
2953 LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1987 Ch. 392 

CHAPTER 392--H.F.No. 887 
An act relating to environment; creating the clean water partnership program for the 

control of nonpoint source water pollution and providing fb)‘ administration by the pollution 
control agency; requiring a state water quality assessment; authorizing technical and finan- 
cial assistance to local governments; authorizing rulemaking; appropriating money; propos~ 
ing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 115. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
Section 1. [1l5.09l] CITATION. 
Sections 1 pg ;2_ may pg cited pg th_e “Minnesota clean water partnership 

act.” 

Sec. 2. [1l5.092] PURPOSE. 

(Q) It j_s_ 31;; purpose c_)1"tl1_e legislature _ip enacting E Minnesota clean water 
partnership apt tp protect fld improve surface fl ground water _ip Minnesota, 
through financial a_n_c1 technical assistance t_o local units pf government 39 control 
water pollution associated @ E u_se Q 141$ management activities. 

(12) .11 is £182 tbs. IJl§D.Q§§ 9.1." the 19sis_1a_t1_1.r_e. t_0_= 

Q) identify water quality problemp £1 their causes; 
(2.) direct technical agi financial resources 19 resolve water quality problems M t_0 % t_he_iz c_aus£; 
Q) provide technical and financial resources ‘Q local units o_f government Q implementation pf water quality protection and improvement projects; 
(51) coordinate 2_1 nonpoint source pollution control program with elements o_f 

Elle existing state water guality program and other existing resource management 
programs; and 

L5_) provide g legal basis 3); state implementation o_f federal laws controlling 
nonpoint source water pollution. 

Sec. 3. [115.093] DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision 1. APPLICABILITY. LIE definitions i_n @ section apply 19 

§2c_t_i2r_1§ 1 t9 L2_- 
Subd. _2_L AGENCY. “Agency” means th_e pollution control _agency. 
Subd. }_. BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. “Best management prac- 

tices” means practices, techniques, gpg measures, E prevent 9_r_ reduce water 
pollution from nonpoint sources pg using t_hp most effective gig practicable 
means o_f achieving water quality goals. BE; management practices include, pup 
gg pg; limited t_o, official control_s, structural gpg nonstructural controls, arid 
operation gpg maintenance procedures. 
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Subd. §_. DIRECTOR. “Director” means th_e director pf §_h_e pollution con- 
tr_ol agency. 

Subd. _5_._ LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT. “Local yn_it o_f government” 
means g statutory Q home ru_1e charter c_ity, towg, county, §gi_1_ gpg water conser- 
vation district, watershed district, Q organization formed IQ‘ gig j_(Qi_t exercise 
pf powers under section 471.59, Q1 _2Qy other special pugpose district 9; author- 
i_ty exercising authority Q water Q1 related laid resources management a_t t_li1e:_ 

local level. 

Subd. §_. NONPOINT SOURCE. “Nonpoint source” Q g gig management 
activity 9; E y_s_e_: activity gi_a_t contributes 9; ifly contribute Q ground ggq 
surface water pollution Q g result pf runofl‘, seepage, Q‘ percolation aQ1 Qa_t i_s 
n_o’t defined gs g. point source Q section 115.01, subdivision Q Nonpoint 
sources include, Q11 a_rp n_ot limited Q rural a_ng urban l_:fli_ management activi- 
ge__s_ E 1_a_rgl _1_._lS_e activities a_ng specialty QIQ fie activities sih Q transpora- 
t_i% 

Subd. 1 OFFICIAL CONTROLS. “Olficial controls” means ordinances E regulations ’tli_a1_; control _t_l1§ physical development o_f gig whole pg Qt 91‘ g 
_l_q_(@ government u_ni’g _gl_‘ 1% implement gi_e_ general obiectives o_f tl1_e 
government unit. 

