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Statistics, except such as shall be necessary to the duties of
the Auditor.

to SEC. 15. That the Commissioner may hare a desk in the
have access to State Library, with free access to the books of said library.
stfttoLibrary guC> i@, Tbia Act shall take effect from arid after its

passage.
AMOS COGGSWELL,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
IGNATIUS DONNELLY,

President of the Senate.
Approved February sixth, one thousand eight hundred and

sixty. ALEX. RAMSEY. .
SECRETARY'S OFFICE, MINNESOTA,)

February 6th, 1860. f
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the orig-

inal on file in this office.
J. II. BAKER, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER XIV.

An Act topwoidtifoT Township Organization.

ABTICLB 1. Sec. 1. Organization of towns—duty of County Commission-
ers.

2. Provision in cases of fractional townships, of when
townships are divided by rivers.

3. Towns to bo named by the inhabitants therein.
4. County Commissioners to designate time and place of

holding town meetings.
6. Duty of County Auditor.
6. Dnty of Auditor when tiro or more towns have same

name.
ARTICLE 2. Sec. 1. Limits and boundary lines of townships to remain as

already established.
5. Powers of each town aa a body corporate.
8. Towns to exercise only the powers enumerated, in. this-

Act.
4. Proceedings by or against town to bo* made- m, name

of the town.
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ABTICLE 7. Sec. 1.

2.

By-lows to t>c posted — to affect all persons within the
limits of the town.

Town meetings to be held annually.
Officers chosen at town meeting.
Assessors and Supervisors to bo Fenco Viewers.
Powers of electors at town meeting.
When special town meetings may be held,
Duties of Town Clerk in case of special meeting,
Notice of special town meeting what to specify.
Town meeting to bo called together by Town Clerk.
Moderator to state business to bo transacted.
Provision in case of unqualified voter.
Qualifications requisite to vote at town meeting.
Minutes of town meeting to be filed with Town Clerk.
Proclamation of time of opening and closing polls.
Manner of electing the several officers.
All officers voted for by ballot to be named in one bal-

lot.
Clerk to keep a poll list.
One of the judges to deposit ballots,
Judges to publicly canvass votes.
Canvass how conducted. (
Clerk to enter statement of result in rarautcs and pub-

licly announce the same.
Clerk to notify persons elected.
Persons eligible to office.

• Officer to take oath within ten days after election.
Certificate of oath to be filed in office of Town Clerk.
Neglect to file oath deemed a refusal to serve.
Person chosen to office of Overseer of* Highways or

Pound Master to file notice of acceptance.
Town Treasurer to execute bond.
Chairman of Supervisors to file such bond with sure-

ties with Register of Deeds.
Bond and sureties of Constable.
Bond and oath of Justice of the Peace.
Action against Constable to be prosecuted within one-

year after expiration of office.
Neglect of Treasurer or Constable to ijive bond to be

deemed a refusal to serve.
Person chosen to office of Supervisor, Treasurer, Town

Clerk or Assessor to forfeit five dollars in case of re-
fusal to serve.

Overseers of Highways or Pound Masters to forfeit
five dollars if refuse to serve.

Penalty for entering upon duties of office before taking
oath.

Town officers to hold office one year— exceptions.
Vacancies bow filled.
Vacancies in appointing board may be filled by re-

maining officers.
Proceedings in case of neglect to elect officers at time

fixed by law.
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ABTICLE 7. Sec. 4.
ARTICLE 8. Sec. 1.
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ABTICLB 12. Sec. 1.
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ABTICLB 18. Sec. 1.
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ABTICLB 14. See. 1.

Justices of the Peace may accept resignations.
Powers of Supervisors.
Town Supervisors may cause improvements on streets

in incorporated towns.
Supervisors to prosecute actions npon bonds.

Two Supervisors to constitute a quorum.
Town Clerk to have custody of records, books, Ac.
Records, what to contain.
Form of bond of Town Clerk.
Town Clerk to transmit name of Constable to Clerk of

District Court.
Notice of election of Justices of the Peace to bo trans-

mitted to Clerk of District Court
Penalty for neglect of Town Clerk to moke return.
Copies of papers to be received as evidence.
Clerk to post copies of by-laws.
Supervisors to constitute a town board for auditing

accounts.
Board to meet annually. >
Board to audit accounts of Town Treasurer.
Board to make report—what to contain.
Report to be publicly read. *
Town Treasurer to pay audited accounts.
Town Clerk to be^clerk of town board.
Town Treasurer to receive and have charge of oil mon-

eys belonging to his town.
Treasurer to keep account of all moneys.
Town Treasurer to draw from County Treasurer mon-

eys belonging to bis town.
Town Treasurer to make report of moneys received

from County Treasurer.
Penalty for neglect to comply with provisions of this

Article.
Compensation of town officers.
Compensation of Town Clerks, Assessors, Supervisors,
Compensation of Pound Masters.
Suits between towns how conducted.
Suit to be in name of town.
Town not required to appear at first term of court.
Process to be served on Chairman of Supervisors.
Inhabitants to be competent witnesses and jurors.
Action not to be brought before Justice residing in

such town.
Action for trespass on town lands.
Court may partition lands claimed by towns.
Judgment against towns how collected and paid.
Pounds to be under direction of Pound Master.
Pounds mny be discontinued.
Definition of town charges.
Money to defray town charges to be levied on property.
Officers to demand books, Ac., from predecessor.
Person appointed to demand books and papers front

person having them in charge.



OF MINNESOTA FOB 1860. 113

Aana.s 14. Sec. 7. Officer to deliver, under oath, all books and papers to
Successor in office.

8. Death of officer, daty of administrator.
0. Koch town to constitute an election district

10. Supervisors to be judges of election,
11. Limitation of town tax and debt.
12. Act not to apply to incorporated cities.
18. Itepeal of former Acts.
14. When Act to take effect,

Me it enacted by tfte Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

ARTICLE I.

