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CHAPTER 200 

GENERAL PROVISIONS; DEFINITIONS
200.02 ‘ D efin itions. 200.039 P etition  req u irem en ts  fo r  ballo t questions.

200.02 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 6, see M.S.2000J

Subd. 7. M ajor political party, (a) “Major political party” means a political party 
that maintains a party organization in the state, political division or precinct in question 
and that has presented at least one candidate for election to the office of:

(1) governor and lieutenant governor, secretary' of state, state auditor, or attorney 
general at the last preceding state general election for those offices; or

(2) presidential elector or U.S. senator at the last preceding state general election 
for presidential electors; and

whose candidate received votes in each county in that election and received votes 
from not less than five percent of the total number of individuals who voted in that 
election.

(b) “Major political party” also means a political party that maintains a party 
organization in the state, political subdivision, or precinct in question and whose 
members present to the secretary of state a petition for a place on the state partisan 
primary ballot, which petition contains signatures of a number of the party members 
equal to at least five percent of the total number of individuals who voted in the 
preceding state general election.

(c) A political party whose candidate receives a sufficient number of votes at a 
state general election described in paragraph (a) becomes a major political party as of 
January 1 following that election and retains its major party status notwithstanding that 
the party fails to present a candidate who receives the number and percentage of votes 
required under paragraph (a) at the following state general election.

(d) A major political party whose candidates fail to receive the number and 
percentage of votes required under paragraph (a) at either state general election 
described by paragraph (a) loses major party status as of December 31 following the 
most recent state general election.

[For text o f  subds 8 to 21, see M.S.2000]

Subd. 23. Minor political party, (a) “Minor political party” means a political party 
that is not a major political party as defined by subdivision 7 and that has adopted a 
state constitution, designated a stale party chair, held a state convention in the last two 
years, filed with the secretary of slate no later than December 3.1 following the most 
recent state general election a certification that the party has met the foregoing 
requirements, and met the requirements of paragraph (b) or (e). as applicable.

(b) To be considered a minor party in all elections statewide, the political party 
must have presented at least one candidate for election to the office of:

(1) governor and lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state auditor, or attorney 
general, at the last preceding state general election for those offices; or

(2) presidential elector or U.S. senator at the preceding state general election for 
presidential electors; and

who received votes in each county that in the aggregate equal at least one percent 
of the total number of individuals who voted in the election, or its members must have 
presented to the secretary of state a nominating petition in a form prescribed by the 
secretary of state containing the signatures of party members in a number equal to at 
least one percent of the total number of individuals who voted in the preceding state 
general election.
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(c) A political party whose candidate receives a sufficient number of votes at a 
state general election described in paragraph (b) becomes a minor political party as of 
January 1 following that election and retains its minor party status notwithstanding that 
the party fails to present a candidate who receives the number and percentage of votes 
required under paragraph (b) at the following state general election.

(d) A  minor political party whose candidates5 fail to receive the number and 
percentage of votes required under paragraph (b) at either state general election 
described by paragraph (b) loses minor party status as of Decem ber 31 following the 
most recent state general election.

(e) To be considered a minor party in an election in a legislative district, the 
political party must have presented at least one candidate for a legislative office in that 
district who received votes from at least ten percent of the total number of individuals 
who voted for that office, or its members must have presented to the secretary of state 
a nominating petition in a form prescribed by the secretary of state containing the 
signatures of party members in a number equal to at least ten percent of the total 
number of individuals who voted in the preceding state general election for that 
legislative office.

History: lSp2001 c 1.0 art 18 s 4,5

200.039 PETITION REQUIREMENTS FOR BALLOT QUESTIONS.
If a statute:
(1) provides that a ballot question may or must be placed on the ballot when a 

specified number of individuals have signed a petition; and
(2) specifies the number of individuals required under the statute as a percentage 

of the individuals who voted in a previous election,

the statute must be construed to mean that the petition must be signed' by a number of 
current voters equal to the required percentage specified in the statute. The statute 
must not be construed to restrict the eligibility to sign the petition to . only those 
individuals who were eligible to cast ballots or who did cast ballots, in the previous 
election.

History: ISp2001 c 10 art 18 s 6
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