Governor to ap-
polnt ¢commis-
sioners—for what
purpsss

To glve notles of
time and place of
meeting

68 . GENERAL LAWS

CHAPTER X.
An Act for the relief of the sufferers from the Siouw war.

Sugrioy L. (overnor suthorized to appoint Commissloners to ascertaln tha namber of
persons #lafn, and the smonnt of property destroyed by ihe Indiauns
during the present war. '

Oommissoners to glve notics of time and place of metting for the p of
receiving temtimony respecting the Lveslost and property destroyed,

Cosmmissioners to ascertain the condition of those Idiled or malmed by 2aid
Indiana.

To ascertain tho kinds, number, valus and ownership ommperty destroyed,

Qommiasloners authaorized to adminlster all nece [} .

Commipsioners to report result of inveatigatlons to (rovernor.

Length of time allow ed Commislonars to recelve testlmony.

Power to extend time, .

Commissdoners 10 take oath for falthfnl performance of duties—compenntion
—vacancy, how filled.

Act, when to take effect,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Stateof Minnesota:
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Seotion 1. That the Qovernor of the State, be and
he is hereby authorized and required, so soon a8 conve-
nient, after this act shall take effect, to appoint three
discreet and trustworthy citizens of the State to act as
Commissioners, to inguire into, and ascertain, ag far as
practicable, the names, relationship and number of those
who have been slain by the Sioux Indians, or other In-
dians, confederating or acting with them, in their pres-
ent war upon the people of this State; and, also, to in-
quire into and ascertain the kind, amount, value and own-
ership of the property and effects of citizens and sottlers
that have been, or nay hereatter be taken and destroyed
by said Indians during the present war.

Sec. 2. Thatitshall be the duty of said commisesion-
ers, within ten days after their appointment, to give
notice, by publication in the newspapers of the city of
St. Paul, and such other newspapers as may be printed
and published in the several counties in which said In-
dians have committed, or may hereafter commit depre-
dations, or take the lives of any of the people, of the
time or times, and place or places, where tEey will attend
to reccive testimony respecting the lives that have been
lost,and the property that has heen or may be taken or
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destroyed by said Indians, which notice shall desig-
nate such placoe within the district of country where this
loss of lite and property has accrued, as will be most
convenient of access to sufferers and their friends; spe-
cifying the length of time they or either of them will re-
main at the respective points nasmed ir such notice; and
said notic. shall be given for at least three weeks before
the time fixed for receiving such testimony, and the ex-
penses of printing said notices shall be paid by the State.
And provided, that in case any agent or comumissioner is
appointed by United States authority, to investigate and
adjust the matters embraced in the first section of this
act, then no commissioners shall be appointed under this
act.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of said commissiopers to
ingnire into and ascertain as fur as practicable, the names 7o ascertaln con-
and conditions of all who hiave been killed or maimed by dtlenef thos
said Indians, whether the persons so killed or maimed " #°
wero the heads of families, or whether others who sur-
vive have been dependent upon them for support, and in
any such case to inquire into the circumstances of the
surviving friends, relatived and dependents, and the place
of residence of both the deceased and the survivors.

Seo. 4. That in making inquiries into the losses 8us- Toascertain the
tained Ly the people, by the depredations and robberies X7 222 mite
of said Indians, eaid commissioners shall ascertain the yorea =
kinds, number and amount, valne and ownership of the
property and effects alleged to have been taken or de-
stroyed by said Indiane, and shall state also the busincss
or occupsation of the person or persons whose property
or effects were so taken or destroyed.

Sec. 5. That said commissioners are hereby authorized
to appoint different places for the purpose of receiving Anrerisediosd-
testimony respecting persons killed or maimed as afore- cemary caths
said, and the loss and destruction of property and effects
as aforesaid, at the same time; and any one or more of
said commissioners attending at thc place or places so
appointed for receiving such testimony, shall be, and
hereby is authorized to proceed with the inquiry and
receive and reduce said testimony to writing. %‘hat said
commissioners and each of them, for the purpose of
taking testimouy, ara autherized to administer all neces-
sary oaths and affirmations, but when said testimony or
other proofs shall have been taken and reduced to wri-
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ting, aaid commissioners shall examine the samo together,
and from said testimony and other proofs, ascertain the
number and relutionship of the persons killed or inaimed,
and determine the amount, value and ownership ot the
property and effects found to have been stolen or de-
stroyed.

Swe. 6. That after having received and reduced to
writing all the prol)er testimony, and other proofs otfered
before them, or either of themn, said commissioners shall
report the result of their inquiries to the Governor of the
State, whose duty it shali be to forward the same to our
SBenators and Representatives in Congress, and request
them to lay it before their respective bodies.

Sec. 7. That sald cominissioners shall continue to
attend at the place or places named in the notice hereby
required to be given, and continue to receive testimon
for such length of time as shall be necessary, not cxceed-
ing in the ageregate thirty days from the dato designated
in guch notice fur the meeting.

Sxc. 8. That should thirty dayabe insuflicient to re-
ceivethe proof'that may be offered, the Governor, upon the
representation of said cormmnissioners or 8 majority of them,
shall have power to extend the time; aund that after such
period shall have expired, snid commissioners, or either
of them, are hereby authorized to continue to receive
until the first day ot January, 1863, all proof which may
be offered to thein by persons who wero abseut from the
State, or who, by reason of their services in the army or
volunteer force of the State, were unable to appear before
said commissioners during the period pamed in the
notice afuresaid, and should snch proof be received after
they have made their regular report to the Governor,
they shall make a special or supplementary report cmbra-
cing such subsequent inguiries and the result thereot.

Sec. 9. That before entering upon the discharge of
their duties, said commissioners respectively shall take
and subscribe an oath that they wirl severally perform
the dutic . of the office faithfully and honestly to the lLest
of their judgment and ability, and they shall receive as a
compengation for their services the sum of three dollars
per day for cach day they are actually engaged in the dis-
charge of their duties, and ten cents for each mile neecs-
sarily traveled, which sball be in full for said services and
their expenses, and should a vacancy occur in said com-
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miesion, from any cause, the Governor is hereby author-

ized to fifl tho same. .
SEo, 10. This act shall take effect from and after its

paseage.

Approved September 27th, 1862.

CHAPTER XI.

An Act to provide against the traffic of ardent spirits
with the Indians.

BxCTI0N 1. Penglty for fornlshing liquar to Indlans ln this State in any manner.

. Dutlea of sheriffa, constables and justices of the peuce.

Repeal of former act.
Act when to take effect.

LB&it enacted by the Legislature of the Stateof Minnesota:

poree

Seorrox 1. That if any person shall sell, exchange,
give, barter or dispose of any spirituous liquors or wines, 1":::“’“’“ far
to any Indians within this State, such person, on convic- [y &
tion thereof betore the proper district court of this State,
shall be punished by imprisonment in the State prison
for a pertod not exceeding two years, and shall be fined
not more than three hundred dollars, and in all cases
arising under this act, Indians shall be competent wit-
nesses,
Sgo. 2, Al sheriffs, constables and justices of the
peace, within this State are, under penalty of forfeiting Dutiesof sheriffy;
their respective offices, required to make complaint of ;::::1:;::
such violations of the provisions of this chapter as may pewce
come within tieir knowledge, and the jodges of the sev-
cral district courts in this State, aro hereby required to
lcj;;‘m this chapter in special charge to the grand juries of
the several eounties in their distiicts,
Sec. 3. An act entitled “An act to provide against



