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CHAPTER 7470 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 

7470.0100 DEFINITIONS. 7470.1100 DRIVER OF TYPE A. B. C. OR D BUS. 
7470.0200 PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY. 7470.1200 FLAGGING AT RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS. 
7470.0300 ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE. 7470.1300 EQUIPMENT. INSPECTION AND USE. 
7470.0400 DISPLAY OF CERTIFICATE. 7470.1400 OPERATION OF TYPE 111 SCHOOL BUSES. 
7470.0500 TIMES OF INSPECTION. 7470.1500 DRIVER OF TYPE III BUSES. 
7470.0600 SCORING FOR INSPECTIONS. 7470.1600 TRANSPORTING PUPILS WITH DISABILITY. 
7470.0700 TABLE OF POINTS TO BE DEDUCTED. 7470.1700 DRIVERS AND AIDES FOR PUPILS WITH 
7470.1000 OPERATION OF TYPE A. B.C. AND D SCHOOL DISABILITY. 

BUSES. 

7470.0100 DEFINITIONS. 

Subpart 1. Scope. For the purposes of this chapter, the following terms shall have the 
meanings given them. 

Subp. 2. Certificate. "Certificate" means a school bus inspection certificate required 
by the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, section 169.451, subdivision 2. 

Subp. 3. Rejection sticker. "Rejection sticker" means a sticker signifying the vehicle 
to which it is affixed is not to be used for school bus purposes. The size of the rejection sticker 
may not be larger than the inspection certificate. 

Subp. 4. State patrol. "State patrol" means the Minnesota state patrol, or an individual 
state trooper thereof or a state patrol law compliance representative II (LCR II) employed 
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 299D.06. 

Subp. 5. Temporary certificate. "Temporary certificate" means a distinctive certifi­
cate indicating a school bus was found to have deficiencies of a nature not substantially af­
fecting safety of operation. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.451 subd 2 

7470.0200 PURPOSE AND AUTHORITY. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish rules governing the issuance and display of 
school bus inspection certificates, consistent with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, sec­
tion 169.451, and to establish a point system to evaluate the effect on safety operation of any 
variance from law detected during school bus inspection, consistent with the mandate of the 
legislature. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.451 subd 2 

7470.0300 ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE. 

The certificate shall be issued for an individual bus on an annual basis when the state 
patrol has inspected the vehicle and the inspection indicates that the school bus adequately 
complies with laws and rules relating to construction, design, equipment, and color of school 
bus. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.451 subd 2 

7470.0400 DISPLAY OF CERTIFICATE. 

Subpart 1. Certificate to be affixed. The certificate issued for each individual school 
bus shall be immediately affixed to the school bus by the inspecting state patrol trooper or 
LCR II. 

Subp. 2. Certificate must be current. Only the certificate that is valid for the current 
time period may be displayed. 

Subp. 3. Where displayed. The certificate shall be affixed in the lower left comer of the 
main windshield of the school bus. 
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7470.0400 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 304 

Subp. 4. Rejection sticker; display; removal. A rejection sticker shall be affixed to 
the lower left corner of the windshield of a school bus that fails a school bus inspection. The 
sticker shall be removed only upon authorization from an LCR II or trooper who has deter­
mined that the defects that caused the rejection have been corrected. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.451 subd 2 

7470.0500 TIMES OF INSPECTION. 
Subpart 1. Scheduled inspection. All school buses shall be inspected for compliance 

with applicable laws and with rules of the Department of Education as stated in parts 
3520.2400 to 3520.5800 of the Department of Education. 

Subp. 2. Other inspections. In addition to scheduled annual inspections and reinspec-
tions scheduled for the purpose of verifying that deficiencies have been corrected, a trooper 
or LCR II may conduct an unannounced inspection of any school bus at the location where 
the bus is kept when not in operation. This subpart shall not be construed to limit the right or 
duty of any law enforcement officer to inspect any vehicle upon reasonable cause. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.451 subd 2 

History: L 1998 c 398 art 5 s 55; L 2003 c 130 s 12 

7470.0600 SCORING FOR INSPECTIONS. 
Subpart 1. Point system. The point system contained in part 7470.0700 shall be used to 

assess the safety operation of all types of school buses. Each bus will start with 100 points and 
each defect shall be cause for points to be deducted in accordance with point values estab­
lished in part 7470.0700. 

