sentencing methods, use of technical aids 
for interviews and interrogations, and other matters. affecting prosecution of welfare 
fraud cases. 

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256E.03, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read:

‘ 

Subd. 2. (a) “Community social services” means services provided or arranged for 
by county boards to fulfill the responsibilities prescribed in section 256E.O8, subdivision 
1, to the following groups of persons: 

(1) families with children under age 18, who are experiencing child dependency, ne- 
glect or abuse, and also pregnant adolescents, adolescent parents under the age of 18, and 
their children; 

(2) persons who are under the guardianship of the commissioner of human services 
as dependent and neglected wards; 

(3) adults who are in need of protection and vulnerable as defined in section 
626.5572; 

(4) persons age 60 and over who are experiencing difficulty living independently 
and are unable to provide for their own needs; - 

(5) emotionally disturbed children and adolescents, chronically and acutely mental- 
ly ill persons who are unable to provide for their own needs or to independently engage in 
ordinary community activities;' 

(6) persons with mental retardation as defined in section 252A.02, subdivision 2, or 
with related conditions as defined in section 252.27, subdivision 1a, who are unable to 
provide for their own needs or to independently engage in ordinary community activities; 

(7) drug dependent and intoxicated persons as defined in section 254A.O2, subdivi- 
sions 5 and 7, and persons at risk of harm to self or others due to the ingestion of alcohol or 
other drugs; 

(8) parents whose income is at or below 70 percent of the state median income and 
who are in need of child care services in order to secure or retain employment or to obtain 
the training or education necessary to secure employment; and 

(9) other groups of persons who, in the judgment of the county board, are in need of 
social services. 
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(b) Except as provided in section 256E.08, subdivision 5, community social ser- 
vices do not include public assistance programs known as aid to families with dependent 
children, Minnesota family investment program—statewide, Minnesota supplemental 
aid, medical assistance, general assistance, general assistance medical care, or communi- 
ty health services authorized by sections 145A.09 to 145A.13. 

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256E.06, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. FORMULA. The commissioner of human services shall distribute 
community social service aids to each county board in an amount determined according 
to the following formula: 

In calendar year 1982 and thereafter: 

(a) One—third shall be distributed on the basis of the average unduplicated number 
of persons who receive AFDC, Minnesota family investment program—statewide, gener- 
al assistance, and medical assistance per month in the calendar year two years prior to the 
year for which funds are being distributed as reported in the average monthly caseload 
reports required under sections 256.01, 256B.04 and 256D.04, and certified by the com- 
missioner of human services; and 

(b) One—third shall be distributed on the basis of the number of persons residing in 
the county as determined by the most recent data of the state demographer; ' 

(c) One—third shall be distributed on the basis of the number of persons residing in 
the county who are 65 years old or older as determined by the most recent data of the state 
demographer. 

Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256E.O6, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. PAYMENTS TO COUNTIES. The commissioner of human services 
shall make payments for community social services to each county in four installments 
per year. The commissioner of human services may certify the payments for the first three 
months of a calendar year based on estimates of the unduplicated number of persons re- 
ceiving AFDC, Minnesota family investment program—statewide, general assistance and 
medical assistance for the prior year. The following three payments shall be adjusted to 
reflect the actual unduplicated number of persons who received AFDC, Minnesota fami- 
ly investment program—statewide, general assistance and medical assistance as reqi-iirned 
by subdivision 1. The commissioner shall ensure that the pertinent payment of the allot- 
ment for that quarter is made to each county on the first working day after the end of each 
quarter of the calendar year, except for the last quarter of the calendar year. The commis- 
sioner shall ensure that each county receives its payment of the allotment for that quarter 
no later than the last working day of that quarter. This scheduling of payments does not 
require compliance with subdivision 10. 

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256E.07, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. FORMULA. In federal fiscal year 1985 and subsequent years, 
money for social services that is received from the federal government to reimburse 
counties for social service expenditures pursuant according to title XX of the Social Se- 
curity Act shall be allocated to each county according to the following formula: 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout-

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 85, Art. 4 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997‘ 644 

(a) TV/o—thirds shall be allocated on the basis of the annual average number of undu- 
plicated active monthly caseloads in each county in the following programs: aid to fami- 
lies with dependent children, Minnesota family investment program—statewide, medical 
assistance, general assistance, 

‘ 

supplementary security income, and Minnesota supple- 
mental aid. 

(b) One—third shall be allocated on the basis of the number'of persons residing in the 
county as determined by the most recent estimate of the state demographer. 

(c) The commissioner shall allocate to the counties pursuant according to this sec- 
tion the total money received from the federal government for social services pursuant 
according to title XX of the Social. Security Act, except that portion of the state’s alloca- 
tion which the legislature authorizes for administrative purposes and for migrant day 
care. 

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256E.08, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. ADMINISTRATION OF INCOME MAINTENANCE PROGRAMS. 
The county board may designate itself, a human services board, or a local social services 
agency toperform the functions of local social services agencies as prescribed in chapter 
393 and assigned to county agencies in other law which pertains to the administration of 
income maintenance programs known as aid to families with dependent children, Minne- 
sota family investment program—statewide, general assistance, Minnesota supplemental 
aid, medical assistance, general assistance medical care, and emergency assistance. 

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256F.05, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 5. INAPPROPRIATE EXPENDITURES. Family preservation fund basic, 
placement earnings, and development grant money must not be used for: 

-(1) child day care necessary solely because of the employment or training to prepare 
for employment, of a parent or other relative with whom the child is living; 

(2) residential facility payments; 

(3) adoption assistance payments; 

(4) public assistance payments for aid to families with dependent children, Minne- 
sota family investment program—statewide, supplemental aid, medical‘ assistance, gener- 
al—eTssistance, general assistance medical care, or community health services authorized 
by sections 145A.09 to 145A.13; or 

(5) administrative costs for local social services agency public assistance staff. 

Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256G.01, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 4. ADDITIONAL COVERAGE. The provisions in sections 256G.02, sub- 
division 4, paragraphs (a) to (d); 256G.O2, subdivisions 5 to 8; 256G.O3; 256G.O4; 
25 6G.05; and 256G.O7, subdivisions 1 to 3, apply to the following programs: aid to fami- 
lies with dependent children, Mirmesota family investment program-—statewide; medical 
assistance; general assistance; family general assistance; general assistance medical 
care; and Minnesota supplemental aid. 
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Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 257.3573, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. INAPPROPRIATE EXPENDITURES. Indian child welfare grant 
money must not be used for: 

(1) child day care necessary solely because of employment or training for employ- 
ment of a parent or other relative with whom the child is living; 

(2) foster care maintenance or difficulty of care payments; 

(3) residential facility payments; 

(4) adoption assistance payments; 

(5) public assistance payments for aid to families with dependent children, Minne- 
sota family investment program—statewide, supplemental aid, medical assistanceficfir: 
al assistance, general assistance medical care, or community health services autho.rized 
by sections 145A.01 to 145A.14; or 

(6) administrative costs for income maintenance staff. 
Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 260.38, is amended to read: 
260.38 COST, PAYMENT. 
In addition to the usual care and services given by public and private agencies, the 

necessary cost incurred by the commissioner of human services in providing care for 
such child shall be paid by the county committing such child which, subject to uniform 
rules established by the commissioner of human services, may receive a reimbursement 
not exceeding one—half of such costs from funds made available for this purpose by the 
legislature during the period beginning July 1, 1985, and ending December 31, 1985. Be- 
ginning January 1, 1986, the necessary cost incurred by the commissioner of human ser- 
vices in providing care for the child must be paid by the county committing the child. 
Where such child is eligible to receive a grant of aid to families with dependent children, 
Minnesota family investment program—statewide or supplemental security income for 
the aged, blind, and disabled, or a foster care maintenance payment under Title IV-E of 
the Social Security Act, United States Code, title 42, sections 670 to 676, the child’s 
needs shall be met through these programs. 

Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.0111, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 5. INCOME MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT SERVICES. “Income 
maintenance and support services” means programs through which the state or its subdi- 
visions provide direct financial or in—kind support to unemployed or underemployed per- 
sons, including reemployment insurance, aid to families with dependent children, Min- 
nesota family investment program—statewide, general assistance, work r=eadiness_a—s$ 
tanee; food stamps, energy assistance, disability determinations, and child care. Income 
maintenance and support services do not include medical assistance, aging services, so- 
cial services, community social services, mental health services, or services for the emo- 
tionally disturbed, the mentally retarded, or residents of nursing homes. 

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.0111, subdivision 7, is amended to 
read: 
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Subd. 7. PUBLIC ASSISTANCE. “Public assistance” means aid to families with 
dependent children, Minnesota family investment program—statewide and general assis- 
tance,- and work readiness. 

