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CH. 3 — T H E L E G I S L A T U R E §5 3-3 Msd 

CHAPTER 3 
The Legislature 

§40. Members of Leg i s l a tu re excused from 
cou r t duties .—No m e m b e r or officer of t he 
Leg i s l a tu re shall be compelled to a t t end as a 
wi tness in any cour t of th is s t a t e du r ing the 
session of t h e l eg i s l a tu re ; un less t h e cour t 
in which the act ion is pending upon sufficient 
showing shal l o therwise o rde r wi th the con­
sent of t he pres id ing officer of the body of 
which such wi tness is an employe or the con­
sent of the body of which such wi tness is a 
member . No cause or proceeding, civil or 
c r imina l , in cour t or before any commission 
or officer or referee thereof or mot ion or 
hea r ing there in , in which a member or officer 
of t he l eg i s l a tu re i s a pa r ty , a t t o r n e y or wit­
ness shal l be t r ied or hea rd d u r i n g such 
session of t he leg is la ture , bu t shall be con­
t inued unt i l t he l eg i s la tu re shal l have ad­

journed . Such m e m b e r or officer of the legis­
l a t u r e may, wi th the consent of t he body of 
the leg is la ture of which he is a m e m b e r or 
officer, waive such privi lege and in such case 
such cause or proceeding, mot ion , or h e a r i n g 
may be t r ied or hea rd a t such t ime as will 
no t conflict wi th legis la t ive du t ies . (As 
amended F e b . 14, 1929, c. 19.) 

Extradit ion is governed by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, and chapter 1!), 
Laws 1929, cannot interfere or delay its opera­
tion. State ex rel. v. Moeller, 234NWG49.' See 
Dun. Dig. 1721, 8835. 

§48. "Standing appropriation" defined. 

Act providing for s tate 's participation in Cen­
tury of Progress Exposition a t Chicago in 1933, 
and appropriation therefor. Laws 1931, c. 415. 

CHAPTER 3A 
Organizat ion of State Government 

ARTICLE I 
§ 5 3 - 1 . D e p a r t m e n t s a n d agencies of s t a t e 

g o v e r n m e n t c rea ted , es tabl ished, a n d enumer ­
a ted . 

The title of this act satisfies the requirements 
of the constitution. 171M191, 213NW904. 

Where contract is let to lowest bidder, who 
later discovers tha t he has omitted certain items 
in his calculations, officers may not modify the 
contract by adding the amount of such items, 
even though the total sum would be less than 
the next lowest bid, but must either let the con­
t rac t to the next lowest bidder or call for new 
bids. Op. Atty. Gen., July 21, 1931. 

ARTICLE II 

§53-3 . S a m e — P o w e r s a n d du t i e s—Meet ­
ings . 

Act authorizing executive council to accept 
tit le to certain lands on behalf of state. Daws 
1931, c. 235. 

Act authorizing Executive Council to permit 
diversion or drainage of public waters. Laws 
1931, c. 286, post, §§6430-1 to 6430-3. 

§53-3^6 a. Capitol g r o u n d s commission 
abol ished.—The Capitol Grounds Commis­
s ioners , c rea ted by Chap te r 2 81 , General Laws 
1907, a r e hereby abol ished. All dut ies con­
ferred upon said Commiss ioners by said Chap­
ter 281 and by Chap te r 34 8, General Laws 
1913, a r e hereby t rans fe r red to t he Execut ive 
Council . (Act Apr . 1, 1929, c. 124, §1.) 

§53-3 Mb. Disposi t ion of funds .—All funds 
to t he credi t of said commiss ioners and any 
addi t iona l funds which may accrue subse­
q u e n t to the passage of th is act shall be used 
in improving and beaut i fying the New Capitol 
g r o u n d s , expendi tu res to be m a d e by the cus­
todian of the New Capitol when au thor ized 
by the Execut ive Council . This act shall be 
subject to t he provisions of Chapte r 426, Gen­
eral Laws 1925 . (Act Apr. 1, 1929, c. 124, 
§2.) 

