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CHAPTER 84
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

84.025 Contracts for professional and 84.82 Snowmobile registration.
maintenance scrvices. 84.8205  Snowmobile state trail sticker.
84.027 Powers and duties. 84.83 Snowmobile trails and enforcement
84.0274 Landowners’ bill of rights. account; receipts and allocations.
84.033 Scientific and natural areas. 84.86 Rules.
84.0855 Sales; receipts; appropriation. 84.87 Operation; regulations by political
84.0911 Wild ricc management account. subdivisions.
84.362 Removal of structures. 84.8712 Metal traction devices; prohibition on
84.631 Road easements across state lands. paved trails.
84.775 Off-highway vehicle civil citations, 84,91 Operation of snowmobiles and all-terrain
84.780- Off-highway vehicle damage account. vehicles by persons under the influence of
84.781 Use of department resources. alcohol or controlled substances.
84.788 Registration. 84.922 Registration,
84.789 Requircments of makers of off-highway 84.925 Education and training program.
motorcycles; sound emissions. 84.9256 Youthful operators; prohibitions.
84.791 Education and training. 84.9257 Passengers.
84.798 Registration. 84.926 Vehicle use on public lands; exceptions.
84.8015 Education and training. 84.928 Operation requirements; local regulation.

84.025 CONTRACTS FOR PROFESSIONAL AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES.
[For text of subds 7 to 9, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 10. Recreational vehicles and boats used for public purposes. All snowmo-
biles and outboard motors that are purchased by the commissioner of natural resources
must be of the four-stroke enginec model, except that the commissioner may purchase
models with two-stroke engines if the commissioner determines that they are as
environmentally efficient or that four-stroke engines are not practical for the intended
natural resource management purpose. The commissioner shall give preference to
engine models manufactured in the United States. All all-terrain vehicles purchased by
the commissioner must be manufactured in the state of Minnesota.

History: 2005 ¢ 146 s 1

84.027 POWERS AND DUTIES.
[For text of subds 1 to 11, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 12. Property disposal; gift acknowledgment; advertising sales. (a) The
commissioner may give away to members of the public items with a value of less than
$50 that are intended to promote conservation of natural resources or create awareness
of the state and its resources or natural resource management programs. The total
value of items given to the public under this paragraph may not exceed $25,000 per
year.

(b) The commissioner may recognize the contribution of money or in-kind services
on plaques, signs, publications, audio-visual materials, and media advertisements by
allowing the organization’s contribution to be acknowledged in print of readable size.

(c) The commissioner may accept paid advertising for departmental publications.
Advertising revenues received are appropriated to the commissioner to be used to
defray costs of publications, media productions, or other informational materials. The
commissioner may not accept paid advertising from any elected official or candidate for
elective office.

Subd. 13. Game and fish rules. (a) The commissioner of natural resources may
adopt rules under sections 97A.0451 to 97A.0459 and this subdivision that are
authorized under:

(1) chapters 97A, 97B, and 97C to set open seasons and areas, to close seasons
and areas, to select hunters for areas, to provide for tagging and registration of game
and fish, to prohibit or allow taking of wild animals to protect a species, to prevent or
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contro} wildlife disease, and to prohibit or allow importation, transportatlon or
possession of a wild animal;

(2) sections 84.093, 84.15, and 84.152 to set seasons for harvesting wild ginseng
roots and wild rice and to restrict or prohibit harvesting in designated areas; and

(3) section 84D.12 to designate prohibited invasive species, regulated invasive
species, unregulated nonnative species, and infested waters.

(b) If conditions exist that do not allow the commissioner to comply with sections
97A.0451 to 97A.0459, the commissioner may adopt a rule under this subdivision by
submitting the rule to the attorney general for review under section 97A.0455,
publishing a notice in the State Register and filing the rule with the secretary of state
and the Legislative Coordinating Commission, and complying with section 97A.0459,
and including a statement of the emergency conditions and a copy of the rule in the
notice. The notice may be published after it is received from the attorney general or
five business days after it is submitted to the attorney general, whichever is earlier.

(c) Rules adopted under paragraph (b) are effective upon publishing in the State
Register and may be effective up to seven days before publishing and f111ng under
paragraph (b), if:

(1) the commissioner of natural resources determines that an emergency exists;

(2) the attorney general approves the rule; and

(3) for a rule that affects more than three counties the commissioner pubhshes the
rule once in a legal newspaper published in Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth, or for a
rule that affects three or fewer counties the commissioner publishes the rule once in a
legal newspaper in each of the affected counties.

(d) Except as provided in paragraph (e), a rule published under paragraph (c),
clause (3), may not be effective earlier than seven days after publication.

(e) A rule published under paragraph (c), clause (3), may be effective the day the
rule is published if the commissioner gives notice and holds a public hearing on the
rule within 15 days before publication.

(f) The commissioner shall attempt to notify persons or groups of persons affected
by rules adopted under paragraphs (b) and (c) by public announcements, posting, and
other appropriate means as determined by the commissioner.

(g) Notwithstanding section 97A.0458, a rule adopted under this subdivision is
effective for the period stated in the notice but not longer than 18 months after the
rule is adopted.

[For text of subd 14, see M.5.2004]

Subd. 15. Electronic transactions. (a) The commissioner may receive an applica-
tion for, sell, and issue any license, stamp, permit, pass, sticker, duplicate safety training
certification, registration, or transfer under the jurisdiction of the commissioner by
electronic means, including by telephone. Notwithstanding section 97A.472, electronic
and telephone transactions may be made outside of the state. The commissioner may:

(1) provide for the electronic transfer of funds generated by electronic transac-
tions, including by telephone;

(2) assign an identification number to an applicant who purchases a hunting or
fishing license or recreational vehicle registration by electronic means, to-serve as
temporary authorization to engage in the act1v1ty requiring a license or reglstratlon
until the license or registration is received or expires;

(3) charge and permit agents to charge a fee of individuals who make electronic
transactions and transactions by telephone or Internet, including issuing fees and an
additional transaction fee not to exceed $3.50;

(4) establish, by written order, an electronic licensing system commission to be
paid by revenues generated from all sales made through the electronic licensing system.
The commissioner shall establish the commission in a manner that neither significantly
overrecovers nor underrecovers costs involved in providing the electronic licensing
system; and
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(5) adopt rules to administer the provisions of this subdivision.

(b) The fees established under paragraph (a), clause (3), and the commission
established under paragraph (a), clause (4), are not subject to the rulemakmg proce—
dures of chapter 14 and section 14.386 does not apply.

(c) Money received from fees and commissions collected under this subdivision,
including interest earned, is annually appropriated from the game and fish fund and the
natural resources fund to the commissioner for the cost of electronic. licensing.