SECTION 1. Whenever twenty-five legal voters of any
Congressional Township in this State, containing one hundred
inhabitants, shall petition the Board of County Commission-
ers to be organized as a Town under this Act, the Board of town
County Commissioners shall forthwith proceed to fix and
determine the boundaries of such now town, and to name the
same; and said Board of County Commissioners shall make
a full record of all their proceedings in relation to laying off
said town, and file the same with the County Auditor.

SEC. 2. Tractions of townships, or either of them, may-
be attached by said Commissioners to an adjoining town, or
may be divided between two or more towns, or organized Fractional town-
separately, according to the wishes of a majority of the legal
voters to be affected thereby ; and when rivers or creeks so
divide a township as to be inconvenient fordoing town busi-
ness, the fraction so formed may be disposed of as other
fractions; and any township having two or more villages or
cities, each containing two hundred or more inhabitants, may
petition the County Commissioners for such division; and
whenever the County Commissioners are so petitioned, they
may, if they shall think that the interests of such town will bo
subserved thereby, proceed to divide such township in such
manner as will best suit the convenience of the people.

Sao. 3. Towns thus formed shall be named in accordance
•with the expressed wish of the inhabitants of the. town, but Nome at
if there should not be a degree of unanimity as to the name,
the County Commissioners may designate A name.

SBO. 4. The County Commissioners shall thereon make
oat notices for each town, designating a suitable place for
holding the first Town Meeting in such town, whioh'shall be
holden within twenty days alter said town shall be organiz- Town meetings
ed; and the Auditor shall deliver such notice to the Sheriff
of the county, who shall cause the same to be posted in such
township, not less than ten days before the day set for such
Town Meeting.

Sac. 5. Each Auditor shall, within thirty days After such
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Abstract to bo town shall be organized, transmit by mail to the Auditor of
transmitted to State, an abstract of such report, giving the bounds of each
State Auditor town an(j t|ie nwne designated; and said County Auditor

shall record, in a book for that purpose, a full description of
each town.

BEO. 6. If tbe Auditor, on comparing the absract of the
vhcn reports from the several counties, snail find that any two or

more townships have names alike, he shall transmit to the
Auditor of die county or counties the name or names of such
town or towns to be altered; and the Board of Commissioners
shall, at its next meeting thereafter, adopt for such town
some name different from those heretofore named, so that no
two towns organized under this Act shall be named alike ; and
when such name shall be adopted, the Auditor of the county
shall inform the State Auditor as before directed.

ARTICLE II.

main *a before

OF BOUNDARIES, UIGIITK, POWERS A3TD LIABILITIES OF TOWXS
AS HOD IKS CORPORATE.

SEC. 1. The limits and boundary lines of avery organized
, 1 - 1 , 1 • •* • i. i i -i , •
township shall remain ns now established until otherwise
provided by the Board of County Commissioners under the
authority of law.

SEC. 2. Bach town as a body corporate, has capacity —
3>'irst — To sue and be sued, in the manner prescribed by

the ,aws of the State>

Second — To purchase and hold lands within its own limits,
and for the use of its inhabitants, subject to the powers of the
Legislature.

Third — To make such contracts, purchase and hold such
personal property as may be necessary for the exercise of its
corporate or administrative powers.

Fourth — To make such orders for the disposition, regula-
tion or use of its corporate property as may be deemed con-
ducive to tbe interests of UB own inhabitants.

SEO, 3. No town shall possess or exercise any corporate
Limitation or the powers except such as are enumerated in this Act, or shall be
iMvurj towns especially given by law, or shall be necessary to the exercise

of the powers so enumerated or granted.
SEC. 4. All acts or proceedings* by or against a town in

its corporate capacity, shall be in the name of such town;
rroceetHnsstob* but every conveyance of lands within the limits of suck
in name or town town, made in any manner for the use or benefit of its inhab-

itants, shall hare the same effect as if made to the town by
name.

SEC. 5. No by-law made by any town shall take effect
to be before the same shall be published by posting up copies thereof

in three of the most public places in the town ; and such
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by-laws duly made and so published shall be binding upon
all persons coming within the limits of the town as well as
upon tha inhabitants thereof, and shall remain in force until
altered or repealed at some subsequent Town Meeting.

ARTICLE m.

OF TOW'S JICEETI5TGS.

SEC. 1. The citizens of the several towns of this State,
qualified to vote at general elections, shall annually assemble
and hold Town Meetings in their respective towns, on the
first Tuesday of April, at such place in each town as the
electors thereof, at their annual Town Meetings, shall from
time to time appoint; and notice of the time and place of
holding such meeting, shall bo given by the Town Clerk, by
posting up written or printed notices in three of the most
public places in said town, at least ten days prior to said
meeting.

SEC. 2. There shall be chosen at the annual Town Meeting
in each town, three Supervisors—one of whom shall be desig- ^^
nated on the ballots as Chairman, one Town Clerk, one Treas- cer"c x

urer, one Assessor, two Justices of the Peace, two Constables,
and one Overseer of Highways for each road district in said
town; Prooicted, That Justices of the Peace and Constables
shall be elected only once in two years, except to fill vacancies.

SEO. 3. The Assessor and Supervisors elected in everyFraoe vlewws

town shall, by virtue of their office, be fencb viewers of such
towns.

SEC. 4. The electors of each town shall have power at
their annual Town Meeting— Powers of «it«t

First —To determine the number of pound maulers, and the0"
location of pounds.

Second—To select such town officers as may he required
to be chosen.

Third—To direct the institution or defence of suits at law
or in equity, in all controversies whore such town shall be
interested.

Fourth—To direct such sums fo be raised in such town for
prosecuting or defending such suit as they may deem necessary.

Fifth—To make all rules and regulations for ascertaining
the sufficiency of all fences in such towns, and for impound-
ing animals.

Sixth—To determine the time and manner in which cattle,
horses, mutes, asses, hogs, sheep, goats, and dogs shall be
permitted to go at large.

Seventh—To impose such penalties on persons offending
against any rule or regulations established by said towns,
except such as relate to the keeping and maintaining of fences.
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Ppeclal town
meet lugs

Town Clerk to
post notices of
neetinj;

Notice what

as they may think proper, not exceeding ten dollars for each
offence.

