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Be it enacted ~by the Legiylaturo of the State of Minnesota :

SECTION 1. That each and every sub-district that now
Each township a *8 organised, or tliat has been set off as a sub-district, but
•chooi diitriet— not organized, in any county of this State, and each dis-
body corporate trict htircatter organized under the provisions of this act,

is hereby declared to be a school district and body corpo-
rate by the name and style of school district number
in the county of , and by such name may
contract and be contracted with, sue and be sued in any
of the courts of this State having competent jurisdiction.

Tnutentohoid ^EC> ^- ^acn ^^^ every such school district shall hold
property for dis- in the corporate name of the district, the title of all lands
f** and other property now held, or which may hereafter be

acquired for school district purposes in such district.
SEC. 3. In all cases where the title to lands or other

Tttto to property property held for school purposes is in doubt, or is vested
adjusted m Ojjier parties than those prescribed in section three of

this act, it shall be the duty of the trustees of the district
in which snoli property is situated, to procure the title to
such lands or other property to be vested as provided in
this act.

SEO. 4. The several districts in each county shall be
numbered by the county auditor in regular order from
number one upwards, and their description and bounda-
ries shall be clearly given and well defined, a record of
which, and of all the alterations made from time to time,
shall be made in the office of the county auditor.

SEC. 5. The county commissioners of the several
counties of the State, shall have power to create new
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school districts, change the boundaries of districts, or
unite two or more districts, whenever a petition signed
by a majority of the legal voters of the territory to be
affected thereby, shall be presented to them requesting
such organization or change, l^owded, That in creat-
ing school districts, the county commissioners shall con-
fine each district to their respective towns, as far as the
same may be practicable. Provided further, That any
five or more voters residing in the district who may feel
aggrieved by the alteration, change or organization of
their district, may apply to the county commissioners for
a re-hearing at the succeeding session thereafter, by post-
ing a notice of such application in thrco conspicuous
places in the district, at least ten days before said session,
on due proof of which the commissioners shall then con-
sider the complaint, and make such order in the premises
as justice may require. Provided further^ That when
the district so to bo formed or altered shall consist of ter-
ritory in two or more counties, the aforesaid petition shall
be presented to the commissioners of said counties, who
shall cause the order for the formation or alteration of
such district to he filed in the office of the county auditors
of their respective counties, and it shall be the duty of
the auditors of said counties to deliver a copy of such
order to the clerk of the district. AVhen a tax is voted by
such district, the clerk shall transmit to the county auditor
of each of the counties a statement of the amount so voted.
The said auditors shall thereupon transmit each to the
other an abstract of the assessment in that part of the dis-
trict in their respective counties, and shall levy the amount
required in proportion to the amount of property in their
part of the district situated in their respective counties.
The money arising from such assessment, shall be drawn
by the district treasurer from the county treasurer of each
county in which the district is situated. The number of
scholars in each fraction of the district shall be returned
to the auditor of that county in which said portion of the
district is situated, and all moneys apportioned shall be
drawn by the district in the same manner as when the
district is in one county.

SEC. 6. Formations and alterations of districts shall
be made by an order in writing, setting forth the bounds Formations «*
cf the district so formed or altered, and signed by the "
county auditor. Such order shall be recorded in the of-
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fice of the county auditor, and a certified copy of such
order shall be delivered to the clerks of the several dis-
tricts affected, upon application to the county auditor.

Sec. 7. The officers of each district shall be a director,
treasurer and clerk, who shall be elected on the last Sat-
urday of March in each year, and shall hold their offices
until their successors are elected and qualified; J*rovidedt
That said officers shall be chosen for the year 1862, upon
the first Tuesday of May. But when a new district snail
have been formed under the provisions of this act, a
meeting for organization may be called by a notice signed
by three freeholders or householders residing within the
limits thereof, said notices to be posted in five conspicu-
ous places in the district, ten days before such meeting is
called, and the meeting so called shall have the same
powers as arc given in this act to annual meetings.

SEC. 8. Allpersons elected as district officers under
this act, shall within ten days after notice thereof by the
clerk, file their acceptance of the same in the office of the
district clerk.

