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CHAPTER 169 

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS
169.522 Siow-moving vehicle, sign required.
169.59 W arning lights.
169.71 Windshield.
169.733 W heel flaps on truck and trailer.
169.81 Height and length limitations.
169.824. Gross weight schedule.
169.8261 Gross weight limitations; forest products.

169.85 W eighing; penalty.
169.851 W eight record.
169.86 Special perm it to exceed height, width, or 

load; fees.
169.864 Special paper products vehicle permits.

169.87 Seasonal load restriction; route 
designation.

169.99 Uniform  traffic ticket.

169.01 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 4a. Motorized bicycle. “Motorized bicycle” means a bicycle that is propelled 

by an electric or a liquid fuel motor of a piston displacement capacity of 50 cubic 
centimeters or less, and a maximum of two brake horsepower, which is capable of a 
maximum speed of not more than 30 miles per hour on a flat surface with not more 
than one percent grade in any direction when the motor is engaged. “Motorized 
bicycle” includes an electric-assisted bicycle as defined in subdivision 4b.

[For text o f subd 4b, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 4c. Motorized foot scooter. “Motorized foot scooter” means a device with 
handlebars designed to be stood or sat upon by the operator, and powered by an 
internal combustion engine or electric motor that is capable of propelling the device 
with or without human propulsion, and that has either (1) no more than two ten-inch 
or smaller diameter wheels or (2) an engine or motor that is capable of a maximum 
speed of 15 miles per hour on a flat surface with not more than one percent grade in 
any direction when the motor is engaged. An electric personal assistive mobility device, 
a motorized bicycle, an electric-assisted bicycle, or a motorcycle is not a motorized foot 
scooter.

[For text o f subds 5 to 74, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 75. Commercial motor vehicle, (a) “Commercial motor vehicle” means a 
motor vehicle or combination of motor vehicles used to transport passengers or 
property if the motor vehicle:

(1) has a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds;
(2) has a towed unit with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds and 

the combination of vehicles has a combined gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 
pounds;

(3) is a bus;
(4) is of any size and is used in the transportation of hazardous materials that are 

required to be placarded under Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, parts 100-185; or
(5) is outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus, except for type A-I and 

type III school buses as defined in subdivision 6.
(b) For purposes of chapter 169A:
(1) a commercial motor vehicle does not include a farm truck, an authorized 

emergency vehicle, or a recreational vehicle being operated by a person within the 
scope of section 171.02, subdivision 2, paragraph (b); and

169.01 Definitions.
169.06 Signs, signals, markings.
169.09 Accidents.
169.14 Speed limits, zones; radar.
169.18 Driving rules.
169.21 Pedestrian.

M O T O R IZ E D  F O O T  S C O O T E R  
169.225 M otorized foot scooter.
169.28 Certain vehicles to stop at railroad ■ 

crossing.
169.306 U se o f  shoulders by buses.
169.345 Parking privilege for physically disabled.
169.346 Disability parking areas; criteria, 

enforcem ent.
169.448 O ther buses.
169.50 R e a r lamps.
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53 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.06

(2) a commercial motor vehicle includes a vehicle capable of or designed to meet 
the standards described in paragraph (a), clause (2), whether or not the towed unit is 
attached to the truck-tractor at the time of the violation or stop.

Subd. 76. Hazardous materials. “Hazardous materials” means those materials 
found to be hazardous for the purposes of the federal Hazardous Materials Transporta­
tion Act and that require the motor vehicle to be placarded under Code of Federal 
Regulations, title 49, parts 100-185.

[For text o f subd 77, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 78. Recreational vehicle combination, (a) “Recreational vehicle combina­

tion” means a combination of vehicles consisting of a pickup truck as defined in section 
168.011, subdivision 29, attached by means Of a fifth-wheel coupling to a camper- 
semitrailer which has hitched to it a trailer carrying a watercraft as defined in section 
86B.005, subdivision 18; off-highway motorcycle as defined in section 84.787, subdivi­
sion 7; motorcycle; motorized bicycle; snowmobile as defined in section 84.81, subdivi­
sion 3; all-terrain vehicle as defined in section 84.92, subdivision 8; or equestrian 
equipment or supplies.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision:
(1) A “fifth-wheel coupling” is a coupling between a camper-semitrailer and a 

towing pickup truck in which a portion of the weight of the camper-semitrailer is 
carried over or forward of the rear axle of the towing pickup.

(2) A “camper-semitrailer” is a trailer, other than a manufactured home as defined 
in section 327B.01, subdivision 13, designed for human habitation and used for vacation 
or recreational purposes for limited periods.

[For text o f subds 79 to 90, see M.S.2004]
Histoiy: 2005 c 135 s 4,5; lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 36-38 

169.06 SIGNS, SIGNALS, MARKINGS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 5. Traffic-control signal, (a) Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic-control 

signals exhibiting different colored lights, or colored lighted arrows, successively one at 
a tinie or in combination, only the colors Green, Red, and Yellow, shall be used, except 
for special pedestrian signals carrying a word or legend. The traffic-control signal lights 
or colored lighted arrows indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians as 
follows:

(1) Green indication: . .
(1) Vehicular traffic facing a circular green signal may proceed straight through or 

turn right or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either turn. But vehicular traffic, 
including vehicles turning right or left, shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and 
to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or adjacent crosswalk at the time this 
signal is exhibited.

(ii) Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal, shown alone or in combination 
with another indication, may cautiously enter the intersection only to make the 
movement indicated by the arrow, or other movement as permitted by other indications 
shown at the same time. Such vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestri­
ans lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the 
intersection.

(iii) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in 
subdivision 6, pedestrians facing any green, signal, except when the sole green signal is a 
turn arrow, may proceed across the roadway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk. 
Every driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to such pedestrian, except that the 
pedestrian shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles lawfully within the intersection at the 
time that the green signal indication is first shown.

(2) Steady yellow indication:
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169.06 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 54

(i) Vehicular traffic facing a circular yellow signal is thereby warned that the 
related green movement is being terminated or that a red indication will be exhibited 
immediately thereafter when vehicular traffic must not enter the intersection, except 
for the continued movement allowed by any green arrow indication simultaneously 
exhibited.

(ii) Pedestrians facing a circular yellow signal, unless otherwise directed by a 
pedestrian-control signal as provided in subdivision 6, are thereby advised that there is 
insufficient time to cross the roadway before a red indication is shown and no 
pedestrian shall then start to cross the roadway.

(iii) Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow arrow signal is thereby warned that the 
protected vehicular movement permitted by the corresponding prior green arrow 
indication is being terminated.

(3) Steady red indication:
(i) Vehicular traffic facing a circular red signal alone must stop at a clearly marked 

stop line but, if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection 
or, if none, then before entering the intersection and shall remain standing until a 
green indication is shown, except as follows: (A) the driver of a vehicle stopped as close 
as practicable at the entrance to the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if 
none, then at the entrance to the intersection in obedience to a red or stop signal, and 
with the intention of making a right turn may make the right turn, after stopping, 
unless an official sign has been erected prohibiting such movement, but shall yield the 
right-of-way to pedestrians and other traffic lawfully proceeding as directed by the 
signal at that intersection; or (B) the driver of a vehicle on a one-way street intersecting 
another one-way street on which traffic moves to the left shall stop in obedience to a 
red or. stop signal and may then make a left turn into the one-way street, unless an 
official sign has been erected prohibiting the movement, but shall yield the right-of-way 
to pedestrians and other traffic lawfully proceeding as directed by the signal at that 
intersection. .

(ii) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-control signal as provided in 
subdivision 6, pedestrians facing a steady red signal alone shall not enter the roadway.

(iii) Vehicular traffic facing a steady red arrow signal, with the intention of making 
a movement indicated by the arrow, must stop at a clearly marked stop line but, if 
none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection or, if none, 
then before entering the intersection and must remain standing until a permissive 
signal indication permitting the movement indicated1 by the red arrow is displayed, 
except as follows: when an official sign has been erected permitting a turn on a red 
arrow signal, the vehicular traffic facing a red arrow signal indication is permitted to 
enter the intersection to turn right, or to turn left from a one-way street into a one-way 
street on which traffic moves to the left, after stopping, but must yield the right-of-way 
to pedestrians and other traffic lawfully proceeding as directed by the signal at that 
intersection.

(b) In the event an official traffic-control signal is erected and maintained at a 
place other than an intersection, the provisions of this section are applicable except 
those which can have no application. . Any stop required must be made at a sign or 
marking on the pavement indicating where the stop must be made, but in the absence 
of any such sign or marking the stop must be made at the signal. .

(c) When a traffic-control signal indication or indications placed to control a 
certain movement or lane are so identified by placing a sign near the indication or 
indications, no other traffic-control signal indication or indications within the intersec­
tion controls vehicular traffic for that movement or lane.

[For text o f subd 5a, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 5b. Possession of traffic signal-override device, (a) For purposes of this 
subdivision, “traffic signal-override device” means a device located in a motor vehicle 
that permits activation of a traffic signal-override system described in subdivision 5a.
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(b) No person may operate a motor vehicle that contains a traffic signal-override 
device, other than:

(1) an authorized emergency vehicle described in section 169.01, subdivision 5, 
clause (1), (2), or (3);

(2) a vehicle, including a rail vehicle, engaged in providing bus rapid transit service 
or light rail transit service;

(3) a signal maintenance vehicle of. a road authority; or
(4) a vehicle authorized to contain such a device by order of the commissioner of 

public safety.
(c) No person may possess a traffic signal-override device, other than:
(1) a person authorized to operate a vehicle described in paragraph (b), clauses (1) 

and (2), but only for use in that vehicle;
(2) a person authorized by a road authority to perform signal maintenance, while 

engaged in such maintenance; or
(3) a person authorized by order of the commissioner of public safety to possess a 

traffic signal-override device, but only to the extent authorized in the order.
(d) A violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor.
Subd. 6. Pedestrian control signal, (a) Whenever special pedestrian-control. signals 

exhibiting the words “Walk” or “Don’t Walk” or . symbols of a “walking person” or 
“upraised hand” are in place, the signals or symbols indicate as follows:

(1) A steady “Walk” signal or the symbol of a “walking person” indicates that a 
pedestrian facing either of these signals may proceed across the roadway in the 
direction of the signal, possibly in conflict with turning vehicles. Every driver of a 
vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to such pedestrian except that the pedestrian shall 
yield the right-of-way to vehicles lawfully within the intersection at the time that, either 
signal indication is first shown.

