MEMORIALR.

Indian departments of Government on the Upper Mississippi river, forms
an important item of the expenditure of moeney for these departments in
this Territory.

That althongh a Military Road has been constructed from St. Paul to
Fort Ripley, on the east side of the Mississippi river, the expense of con-
atricting o road would be mach less, and the distance mach shorter, from
Fort Ripley to Pembing, on the west cide of the Missisippi river, than it
would on the east side of snid river.

9nd. That late in the fall, before the river is closed entirely by the
ice, and while the ice is running out in the spring, it is impossible to eross
the Mississippi river at Fort Saelling and Fort Ripley, consequently sup-
plies may be detained at & timo when they would be of the utmost impor-
tance to our frontier,

8rd. That by constructing a Military Road from Fort Snelling to Pem-
hina, onthe west side of the Mississippi river, by way of Minneapolis, Day-
ton, Monticello and St. Clond, the obstructions in the river would be avofd-
ed and a far better road secured; and forther, that it woold be the means
of settling up o vast tract of valuable agricnltural lands olong the line of
the road, now almost inaccessible to the settler, and thus by the increased
value of the (Government lands, coptribute largely towards refunding to
the National Treasury, any expenditure made by Government in construet-
ing said road. *

4th. 'Thati nearly avery other section of Minnesota has received dona-
tions from Congress, for the purpose of developing her resonrces, while
this large and valughle tract of country lying on the west side of the Mis-
sippi river, has been suffered to pass almost entirely unooticed.

5th, 'We, your Memorialists, would therefore most respectfolly, but
earnestly ask your Honorable Body, to make an appropristion for the con-
straction of the above road, and thus open up a way to davelop the re-
sources of the conntry, and subserve the interest of the Glovernment.

And for which, &c in duty bonnd, your Memorialists will ever pray .

CHARLES GARDNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
JOHK B. BRISBIN, President of the Council,

Arprovin—Febuary {wentysixth one thonsand eight hundred and

ﬁft{-nix. W. A. GORMAN.
hereby certify the foregoing to he a correct copy of the original Me-
muﬂllouﬂ.leinﬂ‘:ixoﬂice. Bone o ¥

J Travis Rossen, Secretary of Minnesota Territery,

NUMBER XXVI.

A Memcrial to Congress for a Grant of Lands to tmprore the Navi-
gation of the Minnesota River.

861

To the Honorable the Scnate and House of Representatives of the Unicp,, 0y o
ted States in Congress assembled : 'The Memorial of the Legialative As. laed @r im-

sembly of the Territory of Minnesota recpectfully represents to yoar hon-

oYement of

avigation of

orable bodies, the propristy end expediency of making such a grant of the Kinouson

public domain, as may he neceseary, of a3 you may in your wisdom be
3. L.-—40.



MEMORIALS.

willing to, bestow, for the improvement of the navigation of the Mipnesita
river, from its month to.tha Slvux Ageney. . o’ e

Secoud. ‘The principal obstructions to the nuvigation of the said tives
are, a bdr.at its month called tho Mendota bar, and & rapid about forty
miles from its moath, whick in low water are impassible to boats of any.
king, and thé upper portions of the river aro to some éxtent rendered dan-
gerous of passage for stonmbonts, by the presence of snags in the chan-
nal.

Third. 1t is estimated by competeni engineers und experienced tho-
chanics, that the various impediments now existingto the navigation of.
said river can hie overcome by the ercction of thrée locks, and the removal
of ‘the stiags above mentioned, thereby securing an uninterropted navige-
tion of soid river during the entire season, Itis also estimated that the
exponse of said work would not exceed for cach lock, ten thousand dol-
lars, .nnd for clearing the channel and removing the Mendota bar, about
thjrty thousand dollars. :

Fourth., Your Memorinlists wouald represent that n donation of unoe-
cupied lauds which ere averflowed by the said river in seasons of high wa-
ter, would be sufficiort to accomplish the work above described.