§53-3 % c. Capi tol g r o u n d s commiss ioners t o 
be appointed by the g o v e r n o r — r u l e s govern­

ing s a m e . — T h a t wi th in 30 days af ter the pas­
sage of th is act, the governor shall appoin t 
t h r e e r e s iden t f reeholders of t he S ta te of 
Minnesota , for t he t e rm of t h r ee years , or 
such t ime as may be necessary for them to 
complete the i r du t ies as here in prescr ibed, 
who, t oge the r wi th the governor as an ex-
officio member , shal l cons t i tu te a hoard to be 
known as t he "Capi to l Grounds Commission­
e r s . " The persons so appoin ted shal l , wi th in 
10 days af ter the i r appo in tmen t , file with the 
secre ta ry of s t a t e the i r wr i t t en acceptances 
of such appo in tmen t , t oge the r wi th an oa th 
to fai thfully and hones t ly d i scharge the du­
ties imposed upon them by th is act . Said 
appoin tees shall fo r thwi th , af ter the i r qual i ­
fication, upon call of the governor , mee t and 
organize . The governor shal l be ex-offlcio 
pres ident of said board and they shall elect 
from thei r n u m b e r a vice pres ident and sec­
re t a ry , and shall keep a record of the i r p ro r 
ceedings, which shal l , af ter t he complet ion 
of the i r du t ies , be r e t u r n e d to and filed wi th 
t he secre ta ry of s t a t e . 

A major i ty of said commiss ioners shall con­
s t i t u t e a q u o r u m for the t ransac t ion of busi­
ness, and they shal l hold such s ta ted and 
special mee t ings as they m a y by r u l e p re ­
scribe. 

The m e m b e r s of said commission shal l serve 
wi thou t compensa t ion bu t shal l be ent i t led to 
be paid from the s t a t e t r e a s u r y the ac tua l 
and necessary expenses incu r red by them in 
t he t ransac t ion of the i r bus iness , upon the 
due aud i t and a l lowance of such expendi tu res 
by said commiss ioners and upon due certifica­
tion thereof to the s ta te aud i to r . 

I t shal l be the du ty of t he governor to 
fill all vacancies occurr ing in the member sh ip 
of said board, pr ior to the m a k i n g of i ts final 
r epor t , wi th persons of l ike qualif icat ions. 
(Act Apr. 22, 1907, c. 2 8 1 , §1.) 

§53 -3MA. Capitol commiss ion given r i g h t 
t o sell or r emove bu i ld ings upon l ands ac-
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quired for beautifying capitol grounds.-—It 
shall be the duty of said board of capitol 
grounds commissioners to proceed as soon 
as may be to take the necessary steps as 
herein authorized to acquire and secure by 
purchase or by condemnation under the right 
of eminent domain, or both, such lands ad­
joining or adjacent to the present new state 
capitol grounds as will, in their judgment, be 
requisite and necessary for the proper exten­
sion and enlargement of the grounds for the 
new state capitol building of Minnesota, and 
in such manner as to render the same more 
symmetrical in form, provided, however, that 
said commissioners shall incur no obligation 
in that behalf beyond the limit of the appro­
priation or apropriations which shall be made 
therefor. Said commissioners shall have the 
right, if in their judgment it is necessary, in 
and about the acquisition and improvement of 
such lands, to sell, remove or dispose of any 
building or buildings situated upon the lands 
so purchased and to grade, improve and beau­
tify such grounds, and to call to their as­
sistance the services of a landscape artist or 
architect, and any moneys heretofore or here­
after received by said commisisoners on ac­
count of rents received from said buildings, 
or from the sale thereof, may be expended 
in the improvement of said grounds by said 
commissioners. 

Said commissioners are authorized to enter 
into contracts with the owners of the land 
sought to be acquired for the sale and con­
veyance thereof, to the state of Minnesota 
for the purpose aforesaid, when in their judg­
ment the same can be secured at a fair and 
reasonable price, they are authorized to pro­
ceed to acquire the same for the state by 
condemnation under the right of eminent do­
main, in the manner and under and pursuant 
to the terms and provisions of Chapter 41 of 
the Revised Laws 1905, and it shall be the 
duty of the attorney general to render all 
legal assistance necessary to carry out such 
condemnation proceedings as said commis­
sioners may desire to institute in that behalf. 
(Laws 1907, c. 281, §2, as amended by Act 
Apr. 18, 1913, c. 348, §1.) 

§53-3 }£e. Auditor to draw warrants.— 
When lands are acquired under the provisions 
of this act, either by purchase or by condem­
nation, said board of capitol grounds commis­
sioners shall certify to the state auditor the 
purchase price thereof, or the amount of 
damages awarded, and thereupon the state 
auditor shall draw his warrant therefor, pay­
able to the owner or,persons interested in the 
land so acquired, out of any moneys which 
may have been appropriated for that pur­
pose, the same to be delivered upon receipt 
of a proper deed of conveyance to the state, 
of the lands so purchased, or upon delivery 
of a proper receipt for the damages awarded 
in cases of condemnation. (Act Apr. 22, 1907, 
c. 281, §3.) 

