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CHAPTER XX.

An Act to provide for the use of Steam 'Iraction Motors -Peb^ jflt 1370,
Jor purposes of transportation.

SiOTioa 1. County CommlMionera to came a roan for steam traction transportation to Y*

opened and laid oat upon receipt at a petition rfgned by ft majority of freehold-

er* rtsWlag along the llae of taid propoted road requesting the cooiUrjclloa ot

•old road,

2. All roads opened nnder thelprovidon* of Ihis act to be of o uniform wldtb.

3. Of what material road bed may be cuojtrucced.

4. When action *holl be taken by Connty Oommiwionera in the conjunction of any
rood for steam traction tmniportatlon.

6. Upon rigning article* of agreement County Commissioner* to cause a survey uf

the proposed line of road, and after ascertaining probable co« of eonitrnctloii,

the qaeitloo of building said road at expente of county to be submitted to legal

voter* of the county,

fl. Ballots, how prepared.

1. If the remit of laid election be in favor of the coniirnctlon, then the artlclei of

agreement ahall be counterrigned, «aled and recorded by the proper officers.

8. County Oommlsiioneca authorised M laroe bondi for th« wnomrt nectMiiy Ui
defray the expenses of construction.

B. ITheru bondi made payable—when made pajable—at what rate of Interest—coit
per mile of Bald road.

10. IIow principal and Interest to be paid,

11. If the majority of votes cajt at tald election wa« agamst aaid conttractlon, the

Cour.ty Commlaloner* may cause the road to be opened and constructed by

private means.

12. WheJi ictlo take effect.

JBe it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota :

SECTIOX 1. Upon the presentation of a petition si^ued ^ ,
. . / - i i - i i i i - c When commlf-by a majority ot the ireeholuers ana persons living on BIQB«S to cauw

United States lauds, who have filed their declaratory state- ?mcuo°ntr«n^or
ment for the same iu the proper land office, tmd actually "^nedUlbe

residing at the time withiu one mile of the Jiiie of any road
proposed to be used for steam traction transportation,
asking for the legal establishment ot such road as may be
prescribed by such petitioners within the limits ot the
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county in which said petitioners reside, it shall be the duty
of the board of county commissioneis of the proper county
to cause a road for steam Unction transportation to be laid
out, opened and improved, in the same nr.mnerand under
the same powers and restrictions in all respects as pro-
vided by law, lor laying out, opening or constructing and
repairing county roads in this state, except us hereinafter
provided.

SEC. 2. All ronda laid out and opened under the pro-
Aiiro»ditobeof visions of this act. for stenm traction transportation, shitll
nnlfbrtn *WUi. . * . n . 1

be a uniform width of twenty feet, nnd where steam trac-
tion transportation shall be used on the line of, nnd in con-
nection with any existing road twenty font in width on one
side of said road may be appropriated exclusively to steam
traction transportation, and said twenty feet may be sepa-
rated from the portion appropriated to general use by a
divison fence if deemed expedient.

SEC. 3. Road beds for steam traction transportation
may be constructed with timber causeway foundations for

SiLd'ted'mBj^e °'ay> g^vel or other material, or clay, gravel or other ma-
comtrucud. tcrial may bo used without causeway foundations for the

purpose of making a good, substantial and hard road over
soft ground, or wooden rails or trams may be used in con-
structing any such road when the same may be deemed
proper, and whore the character of the country demands
it the road bed may he cut down or filled in to make the
grade of the road suitable to the requirements of the steam
traction motors. All bridges for the use of steam traction
motors shall be constructed with a separate track for said
motorsKfrom that used for a general track.

