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CHAPTER 649—H. F. No. 1475

An act relating to watershed districts; authorizing a public
hearing and order when work to be done under contract with
governmental agency; amending Minnesota Statutes 1961, Section
112.69, Subdivision 1.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1961, Section 112.69, Sub-
division 1, is amended to read:

112.69 Watershed districts; construction by governmental
agencies; appraisers' report. Subdivision 1. Where an im-
provement is to be constructed within the district under a con-
tract between the managers of said district and the state of
Minnesota, or any department thereof, or by the United States of
America, or any department thereof, wherein the cost of the im-
provement is to be paid for by the governmental agency but the
rights-of-way, legal, and general expenses of the improvement are
assumed by the district, the managers shall hold a public hearing
on the proposed contract authorized by section 112.67 following
publication once each week for two successive weeks prior to the
date of the hearing in a legal newspaper, published in the county
or counties in which a part or all of the affected waters and lands
are located. The last publication shall occur at least ten days before
the hearing. The notice shall state the time and place of hearing,
the general nature of the proposed improvement, the estimated cost
thereof and the area proposed to be assessed. Not less than ten
days before the hearing notice by mail shall be given to each
resident owner, as shown on the county auditor's most recent records
maintained for taxation purposes, within the area proposed to be
assessed, and to the director and to each public body within the
area to be assessed likely to be affected, but failure to give mailed
notice or defects in the notice shall not invalidate the proceedings.
At the time and place specified in the notice the managers shall
hear all parties interested for and against the proposed project or im-
provement and all questions relative thereto shall be determined
upon evidence presented at the hearing. If upon full hearing the
managers find that the improvement will be conducive to public
health and promote the general welfare, and is in compliance
with the provisions and purposes of this chapter they shall make
findings accordingly and authorize the project and enter into the
proposed contract or other arrangement. Thereupon the managers
shall appoint three disinterested freeholders of the state to act as
appraisers. After the appraisers so selected subscribe to an oath to
faithfully and impartially perform their duties, they shall, with or
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without the engineer, determine the benefits or damages to all
lands and properties affected by the proposed improvement. They
shall make and file with the managers a detailed statement showing
the actual damages that have resulted or will result to individuals,
property, or corporations from the construction of the improve-
ment and make and file with the managers a detailed statement and
list of lands and other property, including highways and corpora-
tions, receiving actual benefits by way of drainage, control of flood
waters, or by other means herein authorized.

Approved May 22, 1965.

CHAPTER 650—H. F. No. 1477

An act relating to watershed districts; amending Minnesota
Statutes 1961, Section 112.74.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 1961, Section 112.74, is
amended to read:

112.75 Watershed districts; existing districts; election to
come under Chapter 112. Any district heretofore organized
under the provisions of Minnesota Statutes 1953, Sections 111.01
to 111.42, or Sections 112.01 to 112.33, may acquire the right to
operate under and exercise all the rights and authority of this
chapter, instead of the act under which it was organized, upon the
filing by the governing board of such district, in the office of the
clerk of district court of the county in which its principal place of
business is situate, a petition to the court asking that the district
be granted such authority. The clerk of district court, as directed
by the judge, shall thereupon fix a time and place for hearing upon
the petition. Notice of the hearing shall be given by publication for
two successive weeks in a newspaper published in each county
having territory within such district. The clerk of district court shall
give written notice of the hearing to the secretary of the water
resources board. If at the hearing the court finds that it is for the
best interests of the district to be granted such authority, it may by
order grant such petition. Thereafter the district may exercise the
authority provided for in this chapter. Thereafter, upon petition
by the managers, the name of the district, the number and dis-
tribution of the board of managers of the same shall be as the
water resources board shall prescribe after notice and hearing. The
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