§53-3 ̂ f. If insufficient appropriation is 
made.—In case the appropriation or appropri­
ations made shall not be sufficient to pay for 
all lands purchased and the award for all 
lands condemned, or in case the awards or 
any of them are of such amount that said 

commissioners shall desire not to take the 
responsibility for the payment thereof, said 
commissioners shall report the same to the 
legislature at its next session after final con­
firmation of all the awards made, including 
any which may be made upon re-trial after 
appeal, and upon such report, if the legis­
lature shall fail to approve the same, or to 
make the necessary appropriation to pay such 
award at the same or the next session to 
which such report is made, then all the pro­
ceedings which may have been taken for the 
acquiring of the lands so reported, the award 
for which has not been previously paid, shall 
be void and of no effect, but in such case the 
parties whose lands have been condemned in 
pursuance of this act, shall be paid the rea­
sonable disbursements expended by them in 
such proceedings, the amount of such dis­
bursements to be fixed and allowed by the 
court in which such condemnation proceed­
ings are had and the same shall be paid out 
of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. (Act Apr. 22, 1907, c. 281, §4.) 

§53-3%g. Vacation of streets.—In case 
any lands are acquired hereunder, which are 
separated from the present capitol grounds 
by any street or streets in the city of St. 
Paul, such streets shall be re-located upon 
the outer portion of the land so acquired, 
and that portion of such street or streets as 
at present located which separate the lands 
so acquired from the present capitol grounds 
shall be vacated and discontinued as public 
streets, and the same shall become a part of 
the capitol grounds, provided the City of St. 
Paul shall have the right to maintain and 
use all sewers and water pipes now con­
structed and laid therein. (Act Apr. 22, 1907, 
c. 281, §5.) 

ARTICLE III 

§53-4. Department of Administration and 
Finance. 

175M583, 222NW285, note under section 53-6. 
§53-6. Same—Powers enumerated. 
The board of regents, in the management of 

the University, is constitutionally independent 
of all other executive authority, and Laws 1925, 
c. 426, is unconstitutional insofar as it attempts 
to subject the control of University finances to 
the commission of administration and finance, 
in view of Laws 1851, c. 3. 175M259, 220NW951. 

Laws 1925, c. 426 (§§53-1 to 53-2) modifies and 
amends the prior Highway Act to the extent of 
placing the making of contracts for construct­
ing state highways under the control of the 
Commission of Administration and Finance. 175 
M583, 222NW285. 

§53-7. Same—Classes, grades, titles, etc. 
175M583, 222NW285, note under section 53-6. 
The commission of administration and finance 

may increase or diminish the compensation of 
the secretary-treasurer and his stenographer or 
assistant, whose offices are created by §§5706, 
5712, but the compensation of "such officers, 
agents, assistants, clerks and other employees" 
of the board of medical examiners provided for 
by Laws 1929, c. 347, §§10, 13, are to be fixed by 
the board of medical examiners, within the 
limitations of Laws 1929, c. 347, §13. Op. Atty. 
Gen., Oct. 16, 1929. 

§53-8. Same—Approval of appropriations, 
etc. 

175M583, 222NW285, note under §53-6. 
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CH. 3A—ORGANIZATION OF STATE GOVERNMENT §53-23 % c 

§53-10. Same—Powers as to purchase, etc., 
of supplies, e tc . 

Bids for construction of public works. Op. 
Atty. Gen., July 21, 1931; note under §53-1. 

§53-14 . State Auditor—duties as to ac­
counts, etc. 

Act appropriat ing money for payment of 
claims against state. Laws 1931, c. 416. 

Duties of s ta te auditor and comptroller under 
this section. Op. Atty. Gen., Mar. 18, 1931. 

§53-17. Original bills, claims,, demands, etc. 
Duties of s ta te auditor and comptroller under 

this section. Op. Atty. Gen., Mar. 18, 1931. 

ARTICLE IV 

§§53-19 t o 53 -21 . 
Superseded by Laws 1931, c. 186, post, §§53-

23% to 53-23%k. 

§53-22. Department of conservation—povv- . 
ers, etc. 