£00ht&—To apply such penalties, when collected in such
manner as they may deem most conducive to the interests of
such town.

Ninth—To" vote to raise euch sums of money for the repair
and construction of roads and bridges, for die support of the
poor and for other necessary town charges as they shall deem
expedient.

Sso. 5. Special Town Meetings may be held for the pur-
pose of choosing town officers to fill any vacancies that may
occur, also for the purpose of transacting any other lawful
business, whenever the Supervisors, Town Clerk, and Justices
of the* Peace, or any two of them, together with at least
twelve other freeholders of the town, shall file in the office of
the Town Clerk a written statement that a special meeting is
necessary to the interests of the town.

SEC. 6. Every Town Clerk with whom such statement
shall be filed, as required in the preceding Section, shall
record the same, and immediately cause notice to be posted
up in five of the most public places in the town, giving at
least ten days' notice of such special meeting; and if there is
a newspaper printed in said town he shall cause a copy of
said notice to he published therein at least three days before
the time appointed for such meeting.

SEC. 7. Every notice given for a special Town Meeting
shall specify the purpose for which it is to be held, and no other
business shall be transacted at such meeting than euch as is

10 specified in such notice. If vacancies in office are to be filled
at such meeting, the notices shall specify in what, office va-
cancies exist, how they occurred, who vas the last incumbent,
and when the legal term of each office will expire.

ARTICLE IV.

Town meeting

OV TOE METHOD OF COXWUCTIXG TOWN MEETINGS.

SEC. 1. The electors present, at any time, between nine
and ten o'clock in the forenoon of the day of the annual
Town Meeting, or special Town Meeting, shall be called to
ovAet by tho Town Clerk, if there be one present; in case
there is none present, then the voters may elect, by acclama-
tion, one of their number chairman. They shall then proceed
to choose one of their number to preside as moderator of such
meeting. The Town Clerk last before elected, shall be clerk*
of the meeting, and shall keep faithful minutes of its proceed-
ings, in which he shall enter at length, every order or direc-
tion, and all rules and regulations made by this meeting. If
the Town Clerk be absent, then such person as shall be elected
for that purpose, shall act as clerk of the meeting. And the
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Board of Supervisors of each town shall be the Judges of
Election at such Town Meeting; Provided, That in case of the
absence of any of said Board at the opening of the meeting,
the electors present shall choose from their number other
persons to act in their stead as judges of such election.

Sso. 2. At the opening of every Town Meeting, the
moderator thereof, shall state the business to be transacted,
and the order in which such business shall be eatertaiuod;
and no proposition to vote a tax shall he acted on out of the
order of business as stated by the moderator, and no proposi- Uoderitor t»
tion to reconsider any vote shall be entertained at any Town
Meeting, unless such proposition to reconsider shall be made
within one hour from the time such vote sball have been pas-
sed, or the motion for such reconsideration shall be sustained
by a number of voters equal to a majority of all the names
entered upon the poll list at such election up to the time such
motion be made; and all questions upon motions made at
Town Meetings shall bedetermined by amajority of the electors
voting; and the moderator presiding at said meeting shall
ascertain and declare the zesult.of the votes on each question.

SEO. 3. If any person offering to vote at any election, or
upon any question arising at such Town Meeting, shall bo
challenged as an unqualified voter, the judges of tho Town
Meeting, shall proceed thereupon in like manner as the judges
at the general election are required, adapting the oath to the
circumstances of the Town Meeting.

SEO. 4. No person shall be a voter at any Town Meeting
unless he shall be qualified to vote at general elections, and Qualifications or
has been for the last tea days, an actual resident of the town T0tera

wherein he shall offer to vote.
SEO. 6. The minutes of the proceedings of every Town innutcs or m«t-

Meeting, subscribed by the clerk of said meeting-, and by the ing to be fli«<i
judges, shall be filed in the office of the Town Clerk, within
two days after such Town Meeting.

ARTICLE V.

I ' R O C L A H A T X O X B .

SEC. 1. Before the electors shall proceed to elect any town
officer, proclamation shall'be made of the opening of the polls,
by the moderator, and proclamation shall, in like manner, be
made at such adjournment, and of the opening and closing of
the polls, until the election is ended.

SEO. 2. The Supervisors, Treasurer, Town Clerk, Asses*
sor, Justices of the Peace, and Constables, shall be chosen
by ballot; all other officers shall be chosen either by yeas an
nays, or by dividing the electors, as the electors may determine

SEC. 3. When the electors vote by ballot, all the officers
voted for, shall be named iu one ballot, which shall contain,
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Aiufflce» to bcw"ttett or printed, or partly written and partly printed, the
on Mime laiiot names of the persons voted for, and the offices to which such

persons are intended to be chosen, and shall he delivered to
one of the judges so folded as to conceal its contents.

poll tut to bo SEC. 4. -When the election is by ballot, a poll list shall
fcrpt be kept by the clerk of the meeting, on which shall be entered

the name of cacli person whose rote shall be received.
deposit SEC. 5. When the election is by ballot, one of the judg-

in box 6s shall deposit the ballots in a box provided for that purpose.
SEC. G. At the close of every election' by ballot, the

rotes to be pub-judges shall proceed publicly to canvass the votes, which
Hciy canvassedicanvaa8 wnon commenced, shall continue without adjournment

or interruption, until the same is completed.
SBC. 7. The canvass shall be conducted by taking a ballot

at a time from the ballot box, and continue counting until
ttuivnu how the number of ballots are equal to the number of names on
conducted the poll list, and if there shall be any loft in the box. they

shall be immediately destroyed, and such person as shall have
the greatest number of rotes, shall be declared to be elected.
If, on opening the ballots; two or more ballots shall be found
to be so folded, that it be apparent that the same person
voted them, the Board shall destroy such votes immediately.

