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Presented to the governor May 4, 1995 
Signed by the governor May 5, 1995, 9:05 a.m. 

CHAPTER l24—H.F.No. 54 
An act relating to state government; directing the governor, attorney general, and other 

public oflicers to perform certain duties in regard to certain waters and public lands; propos- 
ing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 1 and 84B. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [1.0451] LIMITS ON CONSENT TO FEDERAL ACQUISI- 

TIONS OF LANDS IN ST. LOUIS, LAKE, AND COOK COUNTIES; 
WATER AND LAND OWNERSHIP; DUTIES OF STATE OFFICIALS. 

Subdivision 1, OWNERSHIP OF NAVIGABLE WATERS AND BEDS. 
Pursuant t_o applicable federal @ state l_2_tw under which Minnesota E admit- 
tgi Q th_e union Q ELI footing E original _1§ states, navigable waters 
§_n_d their b_e<_1_§ located within gs; exterior boundaries pf tl1_e g owned py E §t_ay;_. I_n _a few limited circumstances, _a_s_ ip section 1.044, relating t_o ’th_e 

Upper Mississippi Wildlife g E Refuge, Q state E expressly granted it_s 
consent @ concurrent iurisdiction t_o E United States t_c_> acquire interests i_n 
water, _a_s E Q l2_1pyi_, £9; _Z_1_ 

limited pugpose £1 i_n gllg limited p._r§a described pi 
it_s consent. Unlike section 1.044, 1:h_e consent granted lg th_e state i_n section 
1.045 Q acguisitions py Q United States E th_e Superior National Forest i_s 
limited t_o land only. Lite state lg never ceded t_o tl1_e United States, either 
expressly Q implicitly, Q ownership o_f a_ipi_ jurisdiction E E navigable 
waters _ap<_l E peg th_at gg located within fig exterior boundaries 9_f fig fin; 

Subd. A STATE OWNERSHIP OF AND JURISDICTION OVER CER- 
TAIN LANDS. Pursuant t_o tl1_e Organic E gig’; created jt_h_e territogy o_f Minne- 
gt_2_1_ (Ag 9;‘ Congress, March 1, 1849, 2 §t_2yt_. ply, La, section 113), E th_e 
Enabling Apt t_l_1_gt authorized the people 9_f the territory _o_f Minnesota t_o estab- @ th_e o_f Minnesota fie; _o_f Congress, Februagy E, 1857, Q St; _(_:_l_1_._ _6_(_), 

section L E paragraph), federal public domain lands located jp sections _l_6 @ 3_6 i_n evegy township a_t ’th_e fig pf statehood were granted t_o _t_lE state _fb_r E g o_f schools, together @ equivalent l_a_n_d located i_n other sections if _s_e_c_- fig l_6_ g E E been disposed _o_f before statehood. I_n conformity w_i1l__1_ _t_l§ 

terms o_t‘tl1_e federal grant, thg citizens o_f Minnesota, by constitution, article _l__lJ 
section §, have dedicated Q proceeds from th_e @ g disposition o_f fig 
school gfl lands, a_pc_l E proceeds iii E @ _o_r 9%" disposition 91' lapg 
subsequently received from £13 United States under swampland grants, t_g public 
school purposes. _}§y constitution, article l_l_, sections § an_d Q, th_e disposition pf 
school gpg swampland gar; lands, freguently referred t_o gs tgst gig lands, i_s_ 
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limited te §a_le a_t public auction o_r exchange. Roughly 100,000 acres o_f state- 
owned, mostly t_res_t fund land, _ie located within gee portion o_f _t_h__e_ Superior 
National Forest t:li_z11 ie described a_s fie Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder- 
_IiSS._ Much Q E state-owned E Lupe % e_s_ ysfll ee fie; state-owned lgig 
ma_t i_s tax-forfeited a_n<i_ i_§ hfl i_1_1_ trust Q local taxing districts, i_s high-value 
lakeshore pee % st_a§ _lEs_ het disposed o_f these lands t_o_ jg United States 
ehel @ he; ceded jurisdiction eye_r_ these lands, either expressly Q implicitly, t_o 
hie United States. 

Subd. _§_. DUTIES OF CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS AND OTHER 
STATE OFFICIALS. he fie discharge ef their oflicial duties, ‘th_e governor, 
attorney general, constitutional oflicers, _2g1_d_ other public oflicials, flit a_s 
fie commissioner o_f natural resources, §h_21ll vigorously assert £1 defend i_n _al_l 
forums, t_l1e_ state’s ownership 9_f gee jurisdiction eye; t_h_e_ navigable waters eryd 
Lhe_fi.Q§%L11§%LLu_S££umi§L1Q§£1Qlimd_Sh§l§i21@@12Lfl__staXin slit 
tricts located i_n Lhe Superior National Forest, th_e natural resources related t_o 
t_he_s»t: lands, waters, en_d_ tide, ei_i_gi_ the associated rights ef ghe etete ye i_t§ eiei; 
gehe arising from E state’s ownership eg jurisdictional interests he these 
lands, waters, a_ne beds. he furtherance o_f their duties, th_e governor, attorney 
general, other constitutional oflicers, eg other public officials shall, additionally, 
he especially cognizant o_f eh_e f_re§ rights o_f travel afforded t_o citizens o_f Minne- 
§et_a _an_d others under t_h_(; Webster-Ashburton Treaty (proclaimed November Q, 
1842) eh_d_ 1h_e Root-Bryce Treaty (proclaimed gm l_3, 19101 g international 
ehel associated boundary waters. Also, i_h furtherance e_f their duties, i_n, a_ny 
exchange er other disposition ef state-owned la1_ngl_ located within ;h_e Boundary 
Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, fie governor, attorney general, s_ta1e auditor, 
commissioner 91‘ natural resources, ehet @ eir public oflicial involved i_r1_ s_ueh 
matters ehah he especially cognizant 9_f ghe h_igh value o_f tli_e lakeshore a_n_d_ other 
state legd located within ghe area.

