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CHAPTER 75.

AN ACT TO PROVIDE UNIFORM AND CHEAP TEXT-HOOKS
FOIt THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OP MINNESOTA.

I

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

SECTION I. The Governor, Secretary of State and Attor- Conimctbe-
ney General are hereby authorized'and directed, on behalf J^Ti)1

of the State of Minnesota, to immediately enter into a con- riii.
tract with Daniel D. Merrill, of St; Paul, Minnesota, upon
his giving bond, as hereinafter provided, for the faithful per-
formance of such contract, to furnish to the State of Minne-
sota, in such quantities, and in the manner hereinafter pro-
vided, for the term of fifteen years, suitable text-books for
use in the public schools of this State, in the following

' branches of study : Spelling, one book; reading, four books; Nftmo of bo§ka
arithmetic, three books; grammar, two books; geography, '»l>c furnished
two books; history, one book, and such other books as may
be required by the State Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion. The said Merrill shall, at the time of th,e making of
such contract, execute and deliver to the Governor a bond ct°u"cd.° be e*~
in the penal sum of §25;000, with at least two sufficient

, sureties, to be approved by the Governor, ' running to the
State of Minnesota, and conditioned for the faithful'perform-
ance by the said Merrill, his personal representatives or as-
signs, of'all and singular the terms of such contract on his
part to be observed. In case said Merrill, his personal repre-
sentatives or assigns, shall.at any time fail to fu l f i l any of
the terms of said contract on his part to be observed, the
entire penal sum thereof shsill at once become due and owing
to the State, and it shall be the duty of the Governor to
cause suit to be instituted in the name of the Stiite, to en-
force the liability on such bond, of the principal and suretiets
thereon.

SEC. 2. The foregoing books shall be equal in size and QUftUty an(i
quality as to matter and material to the following text-books sue of books,
now in general use, to-wit: The speller to Parker & Wat-
son's national speller; the first, second, third and fourth
readers, equal to Harvey's first, second, third and fourth
readers; the first and second grammars equal to Clark's brief
grammar and Clark's practical grammar; the three books of
arithmetic equal to Robinson's primary, intellectual and .
practical arithmetic; the two books of geography equal to
Cornell's primary and intermediate geography; the one book
of history equal to Barnes's brief history. The quality in
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matter and material of the books to be furnished under such
routract, with tbe corresponding books in this section speci-
fied, shall be determined '»y a ct>mmis.si<m to becomposrd of
the State Superintendent of Publ ic Instruction fur tin- time
being, Simtonl Niles, late county superintendent of coni'iion
schools of Olmsted county, and Will iam Benson, county
superintendent of common schools for the county of Carver,
or in case either of the persons last named should be unwill-
ing or unable to act, or should a vacancy occur, such other
person us may be appointed in his stead or to fill such va-
cancy by the Governor, Secretary of State, and Attorney
General. Such commission shall convene at St. Paul Cor the
purpose of performing the duties imposed upon them by this
act, at such time or times as the said contractor or Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction shall request it to do so. And
the persons composing such commission, other than the
State Superintendent of Public Instruction,shall each receive
five dollars per day for each day actunlly'occupied in perform-,
ing the duties, imposed by this act. The concurrence of a
majority of such commission shall be sufficient for the deter-
mination of any question coming before it under the provis-
ions of this act. The text of all the books to be furnished
under such contract, shall be subject, not oftener than once
in each period ot five years, to sutih revision and alterations
thereof us the State Superintendent of Public Instruction for
the time being shall direct.

SEC. 3. Tne prices to be paid by the State for the above
named test-books shall be for the

Speller, not to exceed 15 cents (the present price is 25
cents.)

First Reader, not to exceed 10 cents (the present price is
20 cents.)

Second Reader, not to exceed 20 cents (the present price is
45 cents.)
. Third Reader, not to exceed 30"cents (the present price is
60 cents.)

Fourth Reader, not to exceed 40 cents (the present price is
90 cents!)

