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97C.811 COMMERCIAL FISHING IN INLAND WATERS.

Subdivision 1. Inland waters defined. For the purposes of this section and section 97A.475,
subdivision 30, "inland waters" means all waters entirely located within the boundaries of the
state and the border waters between Minnesota and North Dakota, South Dakota and Iowa,
excluding those waters described in section 97C.801.

Subd. 2. Commercial fish defined. For purposes of this section and section 97A.475,
subdivision 30, "commercial fish" are carp; bowfin; burbot; cisco; goldeye; rainbow smelt; black
bullhead, brown bullhead, and yellow bullhead; lake whitefish; members of the sucker family,
Catostomidae, including white sucker, redhorse, bigmouth buffalo, and smallmouth buffalo;
members of the drum family, Sciaenidae, including sheepshead; and members of the gar family,
Lepisosteidae.

Subd. 3. Regulation. The commissioner shall, by rule, regulate the taking, possession,
transportation, and sale of commercial fish, and the licensing of commercial fishing operators in
inland waters.

Subd. 4. Licenses required. A person may not commercially fish inland waters without a
commercial fishing license. Nonresidents may only be licensed to fish waters not previously
assigned to residents. In the license application the applicant must list the number of feet of
seine of each depth to be licensed.

Subd. 5. Season. Licenses to net commercial fish in inland waters are issued to residents
and nonresidents annually subject to this section and shall be valid for commercial fishing during
the open season for commercial fishing in inland waters from the day after Labor Day to the day
before the open season for walleye.

Subd. 6. License invalidation. (a) A license to take commercial fish is void upon:

(1) the licensee's death;

(2) cessation of commercial fishing operations within an assigned area, except as provided
by paragraph (c);

(3) conviction of two or more violations of inland commercial fishing laws within a license
period; or

(4) failure to apply for a new or renewal license prior to June 15 of any year.

(b) A commercial inland fishing license is not subject to the license revocation provisions
of section 97A.421. Commercial fishing rights and area assignments covered by a license that
becomes void reverts to the commissioner for reassignment.
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(c) A person possessing a valid inland commercial fishing license may apply to the
commissioner for transfer of an assigned commercial fishing area to another person. Upon receipt
of the application, the commissioner shall notify the applicant that the application for transfer has
been received and shall determine if other people are interested in the assigned area by:

(1) notifying the Inland Commercial Fish Trade Association in writing; and

(2) publishing notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the vicinity of the assigned area.

These notices must allow interested persons 30 days to notify the commissioner of their interest
in the assigned area. Within 60 days after publishing notice, the commissioner shall review the
qualifications of all interested persons and approve or deny the transfer based on the criteria in
section 97C.815, subdivision 2. If the transfer is denied, the licensee may retain the license or
request that it become void.

Subd. 7.Monthly reports. A licensed inland commercial fishing operator shall submit a
report on the licensed activities the operator was engaged in to the commissioner each month. The
report must be on a form provided by the commissioner and submitted prior to the 15th day of the
following month. The report shall be submitted whether fishing activity took place unless the
operator has a written release from this obligation signed by the commissioner.

History: 1986 c 386 art 3 s 62; 1991 c 259 s 23; 1996 c 410 s 46
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