Subp. 2. Score of 96 to 100. Any school bus with an inspection score of 96 to 100 shall 
be identified by affixing a distinctive school bus inspection certificate to the windshield. 
Where an inspection score of 96 is achieved, no inspection certificate shall be affixed to the 
bus at the next annual inspection unless the inadequacies from the previous inspection have 
been corrected. 

Subp. 3. Score of 80 to 95. Any school bus with an inspection score of 80 to 95 points 
shall pass the inspection and receive a temporary bus inspection certificate of contrasting 
color or design or both. This temporary certificate will be valid for 14 days following inspec­
tion and all defects must be corrected. Pending reinspection and certification of the bus by a 
trooper or LCR II, a bus bearing a temporary certificate may be used to transport pupils be­
yond the 14-day period if the inspection sheet is signed by trie owner or a designee certifying 
that all of the defects are corrected. The signed inspection sheet shall be carried in the first aid 
kit in the bus. 

Subp. 4. Score below 80. Any school bus with less than 80 points shall be deemed un­
safe for the transportation of school children. Any school bus which fails the inspection shall 
not be used to transport school children until the defects are corrected and an inspection cer­
tificate is issued and affixed to the bus. Pending reinspection and certification of the bus by a 
trooper or LCR II, a bus bearing a rejection sticker may be used to transport pupils if the in­
spection sheet is signed by the owner or a designee certifying that all of the defects are cor­
rected. The signed inspection sheet shall be carried in the first aid kit in the bus. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.451 subd 2 

History: 17 SR 1279 

7470.0700 TABLE OF POINTS TO BE DEDUCTED. 
In accordance with part 7470.0600, subparts 1 to 3, defects in the equipment of a school 

bus listed in the left column will cause the number of points specified in the right column to 
be deducted from the starting score of 100. 

Equipment Defect Points 

Tires, front each 25 
Tires, rear each 25 
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305 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 7470.0700 

Exhaust 
Inadequate pipe 25 
Leak in system 5 

Muffler defective 5 
(treat like leak in system) 

School bus color 
Not basic yellow or orange 25 
Improper trim color 2 

Required lettering 
No school bus sign (type I & II) 25 
Stop at railway crossing (type III only) 25 
Other lettering - nicknames 2 

Stop arm (octagonal) 25 
Reflective material cracked, scratched, 
or separated 5 

Optional lamps on stop arm 2 
Crossover mirror 

Missing or inoperable 25 
If only line of vision is distorted, 
flaking or cracked 5 

Headlamps out of adjustment 5 
(allow mechanic time to adjust) 

Headlamp out 5 
Both low beams out 25 
One low beam out or either or both 

high beams out each 5 
Dimmer switch inoperable 5 
Turn signals inoperable 25 
Eight lamp warning lamp system 

Lamp system not working 25 
Eight lamp indicator malfunctioning 10 

Indicator lamps 
High beam 2 
Turn signals 5 

Clearance lamps or optional white 
strobe lamp each 1 

Rear lamps 
One out 5 
Both out 25 

Stop lamps (minimum of 2 required) 
Not working each 15 
auxiliary stop lamp not working each 2 

Backup lamps 5 
Brakes - service (foot) 

Not working 25 
Hose blistered but no 
fluid leakage each hose 5 

Brakes - emergency (auxiliary) 25 
Defective or no warning horn 25 
Rear view mirror 

Interior 15 
Exterior 25 
Slight crack, discolored or flaking 5 

Windshield wipers (not working at all) 25 
Wiper blade only 5 
One speed not working on left side or 

the right side not working 10 
Windshield glass 10 
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7470.1000 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 306 

Steering 25 
One king pin bad (more than 1/2 inch) 15 
Two king pins bad (more than 1/2 inch) 25 

Driver seat belt, missing or not usable 25 
Entrance door, out of adjustment 5 
Interior lamps 

Step-well 2 
Other interior lamps (mention only) 0 

First aid kit 
Missing 25 
Short supply - per unit missing 1 

Fire extinguisher, missing or in 
inoperable range 15 

Flags and flares (electric or reflector) 
(for up to three missing) 5 

Side glass and rear glass - each defect 5 
Loose objects interior each 2 
Seats loose (floor mount) each 5 
Seat condition each 2 
Bus interior (cleanliness) 2 
Carbon monoxide 25 
Emergency exit, inoperable 25 