(2) A “Don’t Walk” signal or the symbol of an “upraised hand,” flashing or steady, 
indicates that a pedestrian shall not start to cross the roadway in the direction of either 
signal, but any pedestrian who has partially crossed on the “Walk” or “walking person” 
signal indication shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while the signal is showing.

(b) A pedestrian crossing a roadway in conformity with this section is lawfully 
within the intersection and, when in a crosswalk, is lawfully within the crosswalk.

[For text o f subds 7 to 9, see M.S.2004]
Histoiy: 2005 c 136 art 18 s i ;  lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 39,40

169.09 ACCIDENTS.
Subdivision 1. Driver to stop for accident with individual. The driver of any motor 

vehicle involved in an accident resulting in immediately demonstrable bodily injury to 
or death of any individual shall immediately stop the vehicle at the scene of the 
accident, or as close to the scene as possible but shall then return to and in every event 
shall remain at the scene of the accident, until the driver has fulfilled the requirements 
of this section as to the giving of information. The stop must be made without 
unnecessarily obstructing traffic.

Subd. 2. Driver to stop for accident to property. The driver of any motor vehicle 
involved in an accident to a vehicle driven or attended by any individual shall 
immediately stop the motor vehicle at the scene of the accident, or as close to the 
accident as possible but shall forthwith return to and in every event shall remain at the 
scene of the accident, until the driver has fulfilled the requirements of this section as to 
the giving of information. The stop must be made without unnecessarily obstructing 
traffic.

Subd. 3. Driver to give information, (a) The driver of any motor vehicle involved 
in an accident resulting in bodily injury to or death of any individual, or damage to any 
vehicle driven or attended by any individual, shall stop and give the driver’s name,
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address, and date of birth and the registration plate number of the vehicle being driven. 
The driver shall, upon request and if available, exhibit the driver’s license or permit to 
drive to the individual struck or the driver or occupant of or individual attending any 
vehicle collided with. The driver also shall give the information and upon request 
exhibit the license or permit to any peace officer at the scene of the accident or who is 
investigating the accident. The driver shall render reasonable assistance to any individu­
al injured in the accident.

(b) If not given at the scene of the accident, the driver, within 72 hours after the 
accident, shall give, on request to any individual involved in the accident or to a peace 
officer investigating the accident, the name and address of the insurer providing vehicle 
liability insurance coverage, and the local insurance agent for the insurer.

Subd. 4. Collision with unattended vehicle. The driver of any motor vehicle that 
collides with and damages any vehicle that is unattended shall immediately stop and 
either locate and notify the driver or owner of the vehicle of the name and address of 
the driver and registered owner of the vehicle striking the unattended vehicle, shall 
report this same information to a peace officer, or shall leave in a conspicuous place in 
or secured to the vehicle struck, a written notice giving the name and address of the 
driver and of the registered owner of the vehicle doing the striking.

Subd. 5. Notify owner of damaged property. The driver of any vehicle involved in 
an accident resulting only in damage to fixtures legally upon or adjacent to a highway 
shall take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner or person in charge of the 
property of that fact, of the driver’s name and address, and of the registration plate 
number of the vehicle being driven and shall, upon request and if available, exhibit the 
driver’s license, and make report of the accident in every case. The report must be 
made in the same manner as a report made pursuant to subdivision 7.

Subd. 5a. Driver deemed agent of owner. Whenever any motor vehicle shall be 
operated within this state, by any person other than the owner, with the consent of the 
owner, express or implied, the operator thereof shall in case of accident, be deemed the 
agent of the owner of such motor vehicle in the operation thereof.

Subd. 6. Notice of personal injury. The driver of a vehicle involved in an accident 
resulting in bodily injury to or death of any individual shall, after compliance with this 
section and by the quickest means of communication, give notice of the accident to the 
local police department if the accident occurs within a municipality, to a State Patrol 
officer if the accident occurs on a trunk highway, or to the office of the sheriff of the 
county.

Subd. 7. Accident report to commissioner, (a) The driver of a vehicle involved in 
an accident resulting in bodily injury to or death of any individual or total property 
damage to an apparent extent of $1,000 or more, shall forward a written report of the 
accident to the commissioner of public safety within ten days of the accident. On the 
required report, the driver shall provide the commissioner with the name and policy 
number of the insurer, providing vehicle liability insurance coverage at the time of the 
accident.

(b) On determining that the original report of any driver of a vehicle involved in 
an accident of which report must be made as provided in this section is insufficient, the 
commissioner of public safety may require the driver to file supplementary information.

Subd. 8. Officer to report accident to commissioner. A peace officer who, in the 
regular course of duty, investigates an accident that must be reported under this section 
shall, within ten days after the date of the accident, forward an electronic or written 
report of the accident as prescribed by the commissioner of public safety.

Subd. 9. Accident report format. The commissioner of public safety shall prescribe 
the format for the accident reports required under this section. Upon request the 
commissioner shall make available the format to police departments, coroners, sheriffs, 
garages, and other suitable agencies or individuals. The electronic or written report to 
be completed by individuals involved in accidents and by investigating peace officers 
must disclose the causes, existing conditions, and the individuals and vehicles involved.

Subd. 10. [Repealed, 2005 c 163 s 89]
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Subd. 11. Coroner to report death. Every coroner or other official performing like 
functions shall report in writing to the commissioner of public safety the death of any 
individual within the coroner’s jurisdiction as the result of an accident involving a 
vehicle and the circumstances of the accident. The report must be made within. 15 days 
after the death.

In the case of drivers killed in vehicle accidents and of the death of pedestrians 16 
years of age or older, who die within four hours after an accident, the coroner or other 
official performing like functions shall examine the body and shall make tests as are 
necessary to determine the presence and percentage concentration of alcohol, and 
drugs if feasible, in the blood of the victim. This information must be included in each 
report submitted pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision and shall be tabulated 
on a monthly basis by the commissioner of public safety. This information may be used 
only for statistical purposes that do not reveal the identity of the deceased.

Subd. 12. Garage to report bullet damage. The individual in charge of any garage 
or repair shop to which is brought any vehicle that shows evidence of having been 
struck by any bullet shall immediately report to the local police or sheriff and to the 
commissioner of public safety within 24 hours after the vehicle is received, giving the 
engine number if any, registration plate number, and the name and address of the 
registered owner or operator of the vehicle.

Subd. 13. Reports confidential; evidence, fee, penalty, appropriation, (a) All
reports and supplemental information required under this section must be for the use 
of the commissioner of public safety and other appropriate state, federal, county, and 
municipal governmental agencies for accident analysis purposes, except:

(1) the commissioner of public safety or any law enforcement agency shall, upon 
written request of any individual involved in an accident or upon written request of the 
representative of the individual’s estate, surviving spouse, or one or more surviving next 
of kin, or a trustee appointed under section 573.02, disclose to the requester, the 
requester’s legal counsel, or a representative of the requester’s insurer the report 
required under subdivision 8;

(2) the commissioner of public safety shall, upon written request, provide the 
driver filing a report under subdivision 7 with a copy of the report filed by the driver;

(3) the commissioner of public safety may verify with insurance companies vehicle 
insurance information to enforce sections 65B.48, 169.792, 169.793, 169.796, and 
169.797;

(4) the commissioner of public safety shall provide the commissioner of transporta­
tion the information obtained for each traffic accident involving a commercial motor 
vehicle, for purposes of administering commercial vehicle safety regulations; and

(5) the commissioner of public safety may give to the United States Department of 
Transportation commercial vehicle accident information in connection with federal 
grant programs relating to safety.

(b) Accident reports and data contained in the reports are not discoverable under 
any provision of law or rule of court. No report shall be used as evidence in any trial, 
civil or criminal, or any action for damages or criminal proceedings arising out of an 
accident. However, the commissioner of public safety shall furnish, upon the demand of 
any person who has or claims to have made a report or upon demand of any court, a 
certificate showing that a specified accident report has or has not been made to the 
commissioner solely to prove compliance Or failure to comply with the requirements 
that the report be made to the commissioner.

(c) Nothing in this subdivision prevents any individual who has made a report 
under this section from providing information to any individuals involved in an accident 
or their representatives or from testifying in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out of an 
accident, as to facts within the individual’s knowledge. It is intended by this subdivision 
to render privileged the reports required, but it is not intended to prohibit proof of the 
facts to which the reports relate.
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(d) Disclosing any information contained in any accident report, except as provid­
ed in this subdivision, section 13.82, subdivision 3 or 6, or other statutes, is a 
misdemeanor.

(e) The commissioner of public safety shall charge authorized persons as described 
in paragraph (a) a $5 fee for a copy of an accident report. Ninety percent of the $5 fee 
collected under this paragraph must be deposited in the special revenue fund and 
credited to the driver services operating account established in section 299A.705 and 
ten percent must be deposited in the general fund. The commissioner may also furnish 
an electronic copy of the database of accident records, which must not contain personal 
or private data on an individual, to private agencies as provided in paragraph (g), for 
not less than the cost of preparing the copies on a bulk basis as provided in section 
13.03, subdivision 3.