Tifth, The advantages resulting from the proposed grant and improve-
ments are strictly national in theie character. }i-‘ort Ridgley and the Sioux
Agency aro situate on this river, and the Winnebago Alency within ten
miles of it, and severally, cne hundred and fifiy and three hundred miles
ahove its moutlt. A new Fortis to he constracted at Pembina, on the
Red River of the nortl, noar the 49th parallel of north latitude, which
posts are and will continue to be in the annual receipts of large quantities
of supplies, which must of nececsity be transported through the valley of
the Mjunesote river. ‘Phe present condition of sald tiver randers the period
of navigation so uncertain, that freights on the United States and Indian
goods have, and must eontinnoe to be high cuough to mect the emergency
of a large portion of tiem being transported by land, which invariably
ocenrs. ‘'The minounts which werepaid by the United States for the carriage
of goods to tho points abovu named, during the past year, are es foilows:
"To the Slonx Apgency, fourteeu thousond two hundred and fifty dollars; to
Fort Ridgely, abom twelve thousund dollars; to the Winnebago Agency,
about four thousand dollars. 16 is estimated that the smpplies, men and
munitions of war, that will pass over this route for the new Fort et Pem.
bina will be fully equel io those at Fort Ridgley, and for the first yenr or
two of ita estalilizshment will exeeed tho same, at least §5,000. The Uni-
ted States is then paying apnually for freighting its goods to the various
points réached by way of the valley of the Minnesota river, for the dis-
tance covered by thia river, tho sum of $44,750, It is estimated by those
who have been long engaged in the carrying trade to the Indian and Mili-
tary posts above named, that by the improvement of the eaid river as
prayed for in this Memorial, the freights on all United States and Indian
goods would be reduced two-thirds, with more profit to the carrier, thereby
decreasing the expenditurcs of the Government in this Department sunu-
elly, $29,832.

Sixth. Viewed as a nationul enterprise, this work presents itself for con-
sideration in other aspects than that of & retrenchment of the national ex-
penditures, The éountry watered by this river and its tributaries, and
dependent on its navigation for an outlet for ite surplus products, is the
most-extended oand fertile valley in the north-west, although now, fa s

reat degree, a. wilderness ; yet, possessing undeveloped resourceq that des-
tine it to become the heart of & populous and wealthy State.



MEMORIALS,

Seventh, With thees facis before us, yoor Membrialists feel 18 €0’ e
their duty fo urge most earnestly u ymeonﬁdmﬂuntheml.hmby
prayed for, as byﬁnﬁdentwoulﬁoll:enndip ibree years, moneys
now necessarily expended by the goverdment, to reimburse the treasry
for the donation in thid Memorial prayed for. By it, trade and commercs
23 peotectod. By I vee ragons of the plle domsin mow spamely .
an y it, vast regions of n now sparsely in-
habited wonld bs made to teemn with an active and thrifty population,

sdding to the natlonal wealth, and hastening the sals and improvemerit of *

tha poblie lands.

th. Where 20 much good eau be obtained by legalative sction at
no eacrifice or coat to the nation, Memorialists are confident in their
helief that what is herein asked will be cheerfully bestowed.

Ninth. "Your Mamorinlists, therefore, W pray thal & Cunution
of the lands overflowed by the rise of the Minnesota river, be made to the
Territory of Minnesota 10 aid in the improvement of tho narigation fo

Tar,

said o .
CHARLES ?hmﬂ NER,
Speaker oitse of Hepretealatires.
JO B. BRISBIN,
Dresident of thr Usuncil,

Afty-six.

lﬁ iy the foregoing to be o ‘Lo?lgow-l)
certi to be n correct copy iginal Me-

A s

J. Travs Rossxs,
.. Sereary of Miznewia Territory.

—— —

NUMBER XXVIL

A Memorial of the Legisintive Arcombly of the Trtriory of Mancsla. '

To the Postmaster General of the United States of America, and to the
Honorable the Sonate and House of Reprosontatives of the United States:

The Memorial of the Legislative Assembly of Minnesota Territory res-
pectfully represents: 'That the routes on which the mails are now earried
arg not, owing to the oxtension of the seitlements within our Territory,
sofficlent to afford our population the meesssary mail facilities, and your
Meomorialists feel o strong reliance upon the wishes of Congress, to render
all proper mail facilities to the Lt?leof this Territory, whenerer the
wants of the community are made known, and with this conviclion, your
Memorialists would most respectfully ask that the following mail rontes
myhmﬂilheddnﬂngﬂem"wmofc via:

Fimt. From La Crosse, in in, by way of section twenty-four,
township one humdred and four, nnﬂ:our Hokab, Houston, Roah-
ford, Odg:ﬁdd_ ,and High Forest to Mankato, in Blus Earth county, Ter-
ritogy of Minnesota,

Becond. From Docorah in the Stats of lows, to La Oroase In Wiseon-
win,-by way of Relleville, Caledania and Hokah.

Arraoveo—Febroary eleventh, ome thonsand eight hondred and . -

Foxr naw mall
Routen



