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Subd. 5. Time of application to development districts. The provisions of this 
section shall not apply to a development district created subsequent to August 1, 1979. 

[ 1979 c 322 s 17] 

472A.08 [ Repealed, 1979 c 322 s 25 ] 
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473.408 Fare policy. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S. 1978] 

Subd. 3. Social fares. In off-peak hours the commission and other operators 
shall charge the following reduced fares for transit service: 

(a) not more than 20 cents plus any zone charges for all persons under the age of 
18 holding an identification card issued by the commission; 

(b) not more than ten cents for all persons 65 years of age and over holding a me­
dicare card or other identification card authorized or approved by the commission; and 

(c) not more than one-half of the full fare for all handicapped persons, as defined 
by the commission. 

[For text of subds 4 and 5, see M.S.J978] 

Subd. 6. Monthly passes. The commission shall offer monthly passes for regu­
lar route bus service for sale to the general public. The passes shall be offered at a dis­
count at least as great as the discount provided on passes sold by the commission in Jan­
uary, 1979. 

Subd. 7. Employee plan. The commission shall offer monthly passes for regular 
route bus service for sale to employers at a special discount subject to the provisions of 
this subdivision. An employer is eligible to purchase passes at a special discount if the 
employer agrees to establish a payroll deduction plan as a means for its employees to 
purchase the passes at a price at or below the amount charged by the commission. The 
special discount on passes sold pursuant to this subdivision shall be two dollars on a sin­
gle zone pass and a proportionate amount on other passes. The special discount is in ad­
dition to the discount provided on passes sold to the general public. 

[ Exl979 c 1 s 48,49 ] 

473.411 Transportation development program. 

Subdivision 1. Development program. The commission shall prepare and sub­
mit in the manner provided in and satisfying the requirements of section 473.161, a 
transportation development program, providing for the implementation of the policy 
plan adopted by the council. In preparing the program, the commission shall consult 
with counties and municipalities in the metropolitan area, the state transportation de­
partment and the state planning agency, and for that purpose may create such advisory 
committees as may be necessary. 

Such program shall provide for coordination of routes and operations of all pub­
licly and privately owned transportation facilities within the transit area to the end that 
combined efficient and rapid transportation may be provided for the use of the public in 
the entire area. The commission may designate a segment of the system planned as a pi-
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lot or demonstration transportation project using, without limitation, new technology 
including airborne systems, or traditional systems of evolved or modern form. The 
transportation development program shall include the general alignment and profile, 
approximate points of access, facility classification, approximate cost, relation to other 
existing and planned transportation routes and facilities, and a statement of the expected 
general effect on present and future use of the property within the corridor. The 
program shall be accompanied with a statement of need for the proposed construction or 
improvement, a description of alternate routes which were considered, and an 
explanation of the advantages and disadvantages in the selection of any route 
considered. The transportation development program shall also contain a description of 
the type of right-of-way or routes required; the type of transit service to be provided in 
each portion of the system; designation of transit mode; and appropriate general 
operating criteria. The program shall also contain an operational improvement program 
which shall at least describe performance objectives and standards which the commission 
proposes to achieve in satisfying policies, purposes, and goals established by the 
legislature and the council; identify performance indicators by which to monitor and 
assess progress in achieving the objectives and standards; and establish a route deficit 
limit as provided in section 174.28, subdivision 5. The program may include such other 
information as the council or the commission deems necessary. 

[For text of subds 3 to 5, see M.S. 1978] 

[ Exl979 c I s 50] 

473.419 Mandatory retirement age. 

An employee of the transit operating division of the metropolitan transit commis­
sion and an employee on leave of absence from the transit operating division of the met­
ropolitan transit commission who is employed by the labor organization which is the ex­
clusive bargaining agent representing employees of the transit operating division shall 
terminate employment on the first day of the month next following the month in which 
the employee reaches the age of 70. 

[ 1979 c 40 s 12] 