(f) The fees specified in paragraph (e) notwithstanding, the commissioner and law 
enforcement agencies shall charge commercial users who request access to response or 
incident data relating to accidents a fee not to exceed 50 cents per record. “Commer­
cial user” is a user who in one location requests access to data in more than five 
accident reports per month, unless the user establishes that access is not for a 
commercial purpose. Of the money collected by the commissioner under this para­
graph, 90 percent must be deposited in the special revenue fund and credited to the 
driver services operating account established in section 299A.705 and ten percent must 
be deposited in the general fund.

(g) The fees in paragraphs (e) and (f) notwithstanding, the commissioner shall 
provide an electronic copy of the accident records database to the public on a case-by- 
case basis using the cost-recovery charges provided for under section 13.03, subdivision
3. The database provided must not contain personal or private data on an individual. 
However, unless the accident records data base includes the vehicle identification 
number, the commissioner shall include the vehicle registration plate number if a 
private agency certifies and agrees that the agency:

(1) is in the business of collecting accident and damage information on vehicles;
(2) will use the vehicle registration plate number only for identifying vehicles that 

have been involved in accidents or damaged, to provide this information to persons 
seeking access to a vehicle’s history and not for identifying individuals or for any other 
purpose; and

(3) will be subject to the penalties and remedies under sections 13.08 and 13.09. .
Subd. 14. Penalties, (a) The driver of any vehicle who violates subdivision 1 or 6

and who did not cause the accident is punishable as follows:
(1) if the accident results in the death of any individual, the driver is guilty of a 

felony and.may be sentenced to imprisonment for not more than three years, or to 
payment of a fine of not more than $5,000, or both;

(2) if the accident results in great bodily harm to any individual, as defined in 
section 609.02, subdivision 8, the driver is guilty of a felony and may be sentenced to 
imprisonment for not more than two years, or to payment of a fine of not more than 
$4,000, or both; or

(3) if the accident results in substantial bodily harm to any individual, as defined in 
section 609.02, subdivision 7a, the driver may be sentenced to imprisonment for not 
more than one year, or to payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or both.

(b) The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident not resulting in substantial 
bodily harm or death who violates subdivision 1 or 6 may be sentenced to imprison­
ment for not more than one year, or to payment of a fine of not more than $3,000, or 
both.

(c) Any person who violates subdivision 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11, or 12 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor.

(d) The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation occurred who is 
responsible for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this section shall also be 
responsible for prosecution of gross misdemeanor violations of this section.
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Subd. 14a. Suspension of license for failure to report accident. The commissioner 
may suspend the license, or any nonresident’s operating privilege, of any person who 
willfully fails, refuses, or neglects to make report of a traffic accident as required by the 
laws of this state. A license suspension under this section is subject to the notice 
requirements of section 17L18, subdivision 2.

Subd. 15. Defense. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under subdivisions 1,
2, and 6 that the driver left the scene of the accident to take any individual suffering 
immediately demonstrable bodily injury in the accident to receive emergency medical 
care if the driver of the involved vehicle gives notice to a law enforcement agency as 
required by. subdivision 6 as soon as reasonably feasible after the emergency medical 
care has been undertaken.

Subd. 16. Commissioner as agent for service of process. The use and operation by 
a resident of this state or the resident’s agent, or by a nonresident or the nonresident’s 
agent, of a motor vehicle within the state of Minnesota, is deemed an irrevocable 
appointment by the resident if absent from this state continuously for six months or 
more following an accident, or by the nonresident at any time, of the commissioner of 
public safety to be the resident’s or nonresident’s true and lawful attorney upon whom 
may be served all legal process in any action or proceeding against the resident or 
nonresident or the executor, administrator, or personal representative of the resident 
or nonresident growing out of the use and operation of a motor vehicle within this 
state, resulting in damages or loss to person or property, whether the damage or loss 
occurs on a highway or on abutting public or private property. This appointment is 
binding upon the nonresident’s executor, administrator, or personal representative. The 
use or operation of a motor vehicle by. the resident or nonresident is a signification of 
agreement that any process in any action against the resident or nonresident or 
executor, administrator, or personal representative of the resident or nonresident that 
is so served has the same legal force and validity as if served upon the resident or 
nonresident personally or on the executor, administrator, or personal representative of 
the resident or nonresident. Service of process must be made by serving a copy thereof 
upon the commissioner or by filing a copy in the commissioner’s office, together with 
payment of a fee of $20, and is deemed sufficient service upon the absent resident or 
the nonresident or the executor, administrator, or personal representative of the 
resident or nonresident; provided that notice of service and a copy of the process are 
sent by mail by the plaintiff within ten days to the defendant at the defendant’s last 
known address and that the plaintiffs affidavit of compliance with the provisions of this 
chapter is attached to the summons.

Subd. 17. Information access by vehicle owners. If an accident report has been 
prepared by a person involved in an accident and no report has been prepared by a law 
enforcement officer, the owners of the vehicles involved in an accident shall have the 
same access to information maintained by the Department of Public Safety, Driver and 
Vehicle Services Division, about the vehicles, their owners, and their drivers that would 
have been available to a law enforcement officer reporting on the accident.

Subd. 18. Continuance of court proceeding; costs. The court in which the action is 
pending may order a continuance as may be necessary to afford the defendant 
reasonable opportunity to defend the action, not exceeding 90 days from the date of 
filing of the action in that court. The fee of $20 paid by the plaintiff to the 
commissioner at the time of service of the proceedings must be taxed in the plaintiffs 
cost if the plaintiff prevails in the suit. The commissioner shall keep a record of all 
processes so served, which must show the day and hour of service.

History: 1945 c 285 s 4,34;. 1967 c 397 s 1; 1996 c 346 s 3; 2005 c 163 s 60-75,88; 
lSp2005 c 6 art 2 s 35

169.14 SPEED LIMITS, ZONES; RADAR.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2004]
Subd. la. License revocation for extreme speed. The driver’s license of a person 

who violates any speed limit established in this section, by driving in excess of 100 miles
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per hour, is revoked for six months under section 171.17, or for a longer minimum 
period of time applicable under section 169A.53, 169A.54, or 171.174. .

Subd. 2. Speed limits, (a) Where no special hazard exists the following speeds shall 
be lawful; but any speeds in excess of such limits shall be prima facie evidence that the 
speed , is not reasonable or prudent and that it is unlawful; except that the speed limit 
within any municipality shall be a maximum limit and any speed in excess thereof shall 
be unlawful:

(1) 30 miles per hour in an urban district or on a town road in a rural residential 
district;

(2) 65 miles per hour on noninterstate freeways and expressways, as defined in 
section 160.02, subdivision 19;

(3) 55 miles per hour in locations other than those specified in this section;
(4) 70 miles per hour on interstate highways outside the limits of any urbanized 

area with a population of greater than 50,000 as defined by order of the commissioner 
of transportation;

(5) 65 miles per hour on interstate highways inside the limits of any urbanized area 
with a population of greater than 50,000 as defined by Order of the commissioner of 
transportation;

(6) ten miles per hour in alleys; and
(7) 25 miles per hour in residential roadways if adopted by the road authority 

having jurisdiction over the residential roadway.
(b) A speed limit adopted under paragraph (a), clause (7), is not effective unless 

the road authority has erected sighs designating the speed limit and indicating the 
beginning and end of the residential roadway on which the speed limit applies.

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, “rural residential district” means the territory 
contiguous to and including any town road within a subdivision or plat of land that is 
built up with dwelling houses at intervals of less than 300 feet for a distance of one- 
quarter mile or more.

(d) Notwithstanding section 609.0331 or 609.101 or other law to the contrary, a 
person who violates a speed limit established in this subdivision, or a speed limit 
designated on an appropriate sign under subdivision 4, 5, 5b, 5c, or 5e, by driving 20 
miles per hour or more in excess of the applicable speed limit, is assessed an additional 
surcharge equal to the amount of the fine imposed for the speed violation, but not less 
than $25.

[For text o f subds 3 to 12, see M.S.2004]
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 41,42 

169.18 DRIVING RULES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 4. Passing on the right. The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass upon 

the right of another vehicle only upon the following conditions:
(1) when the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn;
(2) upon a street or highway with unobstructed pavement not occupied by parked 

vehicles of sufficient width for two or more lines of moving vehicles'in each direction;
(3) upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on which traffic is restricted to 

one direction of movement, where the roadway is free from obstructions and of 
sufficient width for two or more lines of moving vehicles;

(4) when the driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle upon the 
right only under conditions permitting such movement in safety. In no event shall such 
movement be made by driving onto the shoulder, whether paved or unpaved, or off the 
pavement or main-traveled portion of the roadway.

Subd. 5. Driving left of roadway center, exception, (a) No vehicle shall be driven to 
the left side of the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle

MINNESOTA STATUTES 2005 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 2005 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



61 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.18

proceeding in the same direction unless such left side is clearly visible and is free of 
oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit such Overtaking and passing 
to be completely made without interfering with the safe operation of any vehicle 
approaching from the opposite direction or any vehicle overtaken. In every event the 
overtaking vehicle must return to the right-hand side of the roadway before coming 
within 100 feet of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction. :

(b) Except on a one-way roadway or as provided in paragraph (c), no vehicle shall, 
in overtaking and passing another vehicle or at any other time, be driven to the left half 
of the roadway under the following conditions: •

(1) when approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where 
the driver’s view along the highway is obstructed within a distance of 700 feet;

(2) when approaching within 100 feet of any underpass or tunnel; railroad grade 
crossing, intersection within a city, or intersection outside of a city if the presence of 
the intersection is marked by warning signs; or

(3) where official signs are in place prohibiting passing, or a distinctive centerline 
is marked, which distinctive line; also so prohibits passing, as declared in the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic ContrOl Devices adopted by the commissioner.