[For text of subd 16, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 17. Background checks for volunteer instructors. (a) The commissioner may
conduct background checks for volunteer instructor applicants for department safety
training and education programs, including the programs established under sections
84.791 (youth off-highway motorcycle safety education and training), 84.86 and 84.862
(youth and adult snowmobile safety training), 84.925 (youth all-terrain vehicle safety
education and training), 97B.015 (youth firearms safety training), and 97B.025 (hunter
and trapper education and training). _

(b) The commissioner shall perform the background check by retrieving criminal
history data maintained in the criminal justice information system (CJIS) and other
data sources.

(c) The commissioner shall develop a standardized form to be used for réquesting
a background check, which must include:

(1) a notification to the appllcant that the commissioner will conduct a background
check under this section; -

2 a notlflcatlon to the applicant of the apphcant’s rights under paragraph (d);
and

(3) a signed consent by the applicant to conduct the background check expiring
one year from the date of signature.

(d) The volunteer instructor. applicant who is the subject of a background check
has the right to:

(1) be informed that the commissioner will request a background check on the
applicant;

(2) be informed by the commissioner of the results of the background check and
obtain a copy of the background check; .

(3) obtain any record that forms the basis for the background check and report

(4) challenge the accuracy and completeness of the information contained in the
report or a record; and : :

-(5) be informed by the commissioner 1f the applicant is rejected because of the
result of the background check.

History: 2005 ¢ 146 s 2,3; 15p2005 c 1 art 25 13,14
84.0274 LANDOWNERS’ BILL OF RIGHTS.
[For text of subds 1 to 8, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 9. Exception for nonprofit organizations and governmental entities. When
the commissioner acquires land or interests in land from a nonprofit organization or
governmental entity, any or all of the provisions of this section may be waived by
mutual agreement of the commissioner and the nonprofit organization or governmental
entity.

Subd. 10. Right of first refusal agreement. The commlsswner may enter into a
right of first refusal agreement with a landowner prior to determining the value of the
land. No right of first refusal agreement shall be made for a period of greater than two
years and payment to the landowner for entry into the agreement shall not exceed
$5,000. : :

History: 1Sp2005 c 1 art 2 s 15,16
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84.033 SCIENTIFIC AND NATURAL AREAS.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 2005 c 161 s 26]

Subd. 3. County approval. The commissioner must follow the procedures under
section 97A.145, subdivision 2, when acquiring land for designation as a scientific and
natural area under this section.

History: 2005 ¢ 161 5 1

84.0855 SALES; RECEIPTS; APPROPRIATION.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S5.2004]

Subd. la. Software sales. Notwithstanding section 16E.15, the commissioner may
sell or license intellectual property and software products or services developed by the
department or custom developed by a vendor for the department.

[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2004]
History: 2005 ¢ 156 art 5 s 23

84.0911 WILD RICE MANAGEMENT ACCOUNT.
[For text of subd 1, see M.8.2004]

Subd. 2. Receipts. Money received from the sale of wild rice licenses issued by the
commissioner under section 84.091, subdivision 3, paragraph (a), clauses (1), (3), and
(4), and subdivision 3, paragraph (b), except for the electronic licensing system
commission established by the commissioner under section 84.027, subdivision 15, shall
be credited to the wild rice management account.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.2004]
History: 1Sp2005c 1 art2s 17

84.362 REMOVAL OF STRUCTURES.

Until after the sale of any parcel of tax-forfeited Iand whether classified as
agricultural or nonagricultural hereunder, the county auditor may, with the approval of
the commissioner, provide:

(1) for the sale or demolition of any structure located on the land that has been
determined by the county board to be especially liable to fire or so situated as to
endanger life or limb or other buildings or property in the vicinity because of age,
dilapidated condition, defective chimney, defective electric wiring, any gas connection,
heating apparatus, or other defect; and :

(2) for the sale of salvage material, if any, therefrom.
History: 2005 c 136 art 95 1

84.631 ROAD EASEMENTS ACROSS STATE LANDS.

(a) Except as provided in section 85.015, subdivision 1b, the commissioner, on
behalf of the state, may convey a road easement across state land under the commis-
sioner’s jurisdiction other than school trust land, to a private person requesting an
easement for access to property owned by the person only if the following requirements
are met: (1) there are no reasonable alternatives to obtain access to the property; and
(2) the exercise of the easement will not cause significant adverse environmental or
natural resource management impacts.

(b) The commissioner shall:
(1) require the applicant to pay the market value of the easement;
(2) provide that the easement reverts to the state in the event of nonuse; and-
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-(3) impose other terms and conditions, of use as necessary and approprlate under
the circumstances.

(c) An applicant shall submit a fee of up to-$2,000 with each application for a road
easement across state land. The commissioner must give the applicant an estimate of
the costs of the.road easement before the appllcant submits the fee. The application
fee is nonrefundable, even if the application is withdrawn or denied.

(d) Fees collected under paragraph (c) must be depos1ted in the land management
account in the natural resources fund.

History: 1Sp2005c 1 art 25 18

84.775 OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE CIVIL CITATIONS.

Subdivision 1. Civil citation; authority to issue. (a) A conservation officer or other
licensed peace officer may issue a civil citation to-a person who operates:

-, (1) an off-highway motorcycle in violation of sections 84.773, subdivision: 1 or 2,
clause (1); 84.777; 84.788 to 84.795; or 84.90;

(2) an off-road vehicle in violation of sections 84.773, subdivision 1 or2, clause (1);
84.777; 84.798 to 84.804; or 84.90; or

(3) an all-terrain vehicle in violation of sections 84.773, subdivision 1 or 2, clause
(1); 84.777; 84.90; or 84.922 to 84.928.

(b) A civil citation under paragraph (a) shall require restitution for public and

private property damage and impose a penalty of:
-(1) $100 for the first offense;

(2) $200 for the second offense; and

(3) $500 for third and subsequent offenses.

(c) A conservation officer or other licensed peace officer may issue a civil citation
to a person who operates an off-highway motorcycle, off-road vehicle, or all-terrain
vehicle in violation of section 84.773, subdivision 2, clause (2) or (3). A civil citation
under this paragraph shall require restitution for damage to wetlands and 1mpose a
penalty of:

" (1) $100 for the first offense;

(2) $500 for the second offense; and

(3) $1,000 for third and subsequent offenses.

(d) If the peace officer determines that there is damage to property requlrmg
restitution, the commissioner must send a written explanation of the extent of the
damage and the cost of the repair by first class mail to the address provided by the
person receiving the citation within 15 days of the date of the citation.

(e) An off-road vehicle or all-terrain vehicle that is equipped with a snorkel device
and receives a civil citation under this section is subject to twice the penalty amounts in
paragraphs (b) and (c).