First Grammar, not to exceed 25 cents (the present price
is 60 cents.)

Practical Grammar, not to exceed '50 cents (the present
price is $1.00.)

First Arithmetic, not to exceed'12 cents (the present price
is 25 cents.)

Second Arithmetic, not to exceed 25 cents (the present
price i* 40 cents.) -

Third Arithmetic, not to exceed 50 cents (the present price
is 94 cents.) ;

First Geography, not to exceed 50 cents (the present price
is 80 cents.)
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Second Geography, not to exceed 80 cents (the present
price is lf>0 cents.)

Hook of History, not to exceed CO cents (the present price
is I5u cents.)

Ani l for other books than those in this section named, a
proportional price ;iml no more shall be paid by the State.

SMJ. 4. It shal l be thu duty of each district clerk of the
several school districts of the State of Minnesota, to make
out an estimate of the number of school books required for ^'u^ho'mt
one year's supply of his school district, designating the -num- list 01 hooka
ber of books of each k ind wanted, and forward the same, oil ^.piy^ °
or before then*t'teenth,<lay of March of each ye.tr, to the county
superintendent of his county; and it is hereby made the duty
of the county super intendent of each county of this State,
upon receiving thu estimate.') from the school district clerks of ior«nni
his county, to make out his requisition, on or before the h'f- inielidcn
teenth day of Apr i l fallowing, upon the State Superintendent
of Pub l i c Instruction, for the total number of books of each
kind required by his county; said books to be forwarded to
the county auditor of his county. The State Superintendent ?(!"f1t.n^

ll
I

of Publ ic Instruction shall, on or before the fifteenth day of nmkoro.iuisi-
May, make'his requisition upon the contractor for the whole tr"i"i«r.con~
number of books required throughout the State.

The clerk of each school district shall make returns Qunru-riyr*-
quarterly to the director ot the number and union tit of books ["Yuumdob
sold, and shall pay over to the treasurer the amount of money ci«rk.
received iroin such sales. Me shall keep a detailed account of
the books received and sold, and on or before the fifteenth
day of March of each year, shall transmit to the county
superintendent, a statement showing the number and amount
sold, and the number of each kind of books on hand. Jt
shall be a misdemeanor for the clerk to refuse or neglect to
perform the duties above designated, punishable by a tine p?n.ftl'y r°*
not to exceed twenty-five dollars, or imprisonment not to fuaai.
exceed thir ty days.

MKC. 5. It shall be the duty of the contractor, as soon as
possible, after receiving the requisition ot the State Super- contractor*. *
iiitciidi ' i i t for the books ordered by the several county super-
intendents, to forward the number of books required, to the
several county auditors of the State, and npou'the filing of
the requisitions and t i n - del ivery of the ship]ting receipts for
the same to the Super in tendent ot Public Ins t ruc t ion , it shall
be t lu ; duly of said Superintendent to certify (he amount due
to t i n - contractor, and the State Aud i to r shall thereupon Mnnncrof
issue his warrant upon the State Treasurer for the amount [^["™t'or?
so certified, payable out of the school text-book fund herein-
after provided for.

>:KC,. (». The Super in tendent of Public Instruction shall
fix a price upon each book which wi l l cover the cost of trans- on books "
m i l t i n g them to the several counties of this State.

7. The State Superintendent shall send to the
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Stato SupcHn- county auditor of each county, and also to the State Auditor,
tendeot tof ix a statement of the price fixed upon each book, and the total

B pnce. cos£ o£ kjie uumDer Of books sent, and it shall be the duty
of the board of county" commissioners of each county, at
their next meeting, to make provision for the payment of

ment lby°ooun- the price of such books, and the county treasurer of each
ties. . . county shall immediately thereupon remit the amount of the

cost of such books to the State Treasurer.
Dutiespf coun- SEO. 8. It shall be the duty of the said county auditor to
ty auditors, transmit to the clerk of each school district in his county,

the number of books estimated and ordered by the clerk.of
such school district; and before the next semi-aunual settle-
ment of the treasurer of the county with such school dis-
trict, the county auditor shall notify the county treasurer of
the indebtedness of such district on account of the text-books
sent; and it shall be the duty of the county-treasurer, in

districts. y such settlement, to deduct the amount of such indebtedness
from the State school tax fund due such district.

