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F*b. 27 1854. •** •M*"1**1*' *° Cimgrntft rrlativr to thi Htlf-Vrettl Land* ef ju.

. . To .tin Honorable, the Senate and House of Reprc*cnlalii>e« of the
Vailed Slatet in Cungreas Assembled: The memorial of the Legis-
lative Assembly of the Territory of Minnesota, respectfully shew-
etb—

preamble. Tb&t by a -treaty made with the Sioux of the Miaaissippi, and
other Indiana, by Commissioners on the part of the United States,
and dated July 16th, 1830, the following article was incorporated
in «aid treaty :—

• . - • AKTICLB 9th.—The Sioux bands in Council, having earnestly
solicited that they might bare permission to bestow upon 'the Half--
Breeds of;their nation, the tract of lund within the following- limits,
viz ; Beginning at a place called the Barn below the village of
Red Wing, and running back fifteen • miles; thence in. a parallel
line with Lake Pepinand the Mississippi, about thirty-two mi lea, to
a point opposite Beef and or Boeuf river; thence fifteen miles to
the Grand-Encampment, opposite the river aforesaid; the United
Stales agree to suffer said Half Breeds to occupy said tract of coun-
try-; they holding by the same thhs and in the same manner that
other Indian titles are held. ;

la Article 10, of same treaty, it is provided that the "President
of ih» United States may hereafter assign to any of the sajd Haft
Brceds4o.be held by him or them in fee simple* any portion'of said
tract, not exceeding asection of six hundred ahdftrty acres to each
individual... iV

That from the date of said treaty, -to to* present time, no dispo-
tion has been made of the land so given to the relations of the Sioux
an contemplated by said treaty.
a &•**• applications ibato been madeitO'tbe -..President, to set «sf a
portion of the grant to each claimant, as provided by the 10th artiw
cIe.«f/«UUttreat7 bufrnosuch disposition has been made of any por-
tion of said land for the reason as given by the President, that the
claimants wen .not sufficieBdy • advanced in civilization to have the
card of their own property.."

That although this was a decided error, the result of avaM-bf a
proper knowledge of the character of-the olaitnaats,:4hey thong-a*
that lime, a« well as now, able to take their place in the aonfananity
as ana of business, and many of them dirtanguuihed for their tal-
eot, yet no remonstrance was made.

That several attempts have been since made to effect a sale of
the land to the Government of the United States, hut with outsuc -
ibeas.



t nUriy of. ttiedgiftaabtsliavb" dtafcftrc'd".,11 Uic'gViiut, ant! im- Preambfr/fc*.
s ofH'vfety^eVisfaeiy; 'whftw others $avV becn.de*

eerred from' doirig so by the uncertainty of flic tenure^ an«f tfie diff^
ctilty of exchidtag;ttther claimants, all haying eijtipt Vightsl ., '.

That the pressure of unmigratfim and thc"greal inducements held1

out from Hie very desirable situation!! of the land have led many
citizens, nQtc,laimanL9 'under tnc Sioux treaty, to trespass oa the
land and make imtfrovemrritfi, and in opposition to the rcmonstran-
ces.of tfie just claimants and threatened jirocecdings on the part of
the -Governor of this Territory.

That.thJ9 tr.ac$ of land now forms a gap in the settlement of the
country,- lihif iis it contains two or three good sites for towns, its
present unproductive,,, state is very unfavorable to those for whose
beDtefit.it was prrj^tyilly reserved, and is particularly injurious to
the interests of tins Territory.

That it is understood here, that a bill is now before 'Congress,' in,
which it is proposed on the part of the Sioifx claimant a to join In
granting the. land to tho United State?, :In' consideration of Land
Warrants, for" rth equal amount of United Stales land, to be select-
ed by each claimant from the tract recently purchased from the Sioux
Indians.

