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The Minneapolis school board may, by resolution, include a plan for an orderly tran- 
sition to a new election schedule. 

Presented to the governor May 12, 1997 
Signed by the governor May 15, 1997, 8:35 a.m. 

CHAPTER 145——S.F.No. 703 
An act relating to elections; allowing mail balloting in certain elections in additional cities and 

towns; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.45, subdivision 1. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.45, subdivision 1, is amended to 

read: 

Subdivision 1. AUTHORIZATION. Any statutory or heme rule charter eit-y or 
tewnA municipality having fewer than 400 registered voters on June 1 of an election year 
and not located in a metropolitan county as defined by section 473.121 may provide bal- 
loting by mail at any city municipal, county, or state election with no polling place other 
than the office of the auditor or clerk or other locations designated by the auditor or clerk. 
The governing body may apply to the—county auditor for permissio_n_ to conduct balloting 
by mail. The county board may provide for balloting by mail in unorganized territory. 
The governing body of any municipality may designate for mail balloting any precinct 
raving fewer t_hE?9_re§§:ered voters, s11—l>jectto_ t_l_lE apfi)v_al"§_f Ere counW11i'di-t'E_ 

Voted ballots may be returned person tg fly location designated b_y th_e county 
auditor or municipfclerk. 

Presented to the governor May 12, 1997 
Signed by the governor May 13, 1997, 10:30 a.m. 

CHAPTER 146-—S.F.N0. 868 
VETOED 

CHAPTER 147-S.F.No. 72 
An act relating to elections; changing and clarifying provisions of the Minnesota election law; 

amendingMinnesota Statutes J 996, sections 200. 031; 201.061, subdivision 1; 201.071, subdivision 
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1; 201.081; 201.12, subdivision 2; 201.121, subdivision 1; 201.13, subdivisions 1 and 2; 201.15; 
201.171; 203B. 01, by adding a subdivision; 203B. 03, subdivision 1; 203B. 04, subdivision 1; 
203B.06, subdivision 3; 203B. 08, subdivision 1; 203B.11, subdivision 1, and by adding a subdivi- 
sion; 203B.12, subdivision 2, and by adding a subdivision; 203B.13, subdivisions 1 and 2; 203B.16, 
by adding a subdivision; 203B.19; 204B. 06, by adding a subdivision; 204B.146; 204B.15; 204B.16, 
subdivisions 1a and 3; 204B.22, subdivision 1; 204B.23; 204B.27, by adding a subdivision; 
204B.31,‘ 204B.36, subdivision 2; 204C. 08, by adding a subdivision; 204C.15, subdivision 1; 
204C.31, subdivision 2; 204C.32,' 204C.33, subdivision 1; 205.10, subdivision 3; 205.13, subdivi- 

sion 1; 205.1 7, by adding a subdivision; 20511.05, subdivision 1; 205A.08, by adding a subdivision; 
206.55; 206.56, subdivisions 1, 3, 5, 8, and 9; 206.57; 206.58; 206.59; 206.61, subdivisions 1, 3, and 
5; 206.62; 206. 64, subdivision 1; 206.66; 206.80; 206.81; 206.83; 206.84, subdivisions 3, 6, and 7; 
206.86, subdivisions 1 and 2,‘ 206.90, subdivisions 4 and 6; 207A.03, subdivision 2; 211B.14; 
367.03, subdivision 1; 367.25, subdivision 1,‘ 387.01; 388.01; and 626.846, subdivision 6; propos- 
ing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 201; 203B,‘ and 204B; repealingMinnesota 
Statutes 1996, sections 204D.15, subdivision 2; 206.065; 206.56, subdivisions 4, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
and 15; 206.60; 206.61, subdivisions 2, 6, 7, and 8; 206.63; 206.64, subdivision 2; 206.68; 206.685; 
206.69; 206. 70; 206. 71; 206.72; 206. 73; 206.74; 206.75; 206.76; 206. 77; 206.84, subdivisions 2, 4, 

and 5; and 211B.11, subdivision 2. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 'I'HE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 200.031, is amended to read: 

200.031 DETERMINATION OF RESIDENCE. 
Residence shall be determined in accordance with the following principles, so far as 

they may be applicable to the facts of the case: 

(a) The residence of an individual is in the precinct where the individual’s home is 
located, from which the individual has no present intention of moving, and to which, 
whenever the individual is absent, the individual intends to return; 

(b) An individual does not lose residence if the individual leaves home to live tem- 
porarily in another state or precinct; 

(c) An individual does not acquire a residence in any precinct of this state if the indi- 
vidual is living there only temporarily, without the intention of making that precinct 
home; 

((1) If an individual goes into another state or precinct with the intention of making it 
home or files an affidavit of residence there for election purposes, the individual loses 
residence in the former precinct; 

(e) If an individual moves to another state with the intention of living there for an 
indefinite period, the individual loses residence in this state, notwithstanding any inten- 
tion to return at some indefinite future time; 

(t) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an individual’s residence is located 
in the precinct where the individual’s family lives, unless the individual ’s family is living 
in that precinct only temporarily; 

(g) If an individual’s family lives in one precinct and the individual lives or does 
business in another, the individual’s residence is located in the precinct where the indi- 
vidual’s family lives, unless the individual establishes a home in the other precinct and 
intends to remain there, with or without the individual’s family; 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeout-

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



915 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 147 

(h) The residence of a single individual is in the precinct where the individual lives 
and usually sleeps; 

(i) The mere intention to acquire a new residence, is not sufficient to acquire a new 
residence, unless the individual moves to that location; moving to a new location is not 
sufficient to acquire a new residence unless the individual intends to remain there; 

(j) The residence of an individual who is working temporarily in any precinct of this 
state is in the precinct where the individual’s permanent home is located; 

(k) The residence of an individual who is living permanently in a soldiers’ home or 
nursing home is in the precinct where the home is located. 

Q) lfan individual ’s home in more than one precinct g political subdivision, th_e 
residence g fie individual the precinct which a majority o_f the room which th_e 
individual usually sleeps located.

‘ 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.061, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. PRIOR TO ELECTION DAY. At any time except during the 20 
days immediately preceding any election, an eligible voter or any individual who will be 
an eligible voter at the time of the next election may register to vote in the precinct m 
which the voter maintains residence by completing a registration card and submitting it in 
person or by mail to the county auditor of that county or to the secretary of state’s office.A 
registration that is received no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 21st day preceding any election 
shall be accepted. An improperly addressed or delivered registration card shall be for- 
warded within two working days after receipt to the county auditor of the county where 
the voter maintains residence. A state or local agency or an individual that accepts com- 
pleted voter registration cards frofi'a—\/FteTr‘11—1st submitthecompleted (Wis to the secre- 
ta_ry o_f gate E Q13 appropriateccfiity auditofwithin te_nTfi afte_rt13e_ girls a_r_e@§ by the voter. 

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.071, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 
Subdivision 1. FORM. A registration card must be of suitable size and weight for 

mailing and contain spaces for the following required information: voter’s first name, 
middle name, and last name; voter’s previous name, if any; voter’s current address; vot- 
er’s previous address, if any; voter’s date of birth; voter ’s municipality and county of resi- 
dence; voter’s telephone number, if provided by the voter; date of registration; and vot- 
er’s signature. The card must alsdcfintain the eertii"-ythat {will 
beatleastlgyearse1deneleetiendayandamaeitizeneftheUnitedStates;thatIresideat 
theaddressshewnandwillhaveresidedinMinneseta£er20da-ysimmediatelypreeeding 
eleetiendayfitndthatlamnetunderguardianshipefitheperserghavenetbeenfeundbya 
eeurttebelegallyineempetenttevete;andhavenetl9eeneenvietede£a£elenywitlieut 
havmgmyewflfighmresmred-Iundersmndthatgwmgfalseinfermafiontepmeurea 
wgiskafienisafebnypmishablebynmmemthanfiveyeamnnpfisemnentandaimeef 
net more than $-1=0;900; or bath o_f votg eligibility. 

The form of the voter registration card E the certification o_f voter eligibility must be as provided in the rules of the secretary of state. Voter registration forms authorized by 
tl1_e National Voter Registration E may also E accepted § valid. 
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Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.081, is amended to read: 

201.081 REGISTRATION FILES. 
The statewide registration system is the official record of registered voters. The vot- 

er registration cards and the terminal providing access to the statewide registration sys- 
tem must be under the control of the county auditor or the public official to whom the 
county auditor has delegated the responsibility for maintaining voter registration re- 
cords. The voter registration cards and terminals providing access to the statewide regis- 
tration system must not be removed from the control of the county auditor except as pro- 
vided in this subdivision. The county auditor may make photographic copies of voter reg- 
istration cards in the manner provided by section 138.17. 

A properly completed voter registration card that has been submitted to the secre- 
tary 0? state or a county auditor must be maintaihal Wlrjegary of state Jfthecounty 
a1YdiEr§1tle._21st 22 months aft_¢fi1e—date that the Efiffifiauon on th—e_card is erfired into 
the databa"s?5% statewide r?—gistration syst-er? The secretary of state_()?$e countyaut 
Wor may dispose of me cards a_ft_e_r_ retention f(£2_2_months T&—man—r1'«aTr_)rovidedb—_y 

sectioTK58.17. _> 

See. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.12, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

Subd. 2. CHALLENGES. Upon return of the notice by the postal service, the 
county auditor or the auditor’s staff shall personally ascertain the name and address of 
that individual. If the individual is no longer at the address recorded in the statewide reg- 
istration system, the county auditor shall change the registrant’s status to “challenged” in 
the statewide registration system. An individual challenged in accordance with this sub- 
division shall comply with the provisions of section 204C.12, before being allowed to 
vote. If a second notice mailed at least 60 days after the return of the first notice is also 
returned by the postal service, the county auditor may remove the registration earel from 
the file and slill change the registrant’s status to “inactive” in the statewide registration 
system. 

See. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.121, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. ENTRY OF REGISTRATION INFORMATION. Upon receiv- 
ing a voter registration card properly completed and submitted in accordance with sec- 
tions 201.061 and 201.071, the county auditor shall enter in the appropriate registration 
files and hr the statewide registration system the registtation eard or: the information con- 
tained on it. Voter registration cards completed before election day must be entered into 
the statewide registration system within ten days after they ha\7eb<§rfs1Tb_mitted toThe 
Einty auditor. 

—— __ ——- —_ _— _— _— 
Upon receiving a completed voter registration card or form, the secretary of state 

may electronically transmit the information on the card or form to the appropriate county 
auditor as soon as possible for review by the county auditor before final entry into the 
statewide registration system. The secretary of state shall may mail the registration card 
or form to the county auditor tot plaeement in the files. 

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.13, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH, REPORTS OF DECEASED 
RESIDENTS. The commissioner of health shall report monthly to the secretary of state 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeoute

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



917 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 147 

the name, address, date of birth, and county of residence of each individual 18 years of 
age or older who has died while maintaining residence in Minnesota since the last pre- 
vious report. The secretary of state shall determine if any of the persons listed in the report 
are registered to vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for each county auditor. 
Within 60 days after receiving the list from the secretary of state, the county auditor shall 
change the status of those registrants to “deceased” in the statewide registration system 
and;emove£romther"-ilestheregistratioaeardsofthevotersreportedtohedeeeased. 

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.13, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 
Subd. 2. ¥03l1ER CARD R«EMO¥AJ= FOR DECEASED 

NONRESIDENTS. The eounty auditornaay remove tromthefilesthevoterregistratioa 
eards of voters who have died outside of the eoaatyg After receiving notice of death: of a 
voter who has died outside the county, the county auditor shall change the voter ’s statusto 
“deceased.” Notice must be in the form of a printed obituary or a written statement signed 
by a registered voter of the county. The eoonty auditor: shall also make the appropriate 
ehanges-inthe elatabaseotthe statewideregisttationsystem whenvotetregistrationeatds 
are removed treat the 

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.15, is amended to read: 
201.15 DISTRICT JUDGE, REPORT GUARDIANSHIPS AND COMMIT- 

MENTS. 
Subdivision 1. GUARDIANSHIPS, INCOMPETENTS AND PSYCHO- 

PATHS. The state court administrator in eaeh eouaty shall report monthly to the eourrt-y 
auditor secreta_rW)f state the name aad, address, and date of birth of each individual 18 
years of age or overfwfii maintains residence irffial eTntTy' asTwho; during the month 
preceding the date of the report: 

(a) was placed under a guardianship of the person; 

(b) was adjudged legally incompetent by reason of mental illness, mental-deficien- 
cy, or inebriation; or 

(c) was adjudged a sexually dangerous person or a person with a sexual psychopath- 
ic personality. 

The court administrator shall also report the same information for each individual 
transferred to the jurisdictionof the court who meets a condition specified in clause (a), 
(b), or (c). Upon reeeiptotthe report; the eouatyauditorshalldetesminewhether anym- 
dividual named in the report is registered to vote The secretary of state shall determine if 
any of the persons in the report is registered to voteand shall prepaufeafisjf those regis—— EEK fo—r the counS7 Hiitor. Th_e county aucl—it?sl1_z1—ll—cE1—r1'ge the statu§rl_tl1<Treco1'd in 
th—e§tam—Vvide registration system of any individual named in the report to indicate that the 
individual is not eligible to reregister or vote. 

Subd. 2. RESTORATION TO CAPACITY. The distpiet judge in-eaeh eoanty state 
court administrator shall report monthly to the eounty auditor secretary of state the £55 
and, address, and date of birth of each individual transferred from guardiafrsmto conser- 
vatorship or-\Jvl13is—re§t_c>mTo capacity by the court after being ineligible to vote for any 
of the reasons specified in subdivision 1. Upon notiee tron} the judge exereising probate 
jar-isdiet-ion ofarestorationto eapaeitytor ofatransferiromguardianshiptoeonsewatop 
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ship;:I_'l1_e secretary o_f state shall determine any 9ft_h_e persons tlg report registered 

t_o vote and shall prepare a list of those registrants for the county auditor. The county audi- 
tor shall change the status on the voter’s record in the statewide registration system to 
“active.” 

Sec. 10. [201.155] REPORT ON FELONY CONVICTIONS. 
The state court administrator shall report monthly to the secretary of state the name, 

addre—&,—d—aE)f birth, date of sentencaeffective date of th<=.Tentence, andc5i1—ntyE which 
the conviction occurred of each person who has been convicted of a felony. The state 
cB_urt administrator shallasb-report the rrrnemlcfiss, and date o-f—bi_rth of eaJfper_sTn 
Hex/_iously convictegafehmy whdse civil rights haveb—eeEsEr_eT.—'I'l—1Te secfetary of 
state shall determine if_any of the persons_'1-n-the rep6rt—is registered to voliand shall pr}; 
Famahst of those reg_i_st:—ra?1t_s-f5r_each couri_t3za—uditor. TTe county auditE121TlE:lEgetlE 
status o_f those registrants _t_lE appropriate manner Q13 statewide regi—sEa_t—ion system. 

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 201.171, is amended to read: 

201.171 POSTING VOTING HISTORY; FAILURE TO VOTE; REGISTRA- 
TION REMOVED. 

Within six weeks after every election, the county auditor shall post the voting histo- 
ry for every person who voted in the election. After the close of the calendar year, the 
secretary of state shall determine if any registrants have not voted during the preceding 
four years and shall change the status of those registrants to “inactive” in the statewide 
registration system. The secretary of state shall also prepare areport to the county auditor 
containing the names of all registrants whose status was changed to “inactive.” 

Thewantywdkershanwmevetheveterregistsafieaeardefmrywterwhesename 
appears on the £epert—. Although not counted in an election, a late absentee ballot must be 
considered a vote for the purpose of continuing registration. 

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.01, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. HEALTH CARE FACILITY. “Health gag facility” means a licensed 
hospital, sanitarium, Q other institution as defined section 144.50, subdivision g pr a 
nursing home licensed to serve adults under section 144A.O2. 

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.03, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. VIOLATION. No individual shall intentionally: 

(a) make or sign any false certificate required by this chapter; 

(b) make any false or untrue statement in any application for absentee ballots; 

(c) apply for absentee ballots more than once in any election with the intent to cast an 
illegal ballot; 

(d) exhibit a ballot marked by that individual to any other individual; 

(e) do any act in violation of the provisions of this chapter for the purpose of casting 
an illegal vote in any precinct or for the purpose of aiding another to cast an illegal vote; or 
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(f) use information from absentee ballot materials or records for purposes unrelated 
to elections, political activities, or law enforcement, o_r 

~~ 

~~~ 

~~~~ 

~~ 

~~~ 

~~ 

~~~ 

~~~ 

~~

~ 
~~ 

~~~

~ 
~~
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~~~~ 

~~ 

~~ 
~ ~ 

(g) provide assistance to an absentee voter except t_l§ manner provided by section 
204CTT5, subdivision 

Before inspecting information from absentee ballot materials or records, an individ- 
ual shall provide identification to the public official having custody of the material or in- 
formation. 

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.04, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. APPLICATION PROCEDURES. Except as otherwise allowed by 
subdivision 2, an application for absentee ballots for any election may be submitted at 
any time not less than one day before the day of that election. The county auditor shall 
prepare absentee ballot application forms in the format providecfi the rules of the éaéi 
tary of state and shall furnish them to any—[Je>r—son on request. A1? applicationsubrnitted 
13Ti7s.1Er1tTth1'ss11——b_cl_ivision shall be—i1T/riting andshall be submitted to: 

(a) the county auditor of the county where the applicant maintains residence; or 

(b) the municipal clerk of the municipality, or school district if applicable, where the 
applicant maintains residence. 