[For text of subds 2 to 5, see M.S.2004]
History: 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 25 19 '

84.780 OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE DAMAGE ACCOUNT.

(a) The off-highway vehicle damage account is created in the natural resources
fund. Money in the off-highway vehicle damage account is appropriated to the
commissioner of natural resources for the repair or restoration of property damaged by
the operation of off-highway vehicles in an unpermitted area after August 1, 2003, and
for the costs of administration for this section. Before the commissioner ‘may make a
payment from this account, the commissioner must determine whether the damage to
the property was caused by the unpermitted use of off-highway vehicles, that the
applicant has made reasonable efforts to identify the responsible individual and obtain
payment from the . individual, and that the applicant has made reasonable efforts to
prevent reoccurrence. By June 30, 2008, the commissioner of finance must transfer the
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remaining balance in the account to the off-highway motorcycle account under section
84.794, the off-road vehicle account under section 84.803, and the all-terrain vehicle
account under section 84.927. The amount transferred to each account must be
proportionate to the amounts received in the damage account from the relevant off-
highway vehicle accounts.

(b) Determinations of the commissioner under this section may be made by
written order and are exempt from the rulemaking provisions of chapter 14. Section
14.386 does not apply.

(c) This section expires July 1, 2008.
History: 1Sp2005c 1 art 25 20

84.781 USE OF DEPARTMENT RESOURCES.

The commissioner of natural resources may permit Department of Natural Re-
sources personnel and equipment from the Division of Trails and Waterways to be
used to assist local units of government in developing and maintaining off-highway
vehicle grant-in-aid trails located on property owned by or under the control of the
local unit of government. . '

History: 15p2005c 1art2s 21

84.788 REGISTRATION.
[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 3. Application; issuance; reports. (a) Application for registration or contin-
ued registration must be made to the commissioner or an authorized: deputy registrar
of motor vehicles in a form prescribed by the commissioner. The form must state the
name and address of every owner of the off-highway motorcycle.

(b) A person who purchases from a retail dealer an off-highway motorcycle shall
make application for registration to the dealer at-the point of sale. The dealer shall
issue a dealer temporary ten-day registration permit to each purchaser who applies to
the dealer for registration. The dealer shall submit the completed registration applica-
tions and fees to the deputy registrar at least once each week. No fee may be charged
by a dealer to a purchaser for providing the temporary permit.

(c) Upon receipt of the application and the appropriate fee, the commissioner or
deputy registrar shall issue to the applicant, or provide to the dealer, an assigned
registration number or a commissioner or deputy registrar temporary ten-day permit.
Once issued, the registration number must be affixed to the motorcycle according to
paragraph (). A dealer subject to paragraph (b) shall provide the registration materials
or temporary permit to the purchaser within the ten-day temporary permit period.

(d) The commissioner shall develop a registration system to register vehicles-under
this section.-A deputy registrar of motor vehicles acting under section 168.33, is also a
deputy registrar of off-highway motorcycles. The commissioner of natural resources in
agreement with the commissioner of public safety may prescribe the accounting and
procedural requirements necessary to ensure efficient handling of registrations and
registration fees. Deputy registrars shall strictly comply with the accounting and
procedural requirements.

(e) In addition to other fees prescribed by law, a filing fee of $4.50 is charged for
each off-highway motorcycle registration renewal, duplicate or replacement registration
card, and replacement decal and a filing fee of $7 is charged for each off-highway
motorcycle registration and registration transfer issued by:

(1) a deputy registrar and must be deposited in the treasury of the jurisdiction
where the deputy is appointed, or kept if the deputy is not a public official; or

(2) the commissioner and must be deposited in the state treasury and credited to
the off-highway motorcycle account.

(f) Unless exempted in paragraph (g), the owner of an off-highway motorcycle
must display a registration decal issued by the commissioner. If the motorcycle is
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licensed as a motor vehicle, a registration decal must be affixed on the upper:left
corner of the rear license plate. If the motorcycle is not licensed as a motor vehicle, the
decal must-be attached on the side of the motorcycle and may be attached to the fork
tube. The decal must be attached in a manner so that it is visible while a rider is on the
motorcycle. The issued decals must be of a size to work within the constraints of the
electronic licensing system, not to exceed three inches high and three inches wide.

- (g) Display of a registration decal is not required for an off-highway motorcycle:
(1) while being operated on private property; or
(2) while competing in a closed-course competition event.

[For text of subds 4 to 10, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 11. Refunds. The commissioner may issue a refund on a registration, not
including any issuing fees paid under subdivision 3, paragraph (e) or section 84.027,
subdivision 15, paragraph (a), clause (3), if the refund request is recelved within 12
months of the orlglnal registration and:

(1) the off-highway motorcycle was registered incorrectly by the commlssmner or
the deputy registrar; or :

" (2) the off-highway motorcycle was reglstered twice, once by the dealer and once
by the customer.

-History: 15p2005 ¢ 1 art 2 s 22,23

84.789 REQUIREMENTS OF MAKERS OF OFF-HIGHWAY "MOTORCYCLES;
SOUND EMISSIONS.

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2004] ..

Subd. 3. Sound emissions. (a) On and after July 1, 2006, off-highway rhotorcycles
when operating on public lands, shall at all times be equipped with a silencer or other
device that limits sound emissions according to this subdivision.

(b) Sound emissions of competition off-highway motorcycles manufactured on or
after January 1, 1998, are limited to not more than 96 dbA and, if manufactured prior
to January 1, 1998, to not more than 99 dbA, when measured from a distance of 20
inches using test procedures established by the Society of Automotive Engineers under
Standard J-1287, as applicable.

(c) Sound emissions of all other off- hlghway motorcycles are limited to not more
than 96 dbA if manufactured on or after January 1, 1986, and not more than 99 dbA if
manufactured prior to January 1, 1986, when measured from a distance of 20 inches
using test procedures established by the Society of Automotive Engineers under
Standard J-1287, as applicable.

(d) Off-highway motorcycles operating in closed course competition events are
excluded from the requirements of this subdivision.

History: 1Sp2005 c 1 art 25 24

84.791 EDUCATION AND TRAINING.

Subdivision 1. Program established; when required. (a) The commissioner shall
establish a comprehensive off-highway motorcycle environment and safety education
and training program, including the preparation and dissemination of vehicle informa-
tion and safety advice to the public, the training of off-highway motorcycle operators,
and the issuance of off-highway motorcycle safety certificates to operators under the
age of 16 years who successfully complete the off-highway motorcycle environment and
safety education and training courses.

