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256.043 OPIATE EPIDEMIC RESPONSE ACCOUNT.

Subdivision 1. Establishment. The opiate epidemic response account is established in the special revenue
fund in the state treasury. The registration fees assessed by the Board of Pharmacy under section 151.066
and the license fees identified in section 151.065, subdivision 7, paragraphs (b) and (c), shall be deposited
into the account. Beginning in fiscal year 2021, for each fiscal year, the funds in the account shall be
administered according to this section.

Subd. 2. Transfers from account to state agencies. (a) The commissioner shall transfer the following
amounts to the agencies specified in this subdivision.

(b) $126,000 to the Board of Pharmacy for the collection of the registration fees under section 151.066.

(¢) $672,000 to the commissioner of public safety for the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. Of this
amount, $384,000 is for drug scientists and lab supplies and $288,000 is for special agent positions focused
on drug interdiction and drug trafficking.

Subd. 3. Appropriations from account. (a) After the transfers described in subdivision 2, and the
appropriations in article 3, section 1, paragraphs (e), (f), (g), and (h) are made, $249,000 is appropriated for
the provision of administrative services to the Opiate Epidemic Response Advisory Council and for the
administration of the grants awarded under paragraph (c).

(b) After the transfers in subdivision 2 and the appropriations in paragraph (a) are made, 50 percent of
the remaining amount is appropriated to the commissioner for distribution to county social service and tribal
social service agencies to provide child protection services to children and families who are affected by
addiction. The commissioner shall distribute this money proportionally to counties and tribal social service
agencies based on out-of-home placement episodes where parental drug abuse is the primary reason for the
out-of-home placement using data from the previous calendar year. County and tribal social service agencies
receiving funds from the opiate epidemic response account must annually report to the commissioner on
how the funds were used to provide child protection services, including measurable outcomes, as determined
by the commissioner. County social service agencies and tribal social service agencies must not use funds
received under this paragraph to supplant current state or local funding received for child protection services
for children and families who are affected by addiction.

(c) After making the transfers in subdivision 2 and the appropriations in paragraphs (a) and (b), the
remaining funds in the account are appropriated to the commissioner to award grants as specified by the
Opiate Epidemic Response Advisory Council in accordance with section 256.042, unless otherwise
appropriated by the legislature.

Subd. 4. Settlement; sunset. (a) If the state receives a total sum of $250,000,000 either as a result of a
settlement agreement or an assurance of discontinuance entered into by the attorney general of the state, or
resulting from a court order in litigation brought by the attorney general of the state on behalf of the state
or a state agency, against one or more opioid manufacturers or opioid wholesale drug distributors related to
alleged violations of consumer fraud laws in the marketing, sale, or distribution of opioids in this state, or
other alleged illegal actions that contributed to the excessive use of opioids, or from the fees collected under
sections 151.065, subdivisions 1 and 3, and 151.066, that are deposited into the opiate epidemic response
account established in section 256.043, or from a combination of both, the fees specified in section 151.065,
subdivisions 1, clause (16), and 3, clause (14), shall be reduced to $5,260, and the opiate registration fee in
section 151.066, subdivision 3, shall be repealed.
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(b) The commissioner of management and budget shall inform the board of pharmacy, the governor,
and the legislature when the amount specified in paragraph (a) has been reached. The board shall apply the
reduced license fee for the next licensure period.

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), the reduction of the license fee in section 151.065, subdivisions 1
and 3, and the repeal of the registration fee in section 151.066 shall not occur before July 1, 2024.

History: 2019 c 63 art 1 s 8; 1Sp2019c 9 art7s 7
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