SEO. 9. Every person duly elected to and accepting
penaiufcrnftu- the office of director, treasurer or clerk of any school
in* to««T*-ii0w district, who shall neglect or refuse to enter upon the
wUccted duties of his office ana serve therein faithfully according

to the provisions of this act, shall forfeit the sum of ten
dollars, which may be collected by suit before any justice
of the peace in the county, to be prosecuted bv the direc-
tor of the district, or by any legal voter therein, said suit
to b# brought in the name of the district, and the pro-
ceeds to be applied to the use of the district.

SEO. 10. The director, treasurer and clerk of each
BMM or tnuieM district, shall constitute a board of trustees, and shall in

that capacity have the general charge of the interests of
schools and school houses in their district; shall lease or
purchase in the corporate name of the district, a site for
a school house, such as has been designated by a majority
of the le^ol voters of the district; shall build, hire or
purchase a suitable school House out of funds provided
for that purpose; and when directed by a majority of
qualified voters at any legal meeting of the district, may
sell or exchange any such site or school house.

S&c. 11. It shall be the duty of each member of the
board of trustees to visit the school at least once in each
term, and give such advice to the teachers as ma^ be for

Officer* elected,
when to gin
aodca

—dntlMtf
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the benefit of the school, and they shall submit to the when to TMI
legal voters of their district at their annual meeting an Khoob-«ubmu

tgana*»estimate of the expenses of the district for the coming
year, including in their estimate a school for at least
three months and all things necessary for such school.

SEO. 12. It shall be the duty of the board of trustees
to hire for, and in the name of the district, such teachers
as have procured a certificate of qualification ; and make
a contract with such teacher, specifying the wages per
month and time employed, as agreed upon by the parties,
and shall file such contract in tho office of the clerk.

SEO. 13. It shall be the duty of the director to pro-
vide fuel for the schools of the district, provided the dis- Dnt'of *•*••
trict makes no provision for fuel at their annual meeting, rf eaclldlllric*
to furnish all things necessary for the school house during
the time a school shall be kept therein ; to appear for and
in behalf of his district in all suits brought by or against
his district, whenever no other direction shall be given
bv a lawful meeting of the legal voters thereof; Ifyovi'
aed, That if the district has a library, the board of trus-
tees may appoint a librarian, and make all needful rules
for its circulation, preservation and increase.

SEO. 14. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of each Dnttflf trcuum
district, to receive and pay out all moneys apportioned to
or belonging to his district, and to keep an accurate ac-
count of the common school fund and of the district fund
raised by tax.

SEO. 15. The treasurer of each district shall execute
a bond to the district in double the amount of money, as
near as can be ascertained, which will come into his hands T™«lir«r *° i1™
as treasurer, during the year, with sufficient security, to Ĵ ^0*11**
be approved by the director and the clerk, conditioned
for the faithful discharge of his duties. Such bond shall
be filed with the clerk of the district, and in case of any
breach of any condition thereof, the director shall cause a
suit to be commenced thereon, in the name of the district,
and the money when collected shall be applied to the use
of the district.

The treasurer failing to give a bond as provided in this
Act, or for any other cause being unable to attend to his
duty, the director and the clerk of the district shall then
proceed to appoint another treasurer, who shall give bond
as required nerein. Provided, That in case of any va-
cancy in the board of trustees, the vacant office shall be
filled by an appointment by the remaining trustees.
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SEO. 16. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to pre-
sent at each annual meeting, a report in writing signed
by him, and containing a statement of all moneys re-
ceived by him during the year preceding, and of all his
disbursements, exhibiting vouchers therefor; also the
amount of taxes assessed upon, the taxable property of
the district during the year, the purposes for which they
were assessed, the amount assessed for each purpose,
which report shall be recorded by the clerk ; and if it
shall appear that there is any balance in the hands of the
treasurer, he shall immediately pay over such amount to
his successor in office. Provided^ That the director and
clerk shall examine said report and if correct they shall
endorse the same.