SECJ4. No action shall be taken by any board of
„, , county commissiouerfl in the improvement or construction
WJwn oon>mi»- ,, T , „ ,. ,r ... ...•lonentiikii t»k« of uny TQa.(i for steain traction transportation until an agree-
Sruoionof'iuiy" nieut shall have beeu entered into by and between the
•uchroid. board of coanty commissioners, for and in behalf of the

proper county, and some responsible person or the duly
authorized representative of an association of persons, by
which such person or association of persons shall be
obliged to provide and operate 011 the road proposed to be
opened such uumber of steam traction motors as will suf-
fice to transport to and from the stations along said road
specified in said agreement, without any unreasonable de-
lay, and at a cost not exceeding the compensation to be
specified in said agreement, all agricultural products or
other freight belonging to any bonafide resident of such
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county for a term of yours not eseceding twenty, and in
consideration of the above mentioned obligation and tho
fai thful performance of tlio same, the board of county com-
missioners for and in behalf of tlio county in which tho
contemplated road is to he located and constructed, may
secure to the said person or association of persons the right
to operate said road with steam traction motors for the
samo term of years without intciTeveneo or hindmnce
through any action of tho county authorities of the said
county.

SEC. 5. As scon as said agreement shal l have been whenwwue*
. , i • i ° . f . inrye.r of the

signed ov said person or representative or an association propped rwi—
,9 .c , t i t 11 i • c question nf coan-ot persons, party of the one pare, and by the cluurtuau of t>-p»>-ing w*v

the board of county commissioners of the proper county, ™ftrote1

party of the other part to said agreement, the said board
of county commissioners shall cause the l ine and l i m i t s of
said proposed road to be de f in i t e ly surveyed and marked,
including the portion of uny road already established that
is proposed to be devoted to t tea in traction transportation,
and shall ascertain us near as may be the amount of im-
provement necessary to put said road in proper condition
for steam traction transportation and the probable cost of
tho same, and having obtained satisfactory information
upon these points, tho board of county commissioners
shall authorize a special election to bo held in tho proper
county, at which election the legal voters of the county
will determine whether the road shall be constructed at
tho expense oi the county or not, tho notice of tho time
and place of holding said election, tho qualification of
voters, the opening and closing of polls, and the counting,
canvassing and return of votes shall be in conformity to
the law regulating special elections in tho several counties
in this state. Provided, That the notice calling euch
election shall contain a ful l statement of the terms ot the
agreement entered into for steam traction transportation
over the proposed road, the location and points on tho
road, the estimated cost of constructing the road, and the
probable amount of freight belonging to citizens of tho
county that w i l l pjisa over tho road per annum.

SEO. 6. At all elections to bo held under tho provisions
of this act, tho voters voting in favor of const ruct ing any
road at tho expense of the .county* us specified in the no- Bdiot
tico for holding tho election, shall deposit u ballot, w i t h 1'*red-
the words written or printed, or partly written and partly
printed thereon, "Construction of steam traction road from
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(designating the point of beginning) to (designating the
terminus), yes," ami the voters opposed to the construc-
tion of said road, voting at said election, sba]] deposit
ballots with the words written or printed or partly written
and partly printed thereon, " Construction of steam
traction road from (designating (he place of beginning)
to (designating the terminus), no."

SEC. 7. If a canvass of the votes polled in any county
flt any election us herein provided shall show that a ma-

ai 70i'itv of the voters of such county votifi"1 at such electionto 1« counter- J J ^ o
•IBDBJ, Kaicd voted in furor'of the construction of such road for steam

traction transportation, then the agreement entered into
as provided in section four of this'act, shall be counter-
signed by the auditor of the county, scaled with the seai of
the board of county commissioners, and recorded by the reg-
ister of deeds, and being stumped in accordance with the
revenue laws of the UnitedStutes, shall thereafter be and rcr
main binding upon the parties thereto in all its provisions.
Provided, said agreement shall not contravene the provis-
ions of this act or of the constitution of the state of Min-
nesota, and the board of county commissioners shall forth-
with proceed to have the road as designated for steam
traction transportation opened and improved for such
transportation in conformity to the survey and estimates
embraced in the notice for holding the election at which
the construction of the road was authorized.

SEC. 8. To provide means for constructing any road
authorized to be constructed as provided by this net in any
county in this state, the board of county commissioners of

SSSSSt1 to the county iu which said road so authorized to bo cou-
dtrray expen«i. 5tructod may be located, are hereby authorized and em-'

powered to issue the bonds of the county for the amount
necessary to defray the expense of improving and con-
structing said road so authorized to be improved and con-
structed. Provided, That said bonds shall not exceed in
the aggregate the amount of the estimated expense ot im-
proving and constructing said road as set forth in the
notice tor holding the election at which the improvement
and construction of said rotid was authorized by the votes
ofu majority of the voters of the county voting at said
election.

