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CHAPTER 115A
WASTE MANAGEMENT
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115A.0716 Environmental assistancc grant and loan 115A.908 Motor vehicle transfer fee:
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115A.54 Waste processing facilities. ) - . a ode-ray n.r e pre rr ition.
115A.545 Mixed municipal solid waste processing 115A.9651 Listed metals in specified products;
payment. enforcement.

115A.07 'DUTIES; GENERAL.

Subdivision 1. Interagency coordination. The director shall inform the commission-
er of employment and economic development of the office’s activities, solicit the advice
and recommendations of the agency, and coordinate its work with the regulatory and
enforcement activities of the agency.

. [F or text of subds 2 tmd 3, see M.S. 2007]
History: 18p2003c4s1

115A.0716 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSISTANCE GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM.
[For text of subds I and 2, see M.S.2002] _

Subd. 3. Revolving account. All repayments of loans awarded under this subdivi-
sion, including principal and interest, must be credited to the environmental fund.
Money deposited in the fund under this section is annually appropriated to the director
for loans for purposes identified in subdivisions 1 and 2.

History: 2003 c 128 art 2s 5

115A.072 PUBLIC EDU(,ATION

Subdivision 1. Environmental Educatlon Advrsory Board. (a) The drrector shall
provide for the development and implementation of environmental education programs
that are designed to meet the goals listed in section 115A.073.

~(b) The Environmental Education Advisory -Board shall advise the dlrector in
carrying out the director’s responsibilities under this section. The board consists of 20
members as follows:

(1) a representative-of the Pollutlon Control Agency, .appointed by the ‘cCommis-
sioner of the agency; :

(2) a representative of the Department of Education, appointed by the commis-
sioner of education;

(3) a representative of the Department of Agriculture appointed by the commis-
sioner of agriculture;

(4) a representative of the Department of Hedlth appointed by the commissioner
of health;

(5) a representative of the Department of Natural Resources, appomted by the
commissioner of natural resources;

(6) a representatrve of the Board of Water and Soil Resources, appointed by that
board;

(7)a representative of the Environmental Quality Board, appornted by that board
(8) a representative of the Board of Teaching, appornted by that board; '

" (9) a representative of the University of Minnesota Extension Service, appornted
by the director of the service;

(10) a citizen member from each congressronal drstrrct of Wthh two must be
licensed teachers currently teaching in the K-12 system, appointed by the director; and
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(11) three at-large citizen members, appointed by the director.

The citizen members shall serve two-year terms. Compensation of board members is
governed by section 15.059, subdivision 6. The board expires on June 30, 2003.

[For text of subds 2 to 4, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 ¢ 130 s 12

115A.46 REQUIREMENTS.

Subdivision 1. General. (a) Plans shall address the state policies and purposes
expressed in section 115A.02 and may not be inconsistent with state law.

(b) Plans for the location, establishment, operation, maintenance, and postclosure
use of facilities and facility sites, for ordinances, and for licensing, permit, and
enforcement activities shall be consistent with the rules adopted by the agency pursuant
to chapter 116.

(c) Plans shall address:

(1) the resolution of conflicting, duplicative, or overlapping local management
efforts;

(2) the establishment of joint powers management programs or waste management
districts where appropriate; and

(3) -other matters' as the rules of the office may require consistent with the
purposes of sections 115A.42 to 115A.46.

(d) Political subdivisions preparing plans under sections 115A.42 to 115A.46 shall
consult with persons presently providing solid waste collection, processing, and disposal
services.

(e) Plans must be submitted to the director for approval. When a county board is
ready to have a final plan approved, the county board shall submit a resolution
requesting review and approval by the director. After receiving the resolution, the
director shall notify the county within 45 days whether the plan as submitted is
complete and, if not complete, the specific items that need to be submitted to make the
plan complete. Within 90 days after a completc plan has been submitted, the director
shall approve or disapprove the plan. If the plan is disapproved, reasons for the
disapproval must be provided.

(f) After initial approval, each plan must be updated and submitted for approval at
least every ten years. The plan must be revised as necessary so that it is not inconsistent
with state law.

“(2) Rules that regulate plan content under subdivision 2 must reflect demographic,
geographic, regional, and solid waste system differences that exist among the counties.

[For text of subds 2 to 5, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 ¢ 135 1

115A.54 WASTE PROCESSING FACILITIES.
[For text of subds 1 to 2a, see M.S5.2002]

