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169.01 DEFINITIONS.

[For text o f subds 1 to 5, see M.S. J9981

Subd. 6. School bus. “School bus” means a motor vehicle used to transport pupils to or 
from a school defined in section 120A.22, or to or from school-related activities, by the 
school or a school district, or by someone under an agreement with the school or a school 
district. A school bus does not include a motor vehicle transporting chi ldren to or from school 
for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation from a school district, a motor 
coach operating under charter carrier authority, a transit bus providing services as defined in 
section 174.22, subdivision 7, or a vehicle otherwise qualifying as a type III vehicle under 
paragraph (5). when the vehicle is properly registered and insured and being driven by an 
employee or agent of a school district for nonscheduled transportation. A school bus may be 
type A, type B, type C, or type D, or type III as follows:

(1) A “type A school bus” is a conversion or body constructed upon a van-type or cut­
away front seclion vehicle with a left-side driver’s door, designed for carrying more than ten 
persons. This definition includes two classifications: type A -I, with a gross vehicle weight 
rating (GVWR) over 10,000 pounds; and type A -I I, with a GV WR of 10,000 pounds or less.

(2) A “type B school bus” is a conversion or body constructed and installed upon a van 
or front-scction vehicle chassis, or stripped chassis, with a gross vehicle weight rating of 
more than 10,000 pounds, designed for carrying more than ten persons. Part of the engine is 
beneath or behind the windshield and beside the driver’s seat. The entrance door is behind the 
front wheels.

(3) A “type C school bus” is a body installed upon a flat back cowl chassis with a gross 
vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds, designed for carrying more than ten per­
sons. All of the engine is in front of the windshield and the entrance door is behind the front 
wheels. A type C school bus has a maximum length of 45 feet.

(4) A “type D school bus” is a body installed upon a chassis, with the engine mounted in 
the front, midship or rear, with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds, 
designed for carrying more than ten persons. The engine may be behind the windshield and 
beside the driver’s seat; it may be at the rear of the bus, behind the rear wheels, or midship 
between the front and rear axles. The entrance door is ahead of the front wheels. A type D 
school bus has a maximum length of 45 feet.

(5) Type III school buses and type III Head Start buses are restricted to passenger cars, 
station wagons, vans, and buses having a maximum manufacturer’s rated seating capacity of 
ten or fewer people, including the driver, and a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds 
or less. In this subdivision, “gross vehicle weight rating” means the value specified by the 
manufacturer as the loaded weight of a single vchicle. A “type III school bus” and “type III 
Head Start bus” must not be outwardly equipped and identified as a type A, B, C, or D school
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21 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.121

bus or type A, B, C, or D Head Start bus. A van or bus converted to a seating capacity often or 
fewer and placed in service on or after August 1,1999, must have been originally manufac­
tured to comply with the passenger safety standards.

[For text o f subds 7 to 89, see M.S.1998]

H istory: 7999 c 241 art 9 s 40 . . .

169.03 EMERGENCY VEHICLES; EXEMPTIONS; APPLICATION.

[For text o f subds 1 to 5, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 6. Working on highway, (a) The provisions.of this chapter shall not apply to per­
sons, motor vehicles, and other equipment while actually engaged in work upon the highway, 
except as'provided in paragraphs (b) and (c).

(b) This chapter shall apply to those persons and vehicles when traveling to or from such 
work, except that persons operating equipment owned, rented or hired by road authorities 
shall be exempt from the width, height and length provisions of sections 169.80 and 169.81 
and shall be exempt from the weight limitations of this chapter while engaged in snow or ice 
removal and while engaged in flood control operations on behalf of the state or a local gov­
ernmental unit. 1 '

(c) Sections 169.121 to 169.129 and 169.444 apply to persons while actually engaged in 
work upon the highway.

[For text o f subds .7 and 8. see M.S.1998]

History: 1999 c. 241 art 9 s  41

169.121 DRIVER UNDER INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED SUB­
STA N C E..

[For text o f  subds 1 to lb, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 1c. Conditional release.1 ( a) Unless maximum bail is imposed under section 
629.471, subdivision 2, a person charged with a crime listed in this paragraph may be re­
leased from detention only if the person agrees to abstain from alcohol and submit to a pro­
gram of electronic alcohol monitoring involving at least daily measurements of the person’s 
alcohol concentration pending resolution of the charge. This paragraph applies only when 
electronic alcohol monitoring equipment is available to-the court and only when a person is 
charged with:

(1) a violation of subdivision 1 or 1 a within five years of two prior impaired driving 
convictions, or within ten years of three or more prior impaired driving convictions;

(2) a second or subsequent viol ati on of subdi vision 1 or I a, if the person is under the age 
of 19 years; . <

(3) a violation of subdivision 1 o rla , whiletbeperson’sdriver’slicenseordrivingprivi- 
leges have been canceled under section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (10);

(4) a violation of subdivision 1, clause (f); or
(5) a violation of section 169.129.
The court shall’require partial or total reimbursement from the person for the cost of the 

electronic alcohol monitoring, to the: extent the defendant is able to pay.
(b) Unless maximum bail is imposed under section 629.471, subdivision 2, a person 

charged with violating subdivision 1 or la  within ten years of the first of three prior impaired 
driving convictions or within the person’s lifetime after four or more prior impaired driving 
convictions may be released from detention only if the following conditions are imposed in  
addition to the condition imposed in paragraph (a), if applicable, and any other conditions of 
release ordered by the court:

(1) the impoundment of the registration plates of the vehicle used to commit the viola­
tion, unless already impounded;
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(2) if the vehicle used to commit the violation was an off-road recreational vehicle or a 
motorboat, the impoundment of the off-road recreational vehicle or motorboat;

(3) a requirement that the alleged violator report weekly to a probation agent;
(4) a requirement that the alleged violator abstain from consumption of alcohol and con­

trolled substances and submit to random alcohol tests or urine analyses at least weekly; and
(5) a requirement that, if convicted, the alleged violator reimburse the court or county 

for the total cost of these services.

[For text ofsubds Id  and 2, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 3. Criminal penalties, (a) As used in this scction:
(1) “Prior impaired driving conviction” means a prior conviction under:
(1) this section; Minnesota Statutes 1996, section 84.91, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), or 

86B.331, subdivision 1. paragraph (a); section 169.1211; section 169.129; or section 
360.0752;

(ii) section 609.21, subdivision 1, clauses (2) to (6); subdivision 2, clauses (2) to (6); 
subdivision 2a, clauses (2) to (6); subdivision 2b, clauses (2) to (6); subdivision 3, clauses (2) 
to (6); or subdivision 4, clauses (2) to (6); or

(iii) an ordinance from this state, or a statute or ordinance from another state, in confor­
mity with any provision listed in item (i) or (ii).

