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mate cost of construction from Duluth to the Mississippi river:
second, the distance and approximate cost of construction and
canalization of the Mississippi river from the point of said eanal
interscetion Lo St. Paul; third, the npproximate nuwber of horse-
power that wonld be created by the construction of the necessary
lorks and dams along the Mississippi river and available for the
rencration of electric power for industrial nuses, and that said
report be printed and rendered no later than Jan. 1, 1911, and peee-
sented to the first session of the legislature after that date,

Approved April 23, 1909,

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 10,

Wiereas, For the transportation development of the great
indastrial interior of the continent of North America, nature has
provided, on the one hand, the (ireat Lakeg chain which is the
greatest inland sea in the world, and, ¢n the other hand, the Mis.
sissippl river and tributaries, which have no equal as natwrul
{ransportation chanmels for a great internal commerce;

Wnereas, The freight tonnage shipped from the port of Du-
luth-Superior exceeds that of New York or any other American
port, while the net tonnage passing from Take Superior through
the Soo canal is three times that which passes through the Suez
eanal in the irade between Kurope and the Orient, and the Great
Lakes flect is 1the greatest merchant fleet which floats the Amert-
can fiag;

Wiasreas, Minnesota produces and ships to castern furnaces
annually clese upon 303,000,000 tons of iron ore, which exceeds
one-half the iron ore product of America and one-foarth that of
the world, and whereas this iron ore should be converted into iron
and steel by Minnesota labor on Minnesoia soil for distribution
thronghout the Mississippi valley and westward, and a great in-
dAustrial ptant for sneh purpose is now being established at
Duluth;

WaEeRess, Minnesota and the nearby upper Mississippi valley
states of Wisconsin, lowa, Nebraska, North and South Dakota an-
nuaily produoee about 300 000,000 bushels of wheat and 900 000,
000 bushels of carn, oats and other coarse grains, besides a vast
tonuage of flour, lumber live stock and dairy producis, much of
which secks tmnsportatmn to the markets of the world; and

Wuiress, The Great Lakes system, which connects with the
Atlantic seaboard, and the Dlississippi river, which flows to the
Gulf of Mexieo, hﬂve their common source in Minnesota, the trib-
utaries of the upper Mississippi extending within ﬁ'ft:,' wileg of
Lake Superior, and the union of the Great Lakes and Mississippi
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watersheds by canalization would make the greatest internal
waterway of the world; thercfore,

Be it Resolved, By the house of representatives, the scnate
concurring, that it is the sense of the legislature of Minnesota that
the commerce of the great lake and river should be connected by
a national waterways canal;

Resolved, That sueh waterway is of the greatest importanee
to this state and nation, and we herechy pladege the co-opeeation
of the commonwealth of dMinnesota with our federal government
in the construction of such canal and in ecanalizing the upper
Mississippi river;

Resolved, further, That our delegation in congress he and is
hereby urged to impress upon congress the necegsity for imme-
diate action in constructing such canal, and that a eopy of these
reselutions be sent to cach senator and representative from this
state.

Approved April 13, 1903,

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 11

Wiikgras, In the river and harbor bill enacted by the last
congress, appropriating many millions of dollars as available for
the improvement of the harbors and navigable water courses of
the United States, a paragraph is included putting the Minnesnta
river upon the same footing as the Mississippi river, ahove the
falls of St. Anthony, thus insuring the early employment, on and
along said river, of snag-boats. and other instrumentalities neces-
sary and requisite to insure removal from the channel of said
river of the sand-bars, and other obstructions to the navigation
thereof, and to the natural flow of the waters thereof, in the chan-
nel thereof thus improved, such improvement thereof, in and of
itself, affording, as incidental to the navigation thereof, the drain-
age relief to the Minnesota valley, and to said river, and the trib-
utaries thereof, so long and so much neceded; and

WuERRAs, Another and separate paragraph is ineluded in said
river and harbor bill definitely providing for a re-survey of the
Big Stone lake basin, in the head waters of said river, and also a
survey of the lower Lac qui Parle basin thereof, lower down in
the course of said river than said first mentioned basin, with the
purpose to create and construct in said lake basins large empound-
ing reservoirs expected to he adequate to receive and hold back
flood waters emptying therein from the territory tributary thereto,
equal to, or nearly equal to. twenty to twenty-five billion cubic
feet of water, or about one-fifth to one-fourth of the annual flow