(b) An individual who is convicted of violating a law related to the operation of an
off-highway motorcycle must successfully complete the environment and safety edu-
cation and training program established under paragraph (a) before contlnumg opera-
tion of an off-highway motorcycle.
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- Subd. 2. Fees. For the purposes of administering the program and to defray a
portion of the expenses of training and certifying vehicle operators, the commissioner
shall collect a fee not to exceed $5 from each person who receives the training. The
commissioner shall collect a fee for issuing a duplicate off-highway motorcycle safety
certificate. The commissioner shall establish the fee for a duplicate off-highway
motorcycle safety certificate, to include a $1 issuing fee for licensing agents, that
neither significantly overrecovers nor underrecovers costs, including overhead costs,
involved in providing the service. The fees, except for the issuing fee for licensing
agents under this subdivision, shall be deposited in the state treasury and credited to
the off-highway motorcycle account in the natural resources fund.

[For text of subds 3 to 5, see M.S.2004]
History: 1S5p2005 c 1 art 2 s 25,26

84.798 REGISTRATION.

Subdivision 1. General requirements. (a) Unless exempted under paragraph (b) or
subdivision 2, after January 1, 1995, a person may not operate and an owner may not
give permission for another to operate an off-road vehicle on off-road vehicle-
designated trails or areas on land administered by the commissioner, or on off-road
vehicle grant-in-aid trails and areas funded under section 84.803, unless the vehicle has
been registered under this section. '

(b) Annually on the third Saturday of May, nonregistered off-road vehicles may be
operated at the Iron Range Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Area.

[For text of subds 2 to 9, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 10. Refunds. The commissioner may issue a refund on a registration, not
including any issuing fees paid under subdivision 3, paragraph (b), or section 84.027,
subdivision 15, paragraph (a), clause (3), if the refund request is received within 12
months of the original registration and the vehicle was registered 1ncorrectly by the
commissioner or the deputy registrar.

History: 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 2 s 27,29

84.8015 EDUCATION AND TRAINING.

. Subdivision 1. Program established; when required. (a) The commissioner shall
establish a comprehensive off:road vehicle environment and safety education and
training program, including the preparation and dissemination of vehicle information
and safety advice to the public, the training of off-road vehicle operators, and the
issuance of off-road vehicle safety certificates to operators 16 to 18 years of age who
successfully complete the off-road vehicle environment and safety education and
training courses.

(b) Beginning July 1, 2006, an individual who is convicted of violating a law related
to the operation of an off-road vehicle must successfully complete the environment and
safety education and training program established under paragraph (a) before continu-
ing operation of an off-road vehicle.

Subd. 2. Fees. For the purposes of administering the program and to defray a
portion of the expenses of training and certifying vehicle operators, the commissioner
shall collect a fee not to exceed $15 from each person who receives the training. The
commissioner shall collect a fee for issuing a duplicate off-road vehicle safety certifi-
cate. The commissioner shall establish the fee for a duplicate off-road vehicle safety
certificate that neither significantly overrecovers nor underrecovers costs, including
overhead costs, involved in providing the service. The fees must be deposited in the
state treasury and credited to the off-road vehicle account.

Subd. 3. Cooperation and consultation. The commissioner shall cooperate with
private organizations and associations, private and public corporations, and local
governmental units in furtherance of the program established under this section. The
commissioner shall consult with the commissioner of public safety in regard to training
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program subject matter and performance testing that leads to the certification of off-
road vehicle operators.

Subd. 4. Reciprocity with other states. The commissioner may enter into reciproci-
ty agreements or otherwise certify off-road vehicle environment and safety education
and training courses from other states that are substantially similar to in-state courses.
Proof of completion of a course subject to a reciprocity agreement or certified as
substantlally 51m11ar is adequate to meet the safety certificate requirements of this
section.

History: 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 2s 28
84.82 SNOWMOBILE REGISTRATION.
[For text of subd la, se¢ M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Application, issuance, reports, additional fee. (a) Application for registra-
tion or reregistration shall be made to the commissioner or an authorized deputy
registrar of motor vehicles in a format prescribed by the commissioner and shall state
the.legal name and address of every owner of the snowmaobile.

(b) A person who purchases a snowmobile from -a retail dealer shall make
application for registration to the dealer at the point of sale. The dealer shall issue a
dealer temporary ten-day registration permit to each purchaser who applies to the
dealer for registration. Each retail dealer shall submit completed registration and fees
to the deputy registrar at least once a week. No fee may be charged by a dealer to a
purchaser for providing the temporary permit.

(c) Upon receipt of the application and the appropriate fee as hereinafter
provided, the commissioner or deputy registrar shall issue to the applicant, or provide
to the dealer, an assigned registration number or a commissioner or deputy registrar
temporary ten-day permit. Once issued, the registration number must be affixed to the
snowmobile in a clearly visible and permanent manner for enforcement purposes as the
commissioner of natural resources shall prescribe. A dealer subject to paragraph (b)
shall provide the registration materials or temporary permit to the purchaser within the
temporary ten-day permit period. The registration is not valid unless signed by at least
one owner. _

(d) Each deputy reglstrar of motor vehlcles actmg pursuant to section 168.33, shall
also be a deputy registrar of snowmobiles. The commissioner of natural resources in
agreement with the commissioner of public safety may prescribe the accounting and
procedural requirements necessary to assure efficient handling of registrations and
registration fees. Deputy registrars shall strictly comply with these accounting and
procedural requirements.

(e) A fee of $2 in addition to that otherw1se prescribed by law shall be charged for:
(1) each snowmobile registered by the registrar or a deputy registrar and the

additional fee shall be disposed of in the manner provided in section 168.33, subdivi-
sion 2; or

(2) each snowmobile reglstered by the commissioner and the additional fee shall
be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the snowmobile trails and enforce-
ment account in the natural resources fund.

[For text of subds 3 to 10, see M.5.2004]

Subd. 11. Refunds. The commissioner may issue a refund on a registration, not
including any issuing fees paid under subdivision 2, paragraph (e), or section 84.027,
subdivision 15, paragraph (a), clause (3), if the refund request is received within 12
months of the original registration and:

(1) the snowmobile was reglstered incorrectly by the commissioner or the deputy
registrar; or
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(2) the snowmobile  was registered twice, once by the dealer and once by the
customer. :

History: 1Sp2005 ¢ I art 2 s 30,31

84.8205 SNQWMOBILE STATE TRAIL STICKER.

_ Subdivision 1. Sticker required; fee. A person may not operate a snowmobile on a
state or grant-in-aid snowmobile trail unless a snowmobile state trail sticker is affixed
to the snowmobile. The commissioner of natural resources shall issue a sticker upon
application and payment of a $15 fee. The fee for a three-year snowmobile state trail
sticker that is purchased at the time of snowmobile registration is $30. In addition to
other penalties prescribed by law, a person in violation of this subdivision must
purchase an annual state trail sticker for a fee of $30. The sticker is valid from
November 1 through April 30. Fees collected under this section, except for the issuing
fee for licensing agents under this section and for the electronic licensing system
commission established by the commissioner under section 84.027, subdivision 15, shall
be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the snowmobile trails and enforce-
ment account in the natural resources fund and must be used for grants-in-aid, trail
maintenance, grooming, and easement acquisition.