473.436 Commission; borrowing money. 

Subdivision 1. General authority. The commission, if authorized by vote of at 
least two-thirds of all its members, may borrow money on terms, in amounts, and in the 
manner it deems proper. Borrowing for the purposes of acquisition or betterment of 
property or other improvements of a capital nature shall be subject to the provisions of 
subdivision 4. Any loan made under this section and interest thereon shall be payable 
from collections of any funds of the commission not otherwise appropriated by law and 
not otherwise pledged by resolution of the commission. The loans may be evidenced by 
certificates of indebtedness, bonds, or other obligations, to which the commission may 
pledge moneys received upon collection of any tax authorized by sections 473.401 to 
473.451 or received as proceeds of bonds issued pursuant to sections 473.401 to 473.451. 
The loans may also be secured by a security interest in property acquired in whole or in 
part from their proceeds. Except as herein otherwise provided, the obligations shall not 
constitute a charge, lien or encumbrance upon and shall not be enforced against any 
property of the commission except tax collections and bond proceeds specifically pledged 
by the commission and security interests granted by the commission. In the enforcement 
or collection of the obligations, exercise of the taxing power of the commission may not 
be required unless the commission shall have specifically pledged tax levies or tax collec­
tions authorized by sections 473.401 to 473.451 to the payment of the obligations. The 
obligations shall not be considered a debt of the state or any municipality or political 
subdivision thereof within the meaning of any debt limitation or requirement pertaining 
to those entities. Neither the state nor any municipality or political subdivision thereof 
except the commission, nor any commissioner or officer or employee of the commission 
shall be liable on the obligations. 

Subd. 2. Legal investments. Certificates of indebtedness, bonds, or other obli­
gations issued by the commission to which tax levies have been pledged pursuant to sec-

618 

                                         
MINNESOTA STATUTES 1979 SUPPLEMENT



METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT 473.553 

tion 473.446, subdivision 1 shall be proper for investment of any funds by any bank, 
savings bank, savings and loan association, credit union, trust company, insurance 
company or public or municipal corporation, and may be pledged by any bank, savings 
bank, savings and loan association, credit union, or trust company as security for the 
deposit of public moneys. 

Subd. 3. Tax exempt. Certificates of indebtedness, bonds, or other obligations 
of the commission shall be deemed and treated as instrumentalities of a public govern­
ment agency and as such, together with interest thereon, exempt from taxation. 

Subd. 4. Limitations. The commission shall not issue any certificates of indeb­
tedness, bonds, or other obligations for purposes of acquisition or betterment of property 
or other improvements of a capital nature in excess of amounts from time to time ex­
pressly permitted by law. 

Subd. 5. Bus purchases and other improvements. In addition to obligations 
outstanding on July 1, 1977, the commission may issue certificates of indebtedness, 
bonds or other obligations in an amount not exceeding $9,000,000 for the purposes of 
purchasing buses and related equipment, and constructing maintenance and other build­
ings, bus shelters and road related improvements. 

[ 7979 c46s 1] 

473.438 Bonds. 

[For text of subds 1 to 4, see M.S.1978] 

Subd. 5. [ Repealed, 1979 c 46 s 3 ] 

Subd. 6. [ Repealed, 1979 c 46 s 3 ] 

[For text of subd 7, see M.S.1978] 

473.446 Transit tax levies. 

Subdivision 1. Amount. For the purposes of sections 473.401 to 473.451 and the 
metropolitan transit system, the metropolitan transit commission shall levy each year 
upon all taxable property within the metropolitan transit taxing district, defined herein, a 
transit tax consisting of: 

(a) An amount equal to 1.72 mills times the assessed value of all such property, 
the proceeds of which shall be used for payment of the expenses of operating regular 
route bus service; 

(b) An additional amount, if any, as the commission determines to be necessary to 
provide for the full and timely payment of its certificates of indebtedness and other obli­
gations outstanding on July 1, 1977, to which property taxes under this section have 
been pledged; and 

(c) An additional amount necessary to provide full and timely payment of certifi­
cates of indebtedness, bonds, or other obligations issued pursuant to section 473.436 for 
purposes of acquisition and betterment of property and other improvements of a capital 
nature and to which the commission has specifically pledged tax levies under this clause. 

[For text of subds 2 to 3, see M.S.1978] 

• [ 1979 c 46 s 2] 

473.553 Commission; membership; administration. 

[For text of subd 1, see M.S.1978] 

Subd. 2. Membership. The commission shall consist of six members, appointed 
by the governor during the period before substantial completion of construction of sports 
facilities pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.595 and thereafter as hereinafter provided, 
plus a chairman appointed as provided in subdivision 3. Initial appointments of mem-
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bers shall be made within 30 days of May 17, 1977. One member shall be appointed 
from each of the following combinations of metropolitan commission precincts defined 
in section 473.141, subdivision 2: A and B; C and G; D and E; F and H. Two members 
shall be appointed from outside the metropolitan area. Upon substantial completion of 
construction of the sports facility, vacancies occurring on the commission, whether at the 
completion of or prior to the completion of a member's term, shall be filled by the city 
council of the city in which the stadium is located. 

[For text ofsubd 3, see M.S.1978] 

Subd. 4. Qualifications. Each member appointed prior to substantial comple­
tion of construction of a sports facility constructed pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.-
595 shall be a resident of the precincts or area of the state for which he is appointed. A 
member appointed at any time shall not during his term of office hold the office of met­
ropolitan council member or be a member of another metropolitan commission or hold 
any judicial office or office of state government. Each member shall qualify by taking 
and subscribing the oath of office prescribed by the Minnesota Constitution, Article V, 
Section 6. The oath, duly certified by the official administering it, shall be filed with the 
chairman of the metropolitan council. 