SEC. 8. The canvass being completed, a statement of the
result shall be entered at length by the clerk of the meeting

Hosnittobepub. in the minutes of its proceedings, to be kept by him as before
iiciy announced required, which shall be publicly read by him to the meeting,

and such reading shall be deemed notice of the result of the
election, to every person whose name shall have been entered
on-the poll liat as a voter.

cierk to notify ®zc- 9i r^10 c'er^ °^ ever7 Town Meeting, within ten
jwraon elected days thereafter, shall transmit to each person elected to any

town office, whoso name shall not have been entered on the
poll list as a voter, notice of his election.

AKTICLE VI.

Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S .

Kiigiiiiiit; to SEC. 1. Every person quali&ed to vote at Town Meetings,
office shall be eligible to any town office.

SEC. 2. Every person elected or appointed to the office of
Supervisor, Town Clerk, Assessor, Treasurer, or Constable,
within ten days after he shall be notified of his election or

oath of officer appointment, shall take and subscribe before the Town Clerk
or Justice ot the Peace, an oath or affirmation, to support the
Constitution of the United States, andof the State of Minneso-
ta, and faithfully to discharge the duties of his office, (naming
the same,) to the best of his ability. Such oath shall be ad-
ministered without fee, and certified by the officer before
whom it was taken, with the date of taking the same.
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SEC. 3. The person taking such oath, shall immediately, certificate of
and before entering upon the duties of liis office, Gle the onth to iw mm
certificate of such oath in the office of the Town Clerk. .

Siic. 4. If any person chosen or appointed to any town
office, of whom an oath or bond is required, shall neglect to Neglect deemed
file the same within the time prescribed by law, such neglect™1"'"110"'™
shall be deemed a refusal to serve in such office.

SEC. 5. Every person chosen or appointed to the office of
Overseer of Highways or Found Master, before he enters on Notice or.nccept-
the duties of his office, and within ten days after he shall(mce

have been notified of his election or appointment, shall cause
to be filed in the office of the Town Clerk, a notice signifying
his acceptance of such office. A neglect to cause such notice
to be filed, shall be deemed a refusal to serve.

SEC. 6. Every person chosen or appointed to the office of
Treasurer, before he enters upon the duties of his office, and
within ten days after he receives notice of the amount of taxes
to be collected by him, shall execute to tho Supervisors ofnonrt of Tre™-
the town and their successors in office, and lodge with them urer

a bond, with one or more securities, to be approved by the
Chairman of their Board, in double the amount of such taxes,
conditioned for the faithful execution of his duties as such
Treasurer.

SKC. 7. The Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of tlie chB-irmn 0[ a,,
town shall, within six days thereafter, file such bond, with ]M>rvi»» to fife
said approval endorsed thereon, in the office of the Register ixmd with
of Deeds, who shall make an entry thereof in a book providedtw of Dewis

•for that purpose.
SEC. 8. Every person chosen to the office of Constable,

before he enters upon the duties of his office, and within eight .
days after he shall be notified of his election or appointment, Oftth of
shall take and subscribe the oath of office prescribed by law, uu
and iBball execute in the presence of the Chairman of the
Town Board or Town Clerk, of the town, with one or more
sureties, to be approved by such Chairman or Town Clerk, an
instrument in writing, by which such Constable and his
sureties shall jointly and severally agree to pay to each

•and every person who may be entitled therto, all such sums of
money as the said Constable may become liable to pay on
account of any execution or other process xrhich shall be
delivered to him for collection, by virtue of his office.

The Chairman of tho Board of Supervisors, or Town Clerk,
shall, if such bond be approved, endorse such approval of
such instrument, which shall be his approval of the sureties Bond io. bo filed
therein named, and shall cause the bond of such Constable
to be filed in the office of the Town Clerk; a copy of said
bond certified by the said Clerk, shall be presumptive evidence
in all courts of the execution thereof by such Constable and
sureties.

SEC. 9. Every person elected or appointed to the office of
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Oathof Justice of Justice of the Peace* shall, -within ten days after receiving
the Peace notice thereof, take and subscribe before any Justice of the

Peace, or other officer dnly authorized to administer oaths,
an.oath to support the Constitution of the United States, and
of the State of Minnesota, and faithfully and impartially to
discharge the duties of his office, according to the best of his
ability.

He shall also execute a bond to the Chairman of the Town
Board, with two or more sufficient sureties, to he approved
by such Chairman, in the penal sum of not less than five
hundred (500) dollars, nor more than one thousand (1,000)
dollars, conditioned for the faithful discharge of all his official
duties as such Justice.

The Chairman of the Town Board shall endorse thereon,
Bond imd oath to his approval of the sureties named in such bond) and such
be tiled Justice shall immediately file the same, together with his oath

of office, duly certified, with the Clerk of the District Court
of the proper county.

SEC. 10. All actions against a Constable or his sureties,
Action against uPon such instrument, shall be prosecuted within one year after
Constable 'be expiration of the term for which the Constable named.

therein, shall have been elected or appointed, which may be
prosecuted before a Justice of the Peace, when the amount
claimed does not exceed one hundred (100) dollars.

SEC, 11. If any person chosen or elected to the office of
stKurfty *° Treasurer or Constable, shall not give such security and take

such oath as is required above, within the time limited for
that purpose, such neglect shall be deemed a refusal to serve.

SEC. 12. If any person chosen to the office of Supervisor,
Treasurer, Town Clerk, or Assessor, shall refuse to serve, he

Penalty tor refn- shall forfeit to the town five dollars.
sing to serve SEC 13. If any person chosen or appointed to the office

of Overseer of Highways or Pound Master, shall refuse to
serve, he shall forfeit to "the town five dollars.

penalty for enter- ®EC< J4< W'any town officer who is required by_ law to
ing 'upon duties t*ke the oath of office, shall enter upon the duties of his office
befcretaUng before he shall have taken such oath, he shall forfeit to such
oath town the sum of fifty dollars.

SEC. 15. Town officers, except Justices of the Peace and
Constables, shall bold their offices for one year, and until
ot^ers arfl chosen or appointed in their places, and are quali-
fied. The Justices of the Peace and Constables shall hold
their offices for two years, or until others are chosen and
qualified.

