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CHAPTER 171
DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND TRAINING SCHOOLS

171.02 Licenses; types, endorsements, restrictions. 17120 = Minnesota license required; conditions,
171.06 Application for license, permit, fees.

identification card,; fees. 171.29 Revoked license; cxamination for new
171.07 Information on license and identification . license.

card. 171.321 " Qualifications of school bus driver.

171.02 LICENSES; TYPES, ENDORSEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS.
' [For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 2a. Exceptions. (a) Notwithstanding subdivision 2, (1) a hazardous materials
endorsement is not required to operate a vehicle having a gross vehicle weight of
26,000 pounds or less while carrying in bulk tanks a total of not more than 200 gallons
of petroleum products and (2) a class C license or hazardous materials endorsement is
not required to operate a farm vehicle as defined in Code of Federal Regulations,. title
49, section 390.5, having a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less while carrying
in bulk tanks a total of not more than 1,500 gallons of liquid fertilizer.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision 2, paragraph (c), the holder of a class D driver’s
license, without a school bus endorsement, may operate a type A school bus described
in subdivision 2, paragraph (b), under the following conditions:

(1) The operator is an employee of the entity that owns, leases, or contracts for the
school bus and is not solely hired to provide transportation serv1ces under this
paragraph.

(2) The operator drives the school bus only from points of origin to points of
destination, not including home-to-school trips to pick up or drop off students.

(3) The operator is prohibited from using the eight-light system. Violation of this
clause is a misdemeanor.

(4) The operator’s employer has adopted and implemented a policy that provides
for annual training and certification of the operator in:

(i) safe operation of the type of school bus the operator will be driving;

(ii) understanding student behavior, including issues relating to students with
disabilities;

(iii) encouraging orderly conduct of students on the bus and handling incidents of
misconduct appropriately;

. (iv) knowing and understanding relevant laws, rules of the road, and local school
bus safety policies;

(v) handling emergency situations; and

(vi) safe loading and unloading of students.

(5) A background check or background investigation of the operator has been
conducted that meets the requirements under section 122A.18, subdivision 8, or
123B.03 for teachers; section 144.057 or chapter 245C for day care employees; or
section 171.321, subdivision 3, for all other persons operating a type A school bus
under this paragraph.

(6) Operators shall submit to a physical examination as required by section
171.321, subdivision 2.

(7) The operator’s driver’s license is verified annually by the entity that owns,
leases, or contracts for the school bus.

(8) A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under section 609.02, of
violating section 169A.25, 169A.26, 169A.27, 169A.31, 169A.51, or 169A.52, or a similar
statute or ordinance of another state is precluded from operating a school bus for five
years from the date of conviction.
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(9) A person who has ever been convicted of adisqualifying offense as.defined in
section 171. 3215, subdivision 1, paragraph (c) may not operate a school bus under this
paragraph.

(10) A person who sustains a conviction, as defined under section 609.02, of a
fourth moving offense in.violation of chapter 169 is precluded from operatrng a school
bus for one year from the date of the last conviction.

(11) Students riding the school bus.must have tra1n1ng requrred under sectlon
123B.90, subdivision 2.

(12) An operator must be tramed in the proper use of child safety restraints as set
forth in the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s “Guideline for the Safe
Transportation of Pre-school Age Children in School Buses.”

(13) Annual certification of the requirements listed in this paragraph must be
maintained under separate file. at the business location for each operator licensed
under this paragraph and subdivision 2, paragraph (b); clause, (5). The business
manager school board, governing body of a nonpublic : school, ‘or any other entity that
owns, leases, or contracts for theé school bus operatlng under th1s paragraph is
responsible for maintaining these files for inspection.

(14) The school bus must bear a current certificate of inspection issuéd under
section 169.451.

(15) The word “School” on the front and rear of the bus must be covered by a sign
that reads “Activities” when the bus is being operated under authority of this
paragraph.