Subd. Q PROJECT. “Proiect” means _tli_c diagnostic study pf water pollu- @ caused by nonpoint sources o_f water pollution, g p1eQ Q implementE 
management practices, g1n_d Qe physical features constructed 9; actions taken _lgy 
g l_Qpa_l u_nit pf government t_o implement ‘ge__s_t management practices. 

Subd. 9. WATER POLLUTION. “Water pollution” means water pollution 
gg defined section 115.01, subdivision ; 

Subd. g)_. WATERS OF THE STATE. “Waters 91' gi_e_: state” means waters 
_a§ defined Q section 115.01, subdivision _9_. 

Sec. 4. [115.0941 CLEAN WATER PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM ESTAB- 
LISHED. , 

_A_i clean water partnership program i_s established §_s_ provided Q sections 1 
t_o _l_2, IQ agency gia_ll administer th_e program Q accordance @ t_li_gge 
sections. Q g pi Q1; Q program, gig agency aQ1 gi_e_ metropolitan council 
£111 conduct Q assessment 9;‘ Waters Q accordance @ section §; '_I‘_lQ agency 
§h_21ll tlli provide financial g technical assistance Q accordance QQ section 
Q t_o local units 9_f government f9_i; proiects Q geographical a_rga_s _t_lLt contribute Q surface 9; ground water flows. 1% proiects shall provide f_o_r protection gpg 
improvement _<g' surface §_r_i_c_l ground water from nonpoint sources o_f_water pollu- 
tion. 

Sec. 5. [ll5.095] STATEWIDE RESOURCE ASSESSMENT. 
The agency shall conduct _2Q assessment o_f waters _o_f Qg state that have 
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been polluted py nonpoint sources grid o_f geographical areas yIi_t_h_ waters o_fg1p 
state £13311 have g high potential Q; water pollution caused py nonpoint sources. 
_I_l1e_ metropolitan council shall conduct Q assessment i_n th_e metropolitan a_rgg, 
_a§ defined i_n section 473.121, subdivision Q, Q cooperation @ 13 agency. 
:13 assessment E pg completed py Jul L 1988. 

See. 6. [115.096] FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE; ELI- 
GIBILITY. 

Subdivision L FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. '_l‘_h_e agency pfly award grants 
fg pp t_o Q percent 9_f fig eligible 99$ 3); (_l_) E development o_f g diagnostic 
study fl implementation plan, _a_n_c_l Q) th_e implementation pf E 1% _”l‘l1_e 

agency shall determine which costs _2l6_ eligible costs pg grants shall _l_)_e_ made 
gig pggd o_nly Q eligible costs. 

Subd. A TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE. jpp agency fly provide technical 
assistance t_o local units pf government i_p order t_o ensure efficient app effective 
development gpgl implementation o_f projects 2_1_r_i_d coordination o_f projectsE 
other water management activities. 

Sec. 7. [115.097] ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE. 
Subdivision 1. GENERALLY. '_I‘_Q pg eligible fpg tpp financial _QI_‘ technical 

assistance g Q Q provided i_n section Q g local ppfi o_f government applying Q assistance must (l) have authority _t9_ coordinate g_ry;_l enter Q19 contracts 
witp local, state, gpgl federal agencies _a_ng_ private organizations, raise funds, £1 
adopt gpc_1 enforce oflicial controls; a_rgl Q) provide ’clr1_e agency v_vi‘c_h those docu~ 
ments reguired Q subdivision ; 

Subd. A DOCUMENTS REQUIRED. (3) Ar; applicant fg assistance shall 
submit t_he_ following t_o t_h_e agency: 

Q) an application form g._s_ prescribed py tl_1_e agency; 
Q) evidence that tlfi applicant lg consulted with Q local gig and water 

conservation districts and watershed districts, where they exist, Q preparing% 
application; and - 

Q) _or1_e o_f t_l1e_ following documents: 

(9 1h_e comprehensive water pleg authorized under chapter 110B; 

