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CHAPTER 150A 

DENTISTRY
150A.08 LICENSURE AND REGISTRATION 150A.081 ACCESS TO MEDICAL DATA.

ACTIONS.

150A.08 LICENSURE AND REGISTRATION ACTIONS.
Subdivision 1. Grounds. The board may refuse or by order suspend or revoke, limit or 

modify by imposing conditions it deems necessary, any license to practice dentistry or dental 
hygiene or the registration of any dental assistant upon any of the following grounds:

(1) fraud or deception in connection with the practice of dentistry or the securing of a 
license or registration certificate;

(2) conviction, including a finding or verdict of guilt, an admission of guilt, or a no con­
test plea, in any court of a felony or gross misdemeanor reasonably related to the practice of 
dentistry as evidenced by a certified copy of the conviction;

(3) conviction, including a finding or verdict of guilt, an admission of guilt, or a no con­
test plea, in any court of an offense involving moral turpitude as evidenced by a certified copy 
of the conviction;

(4) habitual overindulgence in the use of intoxicating liquors;
(5) improper or unauthorized prescription, dispensing, administering, or personal or 

other use of any legend drug as defined in chapter 151, of any chemical as defined in chapter 
151, or of any controlled substance as defined in chapter 152;

(6) conduct unbecoming a person licensed to practice dentistry or dental hygiene or reg­
istered as a dental assistant, or conduct contrary to the best interest of the public, as such con­
duct is defined by the rules of the board;

(7) gross immorality;
(8) any physical, mental, emotional, or other disability which adversely affects a den­

tist’s, dental hygienist’s, or registered dental assistant’s ability to perform the service for 
which the person is licensed or registered;

(9) revocation or suspension of a license, registration, or equivalent authority to prac­
tice, or other disciplinary action or denial of a license or registration application taken by a 
licensing, registering, or credentialing authority of another state, territory, or country as evi­
denced by a certified copy of the licensing authority’s order, if the disciplinary action or ap­
plication denial was based on facts that would provide a basis for disciplinary action under 
this chapter and if the action was taken only after affording the credentialed person or appli­
cant notice and opportunity to refute the allegations or pursuant to stipulation or other agree­
ment;

(10) failure to maintain adequate safety and sanitary conditions for a dental office in 
accordance with the standards established by the rules of the board;

(11) employing, assisting, or enabling in any manner an unlicensed person to practice 
dentistry;

(12) failure or refusal to attend, testify, and produce records as directed by the board 
under subdivision 7;

(13) violation of, or failure to comply with, any other provisions of sections 150A.01 to 
150A.12, the rules of the Board of Dentistry, or any disciplinary order issued by the board, 
sections 144.291 to 144.298 or 595.02, subdivision 1, paragraph (d), or for any other just 
cause related to the practice of dentistry. Suspension, revocation, modification or limitation 
of any license shall not be based upon any judgment as to therapeutic or monetary value of 
any individual drug prescribed or any individual treatment rendered, but only upon a re­
peated pattern of conduct;
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(14) knowingly providing false or misleading information that is directly related to the 
care of that patient unless done for an accepted therapeutic puipose such as the administra­
tion of a placebo; or

(15) aiding suicide or aiding attempted suicide in violation of section 609.215 as estab­
lished by any of the following:

(i) a copy of the record of criminal conviction or plea of guilty for a felony in violation of 
section 609.215, subdivision 1 or 2;

(ii) a copy of the record of a judgment of contempt of court for violating an injunction 
issued under section 609.215, subdivision 4;

(iii) a copy of the record of a judgment assessing damages under section 609.215, subdi­
vision 5; or

(iv) a finding by the board that the person violated section 609.215, subdivision 1 or 2. 
The board shall investigate any complaint of a violation of section 609.215, subdivision 1 or 
2.

[For text o f subds 3 to 5, see M.S.2006]

Subd. 6. Medical records. Notwithstanding contrary provisions of sections 13.384 and 
144.651 or any other statute limiting access to medical or other health data, the board may 
obtain medical data and health records of a licensee, registrant, or applicant without the li­
censee’s, registrant’s, or applicant’s consent if the information is requested by the board as 
part of the process specified in subdivision 5. The medical data may be requested from a pro­
vider, as defined in section 144.291, subdivision 2, paragraph (h), an insurance company, or a 
government agency, including the Department of Human Services. A provider, insurance 
company, or government agency shall comply with any written request of the board under 
this subdivision and shall not be liable in any action for damages for releasing the data re­
quested by the board if the data are released pursuant to a written request under this subdivi­
sion, unless the information is false and the provider giving the information knew, or had 
reason to believe, the information was false. Information obtained under this subdivision 
shall be classified as private under the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act.

[For text o f subds 7 to 9, see M.S.2006]

History: 2007 c 147 art 10 s 15

150A.081 ACCESS TO MEDICAL DATA.
Subdivision 1. Access to data on licensee or registrant. When the board has probable 

cause to believe that a licensee’s or registrant’s condition meets a ground listed in section 
150A.08, subdivision 1, clause (4) or (8), it may, notwithstanding sections 13.384, 144.651, 
or any other law limiting access to medical data, obtain medical or health records on the li­
censee or registrant without the licensee’s or registrant’s consent. The medical data may be 
requested from a provider, as defined in section 144.291, subdivision 2, paragraph (h), an 
insurance company, or a government agency. A provider, insurance company, or government 
agency shall comply with a. written request of the board under this subdivision and is not li­
able in any action for damages for releasing the data requested by the board if the data are 
released under the written request, unless the information is false and the entity providing the 
information knew, or had reason to believe, the information was false.

Subd. 2. Access to data on patients. The board has access to medical records of a pa­
tient treated by a licensee or registrant under review if the patient signs a written consent per­
mitting access. If the patient has not given consent, the licensee or registrant must delete data 
from which a patient may be identified before releasing medical records to the board.

Subd. 3. Data classification; release of certain health data not required. Information 
obtained under this section is classified as private data on individuals under chapter 13. Un­
der this section, the commissioner of health is not required to release health data collected 
and maintained under section 13.3805, subdivision 2.

History: 2007 c 147 art 10 s 15
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