MINNESOTA COURT RULES
1 GENERAL RULES OF PRACTICE

Rule 611. Review of Referee's Decision

(a) Notice. In all cases except conciliation court actions, a party not in default may seek review
by a judge of a decision or sentence recommended by the referee by serving and filing a notice of
review on the form prescribed by the court administrator. The notice must be served and filed within
10 days after an oral announcement in court by the referee of the recommended order or, if there
is no announcement of the order in court, within 13 days after service by electronic means or mail
of the adopted written order. Service by mail of the written order shall be deemed complete and
effective upon the mailing of a copy of the order to the last known address of the petitioner. Service
of the notice of review shall be in accordance with Rule 14 of these rules.

A judge's review of a decision recommended by the referee shall be based upon the record
established before the referee. Upon the request of any party, a hearing shall be scheduled before
the reviewing judge.

(b) Stays. In civil cases, filing and service of a notice of review does not stay entry of judgment
nor vacate a judgment if already entered unless the petitioner requests and the referee orders a bond,
payment(s) in lieu of a bond, or waiver of bond and payment(s). The decision to set or waive a
bond or payment(s) in lieu of bond shall be based upon Minn. R. Civ. App. P. 108.02. A hearing
on a bond or payment(s) in lieu of bond shall be scheduled before the referee, and the referee's
order shall remain in effect unless a judge modifies or vacates the order.

In criminal cases, the execution of judgment or sentence shall be stayed pending review by the
judge.

(c) Transcripts. The petitioner must obtain a transcript from the referee's court reporter. The
petitioner must make satisfactory arrangements for payment with the court reporter or arrange for
payment in forma pauperis.

Any transcript request by the petitioner must be made within one day, excluding weekend days
and legal holidays, of the date the notice of review is filed. The transcript must be provided within
7 days after its purchase by the petitioner.

For good cause the reviewing judge may extend any of the time periods described in this Rule
611(c).

(Amended effective July 1, 2015; amended effective July 1, 2019; amended effective January 1,
2020.)
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