SEC. IT. It shall be the duty of the clerk to record
the proceedings of the district meetings and of the board
of trustees in a book provided for that purpose by the
district ; he shall enter therein all copies of his reports
made to the county auditor or State Superintendent;
keep and preserve all records, books and papers belong-
ing to his office, and deliver the same to his successor in
office ; to act as the clerk of the district in all of its meet-
ings, or if absent to record the minutes of the clerk pro
tern, and shall keep an account of all expenses of the
school and school house and of outbuildings, fences, wood,
stoves and all the conveniences of the school room, such
as maps, charts, blackboards and school libraries.

SEC. 18. It shall be the duty of the clerk to give at
least ten days n°tice of each annual or special meeting,
by posting up three notices thereof in conspicuous places
in the district. Every notice for a special meeting shall
set forth all the objhOts for which such meeting was called.
Special meetings may be called on the order of the board
of trustees, or by the request of five or more freeholders
or householders of the district ; Provided^ That at any
annual meeting the legal voters present may act upon
any matter properly before thorn, except the raising of
money for building or purchasing a school house, or
fixing the sito thereof, without its being particularly set
forth in the call.

SEC. 19. It shall be the duty of the clerk between the
^rs* aD<^ fifteenth days of October of each year, to make

u waiter- when and transmit to the county auditor a report in writing
showing :

bo*

TO report to conn
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1st. The names of all persons, male and female, re-
spectively, residing in the district on the last day of Sep- between UM o«u
tember preceding the date of his report, between the ages J J£* **ytM*
of five and twenty-one years.

2d. The number of those who have attended the Numberthat
i i j ,\ have attendedschool during the year. ^^
3d. The length of time a school has been taught by a „ , . ,

i-.e -I * i & j j.i -j i- • ii &j- ^* L. Howlongiehoolqualified teacher and the wages paid him in the district. teugbt
4th. The amount of money received from the county M(mey received

treasurer from the money apportioned by the county from apportion*
auditor. men!

5th. The amount received from tax voted to he raised Monfly nvkm
by the district; the purpose for which it was raised; the from tax voted
manner in which said sums have been expended; the tobB*8lied

condition of school house and grounds; the kind of books now expended
used and such other facts as the State Superintendent
may require, which report shall be verified by oath be-
fore some competent person.

SEC. 20. It shall be the duty of the cleric to draw or- ordentot»;
ders on the treasurer of the district for the payment of draflmoatrM>*
the teacher, or for any lawful purpose, and when such Bm~forwbmt

orders are attested by the director, they shall bo paid by
the treasurer. Such order shall state the service or con-
sideration for which it was drawn, and the person ren-
dering such service. The clerk shall procure from the
county auditor and furnish each teacher a register for his
school, which register shall be deposited by the teacher
with the clerk at the end of each term, and before any
money shall be paid or order drawn for services as
teacher.

SEC. 21. The clerk of the district shall furnish to the
county auditor on or before the 15th of September in each
year au attested copy of his record, stating the amount
of money voted to bo raised by the district tor school pur-
poses at any annual or special meeting.

SEC. 22. And it is hereby made the duty of the coun-
ty auditor to file the copy of the record of the district,
as in section 21, and to levy the amount specified therein
upon the real and personal property of the district, and
to enter upon his assessment roll for the year, in a sepa-contato

rate column, the tax levied thereon. And it shall be the
duty of the county auditor to report to the State Super-
intendent, in a tabular form, an abstract of the reports of
the clerks of the several districts in his county, and any
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failure to make due returns shall be deemed a misdemea-
nor and he shall forfeit for every such omission the Bum
of fifty dollars, to be deducted from bis salary by the
county commissioner. Said report shall be made be-
tween the 1st and 15th of November in each year and
stating:

1st. The number of districts in his county.
2d. The district which have made report to him.
3d. The length of time a school has been taught in

each district by an authorized teacher.
4th. The amount of money received from each source

for the use of schools.
5th. The amount disbursed to each district and the

amount on hand.
6th. The number of persons in each district between

the ages of five and twenty-one years, distinguishing be-
tween the males and females, and the number that nave
attended schools during the year.