A prior impaired driving conviction also includes a prior juvenile adjudication that 
would have been a prior impaired driving conviction if committed by an adult.

(2) “Prior license revocation” means a driver’s license suspension, revocation, can­
cellation, denial, or disqualification under:

(1) this section or section 169.1211,169.123,171.04,171.14,171.16, 171.165,171.17, 
or 171.18 because of an alcohol-related incident:

(ii) section 609.21, subdivision 1, clauscs (2) to (6); subdivision 2, clauses (2) to (6); 
subdivision 2a, clauses (2) to (6); subdivision 2b, clauses (2) to (6); subdivision 3, clauses (2) 
to (6); or subdivision 4, clauses (2) to (6); or

(iii) an ordinance from this state, or a statute or ordinance from another state, in confor­
mity with any provision listed in item (i) or (ii).

“Prior license revocation” also means the revocation of snowmobile or all-terrain ve­
hicle operating privileges under section 84.911, or motorboat operating privileges under sec­
tion 86B.335, for violations that occurred on or after August 1,1994; the revocation of snow­
mobile or all-terrain vehicle operating privileges under section 84.91; or the revocation of 
motorboat operating privileges under section 86B.331.

(b) A person who violates subdivision 1, clause (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (g), or (h), or subdi­
vision la, or an ordinance in conformity with any of them, is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(c) A person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor under any of the fol lowing circumstances:
(.1) the person violates subdivision 1, clause (f);
(2) the person violates subdivision 1, clause (a), (b), (c), (d). (e), (g), or (h), or subdivi­

sion la:
(i) within five years of a prior impaired driving conviction or a prior license revocation;

or
(ii) wilhin ten years of the first of two or more prior impaired driving convictions, two or 

more prior license revocations, or any combination of two or more prior impaired driving 
convictions and prior license revocations, based on separate incidents;

(3) the person violates section 169.26 while in violation of subdivision 1; or
(4) the person violates subdivision 1 or la  while a child under the age of 16 is in the 

vehicle, if the child is more than 36 months younger than the violator.
A person convicted of a gross misdemeanor under this paragraph is subject to the man­

datory penalties provided in subdivision 3d.
(d) The court shall notify a person convicted of violating subdivision 1 or la  that the 

registration plates of the person’s motor vehicle may be impounded under section 168.042
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23 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.121

and the vehicle may be subject to forfeiture under section 169.1217 upon a subsequent con­
viction for violating this section, section 169.129, or section 171.24, or a subsequent license 
revocation under section 169.123. The notice must describe the conduct and the time periods 
within which the conduct must occur in order to result in plate impoundment or forfeiture. 
The failure of the court to provide this information does not affect the applicability of the 
plate impoundment or the forfeiture provision to that person.

(e) The attorney in the jurisdiction in which the violation occuired who is responsible 
for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this section shall also be responsible for pro­
secution of gross misdemeanor violations of this section.

(f) The court must impose consecutive sentences when it sentences a person for a viola­
tion of this section or section 169.129 arising out of separate behavioral incidents. The court 
also must impose a consecutive sentence when it sentences a person for a violation of this 
section or section 169.129 and the person, at the time of sentencing, is on probation for, or 
serving, an executed sentence for a violation of this section or section 169.129 and the prior 
sentence involved a separate behavioral incident. The court also may order that the sentence 
imposed for a violation of this section or section 169.129 shall run consecutively to a pre­
viously imposed misdemeanor, gross misdemeanor or felony sentence for a violation other 
than this scction or section 169.129.

(g) When the court stays the sentence of a person convicted under this section, the 
length of the stay is governed by section 609.135, subdivision 2.

(h) The court may impose consecutive sentences for offenses arising out of a single 
course of conduct as permitted in section 609.035, subdivision 2.

(i) The court shall impose consecutive sentences for a violation of this section or section
169.129 and an offense listed in section 609.035, subdivision 2, paragraph (0, arising out of 
the same course of conduct, as required by section 609.035, subdivision 2, paragraph (g).

(j) When an attorney responsible for prosecuting gross misdemeanors under this section 
requests criminal history information relating to prior impaired driving convictions from a 
court, the court must furnish the information without charge.

(k) A violation of subdivision la  may be prosecuted either in the jurisdiction where the 
arresting officer observed the defendant driving, operating, or in control of the motor vehicle 
or in the jurisdiction where the refusal occurred.

[For text o f subds 3b and 3c, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 3d. Gross misdemeanor; mandatory penalties, (a) The mandatory penalties in 
this subdivision apply to persons convicted of a gross misdemeanor under subdivision 3, 
paragraph (c), or section 169.129.

(b) A person who is convicted of a gross misdemeanor under subdivision 3. paragraph
(c), or is convicted of a gross misdemeanor violation of section 169.129 within five years of a 
prior impaired driving conviction or prior license, revocation, must be sentenced to a mini­
mum of 30 days i mprisonment, at least 48 hours of which must be served consecutively, or to 
eight hours of community work service for each day less than 30 days that the person is or­
dered to serve in jail. Notwithstanding section 609.135, the above sentence must be 
executed, unless the court departs from the mandatory minimum sentence under paragraph 
(0  or (g).

(c) A person who is convicted of a gross misdemeanor under subdivision 3, paragraph
(c), o ris convicted of a gross misdemeanor violation of section 169.129 within ten years of 
two prior impaired driving convictions, two prior license revocations, or a combination of 
the two based on separate instances, must be sentenced to either:

(1) a minimum of 90 days incarceration, at least 30 days of which must be served con­
secutively in a local correctional facility; or

(2) a program of intensive supervision of the type described in section 169.1265 that 
requires the person to consecutively serve at least six days in a local correctional facility. 
The court may order that the person serve not more than 60 days of the minimum penalty 
under clause (1) on home detention or in an intensive probation program described in section
169.1265. Notwithstanding section 609.135, the penalties in this paragraph must be imposed 
and executed. ■
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169.121 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 24

(d) A person who is convicted of a gross misdemeanor under subdivision 3, paragraph
(c), or is convicted of a gross misdemeanor violation of section 169.129 within ten years of 
three prior impaired driving convictions, three prior license revocations, or a combination of 
the two based on separate instances, must be sentenced to either:

(1) a minimum of 180 days of incarceration, at least 30 days of which must be served 
consecutively in a local correctional facility; or

(2) a program of intensive supervision of the type described in section 169.1265 that 
requires the person to consecutively serve at least six days in a local correctional facility. 
The court may order that the person serve not more than 150 days of the minimum penalty 
under clause (1) on home detention or in an intensive probation program described in section
169.1265. Notwithstanding section 609.135, the penalties in this paragraph must be imposed 
and executed.

