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Minnesota Statutes 1986, sections 179.83, subdivision 2;, fig 11%, ii- 
vision 2,, gig repealed. 

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This a_ct _i§ effective 113 Qy following final enactment. 
Approved April 12, 1988 

CHAPTER 481~—H.F.N0. 1923 

An act relating to civil actions: imposing civil liability for the theft of property; propos- 
ing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 332. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [£332.51] CIVIL LIABILITY FOR THEFT. 
Subdivision _l_, LIABILITY FOR THEF'I‘ OF PROPERTY. A person yam 

steals person_a_l_ property from another i_s civilly liable t_o §l_1_e owner pf E proper- 
ty Q it_s_ value when stolen })l_us_s punitive damages pf either §§_Q g pp t_o _l_0_Q 
percent Q ip value when stolen, whichever i_s greater. _I_f gig property i_s mer- 
chandise stolen _f_r_<ln_ §._ retail store, it_s value _i_s tile retail price _o_f mg merchandise 
in the store when the theft occurred. 

a_ shoppingucart, a store rr-1_ust have— posted a_t _t_l_1_e time _qf1l_1_e the—ft__a_cTspicuo1E 
notice describing tpe liability under subdivision 1, 

Subd. 3. LIABILITY OF PARENT on GUARDIAN. _Tpe_ provisions o_f 
section 540.18 ppp_ly,t_o E section. 

Subd. 5 CRIMINAL ACTION. The filing o_f p criminal complaint, convic- 
tion, g guilty plea i_s gt p prereguisite tp liability under 1113 section. Payment g nonpayment may n_o’t Q used Q evidence Q Q criminal action. 

Subd. 1 RECOVERY OF PROPERTY. 1 recovegy pf stolen property l_)y 
Q person does p_9_t_ affect liability under @ section, other than liability Q tl1_e 
value o_f'tl1_e property. 

Subd. Q RIGHT TO DEMAND PAYMENT. A person may make :_1 writ- 
te_n demand f_og payment Q php liability imposed _by ;h_i§ section before begin- 
ning Q action, including p copy 91‘ pg section gr_1_c1 g description _c>_t‘tl1_e liability 
contained i_n this section. 

Approved April 12, 1988 
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