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DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND TRAINING SCHOOLS

CHAPTER 171
DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND TRAINING SCHOOLS

Definitions

DRIVERS' LICENSES
Dniver’s license division
Licenses, types, endorsements,
restrictions
Persons exempt
Persons not eligible for drivers’
licenses ,
Restricted license for farm work
Driver’s license for medical reason
Notice of persons under driver’s
license cancellation
Instruction permit
Provisional license
Application for license, permit or
rdentification card, fees
Driver’s license agent
Information on license and
dentification card
Photograph on license or
1dentification card
Licensee to have license in
possession
Comurnissioner may 1mpose
restrictions
Duplicate license. vehicle
endorsement
Duplicate license, change of domicile
or name
Dnving record, filing, private data,
surcharge
Use of another’s residence address
Examination
Physician reporting to comrmissioner
Cancellation
Nonrestdent’s drivig privilege
Court may recommend suspension
Commercial driver’s license,
disqualification
Review of disqualification
Revocation
Suspension, 1llegal purchase of
alcohol or tobacco
Revocation, controlled substance
offense
Suspension, underage drinking
offense
Revocation, fleeing peace officer
offense
Suspension
Resident driving privilege
Suspenston, unimsured vehicle
Sausfaction of judgment
Installment payments

171.01 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Scope. Unless the language or context clearly indicates that a different
meaning is intended, the following words, terms, and phrases, for the purposes of this chap-

ter, shall be given the meanings subjoined to them.

450

171 185 Costs paid from trunk highway fund

171 186 Suspension, nonpayment of support

171 19 Petition for license reinstatement

17120 Minnesota license required to operate
vehicle, remstatement fee

17121 Copy of record as evidence

17122 Unlawful acts relating to driver’s
license

17123 Renting vehicle to unhicensed driver

171 24 Violations, driving without vahd
license

171 241 Chapter violations, misdemeanors

17125 Enforcement, delegatuon of authority

17126 Money credtted to funds

17127 Expiration of license

17128 Citation, Driver’s License Law

17129 Revoked license, exammmation for
new license

17130 Limuted hicense

171 302 License violations, consecutive
sentencing

171305 Ignition 1nterlock device, pilot
program, license condition

171 31 Person receiving benefits for
blindness, discovery of information

17132 Action upon 1nformation relating to
blindness

171,321 Qualifications of school bus dniver

1713215  Canceling bus endorsement for
certain offenses

171322 Age limut for operator of vehicle for
hire

DRIVER TRAINING SCHOOLS

17133 Dnver training school, definttions

171 34 License for school required

17135 License for mstructor required

171 36 License renewal, fees, proceeds to
trunk highway fund

171 37 Inspection and examination

17138 Issuance, renewal, suspension, or
revocation of license

171 39 Exemptions

171 40 Violations relating to driver training
school, petty misdemeanor

171 41 Cooperation of state agencies

DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT

171 50 Drniver License Compact

17151 Definitions

17152 Transfer of information

17153 Compact admunistrator

171 54 Reporting to licensing authority

17155 Out—of-state convictions given effect

171 56

Filing of bylaws and amendments

Subd. 2. Vehicle. Every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be
transported or drawn upon any highway, excepting devices moved by human power or used

exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

Subd. 3. Motor vehicle. Every vehicle which 1s self—propelled and any vehicle pro-
pelled or drawn by a self-propelled vehicle, and not deriving its power from overhead wires
except snowmobiles.
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Subd. 4. Farm tractor. Every motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm im-
plement for drawing plows, mowing machines and other implements of husbandry.
Subd. 5. Person. Every naturdl person, firm, copartnership, association, or corporation.

Subd. 6. Driver. Every person, who drives or is in actual physical control of a motor
vehicle.

Subd. 7. [Repealed, 1971 c 644 s 17]

Subd. 8. Owner. Any person, firm, copartnership, association, or corporation who
holds the legal title to a vehicle, or in the event a vehicle 1s the subject of an agreement for the
conditional sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the condi-
tions stated in the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in the condi-
tional vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then
such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be deemed the owner for the purposes of
this chapter.

Subd. 9. Nonresident. Every person who is not a resident of this state.

Subd. 10. Street or highway. The entire width between property lines of every way or
place of whatever nature when any-part thereof is open to the use of the pubhc, as a matter of
right, for purpose of vehicular traffic. ,

Subd. 11. Commissioner. The commissioner of public safety of the state of Minnesota,
acting directly or through duly authiorized agents.

Subd. 12. Department. The department of public safety of the state, acting directly or
through its duly authorized officers and agents.

Subd. 13. Conviction. The term “conviction” means a final conviction either after trial
or upon a plea of guilty. Also, a forfeiture of cash or collateral deposited to guarantee a defen-
dant’s appearance in court, which forfeiture has not been vacated; the failure to comply with
awritten notice to appear in court; or a breach of a condition of release without bail, 18 equ1va—
lent to a conviction.

Subd. 14. License. “License” means any operator’s license or any other license or per-
mit to operate a motor vehicle issued or issuable under the laws of this state by the commis-
sioner of public safety including

(a) any temporary license, instruction permit, or provisional license;

(b) the privilege of any person to drive a motor vehlcle whether or not the person holdsa
valid license; and

(c) any nonresident’s operating privilege.

Subd. 15. State. “State” means any state, territory or possesswn of the United States, the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or any province of the Dominion of
Canada.

Subd. 16. Gross vehicle weight. “Gross vehicle weight” means the greater of:

(1) the unloaded weight of a vehicle or the unloaded weight of a track—tractor and semi-
trailer combination, plus the weight of the load; or

@) the value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum gross weight or gross ve-
hicle weight rating.

- Subd. 17. Motorcycle. “Motorcycle” means every motor vehicle having a seat or
saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact
with the ground, including motor scooters and bicycles with motor attached, but excluding
tractors and motorized bicycles.

Subd. 18. Travel trailer and manufactured home. (a) “Travel trailer” means any trail-
er or semitrailer designed and used for human living quarters that meets all of the following
qualifications:

(1) Is not used as the residence of the owner or occupant;

(2) Is used for temporary living quarters by the owner or occupant while engaged inrec-
reational or vacation activities; and

(3) Is towed on the public streets or highways incidental to such recreational or vacation
activities.
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The term “travel trailer” shall not include bunkhouses, so called, temporarily mounted
ontrailers, and manufactured homes. Such bunkhouses, exclusive of the trailer and manufac-
tured homes, shall be listed and taxed as personal property as provided by law.

(b) “Manufactured home” means any trailer or semitrailer which 1s designed,
constructed, and equipped for use as a human dwelling place, living abode, or living quarters
except travel trailers.

Subd. 19 Bus. “Bus” means every motor vehicle designed for carrying more than 15
passengers, including the driver, and used for the transportation of persons.

Subd. 20. Motorized bicycle. “Motonized bicycle” means a bicycle that is propelled by
amotor of a piston displacement capacity of 50 cubic centimeters or less, and a maximum of
two brake horsepower, which is capable of a maximum speed of not more than 30 miles per
hour on a flat surface with not more than one percent grade n any direction when the motor1s
engaged. “Motorized bicycle” includes an electric—assisted bicycle as defined 1n section
169.01, subdivision 4b.

Subd. 21. School bus. “School bus” means a motor vehicle used to transport pupils to or
from a school defined in section 120A.22, or to or from school-related activities, by the
school or a school district or by someone under an agreement with the school or a school dis-
trict. A school bus does not include a motor vehicle transporting children to or from school
for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation from a school district, a motor
coach operating under charter carrier authority, a transit bus providing services as defined 1n
section 174.22, subdivision 7, or a vehicle otherwise qualifying as a type III vehicle under
section 169.01, subdivision 6, paragraph (5), when the vehicle is properly registered and in-
sured and being driven by an employee or agent of a school district for nonscheduled trans-
portation. . '

Subd. 22. Commercial motor vehicle. “Commercial motor vehicle” means amotor ve-
hicle or combination of motor vehicles used to transport passengers or property if the motor
vehicle:

(1) has a gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds;

(2) has a towed unit with a gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds and the
combination of vehicles has a combined gross vehicle weight of more than 26,000 pounds;

(3)is a bus; .

(4) 1s of any size and 1s used 1n the transportation of hazardous materials, except for
those vehicles having a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less and carrying in bulk
tanks a total of not more than 200 gallons of hiquid fertilizer and petroleum products; or

(5) 1s outwardly equipped and identified as a school bus, except for school buses defined
1n section 169.01, subdivision 6, clause (5).

Subd. 23. Passenger endorsement. “Passenger endorsement” means the driver’s li-
cense endorsement required of a person who operates a vehicle designed to transport more
than 15 passengers, including the driver,

Subd. 24. [Repealed, 1993 ¢ 142 s 4]

Subd. 25 Farm truek. For purposes of this chapter only, “farm truck” means a single—
unit truck, mncluding a pickup truck as defined 1n section 168.011; truck—tractor; tractor;
semitrailer; or trailer, used by its owner:

(1) to transport from the farm to the market agricultural, horticultural, dairy, or other
farm products, including livestock, produced or finished by the owner of the farm truck;

(2) to transport the owner’s other personal property from the farm to market; or

(3) to transport property and supplies to the farm of the owner. :

Subd. 26. Hazardous materials. “Hazardous materials” means those materials found
to be hazardous for the purposes of the federal Hazardous Materials Transportation Act and
that require the motor vehicle to be placarded under Code of Federal Regulations, title 49,
part 172, subpart F.

Subd. 27. Head Start bus. “Head Start bus” means a motor vehicle used to transport
children or parents to or from a Head Start facility, or to or from Head Start-related activities,
by the Head Start grantee, or by someone under an agreement with the Head Start grantee. A
Head Start bus does not include a motor vehicle transporting children or parents to or from a
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Head Start facility for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation from a Head
Start grantee, a motor coach operating under charter carrier authority, or a transit bus provid-
ing services as defined in section 174.22, subdivision 7. -

History: (2720-142, 2720-145a) 1939 ¢ 401 s 1,16, par (c); 1965 ¢ 51 s 24-35;
1967 ¢ 385 5 1; 1969 ¢ 695 5 12; 1969 ¢ 1129 art 1 5 18; 1971 ¢ 644 5 2,3; 1973 c 421 s
3,1975¢ 2956, 1977 ¢ 2145 10,11; 1978 ¢ 570 5 3; 1978 ¢ 783 5 5; 1981 ¢ 365 5 9;
1984 ¢ 403 s 7; 1986 ¢ 444; 1987 ¢ 269 5 6; 1988 ¢ 681 s 14; 1989 ¢ 209 art 2 s 1; 1989
228 52; 1989 ¢ 307 5 14-16; 1989 ¢ 342 5 20; 1990 ¢ 529 5 3,4, 1991 ¢ 298 art 7 s I;
1991 ¢ 333 521-23; 1993 ¢ 78 5 3, 1994 c 465 art 3 5 62; 1994 ¢ 603 s 16; 1994 c 647
art 135 17; 15p1995 ¢ 3 art2 5 40; 1996 c 4355 17; 1998 ¢ 388 s 7; 1998 ¢ 397 art 11 s
3

DRIVERS’ LICENSES

171.015 DRIVER’S LICENSE DIVISION.

Subdivision 1. Created; director. A division in the department of public safety to be
known as the driver’s license division 1s hereby created, under the supervision and control of
a director. The commissioner may place the director’s position in the unclassified service 1f
the position meets the criteria established in section 43A.08, subdivision 1a. The director
shall be assigned the duties and responsibilities prescribed in this section.

Subd. 2. Powers and duties transferred. All the powers and duties now vested in'or
1mposed upon the department-of transportation and the commaissioner of transportation 1n
regard to drivers’ licensing and safety responsibility as prescribed by tms chapter and chap-
ters 169 and 170, are hereby transferred to, vested in, and imposed upon the commissioner of
public safety. The duties and responsibilities of the department of transportation and the
commissioner of transportation, in relation to such matters as heretofore constituted, are
hereby abolished. '

Subd. 3. Licensing chauffeur and school bus driver. The commissioner of public
safety, with the approval of the governor, may transfer and assign to the driver’s license divi-
sion duties and responsibilities in relation to chauffeurs’ licensing and school bus drivers’
licensing as vested in and imposed upon the division of motor vehicles.

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1991 ¢ 199 art 1 s 59] ,

Subd. 5. Powers and duties transferred. All the powers and duties now vested in or
imposed upon the department of children, families, and learning and the department of trans-
portation relating to drivers’ training as prescrlbed by section 171 04, are hereby transferred
to, vested in, and imposed upon the commissioner of public safety. The duties of the depart-
ment of children, families, and learning and the department of transportation with reference
to such training as heretofore constituted are hereby abolished.

Subd. 6. Facility for licensing activity. The commissioner of transportation shall pro-
vide space as required for driver and chauffeur license activities at such locations and under
such contractual conditions as may be determined with the commuissioner of public safety.

History: 1969 ¢ 1129 art 1 5 18; 1976 ¢ 166 5 7; 1982 ¢ 560 s 50; 1986 ¢ 444;
15p1995c 3 art 16513 x . .

171.02 LICENSES; TYPES, ENDORSEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS.

Subdivision 1. License required. No person, except those hereinafter expressly ex-
empted, shall drive any motor vehicle upon any street or highway in this state unless such
person has a license valid under the provisions of this chapter for the type or class of vehicle
being driven. No person shall receive a driver’s license unless and until the person’s license
from any jurisdiction has been invalidated by the department. The department shall provide
to the issuing department of any jurisdiction, information that the licensee is now licensed in
Minnesota. No person shall be permitted to have more than one valid driver’s license at any
time. No person to whom a current Minnesota identification card has been issued may re-
celve a driver’s license, other than an instruction permit or a limited license, unless the per-
son’s Minnesota identification card has been invalidated by the department.
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Subd. 2. Driver’s license classifications, endorsements, exemptions. Drivers’ li-
censes shall be classified according to the types of vehicles which may be driven by the hold-
er of each type or class of license. The commissioner may, as appropriate, subdivide the
classes listed 1n this subdivision and 1ssue licenses classified accordingly. No class of license
shall be valid to operate a motorcycle, school bus, tank vehicle, double—trailer or triple—tra;l—
er combination, vehicle transporting hazardous materials, or bus, unless so endorsed.

There shall be four general classes of licenses as follows:

(a) Class D; valid for:

(1) all farm trucks operated by (1) the owner, (1i) an immediate family member of the
owner, (iii) an employee of the owner not primarily employed to operate the farm truck, with-
in 150 mles of the farm, or (iv) an employee of the owner employed during harvest to operate
the farm truck for the first, continuous transportation of agricultural products from the pro-
duction site or on—farm storage site to any other location within 50 miles of that site;

(2) fire trucks and emergency fire equipment, whether or not m excess of 26,000 pounds
gross vehicle weight, operated by a firefighter while on duty, or a tiller operator employed by
a fire department who drives the rear portion of a midmount aerial ladder truck;

(3) recreational equipment as defined in section 168.011, subdivision 25, that 1s oper-
ated for personal use; and A

(4) all single unit vehicles except vehicles with a gross vehicle we1ght of more than
26,000 pounds, vehicles designed to carry more than 15 passengers including the driver, and
vehicles that carry hazardous materials.

The holder of a class D license may also tow vehicles 1f the combination of vehicles has
a gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less.

(b) Class C; valid for:

(1) operating class D vehicles;

(2) with a hazardous materials endorsement, transporting hazardous materials in class
D vehicles; and

(3) with a school bus endorsement, operating school buses designed to transport 15 or
fewer passengers, including the driver.

(¢) Class B; valid for all vehicles in class C, class D, and all other single unit vehicles
including, with a passenger endorsement, buses. The holder of a class B license may tow only
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or less

(d) Class A; valid for any vehicle or combination thereof.

Subd. 2a. Exceptions. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, (1) a hazardous materials en-
dorsement is not required to operate a vehicle having a gross vehicle weight of 26,000
pounds or less while carrying in bulk tanks a total of not more than 200 gallons of petroleum
products and (2) aclass C license or hazardous materials endorsement is not required to oper-
ate a farm vehicle as defined in Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, section 390.5, having a
gross vehicle weight of 26,000 pounds or less while carrying in bulk tanks a total of not more
than 1,500 gallons of liquid fertilizer.

Subd. 3. Motorized bicycle. No motorized bicycle shall be operated on any public
roadway by any person who does not possess a valid driver’s license, unless the person has
obtained a motorized bicycle operator’s permit or motorized bicycle instruction permit from
the commissioner of public safety. The operator’s permit may be issued to any person who
has attained the age of 15 years and who has passed the examination prescribed by the com-
muissioner The instruction permit may be issued to any person who has attained the age of 15
years and who has successfully completed an approved safety course and passed the written
portion of the examination prescribed by the commissioner.

This course must consist of, but 1s not limited to, a basic understanding of:

(1) motorized bicycles and their limitations;

(2) motorized bicycle laws and rules;

(3) safe operating practices and basic operating techniques;

(4) helmets and protective clothing;

(5) motorized bicycle traffic strategies; and
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(6) effects of alcohol and drugs on motorized bicycle operators.

The commissioner may promulgate rules prescribing the content of the safety course,
examination, and the information to be contained on the permits. A person operating a mo-
torized bicycle under a motorized bicycle permitis subject to the restrictions imposed by sec-
tion 169.974, subdivision 2, on operation of amotorcycle under a two—wheel mstruction per-
mit. f

The fees for motorized bicycle operator’s permuts are as follows:

(a) Examination and operator’s permit,
valid for one year

(b). Duplicate

{c) Renewal permit before age 21

. and valid until age 21 .

(d) Renewal permit after age 21
and valid for four years

(e) Duplicate of any renewal permut

(f) Written examination and
mstruction permit, valid for
30days © ' . $6

L o o
—
£ L \O [SS N

Subd. 4. Restricted commercial driver’s license. (a) The commissioner may issue re-
stricted commercial drivers’ licenses and take the following actions to the extent that the ac-
tions are authorized by regulation of the United States Department of Transportation entitled
“waiver for farm-related service industries” as published in the Federal Register, April 17,
1992: : o

(1) prescribe examination requirements and other qualifications for the license;

(2) prescribe classes of vehicles that may be operated by holders of the license;

(3) specify commercial motor vehicle operation that 1s authorized by the license, and
prohubit other commercial vehicle operation by liolders of the license; and

(4) prescribe the period of time during which the license is valid."

(b) Restricted commercial drivers’ licenses are subjéct to sections 171.165 and 171.166
in the same manner as other commercial drivers’ licenses.

(c) Actions of the commissioner under this subdivision are not subject to sections 14.05
to 14.47 of the Administrative Procedure Act.

Subd. 5. Exemption for certain backup snowplow drivers. Pursuant to the waiver
authorization set forth in Public Law Number 10459, section 345 (a)(5), a person who oper-
ates a commercial motor vehicle for the purpose of removing snow or ice from aroadway by
plowing, salting, or sanding is not required to hold a commercial driver’s license if the per-
son’

(1) is an employee of a local unit of government with a population of 3,000 or Iess;

(2) is operating within the boundaries of the local unit of government;

(3) holds a valid driver’s license authorizing the operation of class B vehicles; and

(4) except in the event of a lawful strike, is temporarily replacing the employee who
normally operates the vehicle but either is unable to operate the vehicle or is in need of addi-
tional assistance due to a snow emergency as determined by the local unit of government.

History: (2720-143) 1939 ¢ 401 5 2; 1963 ¢ 393 s 1; 1971 c 644 54; 1973 c 16 5 1;
1977 ¢ 214 5 12; 1977 ¢'429 5 63; 1978 ¢ 479 5 1; 1979 ¢ 227 s 3; 1981 ¢ 363 5 29; 1984
c546 s 1; 1985 ¢ 248 5 70; 1985 ¢ 291 5 19; 1986 c 444; 1986 ¢ 454 5 21; 1987 ¢ 269 s
7; 1987 ¢ 358 5 110; 1989 ¢ 301 s 4,5; 1989 ¢ 307 s 17; 1989 ¢ 342 5 21; 1990 ¢ 529 s 5;
1991 ¢ 174 5 8; 1991 ¢ 298 art 7 5 2; 1991 ¢ 333 5 24-26; 1992 ¢ 581 5 14; 1993 ¢ 78 5
4; 1993 c 142 s 1; 1993 ¢ 266 5 20; 1994 c 465 art 3 s 48; 1995 ¢ 955 7; 1995 ¢ 174 5 3;
1996 ¢ 2755 1,2, 1997 ¢ 355 1

171.03 PERSONS EXEMPT.

The following persons are exempt from license hereunder:

(1) apersonin the employ or service of the United States federal government while driv-
ing or operating a motor vehicle owned by or leased to the United States federal government,
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exceptthat only a noncivilian operator of a commercial motor vehicle owned or leased by the
United States Department of Defense or the Minnesota national guard is exempt from the
requirement to possess a valid commercial motor vehicle driver’s license;

(2) any person while driving or operating any farm tractor, or implement of husbandry
temporarily operated or moved on a highway, and for purposes of this section an all-terrain
vehicle, as defined 1n section 84.92, subdivision 8, an off-highway motorcycle, as defined in
section 84.787, subdivision 7, and an off-road vehicle, as defined in section 84.797, subdivi-
sion 7, are not implements of husbandry;

(3) anonresident who 1s at least 15 years of age and who has in immediate possession a
valid driver’s license issued to the nonresident in the home state or country may operate a
motor vehicle in this state only as a driver; .