(e) A person who is convicted of a gross misdemeanor under subdivision 3, paragraph
(c), or is convicted of a gross misdemeanor violation of section 169.129 within 15 years of 
four prior impaired driving convictions, four prior license revocations, or a combination of 
the two based on separate instances; or anytime after five or more prior impaired driving con­
victions, five or more prior license revocations, or a combination of the two based on separate 
instances, must be sentenced to either:

(1) a minimum of one year of incarceration, at least 60 days of which must be served 
consecutively in a local correctional facility; or

(2) a program of intensive supervision of the type described in section 169.1265 that 
requires the person to consecutively serve at least six days in a local correctional facility. 
The court may order that the person serve the remainder of the minimum penalty under 
clause (1) on intensive probation using an electronic monitoring system or, if such a system is 
unavailable, on home detention. Notwithstanding section 609.135, the penalties in this para­
graph must be imposed and executed.

(f) Prior to sentencing, the prosecutor may file a motion to have a defendant described in 
paragraph (b) sentenced without regard to the mandatory minimum sentence established by 
that paragraph. The motion must be accompanied by a statement on the record of the reasons 
for it. When presented with the prosecutor’s motion and if it finds that substantial mitigating 
factors exist, the court shall sentence the defendant without regard to the mandatory mini­
mum sentence established by paragraph (b).

(g) The court may, on its own motion, sentence a defendant described in paragraph (b) 
without regard to the mandatory minimum sentence established by that paragraph if it finds 
that substantial mitigating factors exist and if its sentencing departure is accompanied by a 
statement on the record of the reasons for it. The court also may sentence the defendant with­
out regard to the mandatory minimum sentence established by paragraph (b) if the defendant 
is sentenced to probation and ordered to participate in a program established under section
169.1265.

(h) When any portion of the sentence required by paragraph (b) is not executed, the 
court should impose a sentence that is proportional to the extent of the offender’s prior crimi­
nal and moving traffic violation record. Any sentence required under paragraph (b) must in7 
elude a mandatory sentence that is not subject to suspension or a stay of imposition or execu­
tion, and that includes incarceration for not less than 48 consecutive hours or at least 80 hours 
of community work service.

Subd. 3e. [Repealed, 1999 c 194 s 11]
Subd. 3f. Long-term  monitoring, (a) This subdivision applies to a person convicted

of:
(1) a violation of subdivision 1 or la  within five years of two prior impaired driving 

convictions, or within ten years of three or more prior impaired driving convictions;
(2) a second or subsequent violation of subdivision 1 or 1 a, if the person is under the age 

of 19 years;
(3) a violation of subdivision 1 or la, while the person’s driver’s license or driving privi­

leges have been cancelcd under section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (10); or
(4) a violation of section 169.129.

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1999 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1999 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



25 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.121

(b) When the court sentences a person described in paragraph (a) to a stayed sentence 
and when electronic monitoring equipment is available to the court, the court shall require 
that the person participate in a program of electronic alcohol monitoring in addition to any 
other conditions of probation or jail time it imposes. During the first one-third of the person’s 
probationary term, the electronic alcohol monitoring must be continuous and involve mea­
surements of the person’s alcohol at least three times a day. During the remainder of the per­
son’s probationary term, the electronic alcohol monitoring may be intermittent, as deter­
mined by the court. The court shall require partial or total reimbursement from the person for 
the cost of the electronic alcohol monitoring, to the extent the person is able to pay.

Subd. 4. Administrative penalties, (a) The commissioner of public safety shall revoke 
the driver’s license of a person convicted of violating this section or an ordinance in confor­
mity with it as follows:

(1) for an offense under subdivision 1: not less than 30 days;
(2) for an offense under subdivision la: not less than 90 days;
(3) for an offense occurring within five years after a prior impaired driving conviction 

or aprior license revocation, or any time after two or more prior impaired driving convictions 
or prior license revocations: (i) if the current conviction is for a violation of subdivision 1, not 
less than 180 days and until the court has certified that treatment or rehabilitation has been 
successfully completed where prescribed in accordance with section 169.126; or (ii; if the 
current conviction is for a violation of subdivision la, not less than one year and until the 
court has certified that treatment or rehabilitation has been successfully completed where 
prescribed in accordance with section 169.126;

(4) for an offense occurring within five years after the first of two prior impaired driving 
convictions or prior license revocations: not less than one year, together with denial under 
section 171.04, subdivision I, clause (10),.until rehabilitation is established in accordance 
with standards established by the commissioner;

(5) for an offense occurring any time after three or more prior impaired driving convic­
tions or prior license revocations: not less than two years, together with denial under section 
171.04, subdivision 1, clause (10), until rehabilitation is established in accordance with stan­
dards established by the commissioner.

(b) If the person convicted of violating this section is under the age of 21 years at the 
time of the violation, the commissioner of public safety shall revoke the offender’s driver’s 
license or operating privileges for a period of six months or for the appropriate period of time 
under paragraph (a), clauses ( I) to (5), for the offense committed, whichever is the greatest 
period.

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, a juvenile adjudication under this section, section
169.129, an ordinance in conformity with either of them, or a statute or ordinance from 
another state in conformity with either of them is an offense.

(d) Whenever department records show that the violation involved personal injury or 
death to any person, not less than 90 additional days shall be added to the base periods pro­
vided above.

(e) If the person is convicted of violating subdivision 1, paragraph (f), the commissioner 
of public safety shall revoke the person’s driver’s license for twice the period of time other­
wise provided for in this subdivision.

(f) Except for a person whose license has been revoked under paragraph (b), and except 
for a person who commits a violation described in subdivision 3, paragraph (c), clause (4), 
(child endangerment), any person whose license has been revoked pursuant to section 
169.123 as the result of the same incident, and who does not have a prior impaired driving 
conviction or prior license revocation, is subject to the mandatory revocation provisions of 
paragraph (a), clause (1) or (2). in lieu of the mandatory revocation provisions of section
169.123.