Sec. 26. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.0122, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. DUTIES AS A STATE AGENCY. The commissioner shall: 
(1) administer the unemployment insurance laws and related programs; 

(2) administer the aspects of aid to families with dependent children, Minnesota 
family investment program—statewide, general assistance, work and food 
stamps that relate to employment and training services, subject to the contract under sec- 
tion 268.86, subdivision 2; 

(3) administer wage subsidies and the discretionary employment and training fund; 

(4) administer a national system of public employment ofiices as prescribed by 
United States Code, title 29, chapter 4B, the Wagner—Peyser Act, and other federal em- 
ployment and training programs; 

(5) cooperate with the federal government and its employment and training agencies‘ 
in any reasonable manner as necessary to qualify for federal aid for employment and 
training services and money; 

(6) enter into agreements with other departments of the state and local units of gov- 
ernment as necessary; 

(7) certify employment and training service providers and decertify service provid- 
ers that fail to comply with performance criteria according to standards established by the 
commissioner; 

(8) provide consistent, integrated employment and training services across the state; 

(9) establish the standards for all employment and training services administered 
under this chapter; 

(10) develop standards for the contents and structure of the local service unit plans 
and plans for Indian tribe employment and training services; 

(11) provide current state and substate labor market information and forecasts, in 
cooperation with other agencies; 

(12) identify underserved populations, unmet service needs, and funding require- 
ments; 

(13) consult with the council for the blind on matters pertaining to programs and ser- 
vices for the blind and visually impaired; and 

(14) enter into agreements with Indian tribes as necessary to provide employment 
and training services as funds become available. 

Sec. 27, Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.552, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: 
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Subd. 5. ALLOCATION TO APPLICANTS. Priority for subsidies shall be in the 
following order: 

(1) applicants living in households with no other income source; 

(2), applicants whose incomes and resources are less than the standard for eligibility 
for general assistance or work readiness; and 

(3) applicants who are eligible for aid to families with dependent children o_r ll/finne- 
_so_ta family investment program—statewide. 

Sec. 28. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.6751, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. WAGE SUBSIDIES. Wage subsidy money must be allocated to lo- 
cal service units in the following manner: 

(a) The commissioner shall allocate 87.5 percent of the funds available for alloca— 
tion to local service units for wage subsidy programs as follows: the proportion of the 
wage subsidy money available to each local service unit must be based on the number of 
unemployed persons in the local service unit for the most recent six-month period and the 
number of work readiness assistance eases and aid to families with dependent children 
and Minnesota family investment program—statewide cases in the local service unit for . 

E-most recent six—month period. 
(b) Five percent of the money available for wage subsidy programs must be allo- 

cated at the discretion of the commissioner. 

(c) Seven and one—half percent of the money available for wage subsidy programs 
must be allocated at the discretion of the commissioner to provide jobs for residents of 
federally recognized Indian reservations. 

(d) By December 31 of each fiscal year, providers and local service units receiving 
wage subsidy money shall report to the commissioner on the use of allocated funds. The 
commissioner shall reallocate uncommitted funds for each fiscal year according to the 
formula in paragraph (a). 

See. 29. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.676, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. AMONG JOB APPLICANTS. At least 80 percent of funds allo- 
cated among eligible job applicants statewide must be allocated to: 

(1) applicants living in households with no other income source; 
(2) applicants whose incomes and resources are less than the standards for eligibility 

for general assistance or work readiness; 
(3) applicants who are eligible for aid to families with dependent children o_r_M'n1r1e_- 

so_ta family investment program—statewide; and 

(4) applicants who live in a farm household who demonstrate severe household fi- 
nancial need. - 

Sec. 30. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.86, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 
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Subd. 2. INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS. By October 1, 1987, the commis- 
sioner and the commissioner of human services shall enter into a written contract for the 
design, delivery, and administration of employment and training services for applicants 
for or recipients of food stamps es, aid to families with dependent children and work 
readiness or Minnesota family invesunent program—statewide, including AFDC and 
MFIP-—S employment and training programs; and general assistance er work readiness 
grant The contract must address: 

(1) specific roles and responsibilities of each department; 

(2) assignment and supervision of staff for interagency activities including any nec- 
essary interagency employee mobility agreements under the administrative procedures 
of the department of employee relations; 

(3) mechanisms for determining the conditions under which individuals participate 
in services, their rights and responsibilities while participating, and the standards by 
which the services must be administered; 

(4) procedures for providing technical assistance to local service units, Indian tribes, 
and employment and training service providers; 

(5) access to appropriate staff for ongoing development and interpretation of policy, 
rules, and program standards; 

(6) procedures for reimbursing appropriate agencies for administrative expenses; 
and ' 

(7) procedures for accessing available federal funds. 

Sec. 31. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.871, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: _. 

xi 

Subdivision 1. RESPONSIBILITY AND CERTIFICATION. (a) Unless prohib- 
ited by federal law or otherwise determined by state law, a local service unit is responsible 
for the delivery of employment and training services. After February 1, 1988, employ- 
ment and training services must be delivered by certified employment and training ser- 
vice providers. 

(b) The local service unit’s employment and training service provider must meet the 
certification standards in this subdivision in order to be certified to deliver any of the fol- 
lowing employment and training services and programs: wage subsidies; week readi- 
nessgwerkreaelinessand general assistance grant diversion; food stamp employment and 
training programs; community work experience programs; AFDC or MFlI’—S job 
search; AFDC or MFIP—S grant diversion; AFDC or MFIP6 on—-the—jFb training; and 
AFDC or MFIP——S case management.

- 
(c) The commissioner shall certify a local service unit’s service provider to provide 

these employment and training services and programs if the commissioner determines 
that the provider has: 

(1) past experience in direct delivery of the programs specified in paragraph (b); 

(2) staff capabilities and qualifications, including adequate staff to provide timely 
and effective services to clients, and proven staff experience in providing specific ser- 
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vices such as assessments, career planning, job development, job placement, support ser- 
vices, and knowledge of community services and educational resources; 

(3) demonstrated effectiveness in providing services to public assistance recipients 
and other economically disadvantaged clients; and 

(4) demonstrated administrative capabilities, including adequate fiscal and ac- 
counting procedures, financial management systems, participant data systems, and rec- 
ord retention procedures. 

(d) When the only service provider that meets the criterion in paragraph (c), clause 
(1), has been decertified, pursuant according to subdivision la, in that local service unit, 
the following criteria shall be substituted: past experience in direct delivery of multiple, 
coordinated, nonduplicative services, including outreach, assessments, identification of 
client barriers, employability development plans, and provision or referral to support ser- 
VICCS. 

(e) The commissioner shall certify providers of the_Minnesota family investment 
plan case management services as defined in section 256.032, subdivision 3. Providers 
must meet the standards defined in paragraph (c), except that past experience under para- 
graph (c), clause (1), must be in services and programs similar to those specified in sec- 
tion 256.032, subdivision 3. 

Employment and training service providers shall be certified by the commissioner 
for two fiscal years beginning July 1, 1991, and every second year thereafter. 

Sec. 32. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.90, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 
Subd. 2. EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS, (a) An eligible nonprofit or public em- 

ployer may not terminate, lay off, or reduce the regular working hours of an employee for 
the purpose of hiring an individual with money available under this program. An eligible 
employer may not hire an individual with money available through this program if any 
other person is on layoff from the same or a substantially equivalent job. 

(b) Community investment program participants are employees of the project em- 
ployer within the meaning of workers’ compensation laws, personal income tax, and the 
federal insurance contribution act, but not retirement or civil service laws. 

(c) Each project and job must comply with all applicable affirmative action, fair la- 
bor, health, safety, and environmental standards. 

(d) Individuals employed under the community investment program must be paid a 
wage at the same wage rates as work site or employees doing comparable work in that 
locality, unless otherwise specified in law. 

(e) Recipients of aid to families with dependent children or Minnesota family in- 
vestment program—statewide who are eligible on the basis of an Eremployed parent may 
not have available more than 100 hours a month. All employees are limited to 32 hours or 
four days a week, so that they can continue to seek full—time private sector employment, 
unless otherwise specified in law. 

(f) The commissioner shall establish, by rule, the terms and conditions governing 
the participation of appropriate public assistance recipients. The rules must, at a mini- 
mum, establish the procedures by which the minimum and maximum number of work 
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hours and maximum allowable travel distances are determined, the amounts and methods 
by which work expenses will be paid, and the manner ir1 which support services will be 
provided. The rules must also provide for periodic reviews of clients continuing employ- 
ment in community investment programs. 

(g) Participation in a community investment program by a recipient of aid to fami- 
lies with dependent children, Minnesota family investment program—statewide or gener- 
al assistance is voluntmyghewevegworkreadinessregistrantsmaybereqakedtepartiek 
pate. 

Sec. 33. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.916, is amended to read: 

268.916 REPORTS. 
Each grantee shall submit an annual report to the commissioner on the format desig- 

nated by the commissioner, including program information report data. By January 1 of 
each year, the commissioner shall prepare an annual report to the health and human ser- 
vices committee of the house of representatives and the family services committee of the 
senate concerning the uses and impact of head start supplemental funding, including a 
summary of innovative programs and the results of innovative programs and an evalua- 
tion of the coordination of head start programs with employment and training services 
provided to AFDC aid MFIP—S recipients. 

Sec. 34. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 268.95, subdivision 4, is amended to read: 

Subd. 4. PILOT PROGRAM. The commissioner shall develop a pilot program, in 
cooperation with the commissioners of trade and economic development and human ser- 
vices, to enable 1ow—income persons to start or expand self—employment opportunities or 
home—based businesses that are designed to make the individual entrepreneurs economi- 
cally independent. The commissioner of human services shall seek necessary waivers 
from federal regulations to allow recipients of aid to families with dependent children or 
Minnesota family investment program—statewide to participate and retain eligibility 
while establishing a business. 