(4) a nonresident who has 1n immediate possession a vahd commercial driver’s license
issued by a state in compliance with the Commercial Motor' Vehicle Safety Act of 1986,
United States Code, title 49, sections 521, 2304, and 2701 to 2716, and who 1s operating in
Minnesota the class of commercial motor vehicle authorized by the issuing state;

(5) any nonresident who is at least 18 years of age, whose home state or country does not
require the licensing of drivers may operate a motor vehicle as a driver, only for a period of
not more than 90 days in any calendar year if the motor vehicle so operated is duly registered
for the current calendar year in the home state or country of such nonresident;

(6) any person who becomes a resident of the state of Minnesota and who has in posses-
sion a valid driver’s license 1ssued to the person under and pursuant to the laws of some other
state or province or by military authorities of the United States may operate a motor vehicle
as a driver, only for a period of not more than 60 days after becoming a resident of this state
without being required to have a Minnesota driver’s license as provided in this chapter;

(7) any person who becomes a resident of the state of Minnesota and who has in posses-
sion a valid commercial driver’s license issued by another state 1n compliance with the Com-
mercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986, United States Code, title 49, sections 521, 2304,
and 2701 to 2716, for not more than 30 days after becoming a resident of this state; and

(8) any person operating a snogwmobile, as defined 1n section 84.81.

History: (2720-144) 1939 ¢ 401 s 3; 1943 ¢ 331 5 2;'1955 ¢ 496 s 1; 1969 ¢ 695 s
13; 1971 c 644 s 5; 1986 ¢ 444; 1989 ¢ 307 s 18; 1989 ¢ 331 s 23; 1991 ¢ 333 5 27; 1993
c3llart]lsli4d;art2s 14

171.04 PERSONS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR DRIVERS’ LICENSES.
"Subdivision 1. Persons not eligible. The department shall notissue a driver’s license:

(1) to any person under 18 years unless:

(i) the applicant is 16 or 17 years of age and has a previously issued valid license from
another state or country or the applicant has, for the 12 consecutive months preceding ap-
plication, held a provisional license and during that time has incurred (A) no conviction for a
violation of section 169.121, 169.1218, 169.122, or 169.123, (B) no conviction for a crash—
related moving violation, and (C) notmore than one conviction for amoving violation that is
not crash related. “Moving violation” means a violation of a traffic regulation but does not
include a parking violation, vehicle equipment violation, or warning citation. .

(ii) the application for a license is approved by (A) either parent when both reside in the
same household as the minor applicant or, if otherwise, then (B) the parent or spouse of the
parent having custody or, in the event there is no court order for custody, then (C) the parent
or spouse of the parent with whom the minor 1s living or, if subitems (A) to (C) do not apply,
then (D) the guardian having custody of the minor or, in the event a person under the age of 18
has no living father, mother, or guardian, then (E) the minor’s employer; provided, that the
approval required by this item contains a verification of the age of the applicant and the iden-
tity of the parent, guardian, or employer; and

(iii) the applicant presents a certification by the person who approves the application
under item (ii), stating that the applicant has driven a motor vehicle accompanied by and un-
der supervision of a licensed driver at least 21 years of age for at least ten hours during the
period of provisional licensure;
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(2) to any person who is under the age of 18 years unless the person has applied for, been
1ssued, and possessed the appropriate instruction permut for a minimum of s1x months, and a
provisional license for a minimum of 12 months;

(3) to any person whose license has been suspended during the period of suspension
except that a suspended license may be reinstated during the period of suspension upon the
licensee furnishing proof of financial responsibility in the same manner as provided in the
Minnesota No-Fault Automobile Insurance Act; ’

(4) to any person whose license has been revoked except upon furnishing proof of finan-
cial responsibility in the same manner as provided i the Minnesota No—Fault Automobile
Insurance Act and if otherwise qualified;

(5) to any drug dependent person, as defined in section 254A 02, subdivision 5;

(6) to any person who has been adjudged legally incompetent by reason of mental ill-
ness, mental deficiency, or inebriation, and has not been restored to capacity, unless the de-
partment is satisfied that the person is competent to operate a motor vehicle with safety to
persons or property,;

(7) to any person who is required by this chapter to take a vision, knowledge or road
examination, unless the person has successfully passed the examination. An applicant who
fails four road tests must complete a minimum of six hours of behind—the-wheel instruction
with an approved instructor before taking the road test again;

(8) to any person who is required under the Minnesota No—Fault Automobile Insurance
Act to deposit proof of financial responsibility and who has not deposited the proof;

(9) to any person when the commussioner has good cause to believe that the operation of
amotor vehicle on the highways by the person would be 1nimical to public safety or welfare;

(10) to any person when, in the opinion of the commissioner, the person is afflicted with
or suffering from a physical or mental disability or disease that will affect the person in a
manner as to prevent the person from exercising reasonable and ordinary control over a mo-
tor vehicle while operating it upon the highways;

(11) to a person who is unable to read and understand official signs regulating, warning,
and directing traffic;

(12) to a child for whom a court has ordered denial of dniving privileges under section
260.191, subdivision 1, 0r260.195, subdivision 3a, until the period of denial 1s completed; or

(13) to any person whose hcense has been canceled, during the period of cancellation.

Subd. 2. Disqualified operators of commercial vehicles. During the period of dis-
qualification, the department shall not issue a class C, class B, or class A driver’s license to a
person who has been disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle under section
171.165.

History: (2720-144a) 1939 ¢ 401 s 4; 1941 ¢ 517; 1957 ¢ 564 s 1; 1963 ¢ 382 5 I;
1965¢78s1;1965¢795s1; 1967 c61s1; 1967 c839s1; 1969 c 1129 art 1 s 18;
1971 ¢ 644 5 6; 1974 ¢ 408 s 32 subd 4; 1981 c 363 s 30; 1982 ¢ 548 art 4 s 14; 1986 ¢
444; 1988 ¢ 558 s 1; 1989 ¢ 262 5 1; 1989 ¢ 307 s 19; 1995 ¢ 226 art 3 s 13; 1996 ¢ 275
53; 1996 c 455 art 3 s 24; 1998 ¢ 388 5 8

171.041 RESTRICTED LICENSE FOR FARM WORK.

Notwithstanding any provisions of section 171.04 relating to the age of an applicant to
the contrary, the commissioner may issue a restricted farm work license to operate a motor
vehicle to a person who has attained the age of 15 years and who, except for age, is qualified
to hold adriver’s license. The applicant is not required to comply with the six—-month instruc-
tion permit possession provisions of sections 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (2), and 171.05,
subdivision 2a, or with the 12-month provisional license possession provision of section
171.04, subdivision 1, clause (1), item (1). The restricted license shall be issued solely for the
purpose of authorizing the person to whom the restricted license is issued to assist the per-
son’s parents or guardians with farm work. A person holding this restricted license may oper-
ate a motor vehicle only during daylight hours and only within a radius of 20 mules of the
parent’s or guardian’s farmhouse; however, in no case may a person holding the restricted
license operate a motor vehicle in a city of the first class. An applicant for a restricted license
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shall apply to the commissioner for the license on forms prescribed by the commissioner. The
application shall be accompanied by:

(1) a copy of a property tax statement showing that the applicant’s parent or guardian
owns land that is classified as agricultural land or a copy of a rental statement or agreement
showing that the applicant’s parent or guardian rents land classified as agricultural land; and

(2) a written verified statement by the applicant’s parent or guardian setting forth the
necessity for the license

History: 1963 ¢ 382 s 3; 1967 ¢ 87 s 1; 1986 ¢ 444; 1997 c 48 s 1; 1997 ¢ 230 5 6;
1997 ¢ 251 5 24,25; 1998 ¢ 388 s 9

171.042 DRIVER’S LICENSE FOR MEDICAL REASON.

Notwithstanding any provisions of section 171.04, relating to the age of an applicant,
the commussioner may issue adriver’s license to a person who has attained the age of 15 years
but is under the age of 16 years, who, except for age, is qualified to hold a driver’s license and
who needs to operate a motor vehicle because of personal or family medical reasons. Appli-
cants shall apply to the commissioner for the license on forms prescribed by the commission-
er. The apphcation shall be accompanied by written verified statements by the applicant’s
parent or guardian and by a doctor setting forth the necessity for the license. The commus-
sioner in issuing such license may impose such conditions and limitations as in the commis-
sioner’s judgment are necessary to the interests of the public safety and welfare.

History: 1975 ¢ 23 s 1; 1986 c 444 S

171.043 NOTICE OF PERSONS UNDER DRIVER’S LICENSE CANCELLATION.

The commissioner of public safety shall develop a program under which the commis-
sioner provides a monthly notice to local law enforcement agencies of the names and ad-
dresses of persons residing within the local agency’s jurisdiction whose driver’s licenses or
driving privileges have been canceled under section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (9). At the
commussioner’s discretion, the commissioner may adopt necessary procedures so that the
information is current and accurate. Data in the notice are private data on individuals and are
available to law enforcement agencies.

History: 1992 c 570 art 1 s28; 1997 c 12 art3s7

171.05 INSTRUCTION PERMIT. .

Subdivision 1. Person 18 or more years of age. Any person who is 18 or more years of
age and who, except foralack of instruction in operating a motor vehicle, would otherwise be
qualified to obtain a class D driver’s license under this chapter, may apply for an instruction
permit and the department shall issue such permit entitling the applicant, while having such
permit in immediate possession, to drive a motor vehicle for which a class D license is valid
upon the highways for a period of one year, but such person must be accompanied by an adult
licensed driver who is actually occupying a seat beside the driver. Any license of a lower
class may be used as an instruction permit for a higher class for a period of six months after
passage of the written test or tests required for the higher class and when the licensee is ac-
companied by and receiving instruction from a holder of the appropriate higher class license.
A copy of the record of examination taken for the higher class license must be carried by the
driver while using such lower class license as an instruction permit.

Subd. 1a. Minimum period to possess instruction permit. An applicant who is 18
years old and who has applied for and received an instruction permit under subdivision 1
must possess the instruction permit for not less than six months before qualifying for a driv-
er’s license, or for not less than three months for an applicant who successfully completes an
approved course of behind—the—wheel instruction.

Subd. 2. Person less than 18 years of age. (a) Notwithstanding any provision in subdi-
vision 1 to the contrary, the department, upon application therefor, may issue an instruction
permit to an applicant who is 15, 16, or 17 years of age and:

(1) is enrolled in a driver education program including classroom and behind—the—
wheel traiming, which has been approved by the state board of education for courses offered
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through the public schools, or, in the case of a course offered by a private, commercial driver
education school or institute, by the department of public safety; except when the applicant
has completed a course of driver education in another state or has a prev1ously issued valid
license from another state; v

(2) has completed the classroom phase of instruction in the driver education program;

(3) has passed a test of the applicant’s eyesight;

(4) has passed a test of the applicant’s knowledge of traffic laws, which test must be
admimstered by the department;

(5) has completed the required application, which must be approved by (1) either parent
when both reside in the same household as the minor applicant or, if otherwise, then (ii) the
parent or spouse of the parent having custody or, 1n the event there is no court order for custo-
dy, then (iii) the parent or spouse of the parent with whom the minor is living or, if items (i) to
(iii) do not apply, then (iv) the guardian having custody of the minor or, in the event a person
under the age of 18 has no hiving father, mother, or guardian, then (v) the applicant’s employ-
er; provided, that the approval required by this clause contains a verification of the age of the
applicant and the identity of the parent, guardian, or employer; and

{(6) has paid the fee required in section 171.06, subdivision 2.

(b) The instruction permit is valid for one year from the date of application and may be
renewed upon payment of a fee equal to the fee for issuance of an instruction permit under
section 171.06, subdivision 2.

Subd. 2a. Permit for six months. (a) An applicant who has applied for and recelved an
instruction permit pursuant to subdivision 2 must possess the instruction permit for not less
than six months before qualifying for a driver’s license.

" (b)Until May 31, 1999, the commissioner may waive the six—-month requirement of this
subdivision for an applicant for a class D driver’s license 1f:

(1) at least six months has elapsed since the applicant successfully completed the writ-
ten examination requirement of the approved driver education program pursuant to subd1v1—
sion 2; and

(2) the applicant subsequently obtained a permit and successfully completed all of the
approved driver education program requirements before applying for the class D driver’s li-
cense.

This paragraph is effective June 4, 1997, and expires fune 1, 1999.

Subd. 2b. Instruction permit use by person under age 18. (a) This subdivision ap-
plies to persons who have applied for and received an instruction permit under subdivision 2.

(b) The permit holder may, with the permit in possession, operate a motor vehicle, but
must be accompanied by and be under the supervision of a certified driver education instruc-
tor, the permit holder’s parent or guardian, or another licensed driver age 21 or older. The
supervisor must occupy the seat beside the permit holder.

(c) The permit holder may operate a motor vehicle only when every occupant unider the
age of 18 has a seat belt or child passenger restraint system properly fastened. A person who
violates this paragraph is subject to a fine of $25. A peace officer may notissue a citation for a
violation of this paragraph unless the officer lawfully stopped or detained the driver of the
motor vehicle for a moving violation as defined in section 171.04, subdivision 1. The com-
missioner shall not record a violation of this paragraph on a person’s driving record.

(d) The permit holder must maintain a driving record free of convictions for moving
violations, as defined in section 171.04, subdivision 1, and free of convictions for violation
of section 169.121, 169.1218, 169.122, or 169.123. If the permit holder drives a motor ve-
hicle in violation of the law, the commissioner shall suspend, cancel, or revoke the permit in
accordance with the statutory section violated.

Subd. 3. Motorized bicycle. Notwithstanding any provision in subdivision 1 to the con-
trary, the departmerit, upon application and payment of the fee prescribed in section 171.02,
subdivision 3, may issue a motorized bicycle instruction permit to an applicant who is 15
years of age and who has successfully completed the written portion of the examination pre-
scribed by the commissioner. The holder of this instruction permit who has the permit in pos-
session may operate a motorized bicycle within one mile of the holder’s residence for the
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purpose of practicing to take the operator pOI'thn of the examination prescribed by the com-
missioner.

History: (2720-144b) 1939 ¢ 401 s 5; 1949 ¢ 91 s 1; 1961 ¢33 s 1; 1963 ¢ 382 5 2;
1971 c 644 57; 1973 ¢ 955 1; 1980 c 446 s 1; 1986 ¢ 444; 1986 ¢ 454 5 22, 1987 ¢ 384
art1s519; 1990 ¢ 529 5 6,7; 1996 ¢ 275 s 4; 1996 ¢ 455 art 3 5 25; 1997 ¢ 250 s 8; 1998
c 3885 10-12 :

171.055 PROVISIONAL LICENSE.

Subdivision 1. Requirements for provisional license. (a) The department may issue a
provisional license, which must be distinctive in appearance from a driver’s license, to an
applicant who:

(1) has reached the age of 16 years; :

(2) during the six months immediately preceding the application for the provisional li-
cense has possessed an instruction permit and has incurred (i) no convictions for a violation
of section 169.121, 169.1218, 169.122, or 169.123, (ii) no convictions for a crash-related
moving violation, and (1i1) no convictions for a moving violation that is not crash related;

(3) has successfully completed a course of dnver educatlon 1n accordance with depart-
ment rules;

) completes the required application, which must be approved by (i) either parent
when both reside in the same household as the minor applicant or, if otherwise, then (1i) the
parent or spouse of the parent having custody or, in the event there is no court order for custo-
dy, then (1ii) the parent or spouse of the parent with whom the minor is living or, if items (1) to
(ui) do not apply, then (iv) the guardian having custody of the minor or, in the event a person.
under the age of 18 has no living father, mother, or guardian, then (v) the applicant’s employ-
er; provided, that the approval required by this clause contains a verification of the age of the
apphcant and the identity of the parent, guardian, or employer;

(5) presents certification by the person who approves the application under clause (4)
stating that the applicant has driven a motor vehicle accompamnied by and under the supervi-
sionof alicensed driver atleast 21 years of age, for no less than 30 hours, at least ten of which
were nighttime hours; and

(6) pays the fee required m section 171.06, subdivision 2.

(b) For purposes of this section, “moving violation™ has the meaning given it m section
171.04, subdivision 1.

Subd. 2. Use of provisional license. (a) A prov1smnal license holder may operate amo-
tor vehicle only when every occupant under the age of 18 has a seat belt or child passenger
restraint system properly fastened. A person who violates this paragraph is subject to a fine of
$25. A peace officer may not 1ssue a citation for a violation of this paragraph unless the offi-
cer lawfully stopped or detained the driver of the motor vehicle for a moving violation as
defined in section 171.04. The commissioner shall notrecord a violation of this paragraphon
a person’s driving record.

(b) If the holder of a provisional license during the period of provisional licensing incurs
(1) a conviction for a violation of section 169.121, 169 1218, 169.122, or 169.123, (2) a con—
viction for a crash-related moving violation, or (3) more than one conviction for a moving
violation that 1s not crash related, the person may not be issued a driver’s license until 12 con-
secutive months have expired since the date of the conviction or until the person reaches the
age of 18 years, whichever occurs first. |

History: 1998 ¢ 388 s 13

171.06 APPLICATION FOR LICENSE, PERMIT OR IDENTIFICATION CARD;
FEES.

Subdivision 1. Forms of application.. Every application for an instruction permit, for a
provisional license, or for a driver’s license shall be made upon a form furmished by the de-
partment, and every application shall be accompanied by the proper fee. All applications
shall be signed in the presence of the person authorized to accept the applications, or the sig-
nature on the application may be verified by a notary public.
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Subd. 2. Fees. (a) The fees for a license and Minnesota identification card are as fol-

lows:
Classified Driver’s License D-$18.50 C-$22.50 B-$29.50 A-$37.50
Classified Under—21 D.L. D-$18.50 C-$22.50 B-$29.50 A-$17.50
Instruction Permit , $ 9.50
Provisional License $ 950
Duplicate License or

duplicate 1dentification card T $ 8.00

Minnesota identification card or Under—21 Minnesota
1dentification card, other than duplicate,
‘except as otherwise provided in section'171.07,
- 'subdivisions 3 and 3a : $12.50 -

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), a person who holds a provisional license and has a
driving record free of (1) convictions for a violation of section 169.121, 169.1218, 169.122,
or 169.123, (2) convictions for crash—related moving violations, and (3) convictions for
moving violations that are not crash related, shall have a $3.50 credit toward the fee for any
classified under—21 driver’s license. “Moving violation” has the meamng given it in section
171.04, subdivision 1.

Subd. 2a. Two—wheeled vehicle endorsement feeincreased. (a) The fee forany dupli- -
cate driver’s license which is obtained for.the purpose of adding a two—wheeled vehicle en-
dorsement is increased by $18.50 for each first such duplicate license and $13 for each re-
newal thereof. The additional fee shall be paid into the state treasury and credited as follows:

(1) $11 of the additional fee for each first duplicate license, and $7 of the additional fee
for each renewal, must be credited to the motorcycle safety fund which is hereby created;
provided that any fee receipts in excess of $750,000 1n a fiscal year shall be credited 90 per-
cent to the trunk highway fund and ten percent to the general fund, as provided n section
171.26.

* (2) The remainder of the additional fee must be credited to the general fund.

() All application forms prepared by the commissioner for two—wheeled vehicle en-
dorsements shall clearly state the amount of the total fee that is dedicated to the motorcycle
safety fund.