[For text o f  subds 5 to 12, see M.S.1998]

History: 1999 c 194 s 1-3; 1999 c. 231 s 164; 1999 c 238 art 2 s 91
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169.1217 VEHICLE FORFEITURE FOR DESIGNATED OFFENSE OR LICENSE 
REVOCATION.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. As used in this section, the following terms have the mean­
ings given them:

(a) “Appropriate agency” means a law enforcement agency that has the authority to 
make an arrest for a violation of a designated offense or to require a test under section
169.123.

(b) “Designated license revocation” includes a license revocation under section 
169.123:

(1) within five years of two prior impaired driving convictions, two prior license re­
vocations, or a prior impaired driving conviction and a prior license revocation, based on 
separate incidents; or

(2) within 15 years of the first of three or more prior impaired driving convictions, three 
or more prior license revocations, or any combination of three or more prior impaired driving 
convictions and prior license revocations, based on separate incidents.

(c) “Designated offense” includes:
(1) a violation of section 169.121, subdivision 1, clause (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (g), or (h), 

subdivision la, an ordinance in conformity with any of them, or section 169.129:
(1) within five years of two prior impaired driving convictions, or two prior license re­

vocations, or a prior impaired driving conviction and a prior license revocation, based on 
separate incidents; or

(ii) within 15 years of the first of three or more prior impaired driving convictions, three 
or more prior license revocations, or any combination of three or more impaired driving con­
victions and prior license revocations, based on separate incidents;

(2) a violation of section 169.121, subdivision I, clause (f), or a violation of seclion
169.121, subdivision 3, paragraph (c), clause (4):

(i) within five years of a prior impaired driving conviction or a prior license revocation;
or

(ii) within 15 years of the first of two or more prior impaired driving convictions, two or 
more prior license revocations, or a prior impaired driving conviction and a prior license re­
vocation, based on separate incidents: or

(3) a violation of seclion 169.121, an ordinance in conformity with it, or section 
169.129:

(i) by a person whose driver's license or driving privileges have been canceled under 
section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (10); or

(ii) by a person who is subject to a restriction on the person's driver’s license under sec­
tion 171.09 which provides that the person may not use or consume any amount of alcohol or 
a controlled substance.

.(d) “Motor vehicle” and “vehicle” have the meaning given “motor vehicle” in section
169.121, subdivision 11. The terms do not include a vehicle which is stolen or taken in viola-- 
tion of the law.

(e) “Owner” means the registered owner of the motor vehicle according to records of 
the department of public safety and includes a lessee of a motor vehicle if the lease agreement 
has a term of 180 days or more.

(f) “Prior impaired driving conviction" has the meaning given it in section 169.121, 
subdivision 3. A prior impaired driving conviction also includes a prior juvenile adjudication 
that would have been a prior impaired driving conviction if committed by an adult.

(g) “Prior license revocation” has the meaning given it in seclion ] 69.121, subdivision
3.

(h) “Prosecuting authority” means the attorney in the jurisdiction in which the desig­
nated offense occurred who is responsible for prosecuting violations of a designated offense.

[For text o f  subds 2 to 6, see M.S. J998]

Subd. 7. Limitations on forfeiture of motor vehicle, (a) A vehicle is subject to forfei­
ture under this section only if:
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(1) the driver is convictcd of the designated offense upon which the forfeiture is based;
(2) the driver fails to appear w ith respect to the designated offense charge in v io la tion  o f 

section 609.49; Or

(3) the driver’s conduct results in a designated license revocation and the driver either 
fails to seek administrative or judicial review of the revocation in a timely manner as required 
by section 169.123, subdivision 5b or 5c. or the revocation is sustained under section
169.123, subdivision 5b or 6.

(b) A vehicle encumbered by a bona fide security interest, or subject to a lease that has a 
term of 180 days or more, is subject to the interest of the secured party or lessor unless the 
party or lessor had knowledge of or consented to the act upon which the forfeiture is based. 
However, when the proceeds of the sale of a seized vehicle do not equal or exceed the out­
standing loan balance, the appropriate agency shall remit all proceeds of the sale to the se­
cured party. Tf the sale of the vehicle is conducted in a commercially reasonable manner con­
sistent with the provisions of section 336.9-504, clause (3), the agency is not liable to the 
secured party for any amount owed on the loan in excess o f  the sale proceeds if the secured 
party received notification of the time and place of the sale at least three days prior to the sale.

(c) Notwithstanding paragraphs (b) and (d). the secured parly’s, lessor’s, or owner’s in­
terest in a vehicle is not subject to forfeiture based solely on the secured party’s, lessor’s, or 
owner’s knowledge of the act or omission upon which the forfeiture is based if the secured 
party, lessor, or owner took reasonable steps to terminate use of the vehicle by the offender.

(d) A motor vehicle is subject to forfeiture under this section only if its owner knew or 
should have known of the unlawful use or intended use.

(e) A vehicle subject to a security interest, based upon a loan or other financing arranged 
by a financial institution, is subject to the interest of the financial institution.

Subd. 7a. Administrative forfeiture procedure, (a) A motor vehicle used to commit a 
designated offense or used in conduct resulting in a designated license revocation is subject 
to administrative forfeiture under this subdivision.

(b) When a motor vehicle is seized under subdivision 2, the appropriate agency shall 
serve the driver or operator of the vehicle with a notice of the seizure and intent to forfeit the 
vehicle. Additionally, when a motor vehicle is seized under subdivision 2. or within a reason­
able time after that, all persons known to have an ownership, possessory, or security interest 
in the vehicle must be notified of the seizure arid the intent to forfeit the vehicle. The notifica­
tion to a person known to have a security interest in the vehicle is required only if the vehicle 
is registered under chapter 168 and the interest is listed on the vehicle’s title. Notice mailed 
by certified mai 1 to the address shown in department of public safety records is sufficient no­
tice to the registered owner of the vehicle. Otherwise, notice may be given in the manner pro­
vided by law for service of a summons in a civil action.