Subd. 3. Obligations of recipient. No grant or loan for any project shall be
disbursed until the governing body of the recipient has made an irrevocable undertak-
ing, by resolution, to use all funds made available exclusively for the capital cost of the
project and to pay any additional amount by which the cost of the project exceeds the
estimate by appropriation to the construction fund of additional funds or proceeds of
additional bonds of the recipient. The resolution shall also indicate that any subsequent
withdrawal of allocated or additional funds of the recipient will impair the obligation of
contract between the state of Minnesota, the recipient, and the bondholders. The
resolution shall pledgec payment to the debt service account of all revenues of the
project to the extent that they exceed costs and shall also obligate the rccipient to levy
a tax sufficient to make timely payments under the loan agreement, if a deficiency
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occurs in the amount of user charges, taxes, special assessments, or other money
pledged for payment under the loan agreement. Each loan made to a recipient shall be
secured by resolutions adopted by the dircctor and the governing body of the recipient,
obligating the rccipient to ‘repay the loan to the commissioner of finance in annual
installments including both principal and interest. Installments shall be in an amount
sufficient to pay the principal amount within the period required by the director. The
interest on the loan shall be calculated on the declining balance at a rate not less than
the average annual interest ratc on the state bonds of the issue from which proceeds of
the loan were -made. The resolution shall obligate the recipient to provide money for
the repayment from user charges, taxes, special assessments or any other funds
available to it.

Subd. 4. Termination of obligations; good-faith effort. Notwithstanding the provi-
sions of section 16A.695, the director may terminate the obligations of a grant or loan
recipient under this section, if the director finds that the recipient has made a good-
faith effort to exhaust all options in trying to comply with the terms and conditions of
the grant or loan. In lieu of declaring a default on a grant or a loan under this section,
the director may identify additional measures a recipient should take in order to meet
the good-faith test required for terminating the recipient’s obligations under this
section. By December 15 of each year, the director shall report to the legislature the
defaults and terminations the director has ordered in the previous year, if any. No
decision on termination under this section is effective until the end of the legislative
session following the director’s report.

History: 2003 ¢ 112 art 2 s 50; 2003 ¢ 128 art 1 s 125

115A.545 MIXED MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE PROCESSING PAYMENT.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 2. Processing payment. (a) The director shall pay counties a procecssing
payment for each ton of mixed municipal solid waste that is generated in the county
and processed at a resource recovery facility. The processing payment shall be $5 for
each ton of mixed municipal solid waste processed.

(b) By the last day of October, January, April, and July, each county claiming the
processing payment shall file a claim for payment with the director for the three
previous months certifying the number of tons of mixed municipal solid waste that were
generated in the county and processed at a resource recovery facility. Thé director shall
pay the processing paymcents by November 15, February 15, May 15, and August 15
each year. .

(c) If the total amount for which all counties are cligible in a quarter exceeds the
amount available for payment, the director shall make the payments on a pro rata
basis.

(d) All of the money received by. a county under paragraph (a) must be used to
lower the tipping fee for waste to be processed at a resource recovery facility.

[For text of subd 3, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 15 126

115A.58 MINNESOTA STATE WASTE MANAGEMENT BONDS.
[For text of subd 1, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 2. Issuance of bonds. Upon réquest by the director and upon authorization
as provided in subdivision 1, the commissioner of finance shall sell Minnesota state
waste management bonds. The bonds shall be in the aggregate amount requested, and
sold upon sealed bids upon the notice, at the price in the form and- denominations,
bearing interest at the rate or rates, maturing in the amounts and on the dates (with or
without option of prepayment upon notice and at specified times and prices), payable
at a bank or banks within or outside the state (with provisions, if any, for registration,
conversion, and exchange and for the issuance of temporary bonds or notes in
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anticipation of the sale or delivery of definitive bonds), and in accordance with further
provisions as the commissioner of finance shall determine, subject to the approval of
the attorney general, but not subJect to chapter 14, including section 14.386. The bonds
shall be executed by the commissioner of finance under official seal. The signature on
the bonds and any interest coupons and the seal may be printed, lithographed,
engraved, stamped, or otherwise reproduced thereon, except that each bond shall be
authenticated by the manual signature on its face of the commissioner of finance or of
an authorized representative of a bank designated by the commissioner of finance as
registrar or other authenticating agent. The commissioner of finance shall ascertain and
certify to the purchasers of the bonds the performance and existence of all acts,
conditions, and things necessary to make them valid and binding general obligations of
the state of Minnesota, subject to the approval of the attorney general. - '

[For text.of subd 3, see M.S.2002]

Subd. 4. Debt service account. The commissioner of finance shall maintain in the
state bond fund a separate account to be called the state waste management debt
service account. It shall record receipts of premium and accrued interest, loan
repayments, project revenue or other money transferred to the fund and income from
the investment of the money and record any disbursements to pay the principal and
interest on waste management bonds. Income from investment shall be credited to the
account in each fiscal year. The amount credited shall be equal to the average return
that year on all funds invested by the commissioner of finance, as determined by the
commissioner of finance, times the average balance in the account that year.

[For text of subds 5 and 6, see M.S.2002]
~ History: 2003 ¢ 112 art 2 s 15,50

115A.908 MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSFER FEE.
[For text of subd 1, see.M.S.2002]

Subd. 2. Deposit of revenue. (a) From July 1,-2003, through Junc 30, 2007, revenue
collected shall be credited to the general fund.

(b) After June 30, 2007, revenue collected shall be credited to the environmental
fund.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 1 5 127

115A.919 COUNTY FEE AUTHORITY.