An application shall be accepted if it is signed and dated by the applicant, contains 
the applicant’s name and residence and mailing addresses, and states that the applicant is 
eligible to votelftbsefifiee ballot for one of the reasons specified in section 203B.02. An 
application may be submitted to the county auditor or municipal clerk by an electronic 
facsimile device, at the discretion of the auditor or clerk. An application mailed or re- 
turned in person to the county auditor or municipal clerk on_b—ehalf of a voter by a persa 
other than the voterinust be deposited inthe mail or returngi in personto the cfirity audi- 
tor or municipal clerk within ten days after it has been dated by the voter and no later than 
six days before the election. The absentee baHF2fic:atic?1§5rTlist'rfpE<)?s>a—1)plyT1ng 
f—<)r'an—absenteeb—arllot may n3t_be made available for public inspectio_n until the close of miK,;*—“ge1ecam_51i—'—— “ _‘“_—— 

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.06, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

”

' 

Subd. 3. DELIVERY OF BALLOTS. If an application for absentee ballots is ac- 
cepted at a time when absentee ballots are not yet available for distribution, the county 
auditor, or municipal clerk accepting the application shall file it and as soon as absentee 
ballots are available for distribution shall mail them to the address specified in the ap- 
plication. If an application for absentee ballots is accepted when absentee ballots are 
available for distribution, the county auditor or municipal clerk accepting the application 
shall promptly: 

(a) Mail the ballots to the voter whose signature appears on the application if the 
application is submitted by mail; or 

(b) Deliver the absentee ballots directly to the voter if the application is submitted in 
person; or 
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(_c2 Deliver fire absentee ballots 3 sealed transmittal envelope to an agent wlg _lw_s 
been designated t_o bring me ballots t_o 3 Voter who 3 patient a health fire facility, as 
provided section 203B.11, subdivision 

~

~ 
If an application does not indicate the election for which absentee ballots are sought, 

the county auditor or municipal clerk shall mail or deliver only the ballots for the next 
election occurring after receipt of the application. Only one set of ballots may be mailed 
95 delivered to an applicant for any election, except as provided section 203B.13, sg 
division g, 95 when a replacement ballot ha_s been requested by the voter fig a ballot git 
ll; been spoiled Q 1_ost transit. 

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.08, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. MARKING AND RETURN BY VOTER. An eligible voter who 
receives absentee ballots as provided in this chapter shall mark them in the manner speci- 
fied in the directions for casting the absentee ballots. The return envelope containing 
marked ballots may be mailed as provided in the directions for casting the absentee bal- 
lots or may be left with the county auditor or municipal clerk who transmitted the absen- 
tee ballots to the voter. 

The voter may designate an agent to deliver in person the sealed absentee ballot re- 
turn erfielope t()tTe county auditor or municipal clerk or to cfaposit the return envelope—in 
mTmail. An agerTt_rnay deliver or mail the return envelbpes of not rHo_re than three voters 
H—anyelc?i(T1.'Kn_y/person de?ig_Ettad—as an agent who tamrgfs with either the return 
envefipe or the vae_c_l ballots or does not -1:1-I1I—.]:Ediat6lyFaiI or delivefthe return?nvelope 
t_o th_e count31—a1fdK5rp_r muni—ci1§l_c1T< guilty o_f a misdemeanor.’- 

Sec. 17. [203B.081] LOCATIONS FOR ABSENTEE VOTING IN PERSON. 
E eligible voter may Etc by absentee ballot Q13 office o_f the county auditor and 

a_t any other polling place designated by me county auditor during th_e 3Q days before th_e 
election. At least one voting booth each polling place must be made available by me 
county auditor jg purpose. 

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.11, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. GENERALLY. Each full—time municipal clerk who has authority 
under section 203B.05 to administer absentee voting laws shall designate election judges 
to deliver absentee ballots in accordance with this section. The county auditor may also 
designate election judges to perform the duties in this sectiorfik ballot may be dTi\/efid 
only to an eligible voter who is a temporary orpennanent resident or patient in a health 
care facility or hospital located in the municipality in which the voter maintains resi- 
dence. The ballots shall be delivered by two election judges, each of whom is affiliated 
with a different major political party. When the election judges deliver or return ballots as 
provided in this section, they shall travel together in the same vehicle. Both election 
judges shall be present when an applicant completes the certificate of eligibility and 
marks the absentee ballots, and may assist an applicant as provided in section 204C.15. 
The election judges shall deposit the return envelopes containing the marked absentee 
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ballots in a sealed container and return them to the clerk on the same day that they are 
delivered and marked. 

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.11, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. 4. AGENT DELIVERY OF BALLOTS. During the four days preceding an 
electi(Er_1cl_ until 4:00 p.m. on election day, an eligible voter \W1BTsapaHent of a heifi 
care facifimjatj/%g%E agent tofiliver the ballots tofix/_oE:r from ’Ee_county 
Editor or municipal clerk. fie voted_ballots mfiéi b_e returnefio the cE1't—y'7f1c_l—i_'t_<YE 
municipal clerk no later tha1fi:7)0 p.m. on e1ec@ E v9_tefm—p‘g complete :_1n__a_fiE 
davit reque—s't'i'117gtlTeEitor—or~<—:_ler%p—r3vide the agent with the ballots in a sealed trans- 
mittal envelope. The affidavit must include a statement from the voter sta—t-irig that the bal- 
lots were delivered to the voter by the agent in the sealed transmittal envelope. An agent 
mla-y~del_i-ver ba11otst_on3more tlfifihree peistfis E election. The secretary_of state Eh provide sample—s3_T he affiwit £19 transmission envelope §fps_e by tl_ie7j@ 
auditors. 

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.12, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. EXAMINATION OF RETURN ENVELOPES. Two or more election 
judges shall examine each return envelope and shall mark it accepted or rejected in the 
manner provided in this subdivision. If a ballot has been prepared under section 204B.12, 
subdivision 2a, or 204B.41, the election judges shall not begin removing ballot envelopes 
from the return envelopes until 8:00 p.m. on election day, either in the polling place or at 
an absentee ballot board established under section 203B.13. 

The election judges shall mark the return envelope “Accepted” and initial or sign the 
return envelope below the word “Accepted” if the election judges or a majority of them 
are satisfied that: 

Q) the voter’s name and address o_ntl1_e return envelope E the same as the informa- 
tion provided o_n th_e absentee ballot application; 

(a) _(_2_2 the voter’s signature on the return envelope is the genuine signature of the 
individual who made the application for ballots and the certificate has been completed as 
prescribed in the directions for casting an absentee ballot; 

(la) Q_) the voter is registered and eligible to vote in the precinct or has included a 
properly completed registration card in the return envelope; and 

(9) £4_) the voter has not already voted at that election, either in person or by absentee 
ballot. 

The return envelope from accepted ballots must be preserved and returned to the 
county auditor. 

If all or a majority of the election judges examining return envelopes find that an 
absent voter has failed to meet one of the requirements prescribed in clauses (a) (1) to (6) 
Q, they shall mark the return envelope “Rejected,” initial or sign it below the wfli “Re- 
jected,” and return it to the county auditor. 
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Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.12, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. 7. NAMES OF PERSONS SUBMITTING ABSENTEE BALLOTS. The 
names of voTers who have submitted an absentee ballot return envelope to the county~aii—- 
ditor orT1unicipaT6l_e_rF1_nay not be mgie available for public inspectioniHti1_the closeof 
i/Wng E election da_y_. —— 

Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.13, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. ESTABLISHMENT. The governing body of any county that has es- 
tablished a counting center as provided in section 206.85, subdivision 2, any 
ty may or theseheel boardof any school district may by Fnfiince or reso- 
lution, authorize an absentee ballot board. The board shall consist of a sufficient n_umber 
of election judges appointed as provided in sections 204B.19 to 204B.22. 

Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.13, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. DUTIES. The absentee ballot board may do any of the following: 
(a) Receive from each precinct in the municipality or school district all ballot envel- 

opes marked “Accepted” by the election judges; provided that the governing body of a 
municipality or the school board of a school district may authorize the board to examine 
all return absentee ballot envelopes and receive or reject absentee ballots in the manner 
provided in section 203B.12; 

(b) Open and count the absentee ballots, tabulating the vote in a manner that indi- 
cates each vote of the absentee voter and the total absentee vote cast for each candidate or 
question in each precinct; or - 

(c) Report the vote totals tabulated for each precinct. 

The absentee ballot board may begin the process of examining the return envelopes 
and n§rl_<.ing them “accepted” or—‘Tejected’Tany time during the 30 d—z1ys before the elec- 
tion. If an envelope has been rejected at least five days before the election, the ballots in 
tljzr-1veh)pe must spoilhe-Eigllognfie officiafn charge ofma absentg 
ballot board shall provide the voter with a repla<—:E1$ absentee_ballot arfi Eurn enve- 
lope in placefiie spoiledT)a1lot. Tgsecretary of state shall provide samples of the re- 
pla—ce—Inent barkifiid return envelo1Te for § b_yElie—Eo_unt—y71uditor. —' '_— 

Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.16, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: ' 

Subd. DUTIES OF MUNICIPAL CLERK. I_'h_e municipal clerk shall adminis- 
t_er tlfi duties 9ftl1_e county auditor sections 203B.16 t_o 203B.27 for municipal elec- 
tions not lild on E same Qty § 3 state g county election. 

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 203B.19, is amended to read: 

203B.19 RECORDING APPLICATIONS. 
Upon accepting an application, the county auditor shall record inapei=manentregis- 

ter the voter’s name, address of present or former residence in Minnesota, mailing ad- 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by stsikecut-.

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



923 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 Ch. 147 

dress, school district number, and the category under section 203B.16, to which the voter 
belongs. After recording this lnformation; The county auditor shall retain the application 
record for two four years after the date of the next general election. A voter whose name is 
recorded as prcn/Ted in this section shall not be required to register under any other provi- 
sion of law in order to vote under sections 203B.16 to 203B.27. . 

Sec. 26. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.06, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. 8. PROOF OF ELIGIBILITY. A candidate f_or judicial office pr §)_r gig o_f 
fice of courfiy attorney shall submit th_e affidavit o_f candidacy proof thg the candi- 
d_a_tei—_s licensed to practice law state: 

A candidate for county sheriff shall submit with E affidavit o_f candidacy prpgfQ 
licensfire § a peace officer state. 