Subd. 2b. [Never effective. See Laws 1991, ¢ 291 art 19 s 11]

Subd. 3. Contents of application; other information. An application must state the
full name, date of birth, sex and residence address of the applicant, adescription of the appli-
cant 1 such manner as the commissioner may require, and must state whether or not the ap-
plicant has theretofore been licensed as a driver; and, if so, when and by what state or country
and whether any such license has ever been suspended or revoked, or whether an application
has ever been refused; and, if so, the date of and reason for such suspension, revocation, or
refusal, together with such facts pertaining to the applicant and the applicant’s ability to oper-
ate a motor vehicle with safety as may be required by the commussioner. An application for a
class C, class B, orclass A driver’s license also must state the applicant’s social security num-
ber. An application for a class D driver’s license must Have a space for the applicant’s social
security number and state that providing the number is optional, or otherwise convey that the
applicant is not required to enter the social security number. The application form must con-
tain a space where the applicant may indicate a desire to make an anatomical gift. If the appli-
cant does not indicate a desire to make an anatomical gift when the application is made, the
applicant must be offered a donor document in accordance with section 171.07, subdivision
5. The application form must contain statements sufficient to comply with the requirements
of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1987), sections 525.921 to 525.9224, so that execution
of the application or donor document will make the anatomical gift as provided in section
171.07, subdivision 5, for those indicating a desire to make an anatomical gift. The applica-
tion form must contain a notification to the applicant of the availability of a living will/ health
care directive designation on the license under section 171.07, subdivision 7. The application
must be in the form prepared by the commissioner.

The application form must be accompanied by a pamphlet contalnlng relevant facts re-
lating to:
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(1) the effect of alcohol on driving abuility;

(2) the effect of mixing alcohol with drugs;

(3) the laws of Minnesota relating to operation of a motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of alcohol or a controlled substance; and

(4) the levels of alcohol-related fatalities and accidents in Minnesota and of arrests for
alcohol-related violations '

The application form must also be accompanied by a pamphlet describing Minnesota
laws regarding anatomical gifts and the need for and benefits of anatomical gifts.

Subd. 3a. Middle name. For the purposes of subdivision 3, and section 171.07, subdivi-
sion 1, the full name of a married apphcant may include, at the option of the applicant, the
applicant’s family name prior to marriage instead of the applicant’s given middle name, not-
withstanding the middle name specified on the applicant’s marriage certificate.

Subd. 4 [Repealed, 1997 ¢ 2505 17]
Subd. 5. [Repealed, 1979 ¢ 150 s 2]

History: (2720—144c) 1939 ¢ 401 s 6; 1949 ¢ 689 5 1,2; 1955 ¢ 798 5 1,2; 1957 ¢
56452,3;1959¢c 6345 1;1965¢ 3651, 1971 c 1295 1; 1971 ¢ 625 52; 1971 c 644 5
8,9, 1971 ¢ 6595 1; 1973 ¢ 595 1; 1973 ¢ 698 5 1-3; 1978 ¢ 628 5 1; 1981 ¢ 363 s
31-35; 1982 ¢ 583 5 1; 1985 ¢ 291 5 20; 1986 ¢ 330 s 1; 1986 ¢ 444, 1Spi986 c 3 art 1 s
82; 1987 ¢ 358 s 111; 1987 ¢ 383 s 14, 1988 ¢ 715 5 2; 1989 ¢ 301 5 6; 1989 ¢ 307 s
20,21; 1990 ¢ 509 5 1; 1990 ¢ 510 5 1; 1990 ¢ 529 5 8; 1990 ¢ 573 s 21; 1991 ¢ 202 s 13;
1991 ¢ 233560, 1991 c291 art 195 1,11; 1992 c 464 art 1 s 23; 1993 c 1665 1; 1993 ¢
2665 21,22; 1994 ¢ 501 5 3; 1994 ¢ 536 5 22; 1994 c 632 art 1 s 5; 1995 c 265 art 2 5
19; 1996 ¢ 2755 5,6; 1997 ¢ 135 1; 1997 c 60 5 1; 1997 ¢ 159 art 2 s32 1997 ¢ 250 s
9,18; 35p1997 ¢ 3 s 2; 1998 ¢ 388 5 14,15

NOTE Subdivision 4 was also amended by Laws 1998, chapter 388, section 16, to read as follows

“Subd 4 Application, filing; fee retained for expenses. Any applicant for an mstruction permut, provisional license, driv-
er’s license, restricted license, or duplicate license may file an application with a court administrator of the district court or at a state
office The admunistrator or state office shall recerve and accept the application To cover all expenses involved in recerving, accept-
1ng, or forwarding to the department applications and fees, the court admimstrator of the district court may retain a county fee of
$3 50 for each application for a Minnesota 1dentification card, struction permut, provisional license, duplicate license, driver’s
license, or restricted hicense. The amount allowed to be retamned by the court adrmumstrator of the district court shall be paid into the
county treasury and credited to the general revenue fund of the county Before the end of the first working day following the final day
of an established reporting period, the court admunistrator shall forward to the department all applications and fees collected during
the reporting period, less the amount herein allowed to be retained for expenses The court admunistrators of the district courts may
appoint agents to assist 1n accepting applications, but the adminustrators shall require every agent to forward to the administrators by
whom the agent 1s appointed all applications accepted and fees collected by the agent, except that an agent shall retain the county fee
tocover the agent’s expenses involved in rece1ving, accepting or forwarding the applications and fees The court admunistrators shall
be responsible for the acts of agents appointed by them and for the forwarding to the department of all applications accepted and
those fees collected by agents and by themselves as are required to be forwarded to the department The comrmussioner shall suspend
orrevoke the appointment of a license agent or 1ssue a correction order to a license agent who violates any requirement of this section
or when grounds exist that would justify revocation or suspenston of a deputy registrar appointment under Minnesota Rules, parts
7406 0800 to 7406 1000 To revoke or suspend an appointment, the commussioner shall follow procedures for suspension and re-
vocation hearings set forth m Mlnpesota Rules, parts 7406 1100 to 7406 2600 ™

17 1.061 DRIVER'’S LICENSE AGENT.

‘Subdivision 1. Definitions. For purposes of this section:

(1) “applicant” means an individual applying for a driver’s hcense, restricted license,
duphcate license, instruction permit, Minnesota identification card, or motorized bicycle op-
erator’s permit; and

@) “applicatlon” refers to an application for a driver’s license, restricted license, dupli-
cate license, instruction permit, Minnesota 1dent1ﬁcat10n card, or motorized bicycle opera-
tor’s permut.

Subd. 2. Appointment and discontinuance. (a) The commissioner of public safety
may appoint an individual, and for cause discontinue the appointment of an agent, to serve as
a driver’s license agent.

(b) A county board may appoint an individual, and for cause discontinue the appoint-
ment of an agent, to serve as an agent, pursuant to sections 373.32 to 373.38, with the approv-
al of the commissioner. If a county board does not discontinue an agent’s appointment, al-
though cause for discontinuance exists, the commissioner may discontinue the appointment.
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If a county board does not appoint an individual, the commissioner may establish an office
and appomt an 1nd1v1dua1 to accept apphcatlons as the public interest and convenience may
require.

(c) The county board is responsible for the acts of an agent appointed by the board and
for forwarding to the department all applications accepted and fees collected by the agent as
required by the department.

Subd. 3. Application. An applicant may file an application with an agent. The agent
shall receive and accept applications in accordance with the laws and rules of the department
of public saféty for a driver’s license, restricted license, duplicate license, instruction perrmt
Minnesota identification card, or motorized bicycle operator’s permit.

Subd. 4. Fee; equipment. (2) The agent may charge and retain a ﬁlmg fee of $3.50 for
each apphcatlon Except as provided in paragraph (b), the fee shall cover all expenses in-
volved in receiving, accepting, or forwarding to the department the applications and fees re-
quired under sections 171.02, subdivision 3; 171 .06, subdivisions 2 and 2a;and 171 07 sub-
divisions 3 and 3a.

. (b) An agent with photo identification equipment provided by the department before
January 1,1999, may retain the photo 1dent1flcat10n equipment until the agent’s appointment
terminates. The department shall maintain the photo identification equipment for these
agents. An agent appointed before January 1, 1999, who does not have photo identification
equipment provided by the department, and any new agent appointed after December 31,
1998, shall procure and maintain photo identification equipment. All photo identification
equipment must be comnpatible with standards established by the department.

(c) A filing fee retamed by the agent employed by a county board must be paid into the
county treasury and credited to the general revenue fund of the county. An agent who is not an
employee of the county shall retain the filing fee in lieu of county employment or salary and
is considered an independent contractor for pension purposes, coverage under the Minnesota
state retirement system, or membership in the pubhc employees retirement association.

(d) Before the'end of the first working day following the final day of the reporting period
established by the department, the agent must forward to the department all applications and
fees collected during the repomng period except as provided in paragraph (c).

Subd. 5. Dlscontmuance or transfer of appointment. (a) An agent shall notify the de-
partment no less than 30 days before the discontinuance of service.

(b) Inthe event of the notice specified in paragraph (a); death or retirement of the agent; -
or revocation or dlscontmuance of the appomtment of the agent by the county board or com-
missioner, the appointment terminates and all equipment provided by the department reverts
to the department.

Subd. 6. Rules. The commissioner shall adopt rules that prescribe:

(1) criteria, procedures and requirements for appointing an individual as an agent of the
commuissioner;

(2) criteria for establishment, operatlon management, location, and movement of a li-
cense application office,

- (3) standards for the uniform administration of laws-and rules governing the receipt of
applications and fees for applications; .

(4) number of applications to be processed;

(5) standards for submitting applications including valid forms of identification, depos-
iting funds, mantaining records, and holding proper bonds; and

(6) standards for discontinuing the individual’s appointment and for enforcement ac-
tion. . )

- History: 1997 ¢ 250 s 10

171.07 INFORMATION ON LICENSE AND IDENTIFICATION CARD.

Subdivision 1. License; contents. The department shall, upon the payment of the re-
quired fee, issue to every applicant qualifying therefor a license designating the type or class
of vehicles the applicant is authorized to drive as applied for, which license shall bear thereon
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a distinguishing number assigned to the licensee, the full name, date of birth, residence ad-
dress and permanent mailing address if different, a description of the licensee in such manner
as the commissioner deems necessary, and a space upon which the licensee shall write the
usual signature and the date of birth of the licensee with pen and ink. No hicense shall be valid
until it has been so signed by the licensee. Except in the case of an instruction perrmt every
hcense shall bear thereon a colored photograph or an electronically produced image of the
licensee. Every license 1ssued to an apphcant under the age of 21 shall be of a distinguishing
color and plainly marked “Under—21.” The department shall use such process or processes in
the issuance of licenses that prohibits as near as possible, the abulity to alter or reproduce the
licenses, or prohibit the ability to superimpose a photograph or electronically produced
image on such licenses without ready detection. A hcense issued to an applicant of age 65 or
over shall be plainly marked “senior” if requested by the applicant.

Subd. 1a. Filing photograph or image; data classification. The department shall file,
or contract to file, all photographs or electronically produced images obtained in the process
of issuing driver licenses or Minnesota identification cards. The photographs or electronical-
ly produced images shall be private data pursuant to section 13.02, subdivision 12. Notwith-
standing section 13.04, subdivision 3, the department shall not be required to provide coples
of photographs or electromcally produced images to data subjects. The use of the files is re-
stricted:

(1) to the issuance and control of driver licenses;

(2) for law enforcement purposes in the investigation and prosecution of crimes; and

(3) for child support enforcement purposes under section 256.978.

Subd. 1b. Commercial driver’s license. Each class C, class B, or class A driver’s 11—
cense must be clearly marked “Minnesota Commercial Driver’ lel‘cens,e

Subd. 2. Limitations on issuing license. The department shall not issue a class B or
class A license to anyone who does not have or has not qualified for a class D license. A class
A hcense shall not be issued to anyone under 18 years of age.

Subd. 3. Identification card; fee. (a) Upon payment of the required fee, the department
shall 1ssue to every applicant therefor a Minnesota identification card. The department may
not issue a Minnesota identification card to a person who has a driver’s license, other than an
mstruction permit or a limited license. The card must bear a distinguishing number assigned
to the applicant, a colored photograph or an electronically produced image, the full name,
date of birth, residence address, a description of the applicant in the manner as the commis-
sioner deems necessary, and a space upon which the applicant shall write the usual signature
and the date of birth of the applicant with pen and ink. Each identification card issued to an
applicant under the age of 21 must be of a distinguishing color and plainly marked “Un-
der-21”

(b) Each Minnesota identification card must be plainly marked “Minnesota identifica-
tion card — not a driver’s license.”

(c) The fee for a Minnesota identification card issued to a person who is mentally re-
tarded, as defined in section 252A.02, subdivision 2, or to a physically disabled person, as
defined in section 169.345, subdivision 2, 1s 50 cents.

Subd. 3a. Identification cards for seniors. A Minnesota identification card issued to
an applicant 65 years of age or over shall be of a distinguishing color and plainly marked
“senior.” The fee for the card issued to an applicant 65 years of age or over shall be one-half
the required fee for a class D driver’slicense. A Minnesota identification card or a Minnesota
driver’s license issued to a person 65 years of age or over shall be valid identification for the
purpose of qualifying for reduced rates, free licenses or services provided by any board, com-
mission, agency or institution that is wholly or partially funded by state appropriations.

Subd. 4. Expiration. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, the expira-
tion date of Minnesota identification cards of applicants under the age of 65 shall be the birth-
day of the applicant in the fourth year following the date of issuance of the card.

(b) Minnesota 1dentification cards issued to applicants age 65 or over shall be valid for
the lifetime of the applicant.

(c) The explratlon date for an Under~21 identification card is the card holder’s 21st
birthday. The commissioner shall issue an 1dentification card to a holder of an Under-21
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identification card who applies for the card, pays the required fee, and presents proof of iden-
tity and age, unléss the commissioner determines that the applicant is not qualified for the
identification card.

Subd. 5. Anatomical gift; donor document. The department shall offer a donor docu-
ment to each person making application for a driver’s license or a Minnesota identification
card who indicates a desire not to make a decision about making an anatomical gift at the time
the application is made. The commissioner of public safety shall prescribe the form of the
donor document and the application for a driver’s license or a Minnesota identification card.
The forms must be designed so that execution by the applicant of the donor document or ap-
plication will make an anatomical gift under the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1987), sec-
trons 525.921 to 525.9224. If the donor is 18 years of age or older, the donor document or
application must be signed by the donor. If the donor cannot sign, the donor document or
application may be signed for the donor at the donor’s'direction, in the donor’s presence, and
1n the presence of two witnesses who must sign the donor document or application in the do-
nor’s presence. If the donor 1s a minor, the donor document or application must be signed by
the minor donor, and one of the minor donor’s parents, a legal guardian, or a parent having
legal custody. If the minor cannot sign, the donor document or application may not be signed
for the minor. The department shall identify donors of anatomical gifts by the designation
“donor” on the front side of the donor’s driver’s license or Minnesota identification card. The
issuance of adriver’s license or Minnesota identification cardidentifying the person as a “do-
nor” completes the donation process and the license or identification card constitutes the fi-
nal donorrecord. The department is not required to keep the physical record of the donor card
or apphication after issuing the driver’s license or identification card for the donation to be
valid. The department shall maintain a computer record of donors. Revocation, suspension,
expiration, or cancellation of the license does not invalidate the anatomical gift. The designa-
tion “donor” constitutes sufficient legal authority for the removal of all body organs or parts
upon death of the donor for the purpose of transplantation. The donor designation may be
removed only upon written notice to the department. Delivery of the license or Minnesota
identification card during the donor’s lifetime is not necessary to make the gift valid.

Subd. 6. Medical alert identifier. Upon the written request of the applicant, the depart-
ment shall 1ssue a driver’s license or Minnesota identification card bearing a medical alert
identifier. The applicant must request the medical alert 1dentifier at the time the photograph
or electronically produced image is taken. No specific medical information will be contained
on the driver’s license or Minnesota 1dentification card.

Subd. 7. Living Will/Health Care Directive designation. At the written request of the
applicant and on payment of the required fee, the department shall issue, renew, or reissue a
driver’s license or Minnésota identification card bearing the designation “Living
Will/Health Care Directive” or an abbreviation thereof. The designation does not constitute
delivery of a health care declaration under section 145B.05.

On payment of the required fee, the department shall issue a replacement or renewal
license or identification card without the designation if requested by the applicant.

This subdivision does not impose any additional duty on a health care provider, as de-
fined in section 145B.02, subdivision 6, or 145C.01, subdivision 6, beyond the duties im-
posed in chapter 145B or 145C.

For the purposes of this subdivision:

(1) “living will” means a declaration made under section 145B.03; and

(2) “health care directive” means a durable power of attorney for health care under sec-
tion 145C.02, or any other written advance health care directive of the applicant that is autho-
rized by statute or not prohibited by law.

Subd. 8. Certification; school bus safety laws. Before a driver’s license may be issued
or renewed, an applicant for a driver’s license or renewal shall certify by signature that the
applicant is aware of the duties and responsibilities required of drivers under section 169.444
to guard against jeopardizing the safety of school children around school buses and the pen-
alties for violating that section. A failure to make this certification does not bar a prosecution
for violation of section 169.444.
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Subd. 9. Improved security. The commissioner shall develop new drivers’ licenses
and 1dentification cards, to be issued beginning January 1, 1994, that must be as impervious
to alteration as 1s reasonably practicable in their design and quality of material and technolo-
gy The dniver’s license security laminate shall be made from materials not readily available
to the general public. The design and technology employed must enable the driver’s license
and identification card to be subject to two or more methods of visual verification capable of
clearly indicating the presence of tampering or counterfeiting. The driver’s license and 1den-
tification card must not be susceptible to reproduction by photocopying or simulation and
must be highly resistant to data or photograph substitution and other tampering.

Subd. 10. Agreement with other agency. The commissioner of public safety is autho-
rized to enter into agreements with other agencies to 1ssue cards to clients of those agencies
for use in their programs. The cards may be issued to persons who do not quahfy for aMinne-
sota driver’s license or do not provide evidence of name and identity as required by rule for a
Minnesota 1dentification card. Persons issued cards under this subdivision will meet the
ident:fication verification requirements of the contracting agency

The mteragency agreement may include provisions for the payment of the county fee
provided in section 171.06, subdivision 4, and the actual cost to manufacture the card

Cards issued under this subdivision are not Minnesota identification cards for the pur-
poses defined in sections 48.512, 201.061, 201.161, 332.50, and 340A.503.

Subd. 11. Designated caregiver. (2) Upon the written request of the applicant on a form
developed by the department, which contains the information specified in paragraph (b), and
upon payment of an additional fee of $3.50, the department shall issue a driver’s license or
Minnesota identification card bearing a symbol or other appropriate identifier indicating that
the license holder has appointed an individual to serve as a designated caregiver under chap-
ter 257A.

(b) The form shall provide as follows:

“...(Name of parent(s))... appoints ...(name of designated caregiver)... to provide care
for ...(name of child or children)... when requested by the parent(s) or when the parent(s) is
unable to care for the child (children) and unable to request the designated caregiver’s assis-
tance.

The designated caregiver will care for the child (children) named 1n this form for
(choose one of the following):

(indicate a specified period of time that 1s less than one year); or

(indicate that care is to be provided for one year).

The designated caregiver has the powers and duties to make decisions and meet the
child’s (children’s) needs 1n the areas checked or specified below:

education .....

health care ... .

religion .....

day care .....

The designated caregiver (choose one of the following):
is ...
is not ...

authorized to make decisions about financial issues and control financial resources pro-
vided for the child (children) by the parent.

This designated caregiver agreement is effective for four years following the date it is
signed by the parent(s), designated caregiver, and any alternate designated caregiver. How-
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ever, the agreement may be canceled by a parent, a designated caregiver, or an alternate des-
ignated caregiver at any time before that date, upon notice to the other parties to the agree-
ment. All parents who have court—ordered visitation rights to the child must consent to the
;agreement.

(Signature(s) of parent(s) with legal custody and Mlnnesota driver’s license(s) or Min-
nesota identification card number(s))

(Designated caregiver signature, Minnesota driver’s license or Minnesota identifica-
tion card number, address, and telephone number)

(Alternate designated caregiver signature, Minnesota driver’s license or Minnesota
identification card number, address, and telephone number)

(Notarization .....)"”

(c)The department shall maintaina computerlzed records system of all persons listed as
designated caregivers by driver’s license and identification card applicants. This data shall
be released to appropriate law enforcement agencies under section 13.69. Upon a parent’s
request and payment of a fee of $3.50, the department shall revise 1ts list of designated care-
givers and alternates to reflect a change in the appointment of a designated caregiver.

(d) At the request of the license or card holder, the department shall cancel the desig-
nated caregiver indication without additional charge. However, this paragraph does not pro-
hibit a fee that may be applicable for a duplicate or replacement license or card, renewal of a
license, or other service applicable to a driver’s license or identification card.