Sec. 35. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 393.07, subdivision 6, is amended to read: 

Subd. 6. PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT T0 AID WELFARE RECIPIENTS. 
Every local social services agency authorizing braces, crutches, trusses, wheel chairs and 
hearing aids for use by recipients of supplemental security income for the aged, blind and 
disabled, aid to families with dependent children or Minnesota family investment pro- 
gram—statewide and relief shall secure such device—s_at the lowest cost obtainable COIIHIE 
cive to the well being of the recipient and fix the recipient’s grant in an amount to cover 
the cost of the device providing it will be purchased at the lowest cost obtainable, or may 
make payment for the device directly to the vendor. 

Sec. 36. Mirmesota Statutes 1996, section 477A.0122, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section, the following definitions ap- 
ply: 

(a) “Children in out—of—home placement” means the total unduplicated number of 
children in out—of—home care as reported pursuaat according to section 257.0725. 
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(b) “Family preservation programs” means family-based services as defined in sec- 
tion 25 6F.O3, subdivision 5, families first services, parent and child education programs, 
and day treatment services provided in cooperation with a school district or other pro- 
grams as defined by the commissioner of human services. 

(c) “Income maintenance caseload” means average monthly number of AFDC g Minnesota family investment program—statewide cases for the calendar year. 

By July 1, 1994, the commissioner of human services shall certify to the con1mis- 
sioner of revenue the number of children in out—of-home placement in 1991 and 1992 for 
each county and the income maintenance caseload for each county for the most recent 
year available. By July 1 of each subsequent year, the commissioner of human services 
shall certify to the commissioner of revenue the income maintenance caseload_for each 
county for the most recent calendar year available. 

See. 37. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 550.37, subdivision 14, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 14. PUBLIC ASSISTANCE. All relief based on need, and the earnings or 
salary of a person who is a recipient of relief based on need, shall be exempt from all 
claims of creditors including any contractual setoff or security interest asserted by a fi- 
nancial institution. For the purposes of this chapter, relief based on need includes AFDC, 
MFIP, MFIP-R, MFIP-—S, Work First, general assistance medical care, supplemental se- 
curity income, medical assistance, Minnesota supplemental assistance, and general as- 
sistance. The salary or earnings of any debtor who is or has been an eligible recipient of 
relief based on need, or an inmate of a correctional institution shall, upon the debtor’s 
return to private employment or farming after having been an eligible recipient of relief 
based on need, or an inmate of a correctional institution, be exempt from attachment, gar- 
nishment, or levy of execution for a period of six months after the debtor’s return to em- 
ployment or farming and after all public assistance for which eligibility existed has been 
terminated. The exemption provisions contained in this subdivision also apply for 60 
days after deposit in any financial institution, whether in a single or joint account. In trac- 
ing the funds, the first—in first—out method of accounting shall be used. The burden of 
establishing that funds are exempt rests upon the debtor. Agencies distributing relief and 
the correctional institutions shall, at the request of creditors, inform them whether or not 
any debtor has been an eligible recipient of relief based on need, or an inmate of a correc- 
tional institution, within the preceding six months. 

Sec. 38. REVISOR INSTRUCTION. 
The revisor of statutes shall identify in Minnesota Statutes and Minnesota Rules all 

refer<E:s to aid t—o familiesfir dependent children, AFDC, aidto dependent childre_n_, 
family genefal—ws_istance, an_dT7GA, and to Minnesota Statutefiection 256.12, or any of 
t_l§ sections o_f Minnesota Statutes from sections 256.72 t3 256.87.

_ 
E revisor shall prepare a report by January 1, 1998, Q the 1998 legislature show- 

in_g where these references E located. 
Sec. 39. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
T_l11'_s_ article effective fly L 1997. 
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ARTICLE 5 

PROGRAM INTEGRITY INITIATIVES 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 13.82, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. APPLICATION. This section shall apply to agencies which carry 
on a law enforcement function, including but not limited to municipal police depart- 
ments, county sheriff departments, fire departments, the bureau of criminal apprehen~ 
sion, the Minnesota state patrol, the board of peace officer standards and training, the de- 
partment of commerce, and the department of labor and industry fraud investigation unit, 
the program integrity section of, and county human service agency client and provide? 
End prevention 31 control gr supervised by die departmeFo_f human 
services. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.01, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

Subd. 2. SPECIFIC POWERS. Subject to the provisions of section 241.021, sub- 
division 2, the commissioner of human services shall: 

(1) Administer and supervise all forms of public assistance provided for by state law 
and other welfare activities or services as are vested in the commissioner. Administration 
and supervision of human services activities or services includes, but is not limited to, 
assuring timely and accurate distribution of benefits, completeness of service, and quali- 
ty program management. In addition to administering and supervising human services 
activities vested by law in the department, the commissioner shall have the authority to: 

(a) require county agency participation in training and technical assistance pro- 
grams to promote compliance with statutes, rules, federal laws, regulations, and policies 
governing human services; 

(b) monitor, on an ongoing basis, the performance of county agencies in the opera- 
tion and administration of human services, enforce compliance with statutes, rules, fed- 
eral laws, regulations, and policies governing welfare services and promote excellence of 
administration and program operation; 

(c) develop a quality control program or other monitoring program to review county 
performance and accuracy of benefit determinations; 

((1) require county agencies to make an adjustment to the public assistance benefits 
issued to any individual consistent with federal law and regulation and state law and rule 
and to issue or recover benefits as appropriate; 

(e) delay or deny payment of all or part of the state and federal share of benefits and 
administrative reimbursement according to the procedures set forth in section 256.017; 
and 

(f) make contracts with and grants to public and private agencies and organizations, 
both profit and nonprofit, and individuals, using appropriated funds. 

(2) Inform county agencies, on a timely basis, of changes in statute, rule, federal law, 
regulation, and policy necessary to county agency administration of the programs. 
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(3) Administer and supervise all child welfare activities; promote the enforcement 
of laws protecting handicapped, dependent, neglected and delinquent children, and chil- 
dren born to mothers who were not married to the children’s fathers at the times of the 
conception nor at the births of the children; license and supervise child—caring and child—— 
placing agencies and institutions; supervise the care of children in boarding and foster 
homes or in private institutions; and generally perform all functions relating to the field of 
child welfare now vested in the state board of control. 

(4) Administer and supervise all noninstitutional service to handicapped persons, 
including those who are visually impaired, hearing impaired, or physically impaired or 
otherwise handicapped. The commissioner may provide and contract for the care and 
treatment of qualified indigent children in facilities other than those located and available 
at state hospitals when it is not feasible to provide the service in state hospitals. 

(5) Assist and actively cooperate with other departments, agencies and institutions, 
local, state, and federal, by performing services in conformity with the purposes of Laws 
1939, chapter 431. 

(6) Act as the agent of and cooperate with the federal government in matters of 
mutual concern relative to and in conformity with the provisions of Laws 1939, chapter 
431, including the administration of any federal funds granted to the state to aid in the 
performance of any functions of the commissioner as specified in Laws 1939, chapter 
431, and including the promulgation of rules making uniformly available medical. care 
benefits to all recipients of public assistance, at such times as the federal government in- 
creases its participation in assistance expenditures for medical care to recipients of public 
assistance, the cost thereof to be borne in the same proportion as are grants of aid to said 
recipients. ‘ 

(7) Establish and maintain any administrative units reasonably necessary for the 
performance of administrative functions common to all divisions of the department. 

(8) Act as designated guardian of both the estate and the person of all the wards of 
the state of Minnesota, whetherby operation of law or by an order of court, without any 
further act or proceeding whatever, except as to persons committed as mentally retarded. 

(9) Act as coordinating referral and informational center on requests for service for 
newly arrived immigrants coming to Minnesota. 

(10) The specific enumeration of powers and duties as hereinabove set forth shall in 
no way be construed to be a limitation upon the general transfer of powers herein con- 
tained. 

(11) Establish county, regional, or statewide schedules of maximum fees and 
charges which may be paid by county agencies for medical, dental, surgical, hospital, 
nursing and nursing home care and medicine and medical supplies under all programs of 
medical care provided by the state and for congregate living care under the income main- 
tenance programs. 

(12) Have the authority to conduct and administer experimental projects to test 
methods and procedures of administering assistance and services to recipients or poten- 
tial recipients of public welfare. To carry out such experimental projects, it is further pro- 
vided that the commissioner of human services is authorized to waive the enforcement of 
existing specific statutory program requirements, rules, and standards in one or more 
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counties. The order establishing the waiver shall provide alternative methods and proce- 
dures of administration, shall not be ir1 conflict with the basic purposes, coverage, or 
benefits provided by law, and in no event shall the duration of a project exceed four years. 
It is further provided that no order establishing an experimental project as authorized by 
the provisions of this section shall become effective until the following conditions have 
been met: 

(a) The proposed comprehensive plan, including estimated project costs and the 
proposed order establishing the waiver, shall be filed with the secretary of the senate and 
chief clerk of the house of representatives at least 60 days prior to its effective date. 