ARTICLE VII.

proceedings in SBC. 1. Whenever any town shall fail to elect the proper
caw ot oiiim to number of town officers to which such town may be entitled
elect offlcen by-law, or when any person elected to a town office shall fail
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to qualify as such, or whenever any vacancy shall happen in
any town offices, from death, resignation, removal from the
.town, or other cause, it shall be lawful for the Justices of the
Peace of the town, together with the Board of Supervisors
or a majority of them, to till the vacancy or vacancies occasioned
or occurring in consequence of any or either of the causes
above specified, by appointment by warrant under their bands;
and the persons1 so appointed, shall hold their offices until
others are chosen, or appointed in their places, and shall have
the same powers, and be subject to the same duties and penal-
ties as if they had been duly chosen by the electors.

SEC. 2. Whenever a vacancy shall occur from any cause,
in any or either of tho offices enumerated in the foregoing
Section,'composing the Board of Appointment for tho appoint- v«C!Ulcyinboani

... *e • * • *. i 11 i. i f i e of amwmtmentment of town officers, m case of vacancy, it shall be lawful for
the remaining officers, of such appointing Board to till any va-
cancy or vacancies thus occurring.

SEC. 3. In case any town in any county shall refuse or
neglect to organize and elect town officers at the time fixed by Proceedings \t
law for the time of holding annual Town Meetings, it shall be town n*Elccttn

lawful for twelve free-holders of the town to call a Town T"1** M'1 ,_ , . _ , f > i i • • • elect omcera n t
Meeting for the purpose aforesaid, by posting up notices, in 1)ropcrtim()
three public places in such town, giving at least ten days'
notice of such meeting; which notice shall set forth the time
and place and object of such* meeting; and the electors
when assembled, by virtue of such notice, shall have and
possess all the powers conferred upon them at the annual Town
Meeting. In case no such notice shall be given, as aforesaid,
within thirty days after the time for holding the annual Town
Meeting, the Board of County Commissioners of the county,'
shall, on the affidavit of any free-holder of said town, filed in
the office ot tho clerk of the Board, setting forth the facts,
proceed, at any regular or special meeting of the Board, and
appoint the necessary town officers of such town, and the
persons so appointed shall hold their respective offices until
others are chosen or appointed in their places, and shall have
the same powers and be subject to the same duties and penal-
ties as if they had been duly chosen by the electors of said
town. ,

SEC. 4. The Justices of the Peace of any town, may, for
sufficient cause shown to them, accept the resignation of any
town officer in their town, and whenever they shall accept any c
such resignation they shall forthwith give notice thereof to
ihe Town Clerk of the town.

ARTICLE VIII.

OF SUPERVISORS.

SEC. 1. The Supervisors of each town, shall have charge
9
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of such affairs of the town as arc not by lav made the duties
of gu ier_of other town officers; and they shall have power to draw
° orders on the Town Treasurer for the disbursement of such

sums as may be necessary for the purpose of defraying the
incidental expenses of the town, and for all moneys raised by
the town to be disbursed for any other purpose.

SEO. 2. Whenever any incorporated village or town which
is laid out into streets shall be included in the limits of an
organized township, the Town Supervisors shall be Authorized

may to cause improvements to bo made in any street that may be
I^IUM improve- needed as a highway, if the corporate authorities of said
menu in villages Vji]ag6 or town shall neglect to make such improvements.

SEC. 3. The Supervisors of each town shall, by their name
of office, prosecute for the benefit of the town, all actions upon
bonds and sureties given to them, or their predecessors in
office; and shall also sue for aud collect all penalties and

action forfeitures in respect to which no other provision is mnde,
which shall bo incurred by any officer or inhabitant of the
town; and they shall have power in like manner, to prosacute
for any trespass committed on any public enclosure, or prop-
erty belonging to the town, arid shall pay all moneys collected
under this Section to the Town Treasurer.

SEC. 4. Any two of the Supervisors may in all cases
constitute a quorum for the performance of any duties required

i* • m f*m m i i i *by law, of the Town Supervisors, except when otherwise
provided.

ARTICLE IX.

upon

•I..j wo
to commute a

0V 'X CTJSKK.

caw of record*

Duty of Town
Clerk

SBC. 1 . The Town Clerk of each town shall have the cus-
tody of records, books, and papers of the town when no other
provision is made by law; and he shall duly file, and safely
j^p au certificates of oaths, and other papers required by law
to be filed in his office.

SEC. 2. He shall transcribe in the book of records of his
town, minutes of the' proceedings of every Town Meeting
therein, and he shall enter therein every order or direction,
aod a]i rulea and regulations of any such Town Meeting; and
shall also file and preserve all accounts audited by the Town
Board, or allowed at a Town Meeting1, and enter a statement
thereof in such book of records.

SEC. 3. Every person hereafter elected or appointed to the
office of Town Clerk in any of the towns of this State, shall,
kefora k° entflrs uPon the duties of his office, and within the
time prescribed by law for filing his oftth of office, execute an
instrument in writing, with two or more sufficient sureties, to
be approved by the Town Treasurer, which writing shall be
in substance as follows : A. B.. chosen (or appointed) Town
Clerk in the town of - and C. D,, and E. F., bis sureties,
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<lo hereby agree to pay to said town, or w each and every
person who may be entitled thereto, all damages which said
town, or person or persons, may sustain by reason of the loss
of any chattel mortgage or other paper, required by law, to be
tiled and kept in the office oC said. Clerk, or by reason of neglect
to perform, or unfaithful performance of official duty by said
Clerk.

SHC. 4. Every Town Clerk, immediately pftcr tho qualifi-cierktotnunmit
cation of any Constable, chosen or appointed in his town, shallnaa* rf Confl.it
transmit to the Clerk of the District Court of the county, theb!e

name of such Constable.
SEC. 5. Each Town Clerk shall, immediately after the

election of any Justices of the ?eaco in his town, transmit a
written notice thereof to the Clerk of the Dictrict Court of Further duty or
said county, stating therein the names of the persons elected,
and the terms for which they were respectively elected; and
if one or more of them have been elected to*nll a vacancy, ho
shall state in said notice who was the last incumbent of the
office.