(e) Notwithstanding sections 13.08, subdivision 1, and 13.69, the department and de—
partment employees are concluswely presumed to be acting in good faith when employees
rely on statements made, in person or by telephone, by persons purporting to be law enforce-
ment and subsequently release information described in paragraph (b). When acting in good
faith, the department and department personnel are immune from civil liability and not sub-
Ject to suit for damages resulting from the release of this 1nformat10n

(f) The department and its employees:

(1) have no duty to inquire or otherwise determine whether a form submutted under thus
subdivision contains the signatures of all parents who have legal custody of a child or wheth-
er all parents who have court-ordered visitation rights to the child have consented to the
agreement; and

(2) are immune from all civil liability and not subject to suit for damages resultmg from
a claim that any parent with legal custody of a child has not signed the form or that a parent
who has court—ordered visitation rights to the child did not consent to the agreement.

(g) Of the fees received by the department under this subdivision:

(1) Up to $111,000 received 1n fiscal year 1997 and up to $61,000 received in subse-
quent fiscal years must be deposited in the general fund.

(2) All other fees must be deposited in the trunk highway fund.

Subd. 12. Snowmobile safety certificate. (a) The department shall maintain in its rec-
ords information transmitted electronically from the commissioner of natural resources
identifying each person whom the commussioner has issued a snowmobile safety certificate.

(b) After receiving information under paragraph (a) that a person has recerved a snow-
mobile safety certificate, the department shall include, on all drivers’ licenses or Minnesota
1dentification cards subsequently issued to the person, a graphic or written indication that the
person has received the certificate. ‘

() If a person who has received a snowmobile safety certificate applies for a driver’s
license or Minnesota identification card before that information has been transmitted to the
department, the department may accept a copy of the certificate as proof of its issuance and
shall then follow the procedures in paragraph (b).

Subd. 13. Firearms safety designation. (a) When an applicant presents a firearms safe-
ty certificate issued for successfully completing a firearms safety course administered under
section 97B.015, voluntarily requests a driver’s license or identification card described in
paragraph (b), pays the required fees, and otherwise qualifies, the department shall issue, re-
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new, or reissue to the applicant a driver’s license or Minnesota identification card described
1n paragraph (b).

(b) Pursuant to paragraph (a) the department shall issue a driver’s hcense or Minnesota
identification card bearing a designation or symbolic representation, as designed by the com-
missioner in consultation with the commissioner of natural resources, indicating that the ap-
plicant has successfully completed a firearms safety course and is knowledgeable in firearms
safety.

History: (2720—144d) 1939c¢ 401 s 7; ]957 c56454;1963¢c800s1; 1971 c 129 s
2, 1971 ¢ 644 s 10; 1971 ¢ 659 s 2; 1973 ¢ 355 39; 1973 ¢ 698 s 4; 1973 ¢ 725 5 23;
1975¢ 3935 1; 1977 ¢ 361 s 1-3; 1980 ¢ 446 5 2,3; 1981 ¢ 311 5 39; 1981 ¢ 363 5
36-38; 1982 ¢ 545524, 1983 c 1355 1; 1983 ¢ 272 s 1; 1Sp1985 ¢ 4 5 8; 1986 c 444;
1986 ¢ 454 5 23; 1987 ¢ 2485 1; 1987 ¢ 329 5 1, 1989 ¢ 301 5 7,8; 1989 ¢ 307 s 22, 1990
¢51052-6; 1990 c 568 art 2 s 30; 1991 ¢ 202 s 14; 1991 ¢ 277 s 13; 1991 ¢ 333 5 28;
1992 ¢ 571 art 135 1; 1992 ¢ 581 s 15; 1993 ¢ 266 s 23; 1995 ¢ 207 art 2.5 3; 1995 ¢ 259
art 15 36; 1996 ¢ 275 5 7-9; 1996 c 455 art 6 s 2; 1997 ¢ 13 5 2,3; ]99706052 1997 ¢
65s1; 1Sp1997 ¢ 2 5 52; 1998 ¢ 388 s 17

171.071 PHOTOGRAPH ON LICENSE OR IDENTIFICATION CARD.

Subdivision 1. Religious objection. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 171.07,
the commissioner of public safety may adopt rules to permit identification on a driver’s li-
cense or Minnesota identification card in lieu of a photograph or electronically produced
image where the commussioner finds that the licensee has religious objections to the use of a
photograph or electronically produced image.

Subd. 2. Certain lieadwear permitted. If an accident involving a head injury, serious
illness, or treatment of the illness has resulted in hair loss by an applicant for a driver’slicense
or identification card, the commissioner shall permit the applicant to wear a hat or similar
headwear in the photograph or electronically produced image. The hat or headwear must be
of an appropriate size and type to allow identification of the holder of the license or card and
must not obscure the holder’s face.

History: Ex1971 ¢ 3 s 95; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70; 1990 ¢ 510 s 7; 1995c7s1

171.08 LICENSEE TO HAVE LICENSE IN POSSESSION.

Every licensee shall have the license in immediate possession at all times when operat-
g a motor vehicle and shall display it upon demand of a peace officer, an authorized repre-
sentative of the department, or an officer authorized by law to enforce the laws relating to the
operation of motor vehicles on public streets and highways. Unless the person is the holder of
a limited license 1ssued under section 171.30, no person charged with violating the posses-
sion requirement shall be convicted if the person produces in court or the office of the arrest-
ing officer a driver’s license previously issued to that person for the class of vehicle being
dniven which was valid at the time of arrest or satisfactory proof that at the time of the arrest
the person was validly licensed for the class of vehicle being driven. The licensee shall also,
upon request of any officer, write the licensee’s name in the presence of the officer to deter-
mine the identity of the licensee.

History: (2720—144e) 1939 ¢ 401 s 8; 1963 ¢ 206 5 1; ]97]0644s]] 1983 ¢ 359
5 17; 1986 c 444; 1988 ¢ 681 s 15

171.09 COMMISSIONER MAY IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS.

The commissioner shall have the authority, when good cause appears, to impose restrlc-
tions suitable to the licensee’s driving ability or such other restrictions applicable to the li-
censee as the commissioner may determine to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a
motor vehicle by the licensee. The commissioner may, upon receiving satisfactory evidence
of any violation of the restrictions of the license, suspend or revoke the license. A license
suspension under this section is subject to section 171.18, subdivisions 2 and 3.

Itis unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle.in any manner in violation of the
restrictions imposed in a restricted license issued to that person.,

History: (2720—144f) 1939 ¢ 401 s 9; 1986 ¢ 444; 1996 ¢ 346 5 4
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171.10 DUPLICATE LICENSE; VEHICLE ENDORSEMENT.

Subdivision 1. Duplicate license. In the event that an instruction permit, provisional
license, or driver’s license 1ssued under the provisions of this chapter is lost or destroyed, or
becomes illegible, the person to whom the same was 1ssued shall obtain a duplicate thereof,
furnishing proof satisfactory to the department that such permit or license has been lost or
destroyed or has become illegible, and make payment of the required fee.

Subd. 2. Endorsement added. Any person, after applying for or receiving a driver’s
license and prior to the expiration year of the license, who wishes to have a motorcycle,
school bus, tank vehicle, passenger, double—trailer or triple—trailer, or hazardous materials
vehicle endorsement added to the license, shall, after taking the necessary examination, ap-
ply for a duplicate license and make payment of the proper fee.

History: (2720-144g) 1939 c 401 s 10; 1971 ¢ 644 5 12; 1986 ¢ 444; 1989 ¢ 307 s
23; 1991 ¢ 298 art7 s 3; 1993 ¢ 1425 2; 1998 ¢ 388 5 18

171.11 DUPLICATE LICENSE; CHANGE OF DOMICILE OR NAME.

When any person, after applying for orreceiving a driver’s license, shall change perma-
nent domicile from the address named in such application or in the license issued to the per-
son, or shall change a name by marriage or otherwise, such person shall, within 30 days there-
after, apply for a duplicate driver’s license upon a form furnished by the department and pay
the required fee. The application or duplicate license shall show both the licensee’s old ad-
dress and new address or the former name and new name as the case may be. '

History: (2720~144h) 1939 ¢ 401 s 11; 1943 ¢ 610 5 2; 1986 ¢ 444; 1993 ¢ 266 5°
24 . ) ,

171.12 DRIVING RECORD; FILING; PRIVATE DATA; SURCHARGE.

Subdivision 1. Licenses filed in alphabetical order. The department shall file every
application foradriver’s license recelved byitand shall maintain suitable indices containing,
1n alphabetical order: - '

(1) all applications denied and the reason for denial;

(2) all applications granted; and '

(3) the name of every person whose license has been suspended revoked, or canceled or
who has b@en disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle by the department,
and after each name the reasons for the action.

Notwithstanding section 260.161, data revealing that the reason for the action under
clause (3) 1s an order of the juvenile court are accessible to the public.

Subd. 2. Accident report and record of conviction filed. The department shall flle all
accident reports and abstracts of court records of convictions and violations received by it
under the laws of this state and its political subdivisions, and in connection therewith main-
tain convenient records or make suitable notations in order that an individual record of each
licensee showing the convictions of such licensee and the traffic accidents in which the -
censee has been involved shall be readily ascertainable and available for the consideration of
the department upon any application for renewal of license and the revocation, suspenswn
or limitation of licenses. :

Subd. 2a. Alcohol concentratlon on driving record. When a person’s driver’s license
or permit to drive is revoked or suspended pursuant to section 169.123, or when a person is
convicted for violating section 169.121, 169.1211, 169.1218, 169.129, 360.0752, or 609.21,
and a test of the person’s breath, urine, orblood has been made to determine the person’s alco-
hol concentration, the commissioner of public safety shall record the test results on the per-
son’s driving record pertaining to that violation. The alcohol concentration is classified as
public data on individuals, as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 15, and must be kept for
the period of time specified in subdivision 3, clause (2).

Subd. 3. Application and record, when destroyed. The department may cause ap-
plications for dnivers’ licenses, provisional licenses, and instruction permits, and related rec-
ords, to be destroyed immediately after the period for which issued, except that:
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(1) the driver’s record pertaining to revocations, suspensions, cancellations, disqualifi-
cations, convictions, and accidents shall be camulative and kept for a period of at least five
years; and

(2) the driver’s record pertaining to the alcohol-related offenses and licensing actions
listed in section 169.121, subdivision 3, and to violations of sections 169.1211 and 171.24,
subdivision 5, shall be cumulative and kept for a period of at least 15 years.

Subd. 3a. Record destroyed when order rescinded. Notwithstanding subdivision 3 or
section 138.163, when an order for revocation, suspension, or cancellation of a driver’s li-
cense or disqualification of a driver from operating a commercial motor vehicle is rescinded
and all rights of appeal have been exhausted or have expired, the commuissioner shall remove
the record of that revocation, suspension, cancellation, or disqualification from the computer
records that are disclosed to persons or agencles outside the driver and vehicle services divi-
sion, department of public safety.

Subd. 3b. Record of improper suspension destroyed. Notwithstanding subdivision 3
or section 138.163, when an order for suspension of a driver’s license 1ssued pursuant to sec-
tion 171.186 1s rescinded because the license was improperly suspended and all rights of ap-
peal have been exhausted or have expired, the commissioner shall remove the record of that
suspension from the computer records that are disclosed to persons or agencies outside the
driver and vehicle services division of the department of public 'safety.

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1976 ¢ 2 s 69]

Subd. 5. Doner document. The department shall file all donor documents recerved by
it, and in connection therewith maintain convenient records in order that donor status shall be
readily ascertainable. On request of any mterested party upon or after the donor’s death, the
department shall produce the donor document for examination.

Subd. 6. Certain convictions not recorded. The department shall not keep on the rec-
ord of a driver any conviction for a violation of section 169.14, subdivision 2, paragraph (a),
clause (3), unless the violation consisted of a speed greater than ten miles per hour in excess
of the lawful speed.

Subd. 7. Privacy of residence address. (a) An applicant for a driver’s license or a Min-
nesota identification card may request that the applicant’s residence address be classified as
private data on individuals, as defined in section 13 02, subdivision 12. The commissioner
shall grant the classification upon receipt of a signed statement by the individual that the clas-
sification is required for the safety of the applicant or the applicant’s family, if the statement
also provides a valid, existing address where the applicant consents to receive service of pro-
cess. The commissioner shall use the mailing address in place of the residence address in all
documents and notices pertaining to the driver’s license or identification card. The residence
address and any information provided 1n the classification request, other than the mailing

"address, are private data on individuals and may be provided to requesting law enforcement
agencies, probation and parole agencies, and public authorities, as defined in section 518.54,
subdivision 9.

(b) An applicant for a driver’s license or a Minnesota 1dentification card must be in-
formed in a clear and conspicuous manner on the forms for the issuance or renewal that the
applicant’s personal information may be disclosed to any person who makes a request for the
personal information, and that except for uses permitted by United States Code, title 18, sec-
tion 2721, clause (b), the applicant may prohibit disclosure of the personal information by so
mdicating on the form.

(c) An applicant for a driver’s license or a Minnesota identification card must be also
informed 1n a clear and conspicuous manner on forms that the applicant’s personal informa-
tion may be used, rented, or sold solely for bulk distribution by organizations for business
purposes, including surveys, marketing, or solicitation. The commissioner shall implement
methods and procedures that enable the applicant to request that bulk surveys, marketing, or
solicitation not be directed to the applicant. If the applicant so requests, the commissioner
shall implement the request 1n a timely manner and the personal information may not be so
used. )

(d) To the extent permitted by United States Code, title 18, section 2721, data on indi-
viduals provided to obtain a Minnesota identification card or a driver’s license is public data
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on individuals and shall be disclosed as permitted by United States Code, title 18, section
2721, clause (b).

Subd. 7a. Disclosure of personal mformatlon The commissioner shall disclose per-
sonal information where the use is related to the operation of a motor vehicle or to public
safety, including public dissemination. The use of personal information is related to public
safety 1f it concerns the physical safety or security of drivers, vehicles, pedestrians, or proper-
ty. .
Subd. 8. Request for information; surcharge on fee. The commissioner shall impose
a surcharge of 50 cents on each fee charged by the commissioner under section 13.03, subdi-
vision 3, for copies or electronic transmittal of public information concerning driver’s li-
cense and Minnesota identification card applicants. This surcharge only applies to a fee 1m-
posed in responding to a request made in person or by mail, or to a request for transmuttal
through a computer modem. The surcharge does not apply to the request of an individual for
information concerning that individual’s driver’s license or Minnesota identification card.
The commissioner shall forward the surcharges collected under this subdivision to the com-
missioner of finance on a monthly basis. Upon receipt, the commussioner of finance shall
credit the surcharges to the general fund.

History: (2720-144i) 1939 ¢ 401 s 12; 1943 ¢ 6105 3; 1967 ¢ 205 s 1; 1969 ¢ 871
5§2; 1975 ¢ 393 5 2; 1986 ¢ 444; 1986 ¢ 454 5 24; 1988 ¢ 670 s 10; 1989 ¢ 307 s 24; 1990
c461's 2; 1993 ¢ 266 s 25; 1993 ¢ 326 art 11 s 3,4; 1994 ¢ 501 's 4-6; 1994 ¢ 615 5 19;
1994 c 618 art 1 s25; 1995 ¢ 257 art 1 s 10; 1995 c 259 art 1 s 37; 1996 c 440 art 1 s
43,44; 1996 c 455 art 15 9; 1Spl1997 ¢ 2 5 53; 1998 ¢ 371 5 9; 1998 ¢ 388 5 19

171.121 USE OF ANOTHER'’S RESIDENCE ADDRESS.
A person may notify the commussioner 1n writing to the effect that the person (1) is the
owner of a residence, and (2) does not consent to have that residence address 1dentified on
"any driver’s license or identification card or driving record of the department as the residence
address or permanent mailing address of any person named 1n the notice. The notice may not
name a spouse of the notifying person. Upon receiving the notice the commissioner shall not
issue any license or identification card under this chapter, or accept an application for a li-
cense oridentification card under this chapter, that lists the residence address identified in the
notice as the residence address or permanent malhng address of any person named in the no-
tice.

History: 7996 ¢ 356 5 1

171.13 EXAMINATION. Cot

Subdivision 1. Subjects tested. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the com-
missioner shall examine each applicant for a driver’s license by such agency as the commis-
sioner directs. This examination must include a test of apphcant’s eyesight; ability to read
and understand highway signs regulating, warning, and directing traffic; knowledge of traf-
ficlaws; knowledge of the effects of alcohol and drugs on adriver’s ability to operate a motor
vehicle safely and legally, and of the legal penalties and financial consequences resulting
from violations of laws prohibiting the operation of a motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs; knowledge of railroad grade crossing safety; knowledge of slow—
moving vehicle safety; knowledge of traffic laws related to bicycles; an actual demonstration
of ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the operation of a motor vehicle; and
other physical and mental examinations as the commissioner finds necessary to determine
the applicant’s fitness to operate a motor vehicle safely upon the highways, provided, further
however, no driver’s license shall be denied an applicant on the exclusive grounds that the
applicant’s eyesight 1s deficient 1n color perception. Provided, however, that war veterans
operating motor vehicles especially equipped for handicapped persons, shall, if otherwise
entitled to a license, be granted such license. The commussioner shall make provision for giv-
ing these examinations either in the county where the applicant resides or at a place adjacent
thereto reasonably convenient to the applicant. .

Subd. la. Waiver. The commissioner may waive the requlrement that the apphcant
demonstrate ability to exercise ordinary and reasonable control in the operation of a motor
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vehicle on determining that the applicant possesses a valid driver’s hcense issued by a juris-
diction that requires a comparable demonstration for license issuance.

Subd. 1b. Driver’s manual; alcohol consumption. (a) The commissioner shall 1n-
clude in each subsequent edition of the driver’s manual published by the department a chap-
ter relating to:

(1) the effect of alcohol consumption on highway safety and on the ability of drivers to
safely operate motor vehicles;

(2) a summary of the laws of Minnesota on operating a motor vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol or a controlled substance; and

(3) the legal penalties and financial consequences resulting from violations of laws pro-
hibiting the operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

(b) This chapter shall also include information on the dangers of driving at alcohol con-
centration levels below the legal limit for alcohol concentration, and specifically state that:

(1) there is no “safe” level or amount of alcohol that an individual can assume will not
impaur one’s driving performance or increase the risk of a crash;

(2) adriver may be convicted of driving while impaired whether or not the driver’s alco-
hol concentration exceeds the legal limit for alcohol concentration; and

(3) a person under the legal drinking age may be convicted of 1llegally consuming alco-
holif found to have consumed any amount of alcohol, and 1f that person was driving during or
after the consumption of alcohol is subject to driver’s license suspension.

Subd. 1c. Driver’s manual; fleeing from peace officer. The commissioner shall in-
clude in each edition of the driver’s manual published by the department a section relating to
the criminal sanctions and forfeiture provisions applicable to persons who flee a peace offi-
cer in a motor vehicle.

Subd. Id. Driver’s manual; railroad crossing safety. The commissioner shall include
in each edition of the driver’s manual published by the department a section relating to safe
operation of vehicles at railroad grade crossings. )

Subd. le. Slow-moving vehicle. The commussioner shall include in each examination
under subdivision 1 an examination of the applicant’s knowledge of highway safety with re-
spect to approaching, following, and passing slow—moving vehicles and the 51gmﬁcance of
the slow—moving vehicle emblem.

Subd. 1f. Driver’s manual; bicycle traffic. The commissioner shall include in each
edition of the driver’s manual published by the department after August 1, 1995, a section
relating to bicycle traffic laws, including any changes in the law which affect bicycle traffic.

Subd. 1g. Driver’s manual; erosswalk right—of-way. The .commissioner shall in-
clude in each edition of the driver’s manual published by the department after August 1,
1996, a section relating to the circumstances under which a driver must stop to yield the
right—of—way to a pedestrian in a crosswalk and the penalties for failure to yield.

Subd. 2. Examination upon renewal. A driver’s license shall be issued upon renewal
when the applicant has passed an examination consisting of a screening of the applicant’s
eyesight. Screening of eyesight required by this subdivision shall not be construed as the
practice of optometry as defined in section 148.56.

Subd. 3. Examination of licensed driver. The commissioner may require an examina-
tion by such agency as the commissioner directs of any licensed driver, to determine incom-
petency, physical or mental disability or.disease, or any other condition which might affect
the driver from exercising reasonable and ordinary control over a motor vehicle, but no ex-
amination shall be required only for the reason that any licensed driver has attained a certain
age. If as a result of the examination the commissioner believes that the driver is an unsafe
person to operate a motor vehicle upon the pubhc highways, the commissioner may cancel
the driver’s license of the person. The commissioner shall give the person written notice of
the cancellation.

