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546.27 DECISION BY THE COURT.

Subdivision 1. Written decisions required. (a) When an issue of fact has been tried by
the court, the decision shall be in writing, the facts found and the conclusion of law shall be
separately stated, and judgment shall be entered accordingly. Except as provided in paragraph (b),
all questions of fact and law, and all motions and matters submitted to a judge for a decision in
trial and appellate matters, shall be disposed of and the decision filed with the court administrator
within 90 days after such submission, unless sickness or casualty shall prevent, or the time be
extended by written consent of the parties. No part of the salary of any judge shall be paid
unless the voucher therefor be accompanied by a certificate of the judge that there has been full

compliance with the requirements of this section.

(b) If a hearing has been held on a petition under chapter 260 involving physical or sexual
abuse of a child who is alleged to be in need of protection or services or neglected and in foster

care, the decision must be filed within 15 days after the matter is submitted to the judge.

Subd. 2. Board of judicial standards review. At least annually, the board on judicial
standards shall review the compliance of each district judge with the provisions of subdivision
1. To facilitate this review, the director of the state judicial information system shall notify the
executive secretary of the state board on judicial standards when a matter exceeds 90 days without
a disposition. The board shall notify the commissioner of management and budget of each judge
not in compliance. If the board finds that a judge has compelling reasons for noncompliance,
it may decide not to issue the notice. Upon notification that a judge is not in compliance, the
commissioner of management and budget shall not pay the salary of that judge. The board may
cancel a notice of noncompliance upon finding that a judge is in compliance, but in no event shall
a judge be paid a salary for the period in which the notification of noncompliance was in effect.

History: (9311) RL s 4185; 1969 c 1034 s 1, 1979 ¢ 333 5 105; 1981 ¢ 356 s 359, 1983 ¢
3015 219; ISpl1986 c 3 art 1s82; 1992 c 571 art7s 11; 1995¢c 1895 8; 1996 ¢ 277 s 1, 2006 c
260 art 5 s 49; 2009 ¢ 101 art 2 s 109
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