That the interest of this Territory, as well ns from a sense of
justice towards (his body of our citizens, urge upon Congress the
necessity of snme measures to dispose of this tract. And being well
acquainted with nil Ihc-rircuinatancea connected with the grant, as
well as the value of the hind intrinsically, and with a view to the
settlement of that part of the United States land, that lies immedi-
ately at the back and to the south-west of it, your memorialists de-
sire to express their convictions that it will materially assist the Ter-
ritory and also lead to tho curly settlement of a large quantity of
wild land, if Congress accepts the proposition of the claimants and
thua throw open this valuable tract to settlement, and at the same
time enable the mixed blood to lo'catr in the more immediate vicin-
ity of the Sioux Reservation.

That an equal quantity df government Innd be granted to tlie Sioux
Half-Breeds, hy issuing Lnnd-Warrants covering an equal quan-
tity of Innd to bo divided among the cluimnntp, pro ratn, but no
more than three sections in any onn township.

That ynur memorialists, wish to cnll the attention of Congress
to tho fact that the b<xty of men now asking for relief, are the very
pftt&M to whom tho Government have alirays looked, when desi-
rous t» 0Xercisc Any influence; over the Indians, they are the con-
necting link between the white man m,d the Indian, and their loca-
tion on'the frontier will lend to thv'rontinnalion of those peaceful
relation* wtoieti Havev happily, *o long existed between the settlers ' ' . " . ' i
and the Slow* who granted this tract to their mixnd blood reintions.

The arijr&iat grant was nifidfi.to enable the remtions of the Sioux!

to'settle tlotrn where it was thought,- nt Miirt -time, they would be in
th^tolgbfawho^'ortheii^relattTM, «ml:in a position toataMfthe
Indians,- :BtidJpromote tlie1r:'ci»iHaalif>n. Tlieir removal to a boin^
I!tfrlh0r'4for1h and^est, wilt oVprrreth* Fndianof this-beiiefft.q^Teiif
their whtives :c*n fbttow, and the rapid spread of emigration W
the Tertftot-y mtikbB this tra«C ArT^rbat importance to the eeUlenrfetit
rtf- rtltf*oiirtty ftrftrrid W; : It-is the^giographical outlet of that part
tff (nftTerrftwytor;Minhe^Ua^'*Mcn Kas fitted np most rapidly the
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fnyn, aw. your memorialist* would therefore respectfully but urgently re*
guest that Congress may gjre this subject favorable consideration
to the end that justice may be dooe to the claimanta to this tract of
land, and at the same time, the settlement of the Territory on an4
around that tract be materially promoted.

N. C. D. TAYLOR,
Speafar eftke JZbtue of Revreacntafaftt

S. B. OLMSTEAD,
. President of tto CowndL

Apf BOVKD—February twenty-seven, one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-four.

W. A. GORMAN*

SKCRXTAKY'B Orrici, >
Saint Paul, Apr!) 4th, }S64. {

I hereby certiQr the foregoing to be a correct oopy of the original
memorial on file in thjj office.

J. TXU.VIS RostBR,
Seentary of tht Tkrritvry of JMtpnwote,
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X fumorM to Cmgrmi, Jhr «• Apptpittw* fir A* owlnKtmt f^tvcdr M A*
__

. W, 1854.

Senate and Houte of Revrttcrtaticespf tk Umted Statt*
m CoitgrtM JlimmhM' The Memorial of the Legislatire Anpmbly of
the Territory of Minnesota, respectfully represents to your Honor-
able body—

Appnprtalou That the appropriations heretofore made for the opening and con*
•MMSMMt to struction of the above roads, are wholly insufficient for the comple-

tion Of the same; therefore, we respectfully and earnestly, would
imprens upon your Honorable body, for the further opening and
'construction of the Point Douglas and St. Louis River road, the
sum of sixty thousand dollars: also the further opening and construc-
tion of the Point Douglass and Fort Ripley road, the sum ol fifteen
thousand dollars; also, for the further opening and construction, of
the, JVabasha, and Mendota road, the sum of fifteen thousand dolr
Ian; and for the farther opening and construction of the Swanrivp*
and Long Prairie road, the sum of five thousand dollars; or such
further MUM of moneys as may render the above roads suitable to
travel, and bring into Ufefolncss the amouatn already expewM in
the jr construction.