Subd. 4. Cancellation for failure to submit to examination. If alicensee does not sub—
mit to any examination required under the provisions of subdivision 3, the commissioner
may cancel the driver’s license of the licensee. If suchlicense 1s canceled, the licensee shall
immediately surrender to the department all driver’s license certificates in possession.
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Subd. 5. Examination fee for vehicle endorsement. Any person applying to secure a
school bus, tank vehicle, passenger, double—trailer or triple—trailer, or hazardous materials
vehicle endorsement on the person’s driver’s license shall pay a $2.50 examination fee at the
place of application.

Subd. 6. Initial motorcycle endorsement fee. A person applying for an 1nitial motor-
cycle endorsement on a driver’s license shall pay at the place of examination a total fee of
$21, which includes the examination fee and endorsement fee, but does not include the fee
for a duplicate driver’s license prescribed in section 171.06, subdivision 2. Of this amount,
$11 mustbe credited as provided in section 171.06, subdivision 2a, paragraph (a), clause (1),
$2.50 must be credited to the trunk highway fund, and the remainder must be credited to the
general fund.

History: 1939 ¢ 401 s 13; 1947047931 1949 ¢ 128 s 1; 1971 ¢ 644 s 13; 1971 ¢
8465 11973 ¢ 6985 5; 1981 ¢ 357 5 64; 1983 ¢ 535 1; 1986 ¢ 330 5 2; 1986 ¢ 444;
1988 ¢ 712 s 1; 1989 ¢ 307 s 25; 1991 ¢ 298 art'2 s 3,4; art 7 s 4; 1993 ¢ 142 s 3; 1993 ¢
187 520,21; 1993 ¢ 347 s 13; 1995¢c 72 5 3,4; ]9950104s23 1996 ¢ 333 5 2; 1997 ¢
159 art 2 s 33,34

171.131 PHYSICIAN REPORTING TO COMMISSIONER. ‘

Subdivision 1. Voluntary reporting by physicians. Any physician who diagnoses a
physical or mental condition which in the physician’s judgment will significantly impair the
person’s ability to operate safely a motor vehicle may voluntarily report the person’s name
and other information relevant to the condition to the commissioner. The commissioner,
upon receiving the report, shall require the person so reported to be examined as provided 1n
section 171.13, subdivision 3.

Subd. 2. Physicians immune from liability. Any physician reporting in good faith and
exercising due care shall have immunity from any liability, civil or criminal, that otherwise
might result by reason of actions pursuant to this section’ No cause of action may be brought
against any physician for not making a report pursuant to this section.

History: 1982 c479 s 1; 1983 ¢ 216 art 1 s 32; 1986 ¢ 444 : o

171.14 CANCELLATION.

The commissioner shall have authority to cancel any driver’s hcense upon determina-
t1on that the licensee was not entitled to the issuance thereof hereunder, or that the licensee
failed to give the required or correct information in the application, or committed any fraud
or deceit in making such application. The commussioner may also cancel the driver’s license
of any person who, at the time of the cancellation, would not have been entitled to receive a
license under the provisions of section 171.04

History: (2720-144k) 1939 ¢ 401 s 14; 1959 ¢ 506 s 1; 1986 c 444; 1989 ¢ 307 s
26

171.15 NONRESIDENT’S DRIVING PRIVILEGE.

Subdivision 1. Suspension or revecation. The privilege of driving a motor, vehicle on
the highways of this state given to a nonresident hereunder shall be subject to the suspensicn
or revocation by the commissioner in like:manner and for like cause as a driver’s license is-
sued hereunder may be suspended or revoked.

The commissioner is further authorized, upon receiving a record of conviction in this

-state of a nonresident driver of a motor vehicle of any offense under the motor vehicle laws of
this state, to forward a certified copy of such record to the motor vehicle administrator in the
state wherein the person so convicted is a resident.

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1986 ¢ 454 s 37]
‘. History: (2720-145) 1939 c 401 s 15; 1978 c 783 56

171.16 COURT MAY RECOMMEND SUSPENSION.

-Subdivision 1 Court to report to commissioner. Every court having jurisdiction over
offenses committed under any law of this state or ordinance of a political subdivision regulat-
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ing the operation of motor vehicles, shall forward to the department, within ten days, arecord
of the conviction of any person in the court for a violation of any laws or ordinances, except
parking violations and defective vehicle equipment or vehicle size or weight violations.

Subd. 2. Commissioner shall suspend. The court may recommend the suspension of
the driver’s license of the person so convicted, and the commussioner shall suspend such li-
cense as recommended by the court, without a hearing as provided herein.

Subd. 3. Suspension for failure to pay fine. When any court reports to the commis-
sioner that a person: (1) has been convicted of violating a law of this state or an ordinance of a
political subdivision which regulates the operation or parking of motor vehicles, (2) has been
sentenced to the payment of a fine or had a surcharge levied against that person, or sentenced
to a fine upon which a surcharge was levied, and (3) has refused or failed to comply with that
sentence or to pay the surcharge, notwithstanding the fact that the court has determined that
the person has the ability to pay the fine or surcharge, the commissioner shall suspend the
driver’slicense of such person for 30 days for a refusal or failure to pay or until notified by the
court that the fine or surcharge, or both if a fine and surcharge were not paid, has been paid.

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1973 ¢ 698 s 8]

Subd. 5. Juvenile court. When any judge of a juvenile court, or any of its duly autho-
rized agents, shall determine formally or informally that any person under the age of 18 years
has violated any of the provisions of any law of this state, or ordinances of political subdivi-
sions thereof, regulating the operation of motor vehicles on streets and highways, except
parking violations, and except traffic offenses involving a violation of section 169.121 that
must be reported under section 171.17, the judge, or duly authonzed agent, shall immediate-
ly report the determination to the department and may recommend the suspension of the per-
son’s license, and the commissioner is hereby authorized to suspend the license, without a
hearing.

Subd. 6. N otlce of suspension. A suspension under this section is subject to the notice
requirements of section 171.18, subdivision 2.

History: (2720-145a) 1939 ¢ 401 s 16, except par (c); 1969 ¢ 946 s 2; Ex1971 ¢ 27
8§24, 1973 c 421 54,5; 1981 ¢ 341 5 3; 1983 ¢ 359 5 18; 1984 ¢ 622 5 16; 1986 c 444;
1987 ¢ 123 52; 1989 ¢ 307 5 27; 1996 ¢ 346 5 5; 1998 ¢ 367 art 8 5 3; 1998 ¢ 388 5 20

171.165 COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE, DISQUALIFICATION.

Subdivision 1. First violation. Subject to section 171.166, the commissioner shall dis-
qualify a person from operating commercial motor vehicles for one year upon receiving a
record of the first conviction of the person for a violation of any of the following in the com-
mission of which a commercial motor vehicle was.used:

(1) section 169.121 or section 169.1211;

(2) section 169 09, subdivision 1 or 2;

(3) a felony, other than a felony described in subdivision 3, clause (3); or

(4) an offense committed in another state that would be grounds for disqualification un-
der this subdivision or subdivision 2 1f commutted in Minnesota.

Subd. 2. Implied consent revocation. The commissioner shall disqualify a person
from operating commercial motor vehicles for one year from the effective date of a revoca-
tion under section 169.123 or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with it,
if the person was driving, operating, or in physical control of a commercial motor vehicle at
the time of the incident on which the revocation 1s based.

Subd. 3. Grave or multiple offenses. Subject to section 171.166, the commissioner
shall disqualify a person from operating commercial motor vehicles for:

(1) notless than three years, for a conviction or revocation set forth 1n subdivision 1 or2
committed during the transportation of hazardous materials;

(2) not less than ten years, if the person is convicted a second or subsequent time of an
offense set forth in subdivision 1 or 2, a statute of another state or ordinance in conforrmty
with it, or any combination of those offenses; or -

(3) life, if the person is convicted under chapter 152 of a felony involving the manufac—
ture, sale, or distribution of a controlled substance, or involving the possession of a con-
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trolled substance with intent to manufacture, sell, or distribute 1t, and.the person is found to
have used a commercial motor vehicle in the commission of the felony.

Subd. 4. Serious traffic violation. On receiving a record of conviction and subject to
section 171.166, the commissioner shall disqualify a person from operating commercial mo-
tor vehicles for 60 days if the person is convicted of two serious traffic violations, or 120 days
if convicted of three serious traffic violations. The violations must involve separate incidents
and must have been committed 1n a commercial motor vehicle within a three—year period.
For purposes of this subdivision, a serious traffic offense includes the following:

(1) following too closely under section 169.18, subdivision §;

(2) erratic lane change under sections 169.18, subdivisions 3 and 7; and 169.19, subdi-
vision 4;

(3) operating the commercial vehicle at a speed 15 miles per hour or more above the
posted speed limt;

4 reckless or careless driving under section 169.13;

(5) fleeing a peace officer under section 609.487; and

(6) a violation of a moving traffic statute of Minnesota or any state, or an ordmance m
conformity with a Minnesota statute, that arose in connection with a fatal accident.

Subd. 5. Rules. The co‘mmissioﬁer shall adopt rules to admunuster this section. The rules
must include procedures for issuing class D licenses to persons who have been disqualified
from operating.commercial motor vehicles but whose drivers’ licenses have not otherwise
been revoked, suspended, canceled, or denied.

Subd. 6. Exemptions. A disqualification shall not be imposed under this section on a
recreational equipment operator, farmer, or firefighter operating a commercial motor vehicle
within the scope of section 171.02, subdivision 2, paragraph (a).

Subd. 7. Scope. This section applies to offenses committed, and revocations imposed
for incidents occurring, on or after January 1, 1990.

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 28; 1991 ¢ 333 5 29; 1994 ¢ 501 s 7; 1996 ¢ 275 5 10

171.166 REVIEW OF DISQUALIFICATION.

Subdivision 1. Review of convictions. The commuissioner shall review court records of
convictions subject to section 171.165, other than a violation of section 169.121, 169.1211,
or 169.123, if the commissioner has reasonable cause to believe the information is pertinent
to the disqualification of an individual.

Subd. 2. Notification to commercial driver’s license holder or applicant. The com-
missioner shall notify the applicant or license holder and the individual who is the subject of a
review, 1n writing, of the results of the review The commissioner shall notify the individual
reviewed if the information contained in the review could cause license disqualification.

Subd. 3. Reconsideration of license disqualification. (a) Within 30 days after receiv-
ing notice of possible disqualification under subdivision 2, the individual who is the subject
of the review may request reconsideration of the notice of possible disqualification. The indi-
vidual must submit the request for reconsideration to the commissioner 1n writing. The indi-
vidual must present information to show that the information the comrussioner relied upon
1s incorrect or not applicable for disqualification of the individual being reviewed.

(b) The commissioner may set aside the disqualification if the commissioner finds that
the information the commissioner relied upon is incorrect or not applicable for disqualifica-
tion of the individual being reviewed. .

(¢) The commissioner shall notify the applicant or license holder in writing of the recon-
sideration decision within 15 working days after receiving the request for reconsideration.
The disqualification takes effect 20 days after the person receives the recons1derat10n deci-
sion.

Subd. 4. [Repealed, 1995 ¢ 56 s 2]

History: 1989 ¢ 307 5 29; 1995 ¢ 56 s 1

171.17 REVOCATION.
Subdivision 1. Offenses. (2) The department shall immediately revoke the icense of a
driver upon receiving a record of the driver’s conviction of:
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(1) manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle or criminal vehicular
homicide or injury under section 609.21; \

(2) a violation of section 169.121 or 609.487;

(3) a felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle was used;

(4) failure to stop and disclose identity and render aid, as required under section 169.09,
i the event of a motor vehicle accident, resulting in the death or personal injury of another;

(5) perjury or the making of a false affidavit or statement to the department under any
law relating to the ownership or operation of a motor vehicle;

(6) except as this section otherwise provides, three charges of violating within a period
of 12 months any of the provisions of chapter 169 or of the rules or municipal ordinances
enacted in conformance with chapter 169, for which the accused may be pumshed upon con-
viction by imprisonment;

(7) two or more violations, within five years, of the misdemeanor offense described m
section 169.444, subdivision 2, paragraph (a); '

(8) the gross misdemeanor offense described in section 169. 444 subdivision 2, para-
graph (b); or

(9) an offense in another state that, if comrmtted in this state, would be grounds for re-
voking the driver’s license.

(b) The department shall immediately revoke the school bus endorsement of a driver
upon receiving a record of the driver’s conviction of the misdemeanor offense described in
section 169.443, subdivision 7.

Subd. 2. Offenses by juveniles. When a juvenile court judge or duly authorized agent
determines under a proceeding held under chapter 260 that a person under the age of 18 years
has commtted an offense defined 1n this section, the judge or authorized agent shall immedi-
ately report this determination to the department, and the commissioner shall immediately
revoke the person’s license. .

Subd. 3. Notice. Upon revoking a license under this chapter, the department shall im-
mediately notify the licensee, in writing, by depositing in the United States post office a no-
tice addressed to the licensee at the licensee’s last known address, with postage prepaid.

History: (2720-145b) 1939 ¢ 401's 17; 1951 c 483 s 1; 1961 ¢ 32 s 1; Ex1971 ¢ 27

525, 1981 ¢ 363 5 39; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70; 1985 ¢ 291 5 21, 1986 c 444; 1987 ¢ 123 5 3;
1991(:270s2 1991 ¢ 277 5 14; 1993 c 78 5 5; 1998(:388s2] 22

171.171 SUSPENSION ILLEGAL PURCHASE OF ALCOHOL OR TOBACCO.

The commissioner shall suspend for a period of 90 days the license of a person who:

(1) isunder the age of 21 years and 1s convicted of purchasing or attempting to purchase
an alcoholic beverage in violation of section 340A.503 if the person used a license or Minne-
sota identification card to purchase or attempt to purchase the alcoholic beverage;

(2) is convicted under section 171.22, subdivision 1, clause (2), or 340A.503, subdivi-
sion 2, clause (3) of lending or knowingly permutting a person under the age of 21 years to
use the person’s license or Minnesota identification card to purchase or attempt to purchase
an alcoholic beverage;

(3) is under the age of 18 years and is found by a court to have commiitted a petty misde-
meanor under section 609.685, subdivision 3, 1f the person used a license or Mlnnesota 1den-
tification card to purchase or attempt to purchase the tobacco product; or ’

(4)is convicted under section 171.22, subdivision 1, clause (2), of lending or knowingly
permutting a person under the age of 18 years to use the person’s licénse or Minnesota identi-
fication card to purchase or attempt to purchase a tobacco product.

History: 1985 ¢ 305 art 15 1; 1989 ¢ 301 s 9; 1997 ¢ 227 s 1; 1998 ¢ 388 5 23

171.172 REVOCATION; CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE OFFENSE.

The commissioner of public safety shall revoke the license of any person convicted of
or any juvenile adjudicated for a controlled substance offense if the court has notified the
commissioner of a determination made under section 152.0271 or 260.185, subdivision 1.
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The period of revocation shall be for the applicable time period specified in section
152.0271. If the person does not have a license or 1f the person’s license 1s suspended or re-
voked at the time of the conviction or adjudication, the commissioner shall, upon the per-
son’s apphcation for license issuance or reinstatement, delay the 1ssuance or reinstatement of
the person’s license for the applicable time period specified in section 152.0271.

History: 1993 ¢ 347 s 14; 1998 ¢ 388 s 24

171.173 SUSPENSION; UNDERAGE DRINKING OFFENSE.

The commissioner of public safety shall suspend the licensé of any person convicted of
or any juvenile adjudicated for an offense under section 340A.503, subdivision 1, paragraph
(a), clause (2), if the court has notified the commissioner of a determination made under sec-
tion 340A.503, subdivision 1, paragraph (c). The period of suspension shall be for the appli-
cable period specified in that paragraph. If the person does not have a license or if the per-
son’s license is suspended or revoked at the time of the conviction or adjudication, the com-
missioner shall, upon the person’s application for license 1ssuance or reinstatement, delay the
issuance or reinstatement of the person’s license for the applicable time period specified in
section 340A.503, subdivision 1, paragraph (c). Upon receipt of the court’s order, the com-
missioner is authonized to take the licensing action without a hearing.

History: 1993 ¢ 347 s 15; 1998 ¢ 388 s 25

171.174 REVOCATION; FLEEING PEACE OFFICER OFFENSE.

The commissioner of public safety shall revoke the hcense of a person upon receipt of a
certificate of conviction showing that the person has in a motor vehicle violated section
609.487, subdivision 3 or 4, or an ordinance in conformity with those subd1v151ons The com-
missioner shall revoke the license as follows: :

(1) for the first offense under section 609.487, subdivision 3, for not less than one year;

(2) for the second offense or subsequent offenses under section 609.487, subdivision 3,
for not less than three years;

(3) for an offense under section 609.487, subdivision 4, clause (a), for not less than ten
years;

(4) for an offense under section 609.487, subd1v1510n 4, clause (b), for not less than
seven years; and
(5) for an offense under section 609. 487 subd1v1510n 4, clause (c), for not less than five
years. '

A limited license under section 171.30 may not be issued for one-half of the revocation
period specified in clauses (1) to (5) and after that penod is over only upon and as recom-
mended by the adjudicating court.

History: 1996 ¢ 408 art 3 s 10; 1998 ¢ 388 s 26

171.18 SUSPENSION.

Subdivision: 1. Offenses. The commissioner, may suspend the license of a driver with-
out preliminary hearing upon a showing by department records or other sufficient evidence
that the licensee:

(1) has committed an offense for which mandatory revocation of license 1s required
upon conviction;

(2) has been convicted by a court for violating a provision of chapter 169 or an ordi-
nance regulating traffic, other than a conviction for a petty misdemeanor, and department
records show that the violation contributed in causing an accident resultmg in the death or

'personal injury of another, or serious property damage;

(3) is an habitually reckless or negligent driver of a motor vehicle;

(4) is an habitual violator of the traffic laws;

(5) is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle as determined in a judicial proceeding;

(6) has permitted an unlawful or fraudulent use of the license;

(7) has committed an offense 1n another state that, 1f committed in this state, would be
grounds for suspension;
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(8) has committed a violation of section 169.444, subdivision 2, paragraph (a), within
five years of a prior conviction under that section;

(9) has committed a violation of section 171.22, except that the commissioner may not
suspend a person’s driver’s license based solely on the fact that the person possessed a ficti-
tious or fraudulently altered Minnesota identification card;

(10) has failed to appear in court as provided in section 169.92, subdivision 4;

(11) has failed to report a medical condition that, 1f reported would have resulted in can-
cellation of driving privileges; or

(12) has been found to have committed an offense under section 169.1218, paragraph
(a). o

However, an action taken by the commissioner under clause (2) or,(5) must conform to
the recommendation of the court when made 1n connection with the prosecution of the licens-
ee. .
Subd. 2. Netice. The department may not suspend a driver’s license until 14 days after
the date on which the department mails to the licensee a written notice of the department’s
intent to suspend the license, addressed to the licensee at the licensee’s last known address,
with postage prepaid. Suspension of a driver’s license shall take effect immediately upon a
finding by the commissioner, based on department records or other sufficient evidence, thata
delay m the effectiveness of the suspension poses a threat to public safety. The department
shall immediately. notify the licensee of the suspension by mail, addressed to the licensee’s
last known address, with postage prepaid. .

Subd. 3. Hearing. (a) The licensee may request, in writing, a hearing. The department
shall afford the requesting licensee an opportunity for a hearing within 20 days after receipt
of the request in the county where the licensee resides, unless the department and the licensee
agree that the hearing may be held in some other county.

(b) For the hearing, the commissioner may administer oaths and issue subpoenas forthe
attendance of witnesses and the production of relevant books and’ papers, and may require a
reexamination of the licensee.

(c) Following the hearing, the department shall either rescind its order of suspension or,
for good cause shown, may extend the suspension of the license or revoke the license.

(d) The department shall not suspend a license for a pertod of more than one year.

History: (2720~145¢c) 1939 ¢ 401 s 18; 1955 ¢ 713 s 1; 1973 ¢ 698 5 6; 1978 ¢ 783
s7; 1986 c 444; 1989 ¢ 307 s 30; 1990 ¢ 510 s 8; 1991 ¢ 277 s 15; 1994 c 636 art 2 s 4;
18p1995c 3 art2541; 1996 ¢ 346 5 6,7; 1996 ¢ 442 5 21

171.181 RESIDENT DRIVING PRIVILEGE.

Subdivision 1. Foreign state conviction. On revoking or suspending the driver’s li-
cense of a Minnesota resident as a result of a foreign state conviction, the commissioner shall
notify that foreign state when the driver’s license is reinstated or a new license issued.