SKC. 6. If any Town Clerk shall wilfully neglect to make
such return, such ora mission is hereby declared a misdemeanor,
and on conviction thereof, the person so offending, shall be
adjudged to pay a fine not exceeding ten (10) dollars.

SEC. 7. Copies of all articles duly filed in the office of the Copiej| fro
Town Clerk, and transcripts from the book of records, certified o^, received M
by him, shall be evidence ia all courts in like manner as if the
original were produced.

SEC. 8. It shall be the duty of the Town Clerk to post up
in three of the most public places in his town, .copies of alI

by-laws made by such town, and shall make an entry in the
town records of the time when, and the place where such
by-laws were posted up.

ARTICLE X.

ItOAllD OF AUDITORS.

SEC. 1. The Supervisors of each town shall constitute a
Town Board for the purpose of auditing all accounts payable
by said town; and if from any cause, there shall not be
Supervisors present, to constitute said Board, the Chairman.
and in his absence, either of iho other Supervisors, may notify
any one, or so many of the Justices of the Peace of the town,
»3 wilt, together with the Supervisor or Supervisors present,
make a Board of three; and the Board so constituted, shall
have authority to act as the Town Board.

SEC. 2. The Town Board shall meet annually on the
• Tuesday next preceding tbe annual Town Meeting to be held Tom bowi to
in said town, and at such other times as they shall deem"*" aannauj
necessary and expedient, for the purpose of auditing andthdr dnUes
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settling all charges against said town ; and they shall state oa
each account the amount allowed by them; but no allowance
shall be made for any account which does not specifically state
each item of the same, and the naturu thereof.

SEC. 3. The said Board shall, also, at their annual meet-
to audit ing in each year, examine and audit the accounts of the Town

unuof tuwn Treasurer for all moneys received mid disbursed by him as
oen puch 0ffiCer; and they shall audit the accounts of all other

town officers who are authorized by law to receive or disburse
any money of the town by virtue of their office.

SEC. 4. Such Board shall draw up a report, stating in
Bo*ni to mate detail the items of account audited and allowed, the nature of
report each account, and the name of the person to whom such

account was allowed; such report shall be accompanied by a
statement of the fiscal concerns of the town and an estimate
of the sum necessary for the current expenses thereof, the
support of the poor, and other incidental expenses for the
ensuing year.

SEC. 5. Such report shall be produced and publicly read
by the Town Clerk at the next ensuing Town Meeting, and

Report to be pub- the whole or any portion of such report may be referred, by
Heir rend the order of the meeting, to a committee, whose duty it shall

be to examine the same and report thereon to such meeting.
SEC. 6. The amount of any account audited and allowed

by the Town Board, and the amount of any account voted to bo
Audited accounts aU°wed at any Town Meeting, shall be paid by the Town
to be. paid by Treasurer on the order of said Board, signed by the chairman
Treamrer-ordcrsand countersigned by the clerk; and all orders issued to any
to be received for person or persons by the Town Board for any sums due from
tue* such town, shall bo receivable in payment of town taxes of

said town.
SEO. 7. The Town Clerk shall be the clerk of the Town

Board, and shall keep a true record of all their proceedings in
Town cierk to i» his office ; he shall file in his office all accounts audited by the
clerk of town Town Board, and preserve the same for the inspection of any
bwd-dutici of tjje inhabitants of the town. Ho shall also within six days

after any mooting of the Town Board, transmit to the clerk of
the Board of County Commissioners, a certified statement of
the aggregate amount of all charges against the town, audited

> and allowed at such meeting, to be by such Commissioners
levied upon the property of the town, and collected as other
taxes are levied and collected.

ARTICLE XL

OF TILE TREASUHKK.

SEO. 1. The Town Treasurer shall receive and take charge of
Treasurer tohave all moneys belonging to the town, or which are by law required
charge or moneja to be paid into the Town Treasury, and shall pay over and
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account for the same upon the order of suoh town, or the belonging to MI
officers thereof, duly authorized in thnt behalf, made pursuanttown

to lair, and ahull perform all suoh duties as may be required
of him by lav.

S«c. 2. Every Town Treasurer shall keep a true account
of all moneys by him received by virtue of his office, and the Treasurer to keep
manner in which the same are disbursed, in a book provided account of ail
at the expense of the town for that purpose, and exhibit such moneys—to de-
account, together with his vouchers, to the Town Board at itsUTerbookll*c-to

annual meeting for such adjustment; and he shall deliver a]]
8ncceMor

books and property belonging to his office, and the balance of all
moneys in his hands as such Treasurer, to his successor in of-
fice on demand, after such sucessor shall have qualified accord-
ing to law.

SEC. 3. The'Town Treasurer shall from time to time draw
from the County Treasurer such moneys as shall hare been Town Treasurer
received by the County Treasurer for the use of his town.andtortmwfromOo.
on receipt of such moneys shall deliver proper vouchers Treasurer mon-
therefor. Eash Town Treasurer shall be allowed and entitled61* ^lon^ng to
to retain two per centum of all moneys paid into the town™**01™
treasury, for the receiving, eafo keeping, and paying over the
same according to law.

SEC. 4. It shall be the duty of each Town Treasurer,
within five days proceeding the annual Town Meeting, to make
out a statement in writing of the moneys by him received into
the town treasury from the County Treasurer, and from all
other officers and persons, and also of all moneys paid out by
him as such Treasurer, in which statement he shall set forth B«p°rt of TMSS-
particularly from whom and on what account such moneys ure*-~lrilllt to
r • i i_ i • •-! ii_ i e i «ntalnwere received by him, with the amount received from each
officer or person, and the date of receiving the same, also to
whom and for what purpose any moneys have been paid out by
him, with the amount and date of each payment. He shall
also state therein the amount of moneys remaining in his
hands as Treasurer. Such statement shall be filed by him in
the office of the Town Clerk, and shall bo by such Clevk care-
fully preserved and recorded in the town book of records.

