
SPECIAL LAWS

O V

M I N N E S O T A .
PASSED AND APPROVED AT THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE STATE LEGISLA-

TURE, OOMME.VCISO JANUARY SIXTH, ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED

AND BIXTT'THREB, ASD THBMJNATINQ HABCH BIXTU, ONE THOUSAND

BIGHT HTOPRED ASD SIXTY-TBREB.

CHAPTER I.

An Act to Facilitate the Construction of the Root River
Valley and Southern Minnesota- Itaitroad, and to
amend and continue certain acts in relation thereto.

Bionox 1. In wTwm the right*, benefit!, and Interest of laid roadTerted.
8. WhotocointttutenBoard of Director*
8. Who may call meetings of the Board.
4. Wnun company to acquire title to right of way, fte.—prlvllegei of laid cor*

porailon—duly of Gorernor on completion of every con«cuil« twenty
tnllea of uld road.

0. T7hcn exempt from MMument aod taxation—-Imtallments, when tad bew
paid—penalty for perjury.

A, When bondi to bo d«lfvered and tramfmed to laid company.
T. ttlghta, privileges, franchUe*, Ac.—upon what condition to be urfgMd to

Mill company.
8. Kegnlatlnns for traniport&tlon of paaunfen and frdgbl.
9. May coutrnct telegraph llnei.

10. Oonitrucllon or fences—how (mrerned.
11. Itepeal of acli Incontlitent with thli act.
12. Wltcn act to take effect.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

SECTION 1. That all the rights, benefits, privileges, nighti,
property, franchises and interests of the Root River val- proper r, *«.—
ley and" Southern Minnesota Railroad Company, acqnir-tawho*TtItt*
ed by the t State of Minnesota, by virtue of any acts,
deeds, sale,' foreclosure, agreement or thing, by the sai4

17!



ISO SPECIAL LAWS

, benefits
•ad Intornte of
Mid road—la
whouTerttd

Company hereinbefore done or suffered, or by reason of
any forfeitures, or by virtue of any law of the State, or
any foreclosure by'thc Governor or the State, acting for
and in behalf of me State, or by reason of a sale of tho
same, or- any part thereof, by the Governor of tho State
of Minnesota, and bid in and purchased by tho Governor
of the State of Minnesota, for the benefit of the State of
Minnesota; and all the lands interests, rights, powers,
and privileges, granted to, and conferred upon tho Ter-
ritory of Minnesota, in and by virtue of an act of Con-
gress, approved March 3,1857, entitled " an act making
a grant of lands to the Territory of Minnesota, in alter-
nate sections, to aid in tho construction of certain Kail-
roads iu said Tnrritory, and granting public lands in
alternate sections to the State of Alabama, to aid in the
construction of a certain Railroad in said State," appli-
cable to tho said roads, or lines of the said Root River
Valley and Southern Minnesota Railroad, aro hereby
disposed of and conferred to and upon tho said Root
River Valley and Southern Minnesota Railroad Compa-
ny, subject to tho provisions of tho act of Congress
aforesaid, be and the same aro hereby held iu trust, to
be continued, granted, and transferred for tho purpose,
and on tho terms and conditions hereinafter in this act
provided, free and clear of all claims and Hens thereon,
and free from all liens and claims of the State of Minne-
sota, against the same, except euch as aro retained by
the provisions of this act; and all the rights, privileges,
franchises, lands, property, and interests, granted by tho
Territory of Minnesota to the Root River Valley and
Southern Minnesota Railroad Company or Southern
Minnesota Railroad Company, by tho several acts of tho
Legislature of said Territory, the one entitled "an act
to incorporate the Root River Valley and Southern Min-
nesota Railroad Company," and of tho several acts
amendatory thereof, and an act entitled "an act to exe-
cute tho trust created by the act of Congress, entitled
' an act making a grant of land to tho Territory of Min-
nesota} in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of
certain Railroads in said Territory, and granting public
lands in alternate sections to the State of Alabama, to
aid in the construction of certain Railroads in said State,
and granting certain lands to Railroad companies the; o'n
named," approved May 22nd, 1857, arc hereby declared
to bo held in trust by the State of Minnesota to bo con-
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finned find granted to and tested in T. B. Stoddord, A.
G. ChatficM, Charles Sec, Lnko Miller, Hiram Walker,
Augustus IInvcn, Thomas McUoberts, Parker Paine,
Richard Chute, and Charles D. Slier wood, who arc crea-
ted a body corporate, under tho name and style of tho
Root River Valley and Southern Minnesota Railroad
Company, and their successors, with all the immunities,
rights, property, benefits, and privileges which the said
Hoot River Valley and Southern Minnesota Railroad
Company had, or might or could have by reason of tho
passage of tho said acts, free and clear of all claim and
liens thereon, and free from all liens and claims of tho
State of Minnesota against tho same, except such as aro
retained by the provisions of this act. For the purpose
of carrying out and effecting tbo objects of this net, tho
Root River Valley and Southern Minnesota Railroad
Company, and their successors and assigns, el mil Imvo
and be possessed of all the powers, immunities, rights,
franchises and privileges contained in and provided for
in the said two acts referred to in this section, and bo
subject to all tho conditions and provisions of the said
act, excepting as altered or changed by this act.