Superseded in par t by Laws 1931, c. 186, post 
§§53-23% to 53-23%k. 

§53-23. Same—co-operation of employees 
—rules , etc. 

See Laws 1931, c. 18C, post, §§53-23% to 53-
23 %k. 

§ 5 3 - 2 3 % . Department of conservation 
created.— (a ) T h e r e is he reby crea ted a de­
p a r t m e n t of conservat ion u n d e r t he super­
vision and control of a conservat ion com­
mission. 

(b ) Said commission shal l consist of five 
(5 ) member s , who shal l be appoin ted by t h e 
governor , wi th the advice and consent of the 
sena te . The first appo in tmen t s shall be m a d e 
as soon as may be af ter th is act shall have 
t a k e n effect. The t e r m s of office of the mem­
bers first appo in ted shal l begin when they 

• a r e appoin ted and qualify and shal l con t inue 
the rea f te r for the following per iod: two mem­
bers un t i l Apri l 1, 19 3 3 ; two m e m b e r s unt i l 
Apri l 1, 1 9 3 5 ; and the r ema in ing m e m b e r 
un t i l Apri l 1, 1937 . Upon t h e expi ra t ion of 
such t e rms and of all t e r m s the rea f t e r the 
governor shal l appo in t a successor to each 
member whose t e r m expires, for a t e rm of 
six (6 ) yea r s . Vacancies In said commission 
shal l be filled by a p p o i n t m e n t by t he gover­
nor, wi th in th i r ty (30 ) days af ter such va­
cancy occurs , for t h e ba lance of t h e unexpi red 
t e rm. Each m e m b e r shal l serve un t i l his 
successor qualifies. Members shall serve wi th­
ou t compensa t ion , bu t shal l receive ac tua l 
and necessary t rave l l ing and o the r expenses 
incu r red in t he pe r fo rmance of the i r du t i e s as 
such m e m b e r s . Members of the commission 
shall be persons hav ing knowledge of and 
in t e re s t in conserva t ion . 

The commission shal l fo rmula te and di rec t 
t he policies of t he d e p a r t m e n t . 

(c) The commission shal l employ a con­
se rva t ion commiss ioner for a t e r m of six ( 6 ) 
years , r emovable a t any t ime by the com­
mission for cause, and whose sa la ry shal l be 
fixed by the commission, bu t not to exceed 
$5,000.00 per year . Said conservat ion com­
missioner shal l be a person hav ing executive 
abi l i ty and experience and special t r a in ing 
and ski l l in conserva t ion work . H e shal l be 
the admin i s t r a t ive head of t he d e p a r t m e n t of 

conservat ion and shal l be respons ib le to t he 
commission for the execution of i ts policies. 
(Act Apr. 17, 1931 , c. 186, §1.) 

§53-23% a. Commissioner—powers and du­
t i e s .—The commiss ioner of conserva t ion shal l 
have and exercise all of the powers and shal l 
perform all of the du t i e s now by law vested 
in or imposed upon the commiss ioner of 
fores t ry and fire prevent ion , the commiss ioner 
of g a m e and fish, t h e commiss ioner of d ra in ­
age and wa te r s , t he d e p a r t m e n t of d ra in ­
age and wa te r s , and t h e d e p a r t m e n t of con­
serva t ion , as provided by Chap te r 426, Laws 
1925 [§§53-1 to 5 3 - 5 2 ] , and ac ts a m e n d a ­
tory thereof, or by any o the r exist ing law. 
Said exist ing offices and d e p a r t m e n t s , the 
powers a n d du t i e s of which a r e vested in or 
imposed upon the commiss ioner by th is sec­
t ion, a r e hereby abol ished. (Act Apr . 17, 
1931 , c. 186, §2.) 

§ 5 3 - 2 3 % b . Commissioner to be Commis­
sioner of State Lands, e tc .—Except as here in 
o therwise provided, t he commiss ioner of con­
servat ion shal l also have al l of the powers 
and perform all of the du t i e s now vested in 
or imposed upon the s t a t e aud i to r , ac t ing as 
aud i to r , as commiss ioner of the s ta te land 
office, or in any o the r capaci ty, ex-ofncio or 
o therwise , wi th respect to t he public lands , 
t imber , wa te r s , and minera l s of the s t a t e . 
(Act Apr. 17, 1931,' c. 186, §3.) 

