LAWS of MINNESOTA for 1979

Ch. 58

If the difference between the votes of the candidates fef & legislative office ie be
certified a candidate for legislative office who would otherwise be declared elected by the
state canvassing board and the votes of any other candidate for that office is 100 or less,
the board shall recount the votes. A recount shall not delay any other part of the canvass
and the results shall be certified as soon as possible. Time for notice of a contest of an
election which is recounted shall begin to run upon completion of the recount and
canvass for that office. A losing candidate may waive the recount required pursuant to
this subdivision by_ filing a written notice of waiver with the canvassing board.
In case of a tie vote for any office, [he result of which is to be certified by the state
canvassing board, the board shall determine the tie by lot.
Approved May 3, 1979.

CHAPTER 59—S.F.No340
An act relating to elhics in government; defining administrative action; excluding
persons presenting legislative claims from the definition of "lobbyist" under certain conditions;
clarifying campaign report filing dales; providing for the registration of political commit lees
and political funds; defining candidate to include candidates for certain judicial offices and
excluding those candidates from reporting under the Fair Campaign Practices Act; amending
Minnesota Statutes 1978, Sections IOA.OI, Subdivisions 2, 5 and II; IOA.14, Subdivision t;
IOA.20, Subdivision 2; 2IQA.01, Subdivision 3; and 290.06, Subdivision II.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section IOA.OI, Subdivision 2. is amended to
read:
Subd. 2. "Administrative action" means an action by any official, board,
commission or agency of the executive branch to adopt, amend, or repeal a rule ef te
adjudicate a contested ettse pursuant to chapter 15. "Administrative action" does not
include the application or administration of an adopted rule, except in cases of rale
setting, power plant and powerline siting and granting of certificates of need under
chapter I I 6 H .
Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section IOA.OI, Subdivision 5. is amended to read:
Subd. 5. "Candidate" means an individual who seeks nomination or election to any
statewide or legislative office for which reporting is not required under federal laws. The
term candidate shall also include an individual who seeks nomination or election to
supreme court &ttd , district court , county court, probate court, or CPUnty municipal court
judgeships of the state. An individual shall be deemed to seek nomination or election if he
has taken the action necessary under the law of the stale of Minnesota to qualify himself
for nomination or election, has received contributions or made expenditures in excess of
$100. or has given his implicit or explicit consent for any other person to receive
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contributions or make expenditures in excess of $100, for the purpose of bringing about
his nomination or election. A candidate remains a candidate until his principal campaign
committee is dissolved as provided in section 1QA.24.
Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section 10A.01, Subdivision 11. is amended to
read:
Subd. 11. "Lobbyist" means any individual:
(a) Engaged for pay or other consideration, or authorized by another individual or
association to spend money, who spends more than five hours in any month or more than
$250, not including his own travel expenses and membership dues, in any year, for the
purpose of attempting to influence legislative or administrative action by communicating
or urging others to communicate with public officials; or
(b) Who spends more than $250, not including his own traveling expenses and
membership dues, in any year for the purpose of attempting to influence legislative or
administrative action by communicating or urging others to communicate with public
officials.
"Lobbyist" does not include any:
(a) Public official or employee of the state or any of its political subdivisions or
public bodies acling \n his official capacity;
(b) Party or his representative appearing in a proceeding before a state board,
commission or agency of the executive branch unless the board, commission or agency is
taking administrative action;
(c) Individual.while engaged in selling goods or services to be paid for by public
funds;
(d) News media or their employees or agents while engaged in the publishing or
broadcasting of news items, editorial comments or paid advertisements which directly or
indirectly urge official action;
(e) Paid expert witness whose testimony is requested by the body before which he is
appearing, but only to the extent of preparing or delivering testimony; or
(f) Stockholder of a family farm corporation as defined in section 500.24,
subdivision I, who does not spend over $250, excluding his own travel expenses, in any
year in communicating with public officials ^ or
(fi) Party or his representative appearing to present a claim to the legislature and
communicating to legislators only by_ ihe filing of a claim Form and supporting documents
and by appearing at pjobhc hearings on the claim .
Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section IOA.14, Subdivision 1, is amended to read;
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10A.14 REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL COMMITTEES AND POLITICAL
FUNDS. Subdivision I. The treasurer of a political committee or political fund shall
register with the board by filing a statement of organization no later than 14 days after
the date upon which the committee or fund has made a contribution, received
contributions or made expenditures in excess of $100.
Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1978. Section 10A.20, Subdivision 2, is amended to read:
Subd. 2. Th^ reports shall be filed with the board on or before January 31 of each
year and additiona) reports shall be filed as required and in accordance with clauses (a)
ballot; additional reports shaH be ftted te» days before a primary a«d a general election.
seven tiujj/j ociurc ft spcciQi pnnmry flno ft socctul election o.nu 3W osys micr ft soccini