See. 27. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.146, is amended to read: 

204B.146 DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Subdivision 1. REDISTRICTING. The secretary of state shall conduct confer- 

ences with the county auditors, municipal clerks, and school district clerks to instruct 
them on the procedures for redistricting of election districts and establishment of election 
precincts in the year ending in one. 

Subd. 2. PRECINCT AND ELECTION DISTRICT BOUNDARIES. The secre- 
tary of state shall maintain a computer database of precinct and election district bound- 
aries. The secretary of state shall revise the information in the database whenever a pre- 
cinct or election district boundary is changed. The secretary of state shall prepare maps 
illustrating precinct and election district boundaries in either paper or electronic formats 
and make them available to the public at the cost of production. 

The secretary of state may authorize municipalities and counties to provide updated 
precinct and election district boundary information in electronic formats. 

The secretary of state shall provide periodic updates of precinct and election district 
boundaries to the legislative coordinating commission, the state demographer, and the 
land management information center. 

At least 30 days before the state primary, the secretary of state shall provide the 
count—37_auTit<)r_vs/ithjrnaps of efi rEinct in murEpalities witIfm3re tlfione precinct‘. 
The county auditor shall f5FwEthe mapsto the appropriateTnnnicipal_3_1erks, who shall 
pTit the mg the p—ol-ling place oifihe dayif the state primary @tl_1_est_at_e gen%§l_e__c: 
tion. 

Sec. 28. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.15, is amended to read: 
204B.15 UN ORGANIZED TERRITORY; ELECTION PRECINCTS. 
A county bomdwtitsmeetlnghieitlaerlanuasyorlulaguponthepetitionofnotless 

thanteneligllalevotersresidinghrunorganizedterritorymorethantenmilesfromthepoh 
ling plaee in any established preeinet; shall may establish a new election preeinet pre- 
cincts to serve the residents of unorganized terrTries. The board shall designate a polling 
place for the new precinct that is convenient for the individuals residing in it. No polling 
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plaeedesignated' undert-hisseetien' shallbeleeatedw1thin' 
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tenmilesefanexrsting' 
' 

pelling 
P4366? 

Sec. 29. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.16, subdivision 1a, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 1a. NOTICE TO VOTERS. If the location of a polling place has been 
changed, the governing body establishing the polling place shall send eaeh to every af- 
fected household with at least one registered voter in the affected precinct a ndnforwafi 
able mailed noticebsnfiinfilelfition of the new polling place at least 25 days before the 
next election. The secretary of state shall prepare a sample of this notice. A notice that is 
returned as undeliverable must be forwarded immediately to the county auditor, w-he 
shahehangethewgismmfissmmsmfehauéngedflmthestmeuddemgisaaiensyswm. 
This subdivision does not apply to a polling place location that is changed on election day 
under section 204B.17. 

Sec. 30. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.16, subdivision 3, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 3. DESIGNATION EFFECTIVE UNTIL CHANGED. The designation of 
a polling place pursuant to this section shall remain effective until a different polling 
place is designated for that precinct. No designation of a new or different polling place 
shall become effective less than 30 90 days prior to an election and no polling place 
changes may occur during the period be_tween the state primary and Egstfie general elec- 
tion, except that a new polling place may be designated to repla'c71 polling place that has 
become unavailable E E. _ — _ —_‘ 

Sec. 31. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.22, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. MINIMUM NUMBER REQUIRED.Aminimum of three election 
judges shall be appointed for each precinct. In a combined polling place under section 
204B.14, subdivision 2, at least one judge must be appointed from each municipality in 
the combined polling place, provided that not less than three judges shall be appointed for 
each combined polling place. The appointing authorities may appoint election judges for 
any precinct in addition to the number required by this subdivision including additional 
election judges to count ballots after voting has ended. An election judge may serve for all 
or part of election day, at the discretion of the appointing authority, as long as the mini- 
EuEuTmber o_f jufi-es_r—e—q_uired is a1wz§s_pr_esent. 

_ ? _ —- 
Sec. 32. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.23, is amended to read: 
204B.23 VACANCIES AMONG ELECTION JUDGES. 
A vacancy on an election board occurs when any election judge who is a member of 

that board: 

(a) Fails to arrive at the polling place within 30 minutes after the time when the pol- 
ling place is scheduled to open; 

(b) Becomes unable to perform the duties of the office after assuming those duties; 
01' 

(c) For any reason fails or refuses to perform the duties of the office as assigned by 
the chair of the election board. 
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When a vacancy occurs, the remaining election judges of the precinct shall elect an 
individual to fill the vacancy subject to the provisions of section 204B.19. When possible 
the election judges shall elect individuals who have been trained as election judges pur- 
suant to section 204B.25 . The oath signed by the new election judge shall indicate that the 
new election judge was elected to fill a vacancy. The municipal clerk may assign election 
judges to fill vacancies as they occur.

j 
Sec. 33. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.27, is amended by adding a subdivi- 

sion to read: 

Subd. ELECTION SUPPLY CONTRACT. E secretary pf §t_at_e m_a_y_ enter ii a statewide contract from which E county auditor may purchase ballots, forms,g 
other election supplies. 

Sec. 34. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.31, is amended to read: 
204B.31 COMPENSATION FOR ELECTION SERVICES. 
Subdivision COMPENSATION. The compensation for services performed un- 

der the Minnesota election law shall be as follows: 

(a) To presidential electors from funds appropriated to the secretary of state for this 
purpose, $35 for each day of attendance at the capitol and mileage for travel to and from 
the capitol in the amount allowed for state employees in accordance with section 43A.18, 
subdivision 2; 

(b) To individuals, other than county, city, school district, or town employees during 
their normal work day, who are appointed by the county auditor to carry ballots to or from 
the county auditor’s office, a sum not less than the prevailing Minnesota minimum wage 
for each hour spent in carrying ballots and mileage in the amount allowed pursuant to 
section 471.665, subdivision 1;

' 

(c) To members of county canvassing boards, a sum not less than the prevailing Min- 
nesota minimum wage for each hour necessarily spent and an amount for each mile of 
necessary travel equal to the amount allowed pursuant to section 471.665, subdivision 1; 

(d) To election judges serving in any city, an amount fixed by the governing body of 
the city; to election judges serving in any school district election which is not held in con- 
junction with a state election, an amount fixed by the school board of the school district; 
to election judges serving in unorganized territory, an amount fixed by the county board; 
and to election judges serving in towns, an amount fixed by the town board. Election 
judges shall receive at least the prevailing Minnesota minimum wage for each hour spent 
carrying out their duties at the polling places and in attending training sessions required 
by section 204B.25, except as provided in subdivision 2. An election judge who travels to 
pick up election supplies or to deliver elgction returns to the county auditor shall receive, 
in addition to other compensation authorized by this section, a sum not less than the pre- 
vailing, Minnesota minimum wage for each hour spent performing these duties, plus 
mileage in the same amount as allowed pursuant to section 471.665, subdivision 1; and 

(e) To sergeants at arms,. an amount for each hour of service performed at the direc- 
tion of the election judges, fixed in the same manner as compensation for election judges. 

Subd. VOLUNTEER SERVICE. én_y person appointed t_o_ serve a_s E election 
judge may elect t_o serve without payment by submitting a written statement t2 meE 
propriate governing body E later tlw_n t_¢andays before E election. 
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Sec. 35. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204B.36, subdivision 2, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 2. CANDIDATES AND OFFICES. The name of each candidate shall be 
printed at a right angle to the length of the ballot. At a general election the name of the 
political party or the political principle of each candidate for partisan office shall be 
printed above or below the name of the candidate. The name of a political party or a politi- 
cal principle shall be printed in capital and lower case letters of the same type, with the 
capital letters at least one-half the height of the capital letters used for names of the candi- 
dates. At a general election, blank lines containing the words “write—in, if any” shall be 
printed below the name of the last candidate for eachTffice, or below the titlcghe office 
if no candidate has filed for that office, so that a voter may write in the names of individu- 
als whose names are not on the ballot. One blank line shall be printed for each officer of 
that kind to be elected. At a primary election, no blank lines shall be provided for writing 
in the names of individuals whose names do not appear on the primary ballot. 

On the left side of the ballot at the same level with the name of each candidate and 
_ each blank line shallbe printed a square in which the voter may designate a vote by a mark 

(X). Each square shall be the same size. Above the first name on each ballot shall be 
printed the words, “Put an (X) in the square opposite the name of each candidate you wish 
to vote for.” At the same level‘ with these words and directly above the squares shall be 
printed a small arrow pointing downward. Directly underneath the official title of each 
office shall be printed the words “Vote for one” or “Vote for up to ...” (any greater number 
to be elected). 

Sec. 36. [204B.47] ALTERNATE ELECTION PROCEDURES; DUTIES OF 
SECRETARY OF STATE. 

When a provision of the Minnesota election law cannot be implemented as a result 
of an order of a state or fefial court, the secretary_cE state sha—ll adopt altemate_ election 
p—r‘6§:W:sf5p<Ett_l1e administraticf of any elecEo_11_21_ffecWaTlI>yTe order. The alter- 
nate procedfies remafiin effect until the—firEiay of July followin_gtFe next succeeding 
Ejl adjournment pf g1_eTegWtu?un—Es—sfih_e:r—wEe-1:or—ovided by QEEEE order. 