(c) The notice must be in writing and contain:
( 1) a description of the vehicle seized;
(2) the date of seizure; and
(3) notice of the right to obtain judicial revie w of the forfeiture and of the procedure for 

obtaining that judicial review, printed in English. Hmong, and Spanish. Substantially the fol­
lowing language must appear conspicuously: “IF YOU DO NOT DEMAND JUDICIAL 
REVIEW EXACTLY AS PRESCRIBED IN MINNESOTA STATUTES. SECTION 
169.1217, SUBDIVISION 7a, YOU LOSE THE RIGHT TO A JUDICIAL DETERMINA­
TION OF THIS FORFEITURE AND YOU LOSE ANY RIGHT YOU MAY HAVE TO 
THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY YOU MAY NOT HAVE TO PAY THE FILING 
FEE FOR THE DEMAND IF DETERMINED YOU ARE UNABLE TO AFFORD THE 
FEE. IF THE PROPERTY IS WORTH $7,500 OR LESS, YOU MAY FILE YOUR CLAIM 
IN CONCILIATION COURT. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PAY THE CONCILIATION 
COURT FILING FEE TF THE PROPERTY IS WORTH LESS THAN S500.”

(d) Within 30 days following service of a notice of seizure and forfeiture under this sub­
division, a claimant may file a demand for a judicial determination of the forfeiture. The de­
mand must be in the form of a civil complaint and must be filed with the court administrator 
in the county in which the seizure occurred, together with proof of service of a copy of the 
complaint on the prosecuting authority having jurisdiction over the forfeiture, and the stan­
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dard filing fee for civil actions unless the petitioner has the right to sue in forma pauperis 
under scction 563.01. If the value of the seized property is $7,500 or less, the claimant may 
file an action in conciliation court for recovery of the seized vehicle. If the value of the seized 
property is less than $500, the claimant does not have to pay the conciliation court filing fee. 
No responsive pleading is required of the prosecuting authority and no court fees may be 
charged for the prosecuting authority’s appearance in the matter. Except as provided in this 
section, judicial reviews and hearings are governed by section 169.123, subdivisions 5c and 
6, and shall take place at the same time as any judicial review of the person’s license revoca­
tion under section 169.123. The proceedings may be combined with any hearing on a petition 
filed under section 169.123, subdivision 5c, and are governed by the rules of civil procedure.

(e) The complaint must be captioned in the name of the claimant as plaintiff and the 
seized vehicle as defendant, and must state with specificity the grounds on which the claim­
ant alleges the vehicle was improperly seized and the plaintiff’s interest in the vehicle seized. 
Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, an action for the return of a vehicle seized under this 
section may not be maintained by or on behalf of any person who has been served with a no­
tice of seizure and forfeiture unless the person has complied with this subdivision.

(f) If the claimant makes a timely demand for a judicial determination under this subdi­
vision, the appropriate agency must conduct the forfeiture under subdivision 8.

(g) If a demand for judicial determination of an administrative forfeiture is filed under 
this subdivision and the court orders the return of the seized vehicle, the court shall order that 
filing fees be reimbursed to the person who filed the demand. Tn addition, the court may order 
sanctions under section 549.211.

[For text o f subd 8, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 9. Disposition offorfeitcd vehicle, (a) If the vehicle is administratively forfeited 
under subdivision 7a, or if the court finds under subdivision 8 that the vehicle is subject to 
forfeiture under subdivisions 6 and 7, the appropriate agency shall:

(1) sell the vehicle and distribute the proceeds under paragraph (b); or
(2) keep the vehicle for official use. If the agency keeps a forfeited motor vehicle for 

official use, it shall make reasonable efforts to ensure that the motor vehicle is available for 
use by the agency’s officers who participate in the drug abuse resistance education program.

(b) The proceeds from the sale of forfeited vehicles, after payment of seizure, storage, 
forfeiture, and sale expenses, and satisfaction of valid liens against the property, must be for­
warded to the treasury of the political subdivision that employs the appropriate agency re­
sponsible for the forfeiture for use in DW I-rclated enforcement, training and education. If 
the appropriate agency is an agency of state government, the net proceeds must be forwarded 
to the state treasury and credited to the following funds:

(1) if the forfeited vehicle is a motorboat, the net proceeds must be credited to the water 
recreation account in the natural resources fund;

(2) if the forfeited vehicle is a snowmobile, the net proceeds must be credited to the 
snowmobile trails and enforcement account in the natural resources fund;

(3) if the forfeited vehicle is an all-terrain vehicle, the net proceeds must be credited to 
the all-terrain vehicle account in the natural resources fund;

(4) if the forfeited vehicle is an off-highway motorcycle, the net proceeds must be cred­
ited to the off-highway motorcyclc account in the natural resources fund;

(5) if the forfeited vehicle is an off-road vehicle, the net proceeds must be credited to the 
off-road vehicle account in the natural resources fund; and

(6) if otherwise, the net proceeds must be credited to the general fund.
Historv: 7999 c 4 s 3; 1999 c 86 art 1 s 39; 1999 c 225 s 1.2; 1999 c 231 s 165; 

1999 c 238 art 2 s 91

169.122 OPEN BOTTLE LAW; PENALTY.
[For text o f  subds I to 4, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 5. Exceptions. This section does not apply to the possession or consumption of 
alcoholic beverages by passengers in:
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(1) a bus that is operated by a motor carrier of passengers, as defined in section 221.011, 
subdivision 48; or

(2) a vehicle providing limousine service as defined in section 221.84, subdivision 1.
History: 1999 c 238 art 2 s 15

169.123 CHEMICAL TESTS FOR INTOXICATION.
Subdivision 1. Peace officer defined. For purposes of this section, section 169.121, and 

section 169.1211, the term peace officer means (1) a state patrol officer, (2) University of 
Minnesota peace officer, (3) a constable as defined.in section 367.40, subdivision 3, (4) po­
lice officer of any municipality, including towns having powers under section 368.01, or 
county, and (5) for purposes of violations of those sections in or on an off-road recreational 
vehicle or motorboat, or for violations of section 97B:065 or 97B.066, a state conservation 
officer.

[For text o f  subcls 2 to 5b, see M.S.199SJ

Subd. 5c. Petition for judicial review, (a) Within 30 days following reccipt of a notice 
and order of revocation or disqualification pursuant to this section, a person may petition the 
court for review. The petition shall be filed with the district court administrator in the county 
where the alleged offense occurred, together with proof of service of a copy on the commis­
sioner of public safety, and accompanied by the standard filing fee for civil actions. No re­
sponsive pleading shall be required of the commissioner of public safety, and no court fees 
shall be charged for the appearance of the commissioner of public safety in the matter.