(b) The secretary of health, education, and welfare of the United States has agreed, 
for the same project, to waive state plan requirements relative to statewide uniformity. 

(c) A comprehensive plan, including estimated project costs, shall be approved by 
the legislative advisory commission and filed with the commissioner of administration. 

(13) In aeeerelanee with According to federal requirements, establish procedures to 
be followed by local welfare boards in creating citizen advisory committees, including 
procedures for selection of committee members. 

(14) Allocate federal fiscal disallowances or sanctions which are based on quality 
control error rates for the aid to families with dependent children, Minnesota family in- 
vestment program—statewide, medical assistance, or food stamp program in the £01103: 

(a) One—half of the total amount of the disallowance shall be borne by the county 
boards responsible for administering the programs. For the medical assistance, MFIP—S, 
and AFDC programs, disallowances shall be shared by each county board in the same 
proportion as that county ’s expenditures for the sanctioned program are to the total of all 
counties’ expenditures for the AFDC, MFIP—S, and medical assistance programs. For the 
food stamp program, sanctions shall be shared by each county board, with 50 percent of 
the sanction being distributed to each county in the same proportion as that county ’s ad- 
ministrative costs for food stamps are to the total of all food stamp administrative costs 
for all counties, and 50 percent of the sanctions being distributed to each county in the 
same proportion as that county’s value of food stamp benefits issued are to the total of all 
benefits issued for all counties. Each county shall pay its share of the disallowance to the 
state of Minnesota. When a county fails to pay the amount due hereunder, the commis- 
sioner may deduct the amount from reimbursement otherwise due the county, or the attor- 
ney general, upon the request of the commissioner, may institute civil action to recover 
the amount due. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a), if the disallowance results 
from knowing noncompliance by one or more counties with a specific program instruc- 
tion, and that knowing noncompliance is a matter of official county board record, the 
commissioner may require payment or recover from the county or counties, in the man- 
ner prescribed in paragraph (a), an amount equal to the portion of the total disallowance 
which resulted from the noncompliance, and‘ may distribute the balance of the disallow- 
ance according to paragraph (a). 

(15) Develop and implement special projects that maximize reimbursements and re- 
sult in the recovery of money to the state. For the purpose of recovering state money, the 
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commissioner may enter into contracts with third parties. Any recoveries that result from 
projects or contracts entered into under this paragraph shall be deposited in the state trea- 
sury and credited to a special account until the balance in the account reaches $1,000,000. 
When the balance in the account exceeds $1,000,000, the excess shall be transferred and 
credited to the general fund. All money in the account is appropriated to the commission- 
er for the purposes of this paragraph. 

(16) Have the authority to make direct payments to facilities providing shelter to 
women and their children pursuant according to section 256D.05, subdivision 3. Upon 
the written request of a shelter facility that has been denied payments under section 
256D.05, subdivision 3, the commissioner shall review all relevant evidence and make a 
determination within 30 days of the request for review regarding issuance of direct pay- 
ments to the shelter facility. Failure to act within 30 days shall be considered a determina- 
tion not to issue direct payments. 

(17) Have the authority to establish and enforce the following county reporting re- 
quirements: 

(a) The commissioner shall establish fiscal and statistical reporting requirements 
necessary to account for the expenditure of funds allocated to counties for human ser- 
vices programs. When establishing financial and statistical reporting requirements, the 
commissioner shall evaluate all reports, in consultation with the counties, to determine if 
the reports can be simplified or the number of reports can be reduced. 

(b) The county board shall submit monthly or quarterly reports to the department as 
required by the commissioner. Monthly reports are due no later than 15 working days af- 
ter the end of the month. Quarterly reports are due no later than 30 calendar days after the 
end of the quarter, unless the commissioner determines that the deadline must be short- 
ened to 20 calendar days to avoid jeopardizing compliance with federal deadlines or risk- 
ing a loss of federal funding. Only reports that are complete, legible, and in the required 
format shall be accepted by the commissioner. 

(c) If the required reports are not received by the deadlines established in clause (b), 
the commissioner may delay payments and withhold funds from the county board until 
the next reporting period. When the report is needed to account for the use of federal 
funds and the late report results in a reduction in federal funding, the commissioner shall 
withhold from the county boards with late reports an amount equal to the reduction in 
federal funding until full federal funding is received. 

(d) A county board that submits reports that are late, illegible, incomplete, or not in 
the required format for two out of three consecutive reporting periods is considered non- 
compliant. When a county board is found to be noncompliant, the commissioner shall 
notify the county board of the reason the county board is considered noncompliant and 
request that the county board develop a corrective action plan stating how the county 
board plans to correct the problem. The corrective action plan must be submitted to the 
commissioner within 45 days after the date the county board received notice of noncom- 
pliance. 

(e) The final deadline for fiscal reports or amendments to fiscal reports is one year 
after the date the report was originally due. If the commissioner does not receive a report 
by the final deadline, the county board forfeits the funding associated with the report for 
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that reporting period and the county board must repay any funds associated with the re- 
port received for that reporting period. 

(f) The commissioner may not delay payments, withhold funds, or require repay- 
ment under paragraph (c) or (e) if the county demonstrates that the commissioner failed to 
provide appropriate forms, guidelines, and technical assistance to enable the county to 
comply with the requirements. If the county board disagrees with an action taken by the 
commissioner under paragraph (c) or (e), the county board may appeal the action accord- 
ing to sections 14.57 to 14.69. 

(g) Counties subject to withholding of funds under paragraph (c) or forfeiture or re- 
payment of fimds under paragraph (c) shall not reduce or withhold benefits or services to 
clients to cover costs incurred due to actions taken by the commissioner under paragraph 
(c) or (e). 

(18) Allocate federal fiscal disallowances or sanctions for audit exceptions when 
federal fiscal disallowances or sanctions are based on a statewide random sample for the 
foster care program under title IV—E of the Social Security Act, United States Code, title 
42, in direct proportion to each county’s title IV-E foster care maintenance claim for that 
period. 

(19) Be responsible for ensuring the detection, prevention, investigation, and reso- 
lution o_f ffitudulent activifs or behavi—c? by applicants, recipients, and other participants 
'm t_h_e human services programs administered b_y_ Q9 department. 

(29) Require county agencies to identify overpayments, establish claims, and utilize 
a_ll available an_d cost—beneficial methodologies to collect gd recover these overpay- 
ments th_e human services programs administered b_y the department. 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.017, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

Subd. 2. DEFINITIONS. The following terms have the meanings given for thepur— 
' pose purposes of this section. 

(a) “Administrative penalty” means an adjustment against the county agency’s state 
and federal benefit and federal administrative reimbursement when the commissioner 
determines that the county agency is not in compliance with the policies and procedures 
established by the commissioner. . 

(b) “Quality control case penalty” means an adjustment against the county agency’s 
federal administrative reimbursement and state and federal benefit reimbursement when 
the commissioner determines through a quality control review that the county agency has 
made incorrect payments, terminations, or denials of benefits as determined by state 
quality control procedures for the aid to families with dependent children, Minnesota 
family investment program—statewide, food stamp, or medical assistance programs, or 
any other programs for which the commissioner has developed a quality control system. 
Quality control case penalties apply only to agency errors as defined by state quality con- 
trol procedures. 

(c) “Quality eent-rel contro1/ quality assurance“ means a review system of a state- 
wide random sample of cases, designed to provide data on program outcomes and the 
accuracy with which state and federal policies are being applied in issuing benefit$d as 
a fiscal audit to ensure the accuracy of expenditures. The quality central control/ quality 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by str-ikeeut-.

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



657 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 85, Art. 5 

assurance system is administered by the department. For the aid to families with depend- 
ent children, Minnesota family investment program—statewide, food stamp, and medical 
assistance programs, the quality control system is that required by federal regulation,g 
those developed lg the commissioner. 

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.019, is amended to read: 
256.019 RECOVERY OF MONEY; APPORTIONMENT. 
When an amount is recovered from any source for assistance given under the provi- 

sions governing public assistance programs including aid to families with dependent 
children, MFIP—S, general assistance medical care, emergency assistance, general assis- 
tance, worle teadiness; and Minnesota supplemental aid, there shall be paid to the United 
States the amount due under the terms of the SccialSeeutityActand the balancemusthe 
paid into the treasury ofthe state or county in accordance with current sates offiiaancial 
participation; except the county may keep one—half of recovery made by the county 
agency using any methfl other th§1~r—efip‘ment. For rrfadical assistance, i_fthe—recovery 
is made by a county agency usi‘1i<g—z1ny method oder than recoupment, the county may 
keep one—half of the nonfederal share of the recovery. This does not apply to recoveries 
from medical providers or to recoveries begun by the department of human services’ sur- 
veillance and utilization review division, state hospital collections unit, and the benefit 
recoveries division or, by the attorney general’s office, or child support collections. In the 
food stamp program, the nonfederal share of recoveries in the federal tax refund dflisfi firam (FTROP) onlfwill be divided etftially betweenthe state agefiy and the in- 
volved county agency. 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.045, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 
Subd. 3. STATE AGENCY HEARINGS. (a) State agency hearings are available 

