
120B.302 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS; TEST DESIGN.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. For purposes of conforming with existing federal educational accountability
requirements, the commissioner must develop and implement computer-adaptive reading and mathematics
assessments for grades 3 through 8, state-developed high school reading and mathematics tests aligned with
state academic standards, a high school writing test aligned with state standards when it becomes available,
and science assessments under clause (2) that districts and sites must use to monitor student growth toward
achieving those standards. The commissioner must not develop statewide assessments for academic standards
in social studies, health and physical education, and the arts. The commissioner must require:

(1) annual computer-adaptive reading and mathematics assessments in grades 3 through 8, and high
school reading, writing, and mathematics tests; and

(2) annual science assessments in one grade in the grades 3 through 5 span, the grades 6 through 8 span,
and a life sciences assessment in the grades 9 through 12 span, and the commissioner must not require
students to achieve a passing score on high school science assessments as a condition of receiving a high
school diploma.

Subd. 2. Comprehensive assessment system. The commissioner, with advice from experts with
appropriate technical qualifications and experience and stakeholders, consistent with subdivision 1a, must
include in the comprehensive assessment system, for each grade level to be tested, state-constructed tests
developed as computer-adaptive reading and mathematics assessments for students that are aligned with the
state's required academic standards under section 120B.021, include multiple choice questions, and are
administered annually to all students in grades 3 through 8. State-developed high school tests aligned with
the state's required academic standards under section 120B.021 and administered to all high school students
in a subject other than writing must include multiple choice questions. The commissioner must establish a
testing period as late as possible each school year during which schools must administer the Minnesota
Comprehensive Assessments to students. The commissioner must publish the testing schedule at least two
years before the beginning of the testing period.

Subd. 3. Aligned to academic standards. (a) The state assessment system must be aligned to the most
recent revision of academic standards as described in section 120B.023 in the following manner:

(1) mathematics;

(i) grades 3 through 8 beginning in the 2010-2011 school year; and

(ii) high school level beginning in the 2013-2014 school year;

(2) science; grades 5 and 8 and at the high school level beginning in the 2011-2012 school year; and

(3) language arts and reading; grades 3 through 8 and high school level beginning in the 2012-2013
school year.

(b) The grades 3 through 8 computer-adaptive assessments and high school tests must be aligned with
state academic standards. The commissioner must determine the testing process and the order of
administration. The statewide results must be aggregated at the site and district level, consistent with
subdivision 1a.

(c) The commissioner must ensure that for annual computer-adaptive assessments:

(1) individual student performance data and achievement reports are available within three school days
of when students take an assessment except in a year when an assessment reflects new performance standards;
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(2) growth information is available for each student from the student's first assessment to each proximate
assessment using a constant measurement scale;

(3) parents, teachers, and school administrators are able to use elementary and middle school student
performance data to project students' secondary and postsecondary achievement; and

(4) useful diagnostic information about areas of students' academic strengths and weaknesses is available
to teachers and school administrators for improving student instruction and indicating the specific skills and
concepts that should be introduced and developed for students at given performance levels, organized by
strands within subject areas, and aligned to state academic standards.

(d) The commissioner must ensure that all state tests administered to elementary and secondary students
measure students' academic knowledge and skills and not students' values, attitudes, and beliefs.

History: 1997 c 138 s 1; 1998 c 397 art 4 s 2; 1998 c 398 art 5 s 8; 2000 c 489 art 6 s 2; 2000 c 500 s
15; 1Sp2001 c 6 art 2 s 4; 2003 c 129 art 1 s 7,8; 1Sp2005 c 5 art 2 s 21,22; 2007 c 146 art 2 s 9; 2009 c
96 art 2 s 8; 2012 c 239 art 2 s 4; 2013 c 116 art 2 s 12,13; 1Sp2015 c 3 art 3 s 7,8; 2016 c 189 art 25 s
16; 1Sp2017 c 5 art 2 s 15; 1Sp2019 c 11 art 2 s 3; 2023 c 55 art 2 s 65
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