Subdivision 1. Fee. (a) A county may impose a fee, by cubic yard of waste or its
equivalent, on operators of facilities for the disposal of mixed municipal solid waste or
construction debris located within the county. The revenue from the. fees shall be
credited to the county general fund and shall be used only for landfill abatement
purposes, or costs of closure, postclosure care, and response actions or for purposes of
mitigating and compensating for the local risks, costs, and other adverse effects of
facilities. The interest generated from fees imposed under this subdivision may be
credited to the county general fund for use by a county for other purposes.

(b) Fees for construction debris facilities may not exceed 50 cents per cubic yard.
Revenues from the fees must offset any financial assurances required by the county for
a construction debris facility. The maximum revenue that may be collected for a
construction debris facility must be determined by multiplying the total permitted
capacity of the facility by 15 cents per cubic yard. Once the maximum revenue has been
collected for a facility, the fee may no longer be imposed. The limitation on the fees in
this paragraph and in section 115A.921, subdivision 2, are not intended to alter the
liability of the facility operator or the authorlty of the agency to impose financial
assurance requirements.
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[For text of subds 2 to 3, see M.S.2002]
History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 1 s 128

115A.929 FEES; ACCOUNTING. .

Each political subdivision that provides for solid waste management shall account
for all revenue collected from waste management fees, together with interest earned on
revenue from the fees, separately from other revenue collected by the political
subdivision and shall report revenue collected from the fees and use of the revenue
separately from other revenue and use of revenue in any required financial report or
audit. Each political subdivision must file with the director, on or before June 30
annually, the separate report of all revenue collected from waste management fees,
together with 1nterest on revenue from the fees, for the previous year. For the purposes
of this section, “waste management fees” means:

(1) all fees charges, and surcharges collected under sections 115A. 919 115A.921,
and 115A.923;

(2) all tipping fees collected at waste management facilities owned or opérated by
the political subdivision;

3) all charges imposed by the political subdlvrsron for waste collection and
management services; and

(4) any other fees, charges, or surcharges 1mposed on waste-or for the purpose of
waste management, whether collected directly from generators or indirectly through
property taxes or as part of utility or other charges for services provided by the political
subdivision.

History: 1Sp2003 ¢ I art 25 63

115A.9565 CATHODE-RAY TUBE PROHIBITION.

Effective July 1, 2005, a person may not place in mixed municipal solid waste an
electronic product containing a cathode-ray tube.

History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 1 5 129

115A.9651 LISTED METALS IN SPECIFIED PRODUCTS; ENFORCEMENT.
[For text of subds 1 to 5, see M.85.2002]

Subd. 6. Product review reports. (a) Except as provided under subdivision 7, the
manufacturer, or an association of manufacturers, of any specified product distributed
for sale or use in this state that is not listed pursuant to subdivision 4 shall submit a
product review report and fee as provided in paragraph (c) to the commissioner for
each product by July 1, 1998. Each product review report shall contain at least the
following:

~ (1) a policy statement articulating upper management. support for eliminating or
reducing intentional introduction of listed metals into its products;

(2) a description of the product and the amount of each listed metal distributed
for use in this state;

(3) a description of past and ongoing efforts to eliminate or reduce the listed metal
in the product;

(4) an assessment of options available to reduce or eliminate the intentional
introduction of the listed metal including any alternatives to the specified product that
do not contain the listed metal, perform the same technical function, are commercially
available, and are economically practicable;

(5) a statement of objectives in numerical terms and a schedule for achieving the
elimination of the listed metals and an environmental assessment of alternative
products;

(6) a listing of options considered not to be technically or economically practica-
ble; and
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(7) certification attesting to.the accuracy of the information in the report signed
and dated by an official of the manufacturer or user.

If the manufacturer fails to submit a product review repdrt a user of a specified
product may submit a report and fee which comply with this subdivision by August 15,
1998.

(b) By July 1, 1999 and annually thereafter: untrl the commissioner takes action
under subdivision 9 the manufacturer or user must submit a progress report and fee as
provided in paragraph (c¢) updating the information presented under paragraph (a).

" (c) The fee shall be $295 for each report. The fee shall be deposited in the state
treasury and credlted to the environmental fund. The fee is exempt from section
16A 1285."

(d) Where it cannot be determined from a progress report submitted by a person
pursuant to Laws 1994, chapter 585, section 30, subdivision 2, paragraph (e), the
number of products for which product review reports are due under this subdivision,
the commissioner shall have the authority to determine, after consultation with that
person, the number of products for which product review reports are required.

(e) The commissioner shall summarlze aggregate and publish data reported under
paragraphs (a) and (b) annually. -

(f) A product that is the subject of a recommendation by the Tozxics in Packaging
Clearirighouse, as administered by the Council of State Governments, 1s exempt from
th1§ sectlon : :

' [For text of subds 7 to 11, see M.5.2002]
History: 2003 ¢ 128 art 25 6
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