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340A.402 PERSONS ELIGIBLE.
Subdivision 1. Disqualifiers. No retail license may be issued to:
(1) a person under 21 years of age;

(2) a person who has had an intoxicating liquor or 3.2 percent malt liquor license revoked
within five years of the license application, or to any person who at the time of the violation owns
any interest, whether as a holder of more than five percent of the capital stock of a corporation
licensee, as a partner or otherwise, in the premises or in the business conducted thereon, or to a
corporation, partnership, association, enterprise, business, or firm in which any such person is
in any manner interested;

(3) a person not of good moral character and repute; or

(4) a person who has a direct or indirect interest in a manufacturer, brewer, or wholesaler.

In addition, no new retail license may be issued to, and the governing body of a municipality
may refuse to renew the license of, a person who, within five years of the license application,
has been convicted of a felony or a willful violation of a federal or state law or local ordinance
governing the manufacture, sale, distribution, or possession for sale or distribution of an alcoholic
beverage. The Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement Division or licensing authority may require
that fingerprints be taken and forwarded to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for purposes
of a criminal history check.

Subd. 2. Background check. (a) A retail liquor license may be issued by a city, a county, or
the commissioner. The chief of police is responsible for the background checks prior to a city
issuing a retail liquor license. A county sheriff is responsible for the background checks prior to
the county issuing a retail liquor license and for those cities that do not have a police department.
The commissioner is responsible for the background checks prior to the state issuing a retail
liquor license.

(b) The applicant for a retail license must provide the appropriate authority with the
applicant's signed, written informed consent to conduct a background check. The appropriate
authority is authorized to query the Minnesota criminal history repository for records on the
applicant. If the appropriate authority conducts a national criminal history records check, the
appropriate authority must obtain fingerprints from the applicant and forward the fingerprints and
the required fee to the superintendent of the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. The superintendent
may exchange the fingerprints with the Federal Bureau of Investigation for purposes of obtaining
the applicant's national criminal history record information. The superintendent shall return the
results of the national criminal history records check to the appropriate authority for the purpose
of determining if the applicant is qualified to receive a license.

History: 1985 c 305 art 6 s 2; 1986 c 330 s 5; 1987 c 152 art 1 s 1; 1989 c 49 s 1; 1991 c
249 s 3; 1993 c 350 s 9; 1994 c 611 s 15; 1996 c 323 s 4; 2002 c 321 s 6; 2013 c 82 s 35
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