Emergency lettering missing 2 
Bad door gasket 5 

Speedometer 10 
Suspension, main leaf 25 

Other than main leaf, 25 percent 
or more of the remaining leaves broken 25 

Other than main leaf, less than 
25 percent broken 10 

Loose or leaking shocks 10 
Wheels 25 

One stud nut missing if less than 
20 percent of stud nuts on wheel 10 

20 percent or more of stud nuts 
are missing on wheel 25 

Body condition 2 
Hazardous protuberance or sharp edge 25 
Two cross members bad, must be replaced 2 
Cross members rusted, to be written up 0 

Drive shaft guard 25 
Frame 25 
Defroster fan or heaters in excess of 

one in multiple heater buses each 5 
Battery 10 
Body mounting 10 
Fuel system 10 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.451 subd 2 

7470.1000 OPERATION OF TYPE A, B, C, AND D SCHOOL BUSES. 
Subpart 1. Application. Parts 7470.1000 to 7470.1700 govern the operation of Type A, 

B, C, and D school buses used for transporting pupils to or from school or school-related 
activities when the buses are owned and operated by a school district or nonpublic school, or 
privately owned and operated under a contract or agreement with a school district or nonpub­
lic school. 

Subp. 2. Transportation of pupils. Pupils are not to be evicted from the bus along the 
route for a breach of discipline. All breaches of discipline must be reported by the bus driver 
to the authorized person. 
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307 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 7470.1100 

The entrance door must be closed at all times when transporting pupils and the bus is in 
motion. 

All buses must load and unload in the right lane of the roadway, at pupil stops on bus 
routes approved by the authorized person. Loading or unloading in a designated turn lane or 
in a lane immediately adjacent to a designated turn lane is prohibited unless the turn lane is a 
designated school bus stop at which pupils are not required to cross the road. Under these 
circumstances, the bus must stop at the extreme right-hand side of the turn lane and the 
eight-light system and stop arm should not be used. Loading and unloading pupils within an 
intersection is prohibited. 

No pupils may be in the bus while the fuel tank is being filled. On leaving the vehicle 
when pupils are in the bus, the driver shall stop the motor, remove the ignition key, set the 
brakes, and otherwise render the bus immobile. 

The authorized person shall see that no materials, including guns, loaded or unloaded; 
gasoline cans, empty or full; animals, except service dogs accompanying persons with dis­
abilities; or any other object of a dangerous or objectionable nature are transported in the 
school bus when pupils are being transported. 

Subp. 3. Driving on school grounds. Buses must not be run backwards on the school 
grounds or at any other point if it can be avoided. If necessary to run a bus backwards, the 
driver should have adequate visibility to determine if any moving vehicles are within 500 
feet in either direction, when on roadways. When there is a pupil pick-up or unloading at a 
backing point, the driver shall always load before backing and unload after backing. No pu­
pils may be outside the bus when it is backing. 

Subp. 4. In case of accidents. In case of an accident or breakdown of the bus the driver 
shall not leave the bus, but shall send two of the patrol or other responsible pupils to the near­
est house to summon help. 

Immediate reports of all accidents, however slight, involving the school bus must be 
made by the driver to the authorized person and to any other authorities as required by law, 
rule, or regulation. The driver shall prepare and keep all records and reports required by the 
authorized person. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.449 
History: 20 SR 722 

7470.1100 DRIVER OF TYPE A, B, C, OR D BUS. 
The driver of a type A, B, C, or D school bus shall: 

A. bring the bus to a full stop and disengage gears by shifting into neutral or park 
before loading and unloading pupils; 

B. use the prewarning amber flashing signals, flashing red signals, and stop signal 
arm in accordance with Minnesota Statutes, section 169.443; 

C. maintain at least a 50-foot interval when following another bus entering or 
leaving the school ground, and at least 500 feet when traveling on the highway, in accordance 
with Minnesota Statutes, section 169.18, subdivision 8, paragraph (b); 

