
1755 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1989 Ch. 298 

CHAPTER 297~—H.F.No. 1734 
VETOED 

CHAPTER 298—S.F.No. 299 
An act relating to game and fish; providing for restitution for wild animals that are 

illegally killed or injured; restricting expenditures from restitution to replacement and propa- 
gation of wild animals illegally killed or injured; amending Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 
97A.065, by adding a subdivision; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, 
chapter 97A. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 97A.065, is amended by adding 

a subdivision to read: 

Subd. _5_. RESTITUTION FOR WILD ANIMALS. Money collected 
restitution under section Q f_o_r yvjld animals killed, injured, 9; possessed _ip 
violation pf t_h_§ ga_1_n_1g gp_c_l_ figlg lpvys _rr_1_1_1_s_t 

‘pg am py t_l_1p commissioner fig 
pgplpcement, propagation, pg protection 9_i_‘ yv_igl_ animals. 

Sec. 2. [97A.341] RESTITUTION FOR WILD ANIMALS ILLEGALLY 
TAKEN. ’ 

Subdivision _l_. LIABILITY FOR RESTITUTION. A person yv_l_1_g E, 
injures, pg possesses _a yil_d animal Q violation o_f me game _a_np fig aw i_s liable 
gp gig §_t_a_t_e_ _i_‘(_)_1_‘ Qp value 91‘ t3 _vyi_l_d animal gp provided _ip_ Lis section. Species 
afforded protection include members _(_>_f _t_h_e following groups a_s defined lpy 
statute g gplg: ga_rr_1_e_ fi_§l_1_, game birds, fig game, small game, fur—bearing z_1_r_1__i; 

mals, minnows, a_r1d_ threatened 2_1n_d endanggfi animal species. Other animal 
species _rppy peg added py order pf ph_e commissioner g determined after public 
meetings pad notification pf §l_1_e_ chairs o_f t_l1e_ environment E natural resources 
committees _ip t_h_e_ senate gpg house pf representatives. 

Subd. _; ARREST AND CHARGING PROCEDURE. Q) A; enforcement 
oliicer _vy_l39_ arrests g person :9; killing, injuring, _o_r possessing g yvfl animal Q 
violation pf t_h_e ggrpp 2_1p_d fig; la1:ws _rr_1_1yst describe 1“,h_e number, species, pg 
restitution value o_f _w_i_1__(1 animals illegally killed, injured, Q possessed Q fie, 
warrant pg gh_e notice t_o_ appear ip court. 

Q) Q pgr_t pf ’_gh_e charge against _a person arrested _f_‘9_g killing iniuring, g 
possessing g yyilg animal _ip violation pf me game gig L11 l_av§, icy prosecuting 
attorney Egg include g demand _t_h_a1 restitution Q made Lg t_h_e_ gtai Q tl1_e 
value _(_)_f,t_1}_e_ yyig animal killed, iniured, pg possessed. '_I‘_l_1_e_ demand §gr_ restitu- 
tion jg _ip_ addition tp glle criminal penalties otherwise provided E gig violation. 
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Subd. ;._ SENTENCING PROCEDURE. _I_f Q person _i__s_ convicted 91’ pg 
pleads guilty t_o killing iniuring, gg possessing Q _vyi_lg animal i_n violation 9_f th_e 
gflg Qpg E laws, E court must require E person _t_c_>_ my restitution Q Q; 
§_t_Qg E replacement 9_f_‘ gig @ animal QQ gt o_f gig sentence g gtggg i_n 
writing ypy restitution yvgs po_t imposed. :13 w gigy consider t_h_e economic 
circumstances pf tfi person gig i_n E 9_f monetai_*y restitution: prggr mg 
person _tg perform conservation work representing gig amount o_f restitutionE 
v_v_ig Qig th_e propagation pf yv_ilg animals. _I_f;_l§ g1_<_>_i§ gc_>_t_ order Q person tp 
pay restitution; gig court administrator must send Q copy 9_f gi_e prglg t_o 
gig commissioner. 

Subd. 5 AMOUNT OF RESTITUTION. 1 amount 9_f restitution shall 
13 determined py th_e court py Q preponderance gt: t_hg evidence. I_n determining E amount o_f restitution gt; court must consider tfi value o_f th_e wild animal 
under section _Z_t_. 

Subd. g RESTITUTION CREDITED T0 GAME AND FISH FUND. _'lgi_e 
court administrator shall forward restitution collected under Lis section t_o _t_l_ig 

commissioner pf finance and tgg commissioner shall credit Qg money forwarded 
t_o_ tgg game E @ fund i_n gig state treasui_'y. 

Sec. 3. [97A.345] RESTITUTION VALUE OF WILD ANIMALS. 
(Q) The commissioner may, py rules adopted under chapter flz prescribe gig 

dollar value 19 gig state pf species 53‘ wild animals. The value may reflect gig 
value tp other persons ftp legally take gig wild animal, tli_e replacement cost, g 
_t_hg intrinsic value t_o_ gig state 9_f gig wild animals. Species o_f wild animals’ with 
similar values may Q grouped together. ‘ 

(lg) The value _o_f Q wild animal under gig rules adopted py,th_e commissioner 
E prima facie evidence gf Q wild animal’s value, under section _2_. 

(Q) The commissioner shall report annually‘ 19 t_lg legislature gig amount 9_f 
restitution collected under section g £1 gig manner i_n which th_e funds were 
expended.

\ 

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Sections 1 and _2_ a_re effective November L 1989, and apply _t_p game Qpg 

fig}; Lag violations committed pp pg after that date. Section § i_s effective th_eM 
after final enactment. 

Presented to the governor May 26, 1989 
Signed by the governor May 26, 1989, 5:47 pm. 
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