SEC. 2. The persons named as grantees in the first
section of this act, shall constitute a Board of Directors,
a majority of whom shall bo a quorum ; who shall serve
for gno year, and until their successors arc chosen and
qualified. The Board of Directors of said Company
snail thereafter consist of seven persons, to be elected by
the Stockholders; but the number may bo increased to
nine members by a vote of said Company. Elections for
Directors shall be held annnally, at such time and place
as may bo fixed by tho by-laws of said Cumpany. All
vacancies may bo filled by tho remaining members of
the Board.

SEC. 3. Any three of the Board of Directors prowhomiyeill
hereby authorized to call the first meeting, by giving
each of tho other members of tho Board, tcu days9

notice through tho Post Office, of tho time and place of
meetings.

SEO. 4. And be it further enacted^ That it is hereby wu« t»
made a condition of tho grants herein made, that said uu»»•
person or persons, or corporation, shall not acquire tliorlthlgt ***•**•
title to tho road-beds, right of way, depot grounds, cul-
verts, bridges, turn-outs, switches, rights, privileges, and
franchises, and tho track and lino of said Root River
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Valley and Southern Minnesota Railroad Company,
Tin til said Company shall fully complete and put in. run-
ning order, ten miles of said railroad; but eaid person
or persona, or corporation, may have tlio privilege of
entering into and upon said railroad track, right ot way
and depot ground, for the purpose of constructing said
railroad, and may have the privilege of acqniring the
right of way over the property owned by individuals in
the same way as now specified in the charter of the Root
River Valley and Southern Minnesota Railroad Compa-
ny, or Southern Minnesota Railroad Company. And
said Company are hereby authorized and required to
construct a railroad.with one or moro tracks, from a
point of junction with the Root River line, at or near
Hokah, to the village of Brownsville, in the county of
Houston, as provided in an act to execute the trusts cre-
ated by an act of Congress, entitled "an act making a
grant of land to the Territory of Minnesota in alternate
sections, to aid in the construction of certain railroads in
eaid Territory," approved May 22d, 1857, within one
year after the road is completed from La Crescent, via
Chatfield, to its junction with the Transit at Rochester,
and said company or corporation are also hereby em-
powered and authorized, to survey, locate and complete,
and perpetually to have, use, and maintain and operate
the line of road from Mankato, via South Bond, to the
southern boundary of the State, in the direction of the Big

