
411 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1995 Ch. 145 

gig Treasugg o_f tli_e United States 9; g delegate ggg th_e ffig officers grg autho- 
rized tg develop g method which permits entry Q previously @ notices gf Q1; 
gggl pig _l_igp_s_ i_i_i__tg gig computerized database system. Should th_e Secretary o_f gig 
Treasug E E filing officers decide gp implement g method, entry 9_f previ- 
m1s_1xm§__n0tices0_t"__federa1teA@£iauzflman§_~z@sandms£1lLrysQtt2 
pf gig original document $a_ll _bg maintained. 

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 272.488, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

gglgdg _6_. OFFICIAL INDEX. @ index _ig gig computerized filing system 
g gpg official igd_eg o_f federal gag li<:_n§ £ge_d_ gig; gig secretagy 91" _SE under s_gg 
t_igp 272.483, paragraph (g)_, clause Q); @ official i_ig1gJg gf federal E g Egg; 
o_rg_s f_o_r gig county recorders a_re_ those indices required l_3y chapter §8_6 gn_d s_eg; 
ggp 272.483, paragraph (g), clause QL 

Sec. 10. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Sections 1 pg 2 gig effective gig _c_1_a_i)g following final enactment. 

Presented to the governor May 8, 1995 
Signed by the governor May 10, 1995, 10:22 am. 

CHAPTER l45—H.F.N0. 1402 
An act relating to motor vehicles; authorizing issuance of original license plates 20 or 

more years old to a registered passenger automobile; authorizing registrar to charge a fee; 
amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, sections 168.12, by adding a subdivision; and 169.79. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 168.12, is amended by adding a 

subdivision to read: 

Subd. Q ORIGINAL LICENSE PLATES. (g) Qp application 9__i_‘ gig owner 
g_r_ig i_n lie_u 9_f issuing license plates under subdivision 1 fig g vehicle registered 
a_n<1 Egg Q g passenger automobile, LE registrar mg! assign _t_g mg vehicle gr_ig; 
Q11 Minnesota number plates issued ip jug same ygzg Q gig model y_egi_' o_f gig 
vehicle, _i_f Q) tfi original license plates §_r_e_ Q1 lgagt ;Q ygefi glg, Q) th_e owner o_f 
t_l;g vehicle lig_s_ @ original license plates Q possession gt; gi_e t_ipi_g o_f mg applica- 
ggg ggg Q) gig owner provides @ license plate number _t_q gig registrar. 

(Q) License plates displayed under jg subdivision, including tabs gi_i_q stick- 
gig applied t_o tfi plates, must gg clearly legible gpg must l_3g displayed gt gig 
front and rear of the vehicle. 
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Q) _'l_l1§_ registrar _s_hg_l_l n_ot assign th_e number 9p ’th_e original license plates t_o_ 
;l_1g vehicle if t_h_e registrar determines th_at ;h_e_: number pp me original p1_at§ i_s 

identical t_o _t_he_ number Q fly current license @ i_n _t_1_1§ numbering system 
ps_<:(l py tpe registrar. A person currently using license plates issued py thp gpgg 
gag _C£l_ th_e vehicle spgll return those license plates t_o tl1_e registrar before display- 
i_r_ig original license plates under th_is subdivision. 

~~~

~
~
~ (Q) Notwithstanding subdivision 1, pp original license plate whose number 

fig been assigned under g13_i_s subdivision may pp displayed f<_)_r g_s_ long Q Q 
license plates, including tabs gig stickers Q th_e plates, gm clearly legible. 

~~~ 

(ye) Notwithstanding subdivision 1, original license plates assigned under 
_tp_i_s_ subdivision rfli p9_t pgzg 2_1 til; 9; sticker Q indicate th_e month g fly 9_f 
registration i_f t_h_e vehicle carries _t_l§ registration certificate issued under section 
168.11 a_t a_H times when _tp_q vehicle lg operated pp th_e public highways. ~~~

~ (Q The registrar may charge Q fie £95 receiving gp application and assigning 
original license plate numbers. 

~~ Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 169.79, is amended to read: 

169.79 VEHICLE REGISTRATION. 

~

~ 
No person shall operate, drive or park a motor vehicle on any highway 

unless the vehicle is registered in accordance with the laws of this state and has 
the number plates for the current year only, except as provided i_p section 
168.12, subdivision gf, as assigned to it by the commissioner of public safety, 
conspicuously displayed thereon in a manner that the view of any plate is not 
obstructed. If the vehicle is a semitrailer, the number plate displayed must be 
assigned to the registered owner and correlate to the certificate of title documen- 
tation on file with the department and shall not display a year indicator. If the 
vehicle is a motorcycle, motor scooter, motorized bicycle, motorcycle sidecar, 
trailer, semitrailer, or vehicle displaying a dealer plate, one plate shall be dis- 
played on the rear thereof; if the vehicle is a truck-tractor, road-tractor or farm 
truck, as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 17, but excluding from that def- 
inition semitrailers and trailers, one plate shall be displayed on the front thereof; 
if it is any other kind of motor vehicle, one plate shall be displayed on the front 
and one on the rear thereof. All plates shall be securely fastened so as to prevent 
them from swinging. The person driving the motor vehicle shall keep the plate 
legible and unobstructed and free from grease, dust, or other blurring material so 
that the lettering shall be plainly visible at all times. License plates issued to 
vehicles registered under section 168.017 must display the month of expiration 
in the lower left corner as viewed facing the plate and the year of expiration in 
the lower right corner as viewed facing the plate.

~ 
~~~ 

~~~
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Presented to the governor May 8, 1995 
Signed by the governor May 10, 1995, 10:45 am.
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