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CHAPTER 138-—H.F.No. 2179 
An act relating to education; formulating a statewide testing and reporting system; requiring 

the state board of education to amend certain educational testing rules; proposing coding for new 
law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 121. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [121.l113] STATEWIDE TESTING AND REPORTING SYSTEM. 
Subdivision 1. STATEWIDE TESTING. (a) The commissioner, with advice from 

experts with appro_priate technical qualifications]-rrdeiperience and staI<§1olders, §h_a1I 
include Ertlre comprehensive assessment systemjfor each graclc=,—level to be testecT§ 
single stiefide norm—-referenced or criterion—refe—r_<:_n—c:Ttes-tT"()r§)rH)i_rr_a1tic>_—r1_<E 3 
norm—-referenced and a criterion—referenced test, which shafia Eghly correlated {M 
the state’s graduatifir standards and administeted annual_137to~a1l students in the thfi 
fifth, and eighth grades. The corTuissioner shall establish o_rfe7;r more mo3tlTs—during 
whicl1—s?hools shall admifier the tests to studTts each schoT)fy?ar. The Minnesota ba- 
sic skills tests irfieading and m—athEnRic—s shall fulfi-ll_students’efghfi—g‘rade testing}? 
E1-irementr 

_ _— _— __ 

(b) In addition, at the secondary level, districts-shall assess student performance in 
all refimd learning aféis‘ and selected required stan(hrTs within each area of the profiles 
o—flearning. The testing instruments and testing process shall be determined by the com- 
missioner. Tgresults shall be aggregated at the site and d_isTrict_1eve1. The tesfig—shal1 be 
administered beginning t_—h__e 1999-2000~ school year Ed thereafier 

(c) The comprehensive assessment system E include an evaluation of school site 
and school district performance levels during the 1997—1998?chool year and therealfi 
Es_i_ng E established performance baseline dev—<sloped from students"_t'e—st~sFores under 
this section that records, at a minimum, students’ unweighted mean tes—t.scores in each 
tested subjecjr second pgrformance baseline that reports, at a rninim_u?n, the samehr: 
weighted mean—test scores of only those students‘-enrolled iffthe school byfinuary 1-3‘ 
the previous SCIEI year, :E<i—aThird performance baselinefiat reportgthe same—uh: 
Weighted test scores cEaT1_smer_1t§E§r_cept those students receivin-g limited l§glish profi: 
ciency in§rIIction. TTfe7§valuation also shall record separately, in proximity to the per- 
formance baselinesjfe percentagefi Eu-cl?=,nts who are eligibleto receive aE(:e—c>r_-re: 
duced price school rr1<a—al, demonstrate_limited Effg.1"i§lfiroficienc3T, or are eligibIe t_o E: 
file special education services. 

_ _— - -- 
(d) In addition to the testing fl reporting requirements under paragraphs (a), (b), 

and (5,138 commissEJrE, in consultation with the state board of education, shalli—rElhde 
m€fcTl1oWng components E the statewide~eH1(TiorTaccourit'ability and pfi>E:Te_p3rT 
fig system: 

_ — - 
(1) uniform statewide testing of all third, fifth, eighth, and post-—eighth grade stu- 

dents-With exemptions, only with pfiefi or guardian approval, from the testing requ-Tr; 
EIIISHW for those ver3rfTv$dents for—whom the student’s inEclr1—al education plan 
team i1T1_d—er~se<:tfi 1W1’fi1bdivision*2‘, determfigs that the student is incapable ofEk—— 
ing a statewide test, or a limited Englishproficiency stE$eht—under section 126.262_,sEt; 
di-v'i‘s'ion 

_2_, tlETtt1&1it @ bin th_e United States for fewer than 12 months antfici 
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whom special language barriers exist, such as the student’s native language does not have 
E written form pr fl1_e_ district does n_ot have access '9 appropriate interpreter services fg 
lg student’s native language; 

(_22 educational indicators fiat cg be aggregated an_d compared across school 
tricts and across time on a statewide basis; 

(1) students’ scores 93 the American College Test; 

Q participation in the National Assessment of Educational Progress so that the 
state En benchmark iL§_perTor1nance against the natmn and other states, and, where pos- 
sible, against other countries, and contribute t_o _tlE national effort t_o monitor achieve- 
ment; an_d 

Q basic skills and advanced competencies connecting teaching an_d learning t(_J 
high academic standards, assessment, Ed transitions t_o citizenship £1 employment. 