§53-23 % c . Organization of department.— 
(a ) The d e p a r t m e n t of conservat ion shal l be 
organized wi th a division of forestry, a divi­
sion of d r a i n a g e and wate r s , a division of 
g a m e and fish, and a division of l ands and 
minera l s . Each division shal l be u n d e r the 
i m m e d i a t e cha rge of a d i rec tor , subjec t to the 
genera l supervis ion and control of the com­
missioner . T h e d i rec to rs shal l be appoin ted 
by the commiss ioner , to serve a t his p leasure 
and shal l be chosen wi th respect to the i r 
knowledge , experience and abil i ty. 

(b) Each division shall have cha rge of ad­
min i s t e r ing the act ivi t ies indica ted by i ts 
t i t le and such o the r act ivi t ies as may be as­
s igned by the commiss ioner , sub jec t to t he 
r igh t of t he commiss ioner to revise and 
change a s s ignmen t s of any and all act ivi t ies 
a m o n g the several divisions a t any t ime as 
he may see fit; provided, t h a t the admin i s t r a ­
t ion of al l s t a t e forests and o the r s t a t e l ands 
acqui red or set a p a r t for forestry purposes , 
and t h e sale of all s t a t e t imber , w h e t h e r upon 
such lands or o the r s t a t e lands , shall be in 
charge of t he division of forestry, and all 
necessary a u t h o r i t y therefor is hereby ves ted 
in t he d i rec tor of said division and shall be 
exercised by h im, and in t h a t behalf t he di­
rec tor of said division shal l have all of t he 
powers and per form all of the du t ies now 
vested in or imposed upon the s t a t e aud i to r , 
ac t ing as aud i to r , as commiss ioner of the 
s t a t e land office, or o therwise , u n d e r t he ex­
is t ing laws r e l a t ing t he sale of s ta te t imbe r ; 
provided fur ther , t h a t except as o tnerwise 
provided by the s t a t e cons t i tu t ion or by law, 
t he d i rec tor shal l classify al l the s t a t e l ands 
and d e t e r m i n e which thereof shal l be a d m i n ­
is tered for fores t ry purposes and which for 
a g r i c u l t u r a l or o the r purposes , subject to 
change from t ime to t ime as t he d i rec tor in 
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§53-23 %d CH. 3A—ORGANIZATION OF STATE GOVERNMENT 

his discretion may determine. The director 
of forestry shall have control of all state 
parks. 

(c) Before entering upon the duties of 
his office each director shall take and file an. 
oath of office in the same manner and form 
as other state" officers, and shall give a bond 
to the state in the sum of $5,000, conditioned 
as provided by law for other official bonds. 

(d) Each director shall receive an annual 
salary of $4,000. 

(e) Each director, with the advice and ap­
proval of the commissioner, may appoint a 
deputy to serve at the pleasure of the direc­
tor, and such deputy may exercise all the 
powers of the director, whether delegated 
from the commissioner or otherwise, subject 
to the direction and control of the director. 
Each director, subject to the approval of the 
commissioner, may employ such other as­
sistance as may be necessary to carry on the 
work of his division, as far as funds may be 
available therefor. 

(f) The compensation of deputy directors 
and of division employees shall be fixed by 
the respective directors, within the limita­
tions of available funds,'subject to the ap­
proval of the commissioner. 

(g) In case of a vacancy in the office of 
commissioner or of any director, his deputy 
shall become acting incumbent of the office 
and shall have and exercise all the powers 
and perform all the duties thereof until a 
successor is regularly appointed and quali­
fied, except that such acting incumbent shall 
have no power to appoint another deputy, 
nor shall any such acting incumbent of the 
office of commissioner have power to appoint 
directors or to revise or change the assign­
ments of activities among the divisions of the 
department. Before taking office every such 
acting incumbent shall take and file an oath 
of office as such and give bond to the state 
in the same amount and upon the same con­
ditions as required for the regular incum­
bent of the office. While acting as such in­
cumbent, such deputy shall receive the same 
salary as a regularly appointed incumbent of 
the office. All other subordinate officers and 
employees appointed by any commissioner or 
director whose office has become vacant shall 
continue to hold their respective positions and 
to exercise the powers and discharge the du­
ties thereof, notwithstanding such vacancy, 
until their respective successors are appointed 
and qualified or until their services are reg­
ularly terminated according to law. (Act 
Apr. 17, 1931, c. 186, §4.) 

