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CHAPTER 585—S.F.No. 1841 

An act relating to commerce; consumer protection; regulating the sale of dogs and cats 
by per dealers; prescribing penalties; providing remedies; proposing coding for new law in 
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 325F. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE’ STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [325F.79] DEFINITIONS. 

E_o_r pugposes pf sections 1 t_o _3_, t3 following definitions apply: 
(3) “Animal” means Q dog, wholly g i_p part o_f mg species Canis familiaris, g g gag, wholly Q‘ i_n part 9_f'tl1_e species Felis domesticus. 
(13) ilfpt dealer” means a_n1 person, firm, partnership, corporation, g associ- 

ation, including breeders, tha_t i__s_ reguired gp collect §gk:_s ta_x fig tfi Llp o_f gi- 
ma_ls ‘Q E public. E dealer d_oe_s n_o_t include humane societies, nonprofit 
prganizations performing tl1_e functions o_f humane societies, Q animal control 
agencies. 

(Q) “Breeder” means fly person, firm, partnership, cogporation, p_r_ associa- 
tion that breeds animals fpr direct g indirect ggg _tp th_e public. 

Q) “Broker” means 3 person, firm, partnership, corporation, _o_r_ association 
that purchases animals Q resale tp other brokers Q‘ pe_t dealers. 

(g) “Health problem” means a_ny disease, illness, pg congenital pr hereditag 
condition which would impair t_l§ health 9; function 9_ftl1_e animal tl_1a_t i_s appar- 
gpt a_t £133 grpp o_f gig, pg which should have been apparent 19 ’th_e seller from tpg 
veterinary history o_f tpe animal. 

(9 “Veterinarian” means g licensed veterinarian i_p th_e state o_f Minnesota. 

Sec. 2. [325F.791] SALES OF DOGS AND CATS. 
Subdivision L DISCLOSURE. Evegg g dealer shall deliver ‘pg each retail 

purchaser o_f all animal written disclosure Q follows: 
(a) E name, address, Q51 USDA license number pf flip breeder a_nd £11 

broker \_t/Lg l_1p§ gig possession o_f tl1_e animal; t_h_e_ £135 o_f tl'i_e anima1’s birth-, gh_e 
£1319 t_l§ ;Let dealer received thp animal‘ gig breed, s;, color, @ identifying 
marks Q‘ tfi anim_a_l; gig individual identifying Qg, tattoo, g collar number‘, Lhg 
name gig registration number pf Q si_re_ _zm_cl_ ggrp app th_e Litg number‘, a_ng a_ 
record pf inoculations, worming treatments, gig medication received pg glg 3133 
m_al whflg i_n fie possession 91' 1:3 fit dealer. 

(Q) A statement signed l_)y thg @ dealer t_h_a1 tfi animal pg Q known 
health problem, 9; §._ statement signed 13}; th_e p_<=.t dealer disclosing fly known 
health problem % Q statement signed pp p veterinarian meg recommends nec- 
essai_'1 treatment. 
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Ihp disclosure shall pp made part pf t_h_e statement 9_f consumer rights set 
forth i_n_ subdivision 1_(). The disclosure required _ip paragraph (a) need g>_t l_)p 

made for mixed breed animals if the information is not available and cannot be 
determined py E pet dealer. 

Subd. _2_t RECORDS. @ IE dealer shall maintain, fig; ppe year, a copy o_f 
tlte, statement pf consumer rights delivered Q th_e purchaser. 

Subd. _3t REGISTRATION. A pgt dealer % represents Q animal § eligi- 
l_)l_e fg registration @ gt animal pedigree organization gall provide thp _r_e_tpfl 
purchaser, within ffl g1_ay_s Q‘ t‘1_1_1_a_l payment, fig documents necessagy @ pegig 
tration. _I_f_' these documents p_r_g po_t received from t@ ppt dealer, t_h_§ purchaser 
tn_ay retain _’th_e animal @ receive a refund pf _5p percent o_f t_h_e_ purchase price, 
pg return t_l§a_ animal, a_1<>_r_1_g yyfl a_ll documentation previously provided, a_n_ct 

receive 2_1 §u_ll refund. E ppt dealer §_h_a_l1 pgt _b_e responsible t‘9_r_ delays i_n tegi_s_-_ 
tration which age t_h_e result pf persons glfl E tl1_e ppt dealer. 