(e) Districts must report exemptions under paragraph (1), clause (1), to me commis- 
sioner consistent with E format provided b_y th_e commissioner. 

Subd. 2. DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, FAMILIES, AND LEARNING 
ASSI?IXNT3E. The department of children, families, and learning shall contract for pro- 
fessional and technical services according to competitive bidding procedures under 
chapter 1_6—_l?T_@ purposes _of section.

_ 
Subd. 3. REPORTING. The commissioner shall report test data publicly and to 

stakeholderg including the thréefperformance baseT1Es develfifidm stIident—s’—11r: 
weighted mean test scor<2s—in each tested subject and a listing of demog7p-hic factors EH 
strongly correlate with studerfperfonnance. The commissioner shall also report dataE 
compares performance results among school sites, school districts, Minnesota and other 
states, and Minnesota and other nations. The commissioner shall disseminate tfimools 
and sclfil districts a—r'fi5re comprehenfie report contamimestmg infonnation that 
meets l_o_c§l needs _fg_ evaluating instruction and curriculum. 

_- 

Sec. 2. PASSING SCORE. 

L) l_3y September 1, 1997, £13 state board pf education shall amend Minnesota 
Rules, part 3501.0180, subparts _2_ arm g t_o adjust Q13 passing scores E die state mathe- 
matics agl reading tests for students entering the ninth grade in 1998. This amendment 
must be done in the manfi specified Minne—s()ta Statutes, section 14.386, paragraph 

Q2 The state board 9_f education may subsequently amend mle according t_o Q13 
provisions o_f Minnesota Statutes, chapter 

Sec. 3. REPORT. 
The commissioner of children, families, and learning shall report to the education 

comm-i—tt_ees of the legislefiiire by February 1, 19_9‘_8, that the pr_oE)sed asse—ssTn_ent process 
under sectionfllfiibdivision lfiaragraph (b_), appro_[fiiteTy measures students’ perform— 
ance on the profile of learning and can demonstrate that the proposed assessment process 
@133 ready :3 sfitewide impjnientation beginning E t_h_e 1999-2000 school yEar_. 

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
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This act effective th_e (Lfl following final enactment. 
Presented to the governor May 9, 1997 
Signed by the governor May 12, 1997, 11:20 a.m. 

CHAPTER 139——S.F.No. 995 

VETOED 

CHAPTER 140——S.F.No. 641 
An act relating to utilization review organizations; requiring a peer of the treating mental 

health or substance abuse provider to re view a utilization review organization is determination not to 
certify a mental health or substance abuse service; amending Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 
62M.09, subdivision 3, and by adding a subdivision. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 62M.09, subdivision 3, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 3. PHYSICIAN REVIEWER INVOLVEMENT. A physician must review 
all cases in which the utilization review organization has concluded that a determination 
not to certify for clinical reasons is appropriate. The physician should be reasonably 
available by telephone to discuss the determination with the attending physician. This 
subdivision does not apply to outpatient mental health or substance abuse services go? 
er_n£cl_ 131 sutfifxiisfi 5 ‘ “ “ 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 62M.09, is amended by adding a subdivi- 
sion to read: 

Subd. 3a. MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE REVIEWS. A peer 
of the treatifi mental health or substance abuse provider or a physician must revie\x7m_- 
-q_ue_sE for outpatient servicesfil which the utilization reVieTvbrganizatio1Tl1§ concluded 
that a daermination not to cert—ify a mefil health or substance abuse servic—e for clinical 
m—as3ns is appropriatefpfinvided that any final det—€rmination not to certify tr-Eatment is made by; psychiatrist certified bytTa K_m€—rie3n Board of Psycfitfy and Neurology, and 
appropriately licensed in the stat_e in which the psychiafiist resides. Notwithstanding_tlE 
notification requireme1—1tsfis—e(3t_i()_r1 62M.0§a utilization review organization that IE; made an initial decision to c—ertify in accordance with the requirements of section @4706 
may elect to provide notification of a determination to continue coverage through facsim- 
il_e or mail. 

Presented to the governor May 9, 1997 
Signed by the governor May 12, 1997, 11:06 a.m. 

New language is indicated by under-line, deletions by strileeeue

Copyright © 1997 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                


