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CHAPTER 568—H.F.No. 2232 
An act-relating to cable television; exempting certain small cable systems; requiring new 

franchises to be granted on same terms as original franchise; prohibiting utilities from giving 
unfair preference to afliliated companies that provide cable television service; amending 
Minnesota Statutes 1986, sections 238.02, subdivision 3; and 238. 08, subdivision 1; proposing 
coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 238. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 238.02, subdivision 3, is amended 

to read: 

Subd. 3. “Cable communications system” means a system which operates 
the service of receiving and amplifying programs broadcast by one or more 
television or radio stations and other programs originated by a cable communi- 
cations company or by another party, and distributing those programs by wire, 
cable, microwave or other means, whether the means are owned or leased, to 
persons who subscribe to the service. This definition does not include: 

(a) a system which serves fewer than 50 subscribers or a system which 
serves more than 50 but fewer than 1,000 subscribers if the governing bodies of 
all political subdivisions served by the system, vote, by resolution, to remove the 
system from the provisions of this chapter. & mg g‘ g system, Q gr_1y@ 
within gig municipality served py th_e system, pray b_e removec_ fie provi- 
sions 9_f iis chapter if more than 1,000 subscribers gig; servec_ py 33 system. 
Any system which serves more than 50 but fewer than 1,000 subscribers that has 
been removed from the provisions of this chapter shall be returned to the 
provisions of this chapter if the governing bodies of 50 percent or more of the 
political subdivisions served by the system vote, by resolution in favor of the 
return; 

(b) a master antenna television system; 

(c) a specialized closed-circuit system which does not use the public rights- 
of-way for the construction of its physical plant; and 

(d) a translator system which receives and rebroadcasts over-the-air signals. 

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 238.08, subdivision 1, is amended 
to read: 

Subdivision 1. La) A municipality shall require a franchise or extension 
permit of any cable communications system providing service within the munic- 
ipality. 

Q9) & mun cipality shall grant Q additional franchise Q cable service fpr Q E includec. i_n a_n existing franchise pp terms agd conditions more favor- 
a_t_>l§ g l_e§_s burc ensome than those i_n tl1_e existing franchise pertaining Q Q) Q E garved; Q) p_ypl_i_<_:_, educational, g governmental access requirements; g 
(3) fr mob se fees. lg provisions 91‘ E paragraph shall n_o‘t apply when fie fig ;p 3% t_h_e_ gditional franchise is being sou t _i§ Q actually being 
served py gpy existing‘ cable communications company old no _a franchise Q‘ 
flip area. Nothing paragraph prevents :_1 mimic pal ty from imposing 
additional terms grip conditions 9_r_1 any additional franchises. 
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Sec. 3. [238.l8] UNFAIR PREFERENCE. 
Subdivision 1. DEFINITION. (Q) FQor tpe pui_*pose o_f tQ section tpg 

following terms have Qt; meanings given them. 

(p) “Affiliated company” means Q person, company, cogporation, Q other 
entity i_n which flip utility Ls Q affiliated interest Q defined under section 
21613.48, subdivision L 

(Q) “Utility” means Q person, corporation, Q other entity that operates, 
maintains 9; controls equipment Q facilities Q this state f9_r furnishing Q1_: retail 
electric service t_o t11_e public. 

Subd. 2; UNFAIR PREFERENCE. fig utility may make Q1; gi_v_e Q prefer— 
ence Q1; advantageQ 

Q) Q person i_i§ Q accommodation _o_r inducement t_o contract with Q take 
cable television service from Q affiliated company if Qt; affiliated company 
provides cable television service within Q part 9_f th_e service area o_f th_e utility; 
or 

Q) Q affiliated company QQt_ provides cable television service t_o_ persons 
within Q p_ag_t pf fli_e_ service Qr_e_a_ pf tl1_e utility Q Q entity QQ i_s Q Q 
affiliated company 1151; a1Q provides cable television service t_o persons within 
§l_i_e service Qe_a_ pf t_lQ utility. 

Subd. §; REMEDIES. (_)Q Q finding l_3y Q court pf competent iQr_i§diction 
t_l_iQ either Q utility _O_I' Q affiliated company o_f gig utility providing 53%; 
television service within Q pQQ o_f gig service QQi_ pf 1113 utility h_a§ violated Q 
provision pf t_h_iQ section, ‘th_e court _rpQy ggig injunctive Qief Qq piQy award 
actual damages _t_Q Q entity tpQ_t_ Q pp; Q afliliated company pf Q utility provid- 
Qg 9Qp_lQ television service pp persons within Q pQrt pf th_e service Q o_f‘ th_e 
utility. Q Q action under ply section, gig court r_nQ award th_e costs o_fQ 
action, including reasonable attorney fees, _tp _t_lQe_ prevailing party. 

Approved April 20, 1988 

CHAPTER 569-——H.F.No. 2554 
An act relating to education; allowing noncontiguous school districts to consolidate; 

amending Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 122.23, subdivision 1. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1986, section 122.23, subdivision 1, is amended 

to read: 

New language is indicated by underline, deletions by of-rileeeut.
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