Subd. __4, HEALTH. _1}I_g animal _n_1_ay _b_e_ ofl‘ered Q gtlp py e_1 broker g pg 
dealer t9_ Q retail purchaser until tl1_e animal @ p_e_e_r_1 examined py g veterinar- 
ja_r_1, 1 veterinarian py flip broker _sl_tetl_l t1_9_t l_)p Qt; gimp veterinarian ps_e_c_l 
lpy ‘th_e at dealer. I_f tpp peg dealer §_ mt tl_1p breeder pf t:h_e animal, efllt animal gig pg examined within ty/p gys _a_ft§§ receipt pt‘ tl_1p animal by a pet dealer fld 
within Q gays pt‘ de1ivex_'y o_f the animal tp Q purchaser l_)y t_l_1_g p_e_t_ dealer. 1 Qst pt‘ tl_1p examination gpafl lg tg py _th_e p_e_t_ dealer. 

Subd. _; RESPONSIBILITIES OF PURCHASER. _'l_"p obtain tl1_e remedies 
provided i_n subdivision §, th_e purchaser E @ respect t_o Q animal yv__it_h_ gt 
health problem: 

(3) Notify flip pet dealer, within tvyg business days, _Q_ft_i_1_Q diagnosis py _a yet; 
erinarian pf §_ health problem gr_1_¢_i_ provide thp p_e_t dealer with me name a_n_ct tele- 
phone number _o_f_‘ t_lt(_: veterinarian @131 g copy o_ftt1_e veterinarian’s report Q fie 
animal. 

pp) _If E purchaser wishes t_9_ receive a £u_ll refund £9; th_e animal, return tli_e 
animal pg later than tvyg business days after receipt pf _a written statement from 
p veterinarian indicating ttip animal i_s unfit glpg Q a health problem. 

With respect tp a dead animal _t_il§ purchaser must provide E at dealer gt 
written statement from a veterinarian, indicating t_h_e_ animal died from a_1 health 
problem which existed 9p g before thp receipt pf th_e animal py tlg purchaser. 

Subd. _§ RIGHTS OF THE PURCHASER. Li; within tip galp E receipt 
pf _t_1§ animal by th_e purchaser, §._ veterinarian states, i_n writing, tpa_t J5 animal 
ha§a_Ir;2IEhm9bl;rn_%2>1sL9§i2mea1i_malatm_ethn_e9fQ2li1<:x,gru” 
within E ypzg _a_t_‘t_eg receipt o_f t_l3p animal py t_h_e purchaser, a veterinarian 
states, pt writing, that the animal h_a_s gltgd pt i_s tl_l g1_u_p tg a he-reditar_*y 9; congen- @ defect, g i_s Qt pt’t_h_;c_ breed t_yp_e_ represented, tl1_e animal gia_l1 Q considered 
12 1122 93.62 mfit M sale at th_e E22 9_f §a1_e_- 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by stri-leeeut.

Copyright © 1992 by the Office of the Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                                



Ch. 585 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1992 2238 

I_n th_e event pp animal gig _d11_e t_o _a health problem which existed ip th_e 
animal at fig t_im_e 91' delivery 19 fie purchaser, tl'i_e @ dealer shag provide ’th_e 
purchaser @ gig 91311; following remedies selected _by fie purchaser: receive Q animal, _o_f equal value, i_f available, ggl reimbursement f_o§ reasonable veteri- 
pa_r_'y fe;es, s_ugp reimbursements n_o_t t_o exceed th_e original purchase price o_f tl_'1_e 
animal; g receive a refund gg‘ tfi @ purchase price. 