Printed lifitrt SEC. 9. It shall be the duty of the State Superintendent
• firSheV0 bt? °f Public Instruction to have printed lists prepared, and to
clerks.. supply each school district with the same ; and it shall be

the duty-of the district clerk of each school district to sell
such books at such cost prices to the pupils of his school dis-.
trict. Provided, that in incorporated villages and cities, the

Proviso, reiat- clerk of the board of education shall notify the county super-
ing u> incor- iutcudent of the number of books required, and shall receive
facteiiaiid' such text-books from the county auditor of his county, and
cities. , shall notify the treasurer of such board of education of the

number of books received, and the cost of the same, where-
• upon the said treasurer of such board shall pay the amount of

. the cost of such books out of the funds in his hands belong-
ing to such board of education, to the county treasurer of his
county. Provided further, that such board of education may
designate a place in the village or city as a depository for such
text-books, and employ some person to sell such books to the
pupils of such village or city, at the actual cpst of the same,
with, five per cent, added, to pay for the handling of such
books.

^[""IT SEC. 10. Within one year after the State text b'ooks are
Soh'cJb of the6 printed and furnished to the State Superintendent of Public
state. Instruction, and for the period of fifteen years thereafter, no

text-books shall be used in the public schools of this State
in incorporated cities and villages, as well as in the State at
large,-other than the State text-books prepared under the
provisions of this act. Procured, that this act shall not be
construed to prevent pupils who have advanced beyond the

2 v. studies embraced in said books, from using other books, or
St'rbwn™ <>T* to prevent a revision of the text of said books, at the expir»-
Wu'niier'ppc **on °^ ̂ ve >"ears a^er their introduction. Provided further,
oiai charter. " that this shall not be obligatory upon hoards of education

acting under special charters.
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SEC. Jl. After one year from the tinii- the county and- Districts neg-
itor of-any county has received the number of text-books.!acjn?t?i,in"
required for the district schools of his county, from the 81*10 itext"
Superintendent of Public Instruction, the treasurer of such 1*09ka—penalty
county shall pay no part of the State school tax fund belong-
ing to a district of his county, to the treasurer of such, dis-
trict, until such treasurer produces his certificate in writing
of the county superintendent of public schools in his county,
certifying to the fact that the State text-books have been
introduced into the school or schools of such district, and
are used in such school to the exclusion of any other series of
text-books. i

SEC. 12. For the purpose of carrying out the provisions Appropriation
of this act, there is hereby appropriated and set "apart the ot JM.MO.M*
sum of fifty thousand dollars, to be used as a revolving fund, fSna.vm*
to be designated "the school text-book fund." This fund
fehall at all times be subject to the warrants of the State Aud- •
itor issued to the -contractor in payment for school hooks
delivered on the order of the State Superintendent; and all
payments of money into the treasury of the State by the '
county treasurers, on'account of school text-books, delivered '
to their several counties, shall be credited by the Treasurer
of State to" the school text-book fund herein provided for.

SEC. 13. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this
act are hereby repealed. *

SEC. 14. This act shall take effect and be in force from when act to
and after Its passage. . teke effect-

• Approved February 23, 1877- °

CHAPTER 76.
*

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A. STA.Y OF EXECUTION IN JUDG-
MENTS RENDERED IN THE DISTRICT COUNTS. OF THIS

-STATE FOlt THE RECOVERY OF MONEY ONLY.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

SECTION 1. Execution upon any judgment, rendered for stay of
the recovery of money only, in any district court of this
State, may be stayed for the period-of six (6) months. Pro-
vided, that, iu order to obtain such stay, the party applying
therefor shall, within ten (10) days after judgment is rendered