(c) Paragraph (b) does not apply to a self-propelled or towed implement of 
husbandry that (1) is escorted at the front by a registered motor vehicle that is 
displaying vehicular hazard warning lights visible to the front and rear in normal 
sunlight, arid (2) does not extend intO the left half of the roadway to any greater extent 
than made necessary by the total width of the right half of the roadway together with 
any adjacent shoulder that is suitable for travel.

(d) Paragraph (b) does not apply to a self-propelled or towed implement of 
husbandry that is operated to the left half of the roadway if such operation is not to a 
greater extent than is necessary to avoid collision with a. parked vehicle, sign, or other 
stationary object located on the highway right-of-way.

[For text o f subds 6 to 10, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 11. Passing parked emergency vehicle; citation; probable cause, (a) When 
approaching and before passing an authorized emergency vehicle with its emergency 
lights activated that is parked or otherwise stopped on or next to a street or highway 
having two lanes in the same direction, the driver of a vehicle shall safely move the 
vehicle to the lane farthest away from the emergency vehicle, if it is possible to do so.

(b) When approaching and before passing an authorized emergency vehicle with 
its emergency lights activated that is parked or otherwise stopped on or next to a street 
or highway having more than two lanes in the same direction, the driver of a vehicle 
shall safely move the vehicle so as to leave a full, lane vacant between the driver and 
any lane in which the emergency vehicle is completely or partially parked or otherwise 
stopped, if it is possible to do so.

(c) A peace officer may issue a citation to the driver of a motor vehicle if the 
peace officer has . probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the vehicle in 
violation of this subdivision within the four-hour period following the termination of 
the incident or a receipt of a report under paragraph (d). The citation may be issued 
even though the violation was not committed in the presence of the peace officer.

(d) Although probable cause may be otherwise satisfied by other, evidentiary 
elements or factors, probable cause is sufficient for purposes of this subdivision when 
the person cited is operating the vehicle described by a member of the crew of an 
authorized emergency vehicle responding to an incident in a timely report of the 
violation of this subdivision, which includes a description of the vehicle used to commit 
the offense and the vehicle’s license pliate number. For the purposes of issuance of a 
citation under paragraph (c), “timely” means that the report must be made within a 
four-hour period following the termination of the incident.
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(e) For purposes of paragraphs (a) and (b) only, “authorized emergency vehicle” 
and “emergency vehicle” includes a towing vehicle defined in section 169.01, subdivi­
sion 52, that has activated flashing lights authorized under section 169.64, subdivision 3.

Histoiy: 2005 c 120 s 2; lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 43-45

169.21 PEDESTRIAN.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 2. Rights in absence of signal, (a) Where traffic-control signals are not in 
place or in operation, the driver of a vehicle shall stop to yield the right-of-way to a 
pedestrian crossing the roadway within a marked crosswalk or at an intersection with 
no marked crosswalk. The driver must remain stopped until the pedestrian has passed 
the lane in which the vehicle is stopped. No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or 
other place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle which is so close that it 
is impossible for the driver to yield. This provision shall not apply under the conditions 
as otherwise provided in this subdivision.

(b) When any vehicle is stopped at a marked crosswalk or at an intersection with 
no marked crosswalk to permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, the driver of any 
other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass the stopped 
vehicle.

(c) It is unlawful for any person to drive a motor vehicle through a column of 
school children crossing a street or highway or past a member of a school safety patrol 
or adult crossing guard, while the member of the school safety patrol or adult crossing 
guard is directing the movement of children across a street or highway and while the 
school safety patrol member or adult crossing guard is holding an official signal in the 
stop position; A peace officer may arrest the driver of a motor vehicle if the peace 
officer has probable cause to believe that the driver has operated the vehicle in 
violation of this paragraph within the past four hours.

(d) A person who violates this subdivision is guilty of a misdemeanor. A person 
who violates this subdivision a second or subsequent time within one year of a previous 
conviction under this subdivision is guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

[For text o f subds 3 to 5, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 10 art 3 s 11

MOTORIZED FOOT SCOOTER

169.225 MOTORIZED FOOT SCOOTER.

Subdivision 1. Application of traffic laws. Every person operating a motorized foot 
scooter shall have all rights and duties applicable to the operator of a bicycle, except in 
respect to those provisions relating expressly to motorized foot scooters and in respect 
to those provisions of law that by their nature cannot reasonably be applied to 
motorized foot scooters.

Subd. 2. Sidewalk and passenger prohibition. No person may operate a motorized 
foot scooter upon a sidewalk, except when necessary to enter or leave adjacent 
property. No person may operate a motorized foot scooter that is carrying any person 
other than the operator.

Subd. 3. Minimum age for operator. No person under the age of 12 years may 
operate a motorized foot scooter.

Subd. 4. Protective headgear. No person under the age of 18 years may operate a 
motorized foot scooter without wearing properly fitted and fastened protective head­
gear that complies with standards established by the commissioner of public safety.

Subd. 5. Required lighting equipment. A motorized foot scooter must be equipped 
with a headlight and a taillight that comply with standards established by the commis­

MINNESOTA STATUTES 2005 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 2005 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



63 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.306

sioner of public safety if the vehicle is operated under conditions when vehicle lights 
are required by law.

Subd. 6. Operation requirements and prohibitions, (a) A person operating a 
motorized foot scooter on a roadway shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand 
curb or edge of the roadway, except in the following situations:

(1) when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction;
(2) when preparing for a left turn, in which case the operator shall stop and 

dismount at the right-hand curb or right edge of the roadway, and shall complete the 
turn by crossing the roadway on foot, subject to restrictions placed by law on 
pedestrians; or

(3) when reasonably necessary to avoid impediments or conditions that make it 
unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge, including, but not limited to, 
fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or 
narrow lanes.

(b) A person may operate a motorized foot scooter on a bicycle path, bicycle lane, 
bicycle trail, or bikeway that is not reserved for the exclusive use of nonmotorized 
traffic, unless the local authority or governing body having jurisdiction over that path, 
lane, trail, or bikeway prohibits operation by law.

History: 2005 c 135 s 6

169.28 CERTAIN VEHICLES TO STOP AT RAILROAD CROSSING.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 2. Exempt crossing, (a) The commissioner may designate a crossing as an 

exempt crossing:
(1) if the crossing is on a rail line on which service has been abandoned;
(2) if the crossing is on a rail line that carries fewer than five trains each year, 

traveling at speeds of ten miles per hour or less; or
(3) as agreed to by the operating railroad and the Department of Transportation, 

following a diagnostic review of the crossing.
(b) The commissioner shall direct the railroad to erect at the crossing signs bearing 

the word “Exempt” that conform to section 169.06. The installation or presence of an 
exempt sign does not relieve a driver of the duty to use due care. A train must not 
proceed across an exempt crossing unless a police officer is present to direct traffic or a 
railroad employee is on the ground to warn traffic until the train enters the crossing.

(c) A vehicle that must stop at grade crossings under subdivision 1 is not required 
to stop at a marked exempt crossing unless directed otherwise by a police officer or a 
railroad employee.

History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 46

169.306 USE OF SHOULDERS BY BUSES.
(a) The commissioner of transportation may permit the use by transit buses and 

metro mobility buses of a shoulder of a freeway or expressway, as defined in section
160.02, in the seven-county metropolitan area.

(b) If the commissioner permits the use of a freeway or expressway shoulder by 
transit buses, the commissioner shall also permit the use on that shoulder of a bus with 
a seating capacity of 40 passengers or more operated by a motor carrier of passengers, 
as defined in section 221.011, subdivision 48, while operating in intrastate commerce.

(c) Buses authorized to use the shoulder under this section may be operated on 
the shoulder only when main line traffic speeds are less than 35 miles per hour. Drivers 
of buses being operated on the shoulder may not exceed the speed of main line traffic 
by more than 15 miles per hour and may never exceed 35 miles per hour. Drivers of 
buses being operated on the shoulder must yield to merging, entering, and exiting 
traffic and must yield to other vehicles on the shoulder. Buses operated on the shoulder 
must be registered with the Department of Transportation.
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(d) For the purposes of this section, the term “metro mobility bus” means a motor 
vehicle of not less than 20 feet in length engaged in providing special transportation 
services under section 473.386 that is:

(1) operated by the Metropolitan Council, or operated by a public or private entity 
receiving financial assistance from the Metropolitan Council; and

(2) authorized by the council to use freeway or expressway shoulders.
Histoiy: 2005 c 51 s 1

169.345 PARKING PRIVILEGE FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED.
Subdivision 1. Scope of privilege, (a) A motor vehicle that prominently displays the 

certificate authorized by this section or that bears disability plates issued under section
168.021 may be parked by or solely for the benefit of a physically disabled person:

(1) in a designated parking space for disabled persons, as provided in section 
169.346;

(2) in a metered parking space without obligation to pay the meter fee and without 
time restrictions unless time restrictions are separately posted on official signs; and

(3) without time restrictions in a nonmetered space where parking is otherwise 
allowed for passenger vehicles but restricted to a maximum period of time and that 
does not specifically prohibit the exercise of disabled parking privileges in that space.

A person may park a motor vehicle for a physically disabled person in a parking space 
described in clause (1) or (2) only when actually transporting the physically disabled 
person for the sole benefit of that person and when the parking space is within a 
reasonable distance from the drop-off point.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, a certificate is prominently displayed if it is 
displayed so that it may be viewed from the front and rear of the motor vehicle by 
hanging it from the rearview mirror attached to the front windshield of the motor 
vehicle. If there is no rearview mirror or if the certificate holder’s disability precludes 
placing the certificate on the mirror, the certificate must be displayed on the dashboard 
on the driver’s side of the vehicle. No part of the certificate may be obscured.

(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), clauses (1), (2), and (3), this section does not 
permit parking in areas prohibited by sections 169.32 and 169.34, in designated no 
parking spaces, or in parking spaces reserved for specified purposes or vehicles. A local 
governmental unit may, by ordinance, prohibit parking on any street or highway to 
create a fire lane, or to accommodate heavy traffic during morning and afternoon rush 
hours and these ordinances also apply to physically disabled persons.