I_n jg event o_f e_t health problem, which existed Q 1113 ’ti_me 91" delivery t_o t_h_§ 
purchaser, Q; p_et dealer s_ha_1l provide ;l_1_e purchaser yvfl o_11e 9_f th_e following 
remedies selected py thg purchaser: return th_e animal _t_9_ tl1_e pit dealer Q _2_1_ 

refund o_f flip §u_ll purchase price; exchange th_e animal f_o§ a_p animal o_f t_l_1p gr: 
chaser’s choice o_f equivalent value, providing a_ replacement i_s_ available; o_r 

retain jth_e animal gig receive reimbursement Q reasonable veterina_1_*y fe_e§, 

gpgp reimbursements Q; 39 exceed _t_h_§ original purchase price pf t_l3.p animal. 1 p1;ic:_e o_f veterinagy service _s_igfl Q deemed reasonable i_f gl_i9_ service i_s 
appropriate Q gt; diagnosis _a£i treatment o_f t_hg health problem gn_d thg pr_i_c_e 
_cg“tl1_e service i_s_ comparable ;_o_ E o_f similar service rendered py other veteri- 
narians i_p proximity t_o gig treating veterinarian. 

Subd. _7_. RIGHTS OF PET DEALER. & refund, replacement, 9_r reim- 
bursement o_f veterinagy _f_L$_ shall Q reguired E a_ny E 9; more o_t'tl1_e follow- 
Qg conditions exist: 

(a) The health problem g death resulted from maltreatment, neglect, g Q 
disease contracted while Qp possession 9_f t_l_1_e purchaser, Q from an inju1_'y 
sustained subsequent ftp receipt Q‘ fie animal py E purchaser. 

(p) Q veterinarian’s statement wag provided t_q flip purchaser pursuant Q 
subdivision _l_, paragraph (p); which disclosed _th_e health problem fcg whichE 
purchaser seeks t_o return tl1_e animal. 

(Q) 111; purchaser E _t9_ carry pu_t recommended treatment prescribed py 
_t_lE examining veterinarian, pursuant pg subdivision _1_, paragraph QL 

Subd. ; CONTEST. (Q) I_n fie event gig; a pet dealer wishes t_o contest a 
demand fp; gig relief specified i_n subdivision 2; g Q, th_e ]& dealer rfly reguire 
3133 purchaser t_o produce ]:_h_e animal f_o_r_ examination pr autopsy py Q veterinar- 
iap designated py ghp E dealer. & peg dealer gy th_e c_o_s1 pf 11;; exami- 
nation g autopsy. Llw p_et dealer gl_1a_ll 2_1 gigfl o_f recovegy against jg 
purchaser Q" fig E dealer i_s p_o_t obligated t_g provide a remedy under subdivi- 
sion 6. 

Lb) I_f _t_hp pe_t dealer does pg provide Q; relief selected l_)y ‘rh_e purchaser sgt 
forth _ip subdivision _3_ 9; Q, 1l_1_e purchaser may initiate _a court action. 

(Q) The prevailing party i_n ’th_e court action shall have E right 19 recover 
costs pig reasonable attorney fge_s 3); 19 exceed $500. 

Subd. 1 POSTED NOTICE. Evegy p_et dealer shall poit i_n _a prominent 
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location 91‘ tip; facility, e notice, i_r_1 48-point bold-face type, containing tl1_e fqh 
lowing language: 

“Information Q a_1l dogs er_1_d cats i_s available. You a_1*e entitled t_o e 
statement pf consumer rights. Make sure yg receive th_i§ statement 
gt t_he time o_f purchase.” 

Subd. _1_(L STATEMENT OF CONSUMER RIGHTS. Evegy gt dealer 
shall provide the retail purchaser e written notice pf rizhts which L111 b_e signed 
l_)y t_he purchaser, acknowledging thfi hhe purchaser E reviewed _t_h_e notice, gig 
signed hy th_e pee dealer certifying ghe accuracy 9_f ghe information contained ip 
fi;Agig299g92x.s£Ifll£:2tam24hxt£.wQ§arLzat1§9mgh/9219212222 
chaser. I_h_e notice §hel_l he _i_h 16-point bold-face typ_e_ _ap_d_ §l_1g_ll etfl erg follows: 

:4 STATEMENT Q MINNESOTA LAW GOVERNING 
THE SALE QE DOGS AND CATS 

_'Il1e s_a_le pf glpge epd @ i§ subiect tp consumer protection regula- 
tions. Minnesota i_§.\_’V_ in; provides safeguards _tp protect IE dealers 
e_i_1g_ animal purchasers. Attached i_s_ e copy o_f Minnesota Statutes, 
section 325F.79. Contained within @ le_1_Vy i_s e statement _o_f yp_u_r 

Lite statement pf consumer rights shall glgp contain gp have attached pie 
disclosures required under subdivision _l_. 