[For text ofsubd 5, see M.S.1978] 

[ 1979 c 203 s 2,3 ] 

473.556 Powers of commission. 

[For text ofsubds 1 to 3, see M.S.1978] 

Subd. 4. Exemption of property. Any real or personal property acquired, 
owned, leased, controlled, used, or occupied by the commission for any of the purposes 
of sections 473.551 to 473.595 is declared to be acquired, owned, leased, controlled, used 
and occupied for public, governmental, and municipal purposes, and shall be exempt 
from taxation by the state or any political subdivision of the state, provided that such 
properties shall be subject to special assessments levied by a political subdivision for a 
local improvement in amounts proportionate to and not exceeding the special benefit re­
ceived by the properties from the improvement. No possible use of any such properties 
in any manner different from their use under sections 473.551 to 473.595 at the time 
shall be considered in determining the special benefit received by the properties. All as­
sessments shall be subject to final confirmation by the council, whose determination of 
the benefits shall be conclusive upon the political subdivision levying the assessment. 
The provisions of this subdivision, insofar as they require exemption or special treat­
ment, shall not apply to any real property at the metropolitan sports area which is leased 
by the commission for development pursuant to subdivision 6. 

[For text ofsubd 5, see M.S.1978] 

Subd. 6. Disposition of property. The commission may sell or otherwise dispose 
of any real or personal property acquired by it which is no longer required for accom­
plishment of its purposes. The property shall be sold in the manner provided by section 
458.196, insofar as practical and consistent with sections 473.551 to 473.595. Real prop­
erty at the metropolitan sports area (not including the indoor public assembly facility 
and adjacent parking facilities) which is no longer needed for sports facilities shall be 
sold or leased for commercial or industrial development in accordance with the proce­
dures in section 458.196 within two years to a private, for-profit entity, and thereafter 
the property shall be subject to all applicable taxes and assessments and all government 
laws, regulations and ordinances bearing on use and development as if the property were 
privately owned. The proceeds from the sale of any real property at the metropolitan 
sports area shall be paid to the council and used for debt service. 

Subd. 7. Contracts. The commission may contract for materials, supplies, and 
equipment in accordance with section 471.345, except that the commission may employ 
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persons, firms, or corporations to perform one or more or all of the functions of 
architect, engineer, construction manager, or contractor for both design and 
construction, with respect to all or any part of a project to build or remodel sports 
facilities. Contractors shall be selected through the process of public bidding, provided 
that it shall be permissible for the commission to narrow the listing of eligible bidders to 
those which the commission determines to possess sufficient expertise to perform the 
intended functions. Any construction manager or contractor shall certify, before the 
contracts are finally signed, a construction price and completion date to the commission 
and shall post a bond in an amount at least equal to 100 percent of the certified price, 
to cover any costs which may be incurred over and above the certified price, including 
but not limited to costs incurred by the commission or loss of revenues resulting from 
incomplete construction on the completion date. The commission shall secure surety 
bonds as required in section 574.26, securing payment of just claims in connection with 
all public work undertaken by it. Persons entitled to the protection of the bonds may 
enforce them as provided in sections 574.28 to 574.32, and shall not be entitled to a lien 
on any property of the commission under the provisions of sections 514.01 to 514.16. 

[For text of subds 8 to 15, see M.S.1978] 

[ 1979 c 203 s 4-6 ] 

473.572 Revised final determination. 

Subdivision 1. Notwithstanding any final determination reached by the commis­
sion on or before December 1, 1978, pursuant to section 473.571, subdivision 6, the com­
mission shall make a revised determination on a sports facility or sports facilities which 
facility or facilities (1) may be covered, (2) may include use of the existing or a remod­
eled metropolitan stadium for baseball, and (3) shall be located in Hennepin County. 
The decision shall be made within 30 days after May 26, 1979. In making its decision 
the commission may rely on data previously submitted and reviewed pursuant to section 
473.571 and need not require new data even if modifications are made in an alternative 
previously considered. The commission shall give full consideration to the needs of the 
University of Minnesota when making its revised determination. 

Subd. 2. Except as provided in this section, the council shall make all determina­
tions required by section 473.581, subdivision 3, before it authorizes the issuance of 
bonds. 