[For text of subd 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 3. License agents. The commissioner may appoint agents to issue and sell
state trail stickers. The commissioner may revoke the appointment of an agent at any
time. The commissioner may adopt additional rules as provided in section 97A.485,
subdivision 11. An agent shall observe all rules adopted by the commissioner for
accounting and handling of stickers pursuant to section 97A.485, subdivision 11. An
agent shall promptly deposit and remit all money received from the sale of the stickers,
exclusive of the issuing fee, to the commissioner.

Subd. 4. Issuance of stickers. The commissioner and agents shall issue and sell
snowmobile state trail stickers.

[For text of subd 5, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 6. Duplicate state trail stickers. The commissioner and agents shall issue a
duplicate sticker to persons whose sticker is lost or destroyed using the process
established under section 97A.405, subdivision 3, and rules promulgated thereunder.
The fee for a duplicate state trail sticker is $2 with an issuing fee of 50 cents.

History: 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 2 s 32-35

84.83 SNOWMOBILE TRAILS AND ENFORCEMENT ACCOUNT; RECEIPTS AND
ALLOCATIONS.

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 3. Purposes for- the account. The money deposited in the account and
interest earned on that money may be expended only as appropnated by law for the
following purposes:

(1) for a grant-in-aid program to counties and municipalities for construction and
maintenance of snowmobile trails, including maintenance of trails on lands and waters
of Voyageurs National Park, on Lake of thc Woods, on Rainy Lake, and on the
following lakes in St. Louis County: Burntside, Crane, Little Long, Mud Pehcan
Shagawa, and Vermilion;

(2) for acquisition, development, and maintehance of state recreational snowmo-
bile trails;

(3) for snowmobile safety programs; and

(4) for the administration and enforcement of sections 84.81 to 84.91 and
appropriated grants to local law enforcement agencies.

- Subd. 4. Provisions applicable to funding recipients. (a) Recipients of Minnesota
trail assistance program funds must be afforded the same protection and be held to the
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same standard of liability as a political subdivision under chapter 466 for activities
associated with the administration, design, construction, maintenance, and grooming of
snowmobile trails.

(b) Recipients of Minnesota trail assistance program funds who maintain ice trails
on public waters listed under subdivision 3, clause (1), or on waters of Voyageurs
National Park are expressly immune from liability under section.466.03, subdivision 6e.

" [For text of subds 4a and 5, see M.S.2004]
History: 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 2 s 36,37 '

84.86 RULES.

Subdivision 1. Required rules. With a view of achieving maximum use of snowmo-
biles consistent with protection of the environment the commissioner of natural
resources shall adopt rules in the manner provided by chapter 14, for the following
purposes: y

(1) Registration of snowmobiles and display of registration numbers.
(2) Use of snowmobiles insofar as game and fish resources are affected.
(3) Use of snowmobiles on public lands and waters, or on grant-in-aid trails.

(4) Uniform signs to be used by the state, counties, and cities, which are necessary
or desirable to control, direct, or regulate the operation and use of snowmobiles.

(5) Specifications relating to snowmobile mufflers.

(6) A comprehensive snowmobile information and safety education and training
program, including but not limited to the preparation and dissemination of snowmobile
information. and safety advice to the public, the training of snowmobile operators, and
the issuance of snowmobile safety certificates to snowmobile operators who successfully
complete the snowmobile safety education and training course. For the purpose of
administering such program and to defray expenses of training and certifying snowmo-
bile operators, the commissioner shall collect a fee from each person who receives the
youth or adult training. The commissioner shall collect a fee, to include a $1 issuing fee
for licensing agents, for issuing a duplicate snowmobile safety certificate. The commis-
sioner shall establish both fees in a manner that neither significantly overrecovers nor
underrecovers costs, including overhead costs, involved in providing the services. The
fees are not subject to.the rulemaking provisions of chapter 14 and section 14.386 does
not apply. The fees may be established by the commissioner notwithstanding section
16A.1283.. The fees, except for the issuing fee for licensing agents under this subdivi-
sion, shall be deposited in the snowmobile trails and enforcement account in the
natural resources fund and the amount thereof, except for the electronic licensing
system commission established by the commissioner under section 84.027, subdivision
15, and issuing fees collected by the commissioner, is appropriated annually to the
Enforcement Division of the Department of Natural Resources for the administration
of such programs. In addition to the fee established by the commissioner, instructors
may charge each person up to the established fee amount for class materials and
expenses. The commissioner- shall cooperate with private organizations and associa-
tions, private and public corporations, and local governmental units in furtherance of
the program established. under this clause. School districts may cooperate with the
commissioner and volunteer instructors to provide space for the classroom portion of
the training. The commissioner shall consult with the commissioner of public safety in
regard to training program subject matter and performance testing that leads to the
certification of snowmobile operators.

(7) The operator of any snowmobile involved in an accident resulting in injury
requiring medical attention or hospitalization to or death of any person or total
damage to an extent of $500 or more, shall forward a written report of the accident to
the commissioner on such form as the commissioner shall prescribe. If the operator is
killed or is unable to file a report due to incapacitation, any peace officer investigating
the accident shall file the accident report within ten business days.
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[For text of subd 2, see M.S.2004]
History: 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 2 s 38

84.87 OPERATION; REGULATIONS BY POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.

Subdivision 1. Operation on streets and highways. (a) No person shall operate a
snowmobile upon the roadway, shoulder, or inside bank or slope of any trunk, county
state-aid, or county highway in this state and, in the case of a divided trunk or county
highway, on the right-of-way between the opposing lanes of traffic, except as provided
in sections 84.81 to 84.90. No person shall operate a snowmobile within the right-of-
way of any trunk, county state-aid, or county highway between the hours of one-half
hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, except on the right-hand side of such
right-of-way and in the same direction as the highway traffic on the nearest lane of the
roadway adjacent thereto. No snowmobile shall be operated at any time within the
right-of-way of any interstate highway or freeway within this state.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of paragraph (a) to the contrary:

(1) under conditions prescribed by the commissioner of transportation, the com-
missioner of transportation may allow two-way operation of snowmobiles on either side
of the trunk highway right-of-way where the commissioner of transportation determines
that two-way operation will not endanger users of the trunk highway or riders of the
snowmobiles using the trail;

(2) under conditions prescribed by a local road authority as defined in section
160.02, subdivision 25, the road authority may allow two-way operation of snowmobiles
on either side of the right-of-way of a street or highway under the road authority’s
jurisdiction, where the road authority determines that two-way operation will not
endanger users of the street or highway or riders of the snowmobiles using the trail;

(3) the commissioner of transportation under clause (1) and the local road
authority under clause (2) shall notify the commissioner of natural resources and the
local law enforcement agencies responsible for the streets or highways of the locations
of two-way snowmobile trails authorized under this paragraph; and

(4) two-way snowmobile trails authorized under this paragraph shall be posted for
two-way operation at the authorized locations.