For the purposes of this section, “foreign state” means a state as defined in section
171.01, subdivision 15, excluding the state of Minnesota. .

Subd. 2. [Repealed, 1983 ¢ 127 s 2]
History: 1978 ¢ 783 5 8; 1986 ¢ 444

171.182 SUSPENSION; UNINSURED VEHICLE.

Subdivision 1. Definition. For the purposes of sections 171. 182 to 171.184, the term
“judgment” means a judgment which has become final by expiration without appeal within
the time which an appeal might have been perfected, or by final affirmation on appeal, ren-
dered by a court of competent jurisdiction, including county, municipal, or conciliation
court, of any state of the United States, upon a claim for relief arising out of ownership, main-
tenance, or use of a motor vehicle, for damages, including damages for care and loss of ser-
vices, because of bodily injury to or death of a person, or for damages because of injury to or
destruction of property, including the loss of use thereof, or upon a claim for relief on an
agreement of settlement for the damages.
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Subd. 2. Copy of judgment to commissioner. If a person fails within 30 days to satisfy
a judgment, the court administrator, upon affidavit of the judgment creditor that the judg-
ment has not been satisfied, shall immediately forward to the commissioner a certified copy
of the judgment and affidavit of identification.

If the judgment debtor named in a certified copy of a judgment reported to the commis-
sioner is a nonresident, the commissioner shall transmit a certified copy of the judgment to
the official in charge of the 1ssuance of drivers licenses of the state of which the judgment
debtor is a resident.

Subd 3. Conditions. The commissioner, upon receipt of a certlfled copyofa ]udgment
shall suspend the license or the nonresident’s operating pr1v1lege of 'the person against
whom judgment was rendered 1f:

(a) at the time of the accident the person did not maintain the reparatlon security re-
quired by section 65B.48; and

(b) the judgment has not been satisfied.

Suspensions under this section are subject to the notice requirements of section 171.18,
subdivision 2.

Subd. 4. Duration. A license or nonresident’s operating privilege shall remain sus-
pended and shall not be renewed, nor shall a license be thereafter issued to the person until
every judgment 1s satisfied in full, or has expired, or to the extent hereinafter provided.

Subd. 5. Affidavit of insurance coverage. A person whose license or nonresident’s op-
erating privileges has been suspended or has become subject to suspension because of an un-
satisfied judgment may be relieved of the suspension by filing with the commissioner an affi-
davit stating that at the time of the accident giving rise to the judgment the person was in-
sured, that the 1nsurer is liable for the judgment, and the reason, if known, why the judgment
has not been paid. The affidavit shall be accompanied by a copy of the insurance policy and
other documents the commissioner requires to show that the loss, injury or damage giving
rise to the judgment was covered by the policy. If satisfied that the insurer was authorized to
issue the policy and is liable for the judgment, at least to the extent and for the amounts re-
quired in this chapter, the commissioner shall not suspend the license, or reinstate the license
if already suspended.

History: 1982 ¢ 598 s 1; 1986 ¢ 444; 1Sp1986 ¢ 3 art 1 s 82; ]996 ¢ 346 s8

171.183 SATISFACTION OF JUDGMENT.

Subdivision 1. Requirements. For the purposes of sections 171.182 to. 171 184, ajudg-
ment is satisfied if:

(1) $25,000 has been credited upon any judgment or judgments rendered 1n excess of
that amount because of bodily injury to or death of one person as the result of any one acci-
dent;

(2) subject to the limt of $25,000 because of bodily injury to or death of one person, the
"sum of $50,000 has been credited upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that
amount because of bodily injury to or death of two or more persons as the result of-any one
accident; or

(3) $10,000 has been credited upon any Judgment or judgments rendered in excess of
that amount because of damage to or destruction of property of others as a result of any one
accident.

Subd. 2. Other payments credited. Payments made in settlement of claims because of
bodlly injury, death or property damage arising from a motor vehicle acc1dcnt shall be cred-
ited in reduction of the amounts provided for 1n this sect10n

History: 1982 ¢ 598 5 2

171.184 INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS.

Subdivision 1. Authorization. A judgment debtor upon due notice-to the judgment
creditor may apply to the court in which the judgment was rendered for the privilege of pay-
ing the judgment in installments. The court; in its discretion and without prejudice to any
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other legal remedies which the judgment creditor may have, may so order and fix the
amounts and times of payments of the installments.

Subd. 2. Stay of suspension. The commissioner shall not suspend alicense or anonresi-
dent’s operating privilege if the judgment debtor gives proof of maintaining the reparation
security required by section 65B.48, obtains an order or enters 1nto a written agreement with
the judgment creditor permitting the payment of the judgment in installments, and does not
default on the payment of any installment.

Subd. 3. Termination of stay. If the judgment debtor fails to pay any nstallment as spe-
cified by an order.or agreement, then upon notice of default, the commissioner shall forth-
with suspend the license, or nonresident’s operating privilege, of the judgment debtor until
the judgment is satisfied

History: 1982 ¢ 59853 . ;

171.185 COSTS PAID FROM TRUNK HIGHWAY FUND.
All costs incurred by the commissioner in carrying out the provisions of sections
171.182 to 171.184 shall be paid from the trunk highway fund.

History: 1982 ¢ 598 s 4

171.186 SUSPENSION; NONPAYMENT OF SUPPORT.

Subdivision 1. Suspension. The commissioner shall suspend a person’s driver’s license
oroperating privileges without a hearing upon receipt of a court order or notice from a public
authority responsible for child support enforcement that states that the driver is in arrears in
court-ordered child support or maintenance payments, or both, in an amount equal to or
greater than three times the obligor’s total monthly support and maintenance payments, and
18 not in compliance with a written payment agreement regarding both current support and
arrearages approved by a court, an administrative law judge, or the public authority responsi-
ble for child support enforcement, in accordance with section 518.551, subdivision 13.

Subd. 2. Netice. Upon suspending a driver’s license or operating privileges under this
section, the department shall immediately notify the licensee, in writing, by mailing a notice
addressed to the licensee at the licensee’s last known address. :

Subd. 3. Duration. A license or operating privilege must remain suspended and may
not be reinstated, nor may a license be subsequently 1ssued to the person, until the commus-
sioner receives notice from the court, an admimstrative law judge, or public authonty re-
sponsible for child support enforcement that the person 1s in compliance with all current or-
ders of support or written payment agreements regarding both current support and arrear-
ages. A fee may not be assessed for reinstatement of a license under this section.

History: 1995 ¢ 257 art 1 s 11

171.19 PETITION FOR LICENSE REINSTATEMENT.

Any person whose driver’s license has been refused, revoked, suspended, canceled, or
disqualified by the commissioner, except where the license is revoked or disqualified under
section 169.123 or 171.186, may file a petition for a hearing in the matter in the district court
in the county wherein such person shall reside and, in the case of a nonresident, in the district
court in any county, and such court 1s hereby vested with jurisdiction, and it shall be its duty,
to set the matter for hearing upon 15 days’ written notice to the commissioner, and thereupon
to take testimony and examine 1nto the facts of the case to determine whether the petitioner is
entitled to a license or is subject to revocation, suspension, cancellation, disqualification, or
refusal of license, and shall render judgment accordingly. The petition for hearing must ei-
ther be filed within 180 days of the effective date of the order of revocation, suspension, can-
cellation, disqualification, or refusal to license or be filed before expiration of the withdrawal
period, whichever occurs first. The petition shall be heard by the court without a jury and may
be heard in or out of term. The commissioner may appear in person, or by agents or represen-
tatives, and may present evidence upon the hearing by affidavit personally, by agents, or by
representatives. The petitioner may present evidence by affidavit, except that the petitioner
must be present m person at such hearing for the purpose of cross—examination. In the event
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" the department shall be sustained in these proceedings, the petitioner shall have no further
right to make further petition to any court for the purpose of obtaining a driver’s license until
after the expiration of one year after the date of such hearing.

-History: (2720-145d) 1939 ¢ 401 s 19; 1982 ¢ 423 s 11; 1986 ¢ 444; ]992057]
art 145 10; 1997 ¢ 245 art 1 s 2; 1Sp1997 ¢ 2 s 54; 1998 c 405 5 6

171.20 MINNESOTA LICENSE REQUIRED TO OPERATE VEHICLE; REIN-
STATEMENT FEE. .

Subdivision 1. [Repealed, 1993 ¢ 266 s 34]

. Subd. 2. Operation after revocation, suspension, cancellation, or disqualification.
(a) A resident or nonresident whose driver’s license or right or privilege to operate a motor
vehicle in this state has been suspended, revoked, or canceled, shall not operate a motor ve-

"hicle in this state under license, per'mt or reglstratlon certificate 1ssued by any other Junsdlc-
"tion or otherwise during the suspension, or after the revocation until Minnesota driving privi-
leges are reinstated.

(b) A resident or nonresident who has been disqualified from holding a commercial
driver’s hcense or been denied the privilege to operate a commercial motor vehicle in this
state shall not operate a commercial motor vehicle in this state under license, permit, or regis-
tration certificate 1ssued by any other jurisdiction or otherwise during the disqualification
period until Minnesota commercial driving privileges are reinstated.

Subd. 3. Driver improvement clinic. The commussioner may require, before reissuing
a license which has been revoked or suspended that the licensee complete a course of study
atan approved driver improvement clinic or, in the case of a licensee who is age 18 or youn-
ger, 4 youth—oriented-driver improvement clinic. The commussioner may not require the li-

‘censee to complete such a course unless an approved driver improvement clinic or youth—
oriented driver improvement clinic islocated within 35 miles of the licensee’s residence. For
purposes of this section “an approved driver improvement clinic” means a clinic whose cur-
riculum and mode of instruction conform to standards promulgated by the commissioner.

Subd. 4. Reinstatement fee. Before the license is reinstated, a person whose driver’s
license has been suspended under section 171.16, subdivision 2; 171.18, except subdivision
1, clause (10); or 171.182, or who has been disqualified from holdmg a commercial driver’s
license under section 171.165 must pay a fee of $25 unt:l June 30, 1999, and $20 thereafter.
When fees are collected by a county—operated office of deputy registrar, a handling charge is
imposed in the amount specified under section 168.33, subdivision 7. The handling charge
must be deposited 1 the treasury of the place for which the deputy registrar was appointed
and the reinstatement fee and surcharge must be dep051ted in an approved state depository as
directed under section 168.33, subdivision 2. A suspens1on may be rescinded w1thout fee for
good cause.

-~ ' Histery: (2720—]45e) 1939 ¢ 401 s 20; 196] c44s1;1965¢c 71156, 1969¢c9s
32; 1969 ¢ 1185 2; 1980 ¢ 5205 3; 1983 ¢ 127 5 1; 1985 ¢ 291 5 22; 1989 ¢ 228 5 3;
1989 ¢ 307 s 31; 1995 ¢ 265 art 2 s 20; 1Sp1997 ¢ 2 5 55; 1998 ¢ 388 s 27; 1998 ¢ 405 s
7 : .

171.21 COPY OF RECORD AS EVIDENCE.

Copies of any of the files or records of the department certified by the corhmissioner as
being true copies shall be received in evidence in any court 1n this state w1th the same force
and effect as the originals.

Hlstory (2720-145f) ] 939 ¢ 401 s 21

171.22 UNLAWFUL ACTS RELATING TO DRIVER’S LICENSE.

‘Subdivision 1. Vielations. With regard to any driver’s license, including a commercial
driver’s license, it shall be unlawful for any person:

(1) to display, cause or permit to be displayed, or have in possession, any fictitious or
fraudulently altered driver’s license or Minnesota identification card;

(2) to lend the person’s driver’s license or Minnesota identification card to any other
person or knowingly permit the use thereof by another;
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(3) to display or represent as one’s own any driver’s license or Minnesota identification
card not issued to that person;

(4) to use a fictitious name or date of birth to any police officer or in any application for a
driver’s license or Minnesota identification card, or to knowingly make a false statement, or
to knowingly conceal a matenal fact, or otherwise commit a fraud in any such application;

(5) to alter any driver’s license or Minnesota identification card;

(6) to take any part of the driver’s license examination for another or to permit another to
take the examination for that person;

(7) to make a counterfeit driver’s license or Minnesota identification card;

(8) to use the name and date of birth of another person to any police officer for the pur-
pose of falsely identifying oneself to the police officer; or

(9) to dusplay as a valid driver’s license any canceled, revoked, or suspended driver’s
license. A person whose driving privileges have been withdrawn may display a driver’s li-
cense only for 1dentification purposes.

Subd. 2. Penalties. Any person who violates subdivision 1, clause (7) or (8), is guilty of
a gross misdemeanor. Any person who violates any other provision of subdivision 1 is guilty
of a misdemeanor. .

History: (2720-145g) 1939 ¢ 401 s 22; 1957 ¢ 564 5 5; 1961 c 64 s 1; 1969 ¢ 9 5
33, 1971 ¢ 163 s 1, 1986 ¢ 444; 1988 ¢ 681 s 16; 1989 ¢ 301 s 10; 1989 ¢ 307 s 32; 1993
€266 526, 1994 ¢ 501 5 8; 1994 c 636 art2s 5

171.23 RENTING VEHICLE TO UNLICENSED DRIVER.

No person shall rent orlease a motor vehicle to any other person unless the latter person
is then duly licensed hereunder, or, 1 the case of a nonresident, then duly licensed under the
law of the state or country of residence, except a nonresident whose home state or country
does not require that a driver be licensed.

History: (2720-145i) 1939 ¢ 401 s 24; 1986 ¢ 444

171.24 VIOLATIONS; DRIVING WITHOUT VALID LICENSE.

Subdivision 1. Driving after suspension; misdemeanor. Except as otherwise pro-
vided in subdivision 5, a person is guilty of a misdemeanor if:

(1) the person’s driver’s license or driving privilege has been suspended;

(2) the person has been given notice of or reasonably should know of the suspension;
and

(3) the person disobeys the order by operating 1n this state any motor vehicle, the opera-
tion of which requires a driver’s license, while the person’s license or privilege is suspended.

Subd. 2. Driving after revocation; misdemeanor. A person is guilty of amisdemeanor
if: :
(1) the person’s driver’s license or driving privilege has been revoked;
(2) the person has been given notice of or reasonably should know of the revocation; and
(3) the person disobeys the order by operating in this state any motor vehicle, the opera-
tion of which requires a driver’s license, while the person’§ license or privilege is revoked.

Subd. 3 Driving after cancellation; misdemeanor. A person is guilty of a misde-
meanor 1f: - .

(1) the person’s driver’s license or driving privilege has been canceled;

(2) the person has been given notice of or reasonably should know of the cancellation;
and

(3) the person disobeys the order by operating in this state any motor vehicle, the opera-
tion of which requires a driver’s license, while the person’s license or privilege is canceled.

Subd. 4. Driving after disqualification; misdemeanor. A person is guilty of a misde-
meanor if the person:

(1) has been disqualified from holding a commercial driver’s license or been demed the
privilege to operate a commercial motor vehicle;
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(2) has been given notice of or reasonably should know of the disqualification; and

(3) disobeys the order by operating in this state a commercial motor vehicle while the
person is disqualified to hold the license or privilege.:

Subd. 5. Gress misdemeanor. A person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor if:

(1) the person’s driver’s license or driving privilege has been canceled or denied under
section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (9);

(2) the person has been given notice of or reasonably should know of the cancellation or
denial; and

(3) the person disobeys the order by operating in this state any motor vehicle, the opera—
tion of which requires a driver’s license, while the person’s license or privilege is canceled or
denied.

Subd. 6. Responsibility for prosecution. The attorney 1n the jurisdiction in which the
violation occurred who 1s responsible for prosecution of misdemeanor violations of this sec-
tion is also responsible for prosecution of gross misdemeanor violations of this section.

Subd. 7. Sufficiency of netice. (a) Notice of revocation, suspension, cancellation, or |
disqualification is sufficient if personally served, or if mailed by first class mail to the per-
son’s last known address or to the address listed on the person’s driver’s license. Notice is
also sufficient if the person was informed that revocation, suspension, cancellation, or dis-
qualification would be imposed upon a condition occurring or failing to occur, and where the
condition has in fact occurred or failed to occur.

(b) Itis not a defense that a person failed to file a change of address with the post office,
or failed to notify the department of public safety of a change of name or address as required
under section 171.11.

History: (2720—144h, 2720-145;) 1939 ¢ 401 s 23,25; 1943 ¢ 331 5 3; 1947 ¢ 479 5
2; Ex1971 ¢ 27 5 26; 1980 ¢ 520 s 4; 1984 ¢ 622 5 17, 1989 ¢ 307 s 33; 1993 ¢ 347 5 16;
1994 ¢ 615520; 1994 c 636 art2 5 6; 1997 c'12 art 35 8

171.241 CHAPTER VIOLATIONS; MISDEMEANORS.

Itis amisdemeanor for any person to willfully violate any of the provisions of this chap-
ter unless the violation is declared by any law to be a felony or gross misdemeanor, or the
violation is declared by a section of this chapter to be a misdemeanor.

History: 1984 ¢ 622 s 18
171.245 [Repealed, 1978 ¢ 727 s 11]

171.25 ENFORCEMENT; DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

The commissioner shall be charged with the respons1b111ty for the administration and
execution of this chapter.

Any duties required of or powers conferred on the commssioner under the provisions
of this chapter may be done and performed or exercised by any of duly authorized agents.

.-History: (2720-145k, 2720-146) 1939 c 401 s 26,27; 1986 c 444

171.26: MONEY CREDITED TO FUNDS. :

All money received under this chapter must be paid into the state treasury and credited
to the trunk highway fund, except as provided in sections 171.06, subdivision 2a; 171.07,
subdivision 11, paragraph (g); 171.12, subdivision 8; and 171.29, subd1vision 2, paragraph
(b).

History: (2720-146a) 1939 c 401 s 28; 1943 ¢ 610 s 4; 1947 ¢ 607 s 1; 1971 c 644
s 14; 1976 ¢ 163 §37; 1983 ¢293570; 1991 ¢ 233 s 61 1993 c 266 s 27; 1996 c 455 art
6s3

171.27 EXPIRATION OF LICENSE.

The expiration date for each driver’s license, other than under—21 licenses, is the birth-
day of the driver in the fourth year following the date of 1ssuance of the license. The birthday
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of the driver shall be as indicated on the application for a driver’s license. A license may be
renewed on or before expiration or within one year after expiration upon application, pay-
ment of the required fee, and passing the examination required of all drivers for renewal.
Driving privileges shall be extended or renewed on or preceding the expiration date of an
existing driver’s license unless the commissioner believes that the licensee is no longer qual-
ified as a driver.

The expiration date for each under—21 license shall be the 21st birthday of the licensee.
Upon the licensee attaining the age of 21 and upon the application, payment of the required
fee, and passing the examination required of all drivers forrenewal, a driver’s license shall be
issued unless the commissioner determines that the licensee is no longer qualified as a driver

The expiration date for each provisional license is two years after the date of application
for the provisional license.

Any vahid Mmnesota driver’s license issued to a person then or subsequently on active
duty with the Armed Forces of the United States, or the person’s spouse, shall contmue in full
force and effect without requirement for renewal until 90 days after the date of the person’s
discharge from such service, provided that a spouse’s license must be renewed if the spouse is
residing within the state at the time the license expires or within 90 days after the spouse re-
turns to Minnesota and resides within the state.

History: (2720—146b) 1939 ¢ 401 5 29; 1943 ¢ 6105 1; 1947 ¢ 479 5 3; 1951 ¢ 29 s
1; 1957 ¢ 564 56; 1971 ¢ 846 s2; 1973 ¢ 698 5 7; 1973 ¢ 725 5 24; 1985 ¢ 145 5 1; ]986
c454 525; 1989 ¢ 301 5 11; 1998 ¢ 388 5 28

171.28 CITATION, DRIVER’S LICENSE LAW.
Sections 171.01 to 171.28 may be cited as the Dnver s License Law.

History: 1939 ¢ 401 s 30

171.29 REVOKED LICENSE; EXAMINATION FOR NEW LICENSE.

Subdivision 1. Examination required. No person whose driver’s license has been re-
voked by reason of conviction, plea of guilty, or forfeiture of bail not vacated, under section
169.791, 169.797, or 171.17, or revoked under section 169.123 or 169.792 shall be 1ssued
another license unless and until that person shall have successfully passed an examination as
required by the commuissioner of public safety. This subdivision does not apply to an applh-
cant for early reinstatement under section 169.792, subdivision 7a.