(b) The petition must:
(1) be captioned in the full name of the person making the petition as petitioner and the 

commissioner.of public safety as respondent;
(2) include the petitioner’s date of birth, driver’s license number, and date of the of­

fense; and
(3) state with specificity the grounds upon which the petitioner seeks rescission of the 

order of revocation, disqualification, or denial.
(c) The filing of the petition shall not stay the revocation, disqualification, or denial. The 

reviewing court may order a stay of the balance of the revocation or disqualification if the 
hearing has not been conducted within 60 days after filing of the petition upon terms the court 
deems proper.

(d) Judicial reviews shall be conducted according to the rules of civil procedure except 
that prehearing discovery is mandatory' and is limited to:

(1) the notice of revocation;
(2) the test record, or in the case of blood or urine tests, the certificate of analysis;
(3) the peace officer’s certificate and any accompanying documentation submitted by 

the arresting officer to the commissioner of public safety; and
(4) disclosure of potential witnesses, including experts, and the basis of their testimony. 

Other types of discovery are available only upon order of the court.

[For text o f  subds 6 to 10, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 124 s 1; 1999 c 231 s 166

169.129 AGGRAVATED DW1-RELATED VIOLATIONS; PENALTY.
Subdivision 1. Crime. It is a gross misdemeanor for any person to drive, operate, or be 

in physical control of a motor vehicle, the operation of which requires a driver’s license, 
within this state or upon the ice of any boundary water of this state in violation of section
169.121 or an ordinance in conformity with it before the person’s driver’s license or driving 
privilege has been reinstated following its cancellation, suspension, revocation, disqualifica­
tion, or denial under any of the following:

(1) section 169.121, 169.1211, or 169.123;.
(2) section 171.04,171.14,171.16,171.17, or 171.18 because of an alcohol-related in­

cident;
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(3) section 609.21, subdivision 1, clauses (2) to (6); subdivision 2, clauses (2) to (6); 
subdivision 2a, clauses (2) to (6); subdivision 2b, clauses (2) to (6); subdivision 3, clauses (2) 
to (6); or subdivision 4, clauses (2) to (6).

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1999 c 194 s 11]

[For text o f subd 3, see M.S.1998j

History: 7 999 c 194 s 4

169.14 SPEED LIMITS, ZONES; RADAR.

[ For text o f  subd 1, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 2. Speed limits, (a) Where no special hazard exists the following speeds shall be 
lawful, but any speeds in cxcess of such limits shall be prima facie evidence that the speed is 
not reasonable or prudent and that it is unlawful; except that the speed limit within any mu­
nicipality shall be a maximum limit and any speed in excess thereof shall be unlawful:

(1) 30 miles per hour in an urban district or on a town road in a rural residential district;
(2) 65 miles per hour on non-Interstate freeways and expressways, as defined in section 

160.02, subdivision 16;
(3) 55 miles per hour in locations other than those specified in this section;
(4) 70 miles per hour on Interstate highways outside the limits of any urbanized area 

with a population of greater than 50,000 as defined by order of the commissioner of trans­
portation;

(5) 65 miles per hour on Interstate highways inside the limits of any urbanized area with 
a population of greater than 50,000 as defined by order of the commissioner of transporta­
tion;

(6) ten miles per hour in alleys; and
(7) 25 miles per hour in residentialroadways if adopted by the road authority having 

jurisdiction over the residential roadway.
(b) A speed limit adopted under paragraph (a), clause (7), is not effective unless the road 

authority has erected signs designating the speed limit and indicating the beginning and end 
of the residential roadway on which the speed limit applies.

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, “rural residential district” means the territory con­
tiguous to and including any town road within a subdivision or plat of land that is built up 
with dwelling houses at intervals of less than 300 feet for a distance of one-quarter mile or 
more.

[For text o f subds 3 to 12, see M.S.1998]

History: 1999 c 44 s 1

169.345 PARKING PRIVILEGE FOR PHYSICALLY DISABLED.
Subdivision 1. Scope of privilege, (a) A vehicle that prominently displays the certifi­

cate authorized by this section or that bears license plates issued under section 168.021, may 
be parked by or solely for the benefit of a physically disabled person:

(1) in a designated parking space for disabled persons, as provided in section 169.346;
(2) in a metered parking space without obligation to pay the meter fee and without time 

restrictions unless time restrictions are separately posted on official signs; and
(3) without lime restrictions in a nonmetered space where parking is otherwise allowed 

forpassenger vehicles but restricted to a maximum period of time and which does not specifi­
cally prohibit the exercise of disabled parking privileges in that space.
A person may park a vehicle for a physically disabled person in a parking space described in 
clause (1) or (2) only when actually transporting the physically disabled person for the sole 
benefit of that person and when the parking space is within a reasonable distance from the 
drop-off point.
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(b) For purposes of this subdivision, a certificate is prominently displayed if it is dis­
played so that it may be viewed from the front and rear of the vehicle by hanging it from the 
rearview mirror attached to the front windshield of the vehicle. If  there is no rearview mirror 
or if the certificate holder’s disability precludes placing the certificate on the mirror, the plac­
ard must be displayed on the dashboard on the driver’s side of the vehicle. No part of the cer­
tificate may be obscured.

‘(c) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), clauses (1), (2), and (3), this section does not permit 
parking in areas prohibited by sections 169.32 and 169.34. in designated no parking spaces, 
or in parking spaces reserved for specified purposes or vehicles. A local governmental unit 
may, by ordinance, prohibit parking on any street or highway to create a fire lane, or to ac­
commodate heavy traffic during morning and afternoon rush hours and these ordinances also 
apply to physically disabled persons.

I For text o f subds 2 and 2a, see M.S.] 998]

Subd. 3. Identifying certificate, (a) The division of driver and vehicle services in the 
department of public safety shall issue ( I j immediately, a temporary permit valid for 30 days, 
if the person is eligible for the certificate issued under this paragraph, and (2) a special identi­
fying certificate for a motor vehicle when a physically disabled applicant submits proof of 
physical disability under subdivision 2a. The commissioner shall design separate certificates 
for persons with permanent and temporary disabilities that can be readily distinguished from 
each other from outside a vehicle at a distance of 25 feet. The certificate is valid for six years, 
if the disability is specified in the physician’s or chiropractor’s statement as permanent, and 
is valid for a period not to exceed six months, if the disability is specified as temporary.

