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in section 10, subdivision 5, or as otherwise provided by law.

Subd. 4. All moneys received by the attorney general and the sec-
retary of state pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the state
treasury and shall be credited to the general fund.

Approved June 2, 1975.

CHAPTER 244—ILF.No.911

An act relating to crime- prohibiting removing, altering or obliterating identi-
fying marks on property; providing penalties; amending Minnesota Statutes 1974,
Section 609.52, Subdivision 2.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MIN-
NESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1974, Section 609.52, Subdivision 2,
is amended to read:

Subd. 2. CRIME AND CRIMINALS; THEFT; DESTROYING IDEN-
TIFYING MARKS; ACTS CONSTITUTING THEFT. Whoever does any
of the following commits theft and may be sentenced as provided in
subdivision 3:

(1) Intentionally and without claim of right takes, uses, transfers,
conceals or retains possession of movable property of another without
his consent and with intent to deprive the owner permanently of pos-
session of the property; or

(2) Having a legal interest in movable property, intentionally and
without consent, takes such property out of the possession of a pled-
gee or other person having a superior right of possession, with intent
thereby to deprive the pledgee or other person permanently of the pos-
session of the property; or

(3) Obtains for himself or another the possession, custody or title
to property of a third person by intentionally deceiving him with a
false representation which is known to be false, made with intent to
defraud, and which does defraud the person to whom it is made.
"False representation" includes without limitation:

(a) The issuance of a check, draft, or order for the payment of
money or the delivery of property knowing that he is not entitled to
draw upon the drawee therefor or to order the payment or delivery
thereof; or

(b) A promise made with intent not to perform. Failure to per-
form is not evidence of intent not to perform unless corroborated by
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other substantial evidence; or

<c) The unauthorized use of a credit card, credit plate, charge
plate, or other identification device issued by an organization to a per-
son for use in purchasing goods on credit; or

(4) By swindling, whether by artifice, trick, device, or any other
means, obtains property from another person; or

(5) Intentionally commits any of the acts listed in this subdivision
but with intent to exercise temporary control only and;

(a) The control exercised manifests an indifference to the rights of
the owner or the restoration of the property to him; or

(b) He pledges or otherwise attempts to subject the property to
an adverse claim; or

(c) He intends to restore the property only on condition that the
owner- pay a reward or buy back or make other compensation; or

(6) Finds lost property and, knowing or having reasonable means
of ascertaining the true owner, appropriates it to bis own use or to
that of another not entitled thereto without first having made reason-
able effort to find the owner and offer and surrender the property to
him; or

(7) Intentionally obtains property or services, offered upon the
deposit of a sum of money or tokens in a coin or token operated ma-
chine or other receptacle, without making the required deposit or oth-
erwise obtaining the consent of the owner; or

(8) Intentionally and without claim of right converts any article
representing a trade secret, knowing it to be such, to his own use or
that of another person or makes a copy of an article representing a
trade secret, knowing it to be such, and intentionally and without
claim of right converts the same to his own use or that of another per-
son. It shall be a complete defense to any prosecution under this clause
for the defendant to show that information comprising the trade secret
was rightfully known or available to him from a source other than the
owner'Of the trade secret; or

(9) Leases or rents personal property under a written instrument
and who with intent to place such property beyond the control of the
lessor conceals or aids or abets the concealment of such property or
any part thereof, or any lessee of such property who sells, conveys or
encumbers such property or any part thereof without the written con-
sent of the lessor, without informing the person to whom he sells, con-
veys, or encumbers that the same is subject to such lease and with in-
tent to deprive the lessor of possession thereof. Evidence that a lessee
used a false or fictitious name or address in obtaining such property or
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fails or refuses to return such property to lessor within five days after
written demand for such return has been served personally in the man-
ner provided for service of process of a civil action or sent by regis-
tered or certified mail to the last known address of the lessee, which-
ever shall occur later, shall be evidence of intent to violate this clause.
Service by certified or registered mail shall be deemed to be complete
upon deposit in the United States mail of such demand, postpaid and
addressed to such person at the address for such person set forth in
the lease or rental agreement, or, in the absence of such address, to
such person's last known place of residence; or

(10) Alters, removes or obliterates numbers or symbols placed on
movable property for purpose of identification by the owner or person
who has legal custody or right to possession thereof with the intent to
prevent identification, if the person who alters, removes or obliterates
the numbers or symbols is not the owner and does not have the per-
mission of the owner to make the alteration, removal or obliteration .

Approved June 2, 1975.

CHAPTER 245—H.F.No.982

[CodedJ

An act relating to motor vehicles; authorizing the issuance of personalized li-
cense plates; prescribing additional charges therefor; amending Minnesota Statutes
1974, Section 168.12, by adding a subdivision,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MIN-
NESOTA:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1974, Section 168.12, is amended
by adding a subdivision to read:

Subd. 2a, MOTOR VEHICLES; PERSONALIZED LICENSE
PLATES. Any applicant may apply for personalized license plates.
Upon compliance with all laws of this state relating to registration of
passenger motor vehicles, and upon payment of a fee of $50 which fee
is in addition to the registration tax required by law for the passenger
vehicle, the registrar shall issue to the applicant personalized license
plates. In lieu of the numbers assigned as provided in subdivision 1,
such personalized license plates shall have imprinted thereon a series
of not to exceed any combination of six numbers and letters. When an
applicant has once obtained personalized plates, he shall have a prior
claim for similar personalized plates in the next succeeding year that
plates are issued if he makes application for them at least 30 days
prior to the first date on which his registration can be renewed. The
commissioner of public safety shall adopt rules and regulations in the
manner provided by chapter 15. regulating the issuance and transfer of
such personalized license plates. No words or combination of letters
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