Subd. 3. It is the intent of the legislature that the commission shall, to the maxi­
mum extent possible consistent with the provisions of section 473.581, subdivision 3, im­
pose rates, rentals and other charges in the operation of the sports facility which will 
make the sports facility self supporting so that the taxes imposed under section 473.592 
will be at the lowest possible rate consistent with the obligations of the political subdivi­
sion levying those taxes as provided in sections 473.551 to 473.595. 

[ 1979 c203 s 1] 

473.581 Debt obligations. 

Subdivision 1. Bonds. The council may by resolution authorize the sale and is­
suance of its bonds for any or all of the following purposes: 

(a) To provide funds for the acquisition or betterment of sports facilities by the 
commission pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.595; 

(b) To refund bonds issued hereunder and bonds upon which the council is obli­
gated under section 473.564; and 

(c) To fund judgments entered by any court against the commission or against the 
council in matters relating to the commission's functions. 

Subd. 2. Procedure. The bonds shall be sold, issued, and secured in the man­
ner provided in chapter 475 for bonds payable solely from revenues, except as otherwise 
provided in sections 473.551 to 473.595, and the council shall have the same powers and 
duties as a municipality and its governing body in issuing bonds under that chapter. The 
bonds may be sold at any price and at public or private sale as determined by the coun-
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cil. They shall be payable solely from tax and other revenues referred to in sections 
473.551 to 473.595, shall not be a general obligation or debt of the council or of the 
commission, and shall not be included in the net debt of any city, county, or other 
subdivision of the state for the purpose of any net debt limitation, provided that nothing 
herein shall affect the obligation of any political subdivision to levy a tax pursuant to an 
agreement made under the provisions of section 473.592. No election shall be required. 
The principal amount shall not be limited except as provided in subdivision 3. 

Subd. 3. Limitations. The principal amount of the bonds issued pursuant to 
subdivision 1, clause (a), shall not exceed the amounts hereinafter authorized. If the 
commission's proposal and the construction contracts referred to in clause (g) of this 
subdivision provide for the construction of a covered multipurpose sports facility, the to­
tal cost of constructing the facility under the construction contracts, not including costs 
paid from funds provided by others, and the principal amount of bonds issued pursuant 
to subdivision 1, clause (a), shall be limited to $55,000,000. If the commission's proposal 
and the construction contracts do not provide for the construction of a cover on a pro­
posed multipurpose sports facility and the commission does not otherwise contract for 
the construction or acquisition of a cover for the sports facility, the principal amount 
shall be limited to $42,000,000. If the commission's proposal and the construction con­
tracts provide for the construction of a new sports facility for football and soccer and 
for remodeling the existing metropolitan stadium for baseball, the principal amount shall 
be limited to $37,500,000. If the commission's proposal and the construction contracts 
provide for the reconstruction and remodeling of the existing metropolitan stadium as an 
uncovered multipurpose sports facility, the principal amount shall be limited to 
$25,000,000. The bonds issued pursuant to subdivision 1, clause (a), shall bear an aver­
age annual rate of interest, including discount, not in excess of 7-1/2 percent. The pro­
ceeds of the bonds issued pursuant to subdivision 1, clause (a), shall be used only for the 
acquisition and betterment of sports facilities suitable for baseball, football and soccer, 
with a seating capacity for football and soccer of approximately 65,000 persons. The 
council shall issue its bonds and construction of sports facilities may commence when 
the council has made the following determinations: 

(a) The commission has executed agreements with major league professional base­
ball and football organizations to use its sports facilities for all scheduled regular season 
home games and play-off home games and, in the case of the football organization, for 
at least one-half of its exhibition games played each season. The agreements shall be for 
a period of not more than 30 years nor less than the term of the longest term bonds that 
in the council's judgment it may find it necessary to issue to finance the acquisition and 
betterment of the commission's sports facilities. The agreements may contain provisions 
negotiated between the organizations and the commission which provide for termination 
upon conditions related and limited to the bankruptcy, insolvency, or financial capability 
of the organization. The agreements shall provide that, in the event of breach of the 
agreements, the defaulting organization shall pay damages annually to the commission. 
The annual payment shall be in an amount equal to the annual average of all revenue 
derived by the commission from attendance at events and activities of the defaulting or­
ganization during the years prior to default, provided that the damages shall not exceed 
in any year an amount sufficient, with other revenues of the commission but excluding 
proceeds of the taxes under section 473.592, to pay all expenses of operation, mainte­
nance, administration, and debt service for the facilities used by the defaulting organiza­
tion during the same year. The damages shall be payable during the period from the oc­
currence of the default to the date on which another major league professional baseball 
or football organization, replacing the defaulting organization, enters into a use agree­
ment with the commission for not less than the then remaining term of the original 
agreement. The agreements with the teams shall provide that no closed circuit or pay 
television broadcasting of events in the sports facility may be allowed without the ap­
proval of the commission. The agreements shall include provisions protecting the com­
mission and the council in the event of change in ownership of the professional teams. 