(b) When the commissioner is satisfied that a motor vehicle is used primarily for the 
purpose of transporting physically disabled persons, the division may issue without charge
(1) immediately, a temporary permit valid for 30 days, if the operator is eligible for the certif­
icate issued under this paragraph, and (2) a special identifying certificate for the vehicle. The 
operator of a vehicle displaying the certificate or temporary permit has the parking privileges 
provided in subdi vision 1 only whi le the vehicle is actually in use for transporting physically 
disabled persons. The certificate issued to a person transporting physically disabled persons 
must be renewed every third year. On application and renewal, the person must present evi­
dence that the vehicle continues to be used for transporting physically disabled persons: 
When the commissioner of public safety issues commercial certificates to an organization, 
the commissioner shall require documentation satisfactory to the commissioner from each 
organization that procedures and controls have been implemented to ensure that the parking 
privileges available under this section will not be abused.

(c) A certificate must be made of plastic or similar durable material and must bear its 
expiration date prominently on both sides. A certificate issued prior to January 1,1994, must 
bear its expiration date prominently on its face and will remain valid until that date or Decem­
ber 31,2000, whichever shall come first. A certificate issued to a temporarily disabled person 
must display the date of expiration of the duration of the disability, as determined under para­
graph (a). Each applicant must be provided a summary of the parking privileges and restric­
tions that apply to each vehicle for which the certificate is used. The commissioner may 
charge a fee of $5 for issuance or renewal of a certi ficate or temporary permit, and a fee of S5 
for a duplicate to replace a lost, stolen, or damaged certificate or temporary permit. The com­
missioner shall not charge a fee for issuing a certificate to a person who has paid a fee for 
issuance of a temporary permit. The commissioner shall not issue more than three replace­
ment certificates within any six-year period without the approval of the council on disability.

Subd. 4. Unauthorized use; revocation; misdemeanor. If a peace officer, authorized 
parking enforcement employee or agent of a statutory or home rule charter city or town, or 
authorized agent of the citizen enforcement program finds that the certificate or temporary 
permit is being improperly used, the officer, municipal employee, or agent shall report the 
violation to the division of driver and vehicle services in the department of public safety and 
the commissioner of public safety may revoke the certificate or temporary permit. A person 
who uses the certificate or temporary permit in violation of this section is guilty of a misde­
meanor and is subject to a fine of S500.

History: 1999 c 238 art 2 s 16-18
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169.346 DISABILITY PARKING SPACES; REQUIREMENTS, PROHIBITIONS, 
ENFORCEMENT.

[For text o f  subds 1 and 2, see M .S.1998]

Subd. 3. Misdemeanor; enforcement. A person who violates subdivision 1 is guilty of 
a misdemeanor and shall be fined not less than $100 or more than $200: This subdivision 
shall be enforced in the same.manner as parking ordinances or regulations in the governmen­
tal subdivision in which the violation occurs. Law enforcement officers have the authority to 
tag vehicles parked on either private or public property in violation of subdivision 1. Parking 
enforcement employees or agents of statutory or home rule charter cities or towns have the 
authority to tag or otherwise issue citations for vehicles parked on public property in viola­
tion of subdivision 1. If a holder of a disability certificate or disability plates allows a person 
who is not otherwise eligible to use the certificate or plates, then the holder shall not be eligi­
ble to be issued or to use a disability certificate or plates for 12 months after the date of viola­
tion. A physically disabled person, or a person parking a vehicle for a disabled person, who is 
charged with violating subdivision 1 because the person parked in a parking space for physi­
cally disabled persons without the required certificate, license plates, or temporary permit 
shall not be convicted if the person produces in court or before the court appearance the re­
quired certificate, temporary permit, or evidence that the person has been issued license 
plates under section 168.021, and demonstrates entitlement to the certificate, plates, or tem­
porary permit at the time of arrest or tagging.

[For text o f subd 4, see M.S. 1998]

Subd. 5. Local ordinance; long-term parking. A statutory or home rule charter city 
may enact an ordinance establishing a permit program for long-term parking.

History: 1999 c 238 art 2 s 19,20

169.448 OTHER BUSES.
I For text o f subd 1, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 2. School motor coach, (a) A school district may not acquire a motor coach for 
transportation purposes.

(b) A motor coach acquired by a school district before March 26, 1986, may be used by 
it only to transport students participating in school activities, their instructors, and support­
ing personnel to and from school activities. A motor coach may not be outwardly equipped 
and identified as a school bus. A motor coach operated under this subdivision is not a school 
bus for purposes of section 123B.92. The commissioner of children, families, and learning 
shall implement rules governing the equipment, identification, operation, inspection, and 
certification of motor coaches operated under this subdivision.

(c) After January 1,1998, a school district may not own or operate a motor coach for any 
purpose.

[For text o f  subd 3, see M.S.1998]

History: 7998 c 398 art 5 s 55

169.471 TELEVISION; HEADPHONES.
Subdivision 1. Television screen in vehicle. No television screen shall be installed or 

used in any motor vehicle where it is visible to the driver while operating the motor vehicle 
except:

(1) video screens installed in law enforcement vehicles;
(2) closed circuit video systems used exclusively to aid the driver’s visibility to the rear 

or sides of the vehicle; and
(3) video screens installed as part of a vehicle control system or used in intelligent ve­

hicle highway applications.
[For text o f  subd 2, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 131 s 2

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1999 SUPPLEMENT

Copyright © 1999 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.
                                                                



33 TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 169.685

169.55 LIGHTS ON ALL VEHICLES.
Subdivision 1. Lights or reflectors required. At the times when lighted lamps on ve­

hicles are required each vehicle including an animal-drawn vehicle and any vehicle specifi­
cally excepted in sections 169.47 to 169.79, with respect to equipment and not hereinbefore 
specifically required to be equipped with lamps, shall be equipped with one or more lighted 
lamps or lanterns projecting a white light visible from a distance of 500 feet to the front of the 
vehicle and with a lamp or lantern exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of 500 feet to 
the rear, except that reflectors meeting the maximum requirements of this chapter may be 
used in lieu of the lights required in this subdivision. It shall be unlawful except as otherwise 
provided in this subdivision, to project a white light to the rear of any such vehicle while trav­
eling on any street or highway, unless such vehicle is moving in reverse. A lighting device 
mounted on top of a vehicle engaged in deliveries to residences may project a white light to 
the rear if the sign projects one or more additional colors to the rear. An authorized emergen­
cy vehicle may display an oscillating, alternating, or rotating white light used in connection 
with an oscillating, alternating, or rotating red light when responding to emergency calls.