§53-23 }£d. Commissioner may delegate 
powers.— (a) The commissioner of conser­
vation may by written order filed in his office 
delegate to the director of any division of 
the department any of the powers or duties 
vested in or imposed upon the commissioner 
by this act, upon such conditions as he may 
prescribe, and subject to modification or rev­
ocation at his- pleasure. Such delegated pow­
ers and duties may be exercised or performed 
by the respective directors in their own names 
or in the name of the commissioner, as the 
commissioner may direct. (Act Apr. 17, 1931, 
c. 186, §5.) 

§53-23 M e. Department to have seals.—The 
department of conservation and the several 
divisions thereof shall have seals. The seal 
of tlie department shall have thereon the 
words, "State of Minnesota, Department of 
Conservation," with such suitable symbol or 
device as the first commissioner serving under 
this act shall prescribe, and may be used to 
authenticate the official acts of the commis­
sioner when performed by him or his deputy. 
The seal of each division shall be in like form, 
with the addition of the title of the division, 
and may be used to authenticate the official 
acts of the director of the division, whether 
acting in his own name or in the name of 
the commissioner, and whether performed by 
the director or his deputy. Provided, that the 
omission or absence of a seal shall not affect 
the validity or force of any act done or in­
strument executed by the commissioner or 
by any director. (Act Apr. 17, 1931, c. 186, 
§6.) 

§53-23 i^f. To be under provisions of ex­
isting law.—So far as not inconsistent here­
with, all matters governed by this act shall 
be subject to the provisions of Chapter 426, 
Laws 1925 [§§53-1 to 53-52], and acts 
amendatory thereof, so far as applicable; and 
provided further, that the compensation of 
all officers and employees under this act shall 
be payable in the same manner as the com­
pensation of other state- officers and em­
ployees. (Act Apr. 17, 1931, c. 186, §7.) 

§53-23 J^g. Orders and documents to be 
filed,—Except as otherwise prescribed or re­
quired by law, the originals of all official 
orders and other official documents issued or 
executed by the commissioner of conserva­
tion or by the directors of the several divi­
sions of said department shall be filed in the 
offices of the respective officers issuing or ex­
ecuting the same. The commissioner and 
the several directors may also keep such rec­
ords of their official acts and other activities 
of their respective offices as they deem nec­
essary. Such original orders, documents, and 
records shall have like force and effect as 
prima facie evidence in all cases as original 
records and documents made by other public 
officers in the performance of their official 
duties, and certified copies thereof made in 
the manner provided by law shall have like 
force and effect as certified copies of records 
or documents required or permitted to be 
kept by other public officers. (Act Apr. 17, 
1931, c. 186, §8.) 

§53-23 Mh. Appropriations.—All existing 
appropriations for any activities or purposes 
which by this act are placed in charge of the. 
department of conservation or any division 
thereof are hereby transferred to .said de­
partment or to the respective divisions hav­
ing charge of such purposes—or activities, as 
the case may be, to be used for the same 
purposes as provided by the laws whereby 
such appropriations were made and in ac­
cordance with the provisions of said laws so 
far as not inconsistent herewith; provided, 
that the game and fish fund and all other 
funds now by law appropriated for any ac­
tivity or purpose under the commissioner of . 
game and fish are hereby transferred to the 
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director of game and fish under this act, and 
said respective funds shall be continued and 
all moneys hereafter received for the pur­
poses thereof shall continue to be placed 
therein as now provided by the laws relating 
thereto, and all of said funds are hereby ap­
propriated and shall continue to be appro­
priated to said director of game and fish for 
the same purposes and under the same con­
ditions as now provided" by the laws relating 
thereto under the commissioner of game and 
fish. (Act Apr. 17, 1931, c. 186, §9.) 

§53-23 %i. Provisions separable.—The 
provisions of this act shall be separable, and 
if any provision hereof, whether transferring 
any power, right, or duty, or relating to any 
other' matter, shall be declared invalid, it 
shall not invalidate the transfer of any other 
power, right, or duty hereby made or any 
other provision hereof. (Act Apr. 17, 1931, 
c. 186, §10.) 

§53-23 % j . Inconsistent acts repealed.— 
All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby superceded, modified, or amended 
so far as necessary to give full force and ef­
fect to the provisions of this act; provided, 
that nothing in this act shall operate to ex­
clude the application of Mason's Minnesota 
Statutes of 1927, Sections 4368, and 4369, 
and acts amendatory thereof, known as the 
veterans' preference law, to any matter gov­
erned by this act. (Act Apr. 17, 1931, c. 186, 
§11.) 