SEC. 5. Each and every person holding the office of Town
Treasurer, who shall refuse or neglect to comply with the
provisions of this Article, shall forfeit not less than ten (10)
dollars, nor more than two thousand (2,000) dollars, to b e _ . t
recovered in any court of competent jurisdiction in this State, ]ectto t^^~
the amount to be fixed by the jury trying the cause, or by the with pro visions of
court if there be no jury empanelled in such case, and may be this Article
recovered by a civil action, in the name of any person who
will prosecute for the same, with costs of suit; one half shall
go to the person eo prosecuting, and the remainder to the
town of -which such delinquent is 'or has been Treasurer.
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ARTICLE XII.

SEC. 1. The following- town officers shall be entitled to
compensation at the following rates for each day necessarily
devoted by them to the service of the towQi in the duties of'
their respective offices:

SBC. 2. The Town Clerks, Assessors, and Supervisors,
shall receive for their services, one (1) dollar per day when
attending to business in their town, and one dollar and fifty

comp«nution ofcents (91.60) when attending to business out of town; JJrovi-
T»wncicrt, *+fag gij,at uo Town Supervisor shall receive more tban-twen-
ftsorandaniwr , /_-» , ,, P

 r 71 . -, ,
ty (20) dollars for compensation in any one year; J.Jfoctaed
further, That the Town Clerk shall be paid fees for the follow-
ing, and not a per diem: For serving notices of election upon
town officers, as required by law, twenty-five (25) cents each ;
for filing any paper required by law to be filed in his office,
ten (10) cents each; for posting up notices required by lawr
twenty-five (25) cents each; for recording any order or any
instrument of writing authorized by law, six (G) cents for each
one hundred words; for copying any record or instrument oa
file in his office, and certifying the same, six (6) cents for each
one hundred words, to be paid by the person applying
for the same ; Provided further, That at any Town Meet-
ing before the electors commence balloting for officers, they
may, by resolution, reduce the compensation of officers.

SEC. 3. The Found Master shall be allowed the following
fees, to wit: For taking into pound, and discharging.there-
from, any horse, ass, or mule, and all neat cattle, ten cents
each. For every sheep or lamb, three cents each; and for
every hog, large or small, five cents; and twenty cents for
keeping each head twenty-four hours in pound. And the

«r Pound* Pound Master shall have a lien on all such animals, for the
full amount of his legal charges and expenses, and shall he
entitled to the possession of such animals until the same are
paid ; and if tho same are not paid and said animals removed
within four days after they are so impounded, the said Pound
Master shall give notice, by posting the same in three of the
most public places in said town, that said animals (describing
them,) are impounded, and that unless the same are taken
away and fees paid, within fifteen days after the date of such
notice, he will sell the same at public vendue, at the place
•where the Town Meetings of said town are usually held, and
on the day designated in such notice, the said Found Master
shall expose the said animals for sale, and sell the same to-tho
highest bidder in cash, for which services he shall be entitled
to a fee of two per cent of the purchase money for each animal,
Out of the moneys realized from said sale, the said Found Master
shall deduct all his legal fees and charges, and pay the balance,
if any, over to the Chairman of the Town Supervisors, at
the same time giving to said Supervisors an accurate deaorip-
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tion of the animal or animals sold, and the amount received
by him for each animal, and shall take a receipt and duplicate
therefor, and file one of them with the Town Clerk;. Provided,
That the said Supervisors shall at any time within six months,
upon sufficient proof from the owner or owners of any animat-
or animals so sold, as aforesaid, pay to said owner or owners,
the balance due as received from the said Found Master; but
if said money be not claimed within that time, then the sum-
so received shall be retained for the use of said town.

ARTICLE XIII.

SUITS JIKTWEKX TO\VXS.

SEC. 1. Whenever any controversy or cause of action sfiaH
exist between any towns of this State, or between a town and
an individual or corporation, such proceedings shall be badSnJta
either at law or equitv, for the purpose of trying and settling iowna how con-
such controversy, and the same shall be conducted in the same ducted
manner, and the judgment or decree therein, shall have the
like effect as in other suits or proceedings of a similar kind
between individuals and corporations.

SEC. 2. In all such suits and proceedings, the town shall Toinitobe rae4
sue and be sued by its name, except where town officers shall by KS mime
bo authorized by law to sue in their name of office for the
benefit of the town.

SEC. 3. But no towns or their officers shall be required to
appear, answer, or plead to any such suit or action at the
first term of the court after the commencement thereof, when ^"(° ™* nfimr~
the same shall be commenced in the District Court, unless theflrstterniofwnrt
process aforesaid shall be served as herein directed, at least
thirty days before the commencement of the term.

SEC. 4. In all legal proceedings against the town by name,
the first process and all other proceedings required to bo served
shall be served on the chairman of the Board of Supervisors.Pr8c«» to *"
of the town, and in case of his absence, on the Town Clerk,
and whenever any suit or proceeding shall be commenced, it
shall be the duty of said chairman to attend to the defense
thereof, and to lay before the electors of the town at the
first Town Meeting, a full statement of such suit or proceed-
ings, for their direction in regard to the defense thereof.

SEC. 5. On the trial of every action in which a town is a
party or interested, the electors and inhabitants of such town Hectors nnpe-
shall be competent witnesses and jurors, except that in suits ten*>wItawM8

and proceedings by and against towns, no inhabitant of either
town shall be a juror.

SEC. 6. No action in favor of any town shall be brought
before any Justice of the Peace residing in such town.

SEC. 7. Whenever any action shall be brought to recover Actions r«r t»a-
a penalty imposed for any trespass- committed on the lands pats



328 GENERAL LAWS

belonging to the town, if it shall appear on the trial thereof
that tlie actual amount of injury to such town lands in conse-
quence of such trespass, exceeds the sum of twelve dollars
and fifty cents (812.50), then the amount of actual damage
with cost of suit shall he recovered in said action, instead of
any penalty for said trespass imposed by the Town Meeting,
and such recovery shall be used as a bar to every other suit
for thd same trespass.

SEC* &• Whenever, by decree or decision, in any suit or
proceeding brought to settle any controversy in relation to
town commons or othor lands, the common property of n

^ prop~ town, or for the partition thereof, the rights of any town shall
J be settled and confirmed, the court in which such proceedings

shall be had, may partition such lands according to the right
of parties.

