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CHAPTER 28A

LICENSING FOOD HANDLERS
28A.04 LICENSE REQUIRED; CUSTOM

PROCESSING PERMIT APPLICATIONS; 
RENEWALS.

28A.06 EXTENT OF LICENSE.

28A.082 FOOD HANDLER PLAN REVIEW FEES. 
28A.21 FOOD SAFETY AND DEFENSE TASK 

FORCE.

28A.04 LICENSE REQUIRED; CUSTOM PROCESSING PERM IT APPLICA­
TIONS; RENEWALS.

Subdivision 1. Application; date of issuance, (a) No person shall engage in the busi­
ness of manufacturing, processing, selling, handling, or storing food without having first ob­
tained from the commissioner a license for doing such business. Applications for such li­
cense shall be made to the commissioner in such manner and time as required and upon such 
forms as provided by the commissioner and shall contain the name and address of the appli­
cant, address or description of each place of business, and the nature of the business to be 
conducted at each place, and such other pertinent information as the commissioner may re­
quire.

(b) A retail or wholesale food handler license shall be issued for the period July 1 to June 
30 following and shall be renewed thereafter by the licensee on or before July 1 each year, 
except that:

(1) licenses for all mobile food concession units and retail mobile units must be issued 
for the period April 1 to March 31, and must be renewed thereafter by the licensee on or be­
fore April 1 each year; and.

(2) a license issued for a temporary food concession stand must have a license issuance 
and renewal date consistent with appropriate statutory provisions.
A license for a food broker or for a food processor or manufacturer shall be issued for the 
period January 1 to December 31 following and shall be renewed thereafter by the licensee 
on or before January 1 of each year, except that a license for a wholesale food processor or 
manufacturer operating only at the state fair shall be issued for the period July 1 to June 30 
following and shall be renewed thereafter by the licensee on or before July 1 of each year. A 
penalty for a late renewal shall be assessed in accordance with section 28A.08.

(c) A person applying for a new license up to 14 calendar days before the effective date 
of the new license period under paragraph (b) must be issued a license for the 14 days and the 
next license year as a single license and pay a single license fee as if the 14 days were part of 
the upcoming license period.

History: 2007 c 45 art 1 s 36

28A.06 EXTENT OF LICENSE.
No person, except as described in sections 27.03 and 27.04, shall be required to hold 

more than one license in order to engage in any aspect of food handling described in section 
28 A.05 provided, that each issued license shall be valid for no more than one place of busi­
ness, except that a license for a mobile unit or a retail food vehicle, portable structure, or cart 
is valid statewide and is required to be issued only once each year unless the licensee fails to 
display the license as required by section 28A.07 or it is a seasonal permanent food stand, 
seasonal temporary food stand, food cart, or special event food stand as defined in section 
157.15, in which case the duration of the license is restricted by the limitations found in the 
definitions in section 157.15.

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 45 art 1 s 37
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28A.082 FOOD HANDLER PLAN REVIEW FEES.
Subdivision 1. Fees; application. The fees for review of food handler facility floor 

plans under the Minnesota Food Code are based upon the square footage of the structure be­
ing newly constructed, remodeled, or converted. The fees for the review shall be:

The applicant must submit the required fee, review application, plans, equipment speci­
fications, materials lists, and other required information on forms supplied by the department 
at least 30 days prior to commencement of construction, remodeling, or conversion.

History: 2007 c 45 art 1 s 38

28A.21 FOOD SAFETY AND DEFENSE TASK FORCE.
Subdivision 1. Establishment. The Food Safety and Defense Task Force is established 

to advise the commissioner and the legislature on food issues and food safety.
Subd. 2. Membership, (a) The Food Safety and Defense Task Force consists of:
(1) the commissioner of agriculture or the commissioner’s designee;
(2) the commissioner of health or the commissioner’s designee;
(3) a representative of the United States Food and Drug Administration;
(4) a representative of the United States Department of Agriculture;
(5) a representative of the Agricultural Utilization Research Institute;
(6) one member of the Minnesota Grocers Association;
(7) one member from the University of Minnesota knowledgeable in food and food 

safety issues; and
(8) nine members appointed by the governor who are interested in food and food safety, 

of whom:
(i) two persons are health or food professionals;
(ii) one person represents a statewide general farm organization:
(iii) one person represents a local food inspection agency;
(iv) one person represents a food-oriented consumer group; and
(v) one person represents a Minnesota-based manufacturer of microbial detection 

equipment and remediation products.
(b) Members shall serve without compensation. Members appointed by the governor 

shall serve four-year terms.
Subd. 3. Organization, (a) The commissioner or the commissioner’s designee shall 

convene the first meeting of the task force.
(b) The task force shall meet monthly or as determined by the chair.
(c) The members of the task force shall annually elect a chair and other officers as the 

members deem necessary.
Subd. 4. Staff. The commissioner shall provide support staff, office space, and admin­

istrative services for the task force.
Subd. 5. Duties. The task force shall:
(1) coordinate educational efforts regarding food safety;
(2) provide advice and coordination to state agencies as requested by the agencies;
(3) serve as a source of information and referral for the public, news media, and others 

concerned with food safety; and

square footage
0 -4 ,9 9 9 .............
5,000-24,999 . .

$ 200.00 
$ 275.00 
$ 425.00

review fee

25,000 plus

[For text o f subd 2, see M.S.2006]
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(4) make recommendations to Congress, the legislative committees with jurisdiction 
over agriculture finance and policy, the legislature, and others about appropriate action to 
improve food safety in the state.

Subd. 6. Expiration. Notwithstanding section 15.059, subdivision 5, this section ex­
pires June 30, 2012.

History: 2007 c 45 art 1 s 39
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