for the following: (1) any person applying for, receiving or having received public assis- 
tance, mcdical care, or a program of social services granted by the state agency or a 
county agency uflet sections 9:52.32, 2567931 to 2564936, and 256:7-2 to 256319; chap- 
ters 25613; $35619; 256E; £61-, or the federal Food Stamp Act whose application for assis- 
tance is denied, not acted upon with reasonable promptness, or whose assistance is sus- 
pended, reduced, terminated, or claimed to have been incorrectly paid; (2) any patient or 
relative aggrieved by an order of the commissioner under section 252.27; (3) a party ag- 
grieved by a ruling of a prepaid health plan; (4) any individual or facility determined by a 
lead agency to have maltreated a vulnerable adult under section 626.557 after they have 
exercised their right to administrative reconsideration under section 626.557; (5) any 
person whose claim for foster care payment pursuant according to a placement of the 
child resulting from a child protection assessment under section 626.556 is denied or not 
acted upon with reasonable promptness, regardless of funding source; (6) any person to whom a right of appeal pursuant according to this section is given by other provision of 
law; or (7) an applicant aggrieved by an adverse decision to an application for a hardship 
waiver under section 256B.15. The failure to exercise the right to an administrative re- 
consideration shall not be a bar to a hearing under this section if federal law provides an 
individual the right to a hearing to dispute a finding of maltreatment. Individuals and or- 
ganizations specified in this section may contest the specified action, decision, or final 
disposition before the state agency by submitting a written request for a hearing to the 
state agency within 30 days after receiving written notice of the action, decision, or final 
disposition, or within 90 days of such written notice if the applicant, recipient, patient, or 
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relative shows good cause why the request was not submitted within the 3(Hiay time lim- 
it. 

The hearing for an individual or facility under clause (4) is the only administrative 
appeal to the final lead agency disposition specifically, including a challenge to the accu- 
racy and completeness of data under section 13.04. Hearings requested under clause (4) 
apply only to incidents of maltreatment that occur on or after October 1, 1995. Hearings 
requested by nursing assistants in nursing homes alleged to have maltreated a resident 
prior to October 1, 1995, shall be held as a contested case proceeding under the provisions 
of chapter 14. 

For purposes of this section, bargaining unit grievance procedures are not an admin- 
istrative appeal. 

The scope of hearings involving claims to foster care payments under clause (5) 
shall be limited to the issue of whether the county is legally responsible for a child’s 
placement under court order or voluntary placement agreement and, if so, the correct 
amount of foster care payment to be made on the child’s behalf and shall not include re- 
view of the propriety of the county’s child protection determination or child placement 
decision. 

(b) Except for a prepaid health plan, a vendor of medical care as defined in section 
256B.O2, subdivision 7, or a vendor under contract with a county agency to provide social 
services under section 25613.08, subdivision 4, is not a party and may not request a hear- 
ing under this section, except if assisting a recipient as provided in subdivision 4. 

(c) An applicant or recipient is not entitled to receive social services beyond the ser- 
vices included in the amended community social services plan developed under section 
25 613.081, subdivision 3, if the county agency has met the requirements in section 
25 6E.081. 

Q _’I_'h_e commissioner may summarily affirm tip; county g state agency ’s proposed 
action without a hearing when t_h_e sole issue E automatic change E t_o a change 
state g federal law.

' 

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.046, is amended to read: 

256.046 ADMINISTRATIVE FRAUD DISQUALIFICATION HEARINGS. 
Subdivision 1. HEARING AUTHORITY. A local agency may flag initiate an ad- 

ministrative fraud disqualification hearing for individuals accused of wrongfully obtain- 
ing assistance or intentional program violations, in lieu of a criminal action, in the aid to 
families with dependent children, MFIP—S, childcaggeiieral assistance, family general 
assistance, Minnesota supplemental aid, medical care, or food stamp programs. The 
hearing is subject to the requirements cfiection 25 6W5_and the requirements in Code of 
Federal Regulations, title 7, section 273.16, for the food stamp program and title 45, sec- 
tion 235.112, as of September 39, 1_9_9_5_, for the aid to families with dependent children 
program cash grant arLd_ medical (fie programs. 

Subd. 2. COMBINED HEARING. The referee may combine a fair hearing and ad- 
ministrative fraud disqualification hearing into a single hearing if the factual issues arise 
out of the same, or related, circumstances and the individual receives prior notice that the 
hearings will be combined. If the administrative fraud disqualification hearing and fair 
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hearing are combined, the time frames for administrative fraud disqualification hearings 
set forth specified in Code of Federal Regulations, title 7, section 273.16, and title 45, 
section 235 .112, as of September 3_(), 1995, apply. If the individual accused of wrongfully 
obtaining assistance is charged under section 256.98 for the same act or acts which are the 
subject of the hearing, the individual may request that the hearing be delayed until. the 
criminal charge is decided by the court or withdrawn. 

Sec. 7. [256.0471] OVERPAYMENTS BECOME JUDGMENTS BY OPERA- 
TION OF LAW. 

Subdivision 1. QUALIFYING OVERPAYMENT. Any overpayment for assis- 
tance granted under sections 256.031 to 256.0361, 256.725 256.871, and 2_56HT)5; 
chapters 256B, 256D, 2561, 256J, and 25_6K; and the food stamp program, adept agency 
error claims, become a judgment by-6peratio1T)f Wv90?1ays after the notice of ofifpfi: 
ment is personally served upon the recipientTnEnE1nefilE’EEfficient711Er—1iE 
4.03(a7 of the Rules of Civil Procaure for distfictcourts, or—by_certified mail, return? 
ceipt reciuestted. @E1dgme11tslL11 be e_ntitled to _fu_11 faithandcredit @ an_y_ 
er state. 

Subd. OVERPAYMENTS INCLUDED. section limited t_o overpay: 
ments ior which notification issued within th_e fine period specified under _sE:_t_ipn 
541.05. 

Subd. NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS. Ajudgment 31}: obtained a_f— 
ter: 

(1) a notice of overpayment has been personally served on the recipient or former 
recipi—efiFin a manner sufficient underru1e7l.03(a) of the Rules Efivil Procedur—efor dis- 
trict courts: or mailed t_o the recipient 6r—former recipie—nt certified mail return receipt}; 
fiested; and‘ 

— _ _— _ 
(_2_) the time period under section 256.045, subdivision ii, lfl elapsed without a re: quest Q a hearing, o_r a hearing decision E been rendered under section 256.045 o_r 

256.046 which concludes the existence of an overpayment that meets the requirements of 
til section. 

Subd. 4. NOTICE OF OVERPAYMENT. The notice of overpayment shall in- 
clude the amount and cause of the overpayment, appefi rights, and an explanatidffoi the 
consefifinces of the_judgme-Ht fit will be established if an appeafis—not filed time1y_o-rTf 

aT<)—verp2t_371—nEvv_hi<E11_z1_li—- 

Wis E judgment. —_ __ 
Subd. J UDGMENTS ENTERED AND DOCKETED. A judgment shall b_e §,n_- 

tered @ docketed under section 548.09 ofl after Q least three months have elapsed 
since: 

_— —~ ~—— 1- —_'_ 
§_1_) me notice of overpayment was served on E recipient pursuant to subdivision 3; and 

Q) th_e h_st time 3 monthly recoupment w_2§ applied t_o the overpayment. 
Subd. DOCKETING OF OVERPAYMENTS. Q or after th_e @ E unpaid overpayment becomes a judgment by operation of law under subdivision L the agency or public authority _r_r121_y @ with Q13 court administrator: '- 
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£1_) a statement identifying, E a copy o_f th_e overpayment notice which provides for 
. an appeal process a_nd_ requires payment 9_f t_h_e overpayment; 

. Q proof pf service o_f th_e notice o_f overpayment; 
Q an affidavit ofdefault, stating fire name, occupation, place o_f residence, and 

la_st known E office address _of th_e debtor; me name an_d po_st office address o_f t_h_e 
agency or public authority; the date or dates th_e overpayment was incurred; E program E E overpaid; arm the t—6E1l amount pf th_e judgment; 2_1n_d 

(4) an affidavit of service of a notice of entry of judgment shall lg made by first class 
mail at the address where the debtor was served with t_l§ notice g overpayment. Service 
i_s completed upon mailing} gig maTner designated. 

Subd. 7. DOES NOT HVIPEDE OTHER METHODS. Nothing in this section 
shall lie construed to impede Q restrict alternative recovery methodsg theET)verpay- 
ments E overpayments which d_o not meet t_h_e requirements o_f section. 