D. load or unload pupils only where the view is unobstructed to the motorist for 
500 feet in either direction on a roadway with a speed limit of 35 miles per hour or greater and 
where the view is unobstructed for at least 100 feet where the speed limit is less than 35 miles 
per hour; 

E. be responsible for safely delivering the pupils who must cross the highway to 
the left side of the road by one of the following methods: the pupil shall pass around in front 
of the vehicle and cross the road only upon receiving word or signal from the driver; or the 
pupil shall pass around in front of the bus and be conducted across the road by the school bus 
patrol or the bus monitor; or the driver shall personally conduct the pupils across the road; 
and 

F. stop at all railroad crossings whether carrying passengers or not in accordance 
with Minnesota Statutes, section 169.28. The driver shall activate the four-way hazard warn­
ing lights not less than 100 feet from the nearest rail, and stop not less than ten feet from the 
nearest rail. While so stopped, the driver shall open the driver's window and service door to 
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7470.1100 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 308 

look and listen in both directions along the track for any approaching train. Eight-lamp pre-
warning alternately flashing amber signals and flashing red stop signals must not be used at 
railroad crossings. Hazard warning signals should be used. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.449 

History: 20 SR 722 

7470.1200 FLAGGING AT RAILROAD GRADE CROSSINGS. 

A school bus must not be flagged across railroad grade crossings except at such railroad 
grade crossings as the local school authorized person may designate. 

Flagging must be done in the following manner. 
The pupil or bus monitor shall take a position so as to have a clear view of the railroad 

tracks in both directions. If a train is approaching, the pupil or monitor shall not cross the 
track but shall face the bus and signal the bus not to proceed by holding up both hands above 
the head. On making certain that the track is clear and safe for crossing, the pupil or monitor 
shall signal the driver to cross the tracks by a forward motion of an upraised arm. The driver 
must be sure to check for approaching trains and be certain it is safe to cross before driving 
the bus across the tracks. The pupil or monitor shall not reenter the bus until the bus has 
crossed the tracks to a safe distance. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.449 

History: 20 SR 722 

7470.1300 EQUIPMENT, INSPECTION AND USE. 

No school bus shall be driven unless the driver or other designated person has inspected 
the vehicle to ensure that, at a minimum, the following parts and accessories are in good 
working order: service brakes, including trailer brake connections; parking (hand) brakes; 
steering mechanism; lighting devices and reflectors; tires; fluid levels; horn; windshield 
wiper or wipers; rear-vision and crossover mirrors, including their proper adjustment; 
eight-lamp system; and stop arm. A copy of the current daily pretrip inspection report must 
be carried in the bus. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.449 

History: 20 SR 722 

7470.1400 OPERATION OF TYPE HI SCHOOL BUSES. 

The operating rules in parts 7470.1000 to 7470.1500 govern the operation of Type III 
school buses used for transporting pupils when owned and operated by a school district or 
nonpublic school, or privately owned and operated under an agreement with a school district 
or nonpublic school. Type HI school buses are restricted to automobiles, station wagons, and 
other vehicles having a manufacturer's rated seating capacity often or fewer people includ­
ing the driver, and a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.449 

History: 20 SR 722 

7470.1500 DRIVER OF TYPE III BUSES. 
The driver of a Type III school bus shall not: 

A. operate the vehicle as a Type A, B, C, or D school bus; 
B. stop traffic; 
C. load or unload in a vehicular traffic lane or on the shoulder, but is restricted to 

curb, nontraffic side (normal parking lane), off-street loading areas, driveways, yard service, 
and other areas to avoid any hazardous conditions; 

D. load or unload in the right-hand lane of the roadway, designated turn lane, or 
lane immediately adjacent to a designated turn lane; 

E. load or unload so that a pupil has to cross the road, except where not possible or 
impractical, then the driver or aide shall personally escort the pupil across the road; 
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309 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 7470.1600 

F. escort a pupil across the road under item E unless the motor is stopped, the igni­
tion key is removed, the brakes are set, and the vehicle is otherwise rendered immobile; 

G. load or unload before making a complete stop and disengaging gears by shifting 
into neutral or park; or 

H. operate the vehicle as a school bus, whether carrying pupil passengers or not, 
without displaying the "Vehicle Stops At RR Crossings" sign and stopping at all railroad 
crossings. The sign may be covered or removed when the vehicle is not operating as a school 
bus. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.449 

History: 20 SR 722 

7470.1600 TRANSPORTING PUPILS WITH DISABILITY. 
Subpart 1. Services provided. Minnesota Statutes, sections 125A.03 to 125A.24, re­

quires school districts to provide special education and services for a school age resident with 
a disability. Accordingly, free transportation services must be provided to any child with a 
disability who requires special transportation services because of the child's disabling condi­
tions or special program needs. 