Subd. 2. Fees, allocation. (a) A person whose driver’s license has been revoked as pro-
vided in subdivision 1, except under section 169.121 or 169.123, shall pay a $30 fee before
the driver’s license 1s reinstated.

(b) A person whose driver’s license has been revoked as provided in subdivision 1 under
section 169.121 or 169.123 shall pay a $250 fee plus a $40 surcharge before the driver’s li~
cense is remnstated. The $250 fee 1s to be credited as follows:

(1) Twenty percent shall be credited to the trunk highway fund.

(2) Fifty—five percent shall be credited to the general fund.

(3) Eight percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the bureau of
criminal apprehension account. Money in this account may be appropriated to the commis-
sioner of public safety and the appropriated amount shall be apportioned 80 percent for labo-
ratory costs and 20 percent for carrying out the provisions of section 299C.065.

(4) Twelve percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the alcohol~
impaired driver education account. Money 1n the account is appropriated as follows:

(i) The first $200,000 in a fiscal year is to the commussioner of children, families, and
learning for programs in elementary and secondary schools.

(ii) Theé remainder credited in a fiscal year is appropriated to the commussioner of trans-
portation to be spent as grants to the Minnesota highway safety center at St. Cloud State Uni-~
versity for programs relating to alcohol and highway safety education in elementary and sec-
ondary schools.

(5) Five percent shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the traumatic
brain injury and spinal cord injury account. The money in the account is annually appro-
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pniated to the commissioner of health to be used as follows: 35 percent for a contract with a
qualified community—based orgamzation to provide information, resources, and support to
'+ assist persons with traumatic brain injury and their families to access services, and 65 percent
to maintain the traumatic bram injury and spinal cord injury registry created in section
144.662. For the purposes of this clause, a “qualified community—based organization” 1s a
private, not—for-profit organization of consumers of traumatic brain injury services and their
family members. The organization must be registered with the United States Internal Reve-
nue Service under the provisions of section 501(c)(3) as a tax—exempt organization and must
have as its purposes:
<(i) the promotion of public, family, survivor, and professional awareness of the inci-
dence and consequences of traumatic brain injury;
(ii) the provision of a network of support for persons with traumatic brain injury, their
- families, and friends;

(i1i) the development and support of programs and services to prevent traumatic braln
injury;

(iv) the establishment of education programs for persons with traumatic bram 1nJury,
and

(v) the empowerment of persons with traumatic brain i injury through participation 1n its
governance.

No patient’s name, identifying information or identifiable medical data will be dis-
closed to the organization without the informed voluntary written consent of the patient or
patient’s guardian, or if the patient 1s a minor, of the parent or guardian of the patient.

(c) The $40 surcharge shall be credited to a separate account to be known as the remote
electronic alcohol monitoring program account. The commussioner shall transfer the balance
of this account to the commissioner of finance on a monthly basis for deposit in the general
fund.

(d) When these fees are collected by a county—operated office of deputy registrar; a han-
dling charge 1s imposed in the amount specified under section 168.33, subdivision 7. The
handling charge must be deposited in the treasury of the place for which the deputy registrar
was appointed and the reinstatement.fees and surcharge must be deposited in an approved
state depository as directed under section 168.33, subdivision 2.

Subd. 3. Compliance with impoundment laws. A person whose license has been:re-
voked under section 169.121 or 169.123 may not be issued another license at the end of the
revocation penod unless the person has complied with all applicable reglstratlon plate im-
poundment provisions of sections 168.041 and 168.042.

History: 1959 ¢ 5155 1,2; 1981 ¢ 363 s 40; 1983 ¢ 293 5 71; 1Sp1985c 9 art2 s
23; 1986 ¢ 330 s 3; 1986 c 444; 1987 ¢ 398 art 7 s 38; 1987 ¢ 403 art 2 s 15; 1988 ¢ 681
55,1988 c 684 art1s19; 1989 ¢ 329 art 85 10; 1991 ¢ 265 art 8 s 12; 1991 ¢ 292 art 8
§3;1991¢301s9; 1991 ¢ 3335 30; 1992 ¢ 571 art 14 s 11; 1993 ¢ 224 art 11 5 6;° 1994
c39851;1994c483s1; 1994 ¢ 501 59; 1995c 226 art5s2; 1Sp1995c 3 art 165 13;
1997 c 159 art 2 5 35; 1997 ¢ 239 art 85 2; 1998 ¢ 367 art 11 s 7 1998 ¢ 405 s 8; 1998 ¢
407 art4s1

171 30 LIMITED LICENSE

Subdivision 1. Conditions of issuance. In any case where a person ’s license has been
suspended under section 171.18 or 171.173, or revoked under section 169.121, 169.123,
169.792, 169.797, 171.17, or 171.172, the commussioner may 1ssue. a limited license to the
driver including under the following conditions: ,

(1) if the driver’s livelihood or attendance at a chemucal dependency treatment or coun-
seling program depends upon the.use of the driver’s license; _

(2) ifthe use of adriver’s license by a homemaker is necessary to prevent the substantial
disruption of the education, medical, or nutritional needs of the family of the homemaker; or

(3) if attendance at a post—secondary institution of education by an enrolled student of
that institution depends upon the use of the driver’s license. .-~

- The commissioner in 1ssu1ng a limited license may impose such conditions and hmlta—
tions as in the commissioner’s judgment are necessary to the interests of the public safety and

Copyright © 1998 Revisor of Statutes, State of Minnesota. All Rights Reserved.



MINNESOTA STATUTES 1998

171.30  DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND TRAINING SCHOOLS 486

welfare including reexamination as to the driver’s qualifications. The license may be limited
to the operation of particular vehicles, to particular classes and times of operation and to par-
ticular conditions of traffic The commissioner may require that an applicant for a limited
license affirmatively demonstrate that use of public transportation or carpooling as an alter-
native to a limited license would be a significant hardship.

For purposes of this subdivision, “homemaker” refers to the person primarily perform—
ing the domestic tasks in a household of residents consisting of at least the person and the
person’s dependent child or other dependents.

The limited license issued by the commussioner shall clearly indicate the limitations 1m-
posed and the driver operating under the limited license shall have the license in possession at
all times when operating as a driver

In determining whether to issue a limited license, the commissioner shall consider the
number and the seriousness of prior convictions and the entire driving record of the driver
and shall consider the number of miles driven by the driver annually

If the person’s driver’s license or permit to drive has been revoked under section
:169.792 or 169.797, the commissioner may only 1ssue a limited license to the person after the
person has presented an insurance identification card, policy, or written statement indicating
that the driver or owner has insurance coverage satisfactory to the commissioner of public
safety. The commissioner of public safety may require the mnsurance identification card pro-
vided to satisfy this subdivision be certified by the insurance company to be noncancelable
for a period not to exceed 12 months.

Subd. 2. 60-day waiting period. A limuted license shall not be issued for a period of 60
days to an individual whose license or privilege has been revoked or suspended for commis-
sion of the following offenses:

(1) any felony in the commission of which a motor vehicle was used; or

(2) failure to stop and disclose 1dentity as required under section 169.09, in the event of a

.motor vehicle accident resulting in the death or personal injury of another.

Subd. 2a. Other waiting periods. Notwithstanding subdivision 2, a limited license
shall not be 1ssued for a period of: .

(1) 15 days, to a person whose license or privilege has been revoked or suspended for a
violation of section 169.121, 169 123, or a statute or ordinance from another state in confor-
mity with either of those sections;

(2) 90 days, to a person who submatted to testing under section 169.123 1f the person’s
license or privilege has been revoked or suspended for a second or subsequent violation of
section 169.121, 169.123, or a statute Or ordinance from another state in conformity with ei-
ther of those sections; .

(3) 180 days, to a person who refused testing under section 169.123 if the person’s li-
cense or privilege has been revoked or suspended for a second or subsequent violation of
section 169.121, 169.123, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformity with e1-
ther of those sections; or

(4) one year, to a person whose license or privilege has been revoked or suspended for
committing manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle, committing crimi-
nal vehicular homicide or injury under section 609.21, or violating a statute or ordinance
from another state in conformity with either of those offenses

Subd. 2b. Waiting period for youth under 18. If a person whose dnver s license was
suspended or revoked for a violation listed under subdivision 2 or 2a is under the age of 18
years at the time of that violation, the' commussioner shall not 1ssue a limited license to the
person for a period of time that is the longest of: (1) 90 days; or (2) twice the length of the
period specified for that violation in subdivision 2 or 2a.

Subd. 2c. Extended waiting period. If a person’s license or privilege has been revoked
or suspended for a violation of section 169.121 or 169.123, or a statute or ordinance from
another state in conformity 'with either of those sections, and the person’s alcohol concentra-
tion was 0.20 or greater at the time of the violation, a limited license may not be issued for a
period of time equal to twice the time period specified in-subdivision 2a or 2b.

Subd. 3. Cenditions on issuance. The commussioner shall issue a limited license re-
stricted to the vehicles whose operation is permitted only under a class A, class B, or class C
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license whenever a class A, class B, or class C license has'been suspended under section
171 18, or revoked under section 171.17, for violation of the Highway Traffic Regulation
Act committed in a private passenger motor vehicle. This subdivision shall not apply to any
persons described 1n section 171.04, subdivision 1, clauses (5), (6), (7), (9), (10), and (13), or
any person whose license or privilege has been suspended or revoked for a violation of sec-
tion 169.121 or 169.123, or a statute or ordinance from another state in conformuty with ei-
ther of those sections. :

Subd. 4. Penalty. A person who violates-a condition or limitation of a limited license
issued under subdivision 1 or fails to have the license in immediate possession at all times
when operating a motor vehicle is guilty of a misdemeanor. In addition, a person who violates
acondition or limitation of a limited license may not operate a motor vehicle for the remain-
der of the period of suspension or revocation, or 30.days, whichever is longer.

History: 1959 ¢ 632 s 1; 1971 ¢ 217 s ] 1971 c 644 s 15; 1978 ¢ 727 s 10; 1982 ¢
4235 12; 1984 ¢ 622 5 19; 1984 ¢ 655 art 2 s 24; 1986 ¢ 444; 1987 ¢ 136 5 2; 1987 ¢ 171
§1; 1989 ¢ 307 s 34; 1989 ¢ 321 5 16; 1991 ¢ 270 5 3-5; 1991 ¢ 333 5 31; 1992 ¢ 570 art
1523, 1992 ¢ 571 art 14 5 12,13; 1993 ¢ 347 5 17,18; 1994 ¢ 501 5 10; 1995 ¢ 230 5 10;
1996 ¢ 2755 11; 1996 ¢ 442 5 22; 1997 ¢ 12 art 3 5 9; 1Sp1997 ¢ 2 5 56; 1998 ¢ 388 5 30

171.302 LICENSE VIOLATIONS; CONSECUTIVE SENTENCING.

When sentencing an offender for violating section 171.20, subdivision 2; 171.24; or
171.30, the court may impose consecutive sentences for offenses arising out of a single
course of conduct as permitted in section 609.035, subdivision 2.

Hlstory 1996 ¢ 442 s 23

171.305 IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICE; PILOT PROGRAM LICENSE
CONDITION.

Subdivision 1. Definition. “Ignition interlock device” or “device” means breath alco-
holignition equipment designed to prevent amotor vehicle’s ignition from being started by a
person whose alcohol concentration exceeds the calibrated setting on the device.

Subd. 2. Pilot program. The commissioner shall establish a statewide pilot program for
the use of an 1gnition interlock device by a person whose driver’s license or driving privilege
hasbeen canceled and denied by the commuissioner for an alcohol or controlled substance—re-
lated incident. The commissioner shall conduct the program until December 31, 1995. The
commissioner shall evaluate the program and shall report to the legislature by February 1,
1995, on whether changes in the program are necessary and whether the program should be
permanent. No limited license shall be issued under this program after August 1, 1995.

Subd. 3. Performance standards. The commussioner shall specify performance stan-
dards for ignition interlock devices, including standards relating to accuracy, safe operation
of the vehicle, and degree of difficulty rendering the device inoperative.

Subd. 4. Certification. The commissioner shall certify ignition interlock devices that
meet the performance standards and may charge the manufacturer of the ignition interlock
device a certification fee.

Subd. 5. Issnance of limited license. The commissioner may 1ssue a limited license to a
person whose driver’s license has been canceled and denied due to an alcohol or controlled
substance—related incident under section 171.04, subdivision 1, clause (9), under the follow-
1ng conditions:

(1) at least one—half of the person s required abstinence perlod has explred

(2) the person has completed all rehabilitation requirements; and

(3) the person agrees to drive only a motor vehicle equipped with a functioning and cer-
tified ignition interlock device.

Subd. 6. Monitering. The ignition interlock device must be monitored for proper use
and accuracy by an entity approved by the commussioner.

Subd. 7. Payment. The commissioner shall require that the person issued a hrmted li-
cense under subdivision 5 pay all costs associated with:use of the device.

Subd. 8. Proof of installation. A person approved for a limited license must provide
proof of installation prior to issuance of the limited license.
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Subd. 9. Misdemeanor. (a) A person who knowingly lends, rents, or leases a motor ve-
hicle that is not equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device to a person with a tim-
ited license issued under subdivision 5 is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) A person who tampers with, circumvents, or bypasses the ignition interlock device,
or assists another to tamper with, circumvent, or bypass the device, is guilty of a misdemean-
Or « . o

(c) The penalties of this subdivision do not apply if the action was taken for emergency
purposes or for mechanical repair, and the person limited to the use of an ignition interlock
device does not operate the motor vehicle while the device is disengaged.

Subd. 10 Cancellation of limited license. The commissioner shall cancel a limited Ii-
cense 1ssued under this section if the device registers a positive reading for use of alcohol or
the person violates any conditions of the limited license.

History: 1991 ¢ 270 5 6; 1992 ¢ 570 art 1 s 24; 1993 ¢ 347 5 19; 1997 c 12 art 3 s
10 ‘

171.31 PERSON RECEIVING BENEFITS FOR BLINDNESS, DISCOVERY OF IN-
FORMATION.

The commissioner of public safety, in order to promote highway safety by restricting
driving privileges to those persons meeting accepted visual acuity standards, may request
and shall receive information concerning the identity and whereabouts of any person who
has applied for or received any type of welfare, licensing, or other benefits for the blind or
nearly bhind, from the records of all departments, boards, bureaus, or other agencies of this
state except the department of revenue, and they shall provide such information notwith-
standing the provisions of section 268.19 or any other existing law or rule to the contrary,
except that section 270B.02, subdivision 1, prohibits disclosure of information by the com-
missioner of revenue.

History: 1967 ¢ 524 5 1; 1969 ¢ 1129 art 1 s 18; 1984 ¢ 514 art 35 1; 1985 ¢ 248 s
70; 1989 c 184 art2s7; 1997 c 665 79

171.32 ACTION UPON INFORMATION RELATING TO BLINDNESS.

Subdivision 1. Actions by commissioner. The commissioner upon receipt of any such
information shall take such action as the commissioner deems necessary to insure that each
such person meets the accepted visual acuity standards required of all driver’s license appl-
cants and such further action as required by law or rule. The driver’s license of any person
who has been classified as legally blind shall be immediately canceled.

Subd. 2. Visual acuity examination. Any person who is notified that the person’s driv-
er’slicense may be canceled because of a defect of visual acuity pursuant to the provisions of
this section may demand and shall receive the standard visual acuity examination required of
all driver’s license applicants, or may be examined by a qualified physician of the person’s
choice. .

Subd. 3 Use of examination data. The results of any visual acuity examination admin-
istered because of information received pursuant to this section may be communicated by the
commissioner to the department from which the'person received a benefit. The information
received by the commussioner pursuant to this section must not be divulged or otherwise
made known in any manner except in connection with the cancellation of drivers’ licenses,
and then only'to the.person involved whose license is canceled, and except for statistical pur-
poses which do not reveal the identity of the individuals involved. The record of such person
with respect to visual acuity shall be maintained in the same manner as all other driver’s li-
cense records. '

History: 1967 ¢ 524 5 2; 1985 ¢ 248 5 70; 1986 ¢ 444

171.321 QUALIFICATIONS OF SCHOOL BUS DRIVER.

Subdivision 1. Endorsement. No person shall drive a school bus when transporting
school children to or from school or upon a school-related trip or activity without having a
valid class A, class B, or class C driver’s license with a school bus endorsement except that a
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person possessing a valid driver’s license but not a school bus endorsement may drive a ve-
hicle with a seating capacity of ten or less persons used as a school bus but not outwardly
equipped or identified as a school bus. :

Subd. 2: Rules. (a) The commissioner of public safety shall prescribe rules governing
. the physical qualifications of school bus drivers and tests required to obtain a school bus en-
dorsement. The rules must provide that an applicant for a school bus endorsement or renewal
is exempt from the physical qualifications and medical examination required to operate a
school bus upon providing evidence of being medically exammed and certified within the
preceding 24 months as physically qualified to'operate a commermal motor vehicle, pursuant
to Code of Federal Regulations, title 49, part 391, subpart E, or rules of the commissioner of
transportation incorporating those federal regulations. - o

(b) The commussioner of public safety, in conjunction with the commissioner of eco-
nomic security,-shall adopt rules prescribing a trdining program for Head Start bus drivers.
The program must provide for initial classroom and behind-the—wheel training, and annual
in—service tramning. The program must provide training in defensive diriving, human rela-
tions, emergency and accident procedures, vehicle maintenance, traffic laws, and use of safe-
ty equipment. The program must provide that the training will be conducted by the contract
operator for a Head Start agency, the Head Start grantee, a licensed driver traiming school, or
by another person or entity approved by both commissioners.

Subd. 3. Records check of applicant. (a) Before issuing or renewing a school bus en-

¢ dorsement, the commissioner shall conduct a criminal and driver’s license records check of
the applicant. The commissioner may also conduct the check at any time while a person is so
licensed. The check shall consist of a criminal records check of the state criminal records

-repository and a check of the driver’s license records system. If the applicant has resided in
Minnesota for less than five years, the check shall also include a criminal records check of
information from the state law enforcement agencies in the states where the person resided
during the five years before moving to Minnesota, and of the national criminal records repos-
1tory including the criminal justice data communications network. The applicant’s failure to
cooperate with the commissioner in conducting the records check is reasonable cause to deny
an application or cancel a school bus endorsement. The commissioner may not release the
results of the records check to any person except the applicant.

(b) The commissioner may issue to an otherwise qualified apphcant atemporary school
bus endorsement, effective for no more than 180 days, upon presentation of (1) an affidavit
by the applicant that the applicant has not been convicted of a disqualifying offense and (2) a
criminal history check from each state of residence for the previous five years. The criminal
history check may be conducted and prepared by any pubhc or private source acceptable to
the commissioner. The commissioner may reissue the teiporary endorsement if the Nation-
al Crimunal Records Repository check is timely submltted but not completed within the
180—day period.

Subd. 4. Training. No person shall drive a class A, B C, or D school bus When trans-
portmg school children to or from school or upon a school-related trip or activity without
having demonstrated sufficient skills and knowledge to transport students 1n a safe and legal
manner. A bus driver must have training or experience that allows the driver to meet at least
the following competencies:

(1) safely operate the type of school bus the driver w111 be driving;

(2) understand student behavior, including issues relating to students with disabilities;

(3) encourage orderly conduct of students on the bus and handle incidents of miscon-
duct appropriately;

(4) know and.understand relevant laws, rules of the road, and local school bus safety
policies; '

(5) handle emergency situations; and

6) safely load and unload students.

The commuissioner of public safety, in conjunction with the commissioner of children,
families, and learning, shall develop a comprehensive model school bus driver training pro-
gram and model assessments for school bus driver training competencies, which are not sub-
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ject to chapter 14. A school district may use alternative assessments for bus driver training
competencies-with the approval of the commissioner of public safety.

Subd. 5. Annual evaluation. A school district’s pupil transportation safety director, the
chief administrator of a nonpublic school, or a private contractor shall certify annually to the
commissioner of public safety that, at minimum, each school bus driver meets the school bus
driver training competencies under subdivision 4 and shall report the number of hours of in—
service training completed by each driver. A school district, nonpublic school, or private
contractor also shall provide in—service training annually to each school bus driver. A dis-
trict, nonpublic school, or private contractor also shall check the license of each person who
transports students for the district with the National Drivers Register or the department of
public safety annually. The school board must approve and forward the competency certifi-
cation and 1n—service report to the commussioner of public safety.