[For text of subds 3 105, see M.S. 2002]
History: 2003 c15art Is 33; ZSp2003 c19an2s 38 '

171.06 APPLICATION FOR LICENSE, PERMIT, IDENTIFICATION CARD FEES.
[For text of .subds 1 to 2a, see M S. 2002]

Subd. 3. Contents of application; other information. (a) An apphcatron must:
(1) state the full name, date of birth, sex, and residence address of the applicant;

(2) as may be requrred by the commissioner, contain a descrlptron of the applicant
and any other facts pertaining to the applicant,-the applicant’s driving pr1v11egcs and
- the apphcant s ability to operate a motor vehicle with safety;
(3). state:
" (i)-the applicant’s social securlty number or:. .
. (ii) if the applicant does not have a social secu-rity number and is-applying for a
Mrnncsota identification card, instruction permit, or class D provisional -or driver’s
license, that the applicant certrﬁes that the applicant docs not have a social securrty
number; . :
(4) contaln a- space where the apphcant may 1ndlcate a - desire to’ make an
anatomlcal gift according to paragraph (b); and -

- (5) contain a notification. to the applicant of the avallablhty of a living w1ll/hea1th
care directive designation on the licénse under section 171.07; subdivision 7.

(b) If the applicant does not indicate a desire to make an anatomical gift when the

_ application is made, the applicant must be offered a donor document in accordance
with section 171.07, subdivision 5. The application must contain statements sufficient to
comply with the requirements of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1987), sections
525.921 to 525.9224, so that execution of the application or donor document will make
the anatomical gift as provided in section 171.07, subdivision 5, for those indicating a
desire to make an anatomical gift. The application must be accompanied by informa-
tion describing Minnesota laws régarding anatomical gifts and the need for and benefits
of anatomical gifts, and the legal implications of making an anatomical gift, including
the law governing revocation of anatomical gifts. The commissioner shall distribute. a
notice that must accompany all applications for and renewals of a driver’s license or
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Minnesota identification card. The notice must be prepared in conjunction with a
Minnesota organ procurement organization that is certified by the federal Dep'lrtment
of Health and Human Services and must include:

(1) a statement that provides a fair and reasonable -description- of the organ
donation process, the care of the donor body after death, and the importance of
informing family members of the donation decision; and

(2) a‘telephone number in a certified Minnesota organ procurement Organiiation .
that may be called with respect to questions regarding anatomical gifts.

(c) The application must be accompanied also by information contarnlng relevant
facts relating to: o

" (1) the effect of alcohol on driving ability;

(2) the effect of mixing alcohol with drugs;

" (3) the laws of Minnesota relating to operation of a motor vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; and

_ (4) the levels of alcohol- related fatalities and accidents in Mlnnesota and of arrests
for alcohol-related violations. .

[For text of subd 3a, see M.S.2002]
Hlstory 15p2003 ¢ 14 art 10 s 3

171 07 INFORMATION ON ‘LICENSE AND IDENTIFICATION CARD.
[For text of subds 1 to 13, see M.S. 2002]

Subd. 14. Use of social security number. An applicant’s social securlty number
must not be displayed, encrypted, or encoded on the driver’s license or Minnesota
identification card or included in a magnetic strip or bar code used to store data on the
license or Minnesota identification card. The social security nuimber must not be used
as a Minnesota driver’s license or identification number.-

History: ]Sp2003" cldart 1054 o .
171.20 MINNESOTA LICENSE REQUIRED; CONDITIONS, FEES.
[For text of subds 2 and 3, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 4. Reinstatement fee. (a) Before the license is reinstated,; (1) a person whose
driver’s license has been suspended under section 171.16, subdivision 2; 171.18, except
subdivision 1, clause (10); or 171.182, or who has been disqualified from holding a
commercial driver’s license under section 171.165, and (2) a person whose driver’s
license has been suspended under section 171 186 and who is not exempt from such a
fee, must pay a fee of $20. .

(b) Before the license is reinstated, a person whose license has becn suspended or
revoked under.sections 169.791 to 169.798 must pay a-$20 reinstatement fee.

(c) When fees are collected by a licensing agent appointed under section 171.061,
a handling charge is imposed in the amount specified under section 171.061, subdivi-
sion 4. The reinstatement fee and surcharge must be deposited in an approved state
depos1tory as directed under section 171.061, subdivision 4.

(d) A suspension may be rescinded without fee for good cause.
" History: 1Sp2003 c 19 art 2 s 39 '

171.29 REVOKED LICENSE; EXAMINATION FOR NEW LICENSE
[For text of subd 1, see M. S 2002]

-Subd. 2. Remstatement fees and surcharges allocated and appropriated. (a) A
person whose driver’s license has been revoked as provided in subdivision 1, except
under section 169A.52, 169A.54, or 609.21, shall pay a $30 fee before the driver’s
license is.reinstated.
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(b) A person whose driver’s licerise hds been revoked .as ‘provided in-subdivision 1
under section 169A.52,.169A.54, or 609.21, shall pay a $250 fee plus a $40 surcharge
before the driver’s license i reinstated. Beginning July 1, 2002, the surcharge is $145.
Begmnmg July 1, 2003, the. surcharge:is $430. The-$250 fee is to be credited as follows

(D) Twenty percent must be credited to the trunk hlghway fund
(2) Sixty-seven percent must be credited to the general fund.