Subd. 2. Definitions, (a) For the purpose of section 168.021 and this section, the 
following terms have the meanings given them in this subdivision.

(b) “Health professional” means a licensed physician, registered physician assis­
tant, advanced practice registered nurse, or licensed chiropractor.

(c) “Long-term certificate” means a certificate issued for a period greater than 12 
months but not greater than 71 months.

(d) “Organization certificate” means a certificate issued to an entity other than a 
natural person for a period of three years.

(e) “Permit” refers to a permit that is issued for a period of 30 days, in lieu of the 
certificate referred to in subdivision 3, while the application is being processed.

(f) “Physically disabled person” means a person who:
(1) because of disability cannot walk without significant risk of falling;
(2) because of disability cannot walk 200 feet without stopping to rest;
(3) because of disability cannot walk without the aid of another person, a walker, a 

cane, crutches, braces, a prosthetic device, or a wheelchair;
(4) is restricted by a respiratory disease to such an extent that the person’s forced 

(respiratory) expiratory volume for one second, when measured by spirometry, is less 
than one liter;
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(5) has an arterial oxygen tension (PA02) of less than 60 mm/Hg on room air at
rest;

(6) uses portable oxygen;
(7) has a cardiac condition to the extent that the person’s functional limitations are 

classified in severity as class III or class IV according to standards set by the American 
Heart Association;

(8) has lost an arm or a leg and does not have or cannot use an artificial limb; or
(9) has a disability that would be aggravated by walking 200 feet under normal 

environmental conditions to an extent that would be life threatening.
(g) “Short-term certificate” means a certificate issued for a period greater than six 

months but not greater than 12 months.
(h) “Six-year certificate” means a certificate issued for a period of six years.
(i) “Temporary certificate” means a certificate issued for a period not greater than 

six months.
Subd. 2a. Health professional’s medical statement, (a) The commissioner shall 

develop a format for the medical statement. The medical statement must be signed by a 
health professional who certifies that the applicant is a physically disabled person as 
defined in subdivision 2. The commissioner may request additional information from 
the health professional if needed to verify the applicant’s eligibility. The medical 
statement that the applicant is a physically disabled person must specify whether the 
disability is permanent or temporary and, if temporary, the opinion of the health 
professional as to the duration of the disability. A health professional who fraudulently 
certifies to the commissioner that a person is a physically disabled person as defined in 
subdivision 2, and that the person is entitled to the disability plates authorized by 
section 168.021 or to the certificate authorized by this section, is guilty of a misdemean­
or and is subject to a fine of $500.

(b) The commissioner may waive the requirement of providing a statement of a 
health professional if the applicant has previously filed with the commissioner a 
statement of a health professional certifying that the applicant has a permanent 
physical disability.

Subd. 3. Identifying certificate, (a) The commissioner shall issue (1) immediately, a 
permit valid for 30 days if the person is eligible for the certificate issued under this 
section and (2) an identifying certificate for a motor vehicle when a physically disabled 
applicant submits proof of physical disability under subdivision 2a. The commissioner 
shall design separate certificates for persons with permanent and temporary disabilities 
that can be readily distinguished from each other from outside a motor vehicle at a 
distance of 25 feet. An applicant may be issued up to two certificates if the applicant 
has not been issued disability plates under section 168.021.

(b) The operator of a motor vehicle displaying a certificate has the parking 
privileges provided in subdivision 1 only while the motor vehicle is actually parked 
while transporting a physically disabled person.

(c) The commissioner shall cancel all certificates issued to an applicant who fails to 
comply with the requirements of this subdivision..

Subd. 3a. Organization certificates, (a) An organization providing transportation 
to one or more physically disabled persons may apply to the commissioner for one or 
more organization certificates for motor vehicles owned or operated on behalf of the 
organization.

(b) The organization shall submit a written statement of intent to the commission­
er signed by an officer of the organization. The statement must:

(1) indicate the number of certificates requested;
(2) state that all issued certificates must be used solely for the benefit of physically 

disabled persons;
(3) state that the organization shall report lost or stolen certificates to the 

commissioner within 24 hours of first discovery; and
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(4) state that the organization shall immediately notify the commissioner of any 
misuse or suspected misuse of any certificate issued to the organization.

(c) An organization shall include with the application a description of the internal 
controls to be used to ensure the proper use of certificates and to account for all issued 
certificates. The controls must include:

(1) maintenance of a current list of the make, model, and plate number of all 
motor vehicles in which a certificate issued to the organization will be used; and

(2) maintenance of a current list of the name and driver’s license number of all 
individuals authorized to operate the motor vehicle in which certificates issued to the 
organization will be used.

(d) When the commissioner is satisfied that an organization will use a certificate to 
transport physically disabled persons, the commissioner shall issue without charge (1) 
immediately, a permit valid for 30 days if the organization is eligible for a certificate 
and (2) an organization certificate for the motor vehicle.

(e) The certificate issued to an organization transporting physically disabled 
persons must be renewed every third year. On original application and renewal, the 
organization must present evidence that each certificate issued continues to be used 
exclusively to transport physically disabled persons.

(f) The commissioner shall cancel all certificates issued to an applicant who fails to 
comply with the requirements of this subdivision.

Subd. 3b. Certificate design, format, information. A certificate must be made of 
plastic or similar durable material and must bear its expiration date prominently on 
both sides. A certificate issued to a temporarily disabled person must display the date 
of expiration of the duration of the disability, as determined under subdivision 3 or 3a. 
Each applicant must be provided a summary of the parking privileges and restrictions 
that apply to each motor vehicle for which the certificate is used.

Subd. 3c. Fees; organization, temporaiy, and short-term certificates. The commis­
sioner may charge a fee of $5 for issuance of each organization certificate, each 
temporary certificate, and each short-term certificate and a fee of $5 for a duplicate to 
replace a lost, stolen, or damaged organization, temporary, or short-term certificate. 
The commissioner shall not issue more than three duplicate certificates for lost, stolen, 
or canceled certificates within any six-year period without the approval of the Minneso­
ta State Council on Disability.

Subd. 4. Unauthorized use or noncompliance; cancellation; misdemeanor, (a) If a 
peace officer, authorized parking enforcement employee or agent of a statutory or 
home rule charter city or town, representative of the Minnesota State Council on 
Disability, or an authorized agent of a citizen enforcement program under section 
169.346, subdivision 4, finds that a certificate, permit, or disability plate is being 
improperly used, or the applicant is no longer eligible, the officer, municipal employee, 
representative, or agent shall report the violation or situation to the commissioner. The 
commissioner may cancel the certificate, permit, or disability plates issued under 
section 168.021 on determining that:

(1) the certificate, permit, or plates were used improperly;
(2) the certificate, permit, or plates were fraudulently obtained;
(3) the certificate, permit, or plates were issued in error;
(4) the person who was issued the certificate, permit, or plates is deceased;
(5) the person who was issued the certificate, permit, or plates no longer maintains 

a Minnesota address; or
(6) the person or organization has failed to comply with the requirements of this 

section.
(b) A person who uses a certificate, permit, or disability plates in violation of this 

section is guilty of a misdemeanor and is subject to a fine of $500.
History: 2005 c 64 s 7
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Subdivision 1. Disability parking space prohibitions. A person shall not:
(1) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to a parking space or associated 

access aisle designated and reserved for the physically disabled, on either private or 
public property;

(2) park a motor vehicle in or obstruct access to an area designated by a local 
governmental unit as a transfer zone for disabled persons;

(3) alter a certificate;
(4) exercise the parking privilege provided in section 169.345, unless:
(i) that person is a physically disabled person as defined in section 169.345, 

subdivision 2, or the person is transporting or parking a motor vehicle for a physically 
disabled person; and

(ii) the motor vehicle visibly displays one of the following: a disability plate issued 
under section 168.021, a certificate issued under section 169.345, a permit valid for 30 
days issued under section 168.021 or 169.345, or an equivalent certificate, insignia, or 
plate issued by another state, a foreign country, or one of its political subdivisions; or

(5) park a motor vehicle in an area used as a regular route transit stopping point 
where a transit vehicle that is accessible to the physically disabled regularly stops and a 
sign that bears the international symbol of access in white on blue is posted. A sign 
posted under this clause may display other information relating to the regular route 
transit service. For purposes of this clause, an area used as a regular route transit 
stopping point consists of the 80 feet immediately preceding the sign described in this 
clause.

Subd. 2. Disability parking space signs, (a) Parking spaces reserved for physically 
disabled persons must be designated and identified by the posting of signs incorporat­
ing the international symbol of acccss in white on blue and indicating that violators are 
subject to a fine of up to $200. These parking spaces are reserved for disabled persons 
with motor vehicles displaying the required certificate, plates, permit valid for 30 days, 
or insignia.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, a parking space that is clearly identified as 
reserved for physically disabled persons by a permanently posted sign that does not 
meet all design standards, is considered designated and reserved for physically disabled 
persons. A sign posted for. the purpose of this section must be visible from inside a 
motor vehicle parked in the space, be kept clear of snow or other obstructions which 
block its visibility, and be nonmovable or only movable by authorized persons.

Subd. 2a. Parking space free of obstruction; penalty. The owner or manager of the 
property on which the designated parking space is located shall ensure that the parking 
space and associated access aisle are kept free of obstruction. If the owner or manager 
does not have the parking space properly posted or allows the parking space or access 
aisle to be blocked by snow, merchandise, or similar obstructions for 24 hours after 
receiving a warning from a peace officer, the owner or manager is guilty of a 
misdemeanor and subject to a fine of up to $500.