(c) A snowmobile may make a direct crossing of a street or highway at any hour of
the day provided:

(1) the crossing is made at an angle of approximately 90 degrees to the direction of
the highway and at a place where no obstruction prevents a qu1ck and safe crossing;
and

(2) the snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder or
main traveled way of the highway; and

(3) the driver yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic which constitutes an
immediate hazard; and

(4) in crossing a divided highway, the crossing is made only at an intersection of
such highway with another public street or highway; and

(5) if the crossmg is made between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-
half hour before sunrise or in conditions of reduced visibility, only if both front and
rear lights are on; and

(6) a snowmobile may be operated upon a bridge, other than a bridge that is part
of the main traveled lanes -of an interstate highway, when required for the purpose of
avoiding obstructions to travel when no other method of avoidance is possible;
provided the snowmobile is operated in the extreme right-hand lane, the entrance to
the roadway is made within 100 feet of the bridge and the crossing is made without
undue delay.

(d) No snowmobile shall be operated upon a public street or highway unless it is
equipped with at least one headlamp, one tail lamp, each of minimum candlepower as
prescribed by rules of the commissioner, reflector material of a minimum area of 16
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square inches mounted on each side forward of the handle bars, and with brakes each
of which shall conform to standards prescrlbed by rule of the commissioner pursuant to
the authority vested in the commissioner by section 84.86, and each of which shall be
suibject to approval of the commissioner of public safety. : :

(e) A snowmobile may be operated upon a public street or highway other th'm as
provided by paragraph (c) in an emergency during the period -of time when and at
locations where snow upon the roadway renders travel by automobile impractical.

(f) All provisions of chapters 169 and 169A shall apply to the operation of
snowmobiles upon streets and highways, except for those relating to required equip-
ment, and except those which by their nature have no application. Section 169.09
apphes to the operation of snowmobiles anywhere in the state or on the ice of any
boundary water of the state.

(g) Any sled, trailer, or other device being towed by a snowmobile must be
equipped with reﬂectlve materlals as required by rule of the commissioner.

. [For text of subds la to 4, see M.S.2004]
' History: 2005 ¢ 725 1 |
84.8712 METAL TRACTION DEVICES; PROHIBITION ON PAVED TRAILS.
- [For text of subd 1 see M.S.2004]

Subd 2. Civil c1tatlon, authority to issue. Conservation officers and other licensed
peace officers may issue civil citations to a person who operates a snowmobile in
violation of this section. The citation must impose a penalty of $50 for the first offense,
$200 for the second offense, and $500 for third and subsequent offenses.

Subd. 3. Appeals. Civil citations for offenses under this section may be appealed
under the procedures in section 116.072, subdivision 6, if the recipient of the citation
requests a hearing by notifying the commissioner in writing within 15 days after receipt
of the citation. For the purposes of the enforcement of this section, the terms
“commissioner” and “agency” as used in section 116.072 mean the commissioner of
natural resources. If a hearing is not requested within the 15-day period, the citation
becomes .a final order not subject to further review.

Subd. 4. Enforcement.- Civil citations for offenses under this section may be
enforced under section 116.072, subdivision 9. If a person fails to pay a penalty owed
under this section, the person may not operate a snowmobile until the penalty is paid.
Penalty amounts must be remitted within 30 days of issuance of the penalty citation.

[For text of subd 5, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 6. Selection of remedy. A person operating a snowmobile in violation of this
section is guilty of a petty misdemeanor punishable by a fine of no more than $50 for
the first offense, no more than $300 for the second offense, and no more than $600 for
the third and subsequent offenses. A peace officer may not seek both ClVll and petty
misdemeanor penalties for a violation of this section.

Hlstory 2005c10art1517-20 -
84.901 [Repealed, 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 2 s 162]

84.91 OPERATION OF SNOWMOBILES AND ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLES BY PER-
SONS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED SUB-
STANCES. -

Subdivision 1. Acts prohibited. (a) No owner or other person having charge or
control of any snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle shall authorize or permit any individual
the person knows or has reason to believe is under the influence ‘of alcohol or a
controlled substance or other substance to operate the snowmobile or all-terrain
vehicle anywhere in this state or on the ice of any boundary water of this state.
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(b) No owner or other person having charge or control of any snowmobile or all-
terrain vehicle shall knowingly authorize or permit any person, who by reason of any
physical or mental disability is incapable of operating the vehicle, to operate the
snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle anywhere in this state or on the ice of any boundary
water of this state.

(c) A person who operates or is in physical control of a snowmoblle or all terrain
vehicle anywhere in this state or on the .ice of any boundary water of this state is
subject to chapter 169A. In addition to the applicable sanctions under chapter 169A, a
person who is convicted of violating section 169A.20 or an ordinance in conformity with
it while operating a snowmobile or all-terrain vehicle, or who refuses to comply with a
lawful request to submit to testing under sections 169A.50 to 169A.53 or an ordinance
in conformity with it, shall be prohibited from operating the snowmobile or all-terrain
vehicle for a period of one year. The commissioner shall notify the person of the time
period during which the person is prohibited from operating a snowmobile -or. all-
terrain vehicle.

(d) Administrative and judicial review of the operating privileges prohibition is
governed by section 97B.066, subdivisions 7 to 9, if the person does not have a prior
impaired driving conviction or prior license revocation, as defined in section 169A.03.
Otherwise, administrative and judicial rev1ew of the prohibition is governed by section
169A.53. :

(e) The court shall promptly forward to the commissioner and the Department of
Public Safety copies of all convictions and criminal and civil sanctions imposed under
this section and chapters 169 and 169A relating to snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles.

(f) A person who violates paragraph (a) or (b), or an ordinance in conformity with
either of them, is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person who operates a snowmobile or all-
terrain vehicle during the time period the person is prohibited from operating a vehlcle
under paragraph (c) is guilty of a misdemeanor.

History: 2005 ¢ 146 s 4

84.922 REGISTRATION.
[For text of subds 1 and 1a, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Application, issuance, reports. (a) Application for registration or contin-
ued registration shall be made to.the commissioner or an authorized deputy registrar of
motor vehicles in a form prescribed by the commissioner. The form must state the
name and address of every owner of the vehicle.

(b) A person.who. purchases an all-terrain vehicle from a retaﬂ dealer shall rnake
application for registration to the dealer at the point of sale. The dealer shall issue a
dealer temporary ten-day registration permit to each purchaser who applies to the
dealer for registration. The dealer shall submit the completed registration application
and fees to the deputy registrar at least once each week. No fee may be charged by a
dealer to a purchaser for providing the temporary permit.