See. 37. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204C.O8, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. a SAMPLE BALLOTS. A sample ballot must be posted a conspicuous 
location £12 polling place. _Tl_1_e_ sample ballot must accurately reflect the offices, candi- 
dates, E rotation sequence on the ballots used that polling place. 

Sec. 38. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204C.15, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. INTERPRETERS; PHYSICAL ASSISTANCE IN MARKING 
BALLOTS. A voter whoclaims under oath a need for assistance because of inability to 
read English or physical inability to mark a ballot may obtain the aid of two election 
judges who are members of different major political parties. The election judges shall 
mark the ballots as directed by the voter and in as secret a manner as circumstances per- 
mit. If the voter is deaf or cannot speak English or understand it when it is spoken, the 
election judges may select two individuals who are members of different major political 
parties to act as interpreters. The interpreters shall take an oath similar to that taken by 
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eleetien judges; and shall assist the individual in marking the ballots. A voter in need of 
assistance may alternatively obtain the assistance of any individual the voter chooses. 
The individual whe assists the veter shall take an eatll ef te de se. Only the 
following persons may not provide assistance to a voter: the voter ’s employer, an agent of 
the voter’s employer, an officer or agent of the voter’s union, or a candidate for election. 
The person who assists the voter shall, unaccompanied by an election judge, retire with 
that voter to a booth and mark the ballot as directed by the voter. No person who assists 
another Voter as provided in the preceding sentence shall mark the ballots of more than 
three voters at one election. Before the ballots are deposited, the voter may show them 
privately to an election judge to ascertain that they are marked as the voter directed. An 
election judge or other individual assisting a voter shall not in any manner request, per- 
suade, induce, or attempt to persuade or induce the voter to vote for any particular politi- 
cal party or candidate. The election judges or other individuals who assist the voter shall 
not reveal to anyone the name of any candidate for whom the voter has voted or anything 
that took place while assisting the voter. 

read: 

Subd. 2. STATE CANVASSING BOARD. The state canvassing board shall con- 
sist of the secretary of state, two judges of the supreme court er the eeurt ef appeals, and 
two judges of the district court selected by the secretary of state. None of the judges shall 
be a candidate at the election. If a judge fails to appear at the meeting of the canvassing 
board, the secretary of state shall fill the vacancy in membership by selecting another 
judge who is not a candidate at the election. Not more than two judges of the supreme 
court shall serve on the canvassing board at one time. 

See. 40. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204C.32, is amended to read: 

204C.32 CANVASS OF STATE PRIMARIES.
I 

Subdivision 1. COUNTY CANVASS. The county canvassing board shall meet at 
the county auditor’s office at -104)0 alml on or before the third day following the state 
primary. After taking the oath of office, the canvassing board shall publicly canvass the 
election returns delivered to the county auditor. The board shall complete the canvass by 
the eveningefthesixtli day following the eleetien no later than the third day following the % primary and shall promptly prepare and file with the county auditor a report that 
states: 

(a) The number of individuals voting at the election in the county, and in each pre- 
cinct; 

(b) The number of individuals registering to vote on election day and the number of 
individuals registered before election day in each precinct; 

(c) For each major political party, the names of the candidates running for each parti- 
san office and the number of votes received by each candidate in the county and in each 
precinct; 

(d) The names of the candidates of each major political party who are nominated; 
and 
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(e) The number of Votes received by each of the candidates for nonpartisan office in 
each precinct in. the county and the names of the candidates nominated for nonpartisan 
office. 

Upon completion of the canvass, the county auditor shall mail or deliver a notice of 
nomination to each nominee voted for only in that county. The county auditor shall trans- 
mit one of the certified copies of the county canvassing board report for state and federal 
offices to the secretary of state by express mail or similar service immediately upon con- 
clusion of the county canvass. 

Subd. 2. STATE CAN VASS. The state canvassing board shall meet at the secretary 
of state’s office on the second Friday seven days after the state primary to canvass the 
certified copies of the county canvassing bofiieports received from the county audi- 
tors. No later than two days Immediately after the canvassing board declares the results, 
the secretary of state shall certify the names of the nominees to the county auditors and. 
:I_‘h_e secretary of s_ta§ shall mail to each nominee a notice of nomination.

I 

See. 41. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 204C.33, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. COUNTY CANVASS. The county canvassing board shall meet at 
the county auditor ’s office on or before the third seventh day following the state general 
election. After taking the oath of office, the board shall promptly and publicly canvass the 
general election returns delivered to the county auditor. Upon completion of thetcanvass, 
the board shall promptly prepare and file with the county auditor a report which states: 

(a) The number of individuals voting at the election in the county and in each pre- 
cinct; 

(b) The number of individuals registering to vote on election day and the number of 
individuals registered before election day in each precinct; 

(c) The names of the candidates for each office and the number of votes received by 
each candidate in the county and in each precinct; 

(d) The number of votes counted for and against a proposed change of county lines 
or county seat; and 

(e) The number of votes counted for and against a constitutional amendment or oth- 
er question in the county and in each precinct. 

'.[_'h_e result o_f write—in votes c_ast Q fire general election ballots must be compiled bl 
fie county auditor before E county canvass. E county auditor shall arrange fg each 
municipality to provide an adequate number of election judges to perform duty E th_e 
county auditor may appoint additional electicni judges for this purpose. E county audi- 
tor may open the envelopes or containers in which the voted ballots have been sealed in 
order to count and record tl1_e_vvrite—in votg Ed mu—sTreseal E voted ballots at the cor: 

- clnsionof this process. 

Upon completion of the canvass, the county canvassing board shall declare the can- 
didate duly elected who received the highest number of votes for each county and state 
office voted for only within the county. The county auditor shall promptly certify to the 
seoretayofsmtethewtewponedbytheoountyemwssmgbomdforeandidateswwd 
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for in more than one eeuntys The county auditor shall transmit one of th_e certified copies 
of the county canvassing board-report for state § federal offices to th_e secretary o_f state 
by express mail or similar service immediately upon conclusion 9f the county canvass. 

Sec. 42. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 205.10, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

Subd. 3. PROHIBITION. No special election shall be held under this section on the 
second Tuesday in December and no special election authorized under subdivision 1 may 
be held within 40 days after the state general election. 

See. 43. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 205.13, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. AFFIDAVIT OF CAN DIDACY. An individual who is eligible and 
desires to become a candidate for an office to be voted for at the municipal general elec- 
tion shall file an affidavit of candidacy with the municipal clerk. Subject to the approval 
of the county auditor, the town clerk may authorize candidates for townshipcfices to file 
affidavits of candidacy with the county-auditor. The affidavit shall be in substantially the 
same form~as that in se%n—2T)4B.06, subdivision 1. The municipal clerk shall also ac- 
cept an application signed by not less than five voters and filed on behalf of an eligible 
voter in the municipality whom they desire to be a candidate, if service of a copy of the 
application has been made on the candidate and proof of service is endorsed on the ap- 
plication being filed. Upon receipt of the proper filing fee, the clerk shall place the name 
of the candidate on the official ballot without partisan designation. 

Sec. 44. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 205.17, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. FORM OF BALLOT. E ballots Q municipal elections must E pi 
pared b_y th_e municipal clerk th_e manner provided the rules o_f th_e secretary pf stati 

Sec. 45. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 205A.05, subdivision 1, is amended to 
read: 

Subdivision 1. QUESTIONS. Special elections must be held for a school district on 
a question on which the voters are authorized by law to pass judgment. The school board 
may on its own motion call a special election to vote on any matter requiring approval of 
the voters of a district. Upon petition of 50 or more voters of the school district or five 
percent of the number of voters voting at the preceding regular school district election, 
the school board shall by resolution call a special election to vote on any matter requiring 
approval of the voters of a district. A question is carried only with the majority in its favor 
required by law. The election officials for a special election are the same as for the most 
recent school district general election unless changed according to law. Otherwise, spe- 
eial elections must be conducted and the returns made in the manner provided for the 
school district general election. A special election may not -be held during the 30 days 
before and the 30 days after the state primary or, during the 30 days before and the 40 days 
after the state general election, or on the second '111esday in December. In addition, a spe- 
Hefition may not be held during the 20 days before and the 20 days after any regularly 
scheduled election of a municipality wholly or partially within the school district. Not- 
withstanding any other law to the contrary, the time period in which a special election 
must be conducted under any other law may be extended by the school board to conform 
with the requirements of this subdivision. 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by strikeouts

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 147 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1997 930 

Sec. 46. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 205A.08, is amended by adding a subdi- 
vision to read: 

Subd. FORM OF BALLOT. E ballots Q school district elections must lfi 
prepared by the school district clerk in the manner provided in the rules of the secretary of 
state. 

See. 47. Minnesota Statutes'1996, section 206.55, is amended to read: 

206.55 MINNESOTA ELECTION LAW APPLIES. 
The use of lever voting machines and electronic voting systems is governed by sec- 

tions 206.55 to 20678-7 206.90 and by all other provisions of the Minnesota election law 
which are not inconsistent with sections 206.55 to 206:8-7 206.90. 

Sec. 48. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.5 6, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. SCOPE. The definitions in chapter 200 and in this section apply to 
sections 206.55 to 20637 206.90. 

Sec. 49. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.5 6, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

Subd. 3. BALLOT. “Ballot” includes ballet strips; ballot cards; ballet booklets; and 
paper ballots. 