Parts 7470.1600 and 7470.1700 apply to transportation of a child with a disability, as 
defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 125A.02, when the disabling conditions of the child 
are such that the child cannot be safely transported on the regular school bus route or when 
the child is transported on a special route for the purpose of attending an approved special 
education program. 

Parts 7470.1600 and 7470.1700 are not applicable to parents who transport their own 
child under contract with a school district or nonpublic school. 

Subp. 2. Appeal process. Any parent of a child with a disability who believes that the 
transportation services provided for that child are not in compliance with parts 7470.1600 
and 7470.1700 may utilize the due process procedures provided for in Minnesota Statutes, 
sections 125A.03 to 125A.24. 

Subp. 3. Length of transit time. The length of time a pupil with a disability is trans­
ported must be appropriate to the physical, mental, and emotional well-being of the pupil. In 
general, a pupil with a disability should not spend more time in transit than a pupil without a 
disability except as may be required because of the unique location of the pupil's educational 
program. 

Subp. 4. Type of vehicle. The school district shall determine the type of vehicle used to 
transport pupils with a disability on the basis of the disabling conditions of those pupils. 
These vehicles must comply with Minnesota Statutes, section 169.4504. 

Subp. 5. Additional assistance; determination. Vehicles used to transport pupils with 
a disability must be equipped with a two-way communications system or have a responsible 
aide, or both, to provide necessary assistance and supervision that cannot safely be provided 
by the driver. A school district may determine that an aide is required. The determination of 
whether an aide is required must reflect the needs of the pupils and be based on such factors as 
disabilities of pupils transported, distance traveled, density of population, terrain, and any 
other factors that may affect the safety of the pupil passengers. Exceptions to this subpart 
may be made upon mutual agreement between the parents and the school district. 

Subp. 6. Special equipment. Specially adapted seats, support, or protective devices 
must be provided for all pupils who require the devices to ensure their safe transportation. 
These devices must be selected by the school district in consultation with the pupil's parents 
and on the basis of the specific needs of the individual pupil with a disability. 

Subp. 7. Wheelchair securement. A school bus used to transport pupils in wheelchairs 
must be equipped with fastening devices that will hold the wheelchairs securely in a fixed 
position. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.449 

History: 20 SR 722; L 1998 c 397 art 11 s 3 
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7470.1700 SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION 310 

7470.1700 DRIVERS AND AIDES FOR PUPILS WITH DISABILITY. 

Subpart 1. Drivers generally. Each driver of a vehicle for pupils with a disability shall 
be carefully selected to assure the driver can perform the requirements of the job. Drivers 
must be assigned to each route on a regular basis whenever possible. 

Subp. 2. Information necessary. Each aide assigned to a vehicle transporting pupils 
with a disability, or driver if no aide is assigned, or both, shall have available to them in the 
vehicle a typewritten card indicating: 

A. the pupil's name and address; 
B. the nature of the pupil's disabilities; 
C. emergency health care information; and 
D. the names and telephone numbers of the pupil's physician, parents, guardians, 

or custodians, and some person other than the pupil's parents or custodians who can be con­
tacted in case of an emergency. 

Subp. 3. Training. Each driver and aide assigned to a vehicle transporting pupils with a 
disability must: 

A. be instructed in basic first aid and procedures for the pupils under their care; 
B. within one month after the effective date of assignment, participate in a program 

of in-service training on the proper methods for dealing with the specific needs and problems 
of pupils with disabilities; 

C. assist pupils with disabilities on and off the bus when necessary for their safe 
ingress and egress from the bus; and 

D. ensure that protective safety devices, as required in part 7470.1600, subpart 6, 
are in use and fastened properly. 

Statutory Authority: MS s 169.449 

History: 20 SR 722 
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