Subd. 3. Misdemeanor; enforcement. A person who violates subdivision 1 is guilty 
of a misdemeanor and must be fined not less than $100 and not more than $200. This 
subdivision must be enforced in the same manner as parking ordinances or regulations 
in the governmental subdivision in which the violation occurs. Law enforcement officers 
may tag motor vehicles parked on either private or public property in violation of 
subdivision 1. Parking enforcement employees or agents of statutory or home rule 
charter cities or towns may tag or otherwise issue citations for motor vehicles parked 
on public property in violation of subdivision 1. If a holder of a disability certificate or 
disability plates allows a person who is not otherwise eligible to use the certificate or 
plates, then the holder is not eligible to be issued or to use a disability certificate Or 
plates for 12 months after the date of violation. A physically disabled person, or a 
person parking a motor vehicle for a disabled person, who is charged with violating 
subdivision 1 because the person parked in a parking space for physically disabled

169.346 DISABILITY PARKING AREAS; CRITERIA, ENFORCEMENT.
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persons without the required certificate, license plates, or permit must not be convicted 
if the person produces in court or before the court appearance the required certificate, 
permit, or evidence that the person has been issued plates under section 168.021, and 
demonstrates entitlement to the certificate, plates, or permit at the time of arrest or 
tagging.

[For text o f subds 4 and 5, see M.S.2004]
History: 2005 c 64 s 8-11 

169.448 OTHER BUSES.

[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 4. Day activity center buses. Notwithstanding subdivision 1, a vehicle used to 

transport adults to and from a day activity center may be equipped with prewarning 
flashing amber signals and a stop-signal arm, and the operator of the vehicle may 
activate this equipment, under the following circumstances:

(1) the operator possesses a commercial driver’s license with a school bus 
endorsement;

(2) the vehicle is engaged in picking up or dropping off adults at locations 
predesignated by the day activity center that owns or leases the bus;

(3) the vehicle is identified as a “day activity center bus” in letters at least eight 
inches high on the front and rear top of the bus; and

(4) the name, address, and telephone number of the owner and operator of the 
bus is identified on each front door of the bus in letters not less than three inches high.

The provisions of section 169.444 relating to duties of care of a motorist to a 
school bus, and violations thereof, apply to a vehicle described in this section when the 
vehicle is operated in conformity with this subdivision. The provisions of section 
169.443 relating to bus driver’s duties apply to a vehicle described in this section except 
those that by their nature have no application.

Histoiy: !Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 47

169.50 REAR LAMPS.
Subdivision 1. Requirements; exception, (a) Every motor vehicle and every vehicle 

that is being drawn at the end of a train of vehicles must be equipped with at least one 
taillamp, exhibiting a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear.

(b) Every motor vehicle, other than a truck-tractor, and every vehicle that is being 
drawn at the end of a train of vehicles, registered in this state and manufactured or 
assembled after January 1, 1960, must be equipped with at least two taillamps mounted 
on the rear and on the same level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable. When 
lighted, the taillamps must comply with the provisions of this section.

(c) An implement of husbandry being towed by a motor vehicle at a speed of not 
more than 30 miles per hour, displaying a slow-moving vehicle emblem, and complying 
with section 169.55, subdivision 2, paragraph (a), clause (4), is not subject to the 
requirements of this section.

[For text o f subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2004]
History: 2005 c 10 art 1 s 29

169.522 SLOW-MOVING VEHICLE, SIGN REQUIRED.
Subdivision 1. Displaying emblem; rules, (a) All animal-drawn vehicles, motorized 

golf carts when operated on designated roadways pursuant to section 169.045, imple­
ments of husbandry, and other machinery, including all road construction machinery, 
which are designed for operation at a speed of 30 miles per hour or less, must display a 
triangular slow-moving vehicle emblem, except (1) when being used in actual construc­
tion and maintenance work and traveling within the limits of a construction area 
marked in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, as set
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forth in section 169.06, or (2) for a towed implement of husbandry that is empty and 
that is not self-propelled, in which case it may be towed at lawful speeds greater than 
30. miles per hour without removing the slow-moving vehicle emblem. The emblem 
must consist of a fluorescent or illuminated red-orange triangle with a dark red 
reflective border and be mounted so as to be visible from a distance of not less than 
600 feet to the rear. When a primary power unit towing an implement of husbandry or 
other machinery displays a slow-moving vehicle emblem visible from a distance of 600 
feet to the rear, it is not necessary to display a similar emblem on the secondary unit. 
All slow-moving vehicle emblems sold in this state must be so designed that when 
properly mounted they are visible from a distance of not less than 600 feet to the rear 
when directly in front of lawful lower beam of headlamps on a motor vehicle. The 
commissioner of public safety shall adopt standards and specifications for the design 
and position of mounting the slow-moving vehicle emblem. Such standards and 
specifications must be adopted by rule in accordance with the Administrative Proce­
dure Act.

(b) An alternate slow-moving vehicle emblem consisting of a dull black triangle 
with a white reflective border may be used after obtaining a permit from the 
commissioner under rules of the commissioner. A person with a permit to use an 
alternate slow-moving vehicle emblem must:

(1) carry in the vehicle a regular slow-moving vehicle emblem and display the 
emblem when operating a vehicle between sunset and sunrise, and at any other time 
when visibility is impaired by weather, smoke, fog, or other conditions; and

(2) permanently affix to the rear of the slow-moving vehicle at least 72 square 
inches of reflective tape that reflects the color red.

Subd. 2. Prohibition on use. The use of this emblem is restricted to the slow- 
moving vehicles specified in subdivision 1 and its use on any Other type of vehicle or 
stationary object on the highway is prohibited.

Subd. 3; Display required. No person shall sell, lease, rent, or operate any slow- 
moving vehicle, as defined in subdivision 1, except motorized golf carts and except 
those units designed to be completely mounted on a primary power unit, which is 
manufactured or assembled on or after July 1, 1967, unless the vehicle is equipped with 
a slow-moving vehicle emblem-mounting device as specified in subdivision 1. Provided 
however, a slow-moving vehicle must not be operated withOut such slow-moving vehicle 
emblem.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 48

169.59 WARNING LIGHTS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 4. Flashing warning light. Any vehicle may be equipped with lamps which 

may be used for the purpose of warning the operators of other vehicles of the presence 
of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of unusual care in approaching, 
overtaking, or passing, and when so equipped may display such warning in addition to 
any other warning signals required by this section or section 169.50, subdivision l o r  3; 
169.56, subdivision 1, 2, 3, or 4; 169.57, subdivision 1; or 169.64, subdivision 3. The 
lamps used to display such warnings to the front shall be mounted at the same level 
and as widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall display simultaneous flashing 
white or amber lights, or any shade of color between white and amber. The lamps used 
to display such warnings to the rear shall be mounted at the same level and as widely 
spaced laterally as practicable, and shall show simultaneously flashing amber or red 
lights, or any shade of color between amber and red. Instead of a pair of lamps that 
flash simultaneously, either one or two strobe lights or rotating beacon lights with an 
amber or yellow lens may be used both to the front and rear of the . vehicle. These 
warning lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than 500 feet under normal 
atmospheric conditions at night.

Histoiy: 2005 c 10 art 1 s 30
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169.71 WINDSHIELD.
Subdivision 1. Prohibitions generally; exceptions, (a) A person shall not drive or 

operate any motor vehicle with:
(1) a windshield cracked or discolored to an extent to limit or obstruct proper 

vision;
(2) any objects suspended between the driver and the windshield, other than sun 

visors and rearview mirrors and electronic toll collection devices; or
(3) any sign, poster, or other nontransparent material upon the front windshield, 

sidewings, or side or rear windows of the vehicle, other than a certificate or other paper 
required to be so displayed by law or authorized by the state director of the Division of 
Emergency Management or the commissioner of public safety.

(b) Paragraph (a), clauses (2) and (3), do not apply to law enforcement vehicles.
(c) Paragraph (a), clause (2), does not apply to authorized emergency vehicles.

[For text o f subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2004]

History: 2005 c 136 art 8 s 2

169.733 WHEEL FLAPS ON TRUCK AND TRAILER.
Subdivision 1. Vehicles generally. Every truck, truck-tractor, trailer, semitrailer, 

pole trailer, and rear-end dump truck, excepting rear-end dump farm trucks, must be 
provided with wheel flaps or other suitable protection above and behind the rearmost 
wheels of the vehicle or combination of vehicles to prevent, as far as practicable, the 
wheels from throwing dirt, water, or other materials on the windshields of following 
vehicles. The flaps or protectors must be at least as wide as the tires they are protecting 
and have a ground clearance of not more than nine inches from the ground when the 
vehicle is empty.

Subd. 2. Vehicle with conveyor belt. For a dump truck or truck with a rigid box 
fastened to its frame and having a conveyor belt or chain in the bottom of the vehicle 
that moves the cargo to the rear end of the vehicle, the flaps must be mounted as far to 
the rear of the vehicle as practicable and have a ground clearance of not more than 18 
inches when the vehicle is loaded.

Subd. 3. Bottom-dump vehicle. In addition to meeting the requirements of 
subdivision 1, a bottom-dump cargo vehicle transporting sand, gravel, aggregate, dirt, 
lime rock, silica, or similar material must be equipped with a center flap between the 
wheel flaps, which must have a ground clearance of six inches or less when the vehicle 
is fully loaded.

Subd. 4. Alternative requirements. If the motor vehicle is so designed and 
constructed that the above requirements are accomplished by means of body construc­
tion or other means of enclosure, then no protectors or flaps are required.

Subd. 5. Extended flaps. If the rear wheels are not covered at the top by fenders, 
body or other parts of the vehicle, the flap or other protective means must be extended 
at least to a point directly above the center of the rearmost axle.