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.98, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. WRONGFULLY OBTAINING ASSISTANCE. A person who 
commits any of the following acts or omissions is guilty of theft and shall be sentenced 
under secT<)r1609.752, subdivisiTn 3-, clauses (_1)_?o 

— : "__ ——— 
(1) obtains, or attempts to obtain, or aids or abets any person to obtain by means of a 

willfull_y false statement or representation, by intentional concealment of a any material 
fact, or by impersonation or other fraudulent device, assistance or the contiEed receipt 
of assistance, to include child care or vouchers produced according tosections 145 .891 to 
145 .897 and MinnesotaCare services according to sections 256.9351 to 256.966, to 
which theperson is not entitled or assistance greate_r than that to which theperson is en- 
titled; or who; 

(_22 knowingly aids or abets in buying or in any way disposing of the property of a 

recipient or applicant of assistance without the consent of the county agency with intent 
to defeat the purposes of sections 145.891 to 145.897, 256.12, 256.031 to 256.0361, 

' 256.72 to 256.871, and 256.9351 t2 256.966, child care, E MFIP—S, chapter 256B, 
256D, 256], or 256K, or all of these sectionsisguilt—ye£the£tandshallbesenteneedpur- 

The continued receipt of assistance to which the person is not entitled or greater than 
that to which the person is entitled as a result of any of the acts, failure to act, or conceal- 
Eeiirdescribtfi in this subdivision_sliall be dec:n1edToT<:Eo_mmumg _<§—ffer1—sc-as from the 
g1t_e that t_h_e £1 failure t_o a_c__tWc—u—rred. _ _ —_~— 

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.98, subdivision 4, is amended to read: 

Subd. 4. RECOVERY OF ASSISTANCE. The amount of assistance determined 
to have been incorrectly paid is recoverable from; 

(L) the recipient or the recipient’s estate by the county or the state as a debt due the 
county or the state or both in proportion to the eentsibutien of eael+.; Ed 

(_2) ar1_y person found to have taken independent action t_o establish eligibility f_o£ 
conspired with, Q aided :am_d abetted, fly recipient of public assistance found t_o_ have 
been incorrectly paid. 
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The obligations established under this subdivision shall E joint E several@ 
shalleTend to all cases involving client Efir as E as cases involving wrongfully ob: 
tained assistance. 

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.98, subdivision 8, is amended to read: 
Subd. 8. DISQUALIFICATION FROM PROGRAM. Any person found to be 

guilty of wrongfully obtaining assistance by a federal or state court or by an administra- 
tive hearing determination, or waiver thereof, through a disqualification consent agree- 
ment, or as part of any approved diversion plan under section 401.065, or any court-—or- 
dered stay which carries with it any probationary or other conditions, in tl1_eaTi_t5fa_rnil1'e_s 
with dependent children program, the Minnesota family assistance program—statewide, 
the food stamp program, the Mmnesdta family investment plan, child care program, the 
general assistance or family general assistance program, or the Mi—nr~1esT<E1~ supplemental 
aid program; or the work readiness program shall be disqu_alified from that program. The 
needs of that individual shall not be taken into consideration in determining the grant lev- 
el for that assistance unit: 

(1) for six months 313 year after the first offense; 
(2) for 1-2 months t_w_o years after the second offense; and 
(3) permanently after the third or subsequent offense. 
The period of program disqualification shall begin on the date stipulated on the ad- 

vance notice of disqualification without possibility of postponement for administrative 
stay or administrative hearing and shall continue through completion unless and until the 
findings upon which the sanctions were imposed are reversed by a court of competent 
jurisdiction. The period for which sanctions are imposed is not subject to review. The 
sanctions provided under this subdivision are in addition to,'and not in substitution for, 
any other sanctions that may be provided for by law for the offense involved. A disquali- 
fication established through hearing or waiver shall result in the disqualification period 
beginning immediately unless the person has become otherwise ineligible for assistance. 
If the person is ineligible for assistance, the disqualification period begins when the per- 
son again meets the eligibility criteria of the program from which they were disqualified 
£12 makes application f_or Elf program. 

See. 11. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.983, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. PROGRAMS ESTABLISHED. Within the limits of available ap- 
propriations, and to the extent required or authorized by applicable federal regulations, 
the commissioner of human services shall require the establishment maintenance of bud- 
get neutral fraud prevention investigation programs in the seven counties participatingin 
fife fraud prevention investigation pilot project established under this section; and in -1-} 
additional Minnesota counties with the largest aid to families with dependent ehildren 
progtani easeloads as of July -1-, 199-1. If funds are sufficient, the commissioner may also 
extend fraud prevention investigation programs to; 61-) other counties that la-aye welfare 
fraud eontrol programs already in place based on enhanced funding eontr-aets eoyesing 
the#audmyesfigafionfun%mntmdé9%mfiesthathwethehigestA£DGeaseloadsas 
o£July17l994;mdawnotwHenflypaifieipatmginthe&audp£wenfionmyesfigafion 
pilot project: Clllie pilot project may be expanded provided the expansion is budget neutral 
to the state. 
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Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.983, subdivision 4, is amended to 
, 

read: 

Subd. 4. FUNDING. (a)Everyinyolyedeeuntyageneysha11eitherhaveinplaeeer 
ebtainaaappreyed%nHaetwhiehmeemaH£ederflmqukemmm.m%$arymobtaine+ 

programs. County agency reimbursement shall be made through the settlement provi- 
sions applicable to the aid to families with dependent children and program, food stamp 
programs program, Minnesota family investment program—statewide, and medical assis- 
tance program Ed other federal and state—-funded programs. 

(b) After allowing an epportvanity to establish eemplianee; The commissioner will 
deny reimbursement maintain program compliance if for any three- 
rnerith three consecutive month period during any grant year, a county agency fails to 
comp1y—vWtT1 fraud prevention investigationprogram guidelines, or fails to meet the cost- 
effectiveness standards developed by the commissioner. This result is contingent on the 
commissioner providing written notice, including an offer of technical assistance, within 
30 days of the end of the third or subsequent month of noncompliance. The county 
agency shall be required to submit a corrective action plan to the commissioner within 30 
days of receipt of a notice of noncompliance. Failure to submit a corrective action plan or, 
continued deviation from standards of more than ten percent after submission of a correc- 
tive action plan, will result in denial of funding for each subsequent month during the 
grant year, or billing the county agency for fraud prevention investigation (FPI) service 
provided‘ by the commissioner, or reallocation of program grant funds, or investigative 
resources, or both, to other confiies. The denial of funding shall apply—to the general 
settlement r_eceivedby the county agency on a quarterly basis and shall not reduce the 
grant amount applicable to the FPI project. 

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.984, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. DECLARATION. Every application for public assistance under 
this chapter and/ or chapters 256B, 256D, 256K, MZFIP—S program, and food stamps un- 
—r:le—rchapter 393 shall be in writing or reduced to writing as prescribecTb_y the state agency 
and shall contain the following declaration which shall be signed by the applicant: 

“I declare under the penalties of perjury that this application has been ex- 
amined by me and to the best of my knowledge is a true and correct statement 
of every material point. I understand thata person convicted of perjury may be 
sentenced to imprisonment of not more than five years or to payment of a fine 
of not more than $10,000, or both.” 

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.986, is amended to read: 

256.986 COUNTY COORDINATION OF FRAUD CONTROL ACTIVITIES. 
(a) The county agency shall prepare and submit to the commissioner of human ser- 

vices by January -1: April 30 of each state fiscal year a plan to coordinate county duties 
related to the prevention, frnzestigatiomd prosecution of fraud in public assistance pro- 
grams. PlansmaybesubmittedenayeluntarybasisprierteJanuary'1;1996: Each 
county must submit its first annual plan prior to January -1; 1-9951 3_0, 
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(b) Within the limits of appropriations specifically made available for this purpose, 
the commissioner may make grants to counties submitting plans under paragraph (a) to 
implement coordination activities. 

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.9861, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. PROGRAM ESTABLISHED. Within the limits of available state 
and federal appropriations, and te the extent required or autherized by applieable federal 
regulatiens; the commissioner of human services shall make funding available to county 
agencies for the establishment of pregram integrity reinvestment initiatiyes: flihe prejeet 
shall be limited to these eeunty ageneies partieipating in federally funded ep- 
tienal fraud eenttel programs as of January 4; -1-995 fraud control efforts and require the 
maintenance o_f county efforts fll financial contrib1@tl1_at were placeduring fiscal 
year 1996. 

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.9861, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. COUNTY PROPOSALS. Each included county shall develop and submit 
annual funding, staffing, and operating grant proposals to the commissioner no later than 
April 30 of each year for the purpose of allocating federal and state funding and appropri- 
ations. Per the first yea; ealy, the prepesal shall be submitted he later than -Ge- 
teber 307 Each proposal shall provide information on: 

(1) the staffing and funding of the fraud investigation and prosecution operations; 

(2) job descriptions for agency fraud control staff; 

(3) contracts covering outside investigative agencies; 

(4) operational methods to integrate the use of fraud prevention investigation tech- 
niques; and 

(5) implementation _2g1_d utilization o_f administrative disqualification hearings and 
diversions irate b_y the existing county fraud control and prosecution procedures. 

Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.9861, subdivision 4, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 4. STANDARDS. The commissioner shall, after consultation with the in- 
volved counties, establish standards governing the levels 5f—i§ay_5—lx@ 
county investigative units based on grant agreements negetiated with the inyelved 
county agencies. The standards shall take into consideration and may include investiga~ 
tive caseloads, grant savings levels, the comparison of fraud prevention and prosecution 
directed investigations, utilization levels of administrative disqualification hearings, the 
timely reporting and implementation of disqualifications, and the timeliness of the sub— 

o_f reports reeeiyed from _— -- 
Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256.9861, subdivision 5, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 5. FUNDING. (a)Grantfundsareintehdedtehelpeffsettheieduetieninfed- 
aalfinaneialpa¥deipafiente50paeemandmaybeappesdmedmthepaHieipathig 
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. 

