
LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 

CHAPTER 62-—-H.F.N0. 949 
An act relating to the environment; making manufacturers of electric relays or other electrical 

devices responsible for the waste management costs of these devices; amendingMinnesota Statutes 
1996, sections 115A.932, subdivision 1; and 116.92, subdivision 3, and by adding a subdivision. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 115A.932, subdivision 1, is amended to 

read: 

Subdivision 1. PROHIBITIONS. (a) A person may not place mercury or a thermo- 
stat, thermometer, electric switch, appliance, er medical or scientific instrument, or elec- E relay o_r other electrical device from which the mercury has not been removed for re~ 
use or recycling: 

(1) in solid waste; or 

(2) in a wastewater disposal system. 

(b) A person may not knowingly place mercury or a thermostat, thermometer, elec- 
tric switch, appliance, or medical or scientific instrument, g electric relay o_r other 91: 
trical device from which the mercury has not been removed for reuse or recycling: 

(1) in a solid waste processing facility; or 

(2) in a solid waste disposal facility, as defined in section 115.01, subdivision 4. 

(c) A person may not knowingly place a fluorescent or high intensity discharge 
lamp: 

(1) in solid waste; or 

(2) in a solid waste facility, except a household hazardous waste collection or recycl- 
ing facility. 

This paragraph does not apply to waste lamps generated by households until August 
1, 1994. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 116.92, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 
Subd. 3. LABELING; PRODUCTS CONTAINING MERCURY. A manufac- 

turer or wholesaler may not sell and a retailer may not knowingly sell any of the following 
items in this state that contain mercury unless the item is labeled in a manner to clearly 
inform a purchaser or consumer that mercury is present in the item and that the item may 
not be placed in the garbage until the mercury is removed and reused, recycled, or other- 
wise managed to ensure that it does not become part of solid waste or wastewater: 

(1) a thermostat or thermometer; 

(2) an electric switch, individually or as part of another product, other than a motor 
vehicle; 

(3) an appliance; and 

(4) a medical or scientific instrument, aid 
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~ 

(i) an electric relay E other electrical device. 
Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 116.92, is amended by adding a subdivi- 

sion to read: 

Subd. :5_a_. DISPLACEMENT RELAYS. Q12 A manufacturer o_f _a displacement 
relay that contains mercury is responsible for the costs o_f collecting and managing its dis- 
placement relays tp ensure that me relays Q nit become pa_rtgg1_e solid waste stream.

~

~ 

~~

~ 
(b) A manufacturer of _a displacement relay that contains mercury shall, in addition 

to the—K:<i1irements of sulfdivision 3, provide inc_e-natives for, and sufficient in—forrnation 
Efirchasers and cdffsumers of the}_elay to ensure that th<§lay—does not become part of 
t—h_e waste strear_n-._A manufactuTe—r-that has?omplied with this subd—ivi-sioh is not liafwfdr 
Eproper disposallgy purchasers E consumers pf relfi _—_ '-

~

~ 

~~ 

(c) A manufacturer subject to this subdivision, or gr organization o_f such manufac- 
~~ 

turers—aricl its officers, members,—er—r-1_p7loyees, and agents, may participatefinojects or 
1W)"g_ra'n§t_o- collect and properly manage wafidisplacefifefit relays. Any‘ person wlfi 
participatesdn such aproject or program is immune from liability under file law rela-ti_n—g 
to antitrust, reslrafit of trade, unfair trade_practices,_aKd—other regulatiormiftrafdte or com- 
fierce for activities rglated to the collection Ed man_a_g-ement o_f tl1_e relays_under this sub- 
division. 

~~ 

~~~

~ 
(d) For the purposes of this subdivision, a “displacement relay” means an electric 

flow Edntfi dalice having_one—<)r more poles that contain metallic mercury anfi plunger 
Wlfch, when energized by a magnetic field, moves into a pool of mercury, displacing the 
mercury sufficiently t_oT:?e_ate a closed electrical 

ci—rc—11iE_——_ — 
Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Section § effective 1ul_y L 1998. 

~~

~ 

~~ Presented to the governor April 24, 1997 

Signed by the governor April 28, 1997, 10:46 a.m.

~ 

CHAPTER 63—H.F.N0. 1301 

An act relating to local government; defining the departments classified service under a 
merged Saint Paul and Ramsey county department of public health; amending Minnesota Statutes 
1996, section 383A288, subdivisions 3 and 4. 

~~ BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

~ 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 383A.288, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. ELIGIBILITY FOR COMPETITIVE OPEN EXAMINATIONS. (a) 
Competitive open examinations shall, upon public notice, be open to all applicants who 
meet reasonable job related requirements fixed by the personnel department.

~ 

~~ 
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