(b) The commission has executed agreements with professional baseball and foot­
ball major leagues which guarantee the continuance of franchises in the metropolitan 
area for the period of the agreements referred to in clause (a). 

(c) The proceeds of bonds provided for in this subdivision will be sufficient, to­
gether with other capital funds that may be available to the commission, to construct or 
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remodel and to furnish the sports facilities proposed by the commission, including the 
appropriate professional fees and charges but excluding, except as otherwise provided in 
this subdivision, the acquisition, clearance, relocation, and legal costs referred to in 
clauses (d) and (e). 

(d) The commission has acquired, without cost to the commission or the council 
except as provided in this subdivision, title to all real property including all easements 
and other appurtenances needed for the construction and operation of any proposed 
sports facilities or has received a grant of funds or has entered into an agreement or 
agreements sufficient in the judgment of the council to assure the receipt of funds, at the 
time and in the amount required, to make any payment upon which the commission's 
acquisition of title and possession of the real property is conditioned. 

(e) The commission has received a grant of funds or entered into an agreement or 
agreements sufficient in the judgment of the council to assure the receipt of funds, at the 
time and in the amount required, to pay all costs, except as provided in this subdivision, 
of clearing the real property needed for the construction and operation of any proposed 
sports facilities of all buildings, railroad tracks and other structures, including without 
limitation all relocation costs, all utility relocation costs, and all legal costs. 

(f) The commission has executed agreements with appropriate labor organizations 
and construction contractors which provide that no labor strike or management lockout 
will halt, delay or impede construction. 

(g) The commission has executed agreements which will provide for the construc­
tion of its sports facilities for a certified construction price and completion date and 
which include performance bonds.in an amount at least equal to 100 percent of the cer­
tified price to cover any costs which may be incurred over and above the certified price, 
including but not limited to costs incurred by the commission or loss of revenues result­
ing from incomplete construction on the completion date. ' 

(h) The environmental impact statement for the sports facility or facilities has 
been accepted by the environmental quality board, and the pollution control agency and 
any other department, agency, or unit of government have taken the actions necessary to 
permit the construction of the sports facility or facilities. 

(i) At least 50 percent of the private boxes provided for in the commission's pro­
posal for the sports facility or facilities are sold or leased for at least five years. 

(j) The anticipated revenue from the operation of the sports facility or facilities 
plus any additional available revenue of the commission and the revenue from the taxes 
under section 473.592 will be an amount sufficient to pay when due all debt service plus 
all administration, operating and maintenance expense. 

(k) The commission has studied and considered the needs of the University of 
Minnesota for athletic facilities for a prospective 20 year period. 

(1) The municipality where the facility is to be constructed has entered into an 
agreement as contemplated in section 473.592. 

(m) The commission has entered into an agreement or agreements with a pur­
chaser or purchasers of tickets of admission for a period of not less than 20 years which 
will assure that, if the professional football organization cannot comply with the provi­
sions of section 473.568, whenever more than 90 and less than 100 percent of the tickets 
of admission for seats at any professional football game, which were available for pur­
chase by the general public 120 hours or more before the scheduled beginning time of 
the game either at the sports facility where the game is to be played or at the box office 
closest to the sports facility, have been purchased 72 hours or more before the beginning 
time of the game, then all of such tickets which remain unsold will be purchased in suffi­
cient time to permit the telecast to areas within the state which otherwise would not re­
ceive the telecast because of the terms of an agreement in which the professional football 
league has sold or otherwise transferred all or part of the rights of the league's member 
organizations in the sponsored telecasting of games of the organizations. The party or 
parties agreeing to the purchase of such unsold tickets shall be obligated for a period of 
at least 20 years in an amount determined by the council to be sufficient to assure the 
purchase of all such unsold tickets. An agreement or agreements satisfying the require­
ments of this clause shall free the professional football organization from the prohibition 
otherwise imposed on it by section 473.568. 
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(n) The council has entered into an agreement with the brokerage firm or broker­
age firms to be used in connection with the issuance and sale of the bonds guaranteeing 
that fees and charges payable to the brokerage firm or firms in connection therewith, in­
cluding any underwriting discounts, shall not exceed fees and charges customarily pay­
able in connection with the issuance and sale of bonds secured by the pledge of the full 
faith and credit of the municipality in which any new sports facility is to be located. 

The validity of any bonds issued under subdivision 1, clause (a), and the obliga­
tions of the council and commission related thereto, shall not be conditioned upon or 
impaired by the council's determinations made pursuant to this subdivision. For pur­
poses of issuing the bonds the determinations made by the council shall be deemed con­
clusive, and the council shall be and remain obligated for the security and payment of 
the bonds irrespective of determinations which may be erroneous, inaccurate, or other­
wise mistaken. 

