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CHAPTER X.

An Act for ike relief of the sufferers from the Siowa war.

Svonox "L Gorernor lothorlied to appoint Commteloneni to uoertaln the namber of
person* (loin, »nd the amount of property destroyed bj the Indian!
during the present war.

2. Oommiwloneri lo give notice of Unw «nd place of meeting for ihe purpoie of
receiving testimony respecting the lirwlort and property aettroyed.

8. Commissioner* to ascertain UM condition of thon killed or maimed bj uid
Indiana.

4. To ascertain tho kinds, number, value and owncnhlp of property dettrojcd.
6. OoramlMionen authorized to administer all necuuary oath*.
6. Oc>mmla«loner» to report re*ult of iaTettlgUloni to Governor.
7. Length of time allow ed OommUtloneri to receive Uitltnony.
8. Power to extend lime.
ft CommtoiaiKri to take oath for Ctlthfol performmnce of dotte*—compenttlion

—T»c*ncy, how tiled.
1ft. Act, when to talce effect.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:'

ooTemortomp. SECTION 1. That the Governor of the State, be and
point commit- he is hereby authorized and required, so soon as corive-

-fcr wh»t nient, after this act shall take effect, to appoint three
discreet and truetworthy citizens of the State to act as
Commissioners, to inquire into, and ascertain, as far as
practicable, the names, relationship and number of those
who have been slain by the Sioux Indians, or other In-
dians, confederating or acting with them, in their pres-
ent war upon the people of this State ; and, also, to in-
quire into and ascertain the kind, amount, value and own-
ership of the property and effects of citizens and settlers
that have been, or may hereafter be taken and destroyed
by said Indians during the present war.

SEC. 2. That it shall be the duty of said commission-
ers, within ten days after their appointment, to give

TO giYe notice of notice, by publication in the newspapers of the city of
time and pUcc of Oi T» i J 1^1 r i • ,. jSt. J/aul, and such other newspapers as may be printed

and published in the several counties in which said In-
dians have committed, or may hereafter commit depre-
dations, or take the lives of any of the people, of the
time or times, and place or places, where they will attend
to receive testimony respecting the lives that have been
]ost, and the property that has been or may be taken or
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destroyed by said Indians, which notice shall desig-
nate such place within the district of country where this
loss of life and property has accrued, as will bo most
convenient of access to sufferers and their friends ; spe-
cifying the length of time they or either of them will re-
main at the respective points named in such notice ; and
said noticj shall be given for at least three weeks before
the time tixed for receiving such testimony, and the ex-
penses of printing said notices shall be paid by the State.
And provided, that in case any agent or commissioner is
appointed by United States authority, to investigate and
adjust the matters embraced in the first section of this
act, then no commissioners shall be appointed under this
act.

SEC. 3. It shall be the duty of said commissioners to
inquire into and ascertain as fur as practicable, the names
and conditions of all who have been killed or maimed by dlUonor tho*>
said Indians, whether the persons so killed or maimed kUJed' *°
were the heads of families, or whether others who sur-.
vivo have been dependent upon them for support, and in
any such case to inquire into the circumstances of the
surviving friends, relatives and dependents, and the place
of residence of both the deceased and the survivors.

SEC. 4. That in making inquiries into the losses BUS- TO UCCTUIU the
tained by the people, by the depredations and robberies Wnd 'Dd T"Q8

c • J - T J - - 1 • • i n , • i i _ ° r pvowrty det-of said Indians, said commissioners shall ascertain the ^y^,
kinds, number and amount, value and ownership of the
property and effects alleged to have been taken or de-
stroyed by said Indians, and shall state also the business
or occupation of the person or persons whose property
or effects were so taken or destroyed.

