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Ch. 595

months, unless for any reason whatsoever, a 50 percent or greater change in the premium
under the policy contract is provided, required or indicated.
When an insurer proposes an increase in rates, it shall accompany its proposal with
an aggregate claims record for the appropriate period that explains the proposed increase.
When a contract is resubmitted for bids the aggregate claims record shall accompany the
specifications for the contract.
Approved March 28, 1978.

CHAPTER 596-H.F-No.523
An act relating to public safety; requiring fencing of unused open pit mines; providing a
penalty; amending Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 180.03.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 180.03, is amended to read:
180.03 DUTIES. Subdivision L. The duties of the inspector of mines shall be to
visit in person or by one of his assistants all the working mines of his county at least once
every 90 days and oftener if requested so to do as hereinafter provided, and closely
inspect the mines so visited and condemn all such places where he shall find that the
employees are in danger from any cause, whether resulting from careless mining or
defective machinery or appliances of any nature; he shall compel the erection of a
partition between all shafts where hoisting of ore is performed, and where there are ladder
ways, where men must ascend or descend going to and from their work. In case the
inspector of mines shall find that a place is dangerous from any cause, as aforesaid, it
shall be his duty immediately to order the men engaged in the work at that place to quit
work, and notify the superintendent, agent, or person in charge to secure the place from
the existing danger, which notification or order shall be in writing, clearly define the limits
of the dangerous place, and specify the work to be done or change to be made to render
the same secure, ordinary mine risks excepted. It shall be the duty of the inspector of
mines to order the person, persons, or corporation working any mine, or the agent,
superintendent, foreman, or other person having immediate charge of the working of any
mine, to furnish all shafts, open pits, caves, and chutes of such mine where danger exists
with some secure safeguard at the top of the shaft, open pit, cave, or chute, so as to guard
against accidents by persons falling therein or by material falling down the same, also a
covering overhead on all the carriages on which persons ascend or descend up and down
the shaft, if in his judgment it shall be practicable and necessary for the purpose of safety.
Subd. 2. Every person, firm or corporation that is or has been engaged in the
business of mining, or removing, iron ore,-taconUe. semitaconite or other minerals except
sand, crushed rock and gravel by the open pit method in any county which has appointed
an inspector of mines pursuant to section 180.01 shall erect two inch by four inch mesh
fencing along the outsidg perimeter of the excavation, open pit, or shaft of any mine in.
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which mining operations have ceased for a period of six consecutive months or longer.
The tog and bottom wire shall not be less than 9 gauge and the filler wire shall not be lesg
than JJ^ gauge. The fencing shall be not less than five feel in height with two strands of
barbed wire six inches apart affixed to the top of the fence. The fence posts shal] be no
more than ten feet apart In the case of open pit mines in which mining operations cease
after the effective date of this acL <he fencing shall be erected forthwith, Jn (he case of
open pit mines in which mining operations had ceased for a period of six consecutive
months or longer before the effective date of this act, and not resumed, the fencing shall
be greeted within one year after the effective date of this act. Any fencing required by an
inspector of mines pursuant to subdivision 3 or other applicable law shall meet the
standards of this section as a minimum. This subdivision does not apply to any
excavation, open pit, or shaft, or any portion thereof, exempted from its application by
the commissioner of natural resources pursuant to laws relating to mineland reclamation
or exempted from its application by the county mine inspector pursuant to subdivision 4.
Subd. 3. When any mine is idle or abandoned it shall be the duty of the inspector
of mines to notify the person, persons firm, or corporation owning the land eft which any
stteH fmne is situated, er the &geftt ef stteh ew«ef ef owners, that is or has been engaged
in the business of mining to erect and maintain around all the shafts, caves, and open pits
of such mines a fence or railing suitable to prevent persons or domestic animals from
accidentally falling into these shafts, caves or open pits. If the person, firm or corporation
that has been engaged m the business of mining no longer exists^ the fee owner shall erect
the fencing required by this act The notice shall be in writing and be served upon such
person, firm, corpora lion or fee owner? owners, ef agent; personally; ef by leaving & eepv
ttt tfrc reslocticc 0f HOY suon owner of Q^cnt tr incY vf utty trr 111 tiii rcsiQc HI iiiv county
where s«eh mine is situated, etftd tf soeh ewner. owners ef agent ftfe net festdcnts ef- the

the county; the* m a newspaper published m seme adjoining county.- fer a period ef three
consecutive weeks by certified mail.
Subd. 4. Upon written application, the county mine inspector may exempt from the
requirements of subdivision 2, any abandoned excavation, open pit, or shaft which is
fenced in a manner that is reasonably, similar to the standards set forth in subdivision 2j
or which in his judgment does not constitute a safety hazard.
Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This act is effective on November ^ 1979.
Approved March 28, 1978.

CHAPTER 597-H.F.No.S26
An act relating to insurance; providing for the procurement of insurance from and the
regulation of surplus line insurers and agents; providing for the regulation and imposition of
penalties on certain insurance agents; amending Minnesota Statutes 1976, Section 60A.20.
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