History: 1971 c 644 5 16; 1975 ¢ 265 s 1; 1985 ¢ 291 s 23; 1987 ¢ 379 5 2; 1989 ¢
1405 13; 1990 ¢ 5295 9; 1993 ¢ 57 s 1; 1994 ¢ 483 s 1; 1994 ¢ 603 5 17; 1994 ¢ 647 art
12 529-32; 1Sp1995c 3 art 2 s 42-44; art 16 5 13; 1996 ¢ 275 s 12; 1997 ¢ 187 art 3 5
25, 1Sp1997 c 4 art 12 5 31

171.3215 CANCELING BUS ENDORSEMENT FOR CERTAIN OFFENSES.

Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) As used in this section, the following terms have the
meanings given them.

(b) “School bus driver” means a person possessing a school bus dniver’s endorsement
on a valid Minnesota driver’s license or a person possessing a valid Minnesota driver’s li-
cense who drives a vehicle with a seating capacity of ten or less persons used as a school bus.

(c) “Disqualifying offense” includes any felony offense, any misdemeanor, gross mis-
derneanor, or felony violation of chapter 152, or any violation under section 609.3451,

-609.746, subdivision 1, or 617.23 or while driving, operating, or being in physical control of
a school bus or a Head Start bus, a violation of section 169.121, 169.129, or a sinular statute
or ordinance from another state.

(d) “Head Start bus driver” means a person possessing a valid Minnesota driver’s li-
cense:

(1) with a passenger endorsement, who drives a Head Start bus;’

(2) with a school bus driver’s endorsement, who drives a Head Start bus; or

(3) who drives a vehicle with a seating capacity of ten or fewer persons used as a Head
Start bus.

Subd. 2. Cancellation for disqualifying and other offenses. Within ten days of receiv-
1ng notice under section 631 40, subdivision 1a, or otherwise receiving notice for a nonresi-
dent driver, that a school bus driver has been convicted of a disqualifying offense, the com-
missioner shall permanently cancel the school bus driver’s endorsement on the offender’s
driver’slicense and in the case of a nonresident, the driver’s privilege to operate a school bus
in Minnesota. A school bus driver whose endorsement or privilege to operate a school bus in
Minnesota has been permanently canceled may not apply for reinstatement. Within ten days
of receiving notice under section 631.40, subdivision 1a, or otherwise receiving notice for a
nonresident driver, that a school bus driver has been convicted of a gross misdemeanor, or a
violation of section 169.121, 169.129, or a sumilar statute or ordinance from another state,
and within ten days of revoking a school bus driver’s hcense under section 169.123, the com-
missioner shall cancel the school bus driver’s endorsement on the offender’s driver’s license
or the nonresident’s privilege to operate a school bus in Minnesota for five years. After five
years, a school bus driver may apply to the commissioner for reinstatement. Even after five
years, cancellation of a school bus driver’s endorsement or a nonresident’s privilege to oper-
ate a school bus in Minnesota for a violation under section 169.121, 169 123, 169.129, or a
similar statute or ordinance from another state, shall remain in effect until the driver provides
proof of successful completion of an alcohol or controlled substance treatment program. For
a first offense, proof of completion is required only if treatment was ordered as part of a
chemical use assessment. Within ten days of receiving notice under section 631.40, subdivi-
sion 1a, or otherwise receiving notice for a nonresident driver, that a school bus driver has
been convicted of a fourth moving violation in the last three years, the commuissioner shall
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cancel the school bus driver’s endorsement on the offender’s driver’s license or the nonresi- .

dent’s privilege to operate a school bus in Minnesota until one year has elapsed since the last

conviction. A school bus driver who has no new convictions after one year may apply for

reinstatement. Upon canceling the offender’s school bus driver’s eridorsement, the.commus-

sioner shall immediately notify the licensed offender of the cancellation in writing, by depos-

iting in the United States post office anotice addressed to the licensed offender at the licensed
offender’s last known address, with postage prepaid thereon.

Subd. 2a. Cancellation for crime against minor. Within ten days of receiving notice
that a Head Start bus driver has committed a crime against a minor, the commuissioner shall
permanently cancel the passenger endorsement on the offender’s driver’s license. Upon can-
celing the offender’s passengerendorsement, the commussioner shall immediately notify the
licensed offender of the cancellation in writing, by depositing in the United States post office
anotice addressed to the licensed offender at the licensed offender’s lastknown address with

. postage prepaid thereon. For purposes of this subdivision, “crime against a runor” means an
act commutted against a minor victim that constitutes a violation 6f section 609.185, 609.19,
609.195, 609.20, 609.205, 609.21, subdivision 1, 609.221, 609.222, 609.223, 609.342,
609.343, 609.344, 609.345, 609.352, or a felony v1olat10n of section 609 322, 609 324, or
609.377.

Subd. 3. Background check: Before issuing or renewing a driver’s license with a
school bus driver’s endorsement, the commissioner shall conduct an 1nvestigation to deter-
mine if the applicant has been convicted of committing a disqualifying offense, four moving
violations in-the previous three years, a violation of section 169 121, 169.129, or a similar
statute or ordinance from another state, a gross misdemeanor, or if the applicant’s driver’s
license has been revoked under section 169.123. The commissioner shall not issue anew bus
dniver’s endorsement and shall not renew an existing bus driver’s endorsement if the apph-
cant has been convicted of committing a disqualifying offense. The commissioner shall not
1ssue a new bus driver’s endorsement and shall not renew an existing bus driver’s endorse-
ment if, within the previous five years, the applicant has been convicted of committing a
violation of section 169.121, 169.129, or a similar statute or ordinance from another state, a
gross misdemeanor, or if the applicant’s driver’s license has been revoked under section
169.123, or if, within the previous three years, the applicant has been convicted of four mov-
ing violations. An applicant who has been convicted of violating section 169.121, 169.129,
or a similar statute or ordinance from another state, or who has had a license revocation'under
section 169.123 within the previous ten years must show proof of successful completion of
an alcohol or controlled substance treatment program in order to receive a bus driver’s en-
dorsement. For a first offense, proof of completion is required only if treatmerit was ordered
as part of a chemical use assessment. A school district or contractor that employs a nonresi-
dent school bus driver must conduct a background check of the employee’s driving record
and crimunal history in both Minnesota and the driver’s state of residence Convictions for
disqualifying offenses, gross misdemeanors, a fourth moving violation within the previous
three years, or violations of section 169.121, 169.129, or a similar statute or ordinance i in
another state, must be reported to the department of public safety.

Subd. 4. Waiver of permanent cancellation. The commissioner of public safety or the
commuissioner’s designee, in consultation with the division of driver and vehicle services,
may waive the permanent cancellation requirement of section 171.3215 for a person con-
victed of a nonfelony violation of chapter 152 or a felony that is not a violent crime under
section 609.1095. -

History: 1991 ¢ 265 art 9 s 60; 1994 ¢ 603 s 18; 1994 ¢ 647 art 12 s 33; 1Sp1995 ¢
3art2s45-47; 1Sp1997 c4 art 12 5 32; 1998 ¢ 367 art 25 32; art 6 s 15 . ;

171.322 AGE LIMIT FOR OPERATOR OF VEHICLE FOR HIRE.

No person under 18 years of age shall operate a motor vehicle while it is in use as a carri-
er of persons for hire, nor shall any person under 18 years of age drive a passenger carrying
vehicle as a hired driver.

History: 1971 c 644 5 16
171.323 [Repealed, 1993 ¢ 142 s 4]
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DRIVER TRAINING SCHOOLS

171.33 DRIVER TRAINING SCHOOL; DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1 Commercial driver training school or school. “Commercial driver
training school” or “school” means a business enterprise conducted by an individual,
association, partnership, or corporation, which charges a fee, for the education and training
of persons to drive motor vehicles or for the preparation of an applicant for a driver’s license
examination given by the state.

Subd. 2. Instructor. “Instructor” means any person, whether acting as operator of a
commercial driver training school or as an employee of any such school, who teaches or su-
pervises persons learning to drive motor vehicles or preparing to take an exammnation for a
driver’s license, and any person who supervises the work of any other instructor.

Subd. 3. Commissioner. “Commissioner” means the commissioner of public safety.
History: 1967 ¢ 880 s 1; 1969 ¢ 1129 art 1 s 18; 1986 ¢ 444

171.34 LICENSE FOR SCHOOL REQUIRED.

No commercial driver training school shall be established or operated after January 1,
1968 unless such school has applied for and obtained a license from the commissioner. The
commissioner shall issue or adopt rules governing the requirements for alicense, which may
include requirements concerning location, equipment, courses of instruction, previous rec-
ords of the school and nstructors, financial statements, filing of schedule of maximum fees
and charges, character and reputation of the instructors, insurance in such sum and with such
provisions as the commissioner deems necessary to protect the interests of the public, and
such other matters as the commissioner may prescribe, but the applicant shall not be required
to have qualified for a teacher’s certificate as required in the public school system.

History: 1967 ¢ 880 s 2; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70

171.35 LICENSE FOR INSTRUCTOR REQUIRED. .

No person shall act as an instructor after January 1, 1968 unless such person has applied
for and obtained a license from the commissioner. The commissioner shall issue or adopt
rules governing the requirements for an instructor’s license, which may include require-
ments concerning moral character, physical condition, knowledge of the courses of instruc-
tion and of motor vehicle laws and safety principles and practices, previous personnel and
employment records, teaching experience and qualifications, and such other matters as the
commissioner may prescribe, but the applicant shall not be required to have qualified for a
teacher’s certificate as required in the public school system.

History: 1967 ¢ 880 s 3; 1985 ¢ 248 5 70

171.36 LICENSE RENEWAL; FEES; PROCEEDS TO TRUNK HIGHWAY FUND.

All licenses shall expire one year from date of issuance and may be renewed upon ap-
plication to the commissioner. Each application for an original or renewal school license
shali be accompanied by a fee of $150 and each application for an original or renewal instruc-
tor’s license shall be accompanied by a fee of $50. The license fees collected under sections
171.33 to 171.41 shall be paid into the trunk highway fund. No license fee shall be refunded
in the event that the license is rejected or revoked.

History: 1967 ¢ 880 5 4, 1981 ¢ 357 5 65; 1982 ¢ 424 5 43

171.37 INSPECTION AND EXAMINATION.

The commissioner or an authorized representative shall inspect the school facilities and
equipment of applicants and licensees and shall examine applicants for instructor’s licenses.
The commissioner shall issue or adopt such rules and do all things necessary and proper to
accomplish the purposes of this section.

History: 1967 ¢ 880 s 5; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70; 1986 c 444 .
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171.38 ISSUANCE, RENEWAL, SUSPENSION, OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE.

The commissioner may revoke or refuse to issue or renew a school or instructor’s li-
cense in any case on fmdmg that the applicant or licensee has not complied with, or has vio-
lated any of the provisions of sections 171.33'to 171 41 or any rule issued or adopted pur-
suant thereto. Any revoked license shall be returned to the commissioner by the licensee, and
1ts holder cannot apply for a new license for a period as determined by the commissioner not
to exceed one year from the date of such revocation.

History: 1967 ¢ 880 s 6; 1985 ¢ 248 5 70; 1986 c 444

171.39 EXEMPTIONS. _ ‘ ,

The provisions of sections 171.33 to 171 41 shall not apply to any person giving driver
traming lessons without charge, to employefs maintaining driver training schools without
charge for their employees only, to schools or classes conducted by colleges, universities and
high schools as a part of the normal program for such institutions, nor to those schools or
persons described 1 section 171.05, subdivision 2 Any person who is a certificated driver
training 1nstructor in a high school driver trammg program may give driver training instriic-
tion to persons over the age of 18 without acquiring a driver training school license or instruc-
tor’s license, and such instructors may make a charge for that instruction, if there 1s no prlvate
commercial driver training school licensed under this statute within 10 miles of the munici-
pality where such instruction 1s given and there 1s no adult drivers training program in effect
in the schools of the school district in which the trainee resides.

History: 1967 ¢ 880 s 7; 1969 ¢ 6 s 29; 1998 ¢ 388 s 29

171.40 VIOLATIONS RELATING TO DRIVER TRAINING SCHOOL; PETTY
MISDEMEANOR.

A violation of any provision of sectlons 171.33to 171.41 or any rule issued or adopted
pursuant thereto shall be a petty misdemeanor.

History: 1967 ¢ 880 s 8; 1969 ¢ 6 s 30; Ex1971 ¢ 27 s 27; 1985 ¢ 248 s 70

171.41 COOPERATION OF STATE AGENCIES.
The commussioner shall request and receive the assistance of other state departments
and agencies in establishing rules pursuant to sections 17133 to 171.41.

History: 1967 ¢ 880 s 9; 1985 ¢ 248 5 70
' DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT

171.50 DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT.
The Driver License Compact is enacted into law and entered into w1th all other Jurisdic-
tions legally joining 1n it, in the form substantlally as follows:

DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT
ARTICLEI |
Fmdmgs and Declaration of Policy

(a) The party states find that:

(1) The safety of their streets and highways is materially affected by the degree of com-
pliance with state and local ordinances relating to the operation of motor vehicles.

(2) Violation of such alaw or ordinance is evidence that the violator engages in conduct
which is likely to endanger the safety of persons and property.

(3) The continuance in force of a license to drive 1s predicated upon compliance with
laws and ordinances relating to the operation of motor vehicles, in whichever jurisdiction the
vehicle is operated.

(b) It is the policy of each of the party states to:

(1) Promote compliance with the laws, ordinances, and administrative rules and regula-
tions relating to the operation of motor vehicles by their operators in each of the jurisdictions
where such operators drive motor vehicles.
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(2) Make the reciprocal recognition of licenses to drive and eligibility therefor more just
and equitable by considering the overall compliance with motor vehicle laws, ordinances,
and administrative rules and regulations as a condition precedent to the continuance or is-
suance of any license by reason of which the licensee is authorized or permitted to operate a
motor vehicle 1n any of the party states.

ARTICLE I
Definitions

As used in this compact:

(a) “State” means a state, territory, or possession of the United States, the District of
Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(b) “Home state” means the state which has issued and has the power to suspend or re-
voke the use of the license or permit to operate a motor vehicle.

(¢) “Conviction” means a conviction of any offense related to the use or operation of a
motor vehicle which 1s prohibited by state law, municipal ordinance, or administrative rule or
regulation, or a forfeiture of bail, bond, or other security deposited to secure appearance by a
person charged with having committed any such offense, and which conviction or forfeiture
1s required to be reported to the licensing authority.

ARTICLE 1T
Reports of Convictions

The licensing authority of a party state shall report each conviction of a person from
another party state occurring within its jurisdiction to the licensing authority of the home
state of the licensee. Such report shall clearly identify the person convicted; describe the
violation specifying the section of the statute, code, or ordinance violated; identify the court
in which action was taken; indicate whether a plea of guilty or not guilty was entered, or the
conviction was a result of the forfeiture of bail, bond, or other security; and shall include any
special findings made in connection therewith

ARTICLE IV
Effect of Conviction

(a) The Iicensing authority in the home state, for the purposes of suspension, revocation,
or limitation of the license to operate a motor vehicle, shall give the same effect to the con-
duct reported, pursuant to article III of this compact, as it would if such conduct had occurred
in the home state, in the case of convictions for:

(1) manslaughter or negligent homicide resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle;

(2) driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic
drug, or under the influence of any other drug to a degree which renders the driver incapable
of safely driving a motor vehicle;

(3) any felony in the commuission of which a motor vehicle is used;

(4) failure to stop and render aid in the event of a motor vehicle accident resulting in the
death or personal injury of another.

(b) As to other convictions, reported pursuant to article ITI, the licensing authority in the
home state shall give such effect to the conduct as provided by the laws of the home state.

(c) If the laws of a party state do not provide for offenses or violations denominated or
described in precisely the words employed in subdivision (a) of this article, such party state
shall construe the denominations and descriptions appearing in the subdivision (a) hereof as
being applicable to and 1dentifying those offenses or violations of a substantially similar na-
ture and the laws of such party state shall contain such provisions as may be necessary to
ensure that full force and effect is given to this article.

ARTICLE V
Applications for New Licenses

Upon apphcation for a license to drive, the licensing authority in a party state shall as-
certain whether the applicant has ever held, or is the holder of a license to drive issued by any
other party state. The licensing authority in the state where application is made shallnot 1ssue
a license to drive to the applicant if:
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(1) The applicant has held such a icense, but the same has been suspended by reason, in
whole or in part, of a violation and if such suspension period has not terminated

(2) The applicant has held such a license, but the sarhe has been revoked by reason, in
whole or m part, of a violation and if such revocation has not terminated, except that after the
expiration of one year from the date the license was revoked, such person may make applica-
tion for a new license if permitted by law. The licensing authority may refuse to issue a li-
cense to any such applicant if, after investigation, the licensing authority determines that it
will not be safe to grant to such person the privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the public
highways.

(3) The applicant is the holder of a license to drive issued by another party state and cur-
rently in force unless the applicant surrenders such license.

ARTICLE VI
Applicability of Other Laws

Except as expressly required by provisions of this compact, nothing contained herein
shall be construed to affect the right of any party state to apply any of its other laws relating to
licenses to drive to any person or circumstance, nor to invalidate or prevent any driver license
agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a party state and a nonparty state.

" ARTICLE VII
Compact Administrator and Interchange of Information

(a) The head of the licensing authority of each party state shall be the administrator of
this compact for the state. The administrators, acting jointly, shall have the power to formu-
late all necessary and proper procedures for the exchange of information under this compact.

(b) The administrator of each party state shall furnish to the administrator of each other
party state any information or documents reasonably necessary to facilitate the administra-
tion of this compact.

ARTICLE VIII
Entry Into Force and Withdrawal

(a) This compact shall enter into force and become effective as to any state when it has
enacted the same into law.

(b) Any party state may withdraw from this compact by enacting a statute repealing the
same, but no such withdrawal shall take effect until six months after the executive head of the
withdrawing state has given notice of the withdrawal to the executive heads of all other party
states. No withdrawal shall affect the validity or applicability by the licensing authorities of
states remaining party to the compact of any report of conviction occurring prior to the with-
drawal.

ARTICLE IX
Construction and Severability

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate the purposes thereof. The
provisions of this compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause, sentence, or provision
of this compact is declared to be contrary to the constitution of any party state or of the United
States, or the applicability thereof to any government, agency, person, or circumstance is
held invalid, the validity of the remainder of this compact and the applicability thereof to any
government, agency, person, or circumstance shall not be affected thereby. If this compact
shall be held contrary to the constitution of any state party thereto, the compact shall remain
in full force and effect as to the remaining states and in full force and effect as to the state
affected as to all severable matters.

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 35
171.51 DEFINITIONS.

Subdivision 1. Executive head. For purposes of sections 171.50 to 171.56, with refer-
ence to this state, the term “executive head” means the governor of Minnesota.
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Subd. 2. Licensing authority. For purposes of sections 171.50 to 171.56, the term “li-
censing authority” with reference to this state means the driver’s license division of the Min-
nesota department of public safety.

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 36

171.52 TRANSFER OF INFORMATION.

The licensing authority shall furnish to the appropriate authorities of any other party
state information or documents reasonably necessary to facilitate the administration of sec-
tion 171.50, articles III, IV, and V. '

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 37

171.53 COMPACT ADMINISTRATOR.

The compact admunistrator provided for in section 171.50, article VI, is not entitled to
additional compensation on account of service as administrator, but 1s entitled to expenses
incurred in connection with the duties and responsibulities as administrator, in the same man-
ner as for expenses mcurred 1n connection with other duties or responsibihties of employ-
ment. The compact administrator shall represent this state or shall appoint a representative
for this state in the driver license compact commission, and that commussion has the author-
ity to formulate procedures for exchanging information, as provided in section 171 50, ar-
ticle VIL '

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 38

171.54 REPORTING TO LICENSING AUTHORITY.

A court or other agency or political subdivision of this state, that has jurisdiction to take
action regarding the suspension, revocation, cancellation, or other limitation of a license to
drive, shall promptly report the action and the circumstances upon which it is based to the
Iicensing authority on forms furnished by the department.

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 39

171.55 OUT-OF-STATE CONVICTIONS GIVEN EFFECT.

The commussioner shall give the same effect for driver licensing purposes to conduct
reported from a licensing authority or court in another state that the commissioner would
give to conduct reported from a court or other agency of this state, whether or not the other
state is a party to the Driver License Compact in section 171.50. The conduct to be given
effect by the commissioner includes a report of conviction for an offense enumerated in sec-
tion 171.50, article IV, or an offense described in sections 171.17 and 171.18.

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 40

171.56 FILING OF BYLAWS AND AMENDMENTS.

The driver license compact commission shall file a copy of its bylaws and amendments
to the bylaws with the Minnesota secretary of state.

History: 1989 ¢ 307 s 41
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