I E.”,and .].the .. ,i. .’¥9 1. this 

goak State funding shall be made available contingent on counties submitting a plan that 
is approved by the department of human services. Failure or delay in obtaining that ap- 
proval shall not, however, eliminate the obligation to maintain fraud control efforts at the 
Januar-ylj-L995 June 30, 1996, level. Additionaleountiesmaybeaeleledtotheprojeetto 

fllfedaalmqunemenmnewwarymobtainfederflfundmgforfiswelfarefiaudmnuol 
and prevention programs: County agency reimbursement shall be made through the 
settlement provisions applicable to the AFDC and, MFIP—S, food stamp, girl medical ag 
sistance programs. 

(b) Should a county agency fail to comply with the standards set, or fail to meet cost- 
effectiveness standards developed by the commissioner for three months during any 
grant year any three—month period, the commissioner shall deny reimbursement or ad- 
ministrativT:osts, after allowing an opportunity to establish compliance. 

(c) Any denial of reimbursement under paragraph (b) is contingent on the commis- 
sioner providing written notice, including an offer of technical assistance, within 30 days 
of the end of the third or subsequent months of noncompliance. The county agency shall 
be required to submit a corrective action plan to the commissioner within 30 days of re- 
ceipt of a notice of noncompliance. Failure to submit a corrective action plan or contin- 
ued deviation from standards of more than ten percent after submission of corrective ac- 
tion plan, will result in denial of funding for each such month during the grant year, or 
billing of the county agency for program integrity reinvestment project services provided 
by the Emmissioner or reallocation of grant funds to other counties. The denial of fund- 
ing shall apply to the_general settlefn_ent received by the county agency on a quarterly 
basis and shall not reduce the grant amount applicable to the program integrity reinvest- 
ment project. 

See. 19. [256.9863] ASSISTANCE TRANSACTION CARD; PRESUMPTION 
OF RECEIPT OF BENEFITS. 

Any person in whose name an assistance transaction card has been issued shall be 
presumed to have—received the benefit of all transactions i?I(_)-lxfigfiat card. rm»; 
surnption a—p_p_li§_in all situations unlesswthe-card in question has been E1-forted lo—st-drsto: 
len by the cardhofief This ’presumptior7na3We_overcomeby 'a_p—r_eponderan$o_f SE 
de—r1Ee_in—dicatir1g that the-ard was neitherglby nor with thecdnsent of the cardlidldef 
Overcoming this}§esEnpfi3nTmes not cre—at—e_ aFy'11€wF aTitiona1 pa—y_ni51t obligation 
not otherwise—e§tablished in law,_rul§or regumiorw 

Sec. 20. [256.9864] REPORTS BY RECIPIENT. 
(a) An assistance unit with a recent work history or with earned income shall report 

monthlytdthe county 2?er1c—y3riincome—reeeived and-5tFeTcircumstances affcfiing eli- 
gibility or—a§stance amounts.—A_l1 other assistanceflufits shall report on income and oth—er 
circumstances affecting eligibility and assistance_a7no_u-nt—s, as specified by The 1755 
agency. 

__ _ _ —- 
(b) An assistance unit required to submit a report on the form designated by the com- 

missioner and within ten days of the due date or the date of the significant change, which- 
ever is latefir otherwise report sign-iFc2E:h—anges which would affect eligibility or as- 
s-istln_ce amonnts, considered to hag continued application f_or assistance effeaii/76 
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the date the required report is received by the county agency, if a complete report is re— 
c_eive(Twithin a calendar month in whicha§stance was received, except that no 5557; 
tance shall be paid for the periodfieginning with the e'nTof the month in whE:FtEreport 
was d'f1e7a—nd_eT1-<i"1'nETvfi the date the reporTvas_re<?eF/Q Eth_e county agenfi 

__’_ 

Sec. 21. [256.9865] RECOVERY OF OVERPAYMENTS AND ATM ER- 
RORS. 

Subdivision 1. OBLIGATION TO RECOVER. If an amount of MFIP—S assis- 
tance is paid to a recipient in excess of the payment dueTiTsha11 be re_coverable l)_y_*tl'1'e 
count37agficyTThis recovery authoriE zfl—so extends toEee>Eis—ti?1g_clairns or newfi 61; 
covered claims %Tablished under the AFTC program—in effect on January_1_, 1997. 1% 
agency shall give written notice to_the recipient of its Etentionlo recover We overpaT 
ment. CE1_1ty—a§_ency efforts andfirizmcial contributfins shall be_maintained_at the level 
'2 @ _d.“__r3n8 E 2953 E3 _—— __—_ 

Subd. 2. RECOUPMENT. When an overpayment occurs, the county agency shall 
recover thedverpayment from a current recipient by reducing theamount of aid payzfie 
to the asgstance unit of which the recipient is a me—mber for or? or more monthly assis- 
Encepayments until the overpayment is repfirl. All counE:1g—e‘n<fefin~H1e state sh:E1rT 
duce the assistan5epa37nent by three percent of the assistance unit’s staEeu*_rl—3%dE 

cases and ten percer—1t_ where fraud h2§<><:—curred. For recipients receivTn§;tTeT{e_- 
fits via electronic—ben—efits transfer, if the ovfiaayment is afisult of an automated teller 
machhie (ATM) dispensing funds i1Tc:—m)r to the recipient, the agatfi may recover the MM error by immediately withdrawing fdnfifrom the re_c-i_pient’s e1~eEonic benefit 
liar-rficgaccount, up to the amount of the error. ln cases—vvhere there is both an overpay- 
ment and underpa_y—m_en—tThe courityaéerrcy shall offset one against t_lleWheTn—&r_<E 
ing flepayment. 

— —_ —_ —~ "O 

Subd. VOLUNTARY REPAYMENTS. Overpayments may also be voluntarily 
repaid, in part or in #1, by the individual, in addition to the aid re-dTti(E 1? subdivision 
2, to inJude_f1Etl1_er volunfy reductions_in the grar1—t‘l¢e7el’a‘greed to in v_vriting by HE 
iicfiziduat _llr_l£i_l th_g git amount gr t_h_e ovafiment g§ repaid. 

“ ” ‘“ ”“ 

Subd. 4. CLOSED CASE RECOVERIES. The county agency shall make reason- 
able efforts_to recover overpayments to persons ‘IE-longer on assistance according to 
s$dards addpted by rule by the comrdissioner ofiuman seWices. The county agenc_y @ not attempt toieceverfi/fiayments of less man $35 paid to an individual no longer 
on assistance unless th_e individual Es beencohvicted o_f fraud under section 256.98. 

Sec. 22. [2563866] COMMUNITY SERVICE AS A COUNTY OBLIGATICDN. 
Community service shall be an acceptable sentencing option but shall not reduce the 

state or federal share Q £1}: amount to be repaid Q E subsequent recovery. Any reduc- 
tion or offset o_f a_r_1_y such amount ordered b_y a court shall be treated a_s follows: 

(_1) any reduction an overpayment amount, to include th_e amount ordered as resti- 
tution, shall n_ot reduce the underlying amount established as an overpayment b_y Q13 s_t_?£e 
o_r county agency; 

Q total overpayments shall continue § a debt owed and may E recovered _b_y any 
civil E administrative means otherwise available 9 th_e state 3 county agency; Ed 
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(3) any amount ordered to be offset against any overpayment shall be deducted from 
the county share only of any recovery and shall be—l)_ased on the prevailing state minimum 
wage. To the extent that any deduction is in factmade against any state or county share, it 
shall be reimbursed from the county share_ofEyments to be m_zW:—under_section 256.0257 

Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 256D.09, subdivision 6, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 6. RECOVERY OF OVERPAYMENTS. (a) If an amount of general assis- 
tance or family general assistance is paid to a recipient in excess of the payment due, it 
shall be recoverable by the county agency. The agency shall give written notice to the 
recipient of its intention to recover the overpayment. 

(b) When an overpayment occurs, the county agency shall recover the overpayment 
from a current recipient by reducing the amount of aid payable to the assistance unit of 
which the recipient is a member, for one or more monthly assistance payments, until the 
overpayment is repaid. All county agencies in the state shall reduce the assistance pay- 
ment by three percent of the assistance unit’s standard of need nonfraud cases a_n_d t_en 
percent where fraud Es occurred, or the amount of the monthly payment, whichever is 
less, for all overpayments; whether er not the overpayment is dueselely te agency errea 
Qlaeameumefthiswduefienmtenpemeagiftheeverpaymemgdueselelymhaving 

(-19 a eourt erder—; , 

Q23the£mdmge£anaémmistmfive£rauddisqualifieadenhearmgerthewaWere£ 
such a hearing: or- 

(c) In cases when there is both an overpayment and underpayment, the county 
agency shall offset one against the other in correcting the payment. 

(d) Overpayments may also be voluntarily repaid, in part or in full, by the individual, 
in addition to the aid reductions provided in this subdivision, to include further voluntary 
reductions in the grant level agreed to in writing by the individual, until the total amount 
of the overpafinent is re.pa—id. 