Sec. 50. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.56, subdivision 5, is amended to read: 

Subd. 5. BALLOT CARD. “Ballot card” means a ballot which is veted by the pre- 
eess e£punehing or which is marked so that votes may be counted by automatic tabulat- 
ing equipment. 

Sec. 51. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.56, subdivision 8, is amended to read: 

Subd. 8. ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM. “Electronic voting system” means 
a system in which the voter records votes by_means of marking er punching a ballot, 
which is designed so that votes may be counted by automatic tabulating equipment at a 
counting center. 

Sec. 52. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.56, subdivision 9, is amended to read: 

Subd. 9. MARKING DEVICE. “Marking device” means either an apparatus in 
whiehbflleteardsawhasefiedandusednaeemeefiehwithapanehmsmumemfesthe 
piercing efithe ballet eardsby the veter or any approved device for marking a paper: ballot 
with ink or other substance which will enable the ballot to be tabulated by means of auto- 
matic tabulating equipment. fllhemask made bythe marléing device may be in the £9311 of 
amuaddegasqmramanyethershapethatwiudearlymdieatethemtemefihewtee 

Sec. 53. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.57, is amended to read: 

206.57 EXAMINATION OF NEW VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Subdivision 1. EXAMINATION AND REPORT BY SECRETARY OF STATE; 

APPROVAL. A vendor of a lever voting machine er an electronic voting system may 
apply to the secretary of state to examine the maehineme-r system and to report as to its 
compliance with the requirements of law and as to its accuracy, durability, efficiency, and 
capacity to register the will ofvoters. The secretary of state or a designee shall examine 
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the machine or system submitted and file a report on it in the office of the secretary of 
state. Examination is not required of every individual machine or counting device, but 
only of each type of lever: voting machine or electronic Voting system before its adoption, 
use, or purchase and before its continued use after significant changes have been made in 
an approved 92: system. The examination must include the ballot programming, 
vote counting, and vote accumulation functions of each voting machine er system. 

If the report of the secretary of state or the secretary’s designee concludes that the 
kind-of machine ca system examined complies with the requirements of sections 206.55 
to 206.90 and can be used safely, the machine or system shall be deemed approved by the 
secretary of state, and may be adopted and purchased for use at elections in this state. A 
Voting machine or system not approved by the secretary of state may not be used at an 
election in this state. The secretary of state may adopt permanent rules consistent with 
sections 206.55 to 206.90 relating to the examination and use of voting machines and 
electronic voting systems. 

Subd. 2. EXAMINATION FEE. The secretary of state may assess a fee to accom- 
pany the application to cover the actual and necessary costs for the examinations and li- 
censes provided for in this section. The fee shall must be deposited in the state treasury. 
The expenses of administering this section shall—n'1ust be paid from the appropriations 
made to the secretary of state. 

—“ 
Subd. 4. VENDOR BONDS. Vendors of lever voting machines or electronic voting 

systems shall certify to the secretary of state that they will not offer for sale any vcting 
machine or a system which is not certified for use in Minnesota elections. The vendor 
shall furnish_a bond in the amount of $5,000 along with the certification to the secretary of 
state conditioned on offering the equipment for sale in accordance with Minnesota elec- 
tion laws and any conditions of the approval of the equipment granted as provided in this 
section. 

Sec. 54. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.58, is amended to read: 
206.58 AUTHORIZATION FOR USE. 
Subdivision 1. MUNICIPALITIES. The governing body of a municipality, at a 

regular meeting or at a special meeting called for the purpose, may provide for the use of 
levervctingmachinesegbytheaffiimafivevetee£hve—thhdscfimmembers;maypr& 
v-iele fer the use of an electronic voting system; in one or more precincts and at all elec- 
tions in the precincts, subject to approval by the county auditor. The governing body shall 
disseminate information to the public about the use of a new voting system at least 60 
days prior to the election and shall provide for instruction of voters with a demonstration 
voting machine or device system in a public place for the six weeks immediately prior to 
the first election at which the new voting system will be used. 

if a machine is designed in a way ihai dces not allew voting on all candidates and 
issuespursuanttc thischaptegthemachnies maybeusedtc the extentccnaplianeewith 
this chapmrispcsmbleanépaperbahcmccmplyingwithelecficnhwsshahheusedfcr 
all other cffices and No machine or system shall may be adopted or used unless it 
has been approved by the secretary of state pursuant to'§&ion 206.57. 

Subd. 2. MAY USE EXPERIMENTAL SYSTEMS. The governing 
body of a municipality may provide for the experimental use of lever vctingmachines ci= 
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an electronic voting system in one or more precincts without formal adoption of the ma- 
chines er system. Use of the machines er system at an election shall he as valid for all 
purposes as if the machines or system had been permanently adopted. 

When If the governing body of a municipality decides to use lever voting machines 
er an electr<§1ic voting system, it shall, at a regular or special meeting held not less than 30 
days before the election, prescribe suitable rules and instructions consistent with sections 
206.55 to 206:8?! 206.90 for using the machine er system and shall submit the rules and 
instructions to the secretary of state for approval. When approved, a printed copy of the 
rules and instructions shallmust be posted prominently in the polling place and shallmust 
remain open to inspection file voters throughout election day. ~_ 

Subd. 3. COUNTIES. The governing body of a county may provide for the use of 
lever vetingniachines an electronic voting system in one or more precincts of the county 
at all elections. 5Phegc7erningbcdyc£aceuntyecntainingacitye£the£isstclass;ata 
wguhrmeetmgmataspeéflmeefingcalkdferthepurpwamayprevidefcrtheuseef 
‘leverwtmgmachinesegbytheafilkmafivevctec£hv+mhdsc£hsmember&maypr& 
videfcrthensec£anelectmmcvcfingsystem;incnecrmcmmunicipahfiese£the 
ccunty; at all electicns: The governing body of the municipality shall give approval be- 
fore a veting machine er an electronic voting system may be adopted or used in the mu- 
nicipality under the auth5r_ity of this section. No machine er system may be adopted or 
used unless it has been approved by the secretary of state pursuant to section 206.57. 

Subd. 4. CERTIFICATION OF USE OF VOTING SYSTEMS. 
When If a municipality adopts the use of lever vcting machines cr an electronic voting 
systemjit is the duty of the municipal clerk to shall certify to the secretary of state within 
30 days from the date of adoption that lever machines cr an electronic voting sys- 
tem will be used in the municipality and the date when use will commence. 

Sec. 55. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.59, is amended to read: 

206.59 PAYMENT FOR VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Payment for lever: veting machines er: an electronic voting system may be provided 

for in the manner deemed in the best interests of the political division adopting and pur- 
chasing them it. A municipality or county may make payment by appropriating money 
from the general fund, by levying a tax in the same manner as other taxes are levied, or by 
issuing and selling bonds or other certificates of indebtedness, which shall must be a 
charge upon the municipality or county adopting and purchasing the lever ma- 
chines cr electronic voting system. Bonds or other certificates of indebtedness may be 
issued by a majority vote of the governing body of the municipality or county adopting 
and purchasing vet-ing machines or an electronic voting system, notwithstanding any 
contrary provision contained in any home rule charter or law of this state. 

The bonds or certificates of indebtedness issued may bear interest at a rate not ex- 
ceeding the rate provided in section 475.55 and may be made payable at a time not ex- 
ceeding 20 years from the date of issue, as determined by the resolution or ordinance au- 
thorizing the issue. The bonds or certificates of indebtedness may be issued exclusive of 
and in addition to any limit of indebtedness fixed by the charter of a municipality, or by 
laws governing a municipality or county, but the bonds or certificates of indebtedness 
may not be issued or sold at less than par and accrued interest on them. 
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Sec. 56. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.61, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 
Subdivision 1. OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING BALLOTS. 

_ 
The official charged with providing paper ballots when they are used shall provide all 
ballot strips and ballot cards, ballot booklets; diagrams; sample ballots, precinct summa- 
ry statements, and other necessary supplies needed for levervotingmaohines or electron- 
ic voting systems, except as otherwise provided by this section. 

At general elections and primaries the county auditor of each county in which lever 
voting machines or an electronic voting system are is used shall provide all ballot strips; 
ballot cards; ballot booklets; and other necessary pri_nted forms and supplies needed. for 
the lever voting maehines or electronic voting system, including all forms needed for vot- 
ing on candidates and questions, the ballots for which are required by the election laws to 
be provided by the state when paper ballots are used. 

Sec. 57. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.61, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 
Subd. 3. CANDIDATES’ NAMES. Candidates’ names may be set in as large type 

as the length of the majority of names on the ballot pennits. The remaining candidates’ 
names may be set in smaller sizes of type as the length of each name requires, in order to 
fit the available space on the ballot strip or ballot booklet @. 

Sec. 58. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.61, subdivision 5, is amended to read: 
Subd. 5. ALTERNATION. The provisions of the election laws requiring the al- 

ternation of names of candidates shallmust be observed as far as practicable by changing 
the order of the names on the lever voti-n__g~maehines or an electronic voting system in the 
various precincts so that each name appears on the machines or marking devices used in a 
municipality substantially an equal number of times in the first, last, and in each inter- 
mediate place in the list or group in which they belong. However, the arrangement of can- 
didates’ names shall must be the same on all lever voting maehines or marking devises 
systems used in the sa~n3e_precinct. when If the number of names to be alternated exceeds 
the number of precincts, the election offic_ial responsible for providing the ballots, in ac- 
cordance with subdivision 1, shall determine by lot the alternation of names. 

