
123A.32 INTERDISTRICT COOPERATION.​

Subdivision 1. District requirements. The boards of two or more districts may, after consultation with​
the department, enter into an agreement providing for:​

(1) discontinuance by all districts except one of at least the 10th, 11th, and 12th grades; and​

(2) instruction of the pupils in the discontinued grades in one of the cooperating districts. Each district​
must continue to operate a school with at least three grades. Before entering into a final agreement, the​
boards must provide a copy of this agreement to the commissioner.​

Subd. 2. Aid; transportation. (a) Each district must continue to count its resident pupils who are​
educated in a cooperating district as resident pupils in the calculation of pupil units for all purposes. The​
agreement must provide for tuition payments between or among the districts.​

(b) Each district must continue to provide transportation and collect transportation aid for its resident​
pupils pursuant to sections 123B.88 and 123B.92. A district may provide some or all transportation to its​
resident pupils by contracting with a cooperating district. For purposes of section 123B.92, the commissioner​
may adjust the base cost per eligible pupil transported to reflect changes in costs resulting from the agreement.​

Subd. 3. Negotiated plan for teachers whose positions are discontinued. The board and exclusive​
bargaining representative of the teachers in each district discontinuing grades may negotiate a plan to assign​
or employ in a cooperating district or to place on unrequested leave of absence all teachers whose positions​
are discontinued as a result of the agreement. The board and exclusive bargaining representative of the​
teachers in each district providing instruction to nonresident pupils may negotiate a plan to employ teachers​
from a cooperating district whose positions are discontinued as a result of the agreement. If plans are​
negotiated and if the boards determine the plans are compatible, the boards shall include the plans in their​
agreement.​

Subd. 4. Combined teacher seniority list. If compatible plans are not negotiated before the March 1​
preceding any year of the agreement, the cooperating districts shall be governed by this subdivision. Insofar​
as possible, teachers who have acquired continuing contract rights and whose positions are discontinued as​
a result of the agreement shall be employed by a cooperating district or assigned to teach in a cooperating​
district as exchange teachers pursuant to section 122A.54. If necessary, teachers whose positions are​
discontinued as a result of the agreement and who have acquired continuing contract rights shall be placed​
on unrequested leave of absence in fields in which they are licensed in the inverse order in which they were​
employed by a cooperating district, according to a combined seniority list of teachers in the cooperating​
districts. For the purpose of establishing a combined seniority list, each district must be considered to have​
started school each year on the same date.​

Subd. 5. Notice; informational meeting. Prior to entering into an agreement, the board shall consult​
with the community at an informational meeting. The board must publish notice of the meeting in the official​
newspaper of the district and may send written notice of the meeting to parents of pupils who would be​
affected.​

Subd. 6. Meeting location. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, boards that have an agreement​
may hold a valid joint meeting at any location that would be permissible for one of the boards participating​
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in the meeting. A board that has an agreement may hold a meeting in any district that is a party to the​
agreement. The board shall comply with chapter 13D and any other law applicable to a meeting of a board.​

History: 1979 c 211 s 4; 1980 c 609 art 6 s 14; 1Sp1985 c 12 art 7 s 12; 1987 c 384 art 2 s 27; 1987​
c 398 art 7 s 19; 1989 c 329 art 6 s 18; 1991 c 265 art 9 s 32; 1Sp1995 c 3 art 16 s 13; 1998 c 397 art 5 s​
70-75,104; art 11 s 3​
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