Subd. 4. Security. To the extent and in the manner provided in sections 473.-
592 and 473.595, the taxes described in section 473.592, the tax and other revenues of 
the commission described in section 473.595, and any other revenues of the commission 
shall be and remain pledged and appropriated for the payment of all necessary and rea­
sonable expenses of the operation, administration, maintenance, and debt service of the 
commission's sports facilities until all bonds referred to in section 473.564, subdivision 2, 
and all bonds and certificates issued pursuant to this section are fully paid or discharged 
in accordance with law. The revenue bonds and interest thereon referred to in section 
473.564, subdivision 2, may be refunded, whether at a lower or a higher rate of interest, 
by the issuance of new bonds pursuant to subdivision 1, clause (b), for the purpose of 
pledging revenues of the metropolitan sports area for the payment and security of bonds 
issued hereunder, and the council may provide that a portion of the new bonds shall be 
payable solely from the interest earnings derived from the investment of the bond pro­
ceeds. Until these revenue bonds are fully paid or the council's obligation thereon is dis­
charged in accordance with law they shall be deemed a first and prior charge on those 
revenues and shall be secured by all provisions of the revenue bond resolution and the 
ownership and operations agreement. Bonds issued pursuant to this section and bonds 
referred to in section 473.564, subdivision 2, may be secured by a bond resolution, or by 
a trust indenture entered into by the council with a corporate trustee within or outside 
the state, which shall define the tax and other revenues pledged for the payment and se­
curity of the bonds. The pledge shall be a valid charge on the tax and other revenues re­
ferred to in sections 473.551 to 473.595 from the date when bonds are first issued or se­
cured under the resolution or indenture and shall secure the payment of principal and 
interest and redemption premiums when due and the maintenance at all times of a re­
serve securing such payments. No mortgage of or security interest in any tangible real or 
personal property shall be granted to the bondholders or the trustee, but they shall have 
a valid security interest in all tax and other revenues received and accounts receivable by 
the commission or council hereunder, as against the claims of all other persons in tort, 
contract, or otherwise, irrespective of whether such parties have notice thereof, and with­
out possession or filing as provided in the uniform commercial code or any other law. In 
the bond resolution or trust indenture the council may make such covenants, which shall 
be binding upon the commission, as are determined to be usual and reasonably neces­
sary for the protection of the bondholders. No pledge, mortgage, covenant, or agreement 
securing bonds may be impaired, revoked, or amended by law or by action of the coun­
cil, commission, or city, except in accordance with the terms of the resolution or inden­
ture under which the bonds are issued, until the obligations of the council thereunder are 
fully discharged. 

Subd. 5. Revenue anticipation certificates. At any time or times after approval 
by the council and final adoption by the commission of an annual budget of the com­
mission for operation, administration, and maintenance of its sports facilities, and in an­
ticipation of the proceeds from the taxes under section 473.592 and the revenues of the 
commission provided for in the budget, but subject to any limitation or prohibition in a 
bond resolution or indenture, the council may authorize the issuance, negotiation, and 
sale, in such form and manner and upon such terms as it may determine, of revenue an­
ticipation certificates. The principal amount of the certificates outstanding shall at no 
time exceed 25 percent of the total amount of the tax and other revenues anticipated. 
The certificates shall mature not later than three months after the close of the budget 
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year. Prior to the approval and final adoption of the first annual budget of the 
commission, the council may authorize up to $300,000 in revenue anticipation certificates 
under this subdivision. So much of the anticipated tax and other revenues as may be 
needed for the payment of the certificates and interest thereon shall be paid into a 
special debt service fund established for the certificates in the council's financial records. 
If for any reason the anticipated tax and other revenues are insufficient, the certificates 
and interest shall be paid from the first tax and other revenues received, subject to any 
limitation or prohibition in a bond resolution or indenture. The proceeds of the 
certificates may be used for any purpose for which the anticipated revenues or taxes may 
be used or for any purpose for which bond proceeds under subdivision 1 may be used, 
provided that the proceeds of certificates issued after May 26, 1979, shall not be used to 
pay capital costs of sports facilities constructed or remodeled pursuant to sections 
473.551 to 473.595. 