Budget Commissioners may make available to 
the Conservation Commission from the salary 
and administrative appropriations of the vari­
ous departments, an amount which would be 
the fair pro rata share of supervisory expense of 
the conservation commission. Op. Atty. Gen., 
July 24, 1931. 

§53-23% It. Effective July 1, 1931. This 
act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage with respect to the making 
of all appointments herein provided for, but 
with respect to the taking of office by the 
appointees and all other matters it shall take 
effect and be in force from and after July 
1, 1931. (Act Apr. 17, 1931, c. 186, §12.) 

Laws 1931, c. 263, post, §§6513-1 to 6513-8, 
places the state forests under the control of the 
commissioner of forestry and fire prevention. 

ARTICLE V 
§53-24. Department of drainage and wa­

ters—commissioner, etc. 
Superseded by Laws 1931, c. 186, ante, §§53-

23% to 53-23%k. 

ARTICLE VI 
§53-25. Department of Dairy and Food, etc. 
See §53-27% combining the departments of 

agriculture and of dairy and food. 

ARTICLE VII 

§53-20. Department of Agriculture, etc. 
Department of Dairy and Food and Depart­

ment of Agriculture are consolidated. See Laws 
1929, c. 387, ante, §53-27%. 

Office of .chief Oil Inspector is transferred 
from Director of Standards to Commissioner of 
Agriculture, who may also appoint a Deputy 
Chief Oil Inspector. See Laws 1929, c. 403, 

post, §53-27%a. See also Laws 1929, c. 425, post, 
§§3787-1 to 3787-21. 

§53-27. Commissioner of Agriculture, etc. 

Department of Dairy and Food and Depart­
ment of Agriculture are consolidated. See Laws 
1929, c. 387, post, §§53-27% to 53-27%b. 

§53-27 M. Department of agriculture and 
department of dairy and food consolidated. 
—The departments of agriculture and dairy 
and food are hereby consolidated into a single 
department to be known as the department 
of agriculture and dairy and food. The de­
partment shall be under the supervision and 
control of a single commissioner appointed 
in the manner, for the term, and with the 
compensation now provided by law for the 
commissioner of agriculture, and all rights, 
powers and duties now vested in and imposed 
by law upon the commissioner of agriculture 
and all duties imposed by law upon the com­
missioner of dairy and food are hereby trans­
ferred to and vested in such single commis­
sioner under the title of Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Dairy and Food, subject 
however, to the provisions of chapter 4 26, 
Laws 1925 [§§53-1 to 53-52]. (Act Apr. 26, 
1929, c. 387.) 

§53-27% a. Oil inspection department 
transferred to department of agriculture. 
—The office of the Chief Oil Inspector, as 
created by Article 12, Section 2, Chapter 426, 
General Laws 1925, [§53-38] is hereby trans­
ferred to the Department of Agriculture, and 
all the powers in relation to the Chief Oil 
Inspector- conferred upon the Director of 
Standards are hereby transferred to and con­
ferred upon the Commissioner of Agriculture. 
(Act Apr. 26, 1929, c. 403, §1.) 

§53-27 %b. Commissioner of agriculture to 
appoint deputy chief oil inspector.—The 
Commissioner of Agriculture may appoint a 
Deputy Chief Oil Inspector and prescribe his 
powers and duties. (Act Apr. 26, 1929, c. 
403, §2.) 

ARTICLE VIII 

§53-29. Commissioners—Appointment, etc. 
Act creating securities commission. Laws 

1931, c. 382, post, §§3996-29 to 3996-35. 

ARTICLE XI 

§53-36. Department of Highways. 
Laws 1925, c. 426 (§§53-1, et seq.) modifies 

and amends the prior Highway Act to the ex­
tent of placing the making of contracts for 
constructing' state highways under the control 
of the Commission of Administration and Fi­
nance. 175M583, 222NW285. 

ARTICLE XII 
§53-38. State industrial commission—Divi­

sion of standards—Etc. 
See §§53-27y2a-, 53-27%b, transferring the of-

flce.of Chief Oil Inspector to the Department 
of Agriculture. 

ARTICLE XV 
§53-41. Department or rural credits—Etc. 
Act authorizing Department- of Rural Credits 

to insure farm property acquired through fore­
closures in certain mutual and township insur­
ance companies. Laws 1931, c. 245, post, §6057-2. 
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