(c) Upon receipt of the application and the appropriate fee, the commissioner or
deputy registrar shall issue to the applicant, or provide to the dealer, an assigned
registration number or a commissioner or deputy registrar temporary ten-day permit.
Once issued, the registration number must be affixed to the vehicle in a manner
prescribed by the commissioner. A dealer subject to paragraph (b) shall provide the
registration materials or temporary permit to the purchaser within the ten-day tempo-
rary permit period. The commissioner shall use the snowmobile registration system to
register vehicles under this section.

(d) Each deputy registrar of motor vehicles acting under section 168.33, is also a
deputy registrar of all-terrain vehicles. The commissioner of natural resources in
agreement with the commissioner of public safety may prescribe the accounting and
procedural requirements necessary to assure efficient handling of registrations. and
registration fees. Deputy registrars shall strictly. comply with the accounting and
procedural requirements.
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(e) In addition to other fees prescribed by law, a filing fee of $4.50 is charged for
each all-terrain vehicle registration renewal, duplicate or replacement registration card,
and replacement decal and a filing fee of $7 is charged for each all- terraln Vehlcle
registration and registration transfer issued by:

(1) a deputy registrar and -shall be deposited in the treasury of the jurisdiction
where the deputy is appointed, or retained if the deputy is not a public official; or

(2) the commissioner and shall be deposited to the state treasury and credited to
the all-terrain vehicle account in the natural resources fund.

[For text of subds 2a to 11, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 12. Refunds. Thc commissioner may issue a refund on a registration, not
including any issuing fees paid under subdivision 2, paragraph (e), or section 84.027,
subdivision 15, paragraph (a), clause (3), if the refund request is received within 12
months of the original registration and:

(1) the vehicle was registered incorrectly by the commissioner or the deputy
registrar; or

(2) the vehicle was registered twice, once by the dealer and once by the customer.
" History: 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 2 s 39,40

84.925 EDUCATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM.

" Subdivision 1. Program established. (a) The commissioner shall establish a com-
prehensive all-terrain vehicle environmental and safety education and training program,
including the preparation and dissemination of vehicle information and safety advice to
the public, the training of all-terrain vehicle operators, and the issuance of all-terrain
vehicle safety certificates to vehicle operators over the age of 12 years who successfully
complete the all-terrain vehicle environmental and safety education and training
course. .

(b) For the purpose of administering the program and to defray a portion of the
expenses of training and certifying vehicle operators, the commissioner shall collect a
fee of $15 from each person who receives the training. The commissioner shall collect a
fee, to include a $1 issuing fee for licensing agents, for issuing a duplicate all-terrain
vehicle safety certificate. The commissioner shall establish the fee for a duplicate all-
terrain vehicle safety certificate that neither significantly overrecovers nor underrecov-
ers costs, including overhead costs, involved in providing the service. Fee proceeds,
except for the issuing fee for licensing agents under this subdivision, shall be deposited
in the all-terrain vehicle account in the natural resources fund. In addition to the fee
established by the commissioner, instructors may charge each person the cost of class
material and expenses.

(c) The commissioner shall cooperate with private organlzatlons and associations,
private and public corporations, and local governmental units in furtherance of the
program established under this section. School districts may cooperate with the
commissioner and volunteer instructors to provide space for the classroom portion of
the training. The commissioner shall consult with the commissioner of public safety in
regard to training program subject matter and performance testing that leads to the
certification of vehicle operators. By June 30, 2003, the commissioner shall 1ncorporate
a riding component in the safety education and training program.

[For text of subds 3 and 4, see. M.S.2004]

Subd. 5. Training requirements. (a) An individual who was born after July 1, 1987,
and who is 16 years of age or older, must successfully complete the independent study
course component of all-terrain vehicle safety training before operating an all-terrain
vehicle on public lands.

(b) An individual who is convicted of violating a law related to the operation of an
all-terrain vehicle must successfully complete the independent study course component
of all-terrain vehicle safety training before continuing operation of an all-terrain
vehicle.
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(c) An individual who is convicted for a second or subsequent excess speed,
trespass, or wetland violation in an all-terrain vehicle season, or any conviction for
careless or reckless operation of an all-terrain vehicle, must successfully complete the
independent study and the testing and operating course components of all-terrain
vehicle safety training before continuing operation of an all-terrain vehicle.

(d) An individual who receives three or more citations and convictions for
violating a law related to the operation of an all-terrain vehicle in a two-year period
must successfully complete the independent study and the testing and operating course
components of all-terrain vehicle safety training before continuing operation of an all-
terrain vehicle.

(e) An individual must present evidence of compliance with this subdivision before
an all-terrain vehicle registration is issued or renewed. '

History: 1Sp2005 c 1 art 2 s 41,42

84.9256 YOUTHFUL OPERATORS; PROHIBITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Prohibitions on youthful operators. (a) Except for opération on
public road rights-of-way that is permitted under section 84.928, a driver’s license
issued by the state or another state is required to operate an all-terrain vehicle along or
on a public road right-of-way.

(b) A person under 12 years of age shall not:

(1) make a direct crossing of a public road right-of-way;

(2) operate an all-terrain vehicle on a public road right-of-way in the state; or

(3) operate an all-terrain vehicle on public lands or waters, except as provided in
paragraph (e).

(c) Except for public road rights-of-way of interstate highways, a person 12 years of
age but less than 16 years may make a direct crossing of a public road right-of-way of a
trunk, county state-aid, or county highway or operate on public lands and waters, only
if that person possesses a valid all-terrain vehicle safety certificate issued by the
commissioner and is accompanied on another all-terrain vehicle by a person 18 years of
age or older who holds a valid driver’s license.

(d) To be issued an all-terrain vehicle safety certificate, a person at least 12 years
old, but less than 16 years old, must:

(1) successfully complete the safety education and training program under section
84.925, subdivision 1, including a riding component; and

(2) be able to properly reach and control the handle bars and reach the foot pegs
while sitting upright on the seat of the all-terrain vehicle.

(e) A person at least ten years of age but under 12 years of age may operate an
all-terrain vehicle with an engine capacity up to 90cc on public lands or waters if
accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2004]
History: 2005 ¢ 146 s 5; 1Sp2005 c 1 art 2 s 43

84.9257 PASSENGERS.

(a) A parent or guardian may operate an all-terrain vehicle carrying one passenger
who is under 16 years of age and who wears a safety helmet approved by the
commissioner of public safety.

(b) For the purpose of this section, “guardian” means a legal guardian of a person
under age 16, or a person 18 or older who has been authorized by the parent or legal
guardian to supervise the person under age 16.

(c) A person 18 years of age or older may operate an all-terrain vehicle carrying
one passenger who is 16 or 17 years of age and wears a safety helmet approved by the
commissioner of public safety.
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. (d) A person 18 years of age or older may operate an all-terrain vehicle carrying
one passenger who is 18 years of age or older.