(a) In• each year in which the name of the candidate is on the ballot, the report of
the principal campaign committee shall be filed ten days before a primary and a general
election, seven days before a special primary and a special election, and 30 dayjt after a
special election. The report due after a special glection may be filed on January 3J.
following the special ejection if the special election is held not more than 60 days before
that dale.
(b) In each general election year political committees and political funds other lhan
principal campaign committees shall file reports ten days before a primary and general
election.
If a scheduled filing date falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, the filing
date shall be the ntxt regular business day.
Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section 210A.OI, Subdivision 3, is amended to
read:
Subd. 3. "Candidate" means any individual for whom it is contemplaied or desired
that votes may be casl at any primary or election, and who either tacitly or expressly
consents to be so considered, except candidates for president and vice president of the
United States. In sections 210A.22 to 2IOA.28, 210A.32 and 210A.33. "candidate" does
not mean an individual for whom it is contemplated or desired that votes may be cast at
any primary or election, and who either tacitly or expressly consents to be so considered
for constitutional office, member of the legislature, justice of the supreme court, or district
court , county court., rjrobate court, or county municipal court judge.
Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section 290.06, Subdivision II. is amended to
read:
Subd. II. CONTRIBUTIONS TO POLITICAL PARTIES AND CANDIDATES.
In lieu of the credit against taxable net income provided by section 290.21, subdivision 3,
clause (e), a taxpayer may take a credit against the tax due under this chapter of 50
percent but not more lhan $25 of his contributions to a political party and candidate. A
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married couple, filing jointly, may take a similar credit of not more Ihan $50. No credit
shall be allowed under this subdivision for a contribution to any candidate, other than a
candidate for elective judicial office, who has not signed an agreement to limit his
campaign expenditures as provided in section 10A.32, subdivision 3b. The commissioner
of revenue shall provide in the tax instruction booklet language understandable to a
person of average intelligence which states that the taxpayer may only claim a credit
against his tax due for contributions to candidates for (a) judicial office or (b) statewide
or legislative office who have agreed to limit their expenditures. For purposes of this
subdivision, "candidate" means a candidate as defined in section 10A.01, subdivision 5
other than a county court, probate court or county municipal court judgeship. The
department of revenue shall provide on the first page of the Minnesota tax form an
appropriate provision for the credit provided by this subdivision.
This credit shall be allowed only if the contribution is verified in the manner the
commissioner of revenue shall prescribe.
Approved May 3, 1979.

CHAPTER 60—S.F.No361
An act relating lo highway traffic regulations; regulating speed limits within school
zones; prescribing penalties; amending Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section 169.14, Subdivision
5a.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section 169.14, Subdivision 5a, is amended to
read:
Subd. 5a. SPEED ZONING IN SCHOOL ZONES. Local authorities may
establish a school speed limit within a school zone of a public or nonpublic school upon
the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation as prescribed by the commissioner of
transportation. The establishment of a school speed limit on any trunk highway shall be
with the consent of the commissioner of transportation. Such school speed limits shall be
in effect when children are present, going to or leaving school during opening or closing
hours or during school recess periods. The school speed limit shall not be lower than 30
Jjj miles per hour and shall not be more than 4-5 20 miles per hour below the established
speed limit on an affected street or highway if the established speed limit is 40 miles per
hour or greater.
The school speed limit shall be effective upon the erection of appropriate signs
designating the speed and indicating the beginning and end of the reduced speed zone.
Any speed in excess of such posted school speed limit is unlawful. Alt such signs shall be
erected by the local authorities on those streets and highways under their respective
jurisdictions and by the commissioner of transportation on trunk highways.
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