SEC. 9. Said bonds ahull he made payable in the city
of New York not less than ten nor mare than twenty years
after the date thereof with interest coupons attached, pro-
viding for the semi-annual payment ol interest at the rate
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of teu ueY ceut. per vmiium, and said bonds shall be <Us- v,-b.«*. WSA ^-MI
T ,. , • . *• L • i c - I _ T JJT bonds made pay-posed of at par m payment lor material furnished and for ftbie— rate Oi in-

labor performed for the improvement and construction of ^c
e*7

the road so authorized to bo constructed and improved for
steam traction transportation and for no other purpose
•whatever. Provided, That not more than three thousand
dollars shall be paid for the improvement or construction
of any one mile of any road to be improved or constructed
under the provisions of this act, to include the improve-
ment or construction of bridges, -causeways, puttiug down
wooden rails or trams, cutting, filling, or any other im-
provement or work whatever.

SEC, 10. For the purpose of providing for the punc-
tual payment of the maturing interest and principal (on) all
bonds issued under the authority of this act, a tax upon
the taxable property in the several counties iu which such
bonds shall bo issued as heretofore provided, shall be as-
sessed and levied each year sufficient to pay all the inter-
est and principal of such bonds as may mature and become
payable before tho.time fixed by law for the collection of
any such tax for the next succeeding year./ AH such taxes
authorized by this act shall bo levied and collected at the
same time aud in the same manner that other county taxes
are levied and collected, and such taxes levied and col-
lected for the payment of the piincipal and interest of the
bonds so issued shall be applied to such payment and to
no other purpose.

SEC. 11. If, upon cauvassiug the votes polled at any
election in any county in this state, held in -pursuance of
sections five and six of this act, it shall appear that a ma-
jority of the votes cast at said election was cast against the JJi
construction of the road designated at the expense of the
county, then, and in that case, the said road shall uot be
constructed at the expense of the county, but at the re-
quest of a majority ot the freeholders' and persons living
on United States lands who have filed there declaratory
statement for the same in the proper laud office, and
residing at the time within one mile of the line of said
road as surveyed and marked, it shall bo lawful for the
county commissioners of the county to cause the road to bo
opened, and the road may be improved and constructed
with private means, aud^be operated in all respects as i;-
provided by this act for improving, constructing and oper-
ating county roads for steam traction transportation, ex-
cept tbnt no agreement between the board of county com-
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niissiouers of the county find the person or association of
persons operating said read shall be binding.

»ct to uke ^EC. 12. This act shall take effect and be in force Irom
effecl- aud after JU passage.

Approved February 19, 1S70.

CHAPTER XXI.

An Act proposing an amendment to Section ri'hree of Arti-
March 4,1870, •> „ ,- -, ^,cle ten of the Constitution.

Section 1, Amendment to Section Three (3), Article Ten (10) of the Constitution. LlablHUci

of ctocktrolderi ID anj corporation—«sceptloD,

2. Amendment to bo submitted to (he rotcri *t the next general elect ton—the TOtci

to be currueed and returaed u by Uw provided.

8. B*ltotft how prepared.

4. Wten act to take effect.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota :

SECTION 1. The following amendment to the constitu
lion is hereby proposed for publication and approval, or
rejection, by the people, in accordance with section one of
jirticle fourteen of the constitution, that is to say, thut sec-
tion three, of article ten, of the constitution, bo amended
no as to read as follows :

Amendmi-nt to Sec. 3. Each stockholder in any corporation, (railroad
Corporations exceptecl), shall be liable to the amount of
the stock held or owned by him.

SEO. '2. This proposed amendment shall be submitted
1o the people for their approval or rejection at the general
''lection for tho year one thousand eight hundred and
seventy, au^ each of the legal voters of the state, in their
respective districts, may, at such election vote by ballot
for or against such amendment, and the returns (hereof