Subd. _l_l_._ LIMITATION. Nothing i_h t_h_i§_ subdivision limit the rights Q remedies which Q otherwise available t_g e purchaser under fly other leg/_._ 
A_r_1y agreement g contract py e purchaser _t_g waive apy rights under t_h_i_§ chapter 
@311 he pph efl ypi_d_ egg E lg unenforceable. 

Sec. 3. [325F.792] ADDITIONAL PENALTIES. 
Subdivision L CRIMINAL PENALTY. A violation o_f epy United States 

Department pf Agriculture statute _C_)_l_‘ regulation covering animal breeders g 
groomers, gt dealers, 9_r the transportation o_f dogs o_r _g_z_1_t§ i_s e misdemeanor. 

Subd. _2; CIVIL PENALTY. (e) A gt dealer who: 
(_I_)_ sells Q animal without delivery 9_f E disclosure required i_n section _2_, 

L1ivis_i0_I1 I; 

Q) fails Lg maintain fie records required hy section ;, subdivision Q; 
Q) fails t_o provide registration papers g provided i_n section A subdivision 

3; 

(3) fails t_o make g provide payment Q th_e examinations reguired hy3 
$1011 A .s11flv_i§i_<_>2 :1; 
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Q) fails t_o post th_e notice required lpy section g, subdivision 2; g 
_(_Q) fails tp provide th_e_ statement o_f consumer rights required py section A 

subdivision 1_Q, 

i_s subject t_o g civil _ij_n_g o_f pp 39 $1,000 p§_r_ violation. 

(Q) Civil fines collected under t_l_1_i§ subdivision shall Q collected py E court Q turned over _t_g t_h_e prosecuting attorney. 
Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
his a_c_t_ _i_s ficgtiyg December L 
Presented to the governor April 17, l992 

Signed by the governor April 29, 1992, 10:37 a.m. 

CHAPTERV586—S.F.No. 2418 

An act relating to retirement; St. Paul police relief association; validating a change in 
the date on which personal and benefit payments are made. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. ST. PAUL POLICE RELIEF ASSOCIATION; PAYMENT OF 

PENSION AND BENEFIT AMOUNTS. 
Notwithstanding gpy provision pf l_a_vy pg iief‘ association bylaw pp 1h_e. _q9_n_- 

trary, service ali disability pension payments _2@ deceased active memberg 
benefit payments fgpm _t_l;e_ & Egpl police relief association Q payable Q 

advance Q gig balance o_f % month as o_f th_e fi__r_s_t ggy following initial entitle- 
ment _tp t_l§ pension pg benefit @ th_e @ gy pf gpcp month thereafter. I_n 
addition, deceased retired member survivor benefit payments Q payable i_p 

advance Q t_h_§ balance o_f gag month a_s o_f‘tl1_e Q's_t fly 9_f Q1_e_ @ month _f_o_l- 
lowing _t_1'§ @ pf death o_f'tl1_e retired member gig th_e fill ggy o_f gfl month 
thereafter. 

(_b_) This provision does n_o’t authorize th_e payment o_f a service pension 9_r_ 

disability benefit Qg 2_1 survivor benefit fl)_r 33 same month. 
(9 Apy pension g benefit payments made since E §_(_L 1991, E before 

me effective date -9_f1l_1_i_s_ section _o_n_ a_ date earlier than tl1_e _fi_r_s_t Qy o_f'tl1_e follow- 
mg month [kg 3 particular month QE validated. 

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Section I is effective upon approval l_3_y ’th_e pi_ty council o_f t_h_e pi_ty Q"Q 

Paul §n_d compliance with Minnesota Statutes, section 645.021. 
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