SBC. 9. When a judgment shall bo recovered against any
town or against any town officers in an action prosecuted by or
against them In their name of office, no execution shall be

t how aw&rded or issued upon such judgment, but the same, unless
• collected reversed, shall be levied and collected as other town charges,

and when so collected shall be paid by the Town Treasurer to
the person to whom the same shall have been adjudged, upon
the delivery of a_proper voucher therefor.

ARTICLE XIV.

I'ounda to i* un- gEC> jt Whenever the inhabitants of any town shall dts-
?W Ch"7Le^r termine at theirannual Town Meetingtoerectoneormore pounds

>OUI>(1 ' therein, the same shall he under the care and direction of such
Found Masters as shall bo chosen or appointed for that purpose.

^ SEC- 2. The 'inhabitants of any town may at any annual
rounds may be _ .., . . J , , ,J J

discontinued Town Meeting, discontinue any pounds therein.
SHC. 3- The following shall be deemed town charges:
JFirtit—The compensation of town officers for services

rendered their respective towns.
Second—Contingent expenses necessarily incurred for the

TO™ charges UBe and benefit of the town.
Third—The moneys authorized to bo raised by the vote of

the Town Meeting for any town purpose.
Fourth—Every sum directed by law to be raised for any

town purpose, and
Fifth—The support of the resident poor of the town.
SBC- 4. The moneys necessary to defray the town charges

of each town shall be levied on. the taxable property in such
how nis- town, in the manner prescribed in the Act for raising revenue

and other money for State and county purposes and expenses.
SEC- & Whenever the term of any Supervisor, Town

WUGIUHJ Clerk, or Assessor shall expire, and other persons shall be
of prede-appointed or elected to such offices, ic shall be the duty of

fitich successor or successors, immediately after be or they
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shall Lave entered on the duties of their offices, to demand of
his or their predecessors, all books and papers under his or
their control belonging to such office.

SEC. G. Whenever either of the officers above named shall
resign, or the office become vacant in any w:iy, and another
parson shall be elected or appointed in his stead, the person
elected shall make such demand of his predecessor or of any°fn« i« nciiwr
person having charge of such books and papers. llw** fcc- *«»««•

SEC. 7. It shall be the duty of every person so going out CK*or

of office, whenever thereto required, pursuant to the foregoing
provisions, to deliver upon oath, all records, books, and papers
in his possession, or in his control, belonging to the office
hold by him, which oath may be administered by the officer to
whom such delivery shall be made.

SEC. 8. Upon the death of any of the officers enumerated, jncaae Ot iicw:.
the successor of such officer shall make such demand as above «r »nicor I***-.
provided, of the executors or administrators of such deceased tl)ll° 'i™mmi<-a
officer, and it shall bo the duty of such executors or adminis-ftoni t!kMUt«r

traiors to deliver upon like oath, nil records, books, papers, or
moneys in their possession or under their control and belong-
ing to the office held by their testator or intestate.

SEC. 0. Each town organized under this Act, or any Act Kiection iiwrfct
heretofore in force, shall constitute an election district.

SEC. 10. The Supervisors of each town shall be judges of
election by virtue of their offices; Pruvitltd, That if ouo orjjj^"**1**-
more of them be absent at the time of opening the polls, the
voters present shall elect a judge or judges to act for the day.

SKC. 11. No town shall have power to contract debts,
or to exceed in its expenditures for any one year a larger sura
than the amount of taxes assessed for such year, without Llntitflt!"I» «r

having been authorized by the approval of a majority of thetown *•''*
voters of such township, aud no town shall assess for township
purposes more than threo (3) mills on the dollar of taxable
properly for any one year.

SKC. 12. Nothing in this Act contained shall in anyway
or manner apply to any portion of the State which is embraced
within the limits ot any incorporated city; but each inuorpor- Act mt to ^
ated city in the State shall have and exercise within its limits ,0 iacorpomt.ii
respectively, in addition to its other powers, tho same powers ciifc*
conferred by this Act upon towns in euch way and manner as
shall be prescribed by law.

SEC. 13. Article one (1) to Article thirteen (13), inclusive,
of an Act to provide for Township Organization, nppvoved ,{™.3lofft),
August thirteenth, eighteen hundred and fifty-eight, the Bamo,ftff,
being Section one (1) to Section ninety (90) inclusive, of
Chapter eight (8) of the Public Statute* of Minnesota, and
all Acts organs of Acts inconsistent with this Act be and the
same are hereby repealed.

SEU. 14. This Act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the first day of April next.



1.10 GENERAL LAWS

GEO. A\r. GREEN,
Speaker pro tern, of tlie House of Representatives.

IGNATIUS DOXXELLY,
President of the Senate.

Approved February twenty-first, one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty. ALEX. RAMSEY.
SECIIKTAUY'fl OtfFlCK, MlXXESOTA,)

February 21st, I860. J
I hereby certify the foregoing to be A true copy of the orig-

inal on file in this office.
J. IT. BAKKK, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER XV.

An Act to provide for Count// Organization and
Government.

AHTTCLE 1. Fee, 1. Powers, rights, duties, and privileges to remain OH now
established.

2. Powers of County na n body cm^oratc,
S. Ilenl estate already conveyed deemed property of Coun-

ty.
4. Powers of County to be exercised only fey County

Cominissioncrfl.
». Lands of county may be conveyed by agents.
G. County to provide necessary buildings.
7. County to reimburse money recovered from PhcriJT.
5. Actions against county may be prosecuted in District

Court of game.
0. Actions where county is plaintiff may be prosecuted in

county where defendant reside?.
10. Suits between counties to be conducted in like manner

as between individuals.
11. Suits to be in nomu of County Commissioners.
32. Process to be served on clerk of said Board— duty of

clerk.
13. Wlien action against county may be prosecuted before

Justice of the Peace.
14. Costs may be recovered as in other cases.
15. Judirmcnts against county how recoverable.