[For text ofsubds 2 and 3, see M .SJ998J

History: 1999 c 238 art 2 s 21
N O T E: The amendment to subdivision I by Laws 1999. chapter 238, article 2, scction 2 1, is repealed on July 31,2000. Laws 

1999. chaptcr 238, article 2. scction 93.

169.58 IDENTIFICATION LAMPS.

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 4. Lighted sign on vehicle. A vehicle engaged in deliveries to residences may 
display a lighting device mounted on the vehicle, which may project a red light to the front if 
the sign projects one or more additional colors to the front.

History: 1999 c 238 art 2 s 22
N O T E: Subdivision 4. as added by Laws 1999, chapter 238, article 2, scction 22, is repealed on July 31. 2000. Laws 1999, 

chapter 238, article 2, section 93.

169.64 PROHIBITED LIGHTS; EXCEPTIONS.

] For text o f subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 4. Blue light, (a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c), blue lights are pro­
hibited on all vehicles except road maintenance equipment and snow removal equipment op­
erated by or under contract to the state or a political subdivision thereof.

(b) Authorized emergency vehicles may display flashing blue lights to the rear of the 
vehicle as a warning signal in combination with other lights permitted or required by this 
chapter.

(c) A motorcycle may display a blue light of up to one inch diameter as part of the motor­
cycle’s rear brake light.

] For text o f subds 5 to 10, see M.S. 1998]

History: 1999 c 35 s 1

169.685 SEAT BELT; PASSENGER RESTRAINT SYSTEM FOR CHILDREN.

[For text o f  subds 1 to 3, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 4. Admissibility into evidence, (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), proof of 
the use or failure to use seat belts or a child passenger restraint system as described in subdivi­
sion 5, or proof of the installation or failure of installation of seat belts or a child passenger 
restraint system as described in subdivision 5 shall not be admissible in evidence in any liti­
gation involving personal injuries or property damage resulting from the use or operation of 
any motor vehicle.
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(b) Paragraph (a) does not affect the right of a person to bring an action for damages 
arising out of an incident that involves a defectively designed, manufactured, installed, or 
operating seat belt or child passenger restraint system. Paragraph (a) does not prohibit the 

. introduction of evidence pertaining to the use of a seat belt or child passenger restraint system 
in an action described in this paragraph.

[For text o f subds 5 to 7, see M.S.1998]

History: 1999 c 106 s 1

169.832 WEIGHT LIMITATIONS ON DESIGNATED ROUTES.

[ For text o f subd 11, see M.S. 1998/

Subd. 13. [Repealed, 1999 c 230 s 46]

169.87 SEASONAL LOAD RESTRICTION; ROUTE DESIGNATION.

I For text o f subd 1, see M.S.19981

Subd. 2. Seasonal load restriction. Except for portland cement concrete roads, be­
tween the dates set by the commissioner of transportation each year, the weight on any single 
axle shall not exceed five tons on a county highway, town road, or city street that has not been 
restricted as provided in subdivision 1. The gross weight on consecutive axles shall not ex­
ceed the gross weight allowed in section 169.825 multiplied by a factor of five divided by 
nine. This reduction shall not apply to the gross vehicle weight.

[For text o f subd 3, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 4. Vehicle transporting milk. Until June 1,2003, a weight restriction imposed 
under subdivision 1 by the commissioner of transportation or a local road authority, or im­
posed by subdivision 2, does not apply to a vehiclc transporting milk from the point of pro­
duction to the point of first processing if, at the time the weight restriction is exceeded, the 
vehicle is carrying milk loaded at only one point of production. This subdivision does not 
authorize a vehicle described in this subdivision to exceed a weight restriction of five tons per 
axle by more than two tons per axle.

History: 1999 c 154 s 2; 1999 c 230 s 16

169.974 MOTORCYCLE, MOTOR SCOOTER, MOTOR BIKE.

[For text o f subd I, see M.S.1998]

Subd. 2. License requirements. No person shall operate a motorcycle on any street or 
highway without having a valid standard driver's license with a two-wheeled vehicle en­
dorsement as provided by law. No such two-wheeled vehicle endorsement shall be issued 
unless the person applying therefor has in possession a valid two-wheeled vehicle instruc­
tion permit as provided herein, has passed a written examination and road test administered 
by the department of public safety for such endorsement, and, in the case of applicants under 
18 years of age, shall present a certificate or other evidence of having successfully completed 
an approved two-wheeled vehicle driver’s safety course in this or another state, in accord­
ance with rules promulgated by the commissioner of children, families, and learning for 
courses offered through the public schools, or rules promulgated by the commissioner of 
public safety for courses offered by a private or commercial school or institute. The commis­
sioner of public safety may waive the road test for any applicant on determining that the ap­
plicant possesses a valid license to operate a two-wheeled vehicle issued by a jurisdiction 
that requires a comparable road test for license issuance. A two-wheeled vehicle instruction 
permit shal 1 be issued to any person over 16 years of age, who is in possession of a valid driv­
er’s license, who is enrolled in an approved two-wheeled vehicle driver’s safety course, and 
who has passed a written examination for such permit and has paid such fee as the commis­
sioner of public safety shall prescribe. A two-wheeled vehicle instruction permit shall be
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effective for one year, and may be renewed under rules to be prescribed by the commissioner 
of public safety.

No person who is operating by virtue of a two-wheeled vehicle instruction permit shall:
(a) carry any passengers on the streets and highways of this state on the motorcycle 

which the person is operating:
(b) drive the motorcycle at nighttime;
(c) drive the motorcycle on any highway marked by the commissioner as an interstate 

highway pursuant to title 23 of the United States Code; or
(d) drive the motorcycle without wearing protective headgear that complies with stan­

dards established by the commissioner of public safety.
Notwithstanding the provisions of this subdivision, the commissioner of public safety 

may, however, issue a special motorcycle permit, restricted or qualified in such manner as the 
commissioner of public safety shall deem proper, to any person demonstrating a need there­
for and unable to qualify for a standard driver’s license.

[For text ofsubds 3 to 5 , see M.S.1998]

Subd. 6. [Repealed, 1999 c 230 s 46]

[For text o f subd 7, see M.S. 1998j

History: 1998 c 398 a n  5 s 55
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