SEC. 5. That said commissioners are hereby authorized
i * j i • »>• -i i* . i <• * * Anthorlxed t£&d-to appoint different places for the purpose or receiving jnjnliwril]n(
testimony respecting persons killed or maimed as afore- ce«r7 c*th»
said, and the loss and destruction of property and effects
as aforesaid, at the same time; and any one or more of
said commissioners attending at the place or places so
appointed for receiving such testimony, shall be, and
hereby is authorized to proceed with the inquiry and
receive and reduce said testimony to writing. That said
commissioners and each of them, for the purpose of
taking testimony., are authorized to administer all neces-
sary oaths and affirmations, but when said testimony or
other proofs shall have been taken and reduced to wri-

8
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ting, said commissioners shall examine the same together,
and from said testimony and other proofs, ascertain the
number and relationship of tho persons killed or maimed,
and determine the amount, value and ownership of the
property and effects found to have been stolen or de-
stroyed.

SEQ. G. That after having received and reduced to
TO report remit writing all the proper testimony, and other proofs offered
or inresiigaUoai before them, or either of thorn, said commissioners shall
to Go«rnor repOrt tlic result of their inquiries to the Governor of the

State, whose duty it shall be to t'ur\vard the same to our
Senators and Representatives in Congress, and request
them to lay it before their respective bodies.

SEC. 7. Tluit said commissioners shall continue to
ume attend at the place or places named in the notice hereby
Modwi recllliretl to bo given, and continue to receive testimony

for such length uf time as shall bo necessary, not exceed-
ing in the aggregate thirty days from the date designated
in such notice fur the meeting.

SEC. 8. That should thirty days be insufficient to re-
ceive the proof that may be ottered, the Governor, upon the

. _ j representation of said commissioncrsoramaiority of them.
Power to extend , r , , , , .. i .1 ,_• i l', . i-. itime shall havo power to extend the time; and that alter such

periud shall have expired, said commissioners, or either
of them, are hereby authorized to continue to receive
until the first day ot January, 1863, all proof which may
be offered to them by persons who were absent from the
State, or who, by reason of their services in the army or
volunteer force of the State, wore unable to appear before
said commissioners during the period named in the
notice aforesaid, and should such proof bo received after
they have made their regular report to the Governor,
they shall make a special or supplementary report embra-
cing such subsequent inquiries and the result thereof.

SEC. 9. That before entering upon the discharge of
their duties, said commissioners respectively shall take
and subscribe an oath that they will severally perform

Oomrnlrfonento t| ^ $ _ Q? i]*Q offi faitl,j'ally and honestly to tllO best
t*k«o«b—com- . . , . . , , , , .,., •" , ,, , ,.•'
ptDMiioQ—v»- 01 their judgment and ability, and they shall receive as a

ied compensation for their services the sum of three dollars
per day for each day they are actually engaged in the dis-
charge of their duties, and ten cents for each mile neces-
sarily traveled, which shall be in full for said services and
their expenses, and should a vacancy occur in said com-
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mission, from tiny cause, the Governor is hereby author-
ized to till the same.

SEO, 10. This act shall take effect from and after its
passage.

Approved September 27th, 1862.

CHAPTER XL

A.ct to provide against the traffic of ardent spirits
with the J-ndians.

1. Penalty for fnrnlflhingliriuor to TndlAni In thla State In any manner.
S. Duties of slitrlffB, constables and Justices of the pence.
3. Rtpcal of former net.
t. Act when to talm effect.

tit enacted bythe Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

SECTION 1. That if any person shall sell, exchange,
give, barter or dispose of any spirituous liquors or wines, p<Dftltjfor fcr-
r ' -i- T • i • ,1 • r., . i • nUhlng liqaoti toto any Indians within this State, such person, on couvic-
tion thereof before the proper district court of this State,
shall be punished by imprisonment in the State prison
for a period not exceeding two years, and shall be fined
not more than three hnndrcd dollars, and in all cases
arising under this act, Indians shall be competent wit-
nesses.

SEO. 2. All sheriffs, constables and justices of the
peace, within this State are, under penalty of forfeiting DQtlMor sh
their respective offices, required to make complaint of ""f"*

1_ * T • /»! "' f 1 * 1 JuBIlCCH 01 tsuch violations of the provisions or this chapter us may peaca
come within their knowledge, and the judges of the sev-
eral district courts in this State, are hereby required to
give this chapter in special charge to the grand juries of
the several counties in their districts. ••• ]

SEC. 3. An act entitled "An act to provide against