(Q) g surface water management plzg required under section 473.878; 

pp overall pgp required under chapter _1_1_2_;_g 
Q) fly other % g @511 provides pp inventory pf existing physical gppl 

hydrologic information pp jg area, p general identification o_f water quality 
problems gig goals, and Q demonstrates 3 local commitment 19 water quality 
protection 9_r_ improvement. After fly _l_, 1991, pply projects may gp a'p2_1g_t o_f, g m responsive Lg _a local water E under chapters 110B, g g sections 
473.875 t_o 473.883 yfl Q eligible under t_h_i§ clause. 
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(Q) E document submitted Q compliance E paragraph Q11 clause Q) 
mu_st identify existing fl potential nonpoint source water pollution problems 
g_r_1_§ must recognize t_h_e need _ap_d demonstrate tl1_e applicant’s commitment tp 
abate g prevent water pollution from nonpoint sources i_n t_h_e_ geographic areas E which t_h_e application i_s submitted. 

Sec. 8. [ll5.098] AGENCY REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS; RANKING 
OF PROJECTS. 

IL; agency shall rank applications E technical £1 financial assistance i_n 
order o_f priority _2m_cl shall within 115 limits 91' available appropriation; grant 
guy applications having p_h_e_ highest priority. 1 agency shall by ru_le adopt 
appropriate criteria _t_9_ determine _t__l§ priority _o__f proiects. 1 criteria shall give gig highest priority Q projects that best demonstrate 
compliance with me following objectives: 

(3) The project demonstrates participation, coordination, and cooperation 
between local units o_f government and other public agencies, including gil and 
water conservation districts Q watershed districts, pg both those districts. 

(b) The degree gfi water quality improvement g protection § maximized 
relative t_o E cost pf implementing E best management practices. 

(p) Best management practices provide _a feasible means t_o abate g prevent 
nonpoint source water pollution. 

(Q) The project goals and objectives E consistent with th_e state water 
guality management plans, t_lye_ statewide resource assessment conducted under 
section _5_, and other applicable state and local resource management programs. 

Sec. 9. [1l5.099] PLAN IMPLEMENTATION. 
Subdivision L IMPLEMENTATION ACCORDING TO LAW AND CON- 

TRACT. A pnit 9_f government receiving technical _o_r financial assistance pi; 
both from ‘th__e agency shall carry pig ’ch_e implementation pl_a_n approved py ’th_e 
agency according _tp t_h_e terms pf thit plan, fly contract g grant agreement 
made 1 gig agency gig according 32 sections _1_ tp _l_2, E gl_e_s_ 9_f ’th_e agency, 
2_1;1_<_i_ applicable federal requirements. 

Subd. _2__._ REVIEW BY AGENCY. IQ director o_r tl1_e director’s designee 
mgy, a_t gr_1_y reasonable tiflg, inspect gpy project ail review th_e expenditure o_f 
financial assistance funds granted py the agency Q order t_o determine whether 
gt; lopzil LHE pf government pg complied 1 subdivision _l_: 

Subd. §_. ENFORCEMENT OF AGREEMENTS. fl1_e_ agency may bring g 
civil action Q district court _t_p recover from a_t local governmental upit a_ny 
financial assistance funds used i_n violation o_f subdivision L 

Sec. 10. [115.10] RULES. 
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The agency shall adopt permanent rules necessary t_o implement sections _1_ 
39 Q The rules shall contain a_t p minimum: 

Q) procedures 19 Q followed py local units 9_f government Q applyingQ 
technical g financial assistance 9; both; 

Q) conditions Q Q; administration o_f assistance; 
Q) procedures Q Q development, evaluation, Q1 implementation 9_f best 

management practices; 

Q) requirements Q Q diagnostic study and implementation plan; 
Q) criteria Q ;h_e evaluation gp_<_l_ approval pf gt diagnostic study and implemen- 

tat_icm 21.21.12; 

(§) criteria Q Q evaluation pf best management practices; 
(1) criteria Q tl1_e ranking o_f proiects _ip order o_f priority Q assistance; 
_(§) criteria Q defining Q1 evaluating eligible costs Q1 cost-sharing py 

local units 9_f government applying Q assistance; g_r_1_d 
(2) Q matters Q th_e agency ap<_1 tl1_e director Q necessagy Q th_e 

proper administration pf sections 1 t_o Q including Qy rules determined pyQ 
director t_g l_)_e_ necessar_'y Q _tl1_g implementation gt: federal programs _tp_ control 
nonpoint source water pollution. 