Subd. 6. [Repealed by amendment, lSp2005 c 1 art 4 s 35]
Histoiy: lSp2005 c 1 art 4 s 35

169.81 HEIGHT AND LENGTH LIMITATIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 3c. Recreational vehicle combination. Notwithstanding subdivision 3, a 
recreational vehicle combination may be operated without a permit if:

(1) the combination does not consist of more than three vehicles, and the towing 
rating of the pickup truck is equal to or greater than the total weight of all vehicles 
being towed;

(2) the combination does not exceed 70 feet in length;
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(3) the middle vehicle in the combination does not exceed 28 feet in length;
(4) the operator of the combination is at least 18 years of age;
(5) the trailer carrying a watercraft, motorcycle, motorized bicycle, off-highway 

motorcycle, snowmobile, all-terrain vehicle, or equestrian equipment or supplies meets 
all requirements of law;

(6) the trailers in the combination are connected to the pickup truck and each 
other in conformity with section 169.82; and

(7) the combination is not operated within the seven-county metropolitan area, as 
defined in section 473.121, subdivision 2, during the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Mondays through Fridays.

[For text o f subds 3d to 10, see M.S.2004]

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 49 

169.824 GROSS WEIGHT SCHEDULE.

[For text o f subd 1, see M.S.2004]
Subd. 2. Gross vehicle weight of all axles, (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of 

section 169.85, the gross vehicle weight of all axles of a vehicle or combination of 
vehicles shall not exceed:

(1) 80,000 pounds for any vehicle or combination of vehicles on all state trunk 
highways as defined in section 160.02, subdivision 29, and for all routes designated 
under section 169.832, subdivision 11;

(2) 88,000 pounds for any vehicle .or combination of vehicles with six or more axles 
while exclusively engaged in hauling livestock on all state trunk highways other than 
interstate highways, if the vehicle has a permit under section 169.86, subdivision 5, 
paragraph (k);

(3) 73,280 pounds for any vehicle or combination of vehicles with five axles or less 
on all routes, other than state trunk highways and routes that are designated under 
section 169.832, subdivision 11, except that a vehicle needing reasonable access to a 
terminal or facilities for food, fuel, repairs, and rest, located within three miles of a ten- 
ton route, may not exceed 80,000 pounds. “Terminal” means any location where freight 
either originates, terminates, or is handled in the transportation process, or where 
commercial motor carriers maintain operating facilities; and

(4) 80,000 pounds for any vehicle or combination of vehicles with six or more axles 
on all routes, other than state trunk highways and routes that are designated under 
section 169.832, subdivision 11.

(b) The maximum weights specified in this section for five consecutive axles shall 
not apply to a four-axle ready-mix concrete truck which was equipped with a fifth axle 
prior to June 1, 1981. The maximum gross weight on four or fewer consecutive axles of 
vehicles excepted by this clause shall not exceed any maximum weight specified for four 
or fewer consecutive axles in this section.

History: lSp2005 c 1 art 4 s 36
NO TE: The amendment to subdivision 2, paragraph (a), clause (2 ), by Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 1, article 

4, scction 36, is effective August 1, 2006. Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 1, article 4, section 36, the effective date.

169.8261 GROSS WEIGHT LIMITATIONS; FOREST PRODUCTS.
(a) A vehicle or combination of vehicles hauling raw or unfinished forest products, 

including wood chips, by the most direct route to the nearest highway that has been 
designated under section 169.832, subdivision 11, may be operated on any highway with 
gross weights permitted under sections 169.822 to 169.829 without regard to load 
restrictions imposed on that highway, except that the vehicles must:

(1) comply with seasonal load restrictions in effect between the dates set by the 
commissioner under section 169.87, subdivision 2;

(2) comply with bridge load limits posted under section 169.84;
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(3) be equipped and operated with six axles and brakes;
(4) not exceed 90,000 pounds gross weight, or 98,000 pounds gross weight during 

the time when seasonal increases are authorized under section 169.826;
(5) not be operated on interstate and defense highways;
(6) obtain an annual permit from the commissioner of transportation;
(7) obey all road postings; and
(8) not exceed 20,000 pounds gross weight on any single axle.
(b) A vehicle operated under this section may exceed the legal axle weight limits 

listed in section 169.824 by not more than 12.5 percent; except that, the weight limits 
may be exceeded by not more than 22.5 percent during the time when seasonal 
increases are authorized under section 169.826, subdivision 1.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 50

169.85 WEIGHING; PENALTY.

Subdivision 1. Driver to stop for weighing, (a) The driver of a vehicle that has 
been lawfully stopped may be required by an officer to submit the vehicle and load to a 
weighing by means of portable or stationary scales.

(b) In addition, the officer may require that the vehicle be driven to the nearest 
available scales, but only if:

(1) the distance to the scales is no further than five miles, or if the distance from 
the point where the vehicle is stopped to the vehicle’s destination is not increased by 
more than ten miles as a result of proceeding to the nearest available scales; and

(2) if the vehicle is a commercial motor vehicle, no more than two other 
commercial motor vehicles are waiting to be inspected at the scale.

(c) Official traffic control devices as authorized by section 169.06 may be used to 
direct the driver to the nearest scale.

(d) When a truck weight enforcement operation is conducted by means of portable 
or stationary scales, signs giving notice of the operation must be posted within the 
highway right-of-way and adjacent to the roadway within two miles of the operation. 
The driver of a truck or combination of vehicles registered for or weighing in excess of
12,000 pounds shall proceed to the scale site and submit the vehicle to weighing and 
inspection.

[For text o f subds 2 to 5, see M.S.2004J

Subd. 6. Officer defined. When used in this section, the word “officer” means a 
member of the State Patrol, an employee of the Department of Public Safety described 
in section 299D.06, or a peace officer or person under the officer’s direction and 
control employed by a local unit of government who is trained in weight enforcement 
by the Department of Public Safety.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c l  art 4 s 37,38 

169.851 WEIGHT RECORD.

[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 5. Exception for farm and forest products. Subdivision 4 does not apply to 
the first haul of unprocessed or raw farm products and the transportation of raw and 
unfinished forest products, including wood chips, when the maximum weight limitations 
permitted under sections 169.822 to 169.829 are not exceeded by more than ten 
percent.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 51
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[For text o f subds 1 to 4, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 5. Fee; proceeds deposited; appropriation. The commissioner, with respect 
to highways under the commissioner’s jurisdiction, may charge a fee for each permit 
issued. All such fees for permits issued by the commissioner of transportation shall be 
deposited in the state treasury and credited to the trunk highway fund. Except for those 
annual permits for which the permit fees are specified elsewhere in this chaptcr, the 
fees shall be:

(a) $15 for each single trip permit.
(b) $36 for each job permit. A job permit may be issued for like loads carried on a 

specific route for a period not to exceed two months. “Like loads” means loads of the 
same product, weight, and dimension.

(c) $60 for an annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 consecutive 
months. Annual permits may be issued for:

(1) motor vehicles used to alleviate a temporary crisis adversely affecting the safety 
or well-being of the public;

(2) motor vehicles which travel on interstate highways and carry loads authorized 
under subdivision la;

(3) motor vehicles operating with gross weights authorized under section 169.826, 
subdivision la;

(4) special pulpwood vehicles described in section 169.863;
(5) motor vehicles bearing snowplow blades not exceeding ten feet in width; and
(6) noncommercial transportation of a boat by the owner or user of the boat.
(d) $120 for an oversize annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 

consecutive months. Annual permits may be issued for:
(1) mobile cranes;
(2) construction equipment, machinery, and supplies;
(3) manufactured homes and manufactured storage buildings;
(4) implements of husbandry when the movement is not made according to the 

provisions of paragraph (i);
(5) double-deck buses;
(6) commercial boat hauling; and
(7) three-vehicle combinations consisting of two empty, newly manufactured 

trailers for cargo, horses, or livestock, not to exceed 28-1/2 feet per trailer; provided, 
however, the permit allows the vehicles to be moved from a trailer manufacturer to a 
trailer dealer only while operating on twin-trailer routes designated under section
169.81, subdivision 3, paragraph (c).

(e) For vehicles which have axle weights exceeding the weight limitations of 
sections 169.822 to 169.829, an additional cost added to the fees listed above. However, 
this paragraph applies to any -vehicle described in section 168.013, subdivision 3, 
paragraph (b), but only when the vehicle exceeds its gross weight allowance set forth in 
that paragraph, and then the additional cost is for all weight, including the allowance 
weight, in excess of the permitted maximum axle weight. The additional cost is equal to 
the product of the distance traveled times the sum of the overweight axle group cost 
factors shown in the following chart:

Overweight Axle Group Cost Factors

Weight (pounds) Cost Per Mile For Each Group Of:
exceeding Two consec- Three consec- Four consec-
weight utive axles utive axles utive axles
limitations spaced within spaced within spaced within .
on axles 8 feet or less . 9 feet or less 14 feet or less

169.86 SPECIAL PERMIT TO EXCEED HEIGHT, WIDTH, OR LOAD; FEES.
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0- 2,000 .12 .05 .04
2,001- 4,000 .14 .06 .05
4,001- 6,000 .18 .07 .06
6,001- 8,000 .21 .09 .07
8,001-10,000 .26 .10 .08

10,001-12,000 .30 .12 .09
12,001-14,000 Not permitted .14 .11
14,001-16,000 Not permitted .17 .12
16,001-18,000 Not permitted .19 .15
18,001-20,000 Not permitted Not permitted .16
20,001-22,000 Not permitted Not permitted .20

The amounts added are rounded to the nearest cent for each axle or axle group. The 
additional cost does not apply to paragraph (c), clauses (1) and (3).
For a vehicle found to exceed the appropriate maximum permitted weight, a cost-per- 
mile fee of 22 cents per ton, or fraction of a ton, over the permitted maximum weight is 
imposed in addition to the normal permit fee. Miles must be calculated based on the 
distance already traveled in the state plus the distance from the point of detection to a 
transportation loading site or unloading site within the state or to the point of exit from 
the state.