7th. The amount ot money raised in the districts and
and paid for teachers1 wages in addition to the public
money paid therefor ; the amount of money raised for
purchasing school sites, for building, hiring, purchasing,
repairing, insuring and ornamenting school houses and
grounds since the date of his last report.

8th. The number of private schools, high schools,
colleges and universities in his county, their condition
and resources, and the number of teachers and pupils
therein. Ho shall also receive from the State Superin-
tendent and forward to the several clerks of districts such
blanks, reports and circulars as shall be forwarded to him
for that purpose.

SEO. 23. Any failure on the part of a clerk of a school
district to make report to the county auditor, as provided

penalty an r«a- in this Act, shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed
u» * report fifty dollars, which shall be applied to the use of the

district.
SEC. 24. It shall be the duty of the county auditor,

on the last "Wednesday of March and on the last "Wed-
nesd*v of October of eacn year> to make apportionment
of the money in the county treasury for the support of
schools, among the several school districts in the county,
which apportionment shall be in proportion to the num-
ber of persons in the district between the ages of five and
twenty-one years, as shown by the reports of the several
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districts, and the auditor shall transmit to the clerk of
each district a c'opy of the apportionment of said district.

SKO. 25. The county treasurer shall pay over upon
the order of the county auditor to the treasurer of any
school district any money in his hands belonging to such
school district, by any apportionment, or by collection of ?""*bli""w

any delinquent taxes, or other money belonging to said taS^HS?
district. Provided, That the county treasurer shall pay to «h«n dun*
zio school moneys to any district treasurer until such dis-
trict treasury- shall have tiled in the office of the county
auditor notice from the clerk of his district, which notice
shall be countersigned by the diiector of the district, that
such district treasurer has tiled in the office of the dis-
trict clerk his official oath and bond, as provided in sec-
tion 15 of this Act. Provided, That any and all moneys
now in the (jounty treasury, and already apportioned to
existing school districts ot the county, and the moneys
collected, and which may be collected upon the delinquent
list of any tax levied heretofore by any school district or
sub-district of the county, shall be paid to the town treas-
urer, for the proper use and credit of the district or sub-
districts upon which the taxes so collected were levied,
and shall be paid out by the town treasurer, upon the or-
der of the supervisors, attested by the town clerk, to be
by them applied to the indebtedness of such districts or
sub-districts, or to such other purposes to vrliich it may
be legitimately applied.

And furtfter Provided^ That if any district or sub
district under the operations of chapter eleven of the Ses-
sion Laws of 1861, being an act to provide for a general
system of common schools, the officers thereof, and their
respective powers and duties, approved March 7th, A. D.
1861, or of previous acts, shall have contracted obliga-
tions which remain unpaid, such district or sub-district,
organized under the provisions of that act, or previous
acts, are hereby empowered to vote such sums, to be raised
as a tax, as will be sufficient to pay such debts.

Provided, also. That if any district so organized has
any surplus of money raised by tax or otherwise the same
shall be equitably distributed among the districts of the
town by the supervisors thereof.

SEO. 26. The legal voters when lawfully assembled,
not less than five being present, shall have power, by a
majority of the votes of those present—
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power of the ia- 1st. To appoint a moderator.
not 2d. To adjourn from time to time.

"*" 3d> ^° elect a director, clerk and treasurer, and when
necessary, to choose a clerkpro tern, in the absence of the
clerk of the district.

4th. To designate a Bite for a school house.
5th. To vote an amount of money to be raised by a

tax on the taxable property of the district, sufficient with
the apportionment of the common school fund, to support
a school the length of time voted by the district; to pur-
chase or lease a site for a .school house and to build,
hire or purchase such school house when the same
shall be necessary; to keep in repair and provide the
same with the necessary furniture and appendages; to
procure fuel, and to purchase or increase a library and
school apparatus.

6th. To repeal or modify their proceedings from time
to time. Provided, That tue board of trustees shall have
power to levy a tax sufficient to support a school three
months in the year without any vote of the district; And
providedfwtfusr, That the legal voters may vote to have
a school any length of time more than three months.