Sec. 59. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.62, is amended to read: 
206.62 SAMPLE BALLOTS. 
The officials who prepare ballot strips or ballot booklets cards shall provide each 

polling place with at least two sample ballots which are facsimiles of the ballot strip or 
ballot booklet card to be voted on in that precinct. Gandielatesi names may not be rotated 
onmewmplebafifombatmmtbeatmngedmalphabefieflordertorahofiieeswherewtw 
tion of names on the official ballots is required by lane The sample ballots may be either 
in full or reduced size. They must eontain suitable illustrated directions for voting on a 
levervotingmaehine ortoroperatmgamarléngdevieraorfllastratedhastmefionsmrmt 
be provided on a separate poster placed adjacent to eaeh sample ballot: The sample bal- 
lots must be posted prominently in the polling place and must remain open to inspection 
by the voters throughout election day. 

See. 60. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.64, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 
Subdivision 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR LESLER NIAGHINE ¥05l1ING AND ELECTRONIC SYSTEM VOTING. Each lever voting machine and electronic 
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voting system booth must be placed and protected so that it is accessible to only one voter 
at a time and is in full view of all the election judges and challengers at the polling place. 
The election judges shall admit one individual at a time to each maehine or booth after 
determining that the individual is eligible to vote. Voting by lever vetingmaehine er elec- 
tronic voting system shall must be secret, exceptasprevidedinthisseetienfor voters who 
need assistance. A voter mflemain inside the voting booth for three minutes. A voter 
who refuses to leave the voting booth after three minutes shall must be removed by the 
electionjudges. 
mafléngdevieeafiereaehwterhaswtedwdetegemethatheballetswipsandbfllm 
b%lde$awinthepreperplaeesandthatthemaehineerdaé%hasnetbeenmjumdm 
mmperedméth-Durmgwtmgheursthedoererothereempastmemefalevervmmgmw 
ehmemaymtbeunleekedmepenedfimmaytheeeuntembeexpesedexeeptbyaewte 
dimmetheramhmizedpememwheshaumakeandagnasmtememefexplanatmnmbe 
attached to the election f%$'B‘FHS: 

Sec. 61. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.66, is amended to read: 

206.66 VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES. 
Subdivision 1. INJURING VOTING MACHINES. An individual who intention- 

ally injures or attempts to injure or render ineffectual aleverveting maehine or any com- 
ponent of an electronic voting system, or who violates any of the provisions of sections 
206.55 to 206.90, is guilty of a felony. 

Subd. 2. VIOLATION OF LAW, RULES. An individual who violates any rules 
adopted by the secretary of state or by the governing body of a municipality where lever 
veting maehines er an electronic voting system are is used, or who violates any of the 
provisions of sections 206.55 to 206.90, is guilty of; gross misdemeanor. 

Subd. 3. PERFORMANCE BOND. A vendor of vetiaag maelaines; electronic vot- 
ing systems; or related election services shall furnish the secretary of state with a suffi- 
cient bond conditioned on the performance of those machines, systems, or services in ac- 
cordance with the Minnesota election law and any contract or agreement made with an 
election jurisdiction in Minnesota. The vendor bond required under section 206.57, sub- 
division 4, may serve as the performance bond required under this subdivision. The sec- 
retary of state shall send notice of the receipt or forfeiture of a bond under this subdivision 
to each official on the user list. 

Sec. 62. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.80, is amended to read: 

206.80 ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS. 
(a) An electronic voting system may not be employed unless it: 
(1) permits every voter to vote in secret; 

(2) permits every voter to vote for all candidates and questions for whom or upon 
which the voter is legally entitled to vote; 

(3) provides for write—in voting when authorized; 

(4) rejects by means of the automatic tabulating equipment, except as provided in 
section 206.84 with respect to write—in votes, all votes for an office or question when the 
number of votes cast on it exceeds the number which the voter is entitled to cast; 
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(5) permits a voter at a primary election to select secretly the party for which the 
voter wishes to vote; and 

(6) rejects, by means of the automatic tabulating equipment, all votes cast in a pri- 
mary election by a voter when the voter votes for candidates of more than one party, era

_ 

cept as provided in paragraph (la). 

(la) Apunch card electronic voting system may not be employed ata partisan prima- 
ryeleetionunlessitpermitsayoteratapartisanprimaryelectiontoselectthepartyfor 
which the voter wishes to vote by punching out an indicator tor one of the parties only; 
andmustrejechbymeansotthewmmaficmbulatmgeqmpmengahyoteswstmapafib 
sanprirnaryelectionbyayotertoreandidatesotapartyotherthantheonechcsenbythe 
voter train the party inelicatora 

Sec. 63. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.81, is amended to read: 
206.81 ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS; EXPERIMENTAL USE. 
The secretary of state may license an electronic voting system for experimental use 

at an election prior to its approval for general use. Experimental use shall must be ob- 
served by the secretary of state or the secretary’s designee and the results observed shall 
must be considered at any subsequent proceedings for approval for general use. The sec- 
refiy of state may adopt rules consistent with sections 206.55 to 20&8¥ 206.90 relating 
to experimental use. The extent of experimental use shall must be determined by the sec- 
retary of state. 

*_ 
Sec. 64. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.83, is amended to read: 
206.83 TESTING OF VOTING SYSTEMS. 
The official in charge of elections shall have the voting system tested to ascertain 

that the system will correctly count the votes cast for all candidates and on all questions 
(-19 within live days prior to election days tor punch card voting systems; or (2) within 14 
days prior to election day; for optical scan yoting systems. Public notice of the time and 
place of the test must be given at least two days in advance by publication once in official 
newspapers. The test must be observed by at least two election judges, who are not of the 
same major political party, and must be open to representatives of the political parties, 
candidates, the press, and the public. The test must be conducted by processing a mean- 
dited group of ballots punched or marked to record a predetermined number of valid 
votes for each candidate and on each question, and must include for each office one or 
more ballot cards which have votes in excess of the number allowed by law in order to test 
the ability of the voting system to reject those votes. If any error is detected, the cause 
must be ascertained and corrected and an errorless count must be made before the voting 
system may be used in the election. The test for punch card voting systems must be re- 
peatedimmedlatelybetoretliestartofitheofiicialccunto£theballots;inthemannerprc— 
videcl in this section: After the completion of the count test, the programs used and ballot 
cards must be sealed, retained, and disposed of as provided for paper ballots. 

Sec. 65 . Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.84, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 
Subd. 3. BALLOTS. The ballot information; whether placed ontheballet earelor-on 

the ballot booklet must; as tar as practicable; must be in the same order provided for pap er 
ballots, except that the information may be in vertical or horizontal rows, or on a number 
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of separate pages. The secretary of state shall provide by rule for standard ballot formats 
for electronic voting systems. 

Thepagesohpagisanprunarybanetboeldetmustbedifieremeolemferdifiemm 
pafiieelflaeeaemwaihblefmpaésmpmnaryballetbeekletpagesmepmplgemnge 

amndemdravmg%aduetedbytheseemmryefsmt&Aee1erehesenbyapaHyispeHn+ 
neatly assignedte thatpartfye 

Apafiisanprimmyballetbeeldetmustbedesignedmiaemdeatennefpanymdiew 
mrbywhiehtheweermayeheesethepaptymwheseprimarythewtermtenéswwte 

AJ4pagese£apa£tyispfimarybaHetmustbeeenseeutNe;w#hemtheinseHienef 
pages£remanefl1erpaA5ePafimanprima%ybaHotb%lde$musteenmmapmminemn& 
fieeeftheefieete£afiemptmgwvoteh}merethmenepa¥W%prhHM5eAsepamtebaHm 
beeleletmayalsebeusediereaehpartyinapartisanprimar-y: 

Ballotfleraflquesfiensmustbepmvidedinthesamemanneewherebafletbeele 
kmarepheedinamafléngdevieefiheyshfllbeafiangedenmmthemarléngdewdeem 
tlaeplaeespr-ovidedn Ballot cards may contain special printed marks and holes as required 
for proper positioning and reading of the ballots by electronic vote counting equipment. 
Ballot cards must contain an identification of the precinct for which they have been pre- 
pared which can be read visually and which can be tabulated by the automatic tabulating 
equipment. 

Sec. 66. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.84, subdivision 6, is amended to read: 

Subd. 6. DUTIES OF OFFICML IN CHARGE. The official in charge of elec- 
tions in each municipality where an electronic voting system is used shall have the made- 
ing deviees voting systems put in order, set, adjusted, and made ready for voting when 
delivered to the election precincts. The official shall also provide each precinct with a 
container for transporting ballot cards to the counting location after the polls close. The 
container shall be of sturdy material to protect the ballots from all reasonably foreseeable 
hazards including auto collisions. The election judges shall meet at the polling place at 
least one hour before the time for opening the polls. Before the polls open the election 
judges shall compare the ballot beelelets cards used with the sample ballots furnished to 
see that the names, numbers, and letters on both agree and shall certify to that fact on 
forms provided for the purpose. The certification must be filed with the election returns. 

Sec. 67. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.84, subdivision 7, is amended to read: 

Subd. 7. SPOILED BALLOT CARDS. A voter who spoils a ballot card or makes 
an error may return it to the election judges and obtain another. Except as otherwise pro- 
vided in sections 206.55 to 206:8-7 206.90, the election judges shall conduct the election 
in the manner prescribed for precincts using paper ballots in chapters 204C and 204D. 