" History: 1Sp2005 ¢ 1 art 25 44

84.926 VEHICLE USE ON PUBLIC LANDS; EXCEPTIONS.

Subdivision 1. Exception by permit. Notwithstanding sections 84.773, subdivision 1,
and 84.777, on a case by case basis, the commissioner may issue a permit authorizing a
person to operate an off-highway vehicle on individual public trails under the commis-
sioner’s jurisdiction during specified times and for specified purposes.

Subd. 2. All-terrain vehicles; managed or limited forests; off trail. Notwithstanding
section 84.777, but subject to the commissioner’s authority under subdivision 5, on state
forest lands classified as managed or limited, other than the Richard J. Dorer
Memorial Hardwood Forest, a person may use an all-terrain vehicle off forest trails or
forest roads when:

(1) hunting big game or transporting or installing hunting stands during October,
November, and December, when in possession of a valid big game hunting license;

(2) retrieving big game in September, when in possession of a valid big game
hunting license;

(3) tending traps during an open trapping season for protected furbearers, when in
possession of a valid trapping license; or

(4) trapping minnows, when in possession of a valid minnow dealer, private fish
hatchery, or aquatic farm license.

Subd. 3. All-terrain vehicles; closed forests; humting. Notwithstanding section
84.777, the commissioner may determine whether all-terrain vehicles are allowed on
specific forest roads, on state forest lands classified as closed, for the purpose of
hunting big game during an open big game season. The determination.shall be by
written order as published in the State Register and is exempt from chapter 14. Section
14.386 does not apply.

Subd. 4. Off-road and all-terrain vehicles; limited or managed forests; trails.
Notwithstanding section 84.777, but subject to the commissioner’s authority under
subdivision 5, on state forest lands classified as limited or managed, other than the
Richard J. Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest, a person may use vehicles registered
under chapter 168 or section 84.798 or 84.922 on forest trails that are not designated
for a specific use when:

(1) hunting big game or transporting or installing hunting stands during October,
November, and December, when in possession of a valid big game hunting license;

(2) retrieving big game in September, when in possession of a valid big game
hunting license;

(3) tending traps during an open trapping season for protected furbearers, when in
possession of a valid trapping license; or

(4) trapping minnows, when in possession of a valid minnow dealer, private fish
hatchery, or aquatic farm license.

Subd. 5. Limitations on off-trail and undesignated trail use. The commissioner
may designate areas on state forest lands that are not subject to the exceptions
provided in subdivisions 2 and 4. Such designations are not subject to the rulemaking
provisions of chapter 14 and section 14.386 does not apply. Before designating such
areas, the commissioner shall hold a public meeting in the county where the largest
portion of the forest lands are located to provide information to and receive comment
from the public regarding the proposed designation. Sixty days before the public
meeting, notice of the proposed designation shall be published in the legal newspapers
that serve the counties in which the lands are located, in a statewide Department of
Natural Resources news release, and in the State Register.

History: 1Sp2005c 1 art 25 45
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84.928 OPERATION REQUIREMENTS; LOCAL REGULATION.

Subdivision 1. Operation on roads and rights-of-way. (a) Unless otherwise allowed
in sections 84.92 to 84.929, a person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle in this state
along or on the roadway, shoulder, or inside bank or slopc of a public road right-of-way
of a trunk, county state-aid, or county highway other than in the ditch or the outsidc
bank or slope of a trunk, county state-aid, or county highway unless prohibited under
paragraph (b).

(b) A road authority as defined under section 160.02, subdivision 25, may after a
public hearing restrict the use of all-terrain vehicles in the ditch or outside bank or
slope of a public road right-of-way under its jurisdiction.

{c) The restrictions in paragraphs (a), (b), (g), (h), and (i) do not apply to the
operation of an all-terrain vehicle on the shoulder, inside bank or slope, ditch, or
outside bank or slope of a trunk, interstate, county state-aid, or county highway when
the all-terrain vehicle is:

(1) owned by or operated under contract with a publicly or prlvately owned utility
or pipeline company; and

(2) used for work on utilities or pipelines.

(d) The commissioner may limit the use of a right-of-way for a period of time if
the commissioner determines that use of the right-of-way causes:

(1) degradation of vegetation on adjacent public property;

(2) siltation of waters of the state;

(3) impairment or enhancement to the act of taking game; or

(4) a threat to safety of the right-of-way users or to individuals on adjacent public
property.

(e) The commissioner must notify the road authority as soon as it is known that a
closure will be ordered. The notice must state the reasons and duration of the closure.

(f) A person may operate an all-terrain vehicle registered for private use and used
for agricultural purposes on a public road right-of-way of a trunk, county state-aid, or
county highway in this state if the all-terrain vehicle is operated on the extreme right-
hand side of the road, and left turns may be made from any part of the road if it is safe
to do so under the prevailing conditions.

(g) A person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle within the public road right-of-
way of a trunk, county state-aid, or county highway from April 1 to August 1 in the
agricultural zone unless the vehicle is being used exclusively as transportation to and
from work on agricultural lands. This paragraph does not apply to an agent or
employee of a road authority, as defined in section 160.02, subdivision 25, or the
Department of Natural Resources when performing or exercising official duties or
powers.

(h) A person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle within the public road right-
of-way of a trunk, county state-aid, or county highway between the hours of one-half
hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise, except on the right-hand side of the
right-of-way and in the same direction as the highway traffic on the nearest lane of the
adjacent roadway.

(i) A person shall not operate an all-terrain vehicle at any time within the right-of-
way of an interstate highway or freeway within this state.

[For text of subd la, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 2. Operation generally. A person may not drive or operate an all-terrain

vehicle:

(1) at a rate of speed greater than reasonable or proper under the surrounding
circumstances;

(2) in a careless, reckless, or negligent manner so as to endanger or to cause injury
or damage to the person or property of another;
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(3) without headlight and taillight lighted at all times if the vehicle is eqmpped
with headlight and taillight;

(4) without a functioning stoplight if so equ1pped

(5) in a tree nursery or planting.in a manner that damages or destroys growing
stock;

(6) without a brake operational by either hand or foot;

(7) with more than one person on the vehicle, except as allowed under section
84.9257;

(8) at a speed exceeding ten miles per:hour on the frozen surface of public waters
within 100 feet of a person not on an all-terrain vehicle or within 100 feet of a fishing
shelter;

(9) with a snorkel device that has a raised air intake six inches or more above the
vehicle manufacturer’s original air intake, except within the Iron Range Off-Highway
Vehicle Recreation Area as described in section 85.013, subdivision 12a, or other public
off-highway vehicle recreation areas; or

(10) in a manner that violates operation rules adopted by the commissioner.
[For text of subds 4 to 6, see M.S.2004]
History: 1Sp2005 c 1 art 2 s 46,47
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