~ 

Sec. 2. [84B.061] STATE JURISDICTION OVER RAINY LAKE AND OTHER NAVIGABLE WATERS; DUTIES OF GOVERNOR, ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, AND OTHER PUBLIC OFFICERS. 

Ae reguired hy chapter §_4l_B erg fire ec_t pf Congress authorizing Voyageurs 
National Ijegle, @ _s31_t_e 91‘ Minnesota donated i_h excess o_f 35,000 acres pf state 
egg e_t_h_eg publicly-owned h1_n_d fee tl1_e tfl, roughly one-fourth pf @ la_r_i_c1 gee 
_Q_f t_h_e pfl §_t_ Q go_s1 0_f_Qv_f=1” $5,000,000 t_o _tl1_§ state. More my 24,000 acres o_f 
eh_is_ len_d wa_s §_t_a_te t_r_u_s_t fund l_a_rg which the state condemned before making i_t_s_ 
donation. Pursuant Lg section 84B.O6, lands donated hy elle s_‘tz1_te a_l<)_r_1g yyifl 
other lands acquired hy th_e national p_a_rl<_ service fee the peg _v_s/e_re made §_1_1_tt 
leg te concurrent jurisdiction hy ghe _seet_e @ the United States under section 
1.041. he making these donations none o_f the navigable waters within LIE@ 
a_rg th_e lands under them have been donated te flie United States. These naviga- Q waters include me following: Rainy, Kabetotzama Namakan, Sand Point, 
5131 Crane lakes. Pursuant t_o applicable federal erg state leyy, navigable waters 
ehel @ be_ds‘, a_re owned hy LE state. Ownership o_f _a_r_1_<_i_ jurisdiction _o_ve; these 
waters eh_d tli_ei_i; heele h_ae erg been ceded hy ehe state, either expressly Q‘ implic- 
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i_t_1yA to th_e United States. Unlike section 1.044 relating gt tlg Upper Mississippi 
Wildlife a_nd fish Refuge, where gig state expressly granted tt_s consent aid juris- 
diction tg tlte United States t(_> acquire interests i_n water, a_s tv_e_1l a_s lag; gig 
consent granted _b_y Qg state i_n section 84B.06 t_o acquisitions by gift United 
States to_r Voyageurs National Park i_s limited '9 land, only. tn me discharge _o_f 
their official dutig, mg governg, attorney generat other constitutional ofiicfi 
a_n_c_l_ public oflicials, E Q me commissioner o_f natural resources, $a_lt 
vigorously assert a_n_g defend, i_n gfl forums, mg state’s ownersm _o_f_' @ jurisdic- 
t_i9_1t get tl1_es_<_e waters gig their gig an_d related natural resourcg, together with 
associated rights o_f the §t_21’t_e a_n_d ttg citizens arising from t_h£ state’s ownerslg 
a_n_ct jurisdiction. In discharging their duties tt1_e governor, attorney general, other 
constitutional oflicerg g other public officials shall additionally, E especially 
cognizant o_f LIE _f;e_§ rights _c_>_i_' travel afforded tg citizens gt‘ Minnesota gig others 
under tfi Webster-Ashburton Treaty (proclaimed November tg, 184;) ar1_d fie 
Root—Bryce Treaty (proclaimed May l_31 1910) 93 international a_n_gl_ associated 
boundary waters. Also, in furtherance o_f duties under Q1_i_s section, tfi commis- 
sioner gt’ natural resources flag continue i_n effect ’th_e commercial removal 9_f 
rough fi_st1t as defined tn section 97A.Ol5, subdivision £34 from these waters, 
together @ any rights Q Q §9_ possessed l_)y a_ny person Q Januafl L 199; §g @g as t_h_e commissioner determines E @ taking ts desirable to the manage- 
ment 9_f t_h_e ELM Elfin 

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

SgtiLm_ t gn_(t g ate ict_i_v_e the gy following titxal enactment. 
Presented to the governor May 8, 1995 
Became law without the govemor’s signature May 11, 1995 

CHAPTER 125—H.F.No. 354 

An act relating to utilities; allowing small gas utility franchises an exemption from rate 
regulation for incidental utility service; amending Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 2l6B.l6, 
subdivision 12. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1994, section 2l6B.l6, subdivision 12, is 

amended to read: 

Subd. 12. EXEMPTION FOR SMALL GAS UTILITY FRANCHISE. ta) 
A municipality may file with the commission a resolution of its governing body 
requesting exemption from the provisions of this section for a public utility that 
is under a franchise with the municipality to supply natural, manufactured, or 
mixed gas and that serves 650 or fewer customers in the municipality as long as 
the public utility serves no more than a total of 2,000 customers. 
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