[ 1979 c 26 s 1; 1979 c 203 s 7-10 ] 

473.591 [ Repealed, 1979 c 26 s 3 ] 

473.592 Tax revenues. 

Subdivision 1. Local sales tax. Upon designation of a location for a sports fa­
cility pursuant to section 473.572, the municipality in which the facility is to be located 
may enter into an agreement with the metropolitan council and the commission which 
requires the municipality to impose a sales tax, supplemental to the general sales tax im­
posed in chapter 297A, for the purposes and in accordance with the requirements speci­
fied in sections 473.551 to 473.595. The tax may be imposed on the gross receipts from 
all retail on-sales of intoxicating liquor and fermented malt beverages when sold at li­
censed on-sale liquor establishments and municipal liquor stores located within the mu­
nicipality, or on the gross receipts from the furnishing for consideration of lodging for a 
period of less than 30 days at a hotel, motel, rooming house, tourist court, or trailer 
camp located within the municipality, or on both. The agreement between the municipal­
ity, the metropolitan council, and the commission shall require the municipality to im­
pose the tax or taxes at whatever rate or rates may be necessary to'produce revenues 
which are determined by the council from year to year to be required, together with the 
revenues available to the commission, to pay when due all debt service on bonds and 
revenue anticipation certificates issued under section 473.581, all debt service on bonds 
referred to in section 473.564, subdivision 2, and all expenses of operation, administra­
tion, and maintenance of the sports facilities. The agreement shall provide for the sus­
pension, reimposition, reduction, or increase in tax collections upon determination by the 
metropolitan council that such actions are appropriate or necessary for the purposes for 
which the tax is imposed, provided that the balance in the debt service fund or funds, in­
cluding any reserve for debt service, shall be maintained at least at an amount sufficient 
to pay the principal and interest on bonds which will become due within the next suc­
ceeding one year period and, except as otherwise provided by agreement, shall not be 
maintained at an amount greater than that required to pay principal and interest on 
bonds which will become due within the next succeeding two year period. The agreement 
shall be executed by the city, after approval by resolution of the city council and before 
the issuance of the bonds under section 473.581 and commencement of construction, and 
shall constitute a contract with and for the security of all holders of the bonds and reve­
nue anticipation certificates secured by the tax. A sports facility shall not be constructed 
or remodeled in a municipality which has not entered into an agreement in accordance 
with this section. The tax shall be reported and paid to the commissioner of revenue 
with and as part of the state sales and use taxes, and shall be subject to the same penal­
ties, interest, and enforcement provisions. The collections of the tax, less refunds and a 
proportionate share of the costs of collection, shall be remitted at least quarterly to the 
metropolitan council. The commissioner of revenue shall deduct from the proceeds re­
mitted to the council an amount that equals the indirect statewide costs as well as the di­
rect and indirect department costs necessary to administer, audit, and collect this tax. 
The amount deducted shall be deposited in the general fund of the state. The proceeds 
remitted shall be placed, together with the net revenues of the commission under section 
473.595, into the debt service fund or reserve or special funds, established under section 
473.581, and any funds established to secure payment of operating deficits of the com­
mission. The proceeds may be used for payment of debt service on bonds and revenue 
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anticipation certificates issued under section 473.581, debt service on bonds referred to 
in section 473.564, subdivision 2, and expenses of operation, administration, and 
maintenance of the sports facilities. The proceeds shall not be used for any capital costs 
of sports facilities constructed under sections 473.551 to 473.595, except that the 
proceeds may be used to pay interest on bonds during the construction period. 

Subd. 2. Metropolitan liquor tax. All proceeds of the liquor tax collected by the 
council pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section 473.591, prior to 
August 1, 1979, not otherwise expended or applied as provided in this chapter, together 
with any earnings derived from the investment of such revenues, may be used for any 
purpose for which the tax revenues under subdivision 1 may be used. 

[ 1979 c 203 s 11 ] 

473.595 Commission finances. 

Subdivision 1. Admission tax. Effective January 1, 1978, the commission shall 
by resolution impose a three percent admission tax upon the granting, sale, or distribu­
tion, by any private or public person, association, or corporation, of the privilege of ad­
mission to activities; except for those activities sponsored at the indoor public assembly 
facility at the metropolitan sports area known as the metropolitan sports center. Com­
mencing with the operation of sports facilities constructed or remodeled by the commis­
sion pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.595, the commission shall impose an additional 
seven percent admission tax upon activities conducted at such sports facilities. Effective 
January 1, 1978, no other tax, except the taxes imposed by chapter 297A, may be levied 
by any other unit of government upon any such sale or distribution. The admission tax 
shall be stated and charged separately from the sales price so far as practicable and shall 
be collected by the grantor, seller, or distributor from the person admitted and shall be a 
debt from that person to the grantor, seller, or distributor, and the tax required to be 
collected shall constitute a debt owed by the grantor, seller, or distributor to the commis­
sion, which shall be recoverable at law in the same manner as other debts. Every person 
granting, selling, or distributing tickets for such admissions may be required, as provided 
in resolutions of the commission, to secure a permit, to file returns, to deposit security 
for the payment of the tax, and to pay such penalties for nonpayment and interest on 
late payments, as shall be deemed necessary or expedient to assure the prompt and uni­
form collection of the tax. 