Sec. 11. [l15.101] NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION CONTROL PLAN 
AND PROGRAM EVALUATION. 

For th_e purpose pf coordinating t_l_1_e_ programs and activities used _t_9_ control 
nonpoint sources o_f pollution 19 achieve Minnesota’s water quality goals, _t_h_e 

agency shall: 

Q) develop _a_ state plan Q Q control o_f nonpoint source water pollution i_n 
order t_o meet t;h_e requirements _(>_l‘tl1_e federal Clean Water Act; 

Q) work through Q environmental quality board 39 coordinate Q activi- 
fig and programs 9_f federal, state, and local agencies involved Q nonpoint 
source pollution control and, where appropriate, develop agreements with feder- 
11 and state agencies t_o accomplish _t_l)§ pugposes and objectives _0_f tlr1_e state 
nonpoint source pollution control plan;Q 

Q) evaluate th_e effectiveness pf programs Q achieving water quality goals 
and recommend ’_t_q Q legislature, under section 3.195, subdivision L Qy neces- 
sagy amendments t_o sections _l_ t_oQ 

Sec. 12. [ll5.102] INTEGRATION OF DATA. 
The data collected Q Q activities gf_'tl_1§ clean water partnership program 

that have common value Q natural resource planning must pg provided and 
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integrated into t_h_e_: Minnesota land management information system’s geograph- 
i_c and summary databases accordi_ng t_o published data compatibility guidelines. 
Costs associated with LE data delivegy must pg borne by E activity. 

Sec. 13. [115.l03] PUBLIC AGENCY COORDINATION. 
Subdivision 1. PROJECT COORDINATION TEAM; MEMBERSHIP. @ director §11_al_l establish a_nc_1_ 5% g proiect coordination team made pp _o_f 

representatives o_f t_l;e pollution control agency, department o_f natural resources, 
_s_9_il 2_1gd_ water conservation board, department o_f agriculture, department 
o_f health, state planning agency, Minnesota extension service; University o_f 
Minnesota agricultural experiment stations, United States Army Corps o_f Engi- 
neers, United States Environmental Protection i_A_gency, United States Depart- 
ment o_f Agriculture Agricultural Stabilization _zm_cl Conservation Service, United 
States Department o_f Agriculture _S_cp'l Conservation Service, water resources 
board, metropolitan council, Association pf Minnesota Counties, League o_f Min- 
nesota Cities, Minnesota Association 9_f Townships, gig other agencies _a§ tl1_e 
director may determine. 

Subd. _2_, DUTIES. T_he project coordination team shall advise fig agency 
_ip preparation pf rules, evaluate proiects, _a_nLl recommend tp Qt; director Qgs_e 
projects E §l_1_e_ team believes should receive financial pr technical assistance g 
both from ‘th_e agency. After approval 9_f assistance Q _a proiect py 33 agency, 
tpp team shall review proiect activities @ assist Q the coordination o_ffl1p state 
program @ other state §_r1_d federal resource management programs. 

Sec. 14. APPROPRIATION AND COMPLEMENT. 
Subdivision 1. The following amounts a_re appropriated from pipe water 

pollution control fund t_o jc_h§ pollution _cpntrol agency: 
198 8 1 989 

(Q) Q administration Ed 
contractual services $299,500 $348,000 

(1)) $1,352,500 £9; grants tp local units o_f government under section ; This 
amount i_s available until expended. 

Subd. g, The complement pf ;l;_e_ pollution control agency i_s increased py 
four positions. 

Approved June 3, 1987 
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