(f) As an alternative to paragraph (e), an annual permit may be issued for 
overweight, or oversize and overweight, construction equipment, machinery, and sup­
plies. The fees for the permit are as follows:

Gross Weight (pounds) of Vehicle Annual Permit Fee
90.000 or less $200
90.001 - 100,000 $300

100.001 - 110,000 $400
110.001 - 120,000 $500
120.001 - 130,000 $600
130.001 - 140,000 $700
140.001 - 145,000 $800

If the gross weight of the vehicle is more than 145,000 pounds the permit fee is 
determined under paragraph (e).

(g) For vehicles which exceed the width limitations set forth in section 169.80 by 
more than 72 inches, an additional cost equal to $120 added to the amount in 
paragraph (a) when the permit is issued while seasonal load restrictions pursuant to 
section 169.87 are in effect.

(h) $85 for an annual permit to be issued for a period not to exceed 12 months, for 
refuse-compactor vehicles that cariy a gross weight of not more than: 22,000 pounds on 
a single rear axle; 38,000 pounds on a tandem rear axle; or, subject to section 169.828, 
subdivision 2, 46,000 pounds on a tridem rear axle. A permit issued for up to 46,000 
pounds on a tridem rear axle must limit the gross vehicle weight to not more than
62,000 pounds.

(i) For vehicles exclusively transporting implements of husbandry, an annual 
permit fee of $24. A vehicle operated under a permit authorized by this paragraph may 
be moved at the discretion of the permit holder without prior route approval by the 
commissioner if:

(1) the total width of the transporting vehicle, including load, does not exceed 14
feet;

(2) the vehicle is operated only between sunrise and 30 minutes after sunset, and is 
not operated at any time after 12:00 noon on Sundays or holidays;

(3) the vehicle is not operated when visibility is impaired by weather, fog, or other 
conditions that render persons and other vehicles not clearly visible at 500 feet;
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(4) the vehicle displays at the front and rear of the load or vehicle a pair of 
flashing amber lights, as provided in section 169.59, subdivision 4, whenever the overall 
width of the vehicle exceeds 126 inches; and

(5) the vehicle is not operated on a trunk highway with a surfaced roadway width 
of less than 24 feet unless such operation is authorized by the permit.

A permit under this paragraph authorizes movements of the permitted vehicle on an 
interstate highway, and movements of 75 miles or more on other highways.

(j) $300 for a motor vehicle described in section 169.8261. The fee under this 
paragraph must be deposited as follows:

(1) in fiscal years 2005 through 2010:
(1) the first $50,000 in each fiscal year must be deposited in the trunk highway fund 

for costs related to administering the permit program and inspecting and posting 
bridges;

(ii) all remaining money in each fiscal year must be deposited in a bridge 
inspection and signing account in the special revenue fund. Money in the account is 
appropriated to the commissioner for:

(A) inspection of local bridges and identification of local bridges to be posted, 
including contracting with a consultant for some or all of these functions; and

(B) erection of weight-posting signs on local bridges; and
(2) in fiscal year 2011 and subsequent years must be deposited in the trunk 

highway fund.
(k) Beginning August 1, 2006, $200 for an annual permit for a vehicle operating 

under authority of section 169.824, subdivision 2, paragraph (a), clause (2).

[For text o f  subds 6 and 7, see M.S.2004]
History: lSp2005 c 6 art 3 s 52 

169.864 SPECIAL PAPER PRODUCTS VEHICLE PERMITS.
Subdivision 1. Special three-unit vehicle permit. The commissioner may issue a 

permit for a vehicle that meets the following requirements:
(1) is a combination of vehicles, including a truck-tractor and a semitrailer drawing 

one additional semitrailer, which may be equipped with an auxiliary dolly, and no 
semitrailer used in the three-vehicle combination has an overall length in excess of 
28-1/2 feet;

(2) has a maximum gross vehicle weight of 108,000 pounds;
(3) complies with the axle weight limits in section 169.824 or with the federal 

bridge formula for axle groups not described in that section;
(4) complies with the tire weight limits in section 169.823 or the tire manufactur­

ers’ recommended load, whichever is less;
(5) is operated only in this state on Trunk Highway marked 2 between Grand 

Rapids and the port of Duluth; on Trunk Highway marked 169 between Grand Rapids 
and its junction with Trunk Highway marked 53; and on Trunk Highway marked 53 
between Virginia and the port of Duluth; and

(6) the seasonal weight increases authorized under section 169.826, subdivision 1, 
do not apply.

Subd. 2: Special two-unit vehicle permit. The commissioner may issue a permit for 
a vehicle that meets the following requirements:

(1) is a combination of vehicles consisting of a truck-tractor and a single 
semitrailer that may exceed 48 feet, but not 53 feet, if the distance from the kingpin to 
the centerline of the rear axle group of the semitrailer does not. exceed 43 feet;

(2) has a maximum gross vehicle weight of 90,000 pounds;
(3) has a maximum gross vehicle weight of 98,000 pounds during the time when 

seasonal weight increases authorized under section 169.826, subdivision 1, are in effect;
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(4) complies with the axle weight limits in section 169.824 or with the federal 
bridge formula for axle groups not described in that section;

(5) complies with the tire weight limits in section 169.823 or the tire manufactur­
ers’ recommended load, whichever is less; and

(6) is operated only on the highways specified in subdivision 1, clause (5).
Subd. 3. Restrictions. Vehicles issued permits under subdivisions 1 and 2 must 

comply with the following restrictions:
(1) the vehicle must be operated in compliance with seasonal load restrictions 

under section 169.87;
(2) the vehicle may not be operated on the interstate highway system; and
(3) the vehicle may be operated on streets or highways under the control of local 

authorities only upon the approval of the local authority; however, vehicles may have 
reasonable access to terminals and facilities for food, fuel, repairs, and rest and for 
continuity of route within one mile of the national network as provided by section
169.81, subdivision 3, and by Code of Federal Regulations, title 23, part 658.19.

Subd. 4. Permit fee; appropriation. Vehicle permits issued under subdivision 1, 
clause (1), must be annual permits. The fee is $850 for each vehicle and must be 
deposited in the trunk highway fund. An amount sufficient to administer the permit 
program is appropriated from the trunk highway fund to the commissioner for the costs 
of administering the permit program.

Histoiy: lSp2005 c 1 art 4 s 39
N O TE: This section as added by Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 1, article 4, section 39, is cffcctivc the latter o f 

August 1, 2006, or the date on which the commissioner determines that building permits have been issued for the construction 
o f a new pulp and paper manufacturing facility at Grand Rapids. Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 1, article 4, section 
39, the effective date.

169.87 SEASONAL LOAD RESTRICTION; ROUTE DESIGNATION.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 3, see M.S.2004]

Subd. 4. Vehicle transporting milk. Until June 1, 2007, a weight restriction 
imposed under subdivision 1 by the commissioner of transportation or a local road 
authority, or imposed by subdivision 2, does not apply to a vehicle transporting milk 
from the point of production to the point of first processing if, at the time the weight 
restriction is exceeded, the vehicle is carrying milk loaded at only one point of 
production. This subdivision does not authorize a vehicle described in this subdivision 
to exceed a weight restriction of five tons per axle by more than two tons per axle.

Subd. 5. Utility vehicles, (a) Weight restrictions imposed by the commissioner 
under subdivisions 1 and 2 do not apply to a two-axle or three-axle utility vehicle that 
does not exceed a weight of 20,000 pounds per single axle and 36,000 pounds gross 
vehicle weight for a two-axle vehicle or 48,000 pounds gross vehicle weight for a three- 
axle vehicle, if the vehicle is owned by:

(1) a public utility as defined in section 216B.02;
(2) a municipality or municipal utility that operates the vehicle for its municipal 

electric, gas, or water system; or
(3) a cooperative electric association organized under chapter 308A.
(b) The exemption in this subdivision applies only when the vehicle is performing 

service restoration or other work necessary to prevent an imminent loss of service.
Subd. 6. Recycling and garbage vehicles, (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), 

weight restrictions imposed under subdivisions 1 and 2 do not apply to a vehicle that 
does not exceed 20,000 pounds per single axle and is designed and used exclusively for 
recycling, while engaged in recycling in a political subdivision that mandates curbside 
recycling pickup.

(b) Weight restrictions imposed under subdivisions 1 and 2 do not apply to (1) a 
vehicle that does not exceed 14,000 pounds per single axle and is used exclusively for 
recycling as described in paragraph (a), or (2) a vehicle that does not exceed 14,000
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pounds per single axle and is designed and used exclusively for collecting mixed 
municipal solid waste, as defined in section 115A.03, subdivision 21, while engaged in 
such collection.

(c) Notwithstanding section 169.80, subdivision 1, a violation of weight restrictions 
imposed under subdivisions 1 and 2 by a vehicle designed and used exclusively for 
recycling while engaged in recycling in a political subdivision that mandates curbside 
recycling pickup while engaged in such collection, or by a. vehicle that is designed and 
used exclusively for collecting mixed municipal solid waste as defined in section 
115A.03, subdivision 21, while engaged in such collection, is not subject to criminal 
penalties but is subject to a civil penalty for excess weight under section 169.871.

History: 2005 c 21 s 1; 2005 c 34 s 1; lSp2005 c 1 art 1 s 82

169.99 UNIFORM TRAFFIC TICKET.

[For text o f  subds 1 and la, see M.S.2004]

Subd. lb. Speed. The uniform traffic ticket must provide a blank or space wherein 
an officer who issues a citation for a violation of a speed limit of 55 or 60 miles per 
hour must specify whether the speed was greater than ten miles per hour in excess of a 
55 miles per hour speed limit, or more than five miles per hour in excess of a 60 miles 
per hour speed limit.

[For text o f  subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2004]

History: !Sp2005 c 6 art 3 s 53

MINNESOTA STATUTES 2005 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 2005 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                