[For text of subds 2 to 6, see -M.S. 1978] 

Subd. 7. Sale of seats. The commission may sell seats in any multipurpose 
sports facility constructed after June 30, 1979 at prices and subject to conditions consis­
tent with this section. Ownership of a seat shall give the owner first preference for pur­
chase of a season ticket of admission for professional sports exhibitions with a right to 
be seated in the owned seat. An owner may sell or otherwise transfer his rights on what­
ever terms he chooses. Rights to a seat may not be divided. No fee may be charged for a 
transfer of ownership of a seat. The commission may charge a maintenance fee not ex­
ceeding $10 per year for each seat. 

[ 1979 c 203 s 12,13; 1979 c 303 art 10 s 14) 

473.596 Access streets and highways, highway user tax distribution fund. 

So long as the tax imposed pursuant to article XIV, section 10, of the Minnesota 
Constitution is at or below the rate fixed by law on January 1, 1979, no money derived 
from the highway user tax distribution fund shall be used to construct, relocate, or im­
prove any streets, highways, or other public thoroughfares, except ones included in the 
municipal state aid street system established pursuant to article XIV, section 4, if such 
work is done in order to provide or improve access to a new sports facility constructed 
pursuant to sections 473.551 to 473.595. The commissioner of transportation shall deter­
mine whether expenditures are in violation of this section. 

[ 1979 c 203 s 14 ) 
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473.597 Jurisdiction, validity of Laws 1979, Chapter 203. 

Pursuant to article VI, section 2 of the Minnesota Constitution the supreme court 
shall have original jurisdiction of any action brought or maintained in which an issue is 
presented as to the validity of a provision of Laws 1979, Chapter 203, Sections 1 to 14, 
and may hear and determine the issue as provided in title V of the rules of civil appel­
late procedure, after notice given as provided in rule 144. 

[ 1979 c 203 s 15 ] 

473.608 Powers of corporation. 

[For text of subds 1 to 20, see M.S.1978] 

Subd. 21. The corporation shall establish one joint airport zoning board for each 
airport operated under its authority in accordance with section 360.063, subdivision 3, 
clause (5). Notwithstanding the provisions of section 360.065, subdivision 1, mailed no­
tice to property owners is not required for hearings concerning adoption of zoning regu­
lations by a joint airport zoning board for Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport. 

[ 1979 c 302 s 4] 

CHAPTER 473F. METROPOLITAN REVENUE DISTRIBUTION 

Sec. Sec. 
473F.02 Definitions. 473F.08 Taxable value. 
473F.05 Assessed valuation; 1972 and subsequent 

years. 

473F.02 Definitions. 

[For text of subds 1 and 2, see M.S.1978] 

Subd. 3. "Commercial-industrial property" means the following categories of prop­
erty, as defined in section 273.13, excluding that portion of such property (a) which may, 
by law, constitute the tax base for a tax increment pledged pursuant to sections 462.585 
or 474.10, certification of which was requested prior to August 1, 1979, to the extent and 
while such tax increment is so pledged; (b) which may, by law, constitute the tax base 
for tax revenues set aside and paid over for credit to a sinking fund pursuant to direc­
tion of the city council in accordance with Laws 1963, Chapter 881, as amended, to the 
extent that such revenues are so treated in any year; or (c) which is exempt from taxa­
tion pursuant to section 272.02: 

(a) That portion of class 3 property consisting of stocks of merchandise and furni­
ture and fixtures used therewith; manufacturers' materials and manufactured articles; 
and tools, implements and machinery, whether fixtures or otherwise. 

(b) Class 3h property. 

(c) Class 3j property. 

(d) That portion of class 4 property which is either used or zoned for use for any 
commercial or industrial purpose, except for such property which is, or, in the case of 
property under construction, will when completed be used exclusively for residential oc­
cupancy and the provision of services to residential occupants thereof. Property shall be 
considered as used exclusively for residential occupancy only if each of not less than 80 
percent of its occupied residential units is, or, in the case of property under construction, 
will when completed be occupied under an oral or written agreement for occupancy over 
a continuous period of not less than 30 days. 

If the classification of property prescribed by section 273.13 is modified by legisla­
tive amendment, the references' in this subdivision shall be to such successor class or 
classes of property, or portions thereof, as embrace the kinds of property designated in 
this subdivision. 

(e) That property valued and assessed under section 273.13, subdivision 14. 
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