- (3) Eight percent. must.be credited to a separate account to be known as the
Bureau of Criminal Apprehension account. Money in this account may be appropriated
to the commissioner of public safety and the approprlated amount must be apportioned
80 percent for laboratory costs and 20 percent for carrying out the prov1s10ns of section
299C.065. '

(4).Five percent must be credited to a separate account to be known as the veh1cle
forfeiture account, which is created in the specral revenue fund: The money in the
account is annually appropnated to the comm1ssroner for costs of handling veh1cle
forfeitures.

(¢) The revenue from $50 of each surcharge must be .credited to. a separate-
account to be known as the traumatic brain injury and sp1nal cord i injury account. The
money in the account is annually approprlated to the commissioner of health to be
uséd as follows: 83 percent for contracts’ with a qualified community- -based organization
to prov1de information, resources, ‘and support to assist persons with traumatic brain
injury ‘and théir families to access services, and 17 percent to maintain the traumatic
brain injury and splnal cord injury reglstry created in section 144.662. For the purposes-
of this clause, a “qualified commun1ty-based organ1zatlon is a’private, not-for-profit
organization of consumers of traumatic brain i injury services and their family members.
The organization must be registered ‘with the United States Internal’ Revenue Service
under section 501(c)(3) as a'tax-exempt' organization and must have as its purposes:

(i)-the promotion of public, family, survivor, and professional awareness of the
incidence and consequences of traumatic brain i mjury,

(i) the pravision of -a’ network of support for persons with traumatic bram ‘injury,
- their families, and friends;

(111) the development and support of programs and services to prevent traumatlc
brain injury;

(iv) the establishment of education programs for persons with traumatic brain
injury; and

(v) the empowerment of persons with traumatic brain injury through participation
in its governance.

No patient’s name, identifying information, or identifiable medical data will be
disclosed to the organization without the informed voluntary written consent of the
patient or patient’s guardian or, if the patient is a minor, of the parent or guardian of
the patient.

(d) The remainder of the surcharge must be credited to a separate account to be
known as the remote electronic alcohol-monitoring program account. The commission-
er shall transfer the balance of this account to the commissioner of finance on a
monthly basis for deposit in the general fund.

(e) When these fees are collected by a licensing agent, appointed under section
171.061, a handling charge is imposed in the amount speccified under section 171.061,
subdivision 4. The reinstatement fees and surcharge must be deposited in an approved
state depository as directed under section 171.061, subdivision 4. :

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.2002]
History: 15p2003 ¢ 19 art 2 s 40
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171.321 QUALIFICATIONS OF SCHOOL BUS DRIVER. *
[For text of subds 1 to 3, see M.S. 2002]

Subd. 4. Trammg (a) No person shall drive a class A, B, C or D school bus when
transporting school children to or from school or upon a school-related trip or.activity
without having demonstrated sufficient skills and knowledge to transport students in a
safe and legal manner.

(b) A bus driver must have training or expenence that allows the driver to meet at
least the following competencies:

(1) safely operate the type of school bus the driver will be dr1v1ng, _

(2) understand student behavior, including issues relating to students with disabili-
ties; '

(3) encourage orderly conduct of students on the bus and handle incidents of
mlsconduct appropriately;

(4) know and understand relevant laws, rules of the road, and local school bus
safety policies; _

.(5) handle eniergency situations; and

(6) safely load and unload students. :

(c) The commissioner of public safety shall develop.a comprehenswe model school
bus driver training program and model assessments for school bus. driver training
competencies, which are not subject to chapter 14. A school district may use alternative
assessments for bus driver training competencies with the approval of the commissioner
of public safety. The employer shall keep.the assessment for the current period
available for inspection by representatives of the commissioner.

Subd. 5. Annual evaluation and license verification. (a) A school district, nonpub-
lic school, or private contractor shall provide in- serv1ce training annually to each school
bus driver.

(b) A school district, nonpublic school, or private contractor shall annually verify
the validity of the driver’s license of each person who transports students for the district
with the National Driver Register or with the Department of Public Safety

History: 15p2003 ¢ 9 art 1 s 48; art 10s 13
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