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306.243 MAINTAINING ABANDONED CEMETERIES.

Subdivision 1. Appropriation for improvement. A county board may appropriate the
general revenue funds it determines necessary for the improvement and maintenance of the
cemetery if there is in the county, whether or not within the corporate limits of a town or statutory

city, either of the following:

(1) a cemetery that has been abandoned or neglected and the association having had charge

of the cemetery has disbanded or fails to act; or

(2) an abandoned or neglected private cemetery containing the remains of pioneers or
residents of this state, deceased before 1875 or civil war veterans or veterans of the armed services
of the United States of any previous war.

Subd. 2. Duties of county board. If there is an isolated grave or graves located outside the
boundaries of a cemetery or outside an abandoned or neglected private cemetery, as described
in subdivision 1, the county board of the county where the grave is located may order the
disinterment and the reinterment of the body in some cemetery controlled by an organized
cemetery association. The county board may appropriate funds for paying perpetual care to that

association for the care of the grave or graves.

Subd. 3. Delegation of duties. The management and supervision of the maintenance and
care of the abandoned cemeteries, and abandoned or neglected private cemeteries, or the removal
of bodies as provided in this section must be delegated by the county board to the county highway
department or to some existing cemetery association, veterans organization or Boy Scouts
of America Area Council, or other charitable institution. That organization is responsible to

the county board for its acts.

Subd. 4. Disbursement of funds. If funds for the care and maintenance of an abandoned or
neglected private cemetery described in subdivision 1 are raised by an organization or institution
other than an existing cemetery association, the funds may be paid to the county treasurer to be

held or disbursed by the county board for the purposes for which the funds are raised.

Subd. 5. Transfer. A county that has assumed maintenance of an abandoned cemetery under
this section for a period of at least one year may transfer the cemetery land and property as
provided in section 306.02.

Subd. 6. Abandonment; end of operation as cemetery. A county that has accepted
responsibility for an abandoned cemetery may prohibit further burials in the abandoned cemetery,

and may cease all acceptance of responsibility for new burials.
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History: 1943 ¢ 468; 1947 ¢ 382 s 1; 1955 ¢ 844 s 1, 1973 c 123 art5s 7, 1974 c 211 s 2;
1986 c 444; 1988 c 469 art 5s 1; 1996 ¢ 413 s 4, 2009 ¢ 152 5 3
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