SEO. 27. All taxes raised by virtue of this act, shall
how ecu- be levied and collected in like manner, and by the same

persons, as county taxes are levied and collected.
SEO. 28. The county commissioners of the several

counties of this State, shall at their annual meeting in
September, of each year, or at any other time in case of

meat vacancy, appoint one man in each of the commissioner
districts of the county, whose duty it shall be to examine
persons applying to them for a certificate and license to
teach in the schools of the county. Ifovided, That the
present town superintendents shall hold their offices until
September, 1862.

SEC. 29. For this purpose, each examiner named in
^^SJ^J section twenty-eight of this act, shall attend at his office,
teacher or at his residence, on the last Saturdays of April and

October in each year. To snch persons as upon exami-
nation appear to be well qualified to teach reading, wri-
ting, English grammar, including orthography, arithme-
tic, geography and history, and can give satisfactory evi-
dence of good moral character, such examiner shall grant
his certificate of license to teach any common school in
the county for one year.
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SEC. 30. Such examiner may cite tore-examination when mtyr*.
any person holding a license, and under contract to teach, voiuuunw
any common school in his commissioner district, and be-
ing satisfied upon snch re-examination or otherwise, that
such person is not of good moral character, or has not
sufficient learning or ability to teach a common school, he
may revoke such license, and from the time the notice of
snch revocation is filed in the office of the district clerk,
the teacher's contract shall become void, and the said
teacher's wages shall cease; Provided*, That the wages
of the teacher for the time he has actually taught, and at
the contract price shall bo paid as agreed.

SEO. 31. The county examiners shall be paid out of compenntion of
the county treasury at the rate of two dollars per day, «»ta»
for each day specified in section thirty; Provided, All
persons asking a certificate and license to teach, may be
examined at any other time, upon the payment of fifty
cents.

SEO. 32. No person shall be admitted to teach in any
of the schools ot this State supported in whole or in part when p«*ou to
by public funds, until he shall have passed an examina-be Admitted to
tion before the district examiner and received a certificate te*ch

of good moral character and sufficient ability to teach
such branches as may be taught in common schools.

SEO. 33. It shall be the duty of the teacher to procure
a register for his school from the clerk of the district; to
keep a daily record of attendance and of such other mat-
ters as may be required in said register, and to receive all
persons sent to him between the ages of five and twenty-
one years; Provided, That older persons may attend
school under any arrangement with the board of trustees,
provided, however, that the board of trustees shall have
sole power to determine who shall attend school from
other districts, and the terms on which they may attend;
and no persons shall have any right to attend school out
of his district unless in accordance with an arrangement
with the board of trustees of the district where such per-
son proposes to attend school, who may at their discre-
tion admit scholars from an adjoining district, provided
/totiA0r,4hat the board of trustees may expel any scholar
from school for insubordination, immorality or infections
disease.

SEO. 34. Any teacher who shall have complied with
the provisions of this act, shall be paid out or the fust
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moneys in the treasury, and no subsequent 'claim shall
supersede his; and no money in any district treasury
shall be applied to any purpose whatever, other than the
payment of teachers, so long as there shall be any such
claim against it.

SEO. 35. For the purpose of maintaining common
schools,-it shall be the duty of the commissioners of each
county, to levy an annual tax of one-fifth of one percent,
on the amount of the assessment made by the assessor
for the same year, which tax so levied shall be extended
upon the assessment rolls of the year, by the county au-
ditor, in a separate column, and this shall be collected in
the same manner and by the same person as other county
taxes are collected, except that the school tax shall be
collected in gold or silver, or United States treasury notes,
and the money so collected shall be paid into the county
treasury for the support of common schools, to be appor-
tioned as provided in this act. As a further provision
for the support of schools, there shall be set apart by the
county treasurer of each county, the proceeds of all fines
for the breach of any penal law in this State not otherwise
appropriated by law. And it shall bo the duty of the
county auditor to open an account with each district in
his county, and shall keep an accurate account of all
moneys received by or due to each of said districts, and
all such matters as may be necessary to show the condi-
tion of accounts between each of said districts and the
county treasury; and for this purpose he shall examine
any or all of the books in the office of the county treasury.