Sec. 68. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.86, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. AT THE VOTING LOCATION. In precincts where an electronic 
Voting system is used, as soon as the polls are closed the election judges shall secure the 
marleing deviees voting systems against further voting. They shall then open the ballot 
box and count the number of ballot cards or envelopes containing ballot cards that have 
been cast to determine that the number of ballot cards does not exceed the number of vot- 
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ers shown on the election register or registration file. If there is an excess, the judges shall 
process the ballot cards in the same manner as paper ballots are processed in section 
204C.20, subdivision 2. The total number of voters must be entered on the forms pro- 
vided. The judges shall next count the write—in votes and enter the number of those votes 
on forms provided for the purpose. lf ballet eatds are used, all ballet envelepes en whieh 
wrlte—in votes have been teeerded must be serially numbered; starting with the number 
ene,aaad the samenumbet mustbeplaeed entheballet eatd efthe vetea Thejudges shall 
eempate the write—ia vetes with the vetes east en the ballet eatd: If the total number ef 
vetesfetanyeffiee exeeedsthehumbetallewedbylaaxeanetatientethateffeetmustbe 
enteredenthebaelteftheballeteardandtheeatdmustbetetumedtetheeeuntihgeeatet 
inanenvelepematkedfidefeetive ballets3’—;hewever;validvetesenballeteardseentain~ 
inginvalidvetesnaustbeeeuntedasprevidedlnsubdiav-isienétlfpapetballetsateused; 
the judges; before eeuatihg the vetes; shall eernpare the write-in vetes with the 
veteseastelsewhere 9H¥h6ball9E6a¥d:I-f¥h6l9¥&lflHmb€£Gf¥Gt6Sf9£&H6£fi€6lfl¥9lV-iii-g 
a wtite—in -vete exceeds the number allewed by law; a netatien to that effeet must be en- 
teredenthebaekeftheballebValidvetesenthetestetsuehaballetmustbetalliedbythe 
judges at the preeinet; en a form provided for the purpose: illhe ballet must then be plaeed 
ih an envelope matked fidefeetive balletsfl and tetumed te the eeunting eenterl The total 
number efdefeetive ballets mustbe addedte the totals fetthe tespeetive pteeiaets and the 
defective ballets dlspesed e-zf as provided by seetien 9:948:25: 

Sec. 69. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.86, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 
Subd. 2. TRANSPORTATION OF BALLOT CARDS. The judges shall place all 

voted ballot cards, envelepes with wtite—in ballets; defective ballots, and damaged bal- 
lots in the container provided for transporting them to the counting center. The container 
must be sealed and delivered immediately to the counting center by two judges who are 
not of the same major political party. The judges shall also deliver to the counting center 
in a suitable container the unused ballot cards, the spoiled ballot envelope, and the ballot 
envelopes issued to the voters and deposited during the day in the ballot box. 

Sec. 70. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.90,.subdivision 4, is amended toread: 
Subd. 4. ABSENTEE VOTING. An optical scan voting system may be used for 

absentee voting asleng as;T_l1<: county auditor may supply an appropriate marking instru- ment is supplied to the voter along with the ballot. 
Sec. 71. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 206.90, subdivision 6, is amended to read: 
Subd. 6. BALLOTS. In precincts using optical scan voting systems, a single ballot 

card on which all ballot information is included must be printed in black ink on white 
colored material except that marks not to be read by the automatic tabulating equipment 
may be printed in another color ink. 

When optical scan ballots are used, the offices to be elected must appear in the fol- 
lowing order: federal offices; state legislative offices; constitutional offices; proposed 
constitutional amendments; county offices and questions; municipal offices and ques- 
tions; school district ofifices and questions; special district offices and questions; and ju- 
dicial offices. 

On optical scan ballots, me names of candidates E the words “yes” arm “no” for 
ballot questions must be printed as close t_o their corresponding vote targets a_s possible. 
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'I_‘h_e Eng o_n a_n optical scan ballot for write—in votes must contain th_e words “write- Many-” " “ 
Sec. 72. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 207A.03, subdivision 2, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 2. VOTER CERTIFICATION; BALLOT. An individual seeking to vote at 
the presidential primary shall request the ballot of the party for whose candidates the indi- 
vidual wishes to vote. The veter regist-ratien eertifieate er duplieate registration file pol- 
ling place roster for the presidential primary must list the names of the political par—tie_s 
afiearing on the ballot at the presidential primary. Before receiving a ballot, a voter shall 
sign the veteriseertifieateer duplieateregistratienfile polling place roster and shall place 
a eheek mark beside indicate the name of the political party whose ballot the voter re- 
quested. 

Sec. 73. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 211B.14, is amended to read: 

211B.14 DIGEST OF LAWS. 
The secretary of state, with the approval of the attorney general, shall prepare and 

print an easily understandable digest of this chapter and annotations of it. The digest may 
include other related laws and annotations at the discretion of the secretary of state. 

The secretary of state shall distribute the digest to candidates and committees 
through the county auditor or otherwise as the secretary of state considers expedient. A 
copy of the digest and, if appropriate, a financial reporting form and a certification of fil: 
@cFnTn"1ust be firfimted to each candidate by the filirTg7)_fficer at the time ma FE 
E1‘1cli—d—ate7s_a—ffi~cl“avit o_f candid—ac—y—Efiled. 

— —— -1 _ — —“ __- 
Sec. 74. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 367.03, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. SUPERVISORS, TERMS. Except in towns operating under option 
A or in towns operating as provided in subdivision 4, three supervisors shall be elected in 
each town at the town general election as provided in this section. Each supervisor shall 
be elected for a term of three years and shall serve until a successor is elected and quali- 
@- _— *__ _ _ 

Sec. 75. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 367.25, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. REQUIREMENT, FEE. Every person elected at a March election 
or appointed to a town office, within ten days after receiving a certificzfibr notice of elec- 
tion or appointment, shall take and subscribe the oath required by law. Persons elected at 
a November election shall take their oath before assuming office. If taken before tlE 
town clerk, the oath sl_1all_l)EnF1i§t§e-cl and certified without fee. 

Sec. 76. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 387.01, is amended to read: 

387.01 QUALIFICATIONS; BOND; OATH. 
Every person who files as a candidate for county sheriff must be licensed as a peace 

officer in this state.Ever—§7p_eEo_n eleeteel e1=a—ppointed to the office (W sheriff MERE 
ifiaaalffinmheidmgacemrteaeersaasraaezyeempetmaemebasieeeamem 
Hahamgiswedbytheexeeufivedkeetme£theMimesempeaeeefii%E&ammgbeMd; 
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effieeenAugust1;197%;shallbeeensideredtebequalifiedandeligibletoeontinuein 
office assheriffandtebereeleetedtethatef£iee=Asheriffwhowitheutgeeel_causedees 
net obtain a certificate ef satisfactory completion as required bythis section shall therea£~ 
terfedefiaflpfivikgwandwmpensafiemtheeffmeefsheriffshahbedwmedvaeang 
andtheeountybeardmayfillsaideffieeataspeeialeleetienealledferthatpurpeseybut 
shall fill said effiee ne later than at the next general elect-ien must become licensed as a 
peace officer before entering upon the duties of the office. BTW? entering upon dufies 
every sheriff shall give bond to the sac in a sum rfi less than $25,000 in counties whose 
population exceeds 150,000, and not less than $5,000 in all other counties, to be approved 
by the county board, conditioned that the sheriff will well and faithfully in all things per- 
form and execute the duties of office, without fraud, deceit, or oppression, which bond, 
with an oath of office, shall be filed for record with the county recorder. 

Sec. 77. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 388.01, is amended to read: 

388.01 ELECTION; QUALIFICATIONS; TERM. 
There shall be elected in each county a county attorney who shall be learnedin the 

licensed to practice law in this state, and whose term of office shall be four years and until 
a successdr qualifies. B§o_r—e‘enTing upon duties the county attorney shall take an oath. 
The oath must be filed for record with the county recorder. 

Sec. 78. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 626.846, subdivision 6, is amended to 
read: 

Subd. 6. A person seeking election to the office of sheriff must be licensed a_s a gage 
officer. A pe§on seeking election 91: appointment to the offic%sheriff, or seeking ap- 
pointment to the position of chief law enforcement officer, as defined by the rules of the 
board, after June 30, 1987, must be licensed or eligible to be licensed as a peace officer. 
The person shall submit proof of peace officer licensure or eligibility as part of the ap- 
plication for office. A person elected or appointed to the office of sheriff or the position of 
chief law enforcement officer shall be licensed as a peace officer during the person’s term 
of office or employment. 

Sec. 79. REPEALER. 
Minnesota Statutes 1996, sections 204D.15, subdivision 2; 206.065; 206.56, subdi- 

visions 4, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 15; 206.60; 206.61, subdivisifis 2, 6, 7, and 8; 206.63; 
206.64,§Jatfifi§iEn’Z7)E@fio6.68"5; 206.69; 206.70; 20671? 2o6—.72T 206.73; 
206.74; 206.75; 206.76; 206.77; 206.84, subdivisions 2, 4, and 5; and 211B.11, subdivi- 
§i_o_n 5 Q repealed. ———— — _ 

Presented to the governor May 12, 1997 
Signed by the governor May 13, 1997, 10:25 a.m. 
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