Bwt7*ro*w< gioux river; and upon the construction and completion
**?»«"' °ften continuous miles of said road, commencing at La
unooaMw Crescent, with the running of'cars thereon, tho Govcr-
ttnnii«armii nor shall certify the gaixio to the Secretary of the Inte-

rior, aud thereupon, and not before, the said Company
may demand and be entitled to receive from said Gov-
ernor in tho name of the State, a deed in fee simple, of
the one hundred and twenty sections of land which tho
State may then bo entitled to, under the provisions of
tho act of Congress hereinbefore referred to, approved
March 3d, 1357, for the purpose of aiding in the con-
struction of said rood, and upon the construction and
completion of each and every consecutive twenty miles
of said railroad, then said Governor of said State of
Minnesota, acting for and in behalf of said State, shall
execute in the name of the State of Minnesota, tinder
the great seal thereof, a full and absolute title in fee
simple, to all the lands appertaining thereto, which were
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conveyed to the said State or Territory of Minnesota, by
an act of Congress passed March 3d, 1857, and entitled
"an net making a grant of lands to the Territory Of *nldl*IldJ

Minnesota, in alternate sections, to aid in the construc-
tion of certain Railroads in said Territory, and granting
public lands in alternate sections to tho State of Ala-
bama, to aid in the construction of a certain Railroad, in
said State," and which would have accrued to tho said
.Root Itivcr Valley and Southern Minnesota Kail road
Company, ov to •which it -would tinder any law of tho
Territory or State of Minnesota, or in any way or man-
ner bo entitled; and npon the execution of fiaiu deed,
the said company, or tho said person or persons shall
ha so tho absolute, full, and complete title to the. said
lands in feo simple.

Sico. 5. And be it further enacted, That the land
granted, or intended to be. granted by tho provisions of Whenexen,pl
this act to this corporation, or to the persons herein from Msemnc
named, (or to tho persons) who shall be the purchasers
of said Southern Minnesota Railroad, and who shall
finish and complete said railroad herein mentioned, shall
be and are hereby exempted from all assessments and
from all taxation whatsoever, until tho same shall have
been sold and conveyed by the said Company; and in
consideration of an annual payment of a per centum, (as
provided in this section) by said corporation as aforesaid,
the railroad, its appurtenances and appendages, and all
other property, estate and effects of said corporation,
which by the provisions of this act contained, said cor-
poration is to acquire, puichasn, hold, possess, enjoy or
use, for, in or about the construction, equipment, renew-
al, repair, maintaining or operating its railroad, as also
the stock and capital of said Company, shall bo and
hereby arc forever exempt from all taxation and from all
assessments; and in consideration of the grants made to,
and the privileges and franchises conferred upon tho
Company hereby created, and of tho exemption contain-
ed in this section, the said Company shall during the first
thrco years, after said railroad shall be completed and in
operation, on or before tho first day of March of each
and every year, pay into the Treasury of the State, onej j » . j , y »
per cent, on the gross earnings ot said railroad, the nrot
payment to be made on the nrst day of March next, after
tho said railroad shall bo completed and in operation,
and shall during the seven years next ensuing, after tho
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expiration of tho throe years aforesaid, pay into the
Treasury of this State, on orbefbrotho first day of if nrch
of each and every year, two per cent, on the gross earn-
ings of said Railroad; and snail, from and after the ex-
piration o f t en years from tho completion of said Kail-
road, on or before tho first day of March, of ench mid
every year, pay into the Treasury of this State, throe
per cent, of tlie gross earnings of said Railroad, nnd tho
payment of such per centum annually, as aforesaid, shall
be, nnd is in full of all taxation and assessment whatso-
ever. And for tho purpose of ascertaining the gross
earnings aforesaid, an accurate account of sucu earnings
shall bo kept by said Company, an abstract whereof
shall ho furnished by said Company to tho Treasurer of
Ibis State, on or before the first day of February in each
year, tho truth of which abstract shall be verified by affi-
chiviis of Treasurer and Secretary of said Company; and
for the purpose of ascertaining the truth of such affida-
vits, and the correctness of such abstract, full power is
hereby vested in tho Governor of this State, or any other
person appointed by law prescribed, to examine under
oiith the officers and employees of said Company, or
other persons; and if any person so examined by the
Governor or other authorized persons, shall knowingly
or willingly swear falsely, concerning the matter afore-
said, every such person is declared to have committed
perjury. And for securing to tho State tho payment of

r the aforesaid per centum, it is hereby declared that tho
State shall havo a lien upon the Railroad of said Com-
pany, nnd upon all the property, estate, and effects of
said Company whatever, real, personal, or mixed, and

• the lien hereby secured to the State, shall take and havo
precedence of all demands, decrees, and judgments
aguinst said Company.