SEC. 36. All lands now held or which may be acquir-
ta*Uon ed by school districts for common school purposes, snail

be exempt from all taxes and assessments while held ac-
cording to the provisions of this act.

SKO. 37. Nothing in this act changing the title, con-
dition, or relation of existing school district property shall

eontrmct be construed to effect or prejudice any right ot such dis-
trict to enforce by law against the proper parties thereto,
any contract, right, obligation or cause of action now ex-
isting, or prejudice any right of any party who may hold
any contract^ obligation, right or cause of action, or lien
upon any such district or the property thereof; Provided^
however, That if any differences of opinion should arise
among the officers of the districts, towns or counties, who
are empowered to carry out the provisions of this act
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relative to the legal construction of the same, it shall be
the duty of the Attorney General of the State, on the
written application of the county auditor, submitting such
questions of doubt or difference, to give his legal opin-
ion in writing to sunh auditor, on the points thus submit-
ted ; and his opinion thus given, shall be binding until
annulled by the judgment or decree ot any court having
competent j urisd iction.

SEO. 38. Each of the incorporated towns and cities in
this State, having by their several charters a common o
school system, which shall, by some proper officer there- mied to iPPor-
of, make to the auditor of their proper county, a report of tionmrat
the enumeration of scholars and other matters by mis act * mOM*
made necessary to be reported, the same as is required
of school districts, shall be deemed to have complied with
the provisions ot this act, and shall be entitled to their
apportionment of public moneys, to be apportioned and
drawn substantially as provided herein, or as provided by
their special acts of incorporation \Providea* That the
special school systems of St. Paul, Winona, Minneapolis,
and such other cities or towns as have their educational
interests provided for by a special act, shall not be effect-
ed by the provisions of this act, except as herein specially
provided.

SEO. 39. The Secretary of State shall be ex ojficio Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction, and shall perform all
the duties of said office without any additional salary over
and above that now allowed to him as Secretary of State,
and without any compensation whetcver for such duties.

SEO. 40. It shall be the duty of the State Superin-
tendent to prepare and submit to the Legislature, in each
year, a report containing:

1st An abstract ot the common school reports re-
ceived by him from the several county auditors, showing Drttal «* »•*•
the num'ber of organized school districts in the State, the
number of schools taught, the enumeration of persons
between the ages of hve ami twenty-one years, distin-
guishing between male and female, and the whole num-
ber taught in the district schools.

3d. A statement of the condition of common schools
and of all other institutions of learning in the State that
may report to him.

ad. The amount of school moneys collected and ex-
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ponded each year from all sources, specifying the amounts
trom each source respectively.

4th. All matters relating to his office, the common,
schools of the State, and the school fund, the number and
character of teachers, and whatsoever he may deem it ex-
pedient to communicate.

SJSG. 41. It shall be the duty of the State Snperin-
ten dent to prepare his report by the fifth day of Decsm-
ber in each year, and to prepare and forward to each
county auditor all blanks necessary for carrying into effect
the provisions of this law.

TO innecee SEC. 42. The State Superintendent shall prepare and
cur ft>™» ° distribute proper school registers for teachers, and forma

necessary for the returns of county auditors and district
clerks, which he is authorized to procure from the State
printer.

SKC. 43. It shall be the duty of the State Superin-
tendent to make an apportionment of the available cur-
rent school funds in the State treasury among the several
counties of this State on the first Monday of February,
in proportion to the number of scholars between the ages
of five and twenty-one yeara, residing therein ou the tret
day of October previous and, to transmit a statement
thereof to the county auditor of each county of the
State.

SEC. 44. Chapter eleven of the session laws of 1861,
being an act to provide for a general system of common
8CjjOO|gj ^he officers thereof, and their respective powers
and duties, approved March 7th, A. D. 1861, and all rets
and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this
Act, are hereby repealed.

SEC. 45. This Act shall take effect and be in force
from and after its passage.

Approved March 6th, 1862.