_ — _ —_ 
(e) The county agency shall make reasonable efforts to recover overpayments to 

persons no longer on assistance under standards adopted in rule by the commissioner of 
human services. The county agency need not attempt to recover overpayments of less 
than $35 paid to an individual no longer on assistance if the individual does not receive 
assistance again within three years, unless the individual has been convicted of violating 
section 256.98. 

Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 27OA.03, subdivision 5, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 5. DEBT. “Debt” means a legal obligation of a natural person to pay a fixed 
and certain amount of money, which equals or exceeds $25 and which is due and payable 
to a claimant agency. The term includes criminal fines imposed under section 609.10 or 
609.125 and restitution. A debt may arise under a contractual or statutory obligation, a 
court order, or other legal obligation, but need not have been reduced to judgment. 
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A debt does not include includes any legal obligation of a current recipient of assis- 
tance which is based on overpayment of an assistance grant where flat payment bfl on a client waiver or an administrative or judicial finding of an intentional program v.iola- 
tion; or where the asbt is owed to a program wherein the debtor is not a client at the time 
-rT<Tficati‘c>.11~i§ p‘r_6v_i<Ed_to initiaha recovery under this_chapter and tTdet>Ts—r1c—)ta_51§- 
rent recipienT of food stamps, transitional child 37;, gr transiti_—or1a1—medical_a1s_.sTs,t—a1E 

A debt does not include any legal obligation to pay a claimant agency for medical 
care, including hospitalization if the income of the debtor at the time when the medical 
care was rendered does not exceed the following amount: 

(1) for an unmarried debtor, an income of $6,400 or less; 

(2) for a debtor with one dependent, an income of $8,200 or less; 

(3) for a debtor with two dependents, an income of $9,700 or less; 
(4) for a debtor with three dependents, an income of $11,000 or less; 

(5) for a debtor with four dependents, an income of $11,600 or less; a11d 

(6) for a debtor with five or more dependents, an income of $12,100 or less. 
The income amounts in this subdivision shall be adjusted for inflation for debts in- 

curred in calendar years 1991 and thereafter. The dollar amount of each income level that 
applied to debts incurred in the prior year shall be increased in the same manner as pro- 
vided in section 290.06, subdivision 2d, for the expansion of the tax rate brackets. 

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 388.23, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 
Subdivision 1. AUTHORITY. The county attorney, or any deputy or assistant 

county attorney-whom the county attorney authorizes in writing, has the authority to sub- 
poena and require the production of any records of telephone companies, cellular phone 
companies, paging companies, electric companies, gas companies, water utilities, chem- 
ical suppliers, hotels and motels, pawn shops, airlines, buses, taxis, and other entities en- 
gaged in the business of transporting people, and freight companies, warehousing com- 
panies, self—service storage facilities, package delivery companies, and other entities en- 
gaged in the businesses of transport, storage, or delivery, and records of the existence of 
safe deposit box account numbers and customer savings and checking account numbers 
maintained by financial institutions and safe deposit companies, insurance records relat- 
ing to the monetary payment or settlement of claims, and wage and employment records 
of an applicant or recipient of public assistance who is the subject of a welfare fraud in- 
vestigation relating to eligibility information for public assistance programs. Subpoenas 
may only be issued for records that are relevant to an ongoing legitimate law enforcement 
investigation. Administrative subpoenas may only be issued in welfare fraud cases if 
there is probable cause to believe a crime has been -committed. This provision applies 
only to the records of business entities and does not extend to private individuals or their 
dwellings. Subpeenasmayenlybesewedbypeaeeeffieersasdefinedbysecfienézéafig 
subdivision -1-, paragraph {9} 

Sec. 26. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 393.07, subdivision 10, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 10. FEDERAL FOOD STAMP PROGRAM AND THE MATERNAL AND CHILD NUTRITION ACT. (a) The local social services agency shall establish 
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and administer the food stamp program pursuant according to rules of the commissioner 
of human services, the supervision of the commissioner as specified in section 256.01, 
and all federal laws and regulations. The commissioner of human services shall monitor 
food stamp program delivery on an ongoing basis to ensure that each county complies 
with federal laws and regulations. Program requirements to be monitored include, but are 
not limited to, number of applications, number of approvals, number of cases pending, 
length of time required to process each application and deliver benefits, number of appli- 
cants eligible for expedited issuance,.length of time required to process and deliver expe- 
dited issuance, number of terminations and reasons for terminations, client profiles by 
age, household composition and income level and sources, and the use of phone certifica- 
tion and home visits. The commissioner shall determine the county—by—county and state- 
wide participation rate. 

(b) On July 1 of each year, the commissioner of human services shall determine a 
statewide and county—by~county food stamp program participation rate. The commis- 
sioner may designate a different agency to administer the food stamp program in a county 
if the agency administering the program fails to increase the food stamp program partici- 
pation rate among families or eligible individuals, or comply with all federal laws and 
regulations governing the food stamp program. The commissioner shall review agency 
performance annually to determine compliance with this paragraph. 

(c)«A person who commits any of the following acts has violated section 256.98 or 
609.821, or both, and is subject to both the criminal and civil penalties provided under 
those sections: 

(1) obtains or attempts to obtain, or aids or abets any person to obtain by means of a 

willfally false willful statement or representat-ien misrepresentation, or intentional con- 
ceahnent of a material fact, food stamps or vouchers issued according to sections 145 .891 
to 145.897 to which the person is not entitled or in an amount greater than that to which 
that person is entitled or which specify nutritional supplements to which that person is not 
entitled; or 

(2) presents or causes to be presented, coupons g vouchers issued according t_o s_eE 
tions 145.891 to 145.897 for payment or redemption knowing them to have been re- 
ceived, transferred or used in a manner contrary to existing state or federal law; gr 

(3) willfully uses, possesses, or transfers food stamp coupons er, authorization to 
purchase cards pr vouchers issued according t_o sections 145 .891 tp 145.897 in any man- 
ner contrary to existing state or federal law, rules, or regulations; or 

(4) buys or sells food stamp coupons, authorization to purchase cards er, other assis- 
tance transaction devices, vouchers issued according to sections 145.891 to-145.897, or 
any food obtained through the redemption of vouchers issued according to section_s 
T413361‘ t_o 145.897 for cash_cFconsideration_other than eligible food.

“ 

(d) A peace officer or welfare fraud investigator may confiscate food stamps, autho- 
rization to purchase cards, or other assistance transaction devices found in the possession 
of any person who is neither a recipient of the food stamp program nor otherwise autho- 
rized to possess and use such materials. Confiscated property shall be disposed of as the 
commissioner may direct and consistent with state and federal food stamp law. The con- 
fiscated property must be retained for a period of not less than 30 days to allow any af- 
fected person to appeal the confiscation under section 256.045. 
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(e) Food stamp overpayment claims which are due in whole or in part to client error 
shall be established by the county agency for a period of six years from the date of any 
resultant overpayment. 

(fr) With regard to the federal tax revenue offset program only, recovery incentives 
authorized by the federal food and consumer service shall be retained at the rate of 50 
percent by the state agency and 50 percent by the certifying county agency. 

(g) A peace officer, welfare fraud investigator, federal law enforcement official, or 
the commissioner of health may confiscate vouchers found inthe possession of fly pef: 51 who is neither Esued voiiflers under sections 145.891 to_14—5.897, nor otherwisefifi 
Edrifidtb possess and use such vouchers. Confiscated prcfyerty shall bedisposed ()fTs 
the commissioner offia-altifnfi direct and consistent with state andfiieral law. T'he.r:_orT 
fiscated property must be retained for a period o_f Qt l_e§ thfl §(_)_ % ' 

Sec. 27. FUNDING AVAILABILITY. 
Unexpended funds appropriated for the provision of program integrity activities for 

fiscal year 1998 will-also be available-t_<)_tl1—e commissioner to fund fraud prevention and 
contro—1—i—fiitEE7esa_r1<1—d'5IEt cancel bu? a~r-e_ available to the—<:_o—rE'n‘is—si—or1~er for these pfi: 
poses for fiscal yezTr"1-999:_I7nexpendeEl Eds may beTrzm—sferred between £113 fraud 1?; 
vention_investig_ati5n program and fraud controTpr3_grams to promote the Tovisiongf 
sections 256.983 an_d 256.9861.“ 

‘ _ ‘ 
Sec. 28. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

1 *2 £7. 352 BEBE J_“lY_ L 19.9.1 
Presented to the governor April 29, 1997 

Signed by the governor April 30, 1997, 2:12 p.m. 

CHAPTER 86——H.F.N0. 209 
An act relating to human services; changing provisions for placement of children; amending 

Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 25 7.071, subdivisions Ia and 7; 257. 072, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 
and 9; 259.29; 259.57, subdivision 2; 259. 77; 260.181, subdivision 3; and 260.191, subdivision .1 a. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 257.071, subdivision la, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 1a. BRO’-IIEGIIIIQN GE HERIIPAGE OR BACKGROUND PLACE- MENT DECISIONS BASED ON BEST INTEREST OF THE CHILD. ’-Phe authe- 
r-ized ehild—p1aeingageney shaH—C§5 The policy of the state—<7f Minnesota is to ensure that 
the child’s best interests are met raee 
or ethnic heritage in making a family foster care placement: requiring E individualized determination o_f the needs of th_e child E _of hiw th_e selected placement serve Q13 
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