SKO. G. And be It further enacted. That whenever
the said parties lie rein named, or said corporation herein
mentioned, their successors or assigns, snail fully com-

b- *««««•! "<i pletc said Railroad, that the Governor of the State of
Minnesota shall deliver, transfer and assign to said Com-
pany hereinbefore mentioned, all the bonds issued by
the Southern Minnesota Railroad Company to the Stato
of Minnesota.

SKO. 7. And fie it further enacted, That the rights,
privileges, franchises, road bed, right of way,properties,
niid immunities hereinbefore grouted and assigned, nro
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BO granted, transferred, and assigned, upon this express
condition that the eaid Root River Valley and Southern
Minnesota Kail road Company, or Southern .Minnesota
Railroad Company, shall build and construct ten miles .
of said Railroad within one year from the first day of
January, 1863, and thirty miles of said road within two
years from said first day of January, and fully build and
construct and complete, and fully equip said road from nightt, prM-
La Crescent via Uhattield, to its junction with the Transit lc«". ft
at Rochester, on' the present located lino of snid road,
except so far as it may be necessary to change the same
for engineering purposes, in coining up the Root Kivcr
valley, and in making a connection witutho Transit, and
from St. Paul and St. Anthony, via Minneapolis, to a
point of junction at Shakopee, in the comity of Scott,
and thence on the present located line thereof, to Man-
kato, within three years from the iirat day of January,
1863, and the whole of said lino within ten years from
the 3d day of March, 1S57; and upon tho failure to
keep and perform cither or any of tho conditions in this
section contained, all the unbuilt portions of said road,
with the properties, rights, and franchises appertaining
thereto, shall bo absolutely forfeited, and shall revert to
the State, without any other act or ceremony whatever,
in which case tho State shall hold and possess the same
in the like character she uow holds them, without any
merger or extinguishment, to bo used, granted and dis-
posed of for tho purpose of aiding tlio construction of
said road.

SEO. 8. That tho said Root River Valley and South-
ern Minnesota Railroad shall transport by all regular
trains, all passengers and freights delivered to the same
by every connecting lino of railroad, now or hereafter to
bo constructed, on the same terms and at no greater rate
than for the time being shall be charged fur the same ser-
vice to persons living on the lino of said road. J*r0videdt
Tbat any such connecting line shall bo governed by tho
same rnlcsin transporting passengers and freight on their
several linos, delivered by tho said Root River Valley
and Southern Minnesota Railroad.

SEO. 9. Tho Root River Valley and Southern Min-
nesota Railroad may construct telegraphic lines upon Mar construct
its road, connecting with other telegraphic Hues, and **§»i* ""•
charge fees for transmitting messages thereon.
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SEC. 10. That whenever the owner or occupant of
any land, through which said road shall pass, or adjoin-
ing the line of said road, shall enclose with a fence,
m'8 or l'or ^"ds, bounded in part by said road, said
Company shall construct and maintain its portion of tho
same, in the sumo manner that individuals are or innj be
required by law to erect and maintain partition fences,
and all fences erected on the line of said road by said
Company, or by the owners or occupants of lands along
the tine thereof, shall be considered partition fences, and
bo in all respects governed by the laws in force regulat-
ing the same. Said Company shall construct such ne-
cessary farm crossings over the line of their said road aa
may be required by tho owners of the land divided by
said road. At any time after the expiration often years
from and after the passage of this act, the Legislature
shall have full power to alter the provisions of this sec-
tion, and to maKC finch further and other rules and regu-
lations respecting the construction and maintenance of
form and cattle guards by said Company as they may
deem best.

»f ineon- SEC. 11. AH acts or parts of acts repugnant to or
inconsistent with this act arc hereby repealed.

SEC. 12. This act shall bo iu force from and after its
passage.

Approved, February 28, JS63.


