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whole or in part of any taxes, costs, penalties or interest thereon
which have been erroneously or unjustly paid. Provided, how-
ever, that applieation therefor shall be submnitted to it with a
statement of facts in the case and the favorable recommendation
of the county board and county auditor of the ecounty wherein
such tax was levied or paid. Except fhat in the case of gross
eatnings faxcs, the applieation in the premises may be made di-
rectly to the tax commission and without the favorable action of
the county board and county anditor. DBut mo reduection, abate.
ment or refundment of any special assessments made or levied by
any municipality for local improvements shall be made unless it
is also approved by the board of review or similar taxing author.
ity of such munieipality. The eommission may refer any ques-
tion that may arise in reference to the true construction of this
chapter to the attorney general, and his decision thereon shall
be in foree and effeet until annnlled by the judgment of a conrt
of competent jurisdietion: TUpon deciding such ease subnitted to
it the commission shall forward to the county auditor a eopy of
the order by it made therein.

Approved March 24, 1909.

CHAPTER 97—H. F. No. 269.

An Act to amend sections & and 4 of Chapter 250, Gen-
eral Laws 1907, relating to the taxation of freight line com-
nanies.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

Freight line companies to report annually before March 1.
Section 1. That Section 2 of Chapter 250, General Laws of 1907,
be and the same is hercby amended to read as follows:

See, 2. Every freight line company, person or persons,
joint stock association or eorporation engaged in the husiness of
operating ears in this state as defined in Section one (1) shall
annually, between the first day of Jannary and the first day of
March under oath of the person constituting snch company, if
a person. or under the oath of the president. secretary, treasurer,
superintendent or chief officer of such association or corporation.
if an assoeciation or eorporation, make and file with the state and-
itor of this state a statement showing the total gross earnings re-
ceived from all sources from the nperation of such freight ear
lines within this state. for the vear ending Decemher thirty-first
{31st) next preceding.
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Aunditor to make draft before March 1.—Section 2. That
Section 4 of Chapter 230, General Laws of 1907, be and the same
is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 4. It shall be the duty of the state auditor on or
before the first (1st) day of March of cach year to inake liis drafy
on such freight line company, person or persons, joint stock asso-
¢iation or ecorporation, for a sum in the nature of a tax at four
(4) per centum upon the gross ecarnings of such freight line com-
pany for the year ending the last day of December next preeed.
ing, as reported to the state anditor, and place the said draft in
the hands of the state treasurer for colleetion; which shall be in
lien of all taxes upon all property of any freight line company so
paying the same. All taxes colleeted by the state treasurer under
the provisions of this act shall be paid into the state treasury and
be eredited to general revenue fund.

Sae. 3. This aet shall take effeet and be in force on and after
its passage.
Approved March 24, 1909,

CHAPTER 93—H. ¥. No. 357.

An et to arvend section fwo hundred fifty-siv (256) of
Chapter Light (8) of the General Laws of 1899, entitled “An
JAct to provide for the incorporation, ordanization and gdovern-
ment of cities.” =

B3e it enacted by the Legisluture of the State of Minnesota:

Contracts, how awarded—Assessments, how made—Issuance
of warrants authorized.—Section 1. That Section two hundred
fifty-six (256) of Chapter cight (8) of the General Laws of 1895
be and the same hereby is amended so as to read as follows:

Seetion 256, Ordering of improvement and award of con-
iract— At the {ime and place designated in such notice opportun-
ity shall be given {o any and all parties interested to bhe heard
for or against snch proposed work; and the clerk shall, in the
presence of the city couneil, open and read all sealed proposals
which may have been received for doing such work and furnish-
ing the material therefor, and the city council may then or there-
after by a two-thirds (2-3) vote of all its members. accept the most
favorable proposal (such proposal to be that of the lowest re-
sponsible bidder) and by resolution authorize the doing of said
work or any part thereof, and may direct that a written contract
he made therefor with the person whose proposal shall have been
accepted: or they may reject all proposals offered and refuse to
anthorize the doing of such work or any partieular part thereof.



